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Preface

In a modern industrial society, the importance of housing extends far beyond
its primary function of providing shelter. The character of its housing mirrors the
level of living and economic achievements, as well as the social values, of a family,
a community, and a nation. The opportunity to live in sound, attractive housing, in
well maintained neighborhoods, affords a far-reaching sense of well being and of
worth.. Being well housed is a strong defense against physical and social ills asso-
ciated with overcrowded, dilapidated quarters in blighted neighborhoods, and contributes
substantially to the productivity of labor and industry.

In terms of its impact on the national income, residential building occupies a
key position. It is a major source of employment, both directly and as the consumer
of a wide range of materials and services; a user of extensive land areas; a large
contributor to capital formation; and a source of substantial tax revenues.

Because of the ramifications of residential building into all phases of the eco-
nomic and social life of the Nation, comprehensive information on the amount and
kind of housing being built serves a variety of needs. For example, it is essential
to legislators and others responsible for shaping, administering, and evaluating na-
tional housing policy; to labor organizations interested not only in assessing the
adequacy of the housing supply available to workers but also in anticipating the em-
ployment prospects for various crafts and projecting the scope of apprenticeship and
other training programs in the building trades; to homebuilders and investors in
residential property; to large groups in the business community who initiate research
and plan for the production, sales, and distribution of building materials and equip-
ment; to utilities mapping extension of services; and to local and regional governments
in formulating zoning and taxation policies and gaging needs for additional schools,
street, water, sewer, and other public facilities.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics pioneered in quantitative studies of the charac~
teristics of new housing, its earliest surveys describing housing constructed in the
1929-38 period. Thereafter, the Bureau conducted a number of field studies of the
characteristics of new housing which varied widely both in geographic coverage and
in the range of information obtained.

The results of its latest series of surveys, conducted by the Bureau's Division
of Construction Statistics in 1954, 1955, ana 1956, form the core of the present bul-
letin which contains the most comprehensive and penetrating analysis made by the
Bureau to date in this particular field.

This bulletin was prepared by Kathryn R. Murphy. Edward M. Gordon planned
and directed the field surveys and the processing of the results.
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New Housing and Its Materials, 1940-56

INTRODUCTION

Buying a house is a basic goal of
increasing numbers of families in the
United States. In contrast with other ma-
jor items in the family budget which are
Yused up" and replaced in comgparatively
short periods, a house is ''consumed"
over a long span of years. Its fixed lo-
cation, which usually involves resale if
the owner has to move, also distinguishes
housing from most other consumer pur-
chases. In selecting a home, therefore,
the buyer ordinarily seeks lasting value
in a substantially built house in a well-
situated neighborhood, and his caution is
reinforced by the requirements of mort-
gage-lending institutions. Under these
circumstances, the advantages of time-
tested materials and architecture are bal-
anced against the anticipated continuing
acceptance of more advanced design and
the durability of new materials and
equipment.

The local character, the complexity,
and related conditions of homebuilding
also influence the rate at which innova-
tions are adopted. Among the related
conditions are zoning and building-code
requirements, the large numbers of en-
trepreneurs who build only a few houses
a year and purchase materials in small
lots from local building supply dealers,
and the variety and highly skilled charac-
ter of operations presently utilized in
homebuilding. For a complex commodity
produced, marketed, and consumed under
the se conditions, general acceptance of
new materials and methods is slower than
for nationally marketed manufactured
goods with smaller unit costs.

However, a number of events within
the past 2 decades affected the patterns
and pace of homebuilding. The acute
shortages of housing, building materials,
and labor in the World War II period
forced the abandonment of many custom-
ary homebuilding practices and encour-
aged the application of large-scale pro-
duction methods and experimentation with
new designs, layouts, and materials in
constructing housing for military person-
nel and civilian war workers. In this
period, the risk was largely underwritten
by the Federal Government. The empha-
sis on economy housing in the immediate

(1)

postwar years, when the housing shortage
was regarded as a natidnal emergency,
stimulated builders to adapt many of these
production and timesaving techniques to
private residential developments after the
war.

Because of the importance of resi-
dential building in the national economy,
both directly and in its role as a major
market for numerous other industries,
statistics describing new housing rank
high among economic indicators. Largely
because of the localized and "custom!
character of housing, a composite and
representative picture of national and
regional trends is difficult to obtain, In
its third nationwide survey of housing
characteristics, conducted in 1956, the
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor
Statistics collected information on mate-~
rials used in residential construction in
greater detail than had been possible in
surveys made in 1954 and 1955.! Some
of the more significant changes in the size
and appointments of single-family houses
and the type of materials and equipment
used, which distinguish the 1956 house
from its prewar counterpart, stand out
clearly in the comparison of results of
the 1956 survey with studies made by the
Federal Housing Administration (FHA) and
the Housing and Home Finance Agency
(HHF A)? of the characteristics of new
houses with mortgages insured by FHA
in 1950 and 1940 (the last prewar year
which was not greatly influenced by war
conditions),

Unmistakably, the average house
built in 1956 afforded greater space for

1 prior to undertaking these nationwide surveys
(see appendix A, p. 18), the Bureau of Labor Statistics
had collected information on some of the basic charac-
teristics of new housing in connection with other surveys,
including the Building Permit Survey, 1929 to 1938 (made
in cooperation with the Work Projects Administration) and
the Area Housing Surveys, which were conducted from
April 1946 through October 1947 and from July 1949
through June 1951.

2 For a description of the surveys and the reli-
ability of the estimates, see appendix A, pp. 18 and 19.

Throughout this bulletin, references to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics Surveys for 1954, 1955, and 1956 are
to first-quarter data for the respective years. The 1940
and ‘1950 surveys were based on Federal Housing Ad-
ministration tecords for selected months as indicated
in appendix A.
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family living than those built in the early
postwar period of concentration on the
small, two-bedroom house. Builders em-
phasized comfort and easy maintenance in
the 1956 houses, with automatic labor-
saving devices, and more bathrooms and
other plumbing and electrical conven-
iences than were customary several years
previously. Construction featured the use
of aluminum, plastics, and various types
of composition materials in many compo-
nents of the 1956 - house for which lumber
and wood products had been used almost
exclusively in houses built a few years
earlier,

The increasing use of the automobile
for transportation encouraged spreading
circles of suburbanism, dominated by
single~family owner-occupied houses.
Rental-type housing--in duplexes andau
other multifamily structures--represented
only a minor part of recent residential
building, accounting for no more than an
eighth of the privately owned units started
in the 1950-56 period in contrast with
nearly two-fifths in the 1920's, Usually,
this type of housing provides less living
space than a detached house. Although
information on trends in construction is
less complete for multifamily than for
single-family housing, the Bureau of
Labor Statistics surveys showed that some
materials which had become increasingly
popular in single-family houses were also
used extensively in new rental-type
buildings.

The customary cautions observed in
the detailed analysis of data obtained by
sampling techniques apply to evaluations
of small percent changes in the FHA,
HHFA, and BLS data presented in this
bulletin. {See appendix A, p. 18.) Re-
grettably, such cautions tend to delay pin-
pointing new trends in residential con-
struction until the innovations have been
adopted by builders on a substantial scale.
Also, it should be remembered that the
data relate only to materials which the
builders indicated they planned to install
at the time of construction. Furthermore,
it was not possible to determine the types
or quantities of materials and equipment
purchased and installed by the homeowner
before or shortly after he took possession.
This was particularly significant for items
such as ranges, refrigerators, garbage-

disposal units, automatic clothes washers
and dryers, air-conditioners, screens,
storm sash, and finishing materials for
basements or attics.

ONE-FAMILY HOUSES
Trends Since 1940

About 97 percent of the single~family
houses started in 1956 were completely
detached, surrounded by their own plots
of ground (table 1). The remaining small
fraction of row and sémidetached houses
were concentrated in a few cities in the
northeastern and southern regions. Al-
though no strictly comparable figures are
available for earlier periods,® the 1950
Census of Housing indicates that the pro-
portion of semidetached and row houses
built in the 1940's was higher than in re-
cent years--probably in excess of 10 per-
cent. The wartime controls in effect--
particularly in the first half of the
1940'g—-resulted in more compact, row-
house neighborhoods to conserve materi-
als not only in the houses themselves but
also in the extension of utilities, streets,
and auxiliary community facilities.* The
diminishing importance of attached houses
thereafter is part of the pattern of sub-
urbanization of homebuilding® and, within
cities, a reflection of zoning regulations
aimed at keeping population densities low
in' the residential areas being developed
beyond the older, more congested down-
town districts.

The lower land values in suburban
areas permitted generally larger building
sites than were feasible within the city
proper, and the pronounced trend toward
one-story rambler~type houses was also
a part of the suburban development.

3 Semidetached and row houses comprised about 14
percent of the new 1-family houses surveyed by the Burean
of Labor Statistics in 1936-38, but this survey covered
only houses for which pemmits were issued in cities with.
populations of 25,000 and over. See Resideatial Construc-
tion and Demolition, 1936 to 1938, Moathly Labor Review
Reprint No. R. 1225 (p. 6).

4 See Housing for War Workers (in Monthly Labor
Review, June 1942, pp. 1268-1269).

3 See Building in Metropolitan Areas (in Monthly
Labor Review, June 1957, pp. 689-696)
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Thus, the proportion of one-story houses
increased from two-thirds of the new
single-family houses in 1940 to seven-
eighths of the 1950 total and continued at
that ratio in 1956, Houses with a story-
and-a-half and 2-or-more stories ac-
counted for the remainder of the houses
built in 1950, but by 1956, the share of
these more conventional multistory types
was cut in half by the vogue at that time
for split-level houses.

General Plan and Size. In many respects,
1950 marked a turning point in homebuild-
ing. The 2-bedroom, l-bathroom house,
with less than a thousand square feet of
floor area, which typified new houses in
1950, was the culmination of earlier ef-
forts of the Federal Government and the
building industry jointly to focus greater
attention on building for the lower priced
market in a period of rising construction
costs and still urgent housing shortage.
Greatly liberalized legislation for Govern-
ment-assisted loans (under the National
Housing Act of 1948), with preferential
financing for lower priced homes, com-
bined with a very easy mortgage-money
market implemented the mass demand for
housing. Against this background, the
homebuilding industry started an. alltime
record of 1,4 million new houses and
apartments in 1950, In serving the lower
priced market, many features that were
somewhat more commonplace in prewar
construction were eliminated. Room sizes
were reduced, and some rooms were de-
signed for dual purposes with dining
rooms frequently merged with kitchens or
living rooms., Space for storage and
closets was lessened, and, with the elim-
ination of basements from many houses,
space for utilities was taken from ground-
level footage otherwise devoted to living
purposes.

To meet the twofold threat of infla-
tion and materials shortages following the
outbreak of the Korean conflict in the
summer of 1950, downpayments on homes
were raised substantially and the maxi-
mum length of the mortgage term was re—
‘duced with the imposition of Regulation X8
credit controls late in the year. To sat-
isfy buyers who had sufficient savings and

6 Issued under authority provided under the Defense
Production Act of 1950.

incomes to qualify for mortgages under
Regulation X, builders began to construct
larger numbers of more expensive houses
with more floor space in 1951 than in the
immediate postwar years. After these
controls were relaxed in September 1952,
credit remained tight in a booming econ-
omy in which the demands on financing
institutions were much greater than the
funds available. In additioh, the market
for larger homes continued strong, mainly
as a result of rising family incomes’ and
the increasing numbers of families with
3 or more children.?®

The trend toward larger, more
fully equipped houses after 1950 is ap-
parent from a variety of measures of
housing characteristics assembled in
table 1. In terms of average square feet
of floor space, houses begun in 1955 and
1956 with an average of about 1,200
square feet, matched or bettered the pre-
war (1940) house, The expanded floor
area was accompanied by increased num-
bers of bedrooms and bathrooms. Seventy
percent of the new houses in 1956 had 3
bedrooms and another 8 percent had a
minimum of 4 bedrooms, compared with
only 34 percent having 3 or more bed-
rooms in 1950 (chart 1). Almost half of
the 1956 houses contained more than 1
bathroom, and the majority of these had
at least 2 complete bathrooms, In con-
trast, in 1950, fewer than 1 out of 12 new
houses was built with more than 1 bath-
room, and in 1940, the comparable pro-
portion was 1 out of 5 houses with the
extra facilities generally being a partial
bathroom containing only a toilet and
washbasin,

The shift toward basementless
houses, which was part of the wartime
construction pattern, showed few signs of
reversal nationally as late as 1956,°
Little more than 40 percent of the 1954-56

TF amily Income in the United States, Current Popu-
lation Reports, Consumer Income, Series P-60, No. 20,
December 1955, p. 19; and No. 26, September 1957, p. 2;
U. S. Bureau of the Census.

8 General Characteristics of Families, United
States Census of Population: 1950, Special Report P-E,
No. 2A, p. 2A-19. Also, Household, and Family Charac-
tetistics, Series P.20, No. 53, April 1954, p. 12; No. 67,
May 1956, pp. 12 and 14; and No. 75, June 1957, p. 12;
U. S. Bureau of the Census.

2 See also page 8.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



[Chart New Nonfarm Houses With Specified Features

Selected Periods in 1940, 195D."and 1956

. —_ — PR e [
T ¥ T ¥

7777

0 10 20 30 40 50 6. 70 .80 90 .100
T L}

3 or More

Bedrooms
M Th A 9%
ore Than .
1 Bd“‘ll’bblﬂj :;j:

Basement

LA

Garage o |77 77 777772

Carport ” Ssssss e

Fireplace

#Data not available for 1940

source: 1940 and 1950, Federal Housing aamimistration
and Housing and Home Finance: :Agency;
1956, United States Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor duuauistuws.

houses included basements, compared
with almost 70 percent of those built in
1940. The majority of the basementless
houses were built on foundations or pillars
allowing crawl space between the ground
and the floor of the house. The practice
of building basementless houses on a
concrete slab without such crawl space,
rare before the war, increased as insu-
lation and heating and plumbing installa-
tions especially suited for this type of
construction were developed. About a
sixth of the new houses in 1955 and 1956
were built in this way.

Although the proportion of basement-
less houses with utility rooms increased
substantially after 1950, utility rooms
(i.e., a room with provision for laundry
facilities as well as a furnace and water
heater, and not merely a closet for the
latter two units) were provided in only
about half of the basementless houses
built in 1955 and 1956, Some houses--~
generally in the higher price brackets—-
included both a ground-floor utility room
and a basement.
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Two other features found in the ma-
jority of house s built in 1940--garage
facilities and fireplaces--had not regained
their prewar popularity by 1956, Car-
ports supplanted fully enclosed garages
in a rising proportion of the new houses,
but only about two-thirds of the 1956
houses had either garages or carports,
whereas four-fifths of the 1940 houses
had garages. The proportion of houses
with fireplaces in 1940 was almost double
that in recent years.

