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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: NOVEMBER 1996

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) increased
0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in November to a level of 158.6
(1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of
Labor reported today. For the 12-month period ended in November, the
CPI-U increased 3.3 percent.

The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.3 percent in November, prior to seasonal
adjustment. The November 1996 CPI-W level of 155.9 was 3.3 percent
higher than the index in November 1995.

CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the Consumer Price Index for All
Urban Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.3 percent in November, the same as in
each of the two preceding months. The food index increased 0.3 percent
in November after advancing 0.6 percent in October. Substantially
smaller increases in the indexes for dairy products and for fruits and
vegetables were responsible for the moderation. The energy index
increased for the second consecutive month, advancing 1.2 percent in
November. The index for petroleum-based energy increased 1.7 percent,
and the index for energy services rose 0.7 percent. Excluding food and
energy, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent, the same as in October.

Table A. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Consumers (CPI-U)

Seasonally adjusted Un-
Compound adjusted
Expenditure Changes from preceding month annual rate 12-mos.
Category 1996 3-mos. ended ended
May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Nov.'96 Nov.'96

All Items .3 .1 .3 .1 .3 .3 .3 3.3 3.3



Food and beverages .1 7 .5 3 .5 .6 .3 5.5 4.3
Housing .2 1 .4 .2 .2 .3 .2 2.9 3.0
Apparel and upkeep .1 -.4 -.1 -1.4 .5 .5 .5 5.7 -.2
Transportation .7 -.4 -.2 =-.2 .5 .1 .2 3.4 3.9
Medical care .3 3 .3 2 .2 .2 .3 2.6 3.1
Entertainment .4 3 .1 2 .1 .3 .1 2.0 3.0
Other goods

and services .4 .2 .4 .3 0 4 4 3.4 3.8
Special Indexes:
Energy 1.1 -2.2 -.4 -.6 .0 70102 7.9 8.1
Food .1 .7 .5 .4 .5 .6 .3 5.6 4.4
All items less

food and energy .2 .2 .3 .1 .3 .2 .2 2.9 2.6

During the first 11 months of 1996, the CPI-U rose at a 3.3 percent
seasonally adjusted annual rate (SAAR). This compares with an increase
of 2.5 percent for all of 1995. 1Increases in the food and energy
components, which acted as moderating influences throughout most of the
past five years, have been responsible for the acceleration thus far in
1996. Energy costs, which declined last year, have increased at a 7.5
percent rate, with petroleum-based energy advancing at an 11.6 percent
SAAR. The food index has risen at a 4.6 percent annual rate in the
first 11 months after increasing 2.1 percent in all of 1995. Excluding
food and energy, the CPI-U advanced at a 2.7 percent rate in the first
11 months of 1996. This compares with a 3.0 percent increase for all of
1995.

The food and beverage index rose 0.3 percent in November. The
index for grocery store food prices, which increased 3.4 percent over
the preceding five months, rose 0.3 percent in November. Substantially
smaller increases in the indexes for dairy products and for fruits and
vegetables--up 0.1 and 0.2 percent, following increases of 1.7 and 1.5
percent, respectively, in October--were responsible for the moderation
in November. Prior to November, the index for dairy products had risen
8.6 percent in the preceding five-month period. Among the other major
grocery store food groups, the index for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs
increased 0.3 percent in November. The index for pork, which had risen
9.6 percent in the five-month period ended in September, slowed
substantially in October and November. (Prior to seasonal adjustment,
pork prices declined 0.2 percent in October and were unchanged in
November.) The indexes for beef and for poultry increased 0.7 and 0.1
percent, respectively. The index for cereal and bakery products rose
0.6 percent, reflecting a 1.9 percent increase in the price of white
bread. The index for other food at home increased 0.1 percent, the
same as in October. The other two components of the food and beverage



index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages--increased 0.3 and
declined 0.1 percent, respectively, in November.

The housing component rose 0.2 percent in November. Shelter costs
increased 0.2 percent in November, following a rise of 0.3 percent in
October. Within shelter, renters' costs rose 0.2 percent; homeowners'
costs, 0.3 percent; and maintenance and repair costs, 0.6 percent. The
index for fuel and other utilities rose 0.5 percent. Household fuels
increased 0.9 percent, reflecting increases of 3.4 percent in the index
for natural gas and 1.9 percent in the index for fuel oil. The index
for electricity declined 0.5 percent. (Prior to seasonal adjustment,
charges for electricity fell 2.7 percent.) The index for other
utilities and public services rose 0.2 percent, the same as in each of
the preceding two months. The index for household furnishings and
operation declined 0.1 percent in November, the same as in October.

The transportation index increased 0.2 percent in November,
following a rise of 0.1 percent in October. A sharp increase in the
index for motor fuel was partially offset by another drop in automobile
purchase costs and a downturn in the index for airline fares. The index
for gasoline, which in October registered its first increase since May,
advanced 1.8 percent in November. (Prior to seasonal adjustment,
gasoline prices registered their first increase since May--up 1.8
percent, following a 0.5 percent decline in October.) As of November,
the gasoline index was 9.8 percent below its peak level of December
1990. Automobile purchase costs declined for the second consecutive
month in November. The index for new vehicles, which declined 0.2
percent in October, fell 0.1 percent in November. (Prior to seasonal
adjustment, new vehicle prices rose 0.7 percent.) As of November,
nearly 50 percent of the new vehicle sample was represented by 1997
models. The 1997 models will continue to be phased in over the next
several months as they replace old models at dealerships. The index for
automobile finance charges declined 1.2 percent in November, following a
0.3 percent drop in October. The index for used cars also declined for
the second consecutive month--down 0.4 percent in November. The index
for airline fares, which increased 2.9 and 1.9 percent in September and
October, respectively, declined 0.7 percent in November. (Prior to
seasonal adjustment, airline fares were unchanged in November.)

The index for apparel and upkeep rose 0.5 percent in November, the
same as in each of the two preceding months. (Prior to seasonal
adjustment, clothing prices fell 0.1 percent in November.)

