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PREFACE

This bulletin was planned as a handbook for users of housing statistics and
presents detailed estimates of new permanent nonfarm dwelling units started during the
70-year period, 1889-1958. The statistical tables provide a gage of the level and trend
of dwelling unit construction during the entire seven decades. For parts of this period,
they distinguish between single-family houses and multifamily structures and include
information on the location, ownership (whether private or public), and construction
costs of new housing.

The statistical presentation is confined to estimates of housing starts. ilowever,
since building permits provide the principal source data for housing starts, the history
of the building permit reporting system is reviewed from its modest beginning in 1920
when annual reports were obtained from about 200 large vities, to mid-1959, when approx-
imately 7,300 permit-issuing places reported monthly to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The derivation of housing starts estimates is outlined in a series of separate time
periods which mark significant changes in estimating procedures. The reliability and
coverage of the series and the work done by private groups and individuals outside the

Bureau in developing the concepts and historical estimates of housing starts are de-
scribed briefly.

Without the cooperation of many private and public groups, it would not have been
possible to bring the nonfarm housing starts series to the place of prominence it holds in
the Nation’s body of economic intelligence. The voluntary cooperation of local building
permit officials, the financial aid received from other Government agencies, and the
special studies made by private groups using the Bureau’s building permit data, were
all important contributions.

This bulletin is a final report of the work done by the Division of Construction
Statistics, of the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics, in the develop-
ment of the nonfarm housing starts series. Effective July 1, 1959, the responsibility for
the compilation and publication of housing starts statistics was transferred to the Bureau
of the Census of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

The bulletin was prepared by Mary F. Carney. Numerous people in the Bureau of
Labor Statistics contributed to the development of housing starts estimates and to insti-
tuting and continuously extending the underlying building permit system since 1920.
Herman B. Byer, H. E. Riley, Arnold E. Chase, Marvin Wilkerson, and Henry F. Haase
had primary responsibility for these estimates at various developmental stages of the
program.

iii
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NONFARM HOUSING STARTS, 1889-1958
Evolution of the Statistical Series

INTRODUCTION

For almost 40 years, the Bureau of Labor Statistics was responsible for compiling and
estimating statistics on the volume of new nonfarm dwelling unit construction in the United
States. Like most statistical series, the development of the Nonfarm Housing Starts series
paralleled the expansion of source data, as well as the growing experience with the statistics
and the application of scientific estimating and tabulating methods. Continuity in the housing
starts series and the development of historical estimates for earlier years were possible because
the primary source of information was the local building permit, and because the Bureau’s
permit reports from the beginning showed the number of new dwelling units authorized. Briefly,
in deriving the housing starts series various adjustments were made in the number of units for
which building permits were issued to allow for canceled or lapsed permits and delays in
starting construction after the permit was obtained.

Improvements in the housing starts series and expansions in the amount and variety of
data produced were geared to meet users’ needs, within the resources available. Over the
years, the series was used as an indicator of the economic and social health of the Nation and
for market analysis. The legislative and executive branches of the Federal Government used
the housing starts statistics in determining national policy with respect to the kinds of legis-
lation and regulations that affect not only the quantity and quality of housing, but also rent
levels, the availability and prices of materials and equipment, consumer credit and mortgage
financing, and the volume of employment--both directly in the building trades and in related
and supporting industries.

BUILDING PERMITS

Initiation of Building Permit Reporting

To meet the needs of a congressional commicttee investigating housing, and of other
groups interested in finding a solution to the acute housing shortage that developed during and
after World War I, the Bureau began in 1920 to collect data from local officials who issued
building permits.

Prior to that time, building permit information had been collected from about 200 principal
cities by the U.S. Geological Survey, whose primary interest was in the kinds of materials used
in new residential and nonresidential building (that is, whether the structures were built of
wood, brick, stone, or concrete).! Their annual reports did not show the number of new dwelling
units provided.

Learning that the Geological Survey was about to drop its program, the BLS arranged in
1920 to continue the building permit reporting system as an important source of economic intel-
ligence on building activity. Plans were devised to acquire and publish facts on the value,
number, and intended use of new nonresidential buildings, and.the value and number of new
family dwelling units being provided.

1 The Geological Survey’s objective presumably was to relate materials use and requirements to
the availability of raw materials in or near each of the urban areas of the time,

(1)
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At the beginning, Bureau agents were sent to the cities to compile the building permit
data, because only a few cities were making reports on building construction and each of these
used a different reporting form. Much of the early survey and investigative work was accom-
plished through the cooperation of local building inspectors of the Building Officials’ Con-
ference of America. Subsequently, a reporting form designed by the Bureau was adopted by
almost all cities, and, since 1930, data from all reporting places have been collected by mail on
uniform schedules. The reporting form is used also by those States and other groups that have
cooperated with the Bureau in collecting the raw building permit data, and it has been adopted
by many localities for their own use.

In 1920, the BLS received building permit reports from 189 of the 287 cities in the United
States that had populations of 25,000 or more. The following year, coverage was increased to
257 of such cities, and by 1932, reports were being received from almost all (360 out of a total
of 376) cities of this population size.

During the period 1921-28, data were collected and published annually for 257 identical
cities, and semiannually for cities having populations of 100,000 or more. The Bureau publica-
tions showed the quantity and value of various types of new nonresidential structures authorized
by local building permits; the number and value of new dwelling units provided (by type of
structure); and the value of additions, alterations, and repairs to existing buildings. The re-
ports included information on publicly financed projects, which was derived from notifications
of construction contracts awarded by public agencies.

Beginning in September 1929, the BLS initiated monthly collection and publication of
these statistics for all cities with 25,000 or more population. Cities were added to the published
list whenever Census reports showed that their populations had reached that figure.?2

Between 1929 and 1933, the coverage of building permit reports was extended to include
a]l cities (about 820) having populations of 10,000 and over. A further expansion, begun in
1936, brought in all urban places, that is, all incorporated cities having populations of 2,500
or more. After this extension, more than 1,700 localities were reporting, and the number was
increased to 2,400 by January 1938, when ‘building permit coverage included places with popu-
lations of 1,000 or more.3

Special Building Permit Studies
Meantime, the Bureau conducted a variety of special studies that widened the scope and
improved the usefulness of the building statistics.

A comprehensive Building Permit Survey, undertaken in 1935, was designed to provide
(1) complete data from permits issued during 1928-35 in all cities of 10,000 or more population,
and (2) historical annual data for years prior to 1920 for as many as possible of the large cities
included in Bureau reports after 1920.4 For the latter group, data were obtained from 1870 in
some cases and from 1890 for 25 cities, and the number of localities having information available
for later years increased steadily--to 344 for the year 1920. Subsequently, the survey was ex-
tended to cover building during the 1936-38 period in 884 cities having 10,000 or more population.

2 Building permit statistics for the 257 identical cities having populations of 25,000 or more are
available annually for the period 1921-48. See Building Construction in Principal Cities of the United
States, 1921-48, and Trends in Building Pemit Activity (BLS Bull. 1243, May 1959).

3 Incorporated places of less than 2,500 population, as well as unincorporated places excluding
farms, were designated as rural nonfarm on the basis of definitions established for the 1930 Census.

The Building Pemit Survey was conducted with the cooperation of 3 other Federal agencies--the
Federal Housing Administration, the Home Loan Bank Board, and the Works Progress Administration.
WP A funds financed the study.
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Publication of detailed results of the Building .‘ermit Survey began in 1937, and was
completed for the large cities, but the study was terminated (in 1940) before data could be
tabulated and published for the smaller cities. Both published and unpublished data (which
included cost classification by type of material) were used later, however, in developing his-
torical estimates of housing starts, and in other public and private research projects in the
field of building construction, including capital formation and the financing of residential
construction.

In addition, sample surveys of building permit use, begun in the late 1920’s and conducted
periodically since then, noted the extent to which building permits fatled to result in construc-
tion (lapse or cancellation of a permit), the time lag between permit issuance and start of con-
struction, how long it took to complete various types of structures, and the gap between permit
valuations and actual construction costs. The range of information covered in individual sur-
veys varied with the needs of a given period, but there was continuous inquiry into the lag and
lapse rate of permits issued for dwelling units, and the ratio of construction costs to permit
valuations.’

Another special study, the Defense Housing Survey, covered residential building opera-
tions during 1940, 1941, and 1942 in 148 defense-connected areas.® This survey produced the
Bureau’s first comprehensive data on the relationship of housing activity in urban and rural
parts of metropolitan areas, and was used in refining the procedures for estimating nonfam
housing volume. It permitted also an analysis of the size of builders’ operations during the
period. Survey data given to defense agencies were used to determine the amount and kinds of
shelter needed for war workers.

Urban and Rural Nonfarm Estimates

Up to 1938, the Bureau’s published reports on residential construction dealt only with
information received from reporting cities. However, the steady expansion in coverage, coupled
with continuous reporting of data for 257 identical cities, made it possible to prepare estimates
of the number of dwelling units provided in the eatire urban area of the United States. This was
done by relating per capita building rates to variations in population growth in reporting urban
cities, and applying the resulting ratios to population changes in nonreporting urban cities.
The new statistical series, beginning with quarterly data for 1936-37, was first published by
the BLS in January 1938.7

The National Bureau of Economic Research had prepared similar estimates for 1936, and
they also compiled annual estimates back to 1920, covering housing activity in rural nonfarm
as well as in urban areas. In developing their estimates, the NBER used the BLS historical
statistics for the 257 identical cities as well as the enlarged body of building permit data for
incorporated and unincorporated places--which they related to changes in population and family
formation and other factors.®

5 Results of some of the building permit use smdi€s were published in separate reports and
bulletins that are included among the selected references beginning on p. 36.

6 The Defense Housing Survey was conducted at the request of the Office of the Defense Housing
Coordinator. Survey objectives are described in Activities of the Bureau of Labor Statistics in World
War II (Historical Reports of War Administration, Bureau of Labor Statistics, No. 1, June 1947, p. 49).

7 See Volume of Residential Construction, 1929-37 (in Monthly Labor Review, January 1938,
p- 248).

8 See Number of Dwelling Units Built in Urban and Nonfarm Areas, 1920-3G (in Monthly Labor
Review, January 1938, p. 254); and Non-farm Residential Construction 1920-36 (National Bureau of
Economic Research, Bull. 65, September 15, 1937).
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The BLS continued to compile and publish the series established by the NBER, which
provided a total estimate of nonfarm housing built in the United States. Subseqguently, in
1941-42, substantial upward revisions were made in the data when information from the 1940
Census became available. The urban estimates for the 1930’s were adjusted to confomm to
revised definitions of urban areas, and to take account of population shifts between rural
nonfarm and urban localities. At the same time, entirely new estimates of rural nonfarm housing
activity were developed--on the basis of *‘year-built’’ data from the 1940 Census of Iousing.

There were few changes between 1940 and 1953 in the BLS method of deriving estimates
of pew urban dwellings, but successive changes occurred in the estimating procedures for the
rural nonfarm segment. '

For the private urban total, building permit data from reporting cities (generally repre-
senting 85 percent of the urban population) were expanded to represeat all urban areas by
“*matching’’ nonreporting to reporting urban places on the basis of city population size and
location (within States and inside or outside metropolitan areas), and applying trend ratios for
reporting places to nonreporting places. Public housing figures obtained from appropriate
agencies were added to the private urban and rural nonfarm estimates to arrive at the total
nonf arm housing estimate.

For the private rural nonfarm segment, estimates for 1940-42 were derived by projecting
data from the 1940 Census of Housing on the basis of urban-rural nonfarm ratios found in the
BLS Defense [lousing Survey. From 1943 until the fall of 1946, the rural nonfarm estimates
were projected on the basis of trend in reporting places, and were adjusted, when necessary,
for consistency with urban trends. Data from building priorities granted during World War II
provided a check against gross error.10

ESTIMATING NONFARM HOUSING STARTS

The estimates described above represented the total number of nonfarm dwelling units
authorized, or scheduled to be started, in urban and rural nonfarm places. Until the close of
World War II, it was assumed there was no appreciable difference between the number of units
scheduled and the number actually started. However, the sharp uptrend in building activity at
that time met with critical shortages of materials and labor, resulting both in abandonment of
intentions to build and delays in starts on a sizable amount of construction. The need for a
current and realistic measiire of homebuilding activity led to the development of nonfarm housing
starts estimates, beginning in 1945. Preliminary estimates were released about 15 days after
the close of a given month, and the revised estimates were issued 3 months later--a practice
followed thereafter.

The 1946-47 Revision

Between 1945 and the fall of 1947, the Bureau took several steps to improve the accuracy
of its housing starts statistics.. The number of monthly building permit reporters was increased
to nearly 5,200 (including 2,513 cities and 2,660 rural nonfarm places); a consistent periodic
check of building permit use was introduced; and (in October 1946) a field canvass of nonfarm
housing being built in a selected sample of nonpermit-issuing places was initiated. Much of
this work was made possible by financial assistance from the National Housing Agency, which

9 See Housing and the Increase in Population (in Monthly Labor Review, April 1942, p. 869), and
Building Constmction, 1941 (BLS Bull. 713, June 1942), p. 17.

10 Ia the spring of 1942, all housing was placed under a Federal priorities system in order to re-
duce pressure on the materials markets and, at the same time, insure an adequate provision of dwelling
units in defense areas.
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desired improved housing statistics generally and complete data for a number of individual areas
in particular. The program involved a comprehensive study of housing activity in 90 sample
areas, comprised of industrial and nonindustrial counties.!!

After some adjustments, a procedure was put into effect in October 1947 which retained
the permit basis for obtaining the urban estimate, but divided the rural nonfarm estimate into
two segments--one representing all permit-issuing places and the other, all nonpermit places.
Briefly, preliminary estimates of nonfarm housing starts were derived from (1) permit reports
regularly received early in the month, and (2) data from a sample of permit and nonpermit places.
Final estimates were based on virtually complete building permit returns, plus data from a con-
siderably broadened sample of nonpermit places, and the tabulating procedures were much more
detailed for all segments of the total housing starts figure.

In both the preliminary and final estimates, the building permit information was converted
into dwelling units started during a given month, by application of factors derived from the
Bureau’s building permit use studies. An allowance was made for units never started (lapsed or
canceled permits), and the current ‘‘starts pattern’’ was applied to the balance of the units
authorized. The ‘‘starts pattern’’ represented the rate at which dwelling units were started in
the month of permit issuance or in succeeding months.

For rural places without permit systems, the preliminary nonfarm housing starts estimate
was derived by projecting the previous month’s figure--using the trend shown by permit-issuing
places. The revised estimate for this segment was based on the complete count of nonfarm
units begun in a selected sample of 96 counties. These counties were surveyed continuously,
but on a cycle basis, that is, each county was visited once in each quarter and at each visit
the number of units begun in each of the 3 previous months was ascertained. Then, the weight
given each sample county (for the estimating cell it represented) was applied to the units
reported for the county, and the weighted figures were added to give the total estimate for
rural nonpermit-issuing places. The weight for each county was the relationship of the number
of dwelling units standing in 1940 in the rural nonfarm permit-issuing parts of a county, to the
number of 1940 rural nonfarm dwelling units in the entire cell represented by the county.12

Seasonally Adjusted Estimates

In the summer of 1952, the Bureau inaugurated the publication of seasonally adjusted
estimates of nonfarm housing starts. At that time, consumer demand for mortgage credit was
under ‘the restraining influence of Regulation X and the companion curbs imposed in October
1950, under provisions of the Defense Production Act of 1950.13 Amendments to this act,

11 This program and later studies pemitted publication of estimates for individual metropolitan
areas. See Housing Volume and Construction Cost of 1-Family Houses (Supplement to Construction,
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 1951).

12 A complete description of techniques used in compiling the preliminary and revised nonfarm
housing starts estimates, and in selecting the sample of 96 counties, is delineated in Estimating National
Housiug Volume (BLS Bull. 993), Ch. III, pp. 13-19.

13 Regulation X was an anti-inflation measure designed to restrict the volume of mortgage credit
for conventionally financed real estate, including residential construction, by setting maximum loan-to-
value limits. Similar restrictive measures applied to housing mortgages coming under programs of the
Federal Housing Administration, Veterans Administration, and the Department of Agriculture. When
Regulation X was under consideration, and later when its effects were being assessed, the BLS provided
early and unpublished results of special surveys, including those on home financing in metropolitan
areas, and the size of homebuilders’ operations. See Housing in Metropolitan Areas, 1949-51 (BLS Bull.
1115, September 1952), and Structure of the Residential Building Industry in 1949 (BLS Bull. 1170,
November 1954).