Structural Materials. The decreasing use
of wood and the substantial scale on which
aluminum and a wide variety of compo-
sition, synthetic, and other materials
came into use in homebuilding after 1940
were outstanding trends highlighted by the
surveys of housing characteristics
(table 1), For example, the proportion'®
of houses having various types of wood-
facing materials for their outer wall sur-
faces decreased as brick and other ma-
terials, as well as asbestos shingles,
were used more extensively, Insulation
board took the place of wood planks for
sheathing many frame houses; concrete-
slab construction eliminated wooden floor
joists and subflooring; and built-up roofs
and the greater use of asbestos and as-
phalt shingles cut deeply into the market
for wooden shingles, A sharp reduction
in the use of wooden lath occurred with
the substitution of wallboard for plaster
for interior walls and, even where walls
were plastered, gypsum lath or plaster-
board had virtually supplanted both wooden
and metal laths, Similarly, the propor-
tion of houses with wooden window frames
also diminished as the demand for metal
frames grew.

Structurally, frame houses (i.e.,
houses constructed with a supporting
framework of wooden studs and faced with
one or more of a variety of materials)
consistently dominated in 1l-family house

10 These observations refer only to the proportions
and not the absolute numbers of new houses having speci-
fied construction methods and materials. Furthermore,
except in a few instances, information was not obtained
on the quantities of materials used. The high volume of
residendal building and the trend toward larger houses
both.tended to keep the total quantities of materials con-
sumed by the homebuilding industry at higher levels than
the shifts in proportions of houses utilizing certain
materials might imply.

construction in the 1940-56 period.!' As
late as 1956, new frame houses outnumn-
bered those with masonry walls about 5
to 1, despite a growing preference for
masonry houses. However, increasing
proportions of the new frame houses were
faced with brick (commonly referred to
as brick veneer) or a combination of brick
and wood. By 1956, builders reported
more brick-veneer than wood-faced
houses, which was a marked departure
from previous building practice. In
general, the shift to brick veneer was
from various types of wood sidings or
asbestos shingles. Use of asbestos
shingles, a relatively new wall material, 12
had increased substantially between 1940
and 1950 when there was a combination
of sharply rising prices and scarcity of
lumber. The proportion of frame houses
faced with stucco fluctuated very little,
and in 1956, stucco ranked after brick
and wood in use as an outer wall material
(table 1).

The trend toward brick-veneer
houses accentuated the shift from wood
planks to insulation board and other ma-
terials for sheathing frame houses
between 1940 and 1956 (tables 1 and 2).
Insulation board was used more commonly
to sheath houses with brick veneer than
with other types of walls, For houses
faced with wood sidings or asbestos
shingles, wood plank sheathing continued
to be used most extensively although the
competition from plywood and other
materials was evident here also. Most
of the unsheathed houses were faced with
stucco, which can be applied to a lathing
material which is fastened directly to the
wall studs.

Walls of both masonry and frame
houses were insulated with various types
of materials which were applied loose or
in batts (cut to length), rolls, or other
forms between the outer and inner wall

11 e 195456 surveys revealed no significant
shift from the conventional on-site method of framing
houses to building with components, i.e., wall panels
consisting usually of studs and sheathing which. were
prefabricated on ‘the assembly line and trucked to the
building site.

12 Asbestos shingles were not listed among the
exterior wall materials used on new houses in tabulations
based on the Building Pemit Survey, 1929 to 1938. (See
footnote 3, p. 2.)
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surface of the house. Altogether, about
a third of the houses started in 19561
had such insulation, its use being influ-
enced by considerations of geographic
location as well as the method of wall
construction. Much more customary in
the colder regions of the Northeast and
North Central States than in the regions
with milder winters (table 10), wall in~
sulation also was found more frequently
in frame houses with wood, a combination
of brick and wood, or asbestos shingle
exteriors, than in brick veneer, stucco,
or masonry houses (table 3). '

Perimeter insulation was a compar-
atively recent development to reduce heat
loss at the edges of the floors of base-
mentle ss houses. With concrete-slab
construction, for example, before the
concrete is poured, a plastic vapor bar-
rier may be spread over the entire slab
area, over which are laid blocks or layers
of insulating material extending several
inches inside the edges of the slab. This
and other types of perimeter insulation
were reported for only 5 percent of all
houses under construction in 1956,

Ceiling insulation was a ‘"quality"
feature in 1940 which gained wide accept-
ance thereafter. Between 1940 and 1956,
new houses with such insulation increased
from 25 to more than 80 percent of the
total. Whether or not a 1956 house had
ceiling insulation apparently depended
more on its geographic location (reported
most frequently for houses built in the
colder northern regions) than on any
specific construction feature. About the
same proportions of masonry and frame
houses had ceiling insulation. Such
insulation was reported least often for
stucco and concrete block houses, which
were usually built in the South and West.

Roofs of the great majority of the
new houses continued to be shingled, but
after 1940, there was a marked shift
from wood to asphalt which was the dom-

13 The figures in table 1 for wall insulation may not
be strictly comparable for 1940, 1950, and 1956, since,
according to table 3, the 1950 figures include insulation
board. (Comparable detail for 1940 was not available.)
In the 1956 survey, insulation board used in the wall
construction was recorded under sheathing rather than
insulation, the latter temn referring to those types of
materials listed in table 3.

inant shingle material in 1956. The
increased proportions of houses having
built-up roofs in 1956, compared with
1940 and 1950, reflected the postwar
vogue for flat or low-pitched roofs.

In 1940, about 9 out of 10 houses
had wooden window frames (table 1), and
houses surveyed that year were classified
gimply as having either wooden double-
hung or casement frames or steel case-
ment frames, By 1950, the use of steel
casement windows had increased substan-
tially, and a small percentage of houses
had aluminum double-hung and casement
windows., Thereafter, the market for
aluminum frames expanded rapidly, until
by 1956, it accounted for nearly 3 out of
10 window frames installed in new
houses.® Another development since
1950 was the increased variation in win-
dow styles and arrangements (table 4).
Double-hung windows, still predominantly
with wooden frames, continued to be the
most popular single type in 1956 houses,
but accounted for little more than half of
the total windows installed. Casements
maintained second place, despite a decline
in their share of the total after 1950,
Ranking in popularity next to these more
conventional window styles in 1956 were
horizontal slide, picture, awning, and
jalousie windows. The postwar trend
toward aluminum, which extended to all
types of window frames in 1956, was
most evident for horizontal slide, awning,
and jalousie windows.

Aluminum also showed a rapid
postwar growth as a material for screen-
ing windows and doors. Used on only an
occasional house built in 1950, aluminum
had become the principal type of screen-
ing by 1956, being reported for a larger
share of the new houses than galvanized
steel, copper, bronze, and other screen-
ing materials combined.

14 Excluding basement-type windows, for which
steel frames predominated. In the 1940 and 1950 surveys,
the number of houses having a specified type of window
frame was reported. Because of the trend toward using a
vatiety of window-frame styles in a single house, in the
1954-56 surveys, information was obtained on the number
of windows of each type in a house, as shown in table 4.
For 1954-55 data on type of windows by type of window-
frame material comparable to 1956 figures in tables 4 and
14, see New Housing Characteristics in 1955 and Earlier
Years, Monthly Labor Review Reprint No. R. 2196 (p. 18).
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Aluminum had also entered the post-
war market for gutters and downspouts.
Galvanized steel gutters continued to be
used on the majority of new 1956 houses,
but aluminum had risen to second place,
outranking copper and wood.

Interior Finish. The outstanding postwar
development in interior wall construction
was the extent of the shift from plaster
to various types of wallboard materials.
In 1940, the walls of 90 percent of the
new houses were plastered, but by 1956,
this proportion had been cut in half
(table 1), Gypsum dominated wallboard
installations, but the share of houses with
other wallboard materials increased
between 1950 and 1956,

Whether walls were surfaced with
plaster or wallboard, some type of
decorative finish was customary in houses
being marketed in 1956. Builders of about
9 out of 10 houses reported definite dec-
orating plans at the time of the 1956 sur-
vey (table 5). For some of the remaining
houses, the builder planned to paint or
paper the walls to suit the purchaser after
the house was sold, but some houses were
to be sold undecorated, possibly to be-
come a '"'do-it-yourself" project of the
purchaser,

The walls of the living-dining and
bedroom areas of almost three-fourths of
the 1956 houses were to be painted. The
percentage having papered walls had been
cut by half between 1950 and 1956, In-
formation obtained on the finishing of
walls indicated that several new types of
paints had gained wide acceptance since
1950, For example, although paints with
a linseed o0il base continued to be used
more extensively than any other type of
interior paint in 1956 houses, they had
only a narrow lead over the newer latex
and alkyd-base paints. The alkyd-type
paints had come into general use after
1950,

In kitchens, however, walls were
papered more often in houses built in 1956
than in 1950, but even in 1956, about 3
oyt of every 4 new kitchens had painted
walls, Both paint and wall paper in
kitchens were sometimes combined with
wainscoting, and such combinations of
wall materials were much more common

areas,

in 1956 than in 1950 (table '1). A similar
trend toward wainscoting in bathrooms
was also evident. Although ceramic tile
maintained a substantial lead over other
wainscoting materials in 1956, plastic
tile, which was little used in 1950, was
reported for 7 percent of the kitchens and
22 percent of the bathrooms (above the
basement level) of the 1956 houses.

For floors in the living and bedroom
hardwood was used in almost 85
percent of the 1956 houses. In contrast,
only 5 or 6 percent were floored with
various tiling materials--predominantly
asphalt. For kitchens, linoleum continued
to be the preferred floor covering, but
by 1956, vinyl tile, which had come into
general use after 1950, ranked next to
linoleum (table 5). For bathrooms (above
the basement level) ceramic tile was the
most popular floor surface, but it was
used in a smaller proportion of the new
houses in 1956 than in 1940, as was li-
noleum. In this interval, the installation
of asphalt and rubber tile and miscella-
neous floor coverings for bathrooms
increased (table 1).

Important changes in interior door
styles also occurred in the postwar years.
The 1950 survey was concerned only with
the type of material used for doors ard
door frames, which were predominantly
wood. Wood continued to be the standard
door material in 1956, By then, however,
the trend toward the installation of flush
instead of panel’® doors was clear cut,
with the proportion of houses with panel
interior doors dropping from 18 percent
in 1954 to no more than half of that pro-
portion in the following 2 years. For the
outside entrance door of houses, the panel
type continued to be used in almost as
large numbers as flush doors in 1956,
Because of the increasing tendency to use
several types of doors in a single house,
in the 1956 survey,! the number of

15 A flush door has uniform thickness, with no re-
cesses on either side. A panel door has outer members of
full thickness which frame one or mote panels of thinner
material. Both panel and flush doors may be made of
wood or metal and may be installed to swing on hinges or
slide on tracks.

16 In the 1954-55 surveys, the door count was less
detailed and showed only the number of houses having
panel, flush, or other types of doors.
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interior and exterior doors of each type
installed in single~family houses was
obtained, and percentage distributions
summarizing this information are shown
belows

Interior Exterior
Type of door doors doors
100 100
8 lgg
lg C1s2
22 (2)
2 (2)

(2 (1)

1 facludes less than 0.5 percent steel doors.
None teported or less than 0.5 percent.

Sliding doors were used extensively for
closets. The folding doors (which fold
back rather than swing or slide) consisted
of narrow slats of wood or metal or were
the accordion type which was usually faced
with plastic.

Heating Facilities and Fuel, Not only
did the proportions of new houses having
permanently installed!? heating facilities
increase between 1940 and 1956, but def-
inite changes in consumer preferences
for various types of heating units and fuels
also occurred in this period (tables 1 and
6). One of the most significant changes
was the marked increase in gas-burning
equipment and the decline in units using
oil or solid fuels, Almost three-fourths

of the 1956 houses were to be heated

with gas, and furnaces burning coal and
other solid fuels (which were installed in
almost two-fifths of the houses built in
1940) were rarely reported by homebuild-
ers in 1956, The growing popularity of
o0il burners between 1940 and 1950 tapered
off, and by 1956, only about a fifth of the
houses under construction--mainly in the
New England and Middle Atlantic States--~
had oil-fired furnaces.

Another clear-cut development in
heating was the shift to furnaces equipped
with fans or blowers to force the warm
air through ducts to various parts of the

17 Refers only to houses with furnaces or space
heaters built into the house. In the 1940 and 1950 sur-
veys, houses heated by stoves and other types of movable
space heaters were counted as having installed heating
facilities, but houses depending on such heating arrange-
ments were tabulated as having no heating facility in-
stalled in the 1956 survey. (See table 6, footnote 3.)

house (table 6). The proportion of houses
with this type of furnace almost quadru-
pled between 1940 and 1956, whereas the
percentage of houses with gravity-type
warm-air furnaces, stearm and hot-water
systems, and various types of space
heaters declined.

The trend toward warm-air furnaces
with duct systems was greatly accelerated
after 1950, with ductwork in almost 3 out
of 4 houses under comstruction in 1956,
The choice of heating systems-—-particu-
larly in the South and West--may have
been influenced by the growing popularity
of central air-conditioning systems for
1-family houses. Although comparatively
few houses (6 percent) built in 1956 were
marketed with full home air conditioners
installed, in the great majority of air-
conditioned houses the heating and cooling
systems were combined, with the same
ductwork serving both (table 1),

The shift from gravity-type furnaces
to those with fans for circulating the warm
air, together with the development of
more compact units, permitted greater
flexibility in the location of the furnaces.
Even in the North, where furnaces were
installed in the basements of the majority
of the 1956 houses, substantial numbers
of warm-air furnaces were put in utility
rooms or closets (table 6). In the South
and West, warm-air furnaces were placed
in a utility room or closet more often
than in a basement, but in a sizable
number of houses in these regions, the
furnaces were installed in the crawl space
under the house and--to a lesser extent--
in the attic, The development of the
horizontal-type furnace to fit spaces with-
out enough height for upright furnaces
facilitated the attic and crawl-space
installations. Such changes in furnace
design and the increasing popularity of
units requiring little or no fuel storage
space undoubtedly were related to the
continuing high proportions of postwar
houses built without basements.

Hot-water or steam-heating systems
were comparatively rare in 1956 houses
except in the Northeast region. In houses
with this type of heating in 1956, the heat
usually was distributed through pipes lo-
cated in the baseboards rather than
through radiators, convectors, or radiant
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panels which were more customary in the
new houses with boiler systems surveyed
in 1940 and 1950. The introduction of
pumps for the mechanical circulation
of the hot water permitted installation of
the boilers in the kitchen, utility room,
attic, or garage, as well as in the
basement.

The Northeast was also the only
region in which significant numbers of
houses under construction in 1956 had
tankless-type domestic hot-water supply
units, a characteristic associated with the
prevalence of house-heating systems with
boilers (table 6). In practically all new
houses elsewhere, a separate water heater
with a storage tank was installed. Gas
water heaters were used in the great
majority of these houses, although the
proportion with electric water heaters
increased sharply after 1940, The most
significant trend in water heaters, how-
ever, was toward larger storage tanks.
Fully half of the 1956 houses had heaters
with a minimum capacity of 40 gallons,
whereas tanks with less storage capacity
were generally installed in 1950, Provi-
sion for more ample supplies of hot water
reflected uptrends in the size of houses
and the families occupying them, the
number of bathrooms, and the use of
automatic washers and dishwashers.