Medical care costs rose 0.3 percent in November to a level 3.1
percent above a year ago. The index for medical care commodities--



prescription drugs, nonprescription drugs, and medical supplies--
declined 0.2 percent in November. The index for medical care services
rose 0.4 percent. Charges for professional services and hospital and
related services increased 0.5 and 0.3 percent, respectively.

Entertainment costs rose 0.1 percent in November, following an
increase of 0.3 percent in October. In November the index for
entertainment commodities was unchanged, while the index for
entertainment services rose 0.3 percent.

The index for other goods and services increased 0.4 percent in
November, the same as in October. The index for tobacco products
increased 0.4 percent in November and has risen 1.8 percent in the past
three months.

CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and
Clerical Workers rose 0.3 percent in November.

Table B. Percent changes in CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers (CPI-W)
Seasonally adjusted Un-
Compound adjusted
Expenditure Changes from preceding month annual rate 12-mos.
Category 1996 3-mos. ended ended
May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Nov. '96 ©Nov. '96
All TItems .3 .1 .2 .1 .3 .3 .3 3.7 3.3
Food and beverages 1 .7 4 .4 .5 .5 .3 5.6 4.3
Housing 2 .1 4 .2 .1 .2 .3 2.7 2.9
Apparel and upkeep 2 -.6 0 -1.5 .5 .4 .5 5.4 -.1
Transportation 6 -.6 -.4 -.1 .4 .2 .3 3.7 4.0
Medical care 3 .3 3 .1 .2 .2 .3 2.8 3.2
Entertainment 4 .3 0 .3 .1 .3 .3 2.3 3.1
Other goods
and services .4 .1 .4 .2 2 5 3 4.0 3.6
Special Indexes:
Energy 1.1 -2.0 -.9 =-.5 .0 .8 1.4 9.1 8.5
Food .1 .8 .5 .3 .5 .6 .3 5.8 4.4

All items less
food and energy .2 .1 .2 .1 .3 .2 .2 2.7 2.5



Consumer Price Index data for December are scheduled for release on
Tuesday, January 14, 1997, at 8:30 A.M. (EST). Releases for the
remainder of 1997:

Feb. 19
Aug. 14

Mar. 19
Sep. 16

Apr. 15
Oct. 16

May 15
Nov. 18

June 17
Dec. 16

July 16

Jan. 13, 1998

New Seasonal Adjustment Method to be Implemented

Effective with the release of revised seasonally adjusted data for 1992-
1996 on February 14, 1997, the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) will
begin using X-12-ARIMA seasonal adjustment software (developed by the
Bureau of the Census) for performing Intervention Analysis Seasonal
Adjustment (IASA) for selected CPI series. The X-12 ARIMA methodology
incorporates a number of technical enhancements that improve the
estimation of seasonal factors. This change will affect 20 CPI series.
In addition, all remaining Consumer Price Index series requiring
seasonal adjustment will be processed using X-12-ARIMA software
beginning in February 1998. Seasonal adjustment methods in the Producer
Price Index will change in similar fashion.

For more information, please contact Claire Gallagher on (202) 606-6968.

Recalculated Seasonally Adjusted Indexes to be Available on February 14,
1997

Each year with the release of the January CPI, seasonal adjustment
factors are recalculated to reflect price movements from the just-
completed calendar year. This routine annual recalculation may result
in revisions to seasonally adjusted indexes for the previous 5 years.



BLS will make available recalculated seasonally adjusted indexes,
well as recalculated seasonal adjustment factors,

1992 through December 1996,

at 8:30 a.m.

on Friday,

February 14,

as

for the period January

1997.

Seasonal factors for 1997 for directly adjusted series will also be

available.
of the January 1997 CPI on Wednesday,

February 19, 1997.

The revised indexes and seasonal factors will be available on the

internet at gopher://stats.bls.gov.
directory, and then the "cpi"

be in the file revseas.cpi.

directory.

Choose the "special requests"”

For further information please contact Claire McAnaw Gallagher or

Richard Kerr on (202) 606-6968.
Table 1. Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers
group

(1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted)

(CPI-U): U.

Relative
importance,
December Oct.
1995 1996
Expenditure category
All dtemsS ..ttt ittt ittt e e 100.000 158.3
All items (1967=100) ...t eeeeeennnn. - 474 .1
Food and beveragesS ...t nneeeennenns 17.332 155.8
FOOd ittt it e e e 15.766 155.4
Food at home .........ciiiiiiiiinnnnn.. 9.880 156.8
Cereals and bakery products ........ 1.473 175.1
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs ..... 2.936 147.9
Dairy producCts ...t ineeeennnnn. 1.169 149.3
Fruits and vegetables .............. 1.936 185.1
Other food at home ................. 2.365 143.9
Sugar and sweets .....iiiiiiaann .327 145.7
Fats and 0oils ..., .248 141.6
Nonalcoholic beverages ........... .763 127.6
Other prepared food .............. 1.027 158.5

S.
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The revised seasonal data will

city average,
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Food away from home ..................
Alcoholic beverages .....eeeereenneeenn.

HOUSING vttt it e ittt e eeeeeeeeeaneeneans
1 TS Il
Renters' costs 1/ vttt iiiiiieennnn

Rent, residential v,
Other renters' costs .....iieeeen..
Homeowners' costs 1/ ...

Owners' equivalent rent 1/ .........

Household insurance 1/ ......eueenn..
Maintenance and repairs 2/ ...........

Maintenance and repair_services 2/

Maintenance and repair
commodities 2/ ... ...,

Fuel and other utilities ...............
FUuels ittt it e e e e e e e e e e

Fuel oil and other household fuel
commodities ...ttt it et
Gas (piped) and electricity (energy
SETVICES) v ittt ittt ettt ettt

Other utilities and public

SErvViCeS 2/ i e

Household furnishings and operation
Housefurnishings ......... ...
Housekeeping supplies .......c.ccoen...
Housekeeping services .........eeeun..