The real estate credit provisions of the Defense Production Act expired as of June 30, 1953, after
suspension of Regulation X and related mortgage credit curbs in the fall of 1952,
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in 1952, provided for relaxation of housing credit controls if the seasonally adjusted annual
rate of housing starts was below 1,200,000 for 3 consecutive months, and, conversely, for con-
tinuation or reimposition of controls if the rate held at or above the 1.2-million level fora
3-month period. In Executive Order 10373 (which amended Executive Order 10161), responsi-
bility for preparing the seasonally adjusted estimates was delegated to the Secretary of Labor,
and the function of determining housing credit control policy (using the Bureau’s housing data)
was delegated to the President of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, sub-
ject to concurrence of the Housing and Home Finance Administrator.

Because these Federal credit control determinations were to be based on month-to-month
levéls of total housing starts volume, the BLS compiled annual rate estimates of public as well
as private starts. With the expiration of Regulation X in June 1953, monthly estimates of the
annual rate of public starts were discontinued, since the wide fluctuations in public housing
starts were related primarily to legislative actions and administrative decisions. Seasonally
adjusted data on the private segment, however, were retained as an integral part of the nonfarm
housing starts series.

To derive the seasonal index of private starts, one of the standard techniques was used:
a ratio of starts for each month to a 12-month moving average. Twelve-month moving averages
were computed, centered about each month in the period January 1940 through December 1951.
Ratios were then computed by dividing the actual starts figure by the corresponding 12-month
moving average for each month of the period. The monthly ratios for each of the years 1942
and 1945 were eliminated because of developments associated with World War II in 1942, and
its cessation in 1945. In addition, extreme monthly ratios (those abnormally high or low) were
eliminated for other years. The monthly ratios remaining were then averaged and monthly in-
dexes computed. The seasonally adjusted annual rate of private starts for any month was
obtained by dividing the private starts estimate for that month by the respective seasonal index,
and multiplying the resule by 12.14

Meantime, a major revision of the housing starts series was underway, and as additional
data became available, it was apparent that a real shift in the basic seasonal pattern had oc-
curred. Starts after 1951 tended to show a *‘*flatter’’ pattem, with more homebuilding activity in
the fall and winter months than existed previously. This resulted partly from new construction
techniques and practices, and from shifts in the geographical distribution of new housing. Con-
sequently, considerable work was done to see if an index more representative of the seasonal
swing of later postwar years could be derived, and separate treatment was given to starts data
for the periods 1946-50 and 1951-55.

After derivation and study of a tentative index, a new BLS interim index was introduced in
May 1956. The housing starts data were processed also through the Census Bureau’s Univac
electronic computer seasonal index procedure, which permitted several elaborate smoothing ad-
justments in the basic ratio-to-moving-average results to produce a moving seasonal adjustment.
Seasonally adjusted data were revised for 1946-53 (using the Univac procedure), and thereafter
a BLS interim shifting-base index was used for seasonal adjustment of current data pending the
final Univac revision. For example, 1952-56 data were used for BLS interim adjustment of
1957 starts, and 1953-57 data for adjustment of 1958 starts. The final Univac revision of 1954
data was done in 1956, 1955 data in 1957, and so on. 15

14 gee Method of Compiling Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rates of Housing Starts (in Construction,
August 1952, pp. 3-8).

15 See Technical Note: Revised BLS Seasonal Index of Private Nonfam Housing Starts (in Monthly
Labor Review, August 1956, pp. 938-940).
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The 1954 Revision ]

A major revision in the nonfarm housing starts series, completed in mid-1954, took into
account the vast changes in population and housing distribution that occurred between 1940 and
1950, and the extensive spread of building permit systems. Following a thorough statistical
analysis, the series was improved by (1) development of a new sample design and an up-to-date
sample of nonpermit-issuing places, using results of the 1950 Census plus information from the
Bureau’s studies of housing built in selected metropolitan areas during 1949-51; and (2) a major
expansion of the number of building permit reporters, to cover virtually all places known to
issue building permits.

In preparation for establishment of the permit-issuing universe, an intensive effort was
made to identify building permit issuing localities and to solicit monthly reports from them.
As a resule, almost 2,000 new places were added to the Bureau’s reporting group, bringing the
total number of reporters to about 7,000 by mid-1954.16 After this expansion, coverage of the
building permit universe included localities accounting for 80 percent of the total nonfarm
population (based on 1950 Census data), 94 percent of the nonfarm population residing in the
168 metropolitan areas, and 53 percent of nonfarm population in nonmetropolitan places.!”? Com-

parable figures prior to the 1954 revision were 68 percent, 81 percent, and 46 percent, respec-
tively.

With chis improvement in building permit coverage, the Bureau increased from 75 to 85
percent that portion of the private starts figure that was based on direct reports, and reduced
the area of estimation (the derived nonpermit segment) from 25 to 15 percent of the private total.

The need for redesigning the sample portion of the private housing starts estimate stemmed
from increases in the number of communities beginning to issue permits (compared with 1947),
and the shifts in population after 1940 (the previous 96-county sample design was based on 1940
population distribution). The primary sampling unit was changed from a single county basis to a
group of contiguous counties containing a number of nonpermit-issuing minor civil divisions.
The sample of places inaugurated in 1954 consisted of 53 such clusters of counties, which in-
cluded 131 individual counties, 29 metropolitan areas, and 1,200 separate localities. The
revised sample- design, a product of scientific sampling technology, permitted more efficient
operations and a greater degree of accuracy than the sample used previously.

In selecting the sample, intensive analysis of housing activity data for a large number of
areas indicated that a ratio type of estimate for the nonpermit segment, based on the relationship
between the volume of housing starts in the nonpermit parts of an area and the volume of units
authorized in the permit parts, would be more efficient than an independent estimate for this
segment. Thus, the following procedure was put into effect.

Within each sample area, separate totals were obtained for all units authorized by building
permits and all units started in nonpermit parts of the sample atea. Each of these totals was
then weighted by the reciprocal of the probability used in selecting the sample area. These
weighted quantities were then combined for all 53 sample areas and an overall ratio of nonpermit

16 Early in 1959, the Bureau was receiving reports regularly from about 7,350 building-permit-
issuing places, including 6,050 cities and towns, 1,080 townships, and 220 counties. More than 4,000 of
these reports came from -places located outside the 168 metropolitan areas.

17 As a byproduct of the expanded building permit coverage, the Bureau’s Building Pemmit Activity
reports were enlarged to provide detailed building statistics for a number of individual metropolitan
areas, showing the volume of various types of new building inside and outside the central cities. See
Building in Metropolitan Areas (in Monthly Labor Review, June 1957, pp. 689-696), and.Suburban and
Central City Building in Metropolitan Areas, 1957 (in Construction Review, May 1958, pp. 13-16).
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starts to permit authorizations was obtained. This ratio was applied to the estimate for the
entire permit universe to obtain the estimate of total units started in the nonpermit universe.
The final step meant adding the starts data for the permit and nonpermit universes to obtain the
estimate of total private nonfarm housing starts. To this was added the dwelling units in new
public projects, which were reported by the agencies administering public housing programs.!®

The revised techniques used the same two basic sources of data as before--reports of
building permits issued and field surveys in a sample of nonpermit-issuing localities, and the
latter continued to be canvassed on the cycle basis described earlier. The building permit data
were adjusted to take account of permits not used, the delay between permit issuance and the
start of construction, and the differences between permit valuation' and actual construction
costs. Also, as before, tabulation of the revised, or final, housing starts estimate was done in
much more detail than the preliminary estimate, and was based on virtually complete building
permit returns, plus complete data from the sample areas used in deriving the nonpermit
segment.

The 1954 revision brought certain changes, however, in the classification of some of the
data, and permitted publication of more detail than was feasible in previous periods. The
former classification of urban or rural nonfarm was abandoned because of the problem of resolv-
ing differences between the geographic boundaries used for building permit systems and the
urban areas as defined in the 1950 Census.}!? Instead, housing starts are classified as metro-
politan or nonmetropolitan. (See Definitions, p. 12.) As a result of improved methodology,. it
became possible to publish starts estimates on a regional basis (the four broad Census regions),
and for a group of selected States. More detail by type of structure became available--that is,
unit volume in 2-4 and 5-or-more-family structures, as well as a continuation of former classi-
fication of new units in 1-family, 2-family, and 3-or-more-family structures.

Preliminary reports included private or public ownership, the seasonally adjusted annual
rate figure, and metropolitan-nonmetropolitan data, and at the time of the final estimate (3
months later), information was available on the regional and State location, the type of struc-
ture, and the average construction cost of privately owned units.

Public Housing Starts )

The public housing figures incorporated in the Bureau’s nonfarm housing starts series
represent an actual count of starts as reported by the Federal Public Housing Administration,
other Federal agencies (e.g., Defense Department, Atomic Energy Commission, and the Bureau
of Reclamation), and State and local housing authorities. The BLS kept progress records of
starts in programs underway, and made continual checks on the completeness and accuracy of
the reports.

Publicly owned housing was not identified separately in the nonfarm housing starts series
until 1935. The volume of permanent public units built before that time probably was insignif-
icant, and resulted chiefly from intermittent emergency programs devised to meet specific needs
during defense, war, and economic depression periods. Housing provided under most of the

18 The methodology introduced by the BLS in 1954, including the sampling plan, is described fully
in Estimating National Housing Volume (BLS 8ull. 1168), Ch. 2, pp. 8-15.

19 The 1950 urban category includes not only incorporated places of 2,500 or more population, but
also a large number of unincorporated specially delineated localities, and the densely settled but unin-
corporated fringes adjacent to large cities. These unincorporated areas were defined on the basis of
housing or population density and their boundaries in general are not political but follow such identi-
fiable physical characteristics as streets, roads, railroads, streams, etc. On the other hand, building
permit systems usually cover entire political subdivisions: cities, villages, townships, counties, etc.;
it is not possible to obtain reports which segregate building activity by urban and nonurban areas within
such.subdivisions.
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Federal emergency programs, including those of World War II, consisted largely of units in
temporary and converted structures, and, therefore, would not have been included in the nonfarm
housing starts series. 20

Reliability of the Estimates

After the 1954 revision, approximately 85 percent of the total private nonfarm housing
starts estimate was derived from building permits, and, since this segment consisted largely of
reported data, it contained little estimation. It was subject to some nonsampling errors
because of incorrect reporting by building officials, and possible omission of some construc-
tion. Extensive work with local permit data by the Bureau has, however, failed to uncover any
serious reporting inaccuracies, and a limited number of permit adequacy checks have indicated
that only a negligible percentage of new dwelling units’ were started in permit areas without a
permit being taken out. In addition, the Bureau maintained a continuing program to help report-
ing officials submit accurate and consistent reports.

The sampling error in the nonpermit segment is estimated at 5 to 7 percent, depending on
the size of the monthly figure. It is possible that a larger error in this segment arose out of
simple failure to locate all of the new housing built within the sample areas. In an attempt to
overcome this problem, the Bureau’s field supervisors conducted periodic quality control
checks of work done by local field agents. The resources available for this purpose were
inadequate, however, to permit these checks to be made as frequently or thoroughly as they
should have been.

Study of the revisions that occurred between the preliminary and the final estimates
showed that they were caused primarily by the difference between the final nonpermit estimate

based on complete field survey data, and the projected figure used for the preliminary nonpermit
estimate.

Limitations on Coverage
Several influences have combined to limit the coverage of the official housing starts series
to new nonfarm dwelling units. Some of the limitations grew out of the use of building permits

as the principal source of information, and others reflected the demand for specific types of
housing information and the uses to which it was put.

Over the years from 1920, it would have been prohibitively expensive to obtain the needed
statistics on the amount of housing being provided without depending on the readily available
building permits as a source. Otherwise; a costly canvassing of a large sample of land areas
or individual builders would have been necessary. The large majority of new dwelling units
have been 1-family houses, and until the mass-production phenomena of recent years, these

homeszrvere constructed mostly by small volume builders scattered throughout the United
States.

Building permits usually are required where building codes and zoning regulations have
been adopted. For the most part, this excludes strictly rural areas, so that development of the

20 For example, the public war housing program of the U.S. Department of Labor’s earlier Bureau
of Industrial Housing and Transportation, initiated in 1918; the subsistence housing provided under the
Public Wotks Progtam in the 1930’s; and the public war housing and veterans’ reuse housing programs
authorized in 1945 under the Lanham Act. Of the 628,263 units provided in the lacter program, 70 per-
cent were temporary. All of the emergency programs were destined for liquidation through disposal of
the Federal Government’s holdings. See Housing and Home Finance Agency, Third Annual Report, 1949,
pPp. 319-321. .

21 gee Structure of the Residential Building Industry in 1949 (BLS Bull. 1170), and Builders of
One-Family Houses, 1955-56 (in Construction Review, August-September 1953, pp. 5-15).
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housing starts series was limited to nonfarm housing Although building permits usually are
required for the remodeling or conversion of existing structures, especially when an additional
dwelling unit is being created, this requirement is known to be widely evaded. It was not,
therefore, possible to use building permits as a reliable source of information to estimate the
number of dwelling units provided through conversion. Thus, the housing starts series reflects
the extent of activity in the production of new housing only.

The development stages of the housing starts statistics coincided also with the major
types of demand for specific housing data and the uses to which the figures were put. Some of
these, for example, were: the formulation of Government housing and mortgage credit policy,
market analysis, and to help measure economic progress.?2

Until recently, users’ interest in the Bureau’s homebuilding statistics centered around the
number of families being provided for in standard living quarters through new construction.
The implications were (1) that there was little social or economic concern with the living ar-
rangements of singlé. individuals or nonfamily groups unless they occupied standard family
dwellings, and (2) that living quarters not providing complete housekeeping facilities, or not
affording suitable shelter for comfortable year-round living should not be counted. Consequently,
types of facilities normally intended for transient, seasonal, or nonhousekeeping use were
excluded from the housing starts series, as were substandard, temporary, or makeshift quarters.
(See Definitions, p. 12.)

On the other hand, the censuses of housing, with less restricted definitions, covered
existing as well as new housing and counted almost any shelter where people lived as a dwell-
ing unit, because it is desirable to know about all types of living accommodations in use,
whatever their type and quality. For example, in the Bureau of the Census 1956 National
Housing Inventory, trailers, boats, tents, and railroad cars were included in the dwelling unit
inventory if they were occupied as living quarters at the time the count was made.?3

Because of the differences in coverage, definitions, and survey objectives, the BLS
nonfarm housing starts statistics are not directly comparable with BLS building permit data on
residential construction or data from the various censuses of housing.

HISTORICAL ESTIMATES

As noted earlier, the Bureau’s building permit statistics provided a principal source of
data for deriving historical estimates of homebuilding volume. The first estimates of total non-
farm dwelling units built were made by David L. Wickens and Ray R. Foster, and were published
by the National Bureau of Economic Research in 1937. They were annual estimates of the
number of urban and rural nonfarm dwelling units constructed during 1920-36.24 The spade work
done in these studies, and the techniques developed, had a marked influence on the extension
and revision of the housing estimates, both backward and forward in time from the decade of
the 1920’s,

22 Use of the housing starts series as the basis for estimating a part of gross private domestic
investment in the national product account also has affected its coverage. The starts series excludes
house trailers, mobile homes, and houseboats because they are covered under personal consumption
expenditures and would be duplicated if included also under investment.

23 See 1956 National Housing Inventory, Characteristics of the 1956 Inventory, United States and
Regions, Vol. II, Pt. 1, p. 2.

24 Non-Farm Residential Construction, 1920-36 (Bull. 65, National Bureau of Economic Research,
September 16, 1937). The detailed statistics and methodology are given in Residential Real Estate
(a study of real estate financing and economic stability, published by the NBER in 1941).
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Annual estimates of the number of nonfarm dwelling units built prior to 1920 were first
made by Lowell W. Chawner, and were published by the National Resources Committee in
1939.25 They were followed closely by different estimates prepared by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and published in 1942, and still different estimates prepared by Miles L. Colean that
were published by the Twentieth Century Fund in 1944.26

The estimates most widely accepted for the years 1889-1919 were compiled by David M.
Blank (published by the National Bureau of Economic Research in 1954), who used the BLS
building permit data as his basic source material.2’ He also developed and used more refined
estimating techniques than any previously employed in making estimates for the years prior to
1920. For his use, additional unpublished data from the BLS special Building Permit Survey
conducted during the 1930’s were made available under special arrangements by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics to the National Bureau of Economic Research. The BLS adopted the Blank
series for 1889-1919 as the official series for those years. The Wickens-Foster estimates for
the 1920’s were adopted as the official estimates for that period, except that the BLS shifted
data for satellite places of less than 2,500 population to a rural nonfarm from an urban
classification.