Electrical Service. The wide acceptance
of new types of electrical equipment and
appliances for home use required more
electrical wiring than was customary in
prewar houses. In the 1940's, a 30- or
60-ampere service entrance was consid-
ered adequate for the average home's
electrical needs. In 1956, the minimum
standard of the Adequate Wiring Bureau
for the service entrance box was 100
amperes!®--a standard which was met or
exceeded by builders of more than 5 out
of every 8 houses under construction in
1956. Measured-in voltage, about three-
fourths of the 1956 houses had 220- to
240-volt wiring (table 1).

18 see report of an industry round table on wiring
costsjointly sponsored by House & Home and the Re-
search Institute of the National Association of Home
Builders (in House & Home, September 1956, pp. 150 ££.).
See also, New Viring Sells Appliances (in Iron Age,
December 8, 1955, p. 99).

Nonmetallic sheathed cable was used
for the rough-in wiring of two-thirds of
the houses under construction in 1956—-
about the same as in 1950, Knob-and-
tube wiring, which was common in 1940,
was rarely used by 1956 homebuilders,
and the percentage of new houses wired
with armored cable also declined over
this period, reflecting modifications in
local electrical codes which set safety
requirements for electrical wiring.

Virtually all houses under construc-
tion in 1956 were wired with convenience
outlets in duplex receptacles; the average
house had 22 such outlets for connecting
lamps and various appliances (table 7).
More than a fourth of the houses also
had special-purpose receptacles including
outlets designed to serve electric ranges,
clothes dryers, power tools, etc. In an
occasional house (less than 1 in 12),
builders reported installing receptacles
with 3 outlets or multiple outlet assem-
blies, i.e., surface raceways with outlets
at frequent intervals.

About 9 out of 10 houses were
equipped with the conventional line-
voltage, toggle-style snap switch, and for
the remainder, mercury silent switches’
were reported. Most of the houses with
mercury switches were in the $15,000-
and-over price bracket and had an aver-
age of 15 switches per house, compared
with 11 per house with snap switches.

Kitchen, Laundry, and Other Equipment.
Although it was much more common for
builders to include kitchen and other ap-
pliances and equipment as part of the
selling price of houses marketed in 1956
than in 1940 or 1950, even in 1956, home-
buyers usually purchased these separately
from the house (table 1), For about a
third of all houses built in 1956, the
selling price included a range and garbage
disposal unit, and for more than half, an
exhaust fan. It was less customary to
include dishwashers, and a refrigerator
was included in the selling price of only
5 percent of the new houses., These pro-
portions undoubtedly reflect the compara-
tive mobility of most refrigerators in
contrast with the increasing vogue for
countertop range burners and built-in
ovens. Most other appliances and equip-
ment, such as air conditioners and clothes
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washers and dryers, were rarely included
in the purchase price, even for houses
selling at $20,000 or more.

Built-in storage cabinets were
practically standard equipment in 1956
kitchens {tables 1 and 7). The average
kitchen with such storage space had 1
cabinet under the sink, 5 attached to the
walls, and 4 base cabinets, i.e., resting
on the floor. A shift from wood to steel
cabinets between 1940 and 1950 was re-
versed, and by 1956, wood was used for
about 90 percent of the kitchen cabinets.
Laminated plastic, a postwar innovation
as kitchen countertop material, had gained
wide acceptance by 1956, virtually sup-
planting linoleum which was the most
popular material for this purpose in 1950,
Ceramic tile ranked next to laminated
plastic in use for counter surfaces in
1956 kitchens.

Houses Built in 1954, 1955, oend 1956

Prices of new houses climbed in the
postwar period of generally appreciating
real estate values. The median selling
price of new houses in 1956 was $14,500-~
up 18 percent over that of houses started
just 2 years earlier!® (table 8). Rising
construction costs and the trend, already
noted, toward building larger, more fully
equipped houses accounted for part of this
increase. Higher land prices and land
development costs also pushed up prices,
both directly, and indirectly, because

e Comparable selling-price data ace not available
for new houses prior tv 1954. However, data on property
values of single-family houses with mortgages insured by
FHA showed substandial increases in the values of both
new and existing houses in the 1946-56 period. See
Housing and Home Finance Agency, Tenth. Annual Report,
1956, pp. 98-99.

Although selling prices, floor area, and construction
costs moved in the same upward direction between 1954
and 1956, their interrelation is difficult to measure pre-
cisely from the available statistics. For example, it was
possible to compute the average (arithmetic mean) square
feet from measurements reported for individual houses.
However, builders were asked to indicate the proposed
selling price only in temms of broad price classes (e.g.,
$12,000 to $14,999, $15,000 to $19,999, etc.), from which
median selling prices were computed. -Since the median is
less affected by extreme deviations from the central
tendency than the arithmetic mean and since there was a
sharp increase in 1956 in the proportion of houses at the
upper extreme ($20,000 and over), the median selling
price rose less than an arithmetic mean computed from
prices for individual homes would have risen.

builder s found it uneconomical to put
low-cost housing on high-cost land.

As the market for mortgage money
tightened during 1955, builders tended
increasingly to shift from the low- and
moderate-price market to houses selling
for $15,000 or more. This shift reflected
two opposing tendencies. In the first
place, the short supply of money cut
deepest into the volume of the federally
underwritten (VA and FHA) loans with
liberal mortgage terms, which had been
used most extensively to finance houses
priced below $15,000, and had little effect
on the number of conventionally financed
mortgages. On the other hand, rising
consumer incomes and growing families
encouraged some people to upgrade their
housing in 1956, According to_the 1957
Survey of Corisumer Finances, *® a third
of the house purchasers in 1956 sold

another house at the time of the purchase.
This group bought higher priced houses
than other purchasers, partly because
the equity accumulated in their previous
homes enabled them to make the larger
downpayments required on the more
expensive houses and to qualify for
mortgages on the terms prevailing in 1956,

Moderate-size houses continued to
predominate in 1956, but builders started
relatively fewer small dwellings and a
greater percentage of more spacious
houses in 1956 than in the previous 2
years. In this interval, the average floor
area increased 8 percent-—from 1,140
square feet in 1954 to 1,230 in 1956,
Three- and 4-bedroom houses increased
in popularity, whereas the proportion of
new houses with 2 bedrooms or less
declined. With extra bedrooms came
added bathrooms, and approximately half
of the 1956 houses had more than one
bathroom.

Selling Prices. The close relationship
between the selling price of the house and
its size and other characteristics is
illustrated in table 1. In general, the
floor area and the number of bedrooms
and bathrooms increased with selling
price. Although the practice of including
kitchen appliances and other equipment in
‘the selling price of the house was compar-

20 Federal Reserve Bulletin, June 1957, p. 628.
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atively limited in 1956, broadly speaking,
the more expensive the house, the.more
equipment it included.

Changes in the characteristics of
new houses associated with rises in the
price scale may be summarized by de-
scribing houses in broad price groups.
Most of the houses priced below $10,000,
which included fewer than 15 percent of
all those built in 1956, were small,
basementless, frame houses with asbestos
shingle or wood exteriors and wallboard
interiors. However, this price range
also included virtually all of the small
number of row houses started in 1956.
The '"typical" house selling for less than
$10,000 reflected many characteristics
of housing in the South because relatively
few houses in this price range were built
in other parts of the country in 1956, 21
For example, there was a heavy concen-
tration of these low-priced houses with
space heaters or with no heating facilities
installed and with little insulation or
rain-carrying equipment, On the other
hand, builders furnished window and door
screens for larger percentages of these
houses than for more expensive homes.

Many houses offered at less than
$10,000 had only 2 bedrooms or less.
They rarely had more than one bathroom
and some had no bathroom. Usually the
kitchen had a sink and some built-in cab-
inets, but except for an occasional range
or exhaust fan, builders rarely furnished
kitchen appliances in this price bracket.
With less plumbing and electrical equip-
ment and appliances, the capacities of
the water heaters and electrical wiring
systems in these houses were smaller
than was generally provided in the room-
ier, higher priced houses.

The price range of $12,000 to $15,000
included more than a fourth of the houses
under construction in 1956, with good rep-
resentation in all geographic regions.
These were generally 3-bedroom houses,
with an average of 1,120 -square feet of

2l 1y tables 11-A through 11-F, data are shown
separately for houses selling for less than $7,000 and
for $7,000 to $9,999 only for the South; for other regions,
the data were combined into a single class, less than
$10,000, because of the small number of houses in each
subclass.

11

floor area. About two-fifths of them
were brick houses®?? with basements,
more than one bathroom, and plastered
walls, The majority were insulated and
had warm-air furnaces, garages or car-—
ports, water heaters with storage capacity
of 40 or more gallons, and met the 100~
ampere standard for electrical wiring.
Substantial numbers had some features
usually associated with the more expen-
sive houses, such as ceramic tile wain-
scoting in the bathrooms and kitchens.
Seven percent were air-conditioned. How-
ever, builders included few items of
kitchen equipment except exhaust fans,
and, to a lesser extent, garbage disposal
units, in this price class.

Almost all of the houses having 4
bedrooms and more than 2 bathrooms
and most of the split-levels were built
for the $15,000-and-over market, which
included about 45 percent of all houses
begun in 1956, However, the l-story,
3-bedroom house with 14 to 2 bathrooms
fasually with ceramic tile walls and floors)
was most typical of the new homes in
this price range. More than two-fifths
of the houses in this upper bracket were
priced at $20,000 or more. Houses in
this group were larger (1,680 square feet
of floor area, on the average) than those
selling for $15,000 to $19,999 (1,330
square feet), but houses in both segments
of the $15,000-and-over price range were
similar otherwise., Brick houses with
plastered interior walls predominated.
Practically all of the houses had furnaces,
and the majority had fireplaces, base-
ments, and garages or carports.

In contrast with the less expensive
houses, those selling for $15,000 and up
customarily included major kitchen appli-
ances—-ranges, garbage disposal units,
exhaust fans, and, in addition, many of
themm had dishwashers. [Fifteen percent
of the $20,000-plus houses had full home
air-conditioners, usually combined with
the heating system.

Regional Differences. Regional patterns
inhousing result from a variety of factors,

22 Houses referred to here and on page 14 as having
brick walls include those with masonry walls, either of
solid brick or of some other masonty material faced with
brick, and frame houses faced with brick (brick veneer)
or a combination of brick and wood.
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including climate, prevailing architectural
style, the availability and comparative
cost of competing materials, and the eco-
nomic characteristics of the population.
Regional information®’ available for 3
successive years brought into better focus
some of the differences observed in
housing practices in various sections of
the United States, despite the broad ex-
panse of the four geographic regions for
which the data were obtained. (See map.)
The 1954-56 surveys also revealed devel-
opments so general in all regions as to
represent nationwide trends. Among the
latter was the shift toward building larger,
more expensive houses, already noted,

In the South, where about a third of
all new nonfarm louses were built,
median selling prices were consistently
lower than for the country as a whole
(chart 2), although the average floor space
was greater.“ Differences in structural
arrangements may exaggerate regional
differences in floor areas, as medsured
in these surveys, however. For example,
in the basementless houses which predom-
inated in the South and West, the kitchen
(with possibly an adjoining "family" room)
might include space for recreational fa-
cilities and laundry equipment; or, storage
space and laundry or heating equipment
might be located in a ground floor utility
room or closet. By definition, all of
these areas were included in the measure-
ment of floor space. Basements, which

23 Regional statistics refetred to in this section
appear in tables 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11.

24 gee foomote 19, on p- 10.

are customary in the colder parts of the
country, frequently provided similar fa-
cilities, but basement space was not
counted in the measurement of floor areas
as defined in these surveys.2’

Differences in climate were reflect-
ed in other housing characteristics
besides the prevalence of basements.
For example, central heating and ceiling
insulation were less common in the South
than in other regions, On the other hand,
houses were equipped with window and
door screens, attic fans, and air condi-
tioners more frequently in the South than
elsewhere. Even in the South, however,
only about 1 out of 10 houses was sold
with air-conditioning equipment installed
in 1956,

Median prices weré higher in the
West than in the South for houses with
about the same average floor space.
However, a larger proportion of western
houses included '"extras,' which add to
the costs For example, relatively more
houses with fireplaces, garages or car-
ports, and two bathrooms were built in
the West than in other parts of the coun-
try in 1956. Although basementless
houses predominated, the proportion with
basements was increasing, and about 4
out of 5 western houses had central
heating systems.

The West showed a consistently
greater uniformity in exterior wall con-
struction than any other region, with
stucco houses predominating. This uni-
formity results, to a large extent, from
the dominant position of California in
homebuilding, not only in the West but
nationally, 2® and the limitations on per-
missible types of construction in that
State. The popularity of stucco over the
years initially stemmed from the fact that
it was a relatively inexpensive surfacing
material that simulated in appearance the.

25 See appendix B, p.22. The definition of floor
area in the Bureau of Labor Statistics surveys is essen-
tially the same as that used by the FHA in calculating
the floor area of l-family houses with. FHA-insured
mortgages.

26 In the 1954-56 period, Califomia was the leading
State in homebuilding, accounting for 1 of every 6 houses
started in the entire nonfarm area of the United States.
See Housing Starts in Selected States, 1954-56 (in
Construction Review, May 1957, p. S).
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'Chart 2.
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early Spanish adobe construction which frame construction is also among the
greatly influenced California architecture. more earthquake-resistant types, and
However, the predominant stucco-on- after the earthquakes of 1933, the Cali-
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fornia State Legislature enacted the '"Field
Bill" which required, among other things,
that all construction should be designed
to resist seismic disturbances. Under
this bill, brick and other veneer construc-
tion was permitted only if it conformed
to somewhat rigid standards.

There was a wider variation of
roofings in the West than in other regions
where the great majority of the houses
were roofed with asphalt shingles. For
example, wood shingles were used on
about a third of the houses in the West,
where they are produced. Another siza-
ble group of houses in the West--and also
in the South~-had builtup roofs, a sur-
facing especially suited to flat or low-
pitched roofs,

New houses in the North tended to
have less space on the floors above the
ground level, but had basements and
central heating systems more generally
than houses being built in the South and
West, and they cost more. Part of the
added cost could be attributed to other
strictly utilitarian features such as more
thorough insulation and wider use of
gutters and downspouts in the North than
elsewhere. Also, even for identical
houses, construction costs are higher in
cities in the Northeast and North Central
regions than in those in the West and
South, according to Federal Housing Ad-
ministration studies of comparative costs
of a standard house in different localities.

Brick houses were almost equally
popular in the North Central region and
the South, which together accounted for
about two-thirds of the Nation's brick
output. 286  On the other hand, wood was
the most commonly used exterior ‘wall
material in the Northeast, where it was
used most extensively on houses in the
top price bracket. The Northeast ranked
next to the West in the proportion of
1956 houses with such quality features as
garages, fireplaces, and extra bathrooms.
Furthermore, it was more customary to

7 C. W. Short and R. Stanley - Brown, Public
Buildings--A Survey of Architecture of Projects Construc-
ted by Federal and Other Governmental Bodies between
the Years 1933 and 1939, U. S. Govemment Printing
Office, Washington, 1939, p. XIII.

28 Based on value of shipments of brick and hollow
tile as reported in the Census of Manufactures for 19 54.

include such equipment as ranges, dish-
washers, and refrigerators in the selling
price in the Northeast than in any other
region.