Apparel and upkeep ...
Apparel commodities ......... ...,
Men's and boys' apparel ..............
Women's and girls' apparel............
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/

Footwear ......o.i i,
Other apparel commodities ............
Apparel services 2/ ...,
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L2277
.102
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.077

.014
.792

.356

.436

.222

.043
.445
.116
.482

.516
.967
.303
.195
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.732
.542
.550

154.
160.
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163.
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Transportation .........c.ciiiiiiiiiennn.. 16.953 143.9 144.
Private transportation ................. 15.430 140.5 141.
New vehicles ...ttt neennnns 5.027 143.8 144.
NEW CArS v ettt eeetoeeneeeeeenesannns 4.015 141.5 142.
USEA CArS vttt tteetteneeeeeneeenennnan 1.342 157.0 156.
Motor fuel ......iiiiiiiiiieeneennnns 2.908 105.9 107.
GasSoline . .ii ittt et e e - 105.2 107.
Maintenance and repairs .............. 1.535 160.5 160.
Other private transportation ......... 4.618 175.4 176.
Other private transportation
commodities ........iiiiiien.. .608 105.0 105.
Other private transportation
SErVICES ittt ittt it 4.010 192.0 193.
Public transportation .................. 1.523 187.2 187.
Medical CaAre . uiiiiiee ettt eeeeeeeeenennnnn 7.362 230.1 230.
Medical care commodities ............... 1.282 212.4 211.
Medical care ServiCes .....eueeieeeeeeenn. 6.081 234.2 234.
Professional medical services ........ 3.465 210.2 210.
Entertainment .........oeeiiiineeeennnnenn. 4.367 R/160.1 160.
Entertainment commodities .............. 1.975 © 143.6 144.
Entertainment services .........ccccco... 2.392 R/179.5 180.
Other goods and services .....iieeenenenn. 7.123 218.8 219.
Tobacco and smoking products ........... 1.610 235.3 236.
Personal care 2/ ...ttt 1.170 150.9 151.
Toilet goods_and personal care
appliances 2/ ...ttt .613 144 .6 144.
Personal care Services 2/ .....e..on... .557 157.9 158.
Personal and educational gxpenses ...... 4.342 252.5 252.
School books and supplies ............ .258 230.5 230.
Personal and educational services .... 4.084 254.3 254.
Commodity and service group
All dtemsS ittt ittt et 100.000 158.3 158.

Commodities vttt ittt it e ettt e 42.916 141.0 141.
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Food and beverages .......iieiiineeenann.
Commodities less food and beverages
Nondurables less food and beverages
Apparel commodities ...........0.....
Nondurables less food, beverages,
and apparel ...l

Durables ...ttt e e e e e
BT U o
Rent of shelter 1/ .. iennnn.
+ J—
Household services less rent of
shelter 1/ ...ttt it iiinnnn
+ J—
Transportation services ................
Medical care ServiCesS ..uuieeweeeeeneennn
Other ServiCes ...iiiie ittt neeeennnnnn
+

Special indexes

All items less food ....iiiiiii it it
All items less shelter ........ciiiiiiieenn..
All items less homeowners' costs 1/ ........
+
All items less medical CaAre .....eeeieeenen..
Commodities less food .......ciiiiiinennnnn..
Nondurables less food ........ciiiiiiennn..
Nondurables less food and apparel ..........
Nondurables ... ..ttt ittt eeeeeeeneenens
Services less rent of shelter 1/ ...........
+ —
Services less medical care services ........
Energy ot e e i e e e
All items 1eSS ENEeTrgY .« v e eeereenneeeennenns
All items less food and energy ...........
Commodities less food and
energy commodities ........... ...,
Energy commodities ........ccciiiiinn
Services less energy Services ..........
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar:
1982-84=51.00 2/ 4 iiiteeteeteneanenanns

1967=81.00 2/ ittt it

17.
25.
15.
.967

10.
10.
57.
27.

[e))

84.
71.
79.

92.
27.
le.
11.
32.
29.

51.
.700
93.
.534

77

23.
.264
53.

332
584
075

108
509
084
671

.681

.068
.081
.583

234
711
898

638
150
641
674
407
414
004

300

885
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1/ Indexes on a December 1982=100 base.
+
2/ Not seasonally adjusted.
+ —
- Data not available.
R/ Revised.
+ J—
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.

Table 2. Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U): Seasonally adjusted U.S. city average, by expenditure category and
commodity and service group

(1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted)

_I_
Seasonally adjusted indexes Seasonally adjusted annual rate
percent change for
3 months ended- 6 months ended-
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Feb. May Aug. Nov. May Nov.
1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996
Expenditure category
N e O = - - - - 3.2 4.5 1.8 3.3 3.8 2.6
Food and beverages . ... ettt eeeeenneeenns 154.6 155.3 156.3 156.7 1.6 4.0 5.9 5.5 2.8 5.7
o Y T 154.4 155.1 156.1 156.5 1.3 4.0 6.5 5.6 2.7 6.0
Food at home ....... ... eennnnnn. 155.5 156.5 157.6 158.0 .5 5.1 8.4 6.6 2.8 7.5
Cereals and bakery products .......... 174.3 174.7 175.1 176.2 4.3 5.0 1.2 4.4 4.6 2.8
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs ....... 145.8 147.4 148.1 148.6 1.7 -1.4 12.4 7.9 .1 10.1
Dairy produCts .. ie i inneeeenneeenns 144.8 147.2 149.7 149.8 8.3 3.0 21.9 14.5 5.6 18.2
Fruits and vegetables ................ 186.3 186.1 188.9 189.2 -6.8 17.8 9.3 6.4 4.8 7.8
Other food at home ............. ... 143.0 143.7 143.8 144.0 .3 4.0 1.1 2.8 2.1 2.0
Sugar and SWeetLsS ...ttt 144.2 145.6 145.4 144.9 7.1 4.6 3.1 2.0 5.8 2.5
Fats and 0ils ..., 141.0 141.9 141.6 141.9 .6 2.3 3.5 2.6 1.4 3.0
Nonalcoholic beverages ............. 129.0 128.2 127.5 127.5 -6.3 1.9 -.6 -4.6 -2.3 -2.6
Other prepared food ..........ccv... 156.0 157.6 158.5 159.2 2.9 5.9 1.8 8.5 4.4 5.1
Food away from home ..........c0ccceun.. 153.1 153.5 154.2 154.7 2.4 2.4 2.9 4.2 2.4 3.6
Alcoholic beverages . ... ee e eeeeeeeennn. 158.9 159.7 160.3 160.2 3.7 3.4 2.3 3.3 3.5 2.8
HOUSING vttt ittt it ettt eeeeeeeeanaaaeens 153.2 153.5 154.0 154.3 3.2 2.9 2.7 2.9 3.1 2.8
Shelter ...t e e e e e 171.4 171.7 172.3 172.7 3.4 2.9 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1



Renters' costs 1/ ..ttt iiiiiiiinnnnnn.