25 Residential Building (Housing Monograph Series No. 1, National Resources Committee, 1939).

26 Building Construction, 1941 (BLS Bull. 713, June 1942), and American Housing (The Twentieth
Century Fund, 1944).

27 The Volume of Residential Construction, 1889-1950 (Technical Paper No. 9, Smdies in Capital
Formmation and Financing, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc., 1954).
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12 DEFINITIONS

The following definitions were observed by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in classifying,
tabulating, and reporting the accompanying statistics on the volume of new permanent nonfarm
dwelling units put under construction in the United States during a given period of time.

Housing Start. Construction of a housing unit is considered to have started when ground is
broken, that is, when excavation is begun for the basement or foundation. In the case of a
project consisting of single-family houses, the count of starts for a given period covers only
those units for which excavation is begun during the period. All of the units in an apartment
structure are considered as started when excavation is begun for the structure.

Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate. An adjustment of the actual number of housing starts each
month to eliminate the normal seasonal variation, leaving only the fluctuations that result from
other causes. The adjusted monthly figures are converted to annual rates to permit comparison
of the rate for a particular month with actual annual totals.

Dwelling Unit. A room or group of rooms, intended as separate living quarters for a house-
keeping unit, and containing permanent cooking facilities, that is, the minimum built-in facili-
ties essential to housekeeping.28 The dwelling unit figures include prefabricated housing, if
permanent. They exclude units resulting from conversion (that is, the creation of additional
units through structural alterations or changes in the use of existing structures); and types of
facilities normally intended for transient or nonhousekeeping use, such as hotels, motels,
cabins, dormitories, clubhouses, and barracks. Units in apartment hotels are excluded unless
most of the space in the structure is devoted to housekeeping units. Excluded also are all
temporary dwellings (such as those built for temporary use during war and defense periods),
mobile housing or trailers, and houseboats.

One-Family House. A dwelling unit intended for one family, which has a separate entrance from
the outside, an individual heating plant, separating walls which reach from the ground to the
roof, and which can be sold independently of adjoining or nearby units. A one-family house may
be detached, semidetached, or one of a continuous row of attached houses.

Multifamily Structure. One building containing any combination of two or more dwelling units
(with or without commercial space for stores or offices) that have some common facility such as
entrance from the outside, stairway, heating plant, or basement. The units may be arranged side
by side, one above the other, or in any other manner. The dwelling units are classified by type
of structure according to the number of units in a building, as follows: 2-to-4-family, 3-or-more-
family, and 5-or-more family structures. A single dwelling unit that comprises part of a structure
having commercial space is classified with 2-family structures.

Urban_and Rural Nonfarm Location. Place of residence as defined by the Bureau of the Census.
The 1920-29 housing starts data are classified according to the definitions established for the
1930 Census, and the 1930-53 data according to the 1940 Census definitions. For the earlier
period, *‘urban’’ comprised all incorporated places having populations of 2,500 or more. The
definition was expanded in the 1940 Census to include a small number of places, usually minor
civil divisions, that were classified as urban under a special rule. Urban housing was related
to definite geographic areas, while rural nonfarm housing reflected intended use.

28 The definition of a dwelling unit, the common denominator of housing data, has varied between
different agencies and sometimes between different time periods (e.g., decennial censuses) and usually
has been developed to suit the objectives of specific surveys or agencies. The Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics definition in the Nonfarm Housing Starts Series is designed to reflect the extent of activity in the
construction of new housing only.
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Metropolitan Area. The 168 Standard Metropolitan Areas as defined by the Bureau of the Budget
and used in the 1950 Census of Population and Housing. Except in New England, a standard
metropolitan area is defined as a county or a group of contiguous counties which contains at
least one city of 50,000 inhabitants or more. Contiguous counties to the one containing such a
city are included in a standard metropolitan area if, according to certain criteria, they are essen-
tially metropolitan in character and are socially and economically integrated with the central

city. In New England, where the city and town are administratively more important than the
county, they were the units used in defining standard metropolitan areas.

Housing started outside the 168 standard metropolitan areas is classified as nonmetro-
politan.

Geographic Region. The regional groupings are those used by the Bureau of the Census, as
follows:

Northeast: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

North Central: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.

South: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, and West Virginia.

West: Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming.

Privately Owned Housing Starts. Dwelling units built and owned by private individuals or
organizations, including those started under Federal Government programs for insurance or
guarantee of mortgage loans, and those receiving such public aid as tax exemptions and do-
nations of land.

Federal Government Programs. Covers new privately owned nonfarm housing built under in-
spection procedures of the Federal Housing Administration or the Veterans Administration.
The inspection procedures involve adherence to established minimum property requirements, or
standards, as a condition of eligibility for an FilA-insured or VA-guaranteed mortgage.2’

Wherry Housing. Privately owned and operated dwelling units buile,
under a special FI{A mortgage-insurance program, at or near military or
Federal atomic energy installations for voluntary rental occupancy by
military and defense-connected personnel.3? In some cases, agreements
between the owner and the occupant entitled the occupant to acyuire
ownership of the premises subsequently. (See also Capehart housing

on page 14.)

29 These agencies do not build dwelling units and, except for a relatively small direct loan program
conducted by the VA, they do not make mortgage loans; they do insure or guarantee the holder of an
approved mortgage against default.

30 The Wherry housing program was authorized in Title VIII of the 1949 amendments to the National
Housing Act (in Public Law 211, 81st Congress, approved August 8, 1949). In the 1955 amendments
(Public Law 345, 84th Congress, approved August 11, 1955), the Capehart program was authorized in
sec. 803 of a new Title VIII. See Review of Military Housing Programs, Senate Report No. 231 (85th
Congress, 1st session), April 12, 1957, of the Committee on Banking and Currency.
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All Other Privately Owned. Conventionally financed housing, that is, units started without
Federal mortgage assistance. This category represents the residual after deducting private
starts under the FHA-VA inspection procedures from the BLS total of private housin g starts.

Publicly Owned Housing. Dwelling units owned by Federal, State, or local government bodies,
for which construction was financed by the use of public funds (including appropriated funds
and funds derived from the sale of bonds to private groups), and, in some cases, through the
medium of Government-insured mortgages held by private groups until amortized.

Federally Owned Housing. Mainly dwelling units built at military and Atomic Energy Commis-
sion installations, and a small number of units at national parks, reclamation projects, and
other federally owned projects.

Capebart Military Housing. Dwelling units privately built at military
installations under a special program in which the mortgages are insured
by the FHA and mortgage payments are guaranteed by the Defense Depart-
ment. The defense agency also inspects the units while under construc-
tion; acquires the builders’ capital stock in completed projects; acquires
control of each dwelling unit as completed; and maintains, operates, and
assigns the housing to military and defense-connected personnel. The
FHA-insured mortgages are amortized by use of the living quarters
allowances of military personnel and the rental payments of civilian
personnel.

State and Locally Owned Housing. Dwelling units built under the auspices and programs of
State and local public housing bodies, including units begun under Federal aid programs. The
latter helped provide low-rent housing for low-income families, for students and faculty at col-
leges, and for personnel at hospitals and other institutions. Similar type programs, including
also housing for veterans and the elderly, were in many cases financed entirely by the State
and local public housing agencies.

Federally Aided Low-Rent Housing. Dwelling units for low-income fami-
lies built by local housing authorities with Federal aid. The Federal aid
involves (1) capital loans to local authorities to help plan and build the
housing and (2) annual cash contributions (Federal subsidy) which repre-
sents the ditference between operating costs and the rents which low-
income families can afford to pay.
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Table 1: New nonfarm dwelling units started: Totals, onnudlly, 1889-1958; by type of structure, annually, 1900-58

Rumber of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent of new dwelling units in--
All Multifamily structures Multifamily structures
Year types of | e A1l |o-family|3OF;more 1;§am11y ALl [2-fami1y |3:OF-moTE
structures ouses -RAmILY| family uses - Y [ faminy
342.0 - - - .- -- - - -
328.0 .- -- - -- .- .- - -
298.0 -- -- - -- .- .- - -
381.0 -- -- - -- - - -- -
267.0 -- .- -- .- .- - -- -
265.0 .- -- - - - - -- -
309.0 - - - - - - - -
257.0 -- - - .- - - - --
292.0 .- - - -- - - -- -
262.0 -- .- -- - .- -- - .-
282.0 -- -- - - -- .- . -
189.0 123.0 66.0 31.0 35.0 65.1 34.9 16.4 18.5
275.0 177.0 98.0 32.0 66.0 6k .k 35.6 11.6 2.0
240.0 171.0 69.0 32.0 37.0° 71.3 28.7 13.3 15.4
253.0 175.0 8.0 30.0 48.0 69.2 30.8 11.8 19.0
315.0 207.0 108.0 45,0 63.0 65.7 3.3 1.3 20.0
507.0 336.0 171.0 64.0 107.0 66.3 33.7 12.6 21.1
487.0 316.0 171.0 69.0 102.0 64.9 35.1 .2 20.9
432.0 201.0 141.0 59.0 82.0 67.4 32.6 13.6 19.0
416.0 286.0 130.0 65.0 65.0 68.8 31.2 15.6 15.6
492.0 328.0 164.0 3.0 91.0 66.7 33.3 4.8 18.5
387.0 251.0 136.0 57.0 79.0 64.9 35.1 .7 20.4
395.0 249.0 146.0 62.0 84.0 63.0 37.0 15.7 . 21.3
426.0 258.0 168.0 71.0 97.0 60.6 39.4 16.7 22.7
421.0 264.0 157.0 72.0 85.0 62.7 37.3 17.1 20.2
k21.0 263.0 158.0 71.0 87.0 62.5 37.5 16.9 20.6
433.0 262.0 171.0 73.0 98.0 60.5 39.5 16.9 22.6
437.0 267.0 170.0 69.0 101.0 61.1 38.9 15.8 23.1
240.0 166. 4.0 31.0 43,0 69.2 30. 12.9 17.9
118.0 91.0 27.0 13.0 1kL.0 7.1 22.9 11.0 11.9
315.0 239.0 76. 36.0 40.0 75.9 24,1 11.4 12.7
247.0 202.0 45.0 2L.0 21.0 81.8 18.2 9.7 8.5
449.0 316.0 133.0 70.0 63.0 70.4 29.6 15.6 14.0
716.0 437.0 279.0 146.0 133.0 61.0 39.0 20.4 18.6
871.0 513.0 358.0 175.0 183.0 58.9 h1. 20.1 21.0
893.0 534.0 359.0 173.0 186.0 59.8 40.2 19.4 20.8
937.0 572.0 365.0 157.0 208.0 61.0 39.0 16.8 22.2
849.0 491.0 358.0 117.0 241.0 57.8 2.2 13.8 28.4
810.0 L54.0 356.0 99.0 257.0 56.0 4.0 12.2 31.7
753.0 436.0 317.0 78.0 239.0 57.9 k2.1 10.k 31.7
509.0 316.0 193.0 51.0 142.0 62.1 37.9 10.0 27.9
330.0 227.0 103.0 29.0 4.0 68.8 31.2 8.8 22.h4
254.0 187.0 67.0 22.0 45.0 3.6 26.4 8.7 17.7
134.0 118.0 16.0 7.0 9.0 88.1 11.9 5.2 6.7
93.0 76.0 17.0 5.0 12.0 81.7 18.3 5. 12.9
126.0 109.0 17.0 5.0 12.0 86.5 13.5 4.0 9.5
221.0 183.0 38.0 8.0 30.0 82.8 17.2 3.6 13.6
319.0 244.0 75.0 1.0 61.0 16.5 23.5 b.by 19.1
336.0 267.0 69.0 16.0 53.0 79.5 20.5 4.8 15.8
406.0 317.0 89.0 18.0 1.0 78.1 21.9 k.4 7.5
515.0 399.0 116. 29.0 87.0 7.5 22. 5.6 16.9
602.6 u8s.7 116.9 37.3 79.6 80.6 19.4 6.2 13.2
T706.1 603.5 102.6 34.3 68.3 85.5 1.5 4.8 9.7
356.0 292.8 63.2 20.1 L3.1 82.2 17.8 5.6 12.1
191.0 143.6 7.4 17.8 29.6 75.2 24.8 9.3 15.5
141.8 117.7 2k.1 10.6 13.5 83.0 17.0 7.5 9.5

See note at end of table.
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Table 1: New nonfarm dwelling units storted: Totals, annually, 1839-1958; by type of structure, annudily, 193):58--Continved

Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent of new dwelling units in--
Year . y/;i of 1-family Multifamily stmc';vf::fmre 1-family Multifamily struc';\.xz:fmre
structures houses All 2-family family houses All 2-family femily
209.3 184.6 24,7 8.8 15.9 88.2 11.8 h.2 7.6
670.5 590.0 80.5 24.3 56.2 88.0 12.0 3.6 8.4
849.0 7%0.2 108.8 33.9 7%.9 87.2 12.8 k.0 8.8
931.6 766.6 165.0 46,9 118.1 82.3 17.7 5.0 12.7
1949..0hiuns 1,025.1 T94.3 230.8 36.5 194.3 1.5 22.5 3.6 18.9
1950 0 ecuunnas 1,396.0 1,154k.1 28.9 14.8 197.1 82.7 17.3 3.2 .1
1950 0eennen. 1,091.3 900.1 191.2 Lo.4 150.8 82.5 17.5 3.7 13.8
195200 c0ensss 1,127.0 9i2.5 184.5 45.9 138.6 83.6 16.h4 k. 12.3
195300 ceeenes 1,103.8 937.8 166.0 k1.5 124,5 85.0 15.0 3.7 11.3
1958, 00einnns 1,220.4 1,077.9 2.5 34.2 108.3 88.3 11.7 2.8 8.9
1955, 000cacns 1,328.9 1,194.4 134.5 32.8 101.7 89.9 10.1 2.5 7.6
19564 00c0acas 1,118.1 989.7 128.4 30.9 97.5 88.5 11.5 2.8 8.7
1957 ceeeenss 1,041.9 872.7 169.2 33.3 135.9 83.8 16.2 3.2 13.0
1958, cucnns 1,209.h 975.1 234.3 38.9 195.5 80.6 19.4 3.2 16.2

2-to-h 5-or-more 2-to-b 5-or-more
family family family family
1954 ianenns 1,220.4 1,077.9 2.5 51.9 90.6 88.3 11.7 4.3 Tk
1955 0 cecanns 1,328.9 1,194.4 134.5 hg.2 85.3 89.9 10.1 3.7 6.4
19560 c0ceens. 1,118.1 989.7 128.4 L6k 82.0 88.5 11.5 h.2 7.3
1957 eecnccsss 1,041.9 872.7 169.2 51.8 117.4 83.8 16.2 5.0 11.3
1958, .0 iunns 1,209.4 975.1 234.3 62.9 171.4 80.6 19.k 5.2 U2
Note: Because of rounding, sum of items may not equal totals.
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Toble 22 New nonfarm dwelling units started: Private and public ownership, by type of structure, annually, 1935-58

Number of new dwelling units (in thousands)
Private Public

Total Muitifemily
Year ;Srivat:e Total 1 Multifamily structures Total 1- structures i/

and pri- family 2. 3~ pub-_,|family 3-
public vatel/ | houses A1l family | OF-more | 1lic 2/ houses All or-more
family | family
1935 c0eenss 221.0 215.7 162.2 33.5 7.7 25.8 5.3 0.8 k.s b2
19364 c0cennn 319.0 30L4.2 238.5 65.7 13.3 52.4 14.8 5.5 9.3 8.6
1937 ceecnnns 336.0 332.4 265.8 66.6 15.3 51.3 3.6 1.2 2.4 1.7
1938...000es 406.0 399.3 316.4 82.9 18.0 64.9 6.7 .6 6.1 6.1
1939, .00 00en 515.0 458 .4 373.0 85. 19.7 65.7 56.6 26.0 30.6 21.3
1940......t 602.6 529.6 Lh7.6 82.0 25.6 56.4 73.0 38.1 34.9 23.2
1941...000ns 706.1 619.5 533.2 86.3 28.4 57.9 86.6 70.3 16.3 10.4
1942, 0ienns 356.0 301.2 252.3 L8.9 17.5 31.L 54k.8 40.5 14.3 11.7