Although local custom, which fre-
quently stems from climatic conditions,
appeared to be the dominant considera-
tion in many aspects of homebuilding,
cost was a related influence. The re-
gional variation in the prevalence of
basements, for instance, was well
defined, but within regions, the propor-
tion of houses with basements tended to
rise with the selling price. Other fea-
tures, such as central heating, fireplaces,
and garages, were more customary among
the more expensive than the cheaper
houses, irrespective of geographic
location,

Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Area Com-
parison, More than two-thirds of the
new housing in recent years was built in
the metropolitan areas®® of the United
States where population growth was much
more rapid than in nonmetropolitan areas,
Although located preponderantly in the
suburban developments spreading to the
metropolitan outskirts, the new housing
in metropolitan areas was economically
oriented to the central cities. These
aspects of housing location are significant
in analyzing national trends because of
the differences in the price, size, and
other characteristics of housing built in
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan commu-
nities which were revealed by the 1954-56
housing surveys. 3}

Selling prices were prime indicators
of the differences, being consistently
higher in metropolitan than in nonmetro-

29 'Earlier studies showed that this practice varied
widely within as well as among geographic regions. Among
new 1-family houses purchased in 15 metropolitan areas in
1949 (the latest year for which area data are available),
the proportion with cooking stoves included in the pur-
chase price in the Northeast ranged from 2 percent in
Pittsburgh to 93 percent in Philadelphia, and in the
South, from 2 percent in Atlanta to 98 percent in Washing-
ton, D. C. See New Housing in Metropolitan Areas,
1949-51 (BLS Bull. 1115, September 1952), p. 53.

30 Data on housing started in metropolitan and non-
metropolitan areas were not available prior to 1950.

31 For 1954-55 data comparable to 1956 figures in
tables 11-E and 11-F, see New Housing Characteristics
in 1955 and Earlier Years, Monthly Labor Review Reprint
No. 2196 (pp. 12-17).
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politan areas. In 1956, for example, the
medians for the two types of communities
were $15,300 and $12,700, respectively
(table 8). The latter figure reflected the
comparatively limited market for higher
priced ($15,000 and over) houses in the
smaller cities and towns where family
incomes were lower, on the average,
than they were in areas with their eco-
nomic cores in larger cities,3?

Part of the difference appeared to
be related to the heavy concentration (53
percent in 1956) of all new nonmetropoli-
tan housing in the South, where housing
prices and family incomes in general
were lower than in other regions. To
isolate this regional factor, the metro-
politan-nonmetropolitan data on selected
characteristics of 1956 housing were
tabulated separately for the South and the
rest of the country (table 12). On this
basis, it is clear that location in.relation
to large or small cities~-independent of
geographical location--influenced many
features of homebuilding. The contrasts
between the two types of communities
were especially sharp in the regions out-
side the South. In these regions (North-
east, North Central, and West), the
proportions of 2-bedroom, l-bathroom,
frame houses faced with asbestos shingles
or wood siding were substantially greater
in the nonmetropolitan than in the metro-
politan areas, and, in general, the room-
ier, more expensive houses were in the
large cities and their suburbs. Housing
was more homogeneous in the metropoli-
tan and nonmetropolitan areas of the
South than elsewhere, although in this
section, also, the larger and more cost-
ly homes tended to be in or near the
large cities.

By confining the comparison to
houses in the price ranges of $12,000 to
$14,999 .and $15,000 to $19,999 (the
median selling-price classes for the non-
metropolitan and metropolitan areas,
respectively), some differences were ap-
parent in housing costing approximately
the same in metropolitan and nonmetro-
politan areas in the country as a whole

32 Family Income in the United States: 1955,
Current Population Reports, Consumer Income, Series

P-60, No. 24, April 1957, p. 3, U. S. Bureau of the Census.
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{table 11, sections E and F)}.3* In general,
builders concentrated more on houses with
3 or 4 bedrooms and extra bathrooms in
communities with a large-city orientation
than in the nonmetropolitan places. There
were similar contrasts in the amount of
kitchen equipment provided, with builders
furnishing dishwashers and garbage dis-
posal units much more frequently in
houses in metropolitan than in nonmetro-
politan areas, Brick-veneer (frame)
houses were numerous in both types of
communities, but practically all stucco
houses,3* as well as those with brick
masonry walls, were in the large-city
areas.

MULTIFAMILY HOUSING

Construction of duplex houses,
apartment buildings, and other multifam-
ily structures accounted for 1little more
than a tenth of the privately owned non-
farm dwelling units started in the 1954-56
period. Since 1949 and 1950, when the
record volume of FHA-underwritten rental
and cooperatively owned housing swelled
the count of units started in private mul-
tifamily buildings to approximately 200,000
a year, the trend in this type of resi-
dential construction was generally down-
ward to a low of 113,000 units in 1956,
This volume was in sharp contrast with
annual building programs of 350,000 or
more rental-type .units common in the
1920's.

More than 90 percent of the multi-
family units begun in the 1954-56 period
were located in metropolitan areas, with
buildings containing 5 or more units con-
centrated in about 10 of the major areas.
These larger buildings (which included 60
percent of all rental-type units started
in 1956) were predominant in cities in the

33 Without data to compare construction and land
costs in metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas, it is im-
possible to determine the price spread which may be at-
tributable to higher costs and that representing differences
in housing characteristics. Also, in evaluating apparent
differences in characteristics it must be borne in mind
thae the errors due to sampling may be large for some
itemsbecause of the comparatively small number of houses
built in the nonmetropolitan areas.

34 The concentration of stcco houses in metro-
politan areas was accounted for by the large volume of
homebuilding in metropolitan areas in California. (See
foomote 26, p. 12.)
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Northeast region and the West (table 8).
In the North Central region, multifamily
construction was about equally balanced
between units in this type of building and
in 2- to 4-family structures, whereas
units in the smaller buildings were most
numerous in the South.

Buildings with five or more apart-
ments under construction in 1956 were
mainly of the walkup type (including apart-
ments in garden-type developments),
generally with no more than 25 units in
a project. Very few larger apartment
developments and structures with eleva-
tors were being built outside the New
York and Washington areas. Although
the new elevator buildings contained more
units per project than the walkups, the
largest elevator projects surveyed early
in 1956 contained fewer than 300 apart-
ments, Comparable figures are not
available for earlier years, but the data
at hand indicate that not only was total
volume of multifamily construction
unusually low in 1956, but the individual
projects were on a generally small
scale.?

Because of the comparatively small
numbers of new multifamily units, coupled
with the fact that a hundred or more
units in a single apartment project would
have many identical features, the infor-
mation on multifamily housing character-
istics was less diversified, though no
less representative of the units actually
constructed, than the data obtained for
l-family houses. Also, only limited
conclusions can be drawn from year-to-
year variations in the statistics describing
multifamily housing, since changes in the
national figures may reflect merely shift-
ing proportions of rental-type housing
started in various localities which follow
well defined architectural and building-
material practices.

The above observations are perti-
nent in evaluating the information on

5 In 1949, when the financing of a substantial
volume of all new multifamily housing was underwritten
by the FHA, almost 32 percent of the FHA-insured units
in elevator buildings and 19 percent of those in walkup
buildings were in projects containing 300 or more units.
See Characteristics of FHA Multifamily Housing, 1949
and 61953-54 (in Construction Review, April 1956, pp. 4
and 6 ).

exterior wall materials shown in table 13,
Although the 1954-56 data showed a con-
sistently greater use of masonry materials
in the walls of multifamily buildings than
single—family houses, they also indicated
some decline in the proportion of the units
in 5-or-more-family structures with
masonry walls, New apartment buildings
in eastern, southern, and midwestern
cities, almost without exception, were
constructed with masonry walls or brick
in combination with a reinforced concrete
framework. In contrast, in the West,
where the California influence was domi-
nant, large numbers of apartments were
in stucco-faced frame buildings, and that
section of the country accounted for a
larger share of the apartment construc-
tion in 1956 than in the preceding 2 years.
This is a regional difference of long
standing: a Bureau of Labor Statistics
survey®® of new housing in 1936-38 re-
vealed similar regional contrasts in wall
materials of buildings for 5 or more
families, but in that period, less than 5
percent of the apartments under construc-
tion were located in the West, compared
with 50 percent in 1956,

The shift in recent years from wood
and steel to aluminum window frames was
even greater in multifamily than in single-
family home construction. The propor-
tions of windows with aluminum frames
in apartments almost doubled between 1954
and 1956, as jalousie windows increased
in popularity (tables 13 and 14),

In most apartments built in 1956,
paint was used almost exclusively for the
interior wall decoration (table 15)., Al-
though the living rooms and bedrooms of
the majority of the rental~type units had
hardwood floors, asphalt tile was used
more extensively on the floors in these
rooms in apartments than in houses.

The various types of interior doors
were used in roughly the same propor-
tions in apartments as in l-family houses
in 1956, Seventy-two percent of the doors
in apartments were the plywood, flush
type, hung with hinges, and 18 percent
were sliding doors. Most of the remain-
der were the wood-panel type with only
a few folding doors reported.

36 Residential Constmction and Demolition, 1936
to 1938, Monthly Labor Review Reprint No. R 1225 (pp.
17-18).
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Dwelling units in multifamily build-
ings generally offered less living space
than single-family houses. In 1956, for
example, the average unit under construc-
tion in 2- to 4-family buildings was a 2-
bedroom, l-bath apartment with only about
two-thirds the floor area of single-family
houses in metropolitan areas. Through-
out the 1954-56 period, about 3 out of 5
units constructed in these small rental-
type buildings had 2 bedrooms, and
available information, though not strictly
comparable, indicated that the proportion
was virtually the same in 1936-38,37 The
more recently constructed buildings, how-

37 The distributions of dwelling units by number of
rooms and type of structute in the 1936-38 and 1954-56
surveys are not strictly comparable, since the relatively
small number of buildings with 3 or 4 dwelling units are
combined with S-or-more-family structures in 1936-38 and
with 2-family buildings in 1954-56. Also, the 1936-38
survey was in terms of number of rooms, which were
transposed into number of bedrooms for purposes of this
comparison, by means of the definitions of rooms used
in that survey.
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ever, tended to have relatively fewer 3-
bedroom units and more l-bedroom units
than did those built in the 1930's.

The smallest apartments were in
buildings for 5 or more families, with
apartments in elevator buildings tending
to have fewer rooms than those in walkup
buildings.3 Apartments in the 5-or-
more-family structures had little more
than half as much floor area, on the
average, as the l-family houses built in
the 1954-56 period, During these 3 years,
the distribution of apartments according
to number of bedrooms fluctuated more
in the larger buildings than in the 2- to
4-family structures. Nevertheless, in
this period, as in 1936-38, apartments
with 1 bedroom and bath predominated,
but 2-bedroom units greatly outnumbered
"efficiency" (no bedroom) apartments in
the 5-or-more-family apartment houses.

38 Based on FHA study cited in footnote 35, p. 16.
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18 Appendix A. Design of Surveys

BLS Surveys for 1954, 1955, and 1956

The Bureau of Labor Statistics regu-
larly conducts nationwide field surveys
among homebuilders in order to supple-
ment building-permit reports in developing
its estimates of dwelling units started in
all nonfarm areas of the United States.
At the same time, in 1954, 1955, and
1956, the Bureau studied the basic fea-
tures of new housing. These surveys
were further expanded during this period
to obtain additional detailed information
on structural methods and materials used,
through the financial support of trade as-
sociations interested in particular building
materials. The geographic coverage and
survey methods were the same for all
three surveys, but the participation of a
larger number of trade associations in the
1956 survey made it possible to collect
information on more types of materials
and equipment used in homebuilding in
1956 than in 1954 or 1955,

The Sample. The sample, which was
developed in the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics and used in all three surveys of the
characteristics of new housing, was a
stratified three-stage design in which the
Primary sampling units were standard
metropolitan areas and, for the nonmet-
ropolitan areas, clusters of one or more
counties,

In the first stage, the areas were
stratified by the four broad geographic
regions, as defined by the Census. (See
map, p. 12.) The selection of the sample
at this stage was based on the 53 areas
(29 metropolitan and 24 nonmetropolitan)
originally chosen by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics in 1954 as its sample for esti-
mating the volume of privately owned
housing started in those segments of met-
ropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas where
building permits were not required.?®
Because a broader representation of
permit-issuing places was desirable for
the surveys of housing characteristics,
this 53-area sample was expanded by the
addition of 10 metropolitan areas which
were completely covered by building-
permit systems.

39 For a description 0o°  procedures followed in
selecting this sample, see Te.aniques of Preparing Major
BLS Statistical Series (BLS Bull. 1168), ch. 2.

The second stage of the sampling
process was applied only to metropolitan
and nonmetropolitan areas having a large
volume of residential construction, for
which a subsample of permit-issuing and
non-permit-issuing places was selected.
In the less active areas, all places in the
area were surveyed.

Further subsampling--the third
stage--was confined to the permit-issuing
segment of the subsample of places having
the heaviest volume of permit activity,
for which samples of individual projects
were selected from the permit records.
To get maximum returns (in terms of
number of units surveyed per field visit),
projects containing 5 or more dwelling
units generally were given universal cov-
erage and the sampling was limited to the
projects with fewer units,

Within this sampling framework,
samples of privately owned dwelling units
were selected from single-family (de-
tached, semidetached, and row houses)
and multifamily (2- to 4-family and 5-or-
more-family) projects for which building
permits were issued or on which work was
started during the first 3 months of 1954,
1955, and 1956 in the 63 areas. The ap-
proximate size of the sample in each
survey was as follows:

Percent
Number of private
Number of dwelling dwelling

of projects  units units*®
First quarter: 1954.... 5,000 30, 000 13
1955... 6,000 37,000 13
19%.... 5,600 28, 500 12

* Computed from number of new private dwelling units
shown in table 8.

Survey Method. The surveys were con-
ducted in the spring and summer of each
survey year by field agents of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics who interviewed
owners or builders or their representa-
tives, usually at the site of the new
housing, The field agents were trained
and supervised by construction analysts
in the Bureau's regional offices, who, in
turn, had attended a training session in
Washington, D. C., conducted by the staff
of the Bureau's Division of Construction
Statistics.
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The questionnaires used in the inter-
views were developed in the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. In the course of devel-
opment, these schedules were reviewed
by technical experts in the construction
and building materials and equipment
industry and were tested in preliminary
field trials.

The completed schedules submitted
by the field agents were reviewed in the
regional offices under the immediate di-
rection of the regional construction
analysts. Regional operations at this
stage permitted prompt correction of
schedules in the field by referral back
to builders, whenever inconsistencies or
omissions were detected., The schedules
were then transmitted to Washington
where they were thoroughly edited before
the data were coded and tabulated. This
editing occasionally resulted in further
field checks when inconsistencies between
regions were detected.

Estimating Method. Characteristics data
for each project were weighted by means
of a series of ratios which were related
to the sampling rate utilized in each stage
of the design. The weighted sample es-
timates of characteristics for each of the
primary strata (metropolitan and nonmet-
ropolitan areas in each of the four re-
gions) were adjusted to the more complete
estimate of privately owned nonfarm
dwelling units started in that stratum
during the first 3 months of the respec-
tive survey years before they were com-
bined into larger aggregates.