Rent, residential vt
Other renters' costs ...
Homeowners' costs 1/ .. iiennnnnn

Owners' equivalent rent 1/ ...........
Household insurance 1/ ......oeeeenunnn.
Maintenance and repairs 2/ ...eeeueeo....
Maintenance and repair_services 2/
Maintenance and repair commodities 2/

Fuel and other utilities .................
S
Fuel o0il and other household fuel
commOdities ..t ii ittt
Gas (piped) and electricity (energy
SEYVICES) vt ittt ittt et e ettt
Other utilities and public services 2/

Household furnishings and operation ......
Housefurnishings .......... ...
Housekeeping supplies ......ceeieieenenen..
Housekeeping services .......c.oieieeenen..

Apparel and Upkeep ...ttt it e e
Apparel commodities ......i.iiiiiiiiiiiin..
Men's and boys' apparel .......... ...,
Women's and girls' apparel .............
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/ ......

Footwear ...ttt it ittt i ii e
Other apparel commodities ..............
Apparel ServicCes 2/ ...ttt

Transportation . ...t ie ettt eeeeeeenneeenns
Private transportation ...................
New vehicles ...t ii ittt ieenennenns
NEeW CArS v ittt ittt ttneeeesoeceenssassas

USEA CATS v ittt ittt teeeeeeeeseeeeeenns

180.

162.
216.
177.

177.

161.

139.
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114.

94.

122.
158.

124.
111.
141.
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Motor fuel ......iiiiiieeeeeneneanns 104.5 104.2 105.0 106.
Gasoline ...t e e 103.9 103.5 104.2 106.
Maintenance and repairs ........c.c.cc.... 158.6 159.8 160.4 160.
Other private transportation ........... 174.9 175.5 175.3 175.
Other private transportation
commodities ...ttt 105.0 105.2 105.2 105.
Other private transportation
SETVICES ittt ittt it 191.5 192.3 192.0 192.
Public transportation .............ccc0.... 183.4 187.1 189.3 187.
Medical Care ..ttt ittt it ettt tetteaeaeanns 229.4 229.8 230.3 230.
Medical care commodities ..........ccci... 211.1 211.4 212.4 211.
Medical care ServiCes .....eieieneeeeennns 233.4 233.8 234.2 235.
Professional medical services .......... 209.2 209.8 210.4 211.
Entertainment .........iiiiitneinnnneenan 159.6 159.7 R/160.2 160.
Entertainment commodities ................ 143.3 143.3  143.7 143.
Entertainment services ..........cciie.... 178.7 178.9 R/179.5 180.
Other goods and SEervicCes .....uieieeeeeeennns 217.5 217.6 218.5 219.
Tobacco and smoking products ............. 233.0 234.6 236.2 237.
Personal care 2/ ...ttt iennnneenannn 150.5 150.8 150.9 151.
Toilet goods_and personal care
appliances 2/ ...t e 145.0 145.1 144.6 144.
Personal care services 2/ ......ieenin... 156.5 157.2 157.9 158.
Personal and educational gxpenses ........ 250.1 249.5 250.4 251.
School books and supplies ........cee... 229.0 229.0 230.5 231.
Personal and educational services ...... 251.6 250.9 251.8 252.
Commodity and service group
N O =« (1 - - - -
(0703 01101To Yo B i S 139.8 140.4 140.9 141.
Food and beverages ... ee it eeneeeennenns 154.6 155.3 156.3 156.
Commodities less food and beverages ...... 130.9 131.3 131.6 132.
Nondurables less food and beverages .... 131.8 132.0 132.7 133.
Apparel commodities ........c.iiiiea.n. 126.1 126.7 127.3 128.
Nondurables less food, beverages,
and apparel ... e e 137.8 137.7 138.7 139.
Durables ...t e e 129.3 129.7 129.6 129.
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1T Y/ N =
Rent of shelter 1/ ...t eeeeenn

Household services less rent
Of shelter 1/ ittt

Transportation services .........iieenene...
Medical Ccare SEeIrVIiCEeS v .v it eteeneeenennn
Other services ...ttt ittt tit i

Special indexes

All items less food ...ttt i i e e e
All items less shelter ...ttt ieiennn.
All items less homeowners' costs 1/ ..........

All items less medical CAre ...t enneennnn
Commodities less food ......iiiiiiin e,
Nondurables less food ......c.iiiii it ennnn.
Nondurables less food and apparel ............
Nondurables ...ttt ittt ittt ettt teeaeeneenns
Services less rent of shelter 1/ .............

Services less medical care services ..........
5 0 < e
All items 1eSS ENETJY .« e et ennneeeeneeeeennns
All items less food and energy .............
Commodities less food and energy
commodities ...t e
Energy commodities .........ciiiiiiii...
Services less energy ServicCes ............

1/ Indexes on a December 1982=100 base.
2/ Not seasonally adjusted.

- Data not available.
R/ Revised.

NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole,
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178.

142.

181.
233.
203.

157.
153.
158.
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132.
133.
138.
143.
183.

169.
109.
163.
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103.
180.
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not to any specific date.
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Table 3.

(1982-84=100,

Area Pricing
schedule Aug.
1/ 1996
U.S. City average ... eeeeeeeeeenneeennn M 157.
Region and area size 2/

Northeast uUrban. . ....ou ettt ittt M 164.
Size A - More than 1,200,000 ........ M 164.
Size B - 500,000 to 1,200,000 ....... M 162.
Size C - 50,000 to 500,000 .......... M le6l.

North Central urban .......oeeeeeeeennenn M 153.
Size A - More than 1,200,000 ........ M 154.
Size B - 360,000 to 1,200,000 ....... M 152.
Size C - 50,000 to 360,000 .......... M 154.
Size D - Nonmetropolitan

(less than 50,000) ......... M 150.