19430 00ens 191.0 183.7 136.3 L7k 17.8 29.6 7.3 7.3 éu) 2h§

1944, iiennn, 141.8 138.7 11k.6 241 10.6 13.5 3.1 3.1 L) b
145,000, 209.3 208.1 184 .6 23.5 8.8 1,7 1.2 2&) 1.2 1.2
1946, 000nns 670.5 662.5 590.0 T72.5 2k.3 48.2 8.0 h) 8.0 8.0
1T evens, 849.0 8us5.6 T40.2 105. 33.9 1.5 3.h (%) 3.4 3.h
1948, .0vunes 931.6 913.5 763.2 150.3 46.3 10%k.0 18.1 3.4 1.7 14,1
1949...00ens 1,025.1 988.8 792.4 196.4 34.7 161.7 36.3 1.9 3.0 32.6
1950, ccenes 1,396.0 | 1,352.2 | 1,150.7 201.5 y2.3 159.2 43.8 3.4 40.4 37.9
1951 .0ceenns 1,091.3 | 1,020.1 892.2 127.9 40,4 87.5 TL.2 7.8 63.L 63.4
2952, 00000nn 1,127.0 | 1,068.5 939.1 129.4 45.9 83.5 58.5 3.4 55.1 55.1
1953..00enns 1,103.8 | 1,068.3 932.8 135. 41.5 gk.0 35.5 5.0 30.5 30.5
195h......e. 1,220.4 | 1,2010.7 | 1,077.3 12k ., 34,2 90.2 18.7 .6 18.1 18.1
219550 00enns 1,328.9 | 1,309.5 | 1,190.0 119.5 32.8 86.7 19.4 L.y 15.0 15.0
1956, 0 u0aeen 1,118.1 | 1,093.9 980.7 113.2 30.9 82.3 24,2 9.0 15.2 15.2
1957 ceeenn . | 1,081.9 992.8 840.2 152.6 33.1 119.5 49,1 32.5 16.6 16.b
1958...000ns 1,209.h | 1,141.5 932.5 209.0 38.9 176.1 67.9 k2.5 25.4 25.3

2«to-L > | 5=
or-more or-more
Tamily | omily family
195k, .uuase 1,220.4 | 1,200.7 | 1,077.3 124 .4 51.5 72.9 18.7 6 18.1 17.7
1955 0cceees 1,328.9 | 1,309.5 | 1,190.0 119.5 k9.1 T0.h 19.4 L. b 15.0 k.9
1956.ccvnnse 1,118.1 | 1,093.9 980.7 113.2 45.9 67.3 2.2 9.0 15.2 14,7
1957 ceaceses 1,041.9 992.8 840.2 152.6 51.1 101.5 4g.1 32.5 16.6 15.9
1958, .ttt 1,209.L4 | 1,141.5 932.5 209.0| 60.8| 1L8.2 67.9 42,5 25.4 23.3

1/ 1Includes 82,595 privately owned low-cost units built during 1949-56, under the Wherry amendment to
the National Housing Act, for voluntary rental occupancy by military and defense-connected personnel. See
table 14 (p. 31). See also, definitions (p. 12) for description of Wherry housing program,

2/ Includes 62,090 publicly owned units (mainly 1-family houses) built during 1956-58, under the Cape-
hart amendment to the National Housing Act, for assigned occupancy by military personnel. See tables 15 and
17 (pp. 32 and 3l, respectively). See also, definitions (p. 12), for description of Capehart housing program.

The number of units in 2-family and 2-to-4 family structures was too small to show separately.

J Fewer than 50 units.

Note: Because of rounding, sum of items may not equal totals.
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Table 4: Privately owned new nonfarm dwelling units started: Seasonally odjusted annual rates, monthly, 1946-58

19

Y Number of new private dwelling units: Seasonally adjusted annual rate (in thousands)

ear Jan. | Feb. Mar. Apr. May | June | July | Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov . Dec.
1946....... 674 T06 TTh 710 689 656 641 643 605 613 614 648
19T, vt 690 117 699 70U 740 797 8u3 899 993 | 1,031 | 1,027 963
1948....... 928 813 950 | 1,027 997 993 975 897 863 802 806 813
1949....44. 800 179 803 892 911 935 96k | 1,028 | 1,092 | 1,149 | 1,244 | 1,266
1950, cc0use 1,310 {1,300 [ 1,b05 | 1,382 | 1,457 } 1,482 |} 1,468 | 1,486 | 1,271 | 1,142 | 1,107 | 1,292
1951....... 1,360 | 1,171 | 1,071 975 984 ghl 918 961 | 1,054 | 1,012 970 973
1952, 00000 1,001 | 1,112 {1,072 {1,028 | 1,029 | 1,016 | 1,080 | 1,066 | 1,101 | 1,131 | 1,104 | 1,097
1953.cc0nee 1,104 {1,092 }1,128 | 1,134 |1,083 | 1,071 | 1,036 {1,007 { 1,029 | 1,034 | 1,068 | 1,039
1954 .. ... 1,051 | 1,100 | 1,103 | 1,116 |1,102 1,180 {1,220 | 1,226 | 1,273 | 1,275 | 1,376 | 1,443
1955, 0000 1,410 | 1,32% | 1,349 {1,363 |2,38L {1,372 | 1,316 |1,311 | 1,285 |1,21% | 1,176 | 1,174
1956.c00.s . | 1,295 | 1,127 | 1,094 | 1,157 { 1,1k | 1,051 | 1,070 | 1,136 | 1,008 | 1,052 | 1,027 | 1,020
195Tcecnnes 962 935 933 962 994 995 | 1,015 | 1,056 | 1,012 | 1,020 | 1,009 | 1,000
1958....... 1,020 915 Nns 983 | 1,039 | 1,057 | 1,17k | 1,228 | 1,225 | 1,303 | 2,Lk27 | 1,432
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Table 6: Privately owned new nonform dwelling units started: by Type of structure, monthly, 1940-58

" Number of privately owned hew dwelling units (in thousands)
Year Jan,| Feb, | Mar, | Apr. | May June | July | Aug. | Sept. Oct. Nov, Dec.
l-family houses
1940e0eees | 28,7 | 23.7 | 362} L)} 4S.S | L2.1 | WS.h | k.8 | 43,7 L3.9 | 32.5| 21.
1941..0ese | 28,5 | 29.1 | L3.0| 53.0{ 55.5] 56.1 | 58.3 | 55.3 | LB.O k5.0 | 34.6 | 26,
1942.0000s |2l | 2901 | W1.2} 34,2 17.9 | 15.7] 17.0 ) 18.2 | 18.0 15.2 | 11.6
19h3eeenns 6,8 8.1 1.9 11k 2u.3 | 13.1] 12.6| 13.2 | 11.6 12.2 | 1l.2
Whlieseses | 10.1 9.8 | 11,21 10.3| 11.6 | 12.3 | 10.7 9.11! 8,0 8.0 7.4
1945.000ee | 6.1 | 64| 9.0] 10,1 12.9 ] 16.7| 145 | 15.4 | 18.2 23,1 26| 2
1946eeeeee | 32,4 | 37.5 | Sh.2| 59.9) 5B.8 | 55.3| 55.6 | 55.1 | 51.9 50.7 | 3.6} 3
1947eeeese | 35.0 | 39.1 | 49.9 | 60.5] 65.8 | 67.3| 70.5| 7h.1 | 80.7 80.1| 67.3| &
1948..00se | 42,1 ] 38,0 | 62,4 | 78.4| 83,7 | B1.h | 78.3 | 7h.2 | 69.2 62,0 52.5| L
19494 0eses | 3741 | 39.7 | Sholi| 69,5 L5 | 709 Th.1 | T6.5 | 77.5 81.9| 77.3| 61.0
1950..00s. | 62,3 | 68,2 | 95.3 |210.2 | 224.6 |124.9 [ 122.3 [117.3 |100.8 87.7 71| 65,7
195)...4.0 | 70.8 | 67.0 | 78.2| 82.8| 85.6 | 78.7| 75.5| 77.5 | 81.5 79.5 | 63.8| 51.3
1952400000 | 53.8 | 65.4 | 78.9 | 85,2 89.5 | 86.5] 90.3 | 85.5 | 86.% 87.2 | 72,0 58.3
1953¢ce0ee | 58.2 | 63.8 | 83,7 | 9h.2| 93.4 | 89.6 | 8u.u| 81.5 | 80.9 79.3 | 70.2| 53.6
195h.0c0es | 53,1 | 6L.5 | 83.2 | 96,0 97.6 |101.9 |101.6 |103.0 [103.9 | 100.3 | 92.8 [ 79.5
1955.....0 | 78.3.| 78,9 [100.0|119.9 | 122.1 |120.5 |113.4 [111.5 |10k.1 95,1 | 80.2 | 66,0
195640000s | 6614 | 68,7 | 83,71 99.6 |200.7 | 95.4 | 90.0 | 93.0 | 81.2 81.2 | 67.5] 653.3
1957eeeees | 50.1 | 52.8 | 68,0 | 78.8] 81.6 | 80,3 | 81,1 | 81.7 | 76.9 73.8 | 64,2 | 50.9
1958.e0ees | 50,2 | 49.0 | 62.4 ] 76.6| 83.6 | 84.7| 88.1 | 95.7 | 93.2 9h.l ]| 84.8 | 70.1
Units in all other (2-or-more family) structures
19’-‘0.0‘000 5.’" 702 705 803 705 507 700 60)-‘» 607 801 507 605
192eeeeee 8.0| 6,1 | 8,21 8.,6) 9.6 8.0| 9.7| 5.9] 8.8 6.0 7.2 3.2
19%42¢000ee | 3h| 6| 6.5 7.9] 2.5] 3.0| 3.7| 3.4 3.6 2.9 2.9 2.7
19h43.000ees 2.5 1.7 3.0 3.8} U6 | LS| L 6| L7 5.8 3.2 3.1
19%heeeaes 2.1 1.9] 2.2| 2.5 3.1 | 2.8} 1.7| 2.0| 1.4 1.7 1.6 1.1
1945 ceens 9 1.1 ] 1.6] 2.3 1.7} 1.6] 2.1} 1.6 1.9 2.5 2.9 3.3
191‘6.00000 ,405 h.9 7.8 701 803 705 5.7 608 5‘7 5.8 h.l h.3
19h7ceeees 3.2 3.7 6.1} 6.6 7.1 | 9.7 10,6 ] 12,0 12.8 3.4 | 11.6 3.6
1948.eeees | 204 | 10.9 | 23.9 ) 19.7 | 15.5 | 15.2 | 1S.4 | 10.9 | 11.3 9.9 8.8 8.4
1949000 nes 9.3 8,1 | 10,9 | 15.5| 19.7 | 13.1 | 13,6 | 20.1 | 23.1 19.9 | 16.1 16 O
1950s00ees | 15.5 | W1 | 20,7} 21,1 | 22,1 | 18,5 17.Lk | 20.5 | 15.3 13.1 | 11.3 | 12.9
195 ,000ee | 11k 9.5 | 12.0 9.5| 12,0 | 11.6 | 11.3| 10.8 | 13.8 9.4 8.4 8.2
1952¢0000s 7.6 8.9 12,2 11,8 11,5 10.h4 10.8 11.9 12.7 12,0 10.3 9.3
1953400000 | 10,0 | 20,0 | 12.4 | 13.2 | 12.2 | 12.4 | 12.0| 10.7 | 11.2 10.8 9.7 | 10.9
195he0eess | 12,0 | 9.4 | 20.1| 20.5( 9.8 | 20,7] 11.3] 10.0| 9.5 10.2 | 10.5 | 10.4
1955 c00ee 9.0 | 9.0} 12.8] 10.6| 13.0] 10.9| 8.5| 10.8 | 9.5 9.7 8.2 7.5
195600esss 7.3 8.3} 10.2} 10,3 101 | 9.2 9.0 10,2 | 9.5 10,0 9.5 9.6
1957¢eeess | 10,0 | 20.3 | 11.3 | 12.6| 15.3 | 1L.2 | 12.8 | 15.1 | 13.3 w6 1.5 1.6
1958400000 (12,7 | 12,0 | .9 | 17.6| 27.7 | 16.6 | 20.5 | 18.9 | 17.7 18.8 | 22.2 | 19.h4
Units in 2-family structures

1940ueeees | 12| 1.7} 2.0] 2.6 2.1 2.1 2.4 2.4 2.6 2.8 1.8 1.6
19U)eeeees | 26| 1.9 281 2,91 2.9 2.8 26| 2.6 2.7 2.5 1.6 1.5
194240000 1.3 1.7 2.3)] 2.9 10| 11| 1,2 B8] 1.2 1.3 1.h 1.3
19M30cerss .9 g1 1.1 1.5} 1.8 1.8} 1.6 2.2 1.8 1.9 1.4 1.1
19“1000000 100 05 102 101 100 105 09 07 06 -8 07 06
19“500...0 02 Oh 09 09 09 ’6 07 .6 07 .8 loo 101
19460ceess 1.3 1.6 2.4k 2.4 3.0} 2.5 2.2 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.7 1.3
19hT00cees 1.5} 1.6 | 2.2 2.8| 3.1 3.b| 3.2 3.3] 3.3 3.3 3. 2.8
1948.00ees 2.8 | 2.5 Lb| 7.6 5.2 | ko2 L.O| 3.1 3.9 3.2 2.4 2.8
1949 ceees 2.7 181} 2.5| 3.4 3.0 2.9 2.3 2.9]| 2.7 3.8 3.1 3.1
1950-..... 2.8 2-9 ,J»oé ! 308 hoz )-100 hol 309 303 302 208 207
1951ececes 3.4 3.4 L6 3.9 3.0 3.3 3] 3.3 3.8 3.5 2.6 2.
195240000 3.0 3.4 L.3| M| L3 3.8 3.5| Lo LT 3.8 3.4 3.3
1953¢e0ces 3.1} 3.4 3.8] k3| L.0| 3.4] 3.9| 3.2] 3.2 3.5 2.8 2.9
195heecees 2,21 2.3 2.8} 3. 3.0 2.9f 3.1| 3.1]| 3.1 2.7 2.8 3.1
19554000000 | 2.2 | 2.6 ] 3.7) 3.1 3.3} 3.0 2.7| 2.7] 2. 2.k 2.4 2.3
1956400ces 2,2 | 2.4 1 3.0] 2.8] 3.1 2,6 2,71 2.5] 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.1
1957 ce0cee 2,0 2.4 2.6| 3.0| 2.7 3.2| 2.8} 2.7 3.0 3.3 2.8 2.6
1958.cacss 2| 2.4} 2.9 3.5 3.6 3.0] 3.1} 3.8] 3.4 3.7 3.9 3.2

See note at end of table.
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Table 6: Privately owned new nonfarm dwelling units started: by Type of structure, monthly, 1940-58--Continved

Mumber of privately owned new dwelling units (in thousands)
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Because of rounding, sum of items may not equal totals.

Note:

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



24

Table 7: New nonfarm dwelling vnits started: Private and public ownership and location, annvally--urban-rural nonfarm, 1920-53,
and metropolitan-nonmetropolitan, 1950-58

Number of new dwelling units (in thousands)
Private and public Private Public
Year Total ‘Locaﬁiqg n Total Locatiog - Total Locatio; .
o ura o ur 0 ura
Urban nonfarm Urban nonfarm Urban nonfarm
1920400000 2h7.0 196.0 51.0 247.0 196.0 51.0 - - -
1921.4000e 4h9.0 359.0 90.0 Lh9.0 359.0 90.0 - - -
1922400000 716.0 574.0 142.0 716.0 574.0 2.0 - - -
1923c00ess 871.0 698.,0 173.0 871.0 698.0 173.0 - - -
192hescess 893.0 716.0 177.0 893.0 716.0 177.0 - -— -
1925.0000s 937.0 752.0 185.0 937.0 752.0 185.0 - - -
192600000 8l49.0 681,0 168.0 849.0 681.0 163,0 - - -
1927 eseses 810.0 643.0 167.0 810.0 643,0 167.0 - - -
1928. ss00 0 753 oo 59’400 159c0 753 00 59)-‘00 159-0 - - -
19290 ss00 e 50900 hoooo 10900 509.0 hoooo 10900 haded —— hndnd
19306sseee 330.0 236,0 9.0 330,0 236.0 9.0 - - -
19310000 254.0 174.0 80.0 254,0 174.0 80.0 - - -
193200000 134.0 64,0 70,0 134.0 6.0 70.0 - - -
193300.0.0 9300 hs.o h8.0 9300 hs.o )-1800 - - -
193k.0eane 126.0 h9.0 77.0 126.0 h9.0 77.0 - - -~
1935400000 221,0 117.0 10L.0 215,7 112.6 103.1 5.3 b 0.9
1936c000es 319.0 211.0 108,0 304.2 197.6 106.6 14.8 13.4 1.4
1937e0s0ee 336.0 218.0 118.0 332.h 21kl 113.0 3.6 3.6 (1)
1938.40000 hob.0 262,0 k.0 399.3 255.3 k.0 6.7 6.7 (1)
1939 csess 515.0 359.0 156.0 458.% 303.5 154.9 56.6 55.5 1.1
1940cesess 602.6 396.6 206,0 529.6 333.2 1964 73.0 63.h 9.6
19h1e0sees 706.1 h3k.3 271.8 619.5 369.5 250.0 86.6 6lL.8 21,8
19h200000e 356.0 227.4 128,6 301.2 134.9 116.3 Su.3 L2.5 12.3
194300000, 191.,0 1244 66,6 183.7 119.7 6L.0 7.3 L7 2.6
19hlesaees 1.8 96.2 hs.6 138,7 93.2 4S.5 3. 3.0 .1
1945, .0ea. 209.3 133.9 75.4 208,1 132.7 75.4 1.2 1.2 (1)
19U6eeaess 670,5 L03.7 266,838 662,5 395.7 266.8 8.0 8.0 (1)
19&700.000 8’4900 h7908 36902 8’-‘506 h?éoh 36902 30)& 3.11 (1)
1948, 000 931.6 52h.9 Lob6.7 913.5 510.0 L03.5 18.1 1h.9 3.2
1949ceeese | 1,025,1 588.8 L36.3 9838,8 556.6 h32.2 36.3 32.2 L.l
1950eceees | 1,396.0 827.8 568.2 |1,352,2 785.6 566.6 L3.8 42,2 1.6
1951,0000s | 1,091.3 595.3 496.0 |1,020.1 531.3 188.8 71.2 64.0 7.2
19524000es | 1,127.0 609.6 517.4 §1,068.5 554.6 513,9 58.5 55.0 3.5
1953¢¢eees | 1,103.8 565.0 538.8 11,068.3 L_‘533.2 535.1 35.5 31.8 3.7
Hetro- [ Wonmetro tetro~ Nonmetro- Metro- | Nonmetro-
poiitan| politan politan politan politan politan
195000eees | 1,396,0 |1,021.6 37h.4 | 1,352.2 987.0 365,2 L3.8 34.6 9.2
1951.000se | 1,091,3 776.8 314.5 |1,020,1 723.1 297.0 71.2 53.7 17.5
1952.40000 | 1,127.0 79L.9 332.1 |1,063.5 750,6 317.9 58.5 Lh.3 .2
1953444000 | 1,103.8 803.5 300.3 }1,068,3 776.9 291,) 35.5 26.6 8.9
195hecesss | 13220.L 896.9 323.5 |1,201.7 879.4 322.3 18,7 17.5 1.2
1955000000 | 1,328,9 975.8 353.1 |1,309.5 960.1 349.h 19.4 15.7 3.7
1956440000 | 1,118,2 779.8 338.3 [1,093.9 766.5 327.4 2.2 13.3 10.9
1957 cevses | 1,041.9 699.7 342.2 992.8 6774 315.4 49.1 22,3 26,8
19534000es | 1,209.4 827.0 382,4 | 1,141.5 789.0 352.5 67.9 38.0 29.9