Reliability of the Estimates. Because the
estimates are based on sample data, they
are subject to sampling variability. The
approximate sampling variability of spec-
ified estimated percentages for the entire
United States and for each of the four
regions is as follows:

Sampling variability for--

United
States,
Estimated all North-  North )
percentage  regions east Central South West
0.7 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.8
1.0 1.8 1.7 1.8 2.5
1.6 2.8 2.6 2.7 3.9
2.1 3.8 3.6 3.7 5.4
3.3 5.9 5.5 5.7 8.2
3.6 6.4 6.0 6.2 8.9

19

These estimates of variability are based
on results of the 1954 survey. However,
the sampling variability for the 1955 and
1956 studies would differ little from that
of the 1954 survey, since the sample areas
and the survey methods were the same in
all years.

The reliability figures should be in-
terpreted as follows: The chances are
approximately 19 out of 20 that the results
of a complete count would not differ from
the sample results by more than the per-
centage shown (twice the standard error).
For example, if the proportion of dwelling
units in the United States having a given
characteristic (e. g., basements) has been
estimated at 50 percent, the chances are
19 out of 20 that the true figure is between
46.4 and 53.6 percent. Since data are
presented for a number of different char-
acteristics, the variability of which is not
identical, the figures above must be in-
terpreted as an approximation only, for
any single estimate.

In general, the reliability of an
estimated percentage depends not only on
the size of the percentage but also the
size of the total on which it is based.
The reliability figures in the above table
apply to estimates based on the total
number of dwelling units started in the
specified regions, Estimated percentages,
based on smaller components, such as the
dwelling units within a single selling price
class, will be subject to a somewhat
greater error. If the component makes
up one-half, one-fourth, or one-tenth of
the total, the factor by which the appro-
priate variability figure should be in-
creased is roughiy 1.4, 2.0, and 3,2,
respectively.

In addition to sampling variability,
the data are subject to biases owing to
errors of response and nonreporting.
Factors affecting accuracy of reporting
are the respondent's knowledge of the
facts and the interviewer's ability to
obtain and classify the information cor-
rectly, The possible effect of such biases
is not included in the measures of reli-
ability shown above, but the influence of
such errors is minimized insofar as pos-~
sible by the design of the questionnaires
and the training and supervision of the
field agents.
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Surveys Based on FHA Records

The data representing 1940 and 1950
in this bulletin are from studies which
were undertaken in periods of impending
wartime shortages of materials to obtain
information on the national consumption
of various materials in new home con-
struction. The data, published in a
Housing and Home Finance Agency mono-
graph,*® were compiled from records in
Federal Housing Administration field of-
fices for new single-family detached
houses processed for mortgage insurance
by the FHA under Title II, Section 203,
of the National Housing Act. '

Data for 1950, For the 1950 survey of
materials used in new houses, a stratified
sample was developed to represent all
geographic regions of the country. From
records in 50 FHA field offices selected
in accordance with the sampling plan, data
were obtained on 5,530 of the approxi-
mately 201,000 single-family detached
houses for which FHA commitments to
insure the mortgage were issued in the
first half of 1950,

The sample for each region was
weighted so that the weighted number of
cases in each region bore the same ratio
to the total as the number of private non-
farm dwelling units for that region were
to the United States nonfarm total in the
first half of 1950, as estimated by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics., To take into
account certain differences between
houses with FHA-insured loans and other
houses, the weighted FHA figures were
adjusted on the basis of a BLS study of
the characteristics of new homes in 15
metropolitan areas in 1949.%' The ad-
justments were primarily in the number

40 The Materials Use Survey--A Stmdy of the Nation-
al and Regional Characteristics of One-Family Dwellings
Built in the United States in the First-Half of 1950,
Housing and Home Finance Agency, Office of the Admin-
istrator, Division of Housing Reseatch, March 1953.

41 New Housing in Metropolitan Areas, 1949-51
(BLS Bull. 1115).

of stories and the square feet of livable
floor space, with related adjustments in
the number of rooms, bedrooms, and
bathrooms. It was recognized that FHA
standards, or the practices of builders
who customarily built under the FHA pro-
gram, possibly resulted in a greater or
lesser use of certain materials than was
true in respect to houses which were con-
ventionally financed. However, there was
no ready way' either of ascertaining the
possible biases that may have remained,
after adjustment, or of eliminating them.

Comparative Data for Prewar Period. In
order to afford some basis of comparison
between pre- and post-World War II
houses, the Housing and Home Finance
Agency monograph included data based on
a report made by the Federal Housing
Administration in 1941.42 This study was
based on Cost Engineers' Case Analysis
Summaries providing a sample of 12, 144
new houses from 43 FHA insuring offices,
which were used as a basis for obtaining
a representative sample for the country
as a whole. Of the 43 summaries used,
11 were prepared in 1941, 6 in 1940, 10
in 1939, 15 in 1938, and 1 in 1937, With

reference to this study, the Federal Hous-
ing Administration stated, "While no claim
is made that the report was based upon
scientifically planned sampling, the
samples used were sufficiently accurate
to afford a reliable indication of the type
of housing built in the United States im-
mediately before the war,"

Unlike the 1950 data, the figures
representing 1940 were not adjusted to
reflect differences in the characteristics
of houses with FHA-insured loans and
other houses. However, these data are
believed to provide a basis for observing
the general changes in structural design
which occurred between 1940 and 1950,

42 Apalysis of Material Quantities Used in the Pro-
duction of 1,000 Single-Family Detached Houses Based
upon FHA Case Analysis Summaries-Pt. 1: Metals,
Federal Housing Administration, Technical Division,
June 1941
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Appendix B. Glossary 21

The following definitions were ob-
served in conducting the Bureau of Labor
Statistics surveys of housing characteris-
tics in 1954, 1955, and 1956 and apply
specifically to the terminology used in
compiling the tabulations of 1954-56 data
in appendix C. Where this terminology
appears to differ significantly from that
used in the surveys of the Housing and
Home Finance Agency for 1940 and 1950,
the lack of comparability is noted in the
tabulations.

Metropolitan Area. The 168 Standard
Metropolitan Areas as defined in the 1950
Census. Except in New England, a stand-
ard metropolitan area is defined in this
census as a county or group of contiguous
counties which contains at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more. Contigu-
ous counties to the one containing such a
city are included in a standard metropoli-
tan area if according to certain criteria
they are essentially metropolitan in char-
acter and socially and economically inte-
grated with the central city.

In New England, where the city and
town are administratively more important
than the county, they were the units used
in defining standard metropolitan areas.

Dwelling Unit. A room, or group of
rooms, intended as separate living quar-
ters for a housekeeping unit and contain-
ing permanent cooking facilities, i.e., the
minimum built-in facilities essential to
housekeeping.

One-Family House. A dwelling unit for
one family which has a separate entrance
from the outside; an individual heating
plant; separating walls which reach from
the ground to the roof; and which can be
sold independently of nearby or adjoining
units. It may be detached, semidetached
or one of a row. \
Detached House., None of the four

outer walls attached to any other struc-
ture.

Semidetached House. Standing side by
side with another house to which it is
joined by a common wall which rises
from the ground to the roof.

Row House, Standing in a row with
two or more other houses and having
a common wall or walls which rise
from the ground to the roof.

Two~-to-Four Family Structure. One
building containing any combination of 2,
3, or 4 dwelling units (i.e., arranged side
by side, one above the other, or in any
other manner), with some common facil-
ities such as entrance, heating plant, or
basement. In addition, one unit cannot be
sold separately from the others.

Five-or-More-Family Structure. One
building (with or without commercial space
for stores or offices) containing five or
more dwelling units, with some common
facilities such as entrance, heating plant,
or garage.

Selling Price, One-Family Houses. For
houses built for sale, the price at which
the houses would be advertised for sale
or the actual selling price of houses al-
ready sold. For houses not to be offered
for sale (i.e., retained by the owner for
his own occupancy or for investment as
rental housing), the price which the owner
would set for the house if it were to be
advertised for sale.

Story. A room, or group of rooms, on
one level (above the basement), which pro-
vides livable floor space; has finished
floors, ceilings, and walls; suitable ven-
tilation and light via windows; and ceiling
at full height above floor. A finished attic
suitable for living purposes is counted as
a half story; an unfinished attic that could
be finished for 1living purposes is not
counted as livable space, nor is an attic
suitable only for storage.
One-Story. Living space all on one
floor.
Split-Level. Living space on 2 or
more levels with each level separated
from its adjacent levels by less than
a full story but by more than 1 or 2
steps (e.g., a sunken living room).
Other. Predominantly houses with 14
or 2 stories. In a l‘k-story house,
the living space is primarily on the
first floor with considerably less space
on the second floor or in a finished
attic; outside walls are not of full
height for 2 complete stories. In a
2-story house, the living space is di-
vided almost equally between the 2
floors and the outside walls are con~
tinuous for full height of 2 complete
stories, All multistory houses have
pPermanent, finished stairways to the
upper floors.
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Basement. The portion of a house below
the first or ground floor. Excavations
which provide less than 5 feet of head
room, or garage space only, are not
counted as basements, No distinction
was made between houses with full or
partial basements in the 1955 and 1956
surveys.

Houses without basements may be
built on a concrete sglab, i.e., without
space between the ground and the slab on
which the house is built; or with crawl
space, i.e., space between the ground
and the underside of the first floor. A
house with crawl space may have a con-
tinuous foundation extending the entire
perimeter of the house or it may be built

on a '"pillar" foundation.
A room, usually on the

Utility Room.
grounVa fIo6r, containing such items as

furnace or other heating equipment, water
heater, laundry tubs or trays, washing
machine, clothes dryer, etc. Small
areas designed to have only heating or
hot water equipment are not counted as
utility rooms.

logr Area. In l-family houses, the
floor afea (in square feet) is measured
to the outside surfaces of the walls and
consists of all finished space (includin
halls, closets, laundry, and utility rooms
with a height of 5 or more feet on all
floors above the basement level. Garages
or carports; unfinished attic space; open
or screened porches; and recreation (fin-
ished or unfinished), storage, laundry,

and utility rooms in the basement are ex-

cluded in the measurement of floor area.
For units in multifamily structures, the
floor area includes all space listed above
except vestibules, halls, corridors, stair-
wells, and elevator wells which are com-
mon to two or more dwelling units.

Bedroom. Only rooms specifically de-
signed for sleeping purposes. Libraries,
dens, dressing rooms, or alcoves are ex-—
cluded even though at times they might
be used for sleeping purposes.

‘Bathroom. A complete bathroom contains
at least three fixtures: toilet, lavatory
(washbasin), and bathtub or shower stall,
A partial bathroom contains only two of
the preceding fixtures, e.g., toilet and
lavatory.

Fireplace. The determining factor in
counting fireplaces was the number of
chimneys: 2 fireplaces served by 1 chim-
ney were counted as 1 fireplace; a house
aaving more than 1 fireplace served by
separate chimneys was counted as having
2 or more fireplaces.

Garage or Carport. A shelter for auto-
moFifés which may be either attached to
the house or a separate building,. A ga-
rage is a completely enclosed structure;
a carport may consist only of a roof sup-
ported by posts or pillars or may be par-
tially walled,

Roofing. A variety of materials may be
applied-over the roof sheathing and roof-
ing felt to form the roof surface, for ex-
ample: shingles, which are thin pieces
of wood, slate, asbestos, or asphalt com-
position fastened to the roof so that the
courses overlap; tar, topped with fine
gravel, stone chips, or coarse sand, ap-
plied to flat or low-pitched roofs and re-
ferred to as built-up roofs; and other ma~
terials such as tile, composition roll, or
metal (i.e., galvanized steel and sheet
aluminum) roofing.

Rain-Carrying Equipment. Consists of
gutters, downspouts, and necessary at-
tachments, made of metal, wood, or plas~
tic. The gutter is a trough attached to
the edge of the roof to catch and carry
rain water to the downspout. The latter
is a pipe attached to the side of the house
to carry water from the gutter to the
grovad or drain.

Exterior Wall Construction, Exterior

walls are classified first, by type of basic
construction, and, then, according to
facing material.

Basic _Construction:

Masonr§. A wall supporting the floors
and roof and consisting of units such
as brick, stone, concrete block, cin-
der block, structural tile, etc., laid
with mortar.

Frame. A wall of vertical wooden
members (studs) supporting the floors
and roof, the studs usually connected
by an outer sheathing of wooden boards,
plywood, or other material, which
serves as bracing to the structure and
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provides a solid surface to which the
outer facing material can be attached.
Other. Walls constructed of materials
other than masonry or wooden studs as
described above. These may be steel
frame panels, poured concrete, a
combination of metal and lumber,
sheathing panels with supplementary
frame members, or concrete rein-
forced with steel (referred to as "cur-
tain walls'" when used with facing of
non-load-bearing panels).

Facing Material:

Digitized for FRASER
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Brick. A brick wall may consist en-
tirely of bricks; an outer facing of
bricks backed up by some other ma-
sonry material such as concrete block,
cinder block, or structural tile; or
Ybrick veneer," a single brick layer
over a framework of studs and sheath-
ing.

Concrete Block Usually concrete block
walls with no other backup materials;
the blocks may be treated with paint, a
waterproof material, or glazed with a
facing of thermosetting plastic.
Stucco. A cement plaster applied di-
rectly to a masonry wall, or over lath
or some other backing material (such
as wire mesh) to a frame wall. The
surface may be smooth or textured.
Wood. Wooden clapboards, abutted
boards, shingles, etc.

Brick and Wood, Some walls faced
with brick and others with wood, or
the lower part of house faced with
brick and upper part with wood, with
the two types of materials about equal-
ly divided.

Asbestos Shingle., Of asbestos or as-
bestos cement--hard and brittle, as
distinguished from composition ' mate-
rials (see 'other' below).

Other, Cut stone, field stone, arti-
ficial stone, structural tile, etc.; com-—
position (soft pliable materials such as
tar paper, asphalt siding and shingles,
imitation brick and shingle, etc.); met-
al (galvanized steel, aluminum, or any
other metal); plastic (reinforced poly-
ester); or any combination of two or
more materials except brick and wood.
Also includes sandwich panels which
may be used with some backup mate-
rial or as an integral unit. Such panels
consist of a lamination of a central
core material (wood, plastic, rubber,

org/
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resin impregnated paper, glass fiber,
or corrugated metal) between two fac-
ings, usually of strong rigid materials
such as metal, wood, or plastic.

Sheathing. Wooden boards or other ma-
terial (see also gypsum, fiberboard, and
insulation) fastened to the studs or rafters
to serve as bracing and as a foundation

to which an outer surface of the walls or
roof may be attached.

Insulation. Materials applied to the walls,
ceiling or roof, or, in buildings without
basements, under the first floor, to pro-
tect against the passage of heat and to
control moisture condensation, Wall in-
sulation is applied between the interior
and exterior wall facings; ceiling or roof
insulation is applied over the ceiling of
finished portions of t house or to the
underside of the rooff and perimeter in-
sulation is used in basementless houses.
Insulation is made of fibrous materials,
such as mineral wool, glass fiber, anc
vegetable or animal fiber; reflective met-
als, such as aluminum foil; vermiculite
ore; or plastic foam., The materials,
singly or in combination, are marketed
in a variety of forms--loose; in blankets,
batts, rolls, or blocks; or in fiberboard
which has some structural strength (see
fiberboard).