South urban ......ii ittt enn. M 154.
Size A - More than 1,200,000 ........ M 153.
Size B - 450,000 to 1,200,000 ....... M 156.
Size C - 50,000 to 450,000 .......... M 154.
Size D - Nonmetropolitan

(less than 50,000) ......... M 152.

WesSt Urban .. v ittt it ittt it et e ieennn M 158.
Size A - More than 1,250,000 ........ M 158.
Size C - 50,000 to 330,000 .......... M 162.

Size classes
A M 141.
1= 3 M 157.

Consumer Price Index for All

unless otherwise noted)

Urban Consumers:

IS ~ 0 O P o N JO

o o

Indexes
Sept. Oct.
1996 1996

157.8 158.
164.6 165.
165.4 165.
162.2 162.
162.2 163.
154.0 154.
154.5 154.
153.3 154.
155.4 156.
151.0 151.
154.5 154.
153.5 153.
157.3 157.
154.4 154.
153.2 154.
158.6 159.
158.7 159.
163.0 163.
142.4 142.
157.9 158.

Selected areas,

all

items index

O W J

= U1 O O

o J J O

Nov.
1996

158.

165.
166.
163.
164.

155.
155.
154.
157.

151.
155.
153.
158.
154.
154.
159.
159.
163.
142.

158.
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Percent change to
1996 from-

Nov.
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1995
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et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e M 157.0 157.4 158.2 158.5 3.3 .7 .2 3.2 .8
5 M 154.0 154.7 155.5 155.8 3.9 .7 .2 3.7 1.0
Selected local areas
Chicago-Gary-Lake County, IL-IN-WI...... M 158.1 158.3 158.8 159.4 3.5 .7 .4 2.9 .4
Los Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside, CA ...... M 157.3 158.2 158.8 158.4 2.6 .1 -.3 2.3 1.0
N.Y.-Northern N.J.-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT M 167.2 168.2 168.2 168.4 2.8 .1 .1 2.8 .6
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, PA-NJ-DE-MD M 163.6 164.5 164.9 164.3 2.9 -.1 -.4 2.8 .8
San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose, CA ..... M 155.6 156.3 R/156.9 156.9 3.0 .4 .0 2.8 .8
Baltimore, MD v i ittt it ittt 1 - 155.4 - 154.8 2.4 -.4 - - -
Boston-Lawrence-Salem, MA-NH ........... 1 - 163.5 - 166.3 3.7 1.7 - - -
Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH ............. 1 - 153.5 - 153.8 3.8 .2 - - -
Miami-Fort Lauderdale, FL ......veeene... 1 - 154.06 - 156.4 4.1 1.2 - - -
St. Louis-East St. Louis, MO-IL ........ 1 - 151.0 - 151.4 3.9 .3 - - -
Washington, DC-MD-VA ......c.cceeeeeenenen. 1 - 160.8 - 161.2 3.9 .2 - - -
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX ....iuiiiwerienennn. 2 149.5 - 150.7 - - - - 2.7 .8
Detroit—-Ann Arbor, MI .......cieeeeenn.. 2 152.7 - 153.8 - - - - 2.7 .7
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria, TX ......... 2 142.8 - 143.2 - - - - 1.1 .3
Pittsburgh-Beaver Valley, PA ........... 2 153.6 - 154.5 - - - - 2.7 .6
1/ Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all areas; most other goods and services priced as
B indicated:
M - Every month.
1 - January, March, May, July, September, and November.
2 - February, April, June, August, October, and December.
2/ Regions defined as the four Census regions. See map in technical notes.
3/ Indexes on a December 1986=100 base.
- Data not available.
R/ Revised.
NOTE: Local area CPI indexes are byproducts of the national CPI program. FEach local index has a smaller sample size than

the national index and is, therefore, subject to substantially more sampling and other measurement error. As a
result, local area indexes show greater volatility than the national index, although their long-term trends are
similar. Therefore, the Bureau of Labor Statistics strongly urges users to consider adopting the national average
CPI for use in their escalator clauses.
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Table 4. Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers

commodity and service group

(1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted)

Expenditure category

N O i =«
All items (1967=100) . vttt eeenennenn
Food and beverages ......ceiiiiieennnenn.
KT Y
Food at home ........ ...
Cereals and bakery products ........
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs .....

Dairy produCts ... inneneennnnnn
Fruits and vegetables ..............

Other food at home .................

Sugar and sweets ......ciiiiiia..

Fats and 0oils ...,
Nonalcoholic beverages ...........

Other prepared food ..............

Food away from home ..................
Alcoholic beverages .......ciiiiiiiian..

HOUSING t ittt it ittt e e et et ie e eaeeaeens
Shelter ittt ittt ettt ettt ittt
Renters' costs 1/ vttt ennnnn
Rent, residential v,

Other renters' costs ......cci..
Homeowners' costs 1/ ... inennnn.
Owners' equivalent rent 1/ .........

Household insurance 1/ .

Maintenance and repairs 2/ ...........

Relative

importance,

December
1995

100.

[}

38.
25.
.091

000

.262
.581
.206
.682
.453
.300
.052
.719
.369
.285
.885
.180
.374
.681

888
976

.616
.475
.695
.366
.329

.189

Unadjusted indexes

Oct.
1996

155.
463.

155.
154.
155.
174.
147.
148.
184.
143.
145.
141.
127.
158.
154.
159.

150.
167.
158.
162.
214.
162.
162.
148.

138.

ONNREFE WU R WO JWwoN N

o

Nov.
1996

155.
464.

155.
155.
156.
175.
148.
149.
185.
143.
144.
140.
126.
158.
154.
159.

150.
167.
157.
163.
207.
162.
163.
150.

139.

N O

O I JOUO OO NMNDNOR BB

~J J

(CPI-W) :

U.