1/ Fewer than 50 units.
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Table 8: New nonfarm dwelling units started: Urban-rural nonfarm location, monthly, 1939-53;

and metropolitan-nonmetropolitan location, monthly, 1953-58

—Number ol new dwelling units (In thousands)

Tear Jan, | Feb, | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | sept.] oct. ] Nov. | Dec. A:z:z%
In urban aresas

193%ceenes 23,2 | 21.7 | 30.1 | 28,6 | 38.2 | 31.8 | 29.8 | 35,5 | 28.3 | 28.7 | 32.3 | 30.8 | 359.0
1940cecscce 18,9 | 2u.8 | 31.6 | 38.3 | 37.9 | 29.9 ] 36.6 | 36.9 | 38.6 h3.1 31.1 | 28.9 396.6
194leeeccee 27.5 ] 28,1 | 36.0 | L47.9 | L3.h o5 | Lho7 | W1.6| 39.8 | 33.7| 27.8 1 19.3 | hL3k.3
194200 000es 21.3 | 36.1 ] 31.9] 31.1 | 16.6 | 13.7 | 13.9 | 4.6 | .2 | 25.4 ) 10.6 | 8.0 | 227.4
19U30c0rece 5.9 | 6.3111.3| 10,01 22,9 | 12k | 11.3| 3.1 | 0.9 | 11.8| 10.9 | 8.6 | 12h.h
19Ul eeceses 8.,2] 8.0 9.6] 8.6 10.5]| 10,1 B8.7| 7.7] 6.k 6.9 6.51 5.0 96.2
1945, 0e0eee 48| 5.6 7.2 8.7 9.9 1r.0} 12.1| 11.1 | 12.7 | 16,0 18.0] 17.8 | 133.9
194600 eeees | 224 | 25.0 | 38.0 | 41,0 | 1.0 | 39.0 37.3| 39.5| 33.6 | 34.6| 28.6| 23.7 | Lo03.7
1947 e00ace 2h.2 | 25.0 | 31.8 | 37.6 | 39.3 | k2.2 | 4.5 | L7.k | 50.3 53.2 u8.0 | 36.3 479.8
19,480000~00 3008 2901 ,4301 5500 5607 5’40’4 52-2 h7o7 hh03 ,.l.lo3 3801 32.2 52,409
1949 eecans 29.5 | 28,0 | 36.7 | 4L9.5| 53.9 { 53.9 | 5. 55.9 1 62.4 | 60.0| 56.7 | L9.0 | 588.8
1950c00ssss u8.2 | 51.0| 68.6 | 78.8 | 85.5 | 82,7 | 8h.2 | 83.6 | 7T0.L 59.k4 53.1 | 62.3 827.8
1951ececocs k9.6 1 47,0 51.2 | 51.9 | 55,4 | 84.7 | 4S.9 ] U4S.9 | LoJs | bhdi| 38,5 | 31.4h | 595.3
1952.0cee0s 36,1 | 42,8 | 58.5 | 59.0 | 60.7 | 56.1 | 52.4 | 50.8 | 52.8 53.8 u6.0 | Lo.6 609.6
1953400esee 38 | u3.1 | 59.1 | S7.h | 55.2 | 53.3 | LB.1 | L6 | L7.1 | L3.1| 38.8 | 35.0 | 565.0

In rural nonfarm areas
1939 ceeace 9.1 | 9.0( 22,8 | 14,3 | 15,21 | W2 | b | 25.7 | W1 | 1.2 12.8 ] 204 | 156.0
1940eeeseee 8.1 | 10,0 | 15,2 | 18,2 | 19.8 | 20.1 | 20.8 | 19.6 | 19.2 | 22.9 ] 17.h4 | 1h.7 206.0
1941...eee 13.7 | 15.6 | 23.6 | 26.6 ] 26.3 | 29,2 | 28.9| 28.0] 25.2 | 22.4 | 18.8 | 13.5 | 271.8
194240 e0ans 11.5 | 15.2 | 19.7 | 17.7 9.3 9.3 8.4 8.8 8.6 6.8 6.1 7.2 128.6
19U300c0see 3.6 3,97 6.1 5.3 6.7 6.3 6,31 7.0 S 6.5 5.0 | L.5 66.6
19Uk escesse boo| 3.8 L] Lb] L] S| 43| 3.8| 3.2 2.8 2.7 | 2.2 45.6
19’-‘5000.000 202 2.3 30'-‘ 307 h.7 7.6 509 600 7.h 906 11'3 1103 7501‘
19U4640cesee 15.1 | 17.4 | 2L.0 | 26,0 | 26.1 | 25,1 | 25.3 | 25.9 | 24.0 | 23.2| 19.1 | 15.6 | 266.8
19T eseesae 15,1 | 17.8 | 24.2 | 29.5 | 33.6 | 35.0 | 36.6 | 38,9 | 43.5 | L0.B ] 31,7 | 22.5 | 369.2
1948.eeeccas 22,7 | 20,0 | 33.3 | Lh.S | L3.6 | L3.k4 | 2.8 | 39,0 | 38.0 | 32.1 25.6 | 20.7 | L06.7
19U94eeraee 20.5 | 22.4 | 32,7 | 38.8 | k1.5 | U1.6 | L2.8 | L3.1 | LO.S { LL.3 | 38.8 | 29.3 | L36.3
1950c0eeeee | 30.5 | 31,9 | 4B.T | 56 | 63.6 | 61.6 | 60,2 | 58.3 | 50.2 | k3.1 | 3h.2 | 31.3 | 568.2
1951ieeeese | 36,3 | 33.6 | 42,6 | Wh.3 | bS.6 | 47.8 | Lk.6 | 3.2 | k7.0 | LS.6 ] 36.0 | 29.4 | L96.0
195240000ee 28,8 | 34,9 | LS.u | W7.2 | uB.9 | k7.4 | 50.2 | LB.3 | LB.O | L7.3| 40.1 | 30.9 | 517.h
1953c00cese 33.7 | 36.1 | L46.7 | Sk.0 | 53.1 | 51,3 | LB.6| W68 | UB.O | L7.0] L2.7 | 30.8 538,.8

In metropolitan areas
1953cc00ass 51.3 | 56.3 | 76.8 | 80.L4 | 81.1 | 76.6 | 71.5 | 67.3 | 69.0 63.8 59.5 | 49.9 803.5
1958e0ecsas b9.7 | 3.5 | 71.1 | 79.4 | 77.1 | 87.5 | 87.5| 82.6 | 82.7 80.4 75.7 | 69.7 896.9

1955c0c0s0s 68.1 | 66,9 | 86,8 | 96,8 | 99,7 | 98.3 | 88,4 | 91.5 | 83.5 | 76.5| 64.6 | SL.7 975.

195640c0see Sheo3 | S7.6 [ 7T1.9 | 76.2 | 77.6 | TheS | 69.7 | 70.9 | 62.3 | 64.9 ] 5h.8 | 451 | 779.8
1957cerecce b0 | U6.6 | 58,5 | 63,5 | 68.2 | 68,6 | 634 | 67.7 | 615 ] 6L.8 ] 52.5 | 3.k | 699.7
1958.00.0.0 ,-thS L‘h.h 5h08 67."‘ 7309 7608 8006 82.6 85.0 7901 7309 63.8 82700

In nonmetropolitan areas
195340e0see 20.8 | 22.9 | 29.0 | 31.0 | 27.2° | 28,0 | 25.2 | 25.9 | 26.1 | 26.3 22.0 | 15.9 | 300.3
1954 eseeeee | 167 | 21,7 | 2h.1 | 28,3 | 31,4 | 29.0 | 28,5} 31.7 | 33.0 | 30.3 | 27.9 | 20.9 | 323.5
1955cececsee 19.5 | 23,0 | 27.0 | 35.2 | 37.9 | 36.2 | 34.3 | 33.2 | 31.L 29.3 24.6 | 21.5 353.1

19560 scesse 20.8 | 20.8 | 26.7 | 35. 36.1 | 32,9 | 3t.4 | 33.0| 31.6 28,7 22,6 | 18.5 338,
1957 000esce 20,2 | 19,2 | 28,5 | 30.2 | 34,8 | 31.3 | 3h.u | 32.3 | 30.4 35,2 25.7 | 20.0 32,2
19584ce0ace 23.4 | 20,7 | 26.6 | 31.7 | 3b.6 | 36,2 | 32,2 | L1.2 | 36,0 | 35. 35.5 | 27.h | 382.4
— Note: Because ol rourding, sum of items may not always equal totals,
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Table 9: New nonfarm dwelling units started in four broad regions, .annually, 1948-58

Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent of new dwelling units in--
Year regil%ns Northeast ngﬁ'gl South West Northeast ngzxt::l South West
19480 ecees 931.6 198.0 204.8 315.7 213.1 21.3 22,0 33.9 22.8
1949 e ens 1,025,1 | 247.8 225.8 355.8 195.7 24,2 22.0 3h.7 19.1
1950ccccss 1,396.0 323.0 336.9 Ly8.9 287.2 23.1 2h.1 32,2 20,6
195e0sese 1,091.3 2h9.7 262.7 361.6 217.3 22,9 24,1 33.1 19.9
195240000 1,127.0 251.h 262,1 367.0 246.5 22,3 23.2 32.6 21,9
1953ccc0ce 1,103.8 254.7 270.5 327.6 251.0 23.1 24.5 29.7 22,7
195heceses 1,220.) 23,1 325.8 359.7 291.8 19.9 26,7 29.5 23.9
1955, 0000 1,328,9 273.1 356.0 389.0 310.8 20.6 26.8 29.2 23.4
1956¢ccece 1,118.1 228.8 303.1 334.2 252.0 20.5 27.1 29.9 22,5
1957ecsaee 1,041.9 195.5 258.4 346.3 2u1.7 18.8 24,8 33.2 23,2
195840000 1,209.4| 210.9 289.6 k13.3 295.6 17.4 24,0 34.2 2h.h
Table 1): New nonfarm dwelling units started in four broad regions, monthly, 1954-58
“Turiber of new dwelling units (in thousands)
Year Annual
Jan, | Feb, | Mar, | Apr. May | June | July | Aug. | Sept,| Oct. | Nov, | Dec. totals
_ Total--all regions
1950eccescas . 75.2 | 95.2 [107.7 | 108,5] 116.5] 116.0] 114.3] 115.7| 110.7] 103.6] 90.6 [1,220.L

66,

1955c0cecees | B87.6 | 89.9 [113.8 {132.0 [ 137.6] 13L.5| 122.7( 124h.7| 114.9| 105.8] 89.2| 76.2|1,328.9
195 .,000ees | 75.1 | 78, | 98.6 |111.4 | 113.7| 107.4} 100.1( 203.9| 93.9| 93.6] 77.h| 63.61,118,1
1957.ccesees| 6ho2 | 65.8 F 87,0 93.7 | 103.0| 99.9| 97.8] 100.0| 91.9| 97.0{ 78.2] 63.4[1,0L1.9
1958, 000000s] 67.9 | 66,1 | 81.0| 99.1 | 108.5 113.0} 112.8] 124.0| 121.0] 115.0| 109.4] 91.2|1,209.4

Northeast

195heeseseee] 13.0 | 13.3 | 22.1 | 21.7 21.6] 24.0| 25.3] 2L4.8] 22.4| 21.6] 19.0] 15.3 243.1
1955, 0s0s0ee| 16.0 | 13.5 | 23,6 | 28.6 30.3] 30.2| 27.1] 24.9] 23.4}| 23.5| 17.7} 14.3 273.1
1956400000es | 12,4 | 1k | 18,9 ] 23.4 24,71 2h.2] 21,8f 20,8 19.2( 20.1] 16.5f 12.h4 228,8
1957 c0csscee 9.3 9.7 | 14.8| 19.9 20.9] 19.9| 19.2] 22.8] 16.9| 19.5) 13.8 9.8 195.5
1958, 000000 8.0 7.0 ] 12,3 | 18.9 23.4] 21.5] 19.6| 22.2| 2h4.0| 19.9] 20.8] 13, 210.9

North Central

195hesesaees | 13.3 | 16,2 | 23.2 31.1 | 32.9] 3h.u| 33.3( 32.6] 31.9( 30.1 26.8f 20,0| 325.8
1955.000eees | 15.6 | 19,7 [ 28,1 | 37.3 | Lo.Oof 39.3] 35.6( 38.0] 3b.lu| 29.4( 23.0f 15.6| 356.0
1956.0000ees | 15,7 | 26,4 | 26,1 | 33.6 | 33.3| 31.2] 29.9| 29.2| 28.1| 26.2] 19.2| 1h.2 303.1
1957¢ccecses | 10,7 | 2,0 | 22,1 | 23.7 25.7| 27.8| =27.0 27.3 25.0( 2h.2| 17.4| 13.5] 258.4
1958c0cceees | 111 | 11,2 | 18,0 | 25.7 | 27.0f 26.7| 28.6| 30.7| 32.3| 31.8| 28.9| 17.6| 289.6

South

195’400.00-.. 22.5 26.1 29.0 2903 30.0 3106 3202 31.7 3600 3108 3105 2800 35907
30.6 | 32.4 | 32.9| 35.7 37.k| 36.6] 32.7] 34.8] 31.9] 28.5| 27.8{ 27.7 389.0
27.2 | 26,8 | 29,21 31.1 32,8] 29.3} 27.7| 30.7| 28.1] 27.5 22,71 21.1 334.2
26,0 | 24,6 1 29,4 | 28,1 33.7] 31.0] 31.5| 31.0f{ 28.7] 30,1 28,2} 2u.0 3L6.3
195840ce0ees | 28,7 | 28.7 | 30.7 | 33.0 32.6| 37.7| 36.2| k2| 39.3] 36.3| 3u.6] 33.1 h13.3