Plaster. Basically a composition of
calcine gypsum, quicklime, or hydrated
lime, and sand, mixed with water into
a kind of paste, which is applied to
laths or masonry as a coating for walls
and ceilings and which hardens on dry-
ing. Hair or fiber may be added to
act as a binder, and light-weight ag-
gregates may be substituted for sand
in the mixture.
Lath, A base fastened to studs, fur-
ring strips, or joists to support plas-
ter, tiles, etc. Lath may be thin
strips of wood, extruded or expanded
metal sheets, or gypsum board (see
B Well. s

. eets or panels of rigid
materials ordinarily fastened direc%ly
to the studs or furring strips.

Gypsum. Gypsum rock, obtained by min-
ing and quarrying, is the base for a va-
riety of wall materials, including plaster.
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Gypsum board (wallboard for dry-wall in-
teriors, plasterboard or lath, and sheath-
ing) is composed of the same materials
as plaster except that a larger percent-
age of fill material (such as sawdust, fi-
brous materials, or cork) is added to give
structural properties. The gypsum core
for the wallboard is encased in a tough,
protective layer of paper that either serves
as a finished surface after installation, or
can be painted, enameled, or covered
with wallpaper or vinyl plastic. Lath or
plasterboard, which is used as a base for
plaster in interior finish, differs from
wallboard in the type of paper used to
encase the finished product. Gypsum
sheathing is encased in a fibrous cover-
ing, the outer surface and ends of which
are made moisture proof.

Plywood. ©Panels or other assemblies
that are usually made up of layers of
wood veneer bound together by an adhe-
sive. Plywood is used in construction
principally for sheathing, subflooring,
wall paneling and partitions, doors, and
cabinets, in the construction of concrete
forms, and for siding.

Fiberboard., Sheets of rigid material,
which may be as large as 4 by 12 feet,
manufactured under a variety of proces-
ses, from numerous fibers ranging from
sugar cane to any kind of waste softwood,
and marketed under many trade names.
The three main types are insulating, med-
ium hard, and hardboard. They are pre-
pared from similar formulations, and the
degree of hardness depends upon heat and
pressure. Hardboards are sufficiently
dense to be waterproof and are usually

1/8 or 3/16 of an inch thick; insulating.

boards are thicker.

Ceramic tile and other nonwood wall and
floor surfacing units. Surfacing units,
usually relatively thin in relation to fa-
cial area, made from a variety of mate-
rials, and attached to the walls, floors,
or countertops with cement or some other
mastic, sometimes in a design or pattern.
Ceramic tile, having either a glazed or
unglazed face, is made from clay or a
mixture of clay and other ceramic mate~
rials, which is fired to produce specific
characteristics. Among other materials
used for wall surfacing units are plastic,
metal, and porcelain enamel; and for

Paint.

floor surfacing units, asphalt, cork, rub-
ber, and vinyl plastic.

Paints and varnishes commonly
used for interiors may have a base of
linseed oil; latex with water as a thinner:
alkyd resins (a combination of soy bean
oil, glycerin, and other chemicals); or
some other material, such as casein,
shellac, or calcimine.

Floors. In most houses which are built
over a basement or crawl space, the
floors consist of a finish floor material
laid over a subfloor. The subfloor, or
underlayment, which is usually softwood
boards or plywood, is ordinarily nailed
to the floor joists to form the base for a
variety of finish materials, In houses
which are built on a concrete slab, no
subflooring is used, and the finish floor
may be attached directly to the concrete
slab with mastic or may be nailed to
"screeds'" or nailing strips attached to
the concrete slab with mastic. Hard-
wood, various kinds of tile, and linoleum
are commonly used as the finish-floor
surfaces, with different materials some-
times being used in individual rooms of a
house. In some houses for which no fin-
ish floor was reported, wall-to~-wall car-
peting was to be installed in some rooms.

Heating. Heating facilities permanently
installed as an integral part of the house
may be classified according to the heat-
ing medium and method of heat distribu-
tion as follows:
Boiler Systems (Hot Water or Steam).
Water is heated or steam generated
in a centrally located boiler from
which it is piped to various parts of
the house and is released via radia-
tors, convectors, baseboard heating
units, or radiant panels (closely laid
pipes running through sections of
floors, walls, or ceilings).
Warm-Air Furnace. Air is heated at
a central location and is circulated
(usually by the action of a blower or
fan) through the house via a system
of ducts. Warm-air furnaces are also
differentiated according to the direc-
tion the warm air is forced as deter-
mined by whether the fan or blower
is below (up-flow), above (down-flow),
or beside (horizontal-flow) the burner
unit.
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Space Heater (Wall Heater or Floor
Furnace). Air is warmed by a heater
recessed in or attached to a wall or
installed under the floor (usually in
the crawl space). The unit may have
a fan for air circulation, but there
are no ducts for distributing the air
through the house., (NOTE: In the
BLS surveys, stoves and other types
of heater s which were not perma-
nently installed and included in the
selling price of the house were not
reported.)

Water Heater. Tank (or storage-type)
heaters for the domestic water supply
may include in one unit an insulated stor-
age tank, a combustion chamber, flues,
burner equipment and controls, or may
consist of a separate storage tank and an
external direct-fired water heater (side-
arm heater). In a tankless system, the
hot water may be supplied in connection
with a boiler heating system or by a di-
rect-fired (instantaneous) heater.

Air Conditioning, Treatment of air so
as to control simultaneously its temper-
ature, humidity, cleanliness, and distri-
bution to meet the requirements of the
conditioned space.
Full-Home Air Conditioner. A unit
with the capacity to serve the entire
house, with air or cooled water cir-
culated to various parts of the house
through ducts or pipes. The cooling
system may be combined in a single
heating-cooling unit with the same cas-
ing, blower or circulator, and duct-
work or pipes used for both heating
and cooling, or it may be separate
from the heating system.
Room Air Conditioner. A unit with
capacity to meet the requirements of
a limited area in which it is installed,
with no connections to a duct or pipe
system.

Electrical Service and Wiring:
Service Entrance. The conductors and
equipment for delivering energy from
the electrical supply system to the
wiring system of the building served.
This includes the wires which extend
from the street main or transformer
to the service equipment and its ac-
cessories, i.e., protective devices
--—usually consisting of fuses or a cir-
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cuit breaker or switch intended to con-
stitute the main control and means of
cutoff for the supply to the building.

Rough-in Wiring, Electrical current
is carrie rom the service entrance
to other parts of the building by in-
sulated wires or conductors which may
be differentiated according to the type
of materials in which they are encased,
for example: armored cable (encased
in steel armor); thermoplastic sheathed
cable; other nonmetallic sheathed cable
(covered with heavy paper and a strong
braid). The insulated wires may also
pass through a metal tubing or other
raceway, referred to as wire in con-
duit, or be mounted without an outer

covering by means of insulators, e.g.,
knob and tube.

Switch, Any device by which an elec-
tric circuit may be opened or closed.
A snap switch is the conventional line-
voltage type which makes or breaks a
circuit by the action of a spring. A
mercury switch, also a line-voltage
type, is made by placing a large glob-
ule of mercury in a metal or glass
tube having electrodes arranged in
such a way that tilting the tube will
cause the mercury to move and make
or break the circuit.

Convenience OQutlet or Receptacle. A
contact device installed at an outlet
(the point on an electrical wiring sys-
tem at which current is taken) for the
connection of a portable lamp or ap-
pliance by means of a plug and flexi-
ble cord. A duplex receptacle contains
2 convenience outlets and a triplex re-
ceptacle, 3 outlets. .. A rhultiple outlet
assembly may be either a surface
raceway with built-in outlets at regu-
lar intervals or an 'electrostrip,' a
surface raceway which permits con-
nection of an appliance at any point.
Special purpose receptacles include
weatherproof outlets with protective
caps; locking-type outlets to prevent
plugs from becoming accidentally de-
tached; and heavy-duty outlets designed
to serve ranges, clothes dryers,
power tools, etc.

Volt. The practical unit of electro-
motive force. Two wires extending
from the street to the service entrance
usually deliver a maximum of 110 to
120 volts to the wiring system; 3 wires,
220 to 240 volts,
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Ampere. A unit used to describe the
current-carrying capacity of the serv-
ice; the amount of current flowing
under an electromotive force (poten-
tial difference) of 1 volt and a resist-
ance of 1 ohm,

Kitchen Cabinet. A built-in storage unit
which may consist of a cabinet or section
of a cabinet having (1) a single door, (2)
a single set of double doors, (3) a set of
drawers vertically arranged, or (4) a
vertical combination of doors (single or
double) and drawers. Cabinets may be
classified according to location in the
kitchen as base cabinets, which rest on
the floor and may extend from the floor
to the ceiling but ordinarily are of
"counter" height; wall cabinets, which are
fastened to the wall; and undersink cabi-
nets. Appliances such as counter-top
ranges, eye-level ovens, dishwashers,
and refrigerators may be built in the
kitchen as part of the counter and cabinet
arrangement.

Garbage Disposer. An electrically oper-
ated unit installed under a sink, consisting
of a grinding device through which garbage
passes before being washed down a drain
connected with the sewer line.

Incinerator. A waste burner which re-
duces all combustibles (rubbish as well
as garbage) to a fine ash.

Window, Various types of windows are
distinguished by the arrangement of the
sash, i.e., the light wooden or metal
frames into which one or more panes of
glass are fastened to fit in a window.
Types most commonly used in residential

building include:
Double Hung, Two sashes, one over
the other, goth movable. Sash may be

secured by sash cords and weights or
by spring devices; or may slide up and
down on tracks (vertical slide windows)
which hold sash in place.
Casement. Sash hinged on side to
swing like a door.

Horizontal Slide. Sash slides horizon-
tally on tracks which hold sash in
place.

Picture. Large fixed windows; may
be combined with various types of
movable sash (flankers),

Awning. Two or more top-hinged
sashes arranged in a vertical series
and operated by one or more control
devices which swing the bottom edge
of the sash outward.

Projected. Combination of fixed and
movable sashes; the movable sash may
be hinged at the top or bottom and
swing inward or outward in various
arrangements.

Jalousie. Vertical series of overlap-
ping heavy glass louvers which are
fastened to frame at ends and operate
similar to venetian blinds.

Basement Type. Usually consists of
a single sash, hinged or pivoted, with
maximum size of 23 by 33 inches.
May be used elsewhere in house (e.g.,
in utility, storage, or bathrooms) as
well as in basement.

Storm Window, Supplemental, glazed
sash installed in windows for insulation
and to control condensation of moisture
on windows,

Window Screen, A frame of wood or met-
al in which is stretched a meshed fabric
made of wire or plastic, placed in the
window frame to keep out insects when
the window is opened. Doorways may be
similarly screened.
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Appendix C. Tables 27
NOTE: Data in all tables are for selected periods
of each year as indicated in appendix A.
Table 1.--New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, 1940, 1950, 1954, 1955, and by selling-price class, 1956

1956, by proposed selling-price class )
c stics 1940 | 1950| 1951|1985 | A11 Less ‘7%200 ;200 ‘12;'200 ‘15%200 322‘,“000
_ ] __|ces $1,0001 85,999 911,999 81, 9991 419,995|_over

Average floor area (sq. ft.) .| 1,177 983]1,140]1,170| 1,230 7 9 1,030] 1,120] 1,330] 1,

Percent sﬁ_i.ﬁtion of houses acco apec:m!acteristics

GENERAL PLAN AND SIZE

TYPE OF HOUSE eccccesscocscscse (1) (1) * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Demh“ [ XXX XREXR SN RN R AN RSN X ] (1) (1) * * 97 m 89 98 99 99 99
Semidetached ceseccecssccsccssne (1) (1) * * 1 (2) (2) 1 1 (2) 1
ROM eeoecoocesssesvesccscsssoce {1) 1) * * 1 (2) 10 1 (2) 1 (2)
®00s0sssccsceccnscnccee 3 (3 * * 1 (2) 1 (2) (2 (2) (2)
NUMBER OF STORIES eeecesccecsee] 100 | 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 StOXY esvcessccccvcsscencences 67 86 * * 87 % 86 95 93 89 Th
Split 1evel cececccsccsssccocee * * * * 6 (2) (2) 2 2 8 17
Oher scesvecsssccscccscsccssse 33 1 * * 3 N k1)) 3 L 3 9
UNKnoWn eeeeccncecocseccssscrse {3) (3) * * 1 (2) (2) (2) 1l (2) (2)
FLOOR AREA (SQs FT.) cecococsee * » J00| 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Less than 800 cececceececsccces * * 18 7 5 5’4 ]5 6 2 ) (2)
800 t0 999 sescsesccsen * » 20 22 17 31 37 Lo 21 s (2)
1,000 to 1,199 .. * »* 2y 30 3 7 L 42 45 28 9
1,500 to 1,799 .. »* * 10 7 10 () 2 1 3 16 28
1,800 and over .. * | = 7 5 § @ (2 (2) 1 A 39
Unknown eceecescesccsce » * 2 3 2 1 (2) 1 (2) 1 1
NUMBER OF BEDROOMS +..6 * 100 100| 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 bedrocms or 1e8s ... * 661 3| 23 21 h L3 33 19 10 8
3 bedroams cecevcscsccsescsscse »* 33 58 68 70 2’.‘ 55 67 Yii 80 n
ll bedrooms Or MOT'e seecscessccse * 1l 5 6 8 2 {2) (2) h 9 20
Unknown eeeececeveccccscsscocee * 3) 3 3 1 (2) 2 (2) (2) 1 1
NUMBER OF BATHROOMS sceecsscene 100 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathroom seecsecescecscscecsse 80 92 * * h9 72 96 82 63 29 9
1 complete, 1 partial bathroom, 12 L * » 20 (2) 2 9 23 32 2}
2 complete bathrooms eceesessss 7 3 * 2 (2 2 9 w 35 37
More than 2 complete bathrooms, 1 1 * * 7 (2) (2) (2) (2) n 30
No bathroom secscccccscscescose »* * * * 1 25 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
Unknown eeeccescsssssccosscecee| (3) [ (3) * * 2 2 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
msmT 0000000000080 000000000 m 1w lw 1w m 100 lw 1w lm m 1w
Full or partial basement eeseesl 69| 39| U1} L2 L3 6 15 2l 2 sy 6l
No basement sececcocescccecccee n 61 58 55 55 93 85 75 57 h6 36
On 81lab cecosesscsccssscsscssse {2) h » 16 16 9 32 28 17 10 7
With crawl 8pace eeescecssess| 31| 57 39 39 8L 53 47 ko 36 29
Unknown eeeessssssescsscesceccse] (3) | (3) 1 3 2 1 (2) 1 1 (2) (2)
UTILITY ROOM ceeesccccccccocsoe * 100 * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With “tinty TOOM cecceceneseee * 20 * 33 37 9 39 50 37 35 hl
No basement seecececcsccccses * 20 * 27 30 9 38 hﬁ 32 27 2!‘
With basement cececcecsccscse »* * * 6 7 (2) 1 2 5 8 17
No utility TOOm sececccccccscce * 8o * al 58 90 57 h9 59 62 53
Unknown cececcsccsecscccsscccoce * (3 a* 3 5 1 h 1 h 3 6
GARAGE‘FACIHTIE escssecssssse| 100 | 100 » * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
0arage  cececcvecss ces 80 | = » S0 8 2 35 h2 62 81
Carport only seceee (2 [ * * 17 i 25 26 23 10 8
No garage or carport 20| 53] =« ™ 31 77 51 38 34 28 11
UnKnown eecseecsescsvcsces {3} {3 * * 2 1 (2} 1 1 (2) (2)
FIREPLACE cocecscssccscsccencce 100 | 100 * 100 100 100 100 100 100! 100 100
1 ﬁ.rephce Iy 62 22 »* 27 32 h 3 13 20 M 68
2 fireplaces or more * 3 3 (2) (2) {2) (2) 2 10
No ﬁrephce essses 38 78 * 66 63 96 97 83 80| 53 19
Unknown ceeescossecasssvsccscce (3) (3) * L 2 (2) (2) L (2) 1 3