S. city average,

Unadjusted

percent change to

Nov. 1996 from-
Nov. 1995 Oct. 1996
3.3 0.3
4.3 .3
4.4 .3
5.2 .3
3.7 .2
5.2 7
11.8 .2
6.2 .6
2.1 -.3
4.0 -1.1
2.0 -.6
-2.4 -.3
4.9 .0
3.1 .3
3.2 .1
2.9 .0
3.0 .1
3.2 -.4
2.8 .3
5.0 -3.4
2.8 .2
2.8 .2
3.5 .9
3.2 1.0

by expenditure category and

Seasonally adjusted

percent change from-

Aug. to
Sept.
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Maintenance and repair services 2/

Maintenance and repair
commodities 2/ ...... ...,

Fuel and other utilities ...............
Fuels ittt it et e e e e e e e

Fuel oil and other household fuel
commOdities .ttt
Gas (piped) and electricity (energy
SETYVICES) v it it ittt ettt et e

Other utilities and public

SErvViCesS 2/ it e

Household furnishings and operation
Housefurnishings ......... ...
Housekeeping supplies .......c.ciiun...
Housekeeping services .........oeeun..

Apparel and upkeep ...ttt i it
Apparel commodities ........ ...
Men's and boys' apparel ..............
Women's and girls' apparel............
Infants' and toddlers' apparel 2/

Footwear .......ci i,
Other apparel commodities ............
Apparel services 2/ ...t

Transportation .......ceiiiiinneeeennnnns
Private transportation .................
New vehicles ...ttt
New Cars ...ttt ittt tneeenens
USed CaArS tit ittt ettt teneeeeannns
Motor fuel ... ..t iiiiiiinnnnnnn.
Gasoline ittt e e e e e e e
Maintenance and repairs ..............
Other private transportation .........

Other private transportation
commodities .......i.iiiiiiiia...

Other private transportation
SETVICES ittt ittt eneeeenns
Public transportation ..................

.105

.085

7.247
3.887

.327

767

4.488
1.173

149.

124.

128.
115.

102.

122.

159.

123.
109.
142.
152.

132.
129.
129.
125.
128.

129.
151.
159.

143.
141.
145.
141.
158.
106.
105.
161.
171.

104.

188.
184.
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144.
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141.
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104.
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184.
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Medical CaAre i iiiiee et eeeeeeeeneenennnnn 6.262 229.4 229.
Medical care commodities ............... 1.055 209.8 209.
Medical care ServiCes .....eveieenneeenn. 5.208 233.9 234.

Professional medical services ........ 2.965 211.4 212.

Entertainment .........oeeeiiineeeennnnnnn. 4.029 R/157.8 158.
Entertainment commodities .............. 2.053 ©142.5 142.
Entertainment services ..........c0..... 1.976 R/179.7 180.

Other goods and services ......iieeneeen.. 7.006 215.3 215.
Tobacco and smoking products ........... 2.135 234.8 235.
Personal Care 2/ ittt 1.132 150.9 151.

Toilet goods_and personal care
appliances 2/ ...t .635 145.4 145.
Personal care services 2/ ......e..... .497 158.0 158.
Personal and educational gxpenses ...... 3.739 247.7 248.
School books and supplies ............ L2277 232.4 232.
Personal and educational services .... 3.512 249.2 249.
Commodity and service group
All dtemS ittt ittt e 100.000 155.5 155.

Commodities it in ittt et ieeeeennannn 47.052 141.0 141.
Food and beveragesS . ....eieeeeeeeeeennnn 19.262 155.2 155.
Commodities less food and beverages .... 27.790 132.3 132.

Nondurables less food and beverages .. 16.074 133.8 134.
Apparel commodities ............ ..., 5.017 129.2 129.
Nondurables less food, beverages,

and apparel ... i 11.057 139.0 140.

DUrables ittt it i et e e e 11.716 129.2 129.

ST VICES ittt ittt et e e 52.948 173.0 173.
Rent of shelter 1/ ...t iennnn. 25.430 161.3 161.
Household services less rent of

shelter 1/ ..ot e ittt inennnn. 8.531 131.5 131.
Transportatign services ......iiiiii.. 7.279 180.8 181.
Medical care Services ......iiiienneeenn. 5.208 233.9 234.

Other ServViCesS v .iv ittt ittt 6.501 R/200.9 201.
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Special indexes

All items less food ...ttt 82.419 155.5 155.8
All items less shelter .........c..iiiiiie... 74.024 152.4 152.8
All items less homeowners' costs 1/ ........ 82.305 146.1 146.4
_I_
All items less medical care ..... e 93.738 152.0 152.3
Commodities less food .......iiiiiiiininnn. 29.471 133.4 134.0
Nondurables less food .......ciiiiiieeennnn.. 17.756 135.3 136.0
Nondurables less food and apparel .......... 12.739 140.0 141.1
NoNdUTrables & vttt ittt it et eeeeeeeanaanns 35.336 144.8 145.4
Services less rent of shelter 1/ ........... 27.518 164.4 164.7
_I_
Services less medical care services ........ 47.740 167.8 167.9
o ol Y 7.470 110.1 110.9
All items 1eSS ENEeTgY .« v e eeereenneeeeneenns 92.530 161.9 162.2
All items less food and energy ........... 74.949 163.7 163.9
Commodities less food and
energy commodities .......... ... ..., 25.560 141.6 141.8
Energy commodities ......... ... 3.911 106.0 108.2
Services less energy sServices .......... 49.388 178.6 178.9
Purchasing power of the consumer dollar:
1982-84=51.00 2/ 4 iiitteteeeeneaneaanns - $.643 $.642
_I_
1967=51.00 2/ tuvriereeeeeeeeaanaannns - .216 .215
+ —
_I_
1/ Indexes on a December 1984=100 base.
_I_
2/ Not seasonally adjusted.
_I_
- Data not available.
R/ Revised.
+ p—
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.
Table 5. Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers

commodity and service group

(1982-84=

100, unless otherwise noted)

w W

(CPI-W):

W 0N W

NN oW
oo 0w

IS

U1 N oo 0w

O =

U.

S.