West

195heesesees | 17.6 | 19,6 | 20.9 | 25.6 24.0| 26,5] 25,2| 25.,2| 25.4| 27.2| 26.3] 27.3 291.8
1955.000sess | 25.4 | 24,3 | 29.2 | 30.4 29.9| 28.4| 27.3} 27.0| 25.2) 24.4| 20.,7{ 18.6| 310.8
19560c0ec0ee | 19.8 | 20.8 | 244 | 23.3 | 22.9] 22.7f 21.7} 23.2| 18,5| 19.8| 19.0| 15.9| 252.0
1957 e0eecoes | 18.2 | 17.5 | 20,7 | 22.0 | 22.7] 21.2] 20.1]| 19.9| 21.3| 23.2| 18.8| 16.1| 241.7
195840c0esee | 20,1 | 19.2 | 20,4 | 20.5 | 25.5| 27.1] 28.h4| 28,7| 25.4f 27.0] 25.1| 27.2 295.6
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Table 11: New nonform dwelling units started in 20 selected States: Private and public ownership, annually, 1954-58-

umber of new dwelling units (in thousands) Ag percent of United States total
State 195 | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 195k | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958
All dwelling units (private and public)
UNITED STATES, ToTaLl,.. 1,220.h | 1,328,9|1,118.1( 1,041.9] 1,209.4| 100.0 | 200.0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0
Selected States, total..| 926.7 | 1,015.1| 853.1 780.2{ 891.4]| 75.9] 76.k| T76.3] 7h.9 73.7
AriZonAseccocececccssccns 12,3 Lh.b 13.2 17.0 21.5 1,0 1.1 1.2 1.6 1.8
Californiacececcscscccss 199.k 21h.7 178.3 169.0 195.1| 16.,3{ 16.2| 15.9] 16.2 16.1
Coloradoseessses coe 19.4 21,2 15.4 13,6 18,6 1.6 1.6 1.h 1.3 1.5
Connecticutececeescecces 1801 19.3 1809 16.8 1501 1.5 loh 1.7 106 1.2
District of Columbia,... 2.9 2,8 2.2 3.1 k.9 2 2 o2 3 ol
Floridacecesesceecesccas 61,1 69.3 71.7 86.5 96.61 5.0] 5.2] 6.9 8.3 8.0
J11in018eesccseacsscacae 61.9 7601 6508 53o9 570,4 501 507 509 502 ,-107
Marylandeesecsesesoccess 31.5 30.8 23.0 22,7 25.0 2.6 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.1
MassachusettS.seesceoces 23.5 27,4 25,0 18,6 20,k 1.9} 2.2 2.2 1.8 1.7
Michigan................ 63.2 66.6 52.6 ll309 hznh 502 5.0 ho? hoz 3.5
New Jerse¥ececessscosecs )-lao,-l 55.11 h)-loo 3h07 3806 hoo hce 3.9 3.3 3.2
New Yorkeeeoesoosescooee 9206 9805 80.7 69.6 82.8 706 70)4 T2 607 608
OhiO.eeesecoasseccncaces 6‘408 T1.2 60.9 51.h 5607 503 S.h 50'4 ’409 ho?
Oregon.cececcececsccccse 10.0 10.1 8.0 509 9.0 .8 8 o7 N o7
Pennsylvania............ 51.8 60.8 )4909 ]4307 hzoh hoz hoé h.5 '402 305
TeX8Sescsssccrssevcovscss 80.4 86.4 63.1 6.2 87.2 6.6 6.5 5.6 6.2 7.2
Utal‘..‘...’......'...... 7.3 8.2 6.7 6.1 7.8 .6 .6 .6 .6 .6
Virginiaeeeseeesoeeseves 31.6 3k4.2 28,2 22.6 27.6] 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.2 2.3
Washingtoneeeeceseeeoess 23.1 22,9 16.2 15.4 20.5 1.9 1.7 1k 1.5 1.7
WisconsiN.eessescosesses 23.h 24,8 23.3 21,5 21.8] 1.9] 197 2.1 2a 1.8
Private

UNITED STATES, ToTALY,..[1,201.7 | 1,309.5] 1,093.9] 992.8] 1,141.5] 100.0] 100.0] 100.0] 100.0 | 100.0
Selected States, total..| 911.0 999.0| 835.3| 75u.6| 849.0| 75.8| 76.3| 76.4| 76.0 Thd
AriZoNnaeececsccccccsccne 12.2 lh.,.l, 13.1 16.0 20.,4 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.6 1.8
Californideecescecescees | 197.h4 2L 178,31 166.4) 189.8| 16, 16.u4| 16,3} 16,8 16,6
Coloradoesesecsss XX 19011» 21,0 1h08 13.0 17.3 1.6 106 10,4 1.3 105
Connecticutesecescerrecee 18.0 19.1 18.9 1603 1’406 1.5 105 1.7 1.6 1.3
District of Columbia.... 2.7 2.8 1.6 2.2 3.9 .2 .2 .1 .2 3
Floridaseceeseccccscssee 60.8 69.2 76.8 84,0 95.0( 5.1 5.3 7.0 8.5 8.3
T11in0iSececescoccacenes 60.11 7306 61‘-2 53-6 5500 500 506 509 Soh hoe
Marylandeeseesssccscccss 31.0 30.4 23.0 20,7 24.8 2.6 2.3 2.1 2.1 2.2
MassachusettS.eceeceacss 23.3 26.8 2.0 17.7 18.1 1.9 2.0 2,2 1.8 1.6
Michig“.'......."....' 63.0 “.2 51'8 h2.3 h1.3 5.2 5'1 h.? h.B 3.6
New Jersey..... eesevcsee h606 5303 uhoo 33.2 3505 3.9 hol hoo 303 3.1
New YorKeeseoooosoesosoe 86.1 92.0 73.0 6201 72011 7.2 7.0 607 603 603
(0). 1 RN 6h.2 71.2 60.9 50.4 55.11 5.3] 5.4 5.6 5.1 L.8
OregoNecececcscesccscssns 10.0 10.1 8.0 5.9 . .8 .8 7 6 N
Pennsylvani@eceeecoccess 51.2 60.6 Lok b3.5 Lo.8] L.3| k.6 k.5 L.b 3.6
TeX88eeesescovevosonscce 80.3 8505 6109 630’4 8207 607 605 507 60’4 7.2
Ut8hesesesesscecscrccnes 7.3 8.2 6.7 6.0 7.7 o6 6 o6 6 N
Virgini@,ceccoececsoccee 31.0 33.5 26,2 21.5 25.8 2.6 2.6 2.4 2,2 2.3
Washington.eeececsosscoss 23.1 21.9 15.7 15,0 18,8 1.9 1.7 1.4 1.5 1.6
Wisconsineseessceccscoses 23.0 24.8 23.2 21 21.L 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.2 1.9

See note at end of table.
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Table 11: New nonfarm dwelling units started in 20 Selected States: Private and public ownership, annvally, 1954:58--Continued

Namber of new dwelling units (in thousands) As percent of United States total
State 955 | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 198k | 1955 | 195 | 1957 [ 1958
1 Public

UNITED STATES, TOTAL ... 18,7 19.h 2h.2 h9.1 67.9 1100.0 }100.0 |100.0 {100.0 100.0
Selected States, total.. 15.7 16,1 17.8 25.6 b2y | 84,0 ] 83.0 | 73.6 | 52.1 62.6
ArizoNasescescrscsscsces .1 (2) 2 1.0 1.1 5 1(3) 81 2.0 1.6
Californiceee.cecscensse 2.0 .3 .2 2.6 5.3 | 10,7 ] 1.5 . 5.3 7.8
C010T800ceesscsrsanscens (2) o2 .6 .6 1.3 [(3) 1.0 2.5 1.2 1.9
ConnectiCutesccecescoons 01 2 01 05 05 05 1.0 oll» 1.0 07
District of Columbia.... o2 (2) .6 9 1.0 1.1 {(3) 2.5 1.8 1.5
Floridassececscesscccace 03 o1 9 205 106 1-6 05 307 501 20'4
J11inoiSeeseeccssccccsne 105 2.5 1.6 03 20)4 800 12,9 6.6 06 305
Maryland......u........ 05 0’4 o1 2.0 o2 2.7 2.1 olt hol 03
MassachusettSeeeosvecoace .2 06 1.0 09 203 1.1 301 hol 1.8 30,-‘
Michigan........u...... 2 o,-l o7 106 1.1 1.1 2.1 209 303 106
New JerseYeeeccecccssocs 1.8 2.1 (2) 1.5 3.1 9.6 | 10.8 [(3) 3.1 k.6
New York..o.....cooo.coo 6.5 6.5 7-7 705 10.)4 3)408 3305 31-8 1503 1503
OhiOeeescsosccccsnsvonse ) (2) (2) 1.0 1.6 3.2 [(3) (3) 2.0 2.4
OregoNiesscesscesccsccns (2) (2) (2) (2) .5 |(3) (3) (3) (3) 7
Pennsylvanideeeeessecces 6 .2 b .2 1.6 3.2 1.0 1.7 ok 2.4
TeX2Se0ocessccsesosrsense .1 .9 1.2 .8 L. 5 .5 L.6 5.0 1.6 6.6
Ubzheesssasosssscsvesees| (2) (2) 2 .1 (3) (3) 13 2 .1
Virginia.eessececsesoses .6 o7 2,0 1.1 1. 8 3.6 8.3 2.2 2.7
Washington.eesesoescesss (2) 1,0 .5 A 1.7 (3) 5.2 ] 21 .8 2.5
WisconsiN.eeessvoseccces oh (2) o1 ol oh 2.1 (3) 0,4 2 06

1/ Does not include Alaska., 2/ Fewer than 50 units. 3/ Less than one-half of 1 percent.
NOTE: Because of rounding and because totals include amounts too small to show separately, sum of
items may not equal totals.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



29

Table 12: New nonfarm dwelling units started in 20 selected States: Total and privately owned, quarterly 1956-58

— Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 4

State 1356 quarters 1957 quarters 1958 quarters

1st [ 2 [3d [bth [2st J2a [ 3d | bt [1st [2a [ 3a | bta

All dwelling units, private and public

UNITsD STATES, ToTaLl..| 252.1 [332.5 [298.9 |234.6 [217.0 [296.6 [289.7 | 238.6 |215.4 |320.6 [357.8 |315.6

Selected States, total.| 195.7 |250.7 |224.8 |181.8 [162.0 |22h.k |213.9 | 180.0 |158.4 [236.6 [261.6 |234.8
As percent of U.S, ®

totalieerrseccnaese] (776 (75.1)] (75.2)| (77.9)] (Tho7)| (75.7)] (73.8)| (75.4)[ (73.5){ (73.8)] (73.1)] (7h.L)

ArizoNna.ecessesssscsccss 3.2 3.3 3.3 Boh h.2 308 hué ht3 ho9 5-1 502 603
Californif,cecccecsscse h706 h606 hh 7 39ob h007 h607 h0.5 41,1 hooo h?ol 5500 5300
C01loradOecsesscossscsce 3.7 h's 306 3.3 3.h 303 308 3.1 30’-‘ 5'8 hoé )-los
Connecticubesesescseess| 3.2 | 6.0{ 53| LA | 3.2) 5.3} S.2} 3.21 2.0 L5 46| k.o
District of Colulﬂbiaooa oh 05 05 -8 o,-‘ 101 03 103 1.1 9 106 103
Floridaseceseescesscess| 18,81 19,21 19.8 | 19,9 | 28,9 21,2 | 22.,L| 24,2 | 23.0 | 22.3 | 25.1 |} 26,2
T114N01iSeecsassoscessss] 1hoO| 20.5| 17.5| 23.9 | 11.3 | 16.6 | 1.7 | 11.4 9.1 | 15.0 | 16.3 | 17.0
Maryland............... 5.7 6.7 5.7 h 9 503 706 503 hoS h-s 6.6 7.4 6.5
MassachusettS.esesesees| 5.2 7.7 6.9 5.2 3.31 6.2 L.9| W2 | 2.5 6.6 6,1 5,2
MichigaNeesesesseeasaes 1L4 1 16,5 153 | 9.4 | 7.5 13.4 | W.2| 8,7 5.3 | 11.7| 140 11.4
New Jerse¥eeececssssses| 20.0| 13.0| 11,2 9.8 6,6 | 11.0 9.6 7.5 6.0 | 11.8 | 11.0 9.8
New YorKeeeooeooooesoos| 16,81 24,5 22,6 | 16.8 | 11,3 | 20,4 | 20.3 | 17.7 9.2 | 24y | 27.4 | 21,8
OhiOssseeonsececssseoss| 10,71 19.6 | 284 [ 12,1 | 9,0 15.5] 16,1 | 10,8 | 8.1 | 16,1} 18,4 | 1kl
Oref'on................. 108 2.8 2.1 1. 3 1-3 1.6 108 1-3 1~8 203 205 20,4
Pennsylvani@eecececcoee 9.0 | 17.7 | 13.0 | 10.2 7.71] 13.9] 13.8 8.3 6.1 | 12.7 | 13.2 | 10.4
TeXASesesesocssoasesess] 18.0| 16,4 | 15.8 | 12,8 | 15.6 | 16,7 | 17.3 | W5 | 18, | 22,1 | 26,1 | 20.6
Utahesososecsovcocesnes 1.7 2.2 1.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.9 1.3 1.3 2.1 2,2 2,2
Virginia............... 6.h 9.6 7.1 501 hos 7.2 6oh h.5 L.8 7oh 8.1 Te3
Washington...u.u...u 3.8 500 hoz 3.2 208 holl ho? 3.5 308 507 601 ho9
Wisconsin..........n.. ’4.3 801 600 )-l»o9 307 609 602 h07 301 60'-‘» 607 5.6
Private
UNITED STATES, TOTALL..| 2LL.6 |325.3 |292.9 |231.1 |202.5 | 282.8 | 280.8 | 226.6 |201.2 |296.8 |33L.1 |309.k
Selected States, total.| 190,0 |246.1 |219.8 [179.1 [158.4 [215,9 | 208.9 [171.6 {151.8 |221.2 |2h5.L |230.4
As percent of U, S.

totalo.ocoooooooooo (7?07) (7507) (7500) (7705) (78'2) (7603) (7’-‘0&) (7507) (75'1‘) (7&05) (73'5) (7""5)
Arizon8seeececsssccsces 3.1 3.3 3.3 3. 3.6 3.8 4.6 k.0 4.0 5.0 5.2 6,2
Californideeeeeeeceeees| L7.6 | L6,6 [ L5 1 39.4 | L0.5 [ L6.3 | 39.9 | 39.8 | 39.1 | L6.2 | 51.6 ] 52.9
ColoradOecesscvecseseee 3.7 4.3 3.5 3.2 2.9 3.2 3.8 3.1 3.0 4.6 h.5 4.8
Connecticuteeevvesecess| 3.2 | 6.0} 53| Lob| 3.2} 49| 5.0 3.1 18| Lli| Luii| k.o
District of Columbia... ol 5 .5 2 .3 o7 3 S 1.1 . 1.1| 1.3
Floridacesssssssseeceee| 18,5 19,0 | 19,3 | 19.9 | 18,5 21.1 | 22,0 | 22,4 | 21,7 | 22,1 | 25.0 | 26.2
I111in0iSscsaceeaceoases| 12,8 | 20,0 | 17,5 | 13.9 [ 11,1 | 16,5 | 14,6} 11.3 | 8,2 [ 1,1 | 16.2 | 16,5
Marylande.eeesoccoesses S.7 | 6.7 5.7 L9 L6) 64| S.3) hi| L | 6.5 74| 6.5
MassachusettS.eeesseese h.5 7.7 6.6 501 3.3 506 hog 3.9 2oh 503 505 hoe
MichigaN.seessecevessss| 11| 16,3 | 14.8 9.3 7.5 13.2 | 13.2 8.k 5.3 | 11.1 | 13,7 | 11.2
New Jersey.eesececessss| 10,01 13,0} 1l.2 9.8 6.6 9.6 9.5 7.5 5.8 9.5 | 10.8 9.3
New YOrKeeeeoeoooosesses| 1he6] 22,3 | 20,1 | 16,0 | 10.5 | 13.7 | 18.8 | 14h.2 9.1 | 21.3 | 22,1 | 19.9
OhiOsseesseossssosesses| 10,71 19,6 ] 18,4 | 12.1 9.0 | 15.0| 15.6 | 10.8 8.0 | 15.0 | 18,0 | 1L4.1
OregoNececsceceseoscecs 1.8 2.8 2.1 1.3 1.3 1.6 1.8 1.3 1.6 2.2 2.3 2.4
Pennsylvanigeeeceeseses 9.0} 17.3 | 13.0 | 10,2 7.7 13.8 | 13.7 8.3 5.9 | 12.2 | 12,4 | 10.3
TeX8Seeecossssvesssvees| 17,1 [ 16,4 | 15,7 | 12,7 ] 15,6 | 16.6 | 16.9 | 14,3 | 17.0 | 21.2 | 2L.O | 20.5
Utahesoescooosccocences 1.7 2.2 1.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.8 1.3 1.3 2.1 2.1 2,2
Virgiﬂiao.............. 6.1 9.1 6-5 hos ,40)-‘ 6,2 60)-‘ hﬁs hoB 6.7 705 6,8
Washington............. 308 h09 hOO 3.0 2-8 hoz hoé 305 3.8 500 501 ho9
Wisconsiniseeeesesvcecs th 8.1 6.0 hoe 3.7 6.9 6,2 hoé 3.1 6.3 605 506