Ses footnotes on page 32.
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Table 1. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, 1940, 1950, 1954, 1955,
ond by selling-price class, 1956--Continved

1956, by proposed selling-price class
Characteristics 1940 | 1950 | 1954|1955 | A11 | Less |¥7,0001$10,000] §12,0001415,000) $20,000
prices| $7,000($9,999|$11,599| $14, 999 |$15,999| _over
Percent distribution of houses according to specified characteristics
WALLS, FLOCRS, ROOFING, INSULATION, AND RAINCARRYING EQUIPMENT
EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION .6 100| 100| 100| 100 100 100 1001, 100 100 100 100
Mﬂsomy Xy 1 1 13 20 16 n 20 19 ]J.l ]J.L 23
Brick 7 coeescescecs .o 10 6 9 15 12 2 16 7 10 n 22
Other MASONYY esesccecsccrce 1 S ,-l 5 h 9 h 7 l‘ 3 1
Frame ceceeccccccececsccsscoce 89 89 82 77 83 89 80 81 86 86 77
Brick fa.cing 0000000000000 20 12 20 18 26 1 8 19 29 3,4 31
Brick and wood £acing eeeeee 8 7 2 2 6 7 8 11
Wood fadng e0s0csssssscnsee 1‘3 ‘-‘3 31 29 2,4 52 38 29 26 15 18
Asbestos shingle facing eeee L 21 1 8 9 30 2 8 3 1
StUCCO ssesecsccosssossncese 15 1n 12 m lh 1 3 8 15 2’.} ]J.;
Other facing ececsccsccncsee i 2 3 3 5 6 1 2 2
A1l other construction eseceeese * * 3 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
UnKNnOWn seceecsscecscssssssssse 3) (3) 2 2 1 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) )
SHEATHING (FRAME HOUSES ONLY)‘. 100| 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Sheathed 00000000 c0ss0c0vscne 69 80 * * 83 98 % 91 8,4 75 8’.}
mod ph!lk [ FE RN N AN SRR NN EN ] h9 ho * * 31 76 61 m 28 18 2h
mOd 00000006 g00000000000 1l h »* »* 7 (2) 1 11 12 h 9
Insulation board’scececescee 1'4 23 * * 32 10 lh 25 33 he 39
Wpaum board ecececscsccvecee 5 12 * * 9 5 ik} 1n 8 9 10
Other secsescsccscssccsssces ‘2) 1 * * L 7 6 h 3 2 2
Unsheatheda ®esesccsscecsscece 3 20 * * 17 2 5 9 16 25 16
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION .6 100 | 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster cecescecscecescosecsee 90 50 * * ,-‘h 5 ]-h 27 ho 59 62
S6| k9| x| =« ko L 13 26 36 5l 56
On metal or wood lath . 34 1] = »* N 1 1 1 b 5 6
Dry vall sesecsscececece 0 50| #| » 55 b 86 73 60 ko 38
»* L8 # # 48 72 76 5L 35 35
* 21 =« * 7 22 10 13 6 5 3
3) (8] * * 1l 1 (2) (2) (2) 1 (2)
* 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
" 3 * » 23 16 30 12 22 23 23
Ceramic tile seceoccssscccce * 3 »* * 13 3 5 2 15 15 17
Plastic tile eececcccsccccce * * * * 7 11 13 7 6 5
Other tile ceeceescscecsccce * (2) * * 3 2 12 3 (2) 1 1
No tiling ®0sccsscecesscsococe * 97 * #* 7’-‘ 811 68 87 76 7h 7’4
UNKNOWN sesessecceccesccscsscce »* (3) * #* 3 () 2 1 2 3 3
BATHROOM WALL FINTSH® %..... * 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With partial t11ing eeses cocoe * 39| = * 77 33 67 71 77 80 93
Ceramic tile@ eevescecec seone * 35 * * 55 7 zh hl 53 63 8’4
Plastic tile cicvvcvcocssnne * * * * 22 26 ,43 30 17 9
Other tile coecuvscsssnsonee * bl =1 = * * * * * * *
Iinoleum secevcccsccscccccccee * ll * * 1 16 (2) 1 (2) () ()
Palnted sescecesvecscscccsscce * 5 * * 16 26 16 20 18 16 5
Other eecesscesscssscsscscccne * 7 * * 3 15 15 8 L 1
Unknown eeececcssscessccccsces * 3) * * 1 10 2 (2) 1 1 1
BATHRO(M FLOOR COVERING'® ... | 200| 200| # | #| 1200 100 100 100 1200| 100 1200
With £11ing eevovscscs srcncone 58| ST * S7 20 N L9 57 61 74
Ceramic t11€ seveevesvecocces 58 29| = * 38 3 23 18 36 hs 63
Asphalt tile coceces sosocnee (2) 28 * # lh 12 18 27 18 10 3
Rubber tile cesecsse s0socesne * a* * * 5 5 3 h 3 6 8
1inoleum esesecscsccesccsccsccse h2 ho #* * 28 )-‘)4 33 35 31 27 13
Other ceeesccscsscsccscccccace (2) 3 * * 13 29 23 1, 1 1 12
Unknown eececscocosscsssocscee 3 3) * * 2 7 (2) 2 1 1 1

See fooﬁwtes on page 32.
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Table 1. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, 1940, 1950, 1954, 1955,
and by selling-price class, 1956.-Continued
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1956, by proposed selling-price class
Characteristics 1940 | 1950| 195kL|1955 | ALl t::: 37;200 310%200 312;200 315;200 822:1200
prices| $7,000|$9,999] $11,999| $11,999|$19,999| _over
Percent distribution of houses according to specified characteristics
WALLS, FLOORS, ROOFING, INSULATION, AND RAIN-CARRYING EQUIPMENT--Continued

ROOFING greceeeerestescoecccree 100 | 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Shingles'! 83| 92| =« » 8y 65 87 82 86 8l 9
Asbestos o * # * * 7 10 12 10 b S 8
Asphalt . 47 82y % # 66 52 73 68 78 60 61
WoOd eceveccssescocsascsscocs 36 10| = #* n 2 2 kL b 19 22
B’lﬁ.lt’np 0080000000000 0000b00e S 6 * #* 1 3 1 11& 11 lh 6
Other ccesesscosssscsscsccsscee 12 2 3* * 3 29 2 3 2 2 3
UNKNOWN sesessscesccscssscssces (3) (3 * #* 2 3 {2) 1 1 (2) (2)

INSULATION: 12 PERCENT OF ALL

HOUSES WITH INSULATION IN:
CELIiNg eevecvesscosassvasceneesl 25| 83| = # 81 U 69 80 91 8L 90
Walls seecccesccoccscocecaccace 10 3k L * 33 8 21 3 34 31 52
Perimeter cececcecssccssssscces 3* 1 * * 5 1 2 7 7 h h
GUTTERS AND DOWNSFOUTS ceeasresf 100{ 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With gutters and downspouts ... 73| 68| * 67 17 Ls 50 7 N 81
Aluminum eececcccece * * * * 7 h 1 3 9 8 5
COpper esecssessygee ceoe 6 5/ = * 1 (2 (2) (2) {2) 1 2
Gal: zed steel ssssccecse 61 51 * * 53 12 30 hO 61 61 66
Wood esceesesesssessssssrne 6 11 3* * 6 1 ll 7 7 5 8
Other seccessececscscescecone (2) 1 3* * (2) (2) . (2) () (2) {2) (2)
No gutters or downspouts seeeee] 27| 32| #* 30 76 55 48 22 24 17
UnKNOWR esevessscscoscossscnsse {3) {3) +* 3* 3 7 (2) 2 1 1 2
WINDOWS, SCREENS, AND STORM WINDOWS

WINDOWS ABOVE BASEMENT, PRE-
DOMINANT FRAME MATERTAL ......e| 10035100; 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
wow '.......'............'..;. 91 69 63 57 57 88 57 53 59 53 w
Steel cevcscccecsccsccescsnseee 9 22 18 16 n 3 12 i/ ki 12 9
Alumtinum eecceecscecscsscssscse * 5 17 2, 29 9 an 33 27 33 30
UDnoOWN ceeeecscoscscsascscssee {3) {3} 2 3 3 (2) (2) (2) {2) 2 1
WINDOW SCREM§ essssssssencsssel 100! 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With Um esevsecesseceses 89 62 #* L 77 87 83 81 76 Th 72
AlumiTnim eeesecscsvcoceccscca 1 8 #* * 56 50 52 58 55 60 57
BYONZe scescecccscesssosscoes 27 12 * * 3 2 2 1 s 2 2
Copper sssssssseggectscacanae 10 c * * 6 1N 8 6 5 7 L
Galvanized steel'” e.sceeeses] 50| 36) = * 10 28 19 16 10 b 7
1 1 * * (2) 2 2 (2) (2) (2) 1
(3) (3) * #* 2 1 (2) (2) 1 1 1
NO 8CI'6enS eesevsssesscsccsssns 11 38 * * 23 13 17 19 2)4 26 28
m smms 0000000 0RRRLIIEIOGS lw 100 * 3 m 100 lw 100 lm m lm
With screens ss0e0000sessccse 89 L5 #* 3# 70 87 81 79 7 60 65
Aloinum seeeescvevececsccons 1 2 3* * h6 ,.;5 )40 ’.16 h? h? 51
mme 200000000000 CRLYOINIS 27 9 * * 3 2 2 1 5 2 2
COPPOX osevecssssssvesssccecne 10 2 * * L L 8 5 ,-l. h 2
Galvanized steel 3 sessssecse 50 31 * * 13 33 28 22 13 6 8
Other R oy 1 1 #* * 1 1 3 h 1 (2) 2
Unknown material eecessecccece (3) (3] * * 3 2 (2) 1 1 1 1
NO SCreens cesecsccossssssssece 11 Ss * * 30 13 19 21 29 hO 3’.}
STORM WINDOWS sesespscasscscees| 100} 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With storm 'Windowsl eseescscce 6 )-l * * 8 3 3 h 9 lh 8
No storm w:l.ndows“ ssscevtccans 9’4 96 #* 3* 92 97 97 96 91 86 92

See footnotes
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Table 1. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, 1940, 1950, 1954, 1955,
and by selling-price class, 1956--Continued

1956, by proposed selling=price class
Characteristics 1940 | 1950 | 195k |1955 | ALl | bese 37;300 Slq;'goo ngoo 315;200 szg;goo
prices| ¢7,000($9,999| $11,999| $11s,999$19,999| _over
Percent distribution of houses according to specified characteristics
HEATING FACILITIES AND FUEL
HEATING FACILITIES'® ,........] 100] 100] = | %] 100] 100] 100] _ 100]  100]  100] 1200
With heating facility seeeseses 98| 9h| = * 2t 55 92 96 98 99 100
Hot wateri? ss00cs00000000r0s0 22 13 * * 8 (2) 5 3 6 8 17
Warn=air furnace (ducts) eeee L2 L3 # * 73 10 ss 66 78 87
Warme-air space heater (no
ducts) ®00s0000000000000000 3)-1 38 3* * 13 hs 32 27 ]J-l» h 3
No heating facility installed . 2 6] =« % N k3 8 3 2 1 (2)
Unknown eeecesscossssscscscccsse (3) (3 * * 2 2 (3] 1 (2) (2) (2)
HEATING FUEL (HOUSES WITH
HEATING FACILITY INSTALLED) ... 100 100 #* #* 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
GAS eesececsecssscscscessscsses L7 6l * #* 72 81 85 76 75 76 67
ml 9000000000600 0008509000000000 B 33 * * 21 9 13 18 23 21 30
Electricity seccesecccscecesces (2) 1 * * 1 3 1l 1 1 1 2
Sond '........‘.v.....‘...'.." 38 2 * * (z) 5 (z) 1 ‘z) (z) ‘2)
Unknown eeecesesssscscceccescse (3) (3) * * ) 2 1 L 1 2 1
WATER HEATER seessocccececcscscs 3 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Tank type (storage capacity in
g&llm) 900000000 0s0s0000000 * 92 4 * 92 92 99 98 95 95 87
Less than 30 gallons seceeess| # 33 = * 4 L9 26 3 1 1 (2)
30 to 39 gallons eeeesccsccse 3 51 * * 37 u 57 60 37 33 18
hO to h9 gallons oy * 8 {* * 38 2 13 30 h6 ,.[5 l.ls
50 gallons and over seecscese * * * 12 (2) 3 S 1n 156 2h
Tankless ty'pe 88000000 ccssevste * 8 * * h (2) (2) 1 h 3 1
Un}mmzo ®eses0v0essesscrsccee * 3 * * '-l- 8 1 1 1 2 2
WATER~HEATER FUEL <eceesoccssse| 100} 100 #* * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
m 0000086800000 c00000000000s0 0 % 72 * * 76 77 81 81 77 79 72
mectﬁdty [ AR RN EREARNNE NN N NN ) 3 16 * * 16 m m ﬁ 17 w E
Other o 7 12 * 3 2 (2) 1 1 3 2 h
Um 0000608000800 000000000 (3) (’) * * 6 9 2 2 3 h 9
ELECTRICAL SERVICE
VOLTAGE eeveessococcccccscccene * #* #* * 100 100 100 200 100 100 100
110 to 120 volts (2 wire) eeees| # » * » 2} L9 35 22 29 21 n
220 to 21;0 volts (3 “ire) esssee # +* * * 71‘ h? 65 77 71 79 89
UNKNOWN ecsecsccscaccscscescece * * »* 2 b 1 (2) (2) (2)
AMPERAGE ¢ecevsescccscccccccscs #* #* #* * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Leas than 60 amperes esecescees| 3 # * #* 3 22 7 3 2 1l 1
60 to 7h anperesS seeccicccssooe ¥* * * a* 20 33 ’-‘1 15 2’-‘ 21 9
75 to 99 amperes seeeccscccscee # 4 * * 9 12 lh 15 6 (2) 1
100 t0 129 amperes sesescseccee 3* * * 3 59 17 3k S7 60 70 70
130 amperes and OVer ecessccssee * #* #* * h 1 1 3 2 h 6
Unh)m GOOOPOPPOSOLSIPIIOEINISIOOIOIIGIE /*‘ * * * 5 E 3 7 6 h 3
PROTECTIVE DEVICES escoscvccces * 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Circuit breakers secccscccccccce * 17 * * 67 59 7h 56 72 69 67
FuSeS seececssscecscsessscccsce 3* 23 * * 28 29 24 hz 21‘ 29 30
Unknown eececccessscsassscccsce * 3 * 3 5 12 2 2 3 2 3
ROUGHIN WIRING seecocccscccsce 100 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Armored cable ceecscececcccccce 30 19 * * 15 20 19 9 15 15 20
Thermoplastic sheathed cable .. * » 10 5 17 9 10 10 7
Other nommetallic sheathed 24| 65
Cable cecccscsssccnsessccsccce * * 56 61 56 68 62 51 So
Wire cond\‘lit ey 18 10 * #* 15 8 7 12 1n 20 20
mh“ 9000006080000 0000000000 0 28 6 * * 1 2 1 1 N 1 1 2
Um 9800000300800 0000000000 0 ()’ (5) * * 3 h (z’ 1 l 3 1