N W

N 00N

PN J -

=

city average,

3 .2 3
3 .3 3
3 .3 3
3 .3 3
4 .3 3
1 .6 7
1 .7 9
2 .6 6
4 .1 4
.2 .3 .2
.0 .8 1.4
.4 .2 .2
.3 .2 .2
4 .1 1
2 1.4 1.9
2 .2 3
-.3 -.3 -.2

by expenditure category and



Expenditure category

All dLeImMS ittt ittt et e e e e e e e e e e
Food and beverages
Food
Food at home
Cereals and bakery products
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs

Dairy produCts .. eie i ineeeeenneennns
Fruits and vegetables

Other food at home

Sugar and sweets

Fats and oils
Nonalcoholic beverages

Other prepared food

Food away from home
Alcoholic beverages

Housing
Shelter
Renters'

COSES 1/ et e e
Rent, residential
Other renters' costs

Homeowners' costs 1/

Owners' equivaleﬁt rent 1/

Household insurance 1/

Maintenance and repairg 2/

Maintenance and repair services 2/

Maintenance and repair commodities 2/

Seasonally adjusted indexes

Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.
1996 1996 1996 1996
154.2 155.0 155.8 156.
153.8 154.6 155.5 156.
154.7 155.7 156.6 157.
174.1 174.3 174.7 175.
145.5 147.0 147.7 148.
144.3 147.0 149.4 149.
186.0 185.7 188.1 188.
142.7 143.4 143.3 143.
144.2 145.5 145.3 144.
140.7 141.5 141.4 141.
128.5 127.8 127.0 127.
155.9 157.5 158.2 159.
153.1 153.4 154.2 154.
158.2 159.1 159.7 159.
150.0 150.2 150.5 151.
166.7 167.0 167.3 167.
157.7 157.9 158.2 158.
162.2 162.6 162.8 163.
217.0 216.6 217.4 217.
161.4 161.7 162.1 162.
161.7 162.0 162.3 162.
147.4 147.9 148.7 150.
138.0 138.0 138.5 139.
149.0 149.4 149.5 149.
124.1 123.6 124.8 127.
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Seasonally adjusted annual rate
percent change for
3 months ended-

May Aug. Nov. May
1996 1996 1996 1996
4.8 1.3 3.7 4.0
3.8 6.2 5.6 2.7
3.8 6.5 5.8 2.7
4.9 8.4 6.6 2.8
5.0 1.4 4.2 4.7
-1.4 12.7 7.9 .1
3.6 20.6 15.8 5.8
18.6 9.6 5.7 4.8
3.7 1.7 2.5 2.0
5.2 3.1 1.4 6.0
1.4 3.8 2.9 1.0
2.2 -.6 -4.0 -2.4
5.1 2.6 8.2 4.4
2.7 2.9 4.2 2.5
3.1 2.3 4.4 3.1
3.3 2.7 2.7 3.2
3.2 2.9 2.9 3.1
2.9 3.9 2.0 3.4
2.5 2.8 2.5 2.9
4.0 7.9 7 5.7
3.3 2.5 3.3 2.9
3.3 2.5 3.0 2.9
1.4 2.8 7.2 1.9
5.4 1.5 5.6 2.8
5.1 6.1 2.4 3.2
5.6 -4.4 10.0 2.6

6 months ended-

Nov.
1996
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Fuel and ot
Fuels ...
Fuel oi

her utilities ...,

1 and other household fuel

commodities ...,
Gas (piped) and electricity (energy

ser
Other uti

Household f
Housefurn
Housekeep
Housekeep

Apparel and u

VICES) ittt ittt ettt ettt eeeennn
lities and public services 2/

urnishings and operation ......
ishings ...... ..
ing supplies .....ciiiiii..
ing services ......c.c.iiiiiiii..

Pkeep .. e e e

Apparel commodities ...ttt
Men's and boys' apparel ................

Women's a
Infants'

Footwear
Other app

nd girls' apparel .............
and toddlers' apparel 2/ ......

arel commodities ........c..0...

Apparel Services 2/ ...t

Transportatio
Private tra
New vehic
New car

Used cars
Motor fue
Gasolin
Maintenan

0
nsportation ..........c.0 i
les i e e
S i e ettt ettt
L e e e e e
ittt e e e
ce and repairs ...e.iiiiieieeee..

Other private transportation ...........

Other p

rivate transportation

commOdities .ttt it e e

Other p

rivate transportation

SEIVICES ittt ittt et e e

Public tran

Medical care
Medical car
Medical car

Professio

Entertainment

sportation ........c.c. ...

e commodities ......iiiiiee.
€ SEIVICES vttt ittt it
nal medical services ..........

127.
114.

94.

121.
158.

123.
109.
141.
151.

129.
125.
127.
120.
126.

127.
145.
159.

142.
140.
145.
141.
156.
104.
103.
159.
170.

104.

187.
180.

228.
208.
233.
210.

157.
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127.

114

97.

121.
158.

123.
110.
142.
152.

129.
126.
126.
121.
132.

127.
149.
159.

143.
140.
145.
142.
157.
104.
103.
160.
171.

104.

188.
182.

229.
208.
233.
211.

157

8 128.
.3 115.
4 103.
6 121.
8 159.
6 123.
1 1009.
0 141.
1 152.
6 130.
2 126.
1 126.
3 121.
4 128.
3 127.
2 151.
7 159.
1 143.
9 141.
9 145.
4 142.
4 157.
2 105.
6 104.
7 l61.
5 171.
4 104.
4 188.
9 184.
1 229.
9 210.
6 233.
0 211.

.4 R/157.
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109.
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Entertainment commodities ................
Entertainment SErviCesS .. v viitieeneeennnn

Other goods and ServicCes ......iiieeeeeeennnn
Tobacco and smoking products .............
Personal Care 2/ .ttt i

Toilet goods_and personal care
appliances 2/ ..t

Personal care services 2/ ...,

Personal and educational gxpenses ........
School books and suppliesS .....c.oeeenn..
Personal and educational services ......

Commodity and service group

7N O =« (1

(@) 11110 T B i i = P

Food and beverages .......cciiiiiiiiiienn.

Commodities less food and beverages ......
Nondurables less food and beverages

Apparel commodities .........ciiiia.n..
Nondurables less food, beverages,

and apparel ...t

Durables ...ttt e e e e

ST L

Rent of shelter 1/ ...t iiennnennn.

Household services less rent
of shelter 1/ i,

Transportation services ........iceeeene...
Medical CAre SEeIrVIiCES v .vittweteeeeeeneens
Other ServicCes ..ttt ittt ittt

Special indexes
All items less foOd ...ttt ittt

All items less shelter .......iiiiiiinineenn..
All items less homeowners' costs 1/ ..........