1/ Does not include Alaska,
NOTE: Because of rounding, sum of items may not equal totals,
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Table 13: New nonfarm dwelling units storted: Private and public ownership ond type of intended financing
for private units, annually, 1935-58

~Wumber of new dwelling units (in thousands As percent As percent
Private of total of private total
Total, Federal Gove1 ent
private Prosrams._;
Year Al) pri- ALd AN
and vateglg/ §°d°§°1 Veterans| FHA [other | publscl/| Pri- | Pub- |FHA in-]VA in- til
public ousing |, minis| ana | pri- vate | 1ic |spected|spected| O%ner
Adminis- his=i ang private
tration?/|tration | Va%/| vate

193500.. 221;0 215.7 lhoo - lh.O 201.7 5.3 97.6 2oh 605 - 9305
1936000- 31900 30,402 h9oh - '490’-1 25’408 1’-‘08 950)-1 )406 16.2 - 83.8
19374ees 336,0| 332.4 60.0 - 60.0]272.4 3.6 |98.9 | 1.1 | 18.1 . 81.9
1938.... h0600 39903 118.7 - 11807 28006 607 9803 107 29-7 - 7003
1939004 515.0 Ls8.hL 158.1 - 158.1{300.3 56.6 89.0 1.1 34.5 - 65,5
19404400 602.6 529.6 180.1 --  |180.1|349.5| 73.0 |87.9{ 12.1 | 3L.2 - 65.8
1941.... 706.1 619,5 220.L - 220.4]399.1 86.6 87.7 | 12.3 35.6 - 6.4
19’42-000 35600 301.2 16507 - 16507 13505 5’408 811»06 1501‘ 5500 bt '45.0
1943000 191.0| 183.7 16,2 -~ {146.2] 37.5 7.3 96,2 { 3.8 | 79.6 - 20.4

94k....| 1h1.B] 138.7 93.3 | (5) (5) |(5) 3.1 | 97.8] 2.2 67.37] (5) (5)

1945,...| 209.3| 208.1 4.2 | (5) (5) |(s) 1.2 | 9.k H 1 19.8 | (5) (5)

1946eee. | 670.5| 662.5 69.0 | (5) (5) (5) 8,0 [98.8] 1.2| 10.k | (5) (5)

19470 e0s 849.0{ 8LS5.6 229.0 | (5) (5) |(5) 3.k | 99.6 Al 271 | (5) (5)

1948,... | 931.6| 913.5 29u.1 | (5) (5) {(5) 18,1 | 98.1| 1.9 ! 32.2 | (5) (5)

1949.... | 1,025.1 988,8 363.8 | (5) (5) [(5) 36.3 9.5 3.5 36.8 | (5) (5)

1950.... 1 1,396.0| 1,352,2 u86.7 | (5) (5) 1(5) h3.8 1 96.9| 3.1 1 36.0; (5) (5)
1951,..0 | 1,091.3 | 1,020.1 263.5 | 148.6 |112.1[607.9 1.2 93.5 6.5 25.8 1.6 59.6
1952.... | 1,127.0| 1,068.5 279.9 | 1h1.3 [L421.2|647.3 58,5 | 94.8 5.2 26,2 13.2 | 60.6
1953¢.00 | 1,103.8 | 1,068.3 252,0 | 156.6 |L08.7|659.7 35.5 96.8 3.2 23.6 .6 61.8
195he..s | 1,220.4 | 1,201.7 276.3 | 307.0 [583.3|618.4 18.7 98.5 | 1,5 | 23,0 | 25.5 61,5
19554540 | 1,328,9 | 1,309.5 276.7 | 392.9 |[669.6/639.9 19.4 98.5 1.5 21,1 30.0 48.9
1956400 | 1,118,1 | 1,093.9 189.3 | 270.7 |L60.0|633.9 2.2 97.8 2.2 17.3 24.8 57.9
1957¢ess | 1,041,9 992.8 168.L | 128.3 |296.7|696.1 L9.1 95.3 ko7 | 17.0 12,9 70.1
1958.... | 1,209.4] 1,141,5 295.4 | 102.1 |397.5|7hk.0] 67.9 | 9kl | 5.6 | 25.9 8.9 | 65.2

1/ Represents the number of new dwelling units started under inspection procedures of the Federal
Housing Administration and the Veterans Administration, as reported by the respective agencies. See
definitions (p. 12).

2/ Includes 82,595 new privately owned low-cost units built during 1949-56, under the Wherry amendment
to the National Housing Act, for voluntary rental occupancy by military and defense~-connected personnel. See
also, table 14 (p. 31); and definitions (p. 12).

Excludes 62,090 new publicly owned units begun during 1956-58, with FHA-insured mortgages, under the
Capehart amendment to the National Housing Act, for assigned occupancy by military personnel. See also,
table 17 (p. 34); and definitions (p. 12).

3/ Includes an unknown number of new dwelling units started during 19LL-50, under inspection procedures
of the Veterans Administration. Reporting of the number of new units begun under VA inspection was initiated
with data for June 1950, During the last 7 months of 1950, the number of new units started under inspection
of the FHA and the VA amounted to 38.5 percent and 15.6 percent, respectively, of all private units begun
during the period.

I/ Includes new dwelling units built during 1956-58 under the Capehart military housing program, but.
excludes privately owned units built during 1949-56, under the Wherry housing program for voluntary rental
occupancy by military and defense-connected personnel., See also, tables 1k and 17 (pp. 31, and 3},
respectively),

5/ Data not available, See footnote 3.
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Table 14: Privately owned new nonfarm dwelling units started under the Wherry amendment
to the National Housing Act, monthly, 1949-561

Number of new dwelling units (in thousands)

Year Jan, | Feb, | Mar, | Apr. May | June | July | Aug. | Sept.]| Oct. Nov, Dec. %g’ggf%
19’49- essccee - L] - - - - - - - - (2) 0.3 _3_7 0,3
1950ecesccse 0.1 0.2 0.7 1,1 1.5 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.7 1.1 0.8 1.8 11.8
1951ecnsccce 2.3 1.0 1.4 1,2 3.4 1,6 2.4 2.3 3.2 2.0 2.0 o7 23.6
1952000000es o7 1.5 1.7 2,2 1.8 2.1 3.5 2,0 2.7 2.3 1.6 1.1 23.1
19530cescses 1.5 1.5 1.3 o7 1.2 6 1.2 9 1.1 1.6 2.2 . .l
195’400000.0. 09 09 05 08 '8 01 01 98 03 0’4 05 O3 6‘5
19550.oooooo 03 02 02 02 01 a2 (2) .1 .1 (2) ol 05 201
1956.0000000 03 (2) (2) 01 01 01 01 02 Andad - - - é/ ‘9

1/ For voluntary rental occupancy by military and defense-connected personnel, See also, table 17
(p.34); anddefinitions (p. 12). The proportion of Wherry housing units built in rural-nonfarm and in nonmetro=-
politan areas is as follows: 1949--100 percent; 1950--95 percent; 1951-~92 percent; 1952--81 percent; 1953--
9L percent; 195L4--59 percent; 1955--36 percent; and 1956--100 percent.

2/ Fewer than 50 units,

3/ Totals given here are for the last 2 months of 1949, when starts under the Wherry program were first
reported; and for the first 8 months of 1956, when housing starts activity ceased under this program, and
began under the new Capehart military housing program., See table 17 (p. 34).

Yote: Because of rounding, and because totals include amounts too small to show separately, sum of
items may not always equel totals.
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Table 15: Publicly owned new nonfarm dwelling units started: Federal or State and local ownership and program, annually, 1949-58

Number of new dwelling tnits
Federally owned State and locally owned
A New York City Housing Authority A1l other
Year | ;plic At (A1l other Federally Federally All other State and
roFrans Total Imilitary| federally| Total| aided Totalé/ aided M.Y.C. Housing locally
progr basesl/ owned?, low-rent?'/ low=-rent Authority ownedid/
1949....] 36,320 | 3,965| 2,410 1,550 |32,360 780 119,660 |(5) 19,660 11,915
1950....] L3,800 | 1,085 170 885 h2,745| 26,875 9,660 5,260 h,hoo 11,470
1951....] 71,205 | 1,060 NI 615 | 70,145 65,200 4,075 2,640 1,435 3,510
1952....| 58,520 620  L30 190 {57,900 52,75 | 7,595 5,860 1,730 3,h20
1953....] 35,L485 108 60 | (5) 35,380 31,380 5,200 2,248 2,955 1,110
1954....] 18,700 245 (5) 235 118,450 14,155 5,945 2,290 3,659 640
1955...4 19,525 | 5,010} L,885 125 {14,510 8,570 7,785 3,915 3,870 2,070
1956....| 24,235 | 8,750| 8,105 645 [15,485) 4,795 6,170 980 5,190 5,500
1957...4| 49,105 |25,520| 25,085 L35 123,585 17,475 5,620 2,855 2,760 3,350
1958....] 67,905 [36,310( 36,050 260 31,595 19,970 7,420 1,100 6,320 5,305
1/ Includes 62,090 new publicly owned units started during 1956-58, with FHA-insured mortgages, under

the Capehart amendment to the National Housing Act. See table 17 (p. 34). See also, table 14 (p. 31); and

definitions (p. 12).The remainder of the military housing units included here were built under provisions of
Federal)laws covering authorizations and appropriations for Federal defense agencies (now the Department of

Defense).

2/ Includes about 3,000 units started at Atomic Energy Commission sites, most of which were built prior
to 1952, (The Atomic Energy Community Act of 1955 made provision for termination of Covernment management
and ownership of communities owned by the AEC, to the extent that the termination will not impede purposes
and programs established in the Atomic Energy Act of 195L4,) The remainder of the units in the all other
federally owned category were built at national parks, reclamation projects, and at similar federally owned
projects.

3/ Includes federally aided low-rent units built under auspices of the New York City Housing Authority,
and shown separately here.

i/ Includes State and locally. financed housing built for low~ and moderate-income groups. Includes
also, housing built with Federal loans under the Community Facilities Act of 1950--mainly college housing
for students and faculty, and a small amount of housing for staff at hospitals and institutions. The volume
of college housing was small early in the program because, until August 1953, colleges were required to show
a defense-related need to qualify for a Federal college housing loan., An estimated 10,245 college housing
units were begun during the 1956-58 period.

5/ Fewer than 50 units,
e: Because of rounding, and because totals include amounts too small to show separately, sum of
items may not equal totals.,
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Table 16: Publicly owned new nonfarm dwelling units started, by ownership and program, monthly, 1949.58

Number of new publicly owned dwellins units (in thousands)
Year Jan, | Feb, | Mar, | Apr, May | June | July | Aug. | Sept.| Oct.| DNov, Dec. mﬁi
ALL PUBLIC PROGRANS 1/
19U ecres 3.7 2.6 LA} 3.3 L.2] LS| 3.4 24| 2.3 2Lk | 2.0 1.k 36.3
19500 et ees .9 b1 1.3 2.1 | 3. 9 L7 | L LS| 17| L6 | 15.0 43.8
1951eecccs 3.7 Lol | 3.6 3.9 3.4 k22| 3.7 B 1.1 1.3 2.3 1.3 71.2
195200000e 3.5 3.b[12.81) 9.2 8.7 6.6 1.5) 1.7 1.6 1.8} 3.8 3.9 58.5
19534caaes 3.91 5| 971 Loo| 2.7 2.6 31 10 3.01 (2) 1.6 1.3 35.5
195he0eaes 1.3 | 1.3 2,0 1.2 12 3.9 3.1 1.3] 2.3 2 .3 7 18.7
1955.cucaes .3 2,0 1.0} 1.5{ 2.5| 3.1 .8 2.4 1 1.3 1.0 .8 2.7 19.5
19560 eeass b | 14| 4.7 1.5] 2.9] 2.8 2.1 g 3.2 2.4 oA o7 24,2
195T0eccce k.l 2.7 7.7 2.3 6.1 S| L.O| 3.2 1.7 8.6 2.5 .9 49.1
195840000 5.0 S| La b.9 7.2 | 11.7 h.2 9.4 | 10.1 2,1 2.4 1.7 67.9
ALL STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED
1949 eeess 3.7 2.5 3.9 2.8 3.4 3.3 3.2 1.6 2.3 2.3 2.0 1.h 32.4
19500000, .9 21 1.3 1.9 3.3 B b7 | b | L&} 1.7 L6 | 1.9 L2.8
1951ceunes 3.3 L.o| 3.6 3.7 3.3 | b2.1 | 3.7 .8 1.1 1.1 2.3 1.1 70.1
1952400c0e 3.5 3.k 12,8 9.2 8.7 6.5 1.5 1. 1,5¢{ 1,7 | 3.8 3.9 57.9
19530000es 3.8 SJly 9.7 k.0 2.7 2.6 3 1.0 3.0 (2) 1.6 1.3 35.4
19 eecess 1.3 1.2 2.0 1.1 11)] 3.9 3.1 | 1.3 2.3 .2 o3 7 18,5
1955 ce0ess o3 1.2 9 1.5 2.4 1.9 o7 2.k 1.3 1.0 RS .2 14,5
1956 ce0sae S0 10| 2.3 1.0 2.2 1.9 1. A 1.7 1.8 o2 .6 15.5
1957eccnes L1 1k | (2 1.0 1.8 3.6 2.2 3.1 | 1.7| L.7| 2.5 o7 23.6
1958.c00ae 1.7 1.8 1.8 3.2 L.O{ 5.3] 1.8 2.2 | L7 | 1| 2.2 1.6 31.6
State and local low-rent under Federal-aid programs (U. S. Housing Act of 1949, as amended)3/
1949 eenes 0 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 5 o2 .8
1950ceeass 0 0 A Al 1.2 A 1.6 1.8 2.7 1.4 2.8 | 1k.S 26.9
1951.000es 2.0 3.5 3.3 2.4l 3,01 k1.8 3.5 3 1,1 | 1.1 2.2 1.1 65.2
19520 000as 3.2 3.4 | 11.8 9.0 | 8.7 6,2 1.1 1.k .8 5| 3.0 3.6 52,7
1953.000ee 3.6 Lh.9 9.3 3.0 1.8 1.8 | (2) 1.0 3.0 0 1.6 1.3 31.3
195U, euaas 1.2 1.1 1.9 1.0 1.1 | 3.6 1.5 N 1.6 o2 .3 0 1h.2
19550.0000 02 09 ‘3 102 .9 09 .3 2.3 1.2 o 03 0 805
195640c0es .1 o2 L.b .5 .3 b1 1,01 o .2 6 o} 0 4.8
1957 eeeees o2 1.0 0 9 1.7 3.4 1.8 1.7 1.5 3.3 1.6 o3 17.5
1958, c0ees 1.3 1.6 | 16 1.5{ 2.6 L3 | 131 171 1k .5 .8 1.2 20.0
All other State and locally o.med 2/
1949 ce0ee 3.7 2.1 3.9 2.8 3.k 3.3 3.2 1.6 2.3 2.3 1.5 1.2 31,6
1950ceesse o9 o2 9] 1.5 2.1 T 3.1 2.3 1.7 31 1.8 A 15.9
1951eccens 1.3 .5 3] 1.3 3 .3 2 5] o 0 .1 o L.9
195200000 3] o 1.0 21 0 .3 ALl o g1 1.2 .8 .3 5.2
195340000 o2 .5 A 1.0 9 .8 .3 0 0 (2) 0 0 Lol
1954escees .1 .1 1 Adf o 31 1.6 b o7 0 0 .7 L3
1955.0case .1 .3 .6 <3 1.5 1.0 oA .1 .1 1.0 3 . 5.9
19560000-0 08 08 09 05 1.9 103 ol-l -h 105 1.2 n2 06 10.6
1957 cesans .6 L (2) .1 N1 .2 A 1.4 21 1. .9 A 6.2
1958 ccese b .1 o2 1.6 1.3 1.0 A R 3.3 .8 1.3 .5 11.6
Under auspices of the New York City Housing Authority 4/

1949 e eee 3.5 2.3 2.3 2.6 1.8 1.8 1.9 A 1.0 1.6 o .2 19.7
1950.0cess 0 o} 0 . S| o 1.1 .8 2.2 3 1.0 3.5 9.7
195)cecece B8] o 0 3 0 2.6 .1 21 0 0 0 ) L.l
19524000ee 0 0 1.9} 0 1,6 .9 dj 0 6 S 1.9 1 7.6
1953.00eee 5N .8 B 1 1. 1. 7] (2) 0 0 0 0 0 5.2
195heesees 0 At o B N .3 2.6 b1 1.3 ] 0 o7 5.9
1955c00ccs .1 .1 Al 1| 11 16} O o7 .8 .6 6 .3 7.8
1956.0000s o7 .5 Jd 3 .7 1.2 b .2 .9 .2 0 0 6.2
1957 ceeees 3 ALf o0 0 0 0 A 1.3 0 2.9 b 0 5.6
19584 ceaes o] 0 1 .8 1,2 1.3 0 1.1 2.8 A o7 0 7.4

y Includes new federally owned dwelling units not shown separately here. See table 15 (p. 32), for the
number of federally owned units started annually,
2/ Fewer than 50 units,
3/ Includes dwelling units begun under auspices of the New York City Housing Authority.
/ Includes dwelling units. begun under Federal-aid programs. See also, table 15 (p 32).
] ¢t Because of rounding, and because totals include amounts too small to show separately, sum of
items may not equal totals.
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Table 17: Publicly owned new nonfarm dwelling units started under the Capehart amendment
to the National Housing Act, monthly, 1956-531

Tumber of new puolicly owned dwolling units (in thousands)

Year Jan, | Feb, | Mar. | Apr, May | June | July | Aug. | Sept.| Oct. Nov, Dec. :22:‘;1’:
19560 000ess - - .9 0 o3 o5 0 1.3 6 o] .1 2/ 3.9

0
1957ccnnnse 343 1.1 7.5 1.1 4.0 1.2 1.7 o1 0 3.7 0 0 - 23.6
1958.ccasen 3.3 3.2 2.0 1.7 3.2 5.8 2.4 6.3 5.2 o7 3 0 3k.7

l/ For assigned occupancy by military personnel., See also table 1l (p, 31); and definitions (p. 12).
The proportion of Capehart housing units built in nonmetropolitan areas is as follows: In 1956, almost 100
percent; 1957-=75 percent; and 1958--55 percent.

2/ Covers volume for the first 10 months of 1956, when housing starts activity began under this program,

Wote: Because of rounding, and because totals include amounts too small to show separately, sum of
items may not equal totals,

Table 13: New nonfarm dwelling units started: Number ond total construction cost, by private and public ownership, annudlly, 1920-58

— Number ol new awelling units Total construction cost of new
Yeor (in thousands) dwelling units (in millions)

Total Private Public Total Private I/ | Public &/
1920cs000secsscees 2L7.0 247.0 - $1,068.0 $1,068.0 -
192)eceesseccnccns Lh9.0 Lh9.0 - 1,771.0 1,771.0 -
192200'000000A0000 71600 716.0 - 2,95700 2,95700 -
1923..000000000000 871.0 871.0 - 3,775.0 3’77500 -
192,4.'000.000'0..0 89300 89300 - h,%500 h,065.0 -
1925. XY X) 937 0 93700 - h,h7500 h,h75.0 -
192600000000000000 8’-‘900 8&900 - )-1’11200 h,112.0 -
1927 cccossnssasees 810.0 810.0 - 3,910.0 3,910.0 -
1928'00000000000'0 75300 75300 - 3,613.0 3,613.0 -
l929...u...o..... 509.0 509.0 - 2,,45300 2,,453.0 —
1930. 900000000000 33000 330.0 hated 1,‘49&.5 1,’49’405 -
19310..000000--.0. 25’400 25}.&.0 - 1,1&‘06 1,101‘.6 -
1932...00.-009000. 13)4.0 13,-‘00 - ,40700 ho7.0 -
1933..--0-00.-.0.. 9300 93.0 - 285.)4 2850!} -
193‘400.0..0000...- 12600 12600 - 368.5 368.5 -
193500 ce0cosrennes 221.0 215.7 5.3 757.4 732,5 $2L.9
1936,... cscsces 319.0 30L4.2 14.8 1,271.0 1,193.7 7763
1937040s cesese 336.0 332.) 3.6 1,382.4 1,365.8 16.6
1938es0canccnccces L06.0 39943 6.7 1,583.9 1,561.6 22.3
1939 0eeresecacsee 515.0 us8.h 56.6 1,948.3 1,763.9 1841
19U0cesssssccrcace 602,6 529.6 73.0 2,299.4 2,072.2 227.3
19hlececescocssncs 706.1 619.5 86.6 2,826,2 2,530.8 295.4
194200 0vcavccccons 356.0 301.2 sL,8 1,343.5 1,133.8 209.6
19U30cecccsocccnss 191.0 183.7 7.3 689.1 660.5 28.7
L9lieeesorersvonee 141.8 138.7 3.1 496.1 L83.2 12.8
1945 eceitecronnens 209.3 203,1 1.2 965.7 959.3 6.l
19U6eeercrescscccs 670.5 662.5 8.0 3,769.8 3,713,8 56,0
191‘7000'0.000.0000 8’4900 8’45.6 3.)4 5,6'43.!} 5,6170'4 26.0
1948 931.6 913.5 18,1 7,203.1 7,029.0 17k4.1
19490 0eaeeannnnnas 1,025.1 988.8 36.3 75703.0 753743 328.7
19500 00ecssscscone 1,396.0 1,352.2 143.8 11,783.6 11,4184 370.2
1951 40ecscassesce 1,091.3 1,020.1 1.2 9,800.9 9,186.1 6148
1952¢e00sssccescss 1,127.0 1,068.5 58.5 10,209.0 9,706.3 502.7
1953ccceccccssones 1,103.8 1,068.3 35.5 10,488,0 10,181.2 306.8
195heseccrcccancns 1,220,) 1,201.7 18,7 12,1478.2 12,309.2 169.0
1955 cerecsionannas 1,328.9 1,309.5 19.4 1k,54k.6 14,345.8 198.8
19560 c0etcsroacnes 1,118.1 1,093.9 2h,2 13,077.0 12,814.8 262.3
1957 0ersrecrvonnns 1,041.9 992,85 h9.1 12,694.0 12,126.8 567.2
1958, 0000scecences 1,209.4 1,141.5 67.9 U, 499.4 13,678.5 820.9

1/ Covers the cost of labor, materials, and subcontracted work, and that part of the builder's overhead
and profit chargeable directly to the building of nonfarm dwelling units started in specified periods.
Included are the costs of equipment which becomes an integral part of the structure and is essential to its
general use, Excluded are the costs of land, site improvement, architectural fees, and sales profit.

2/ Based on contract values or estimated construction costs for individual projects, as reported by
agenciles administering public housing programs.

Note: Because of rounding, sum of items may not equal totals.
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Table 19: Privately owned new nonfarm dwelling units started: Average construction cost,

all types of units end 1-family houses, monthly, 1940-58

35

Average construction cost of privately owned dwelling units
Year Jan, | Feb, | Mar,., [ Apr. May | June July Aug. | Sept. Oct, Nov. Dec. 3:222;'.
A1l types of units (houses and apartments)
1940.... |%3,950|%3,850|%3,800!%3,875]/43,900] 33,900] 3,925 $3,900] 83,925 $3,975] 43,950] #L,000] #3,925
1941.... | 3,950| 3,950] 4,000| kL,100| L,050| L,150[ L,150{ 4,150{ L4,150{ L,150| L,000| L,075| L,075
w9k2.... | 3,825| 3,825| 3,900{ 3,700| 3,775 3,800 3,725 3,600 3,700{ 3,775| 3,725| 3,575| 3,775
1943.440 | 3,450| 3,400{ 3,450| 3,600{ 3,6:51 3,650| 3,6251 3,675{ 3,575| 3,625| 3,600{ 3,725 3,600
198k.... | 3,675 3,700] 3,725| 3,475| 3,375] 3,475 3,h50{ 3,525{ 3,525{ 3,300| 3,200| 3,200] 3,h75
19h5.... | 3,300] 3,625 3,700{ 3,900 4,200 k,175 L,h25] L,600] L,600 5,2%5 5,125! 5,L450] 4,625
1%h6.... | 5,300 5,450{ 5,900| 5,675| 5,525 5,525{ 5,4L00{ 5,6001 5,550| 5,750| 5,850{ 5,675! 65,600
19L7...0 | 5,650 5,700 6,075| 6,225( 6,200] 6,350 6,650] 6,825| 6,8751 7,225( 7,325[ 7,L00! 6,650
16k3.... | 7,150| 7,350| 7,375! 7,500| 7,650| 7,350 7,875 3,250| 7,750 7,800| 7,700| 7,725 7,700
149, eae | T,375] 7,L475] 7,525] 7,500f 7,575| 7,h50 7,375 7, u7, 7,h251 7,250 17,5501 7,300] T,L50
1950,... | 7,475| 7,700{ 7,975| 3,200| 8,275/ 3,575{ 8,650| 8,925 8,650| 8,950| 8,750{ d8,850] 8,L50
1951.... | 3,775] 8,800] 8,750 8,975| 9.175! 9,150 9,125( 9,000 9,275 8,950 9,000{ 8,850 9,000
1952.... | 8,750] 8,800| 8,950 9,025| 9,175 9,325 9,200 9,050( 9,125| 9,175| 9,125{ 9,075| 9,075
1953.... | 8,950 9,150] 9,350 9,525| 9,475| 9,575 9,750 9,800{ 9,750| 9,800( 9,575{ 9,L75| 9,525
195heeee | 9,300 9,350| 9,675]10,275|10,500| 10,425 1o,h75 lo,400| 10,325| 10,475| 10,450| 10,500| 10,250
1955.... |10,200|10,625|10,800/10,900]|10,950! 11,025 11,175 11,025! 11,200 | 11,150| 11,150{ 11,125 10,950
19%6.... 110,875]11,325|11,600|11,775|11,850! 11,850{ 11,900 11,850} 11,800 | 11,825{ 12,025! 11,650] 11,725
19574400 |11,725{11,925|12,300{12,300|12,300| 12,325 12,300 12,150| 12,300 | 12,425| 12,175{ 12,025| 12,225
1958.... |11,725|11,775|11,975{12,075|12,225| 12,150{ 12,075| 11,750! 12,100 12,200( 11,850} 11,675| 11,975
One-femily houses only

1940.... |33,97518kL,000($3,950) 8k, 050|4L,050| $4,050] $4,100] $L,025| 84,075 { $4,125] $L,125| $L,200( $L,075
9h1..., | L,150) 4,125 L,175( L,275| L,250| L,300{ L,300! 4,300 L,300| L,300| L,150| L,200| L,250
1942..4. | L,000| L,000| L,025 3,850 3,850 3,875 3,775| 3,675| 3,850| 3,350{ 3,900 3,775 3,900
1943.... | 3,550 3,475| 3,525 3,725| 3,750| 3,825 3,750 3,625 3,650| 3,675 3,625| 3,775| 3,675
19bh.... | 3,675| 3,650| 3,675| 3,400] 3,350 3,375 3,425 3,L50| 3,h50| 3,275] 3,175| 3,225| 3,450
1945,... | 3,250| 3,550| 3,725| L4,000| L,225| L,225{ L,500| L,600| L,575| 5,200 5,150( 5,600 L,€50
1946.... | 5,250] 5,L00| 5,850] 5,575] 5,475| 5,h25 5,375| 5,L50| S5,L501 5,625| 5,675 5,575| 5,525
1947.... | 5,700 5,825} 6,150| €,275} 6,2501 6,450| 6,725 6,950| 7,025| 7,275| 7,525 7,650| 6,750
... | 7,250| 7,L50] 7,550| 7,775| 7,950 8,050| 8,050 8 loo| 7,900 7,825| 7,900 7,900| 7,850
1949.... | 7,650] 7,525| 7,450| 7,500| 7,650| 7,675 7,525 7,650 7,725| 7,675| 7,675 7,625] 7,625
1950.... | 7,625] 7,850] 8,225 8,L50| 8,L50] 8,750 8,875{ 9,125 8,900| 9,200| 9,075( 9,200| 8,675
1951¢0ee | 9,100 9,2SQ 9,175 9,325 9,475 9,u75| 9,L00| 9,300 9,450| 9,225 9,250| 9,125| 9,300
1952.... | 9,0501 9,275] 9,350| 9,550| 9,575 9,675 9,500{ 9,425| 9,600| 9,525| 9,550 9,525| 9,475
1953..00 | 9,4001 9,600 9,800 10,000} 9,900{ 10,000{ 10,125| 10,175| 10,200 | 10,175| 9,975| 10,000 9,950
195he... | 9,750| 9,800)10,075)10,600{10,850; 10,750] 10,850| 10,750| 10,675 | 10,800 10,850 | 11,075| 10,625
1955.... [10,575/11,125111,250|11,250|11,400] 11,400| 11,475! 11,425| 11,525 | 11,575 11,575 | 11,625 11,350
1956.... {11,325111,750]12,150|12,275|12,300| 12,300 12,375| 12,275| 12,325 | 12,k25| 12,675 | 12,350 12,225
1957.4.. {12,600{12,800|12,950|13,025[13,250] 13,150| 13,050] 12,925| 13,075 | 13,375 | 13,000 12,925( 13,025
1958.... 112,775112,875/13,000{13,100(13,150| 13,025| 13,025! 12,550| 12,925 | 13,125 12,925 | 12,5800 12,950
1/ See table 18, footnote 1. The construction cost averages are affected by variations in the size and

design of the owellinp units, in the size and type of projects started, and by differences in construction
methods, as well as by
cost of a typical dwellirg unit or l-family house, and should not be confused with selling price.
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36 SELECTED REFERENCES

The Bureau of Labor Statistics publications listed below provide supplementary informa-
tion on the statistical series shown in this bulletin. They contain statistics as well as de-
scriptive and interpretive text. Starred (*) items may be purchased from the Superintendent of
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., or from any of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics Regional Offices (see inside back cover for addresses). Publications
designated with t are out of print, but may be found in many public and university libraries.

Periodicals

* Monthly Labor Review. Monthly. Annual subscription, $6.25. 55 cents per copy.

Includes current housing and construction statistics, developments in industrial rela-

tions, occasional articles on housing and construction, and brief reviews of new publications.
* Construction Review. Monthly. Annual subscription, $3. 30 ceats per copy.!

Includes current housing and construction statistics, articles interpreting the various
statistical series and results of special surveys, and summaries of legislation and regulations
affecting housing and construction. ilousing starts trends for each of the years 1954-58,
were analyzed in annual review articles appearing in the January issue of 1955, 1956, and
1957; and the February 1958, and March 1959 issues.

Bulletins and Special Reports

T Volume of Residential Construction, 1920-37. Monthly Labor Review, Jan. 1933, pp. 243-254.

t Number of Dwelling Units Built in Urban and Jonfarm Areas, 1920-36. Monthly Labor Review,
Jan. 1938, pp. 254-256.

t Building Construction, 1940. Bulletin 693. 140 pp. Text, tables, and charts,

t Building Construction, 1941. Bulletin 713. 130 pp. Text, tables, and charts.

Housing and the Increase in Population. Monthly Labor Review, Apr. 1942, pp. 869-830.
Reprint No. 1421. (The reprint was expanded to include definitions and estimating pro-
cedures.)

t Elapsed Time and Cost in Residential Construction. Construction, Oct. 1946, pp. 3-13.}

t Contractors’ Use of ilomebuilding Permits Issued. Monthly Labor Review, Jan. 1952, 2 pp.
Reprint No. 2101. (The reprint was expanded to include results of a sample survey made
in June 1952.)

T Estimating National {lousing Volume. In Techniques of Preparing Major BLS Statistical
Series. Bulletin 993, Ch. I, pp. 13-19.

* Estimating National [{ousing Volume. In Techniques of Preparing Major BLS Statistical
Series. Bulletin 1168, Ch. II, pp. 8-15. 65 ceats.

t Method of Compiling Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate of ilousing Starts.  Construction,
Aug. 1952, pp. 3-8.1

T Technical Note: Revised BLS Seasonal Index of Private Nonfarm !lousing Starts. Monthly
Labor Review, Aug. 1956, pp. 938-940.

FilA and VA llousing Statistics and the ilousing Market. Construction Review, June 1957,
pp. 4-13.

! Coastruction Review was issued jointly by the U.S. Department of Labor and the U.S. Department
of Commerce from January 1955 through July 1959, and thereafter by the Department of Commerce. Con-
struction, a Bureau of Labor Statistics publicadon initiated in 1944, was replaced by Construction
Review.
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* Construction in the War Years, 1942-45. Bulletin 915. 179 pp. Text, tables, and charts.
55 cents.
* Construction and Housing, 1946-47. Bulletin 841. 47 pp. Text, tables, and charts. 25 cents.
* Construction: 1948 in Review. Bulletin 984. 49 pp. Text, tables, and charts. 30 cents.
* Structure of the Residential Building Industry in 1949. Bulletin 1170. 38 pp. Text and
tables. 30 cents.
t Housing Volume and Construction Cost of 1-Family Houses. Supplement to Construction,
May 1951. Statistics for 15 metropolitan areas.
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