142.
179.

213.
232.
150.

145.

156.

245.
230.
246.

139.
154.
131.
131.
125.

137.
129.
172.
160.

131.

179.
233.
199.

154.
151.
145.
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142.
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234.
150.

145.

157.

244,
230.
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140.
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126.
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1209.
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131.

180.
233.
199.

154.
151.
145.
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142,
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158.
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131.

180.
233.
R/200.

155.
152.
146.
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Table 6.

Al
Co
No
No
No
Se

Se

Al

1 items less medical care ............
mmodities less food ............ ...,
ndurables less food .........c.iiio..
ndurables less food and apparel ......
ndurables . ...t e e e e e
rvices less rent of shelter 1/ .......

rvices less medical care services ....
Enerqgy
1 items 1SS eNergy e eeeeeeeeoennennn
All items less food and energy .......

Commodities less food and energy

commodities ...... ...,
Energy commodities ...............
Services less energy services ......

1/ Indexes on a December 1984=100 base.

2/ Not seasonally adjusted.

- Data not available.
R/ Revised.

NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole,

(1982-84=100, unless otherwise noted)

U.

S.

Area

Clty average . ... ii ettt eeeeeennnn

Region and area size 2/

Pricing
schedule

1/

150.
132.
133.
138.
143.
163.

167.
108.
160.
162.

140.
103.
177.

9 151.
2 132.
3 133.
5 138.
2 143.
5 164.
0 167.
7 108.
9 l6l.
9 163.
6 141.
6 103.
9 178.

Aug.
1996

154.5

SO I W N Oy J W

o

Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers:

151.
133.
134.
139.
144.
164.

167.
1009.
161.
163.

141.
105.
3 178.

DD oY N

~J O o @

w W

not to any specific date.

Indexes
Sept. Oct.
1996 1996

155.1 155.5

152.
133.
135.
140.
145.
165.

168.
111.
162.
164.

141.
107.
7 179.

3

5

2

8 1
3

0

2 2
1 13
3 2
0 2
4 2
3 25
2 3.

Nov.
1996

155.9
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Selected areas,
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all items index

Percent change to
Nov.

Nov.
1995

3.

3

1996 from-

Sept. Oct.

1996 1996
0.5

NN W o N

w o N

W oy o U1 i W

8 4.0 2.5
0 6.1 .7
8 9.5 -1.0
8 12.7 -.7
0 5.8 2.7
7 3.3 3.7
9 3.2 3.3
1 20.7 -2.6
5 2.8 3.0
7 2.8 2.2
3 1.7 .6
1 38.0 -7.6
0 3.4 3.1
Percent change to
Oct. 1996 from-
Oct. Aug. Sept.
1995 1996 1996
3.0 0. 0.



Northeast u
Size A -
Size B -
Size C -

North Centr
Size A -
Size
Size
Size

O Qw

South urban
Size A -
Size B -
Size C -
Size D

West urban
Size A -
Size C -

Size classe
A 3/

S

Chicago-Gar
Los Angeles
N.Y.-Northe
Phil.-Wilmi
San Francis

Baltimore,
Boston-Lawr

el @ =1 o 1St
More than 1,200,000
500,000 to 1,200,000
50,000 to 500,000

al urban ....... .. . 0 i ..
More than 1,200,000
360,000 to 1,200,000
50,000 to 360,000
Nonmetropolitan
(less than 50,000)

More than 1,200,000
450,000 to 1,200,000
50,000 to 450,000
Nonmetropolitan

(less than 50,000)

More than 1,250,000
50,000 to 330,000

S

elected local areas

y-Lake County, IL-IN-WI......
-Anaheim-Riverside, CA ......
rn N.J.-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT
ngton-Trenton, PA-NJ-DE-MD

co-Oakland-San Jose, CA .....

5
ence-Salem, MA-NH ...........

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain, OH .............

Miami-Fort

Lauderdale, FL ........c......

TREEXR

= TREER = TREER

EREER T RE =R

N

lel.
161.
160.
163.

149.
149.
148.
151.

148.

152.
151.
153.
153.

153.

154.
153.
159.

140.

154.
156.
153.

152.
151.
163.
163.
153.
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162.
161.
159.
163.

150.
150.
149.
152.

149.

153.
151.
153.
154.

153.

155.
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159.

141.

155.
156.
154.

153.
152.
164.
163.
153.

154.
162.
145.
152.
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160.
165.

151.
150.
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149.
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157.
154.

153.
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164.
164.

R/154.
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163.
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160.
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151.
151.
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154.

150.

153.
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154.
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160.

142.

156.
157.
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154.
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164.
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St. Louis-East St. Louis, MO-IL ........

’_\
|
[
a1
o
=
|
'_\
(€3]
(@)
(€3]
DWW
= oo
w
|
|
|

Washington, DC-MD-VA . ... ireennennnen. 1 - 158.2 - 158.7

Dallas-Fort Worth, TX ... vt ennennn. 2 149.5 - 150.7 - - - - 2.9 .8
Detroit-Ann Arbor, MI ......iiiireenenen. 2 148.0 - 148.8 - - - - 2.6 .5
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria, TX ......... 2 142.2 - 142.5 - - - - 1.1 .2
Pittsburgh-Beaver Valley, PA ........... 2 147.2 - 148.0 - - - - 2.6 .5

1/

NOTE :

Foods, fuels, and several other items priced every month in all areas; most other goods and services priced as

indicated:
M - Every month.
1 - January, March, May, July, September, and November.
2 - February, April, June, August, October, and December.
Regions defined as the four Census regions. See map in technical notes.

Indexes on a December 1986=100 base.

Data not available.
Revised.

Local area CPI indexes are byproducts of the national CPI program. Each local index has a smaller sample size than
the national index and is, therefore, subject to substantially more sampling and other measurement error. As a
result, local area indexes show greater volatility than the national index, although their long-term trends are
similar. Therefore, the Bureau of Labor Statistics strongly urges users to consider adopting the national average
CPI for use in their escalator clauses.