See footnotes on page 32.
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Table 1. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, 1940, 1950, 1954, 1955,
ond by selling-price class, 1956--Continued

1956,
Characteristics 1540 | 1950 | 1954 (2955 | a1 | Lese 17,000
prices l47,000|$9,999 3,
Percent distribution of W
KITCHEN, LA s AND OTHER PMENT

KITCHEN SINK sseeeveecsccescese * 100 »* »* 100

Single basin ceecscessescevccse * 63 * * 30 5h

Double basin seecesessessssssce * 23 * * 67 3»

Combination sink and laundry
tUb sesvsccssevsceccssecsnsee * 1 * * * *

UNKNOWN sesessscssvssvssccncsce #* (3) %* * 3 n

KITCHEN=SINK MATERIAL eeescesoce * 1001 % * 100 100

Enameled cast iron secececscces * 67 : » * 62 60

Enameled pressed steel ecesecceces * 32 * * 30 28

Stainless 8teel esesccscsccsces * * * * S 1l

Othor sescsessescsscssssasseses * 1l * %* (2) 2)

Unknown Y R Y TN YY) * (3) * * 3 11

LAUNDRY TUB seecscccccosccescce * 100 * 3* 100 100

With tubs ssessesecsssscscesces »* 55 * * h5 6
Basement ceecsocecccecscsscee * * * * 27 h

* * * » 13 1
» * » * 1l b
»* » » » L' (@

NO tubS eeeeecccrcscesscssccene * ,-ls * * 53 92

Unknown esesssessscecsssscscoce * (3 * »* 2 2

KITCHEN CABINETS:?> PERCENT OF

HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED TYPE OF

CABINETS:

Base ececsssressscessescescense » * * * 90 65 9 9k 92 91 92

Wall secconcescssssscesccsnsone * * »* »* 93 67 97 96 95

Undersink eessesssssssessnceses * * »* * 88 62 9L 92 89 93 88

KITCHEN CABINET COUNTER~TOP

MATERIAL 23 ,,e000ececocescoscce * 100 * * 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

* * * » L, k 1 b 16 21 17
* 15| » » 64 33 66 69 61 68 3

1inoleum cesesccscocoscsvssvese * 57 * * 11 hj 21 19 15 S 3

A1l other ¢eeesccescsersscecese * 28 * * 7 15 3 6 7 h ]

UnKNOWN esesecoecesscessscoscne * (3) * #* i 5 3 2 1 2 2

APPLIANCES: PERCENT OF HOUSES

WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED

IN SELLING PRICE: 2%

Cooking 8tove esssseessescccccce 13 21 * * 3l 3 1 16 19 6 67
@s 0800050009008 0200000800000 u n * ‘ B 2 u ]-2 m 21 18
Electric cesecccesescscssesecs 2 10 * * 19 1 3 L 9 25 ll9

Dishwasher seececcesscescsecoss * * * * 1 (2) (2) 2 2 11 37

Exhaust fan (ld.tchen) eosnsesee 17 15 »* »* 55 1 15 AR 51 n 80

Garbage disposal unit seeececse » 5 » »* 34 (2) S 18 27 ,-l7 58
In Sink ececescovcsscccscscce * * * * 32 (2) [ 18 27 L6 us
Incinerator seceecesscececece * * » * 2 (2) (2) (2) (2) 1l 10

» 10| » » 5 (2) 1 s 2 5 15
* * »* »* 6 (2) (2) 1l 7 6 15
Combined heating and cooling. * » » * 1 ) (2) 1 L s 12
Separate cooling ecceccscecsce * * * * 1 (2) (2} (2) 3 1 3

Room adr conditioner seesccecece * * * * 1 {2) 1 (2) (2) (2) 3

Attic fan ceeccescessecescccece 5 3 »* * 5 (2) 5 7 5 5 1

Food freezer seececececsoscccce * * * * 1 (2) (2) 1 (2) 1 2

Clothes dryer seecesesescosscce * * * * 3 (2) (2) h 3 2 6

$000000000000000000000000 * * * * 1 (2) (2) i 1 1 2
ElectricC sesececcccesscnsccee * #* * * 2 (2) (2) 3 2 1 L

Waahing machine cececccccssccee * * » * 3 ) 1 h 3 2 7

Radio seccsscscscsssccsscoscnsns * * * * 2 {2) (2) (2) (2) 4 4

Telovision esecesccssscrsccsssce * * * * 1 {2) (2) (2) (2) 2 1

See footnotes on page 32.
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Footnotes to table 1,

1 tnly single=family detached houses surveyed.

2 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent,

3 Information available for all houses in sample, which was selected from units for which FHA had
issued commitments for mortgage insurance., (See p. 20,)

¥ In 1956, includes a few houses (about 1 percent of the national total) with both a garage and
carporte

> Includes solid brick and brick backed with other masonry.

6 For type of sheathing used with various types of outside wall materials, see table 2,

7 Includes high density fiberboard; see also table 2,

In 1956, includes frame houses without sheathing as well as some (about 3 percent of the national
totalg for which the specific type of sheathing was not reported.

Use of tile for kitchen and bathroom walls generally refers to wainscoting on lower part of walls or
tile on one entire wall, with rest of walls and ceiling painted or papered; for other materials used for
kitchen-wall finish, see table 5,

10 Tn 1956, refers only to bathrooms above basement level.

R 1956, .ncludes less than 0.5 percent of houses with slate roofs. Houses roofed with slate or
asbestos shing.es were included in "other" in earlier surveys., "Other" also includes tile, roll, and metal
roofing materials.

12 For type of insulation material used, see table 3,

13 Tn 1956, may include some ungalvanized steel.

1% T 1956, includes houses with combination of wood and metal rain-carrying equipment,

15 Includes houses with other types of window-frame material.

16 Houges for which this equipment was included in selling price.

17 In 1956, includes houses for which no information on storm windows was obtained.

18 For additional detail, see table 6,

19 Includes houses with steam heating systems, which accounted for less than 0.5 percent of the national
total in 1956 but larger percentages in the earlier years,

20 Tncludes some houses (about 1 percent of national total in 1956) with no water heater installed.

2l Tcludes houses with water heated from house heating unit.

22 75 1940 and 1950, practically all knob and tube wiring. .

23 Data did not permit showing houses with no iitchen cabinets of any type installed. Information on
countégr-top material applies to houses with either undersink or base cabinets., See also table 7.

Based on the number of houses for which data for a particular item were reported. The mumber of
units for which data were not obtained varied for the different items, but in no case exceeded 2.5 percent
of the total, Data in this table represent the proportion of units for which builders, as a general prace
tice, include the specified equipment or appliance in the selling price of a new house,

* Data not available.

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,

SOURCE: Data for 1940 and 1950 from Housing and Home Finance Agency; for 195k, 1955, and 1956 from
U, S. Department of Labor. (See appendix A, ppe. 18-20.)

Table 2. New nonfarm 1-fomily frame houses: Type of sheathing, by type of exterior wall moterial, 1956

(Percent distribution)

of exterior wall material
Type of sheathing m Brick | oo ™™ | Weod [ MpEEER | co
materials! | facing facing facing facing

ALL FRAME HOUSES eeecccoccccccccsse 100 100 100 100 100 100
Sheathed ceecescscsccscsccsscccccse 83 95 95 99 100 18
Wood p]&nk ®esc0css00000000000000 3 18 39 !‘3 60 8
Plywood eeeessccccces esseccvee 7 2 b1 12 17 1
Insulation board cececcecocosscce 29 52 25 29 8 h
High density fiberboard esecececee 3 3 2 3 5 3
Gypsum bo3ard ceccscsscesccscscccs 9 18 10 5 10 2
Other eegescecccccscscccccocscece h 2 5 7 (2) (2)
Unsheathed 0000000008000000000000 17 5 5 1 {2) 82

1 Includes frame houses faced with other exterior wall materials not shown separately,
No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent,
Includes frame houses without sheathing as well as some (about 3 percent of the national total) for
which the specific type of sheathing was not reported,
NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individusl items do not necessarily equal totals,
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Table 3. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Wall and ceiling insulation, by type of exterior wall material
and by type of insulation, 1950 and 1956

Type of wall construction Walls Celling

and type of insulation 1950 | 1956 1950 | 1956

Percent of all houses with insulation
in specified location, by type of exterior wall

ALL TYPES OF EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION ... 3b 33 83 81
Huonry 9000000000 000000000000000000c0000s00 * 22 3* 8o
S011d LYick eesecsccccossscssccccscccaces * ,-lo * 90
Brick facing 200000000000 cercsosscccncnse * 21 * 97
* 15 %* 37

* 36 #* 82

Brick facing eescccecssscccocccocsssccnsee * 31 * 93
Brick and wood fm ®sescvcessscnevenes #* 55 * 91
Wood flcing 000000c000000s00000000000000e * llh * Bh
Asbestos sh:l.ngle fac:l.ng ®¢scccecssvsosccee * 57 * 70
StUCCO eececsscessvrecccssssasccccssncose * 6 * 66
Other facing sesscccecescecsscccsscecosce * 53 * 79
All other construction seecececcccssccscces »* )-ll * 92
UNKNOWD cveeessrervccossscoserscsensscssose * (1) * {1)

Percent distribution of insulated houses,
by type of insulation

ALL TYPES OF INSULATION secececccescsccncee 100 100 100 100
Iﬂose 9606800090000 0000 0 .o s hB
Batts (cut to lmgth) ®eccsssscccee sosee hB 58 95 31
Rom 0000 SCCBVBOEVOR0OBVB000 000000 CQROICISITS 12 B
Reflective (no other type of insulation) .. 25 7 2 2
Reflective and fiber combination seeeccccss 7 1 2
Plastic fOaMm cceeccecccccsscscscscsoscsssccce (1) * (1)
A1l Obher sessceccscecscecrsesssccssescscss 232 5 22 1
Unknown secececssscccsscssssescssccsssssses (3) 6 {3) 3

1 ¥No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent,

? Insulation board,

3 Information available for all houses in sample, which was selected from units for which FHA had
issued commitments for mortgage insurance. (See p. 20.)

Data not available,

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,

SOURCR: Data for 1950 from Housing and Home Finance Agency; for 1956, from U.S. Department of Labor,
(See appendix A, pp, 18-20,)

Table 4. New nonfarm 1-fomily houses: Number of windows in houses started in first quarter of 1954, 1955, and 1956,
and percentage distribution by type of window and, in 1956, by type of window-frame material

1956, by window-frame material

Type of window 1954 1955 | AL i weod Steel | Aluminum
Number of windows (in thousands)

TOTAL, ALL TYPES soceccoccocecnscsns | 2569302 3,369.6 3,hkek 1,768.3 5h9.1 807.0
Basement type® scecccseccse 289,7 370.8 35547 TheO 257.0 247
Total, excluding basement ceeececccss 2,&0305 2,99808 2,788.7 1,711103 292,1 782.3

Percent distribution of windows, excluding basement
TOTAL, EXCLUDING BASEMENT seeecccese 100 100 100 100 100 100
Double hung eeeescscccsese 58 Sh 55 78 11 22
Casement secesevcovcccoscsssssocccce 19 18 ]J-l h 62 19
Horizontal 8lide ceesscosccccoccscee 6 8 9 3 5 25
Ploture secececcscccssscssscscccasce 9 8 8 7 10 8
"im Mm! 90000000000 000000 6 5 5 5 7 5
Without flankers ceeeecccescccscse 3 3 3 2 3 3
AWNING sscevesccsscancecsceccsccscns L s 1 6 2 11
Projected seesccececssccesccsccsccnse 1 1 2 1 6 1
2 b 3 8)) 1 10
A1l other secscecvecsscscccccsscccoe 1 2 2 1 2 3

1 Includes windows for which type of material was unknown,
? Flankers are movable sashes at sides of picture windows.
3 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent.
NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items.do not necessarily equal totals.
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Table 5. New nonfarm 1-fomily houses: lnterior decoration and finish-floor moterial, by type of room,! 1950 and 1956

(Percent distribution)

KITCHEN OTHER ROOMS

1956 ¢
Characteristics 1950 1956 2 1950 Tiving ﬁfﬁ.ng -

room room
mnmmno“ 8000000000080 00000000000800 ,1w m 100 lm m 100
100 92 87 90 91 92
(%) 17 30 13 16 15
") 3 (6) L 2 1
Painted, all types of paint cecescscsccee ») 72 57 3 73 76
ﬂkyd DASE esssscecvssscsccscessscesene (&) 19 (6) 23 21 23
Latex DaSe sesscescssetssccsocecrssscos (L2 16 7 22 20 20 23
Iinseed oil base Sessnseseesesssrsvese . 86 30 27 25 26 25
Other sssevcscccscrsscscosssesserensssce 1 7 8 S 6 5
Undecorateds @000 0000000006000000000080800000 (6) 8 1.3 10 9 8
INTERIOR~TRIM 9 DECORATION o..vvee ssesesssse * 100 * 100 100 100
Decorated, all types of raint ., ceevenvene * 89 * 89 87 90
Alkyd baSe ,...ccocersecnscanres sovscsscce * 18 * 21 22 2
Latex DasSe ,,.ccecececevecccase t000ssscse * 8 * 12 13 lh
Linseed 0il base ,,.....coc00ee seccerscse * L3 * 39 i} 39
Other seveveevectocectsarscacss s000ssccce * 20 * 17 1n 16
“niecorﬂted‘ 0s0ccssssessessssce GS00CORRS * 1 * 1 13 10
FINISH—MR MATERIAL G000000s000 9000000000 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hardwoo (6) 3 84 81 85
(6) 2 76 3 1l 3
{6) 1 2 2 1
IInoleum cecsessssesssccssccccscsscssccnens 64 57 (6) 6 1 1
'I‘:ll:l.ng material ceecoceccccsscoccsnssesise 32 31 (6) S 8 6
Aﬂph&lt tile .cesvcccccccssscsvccsesccone 32 15 (6) 6 ,.l
Cork t1le ....ecc0c00000000000000000000000 (6) (6) (6) (6) 1 1
Vinyl tile $800000000000000000000000000000¢ (6) 16 (6’ l 1 1
Concrete sesssesssescsccscescsscccsccsscans (€) 6) 3 1 1 1
mher 000008000 0000000000008000000000000000 1° h h 11 21 3 3 2
UNnKnown eesseccccsossssscevsccrssscscoscscse (12) 2 (12) 2 3 1l

1 For wall decoration and flooring of bathroams and for use of tile on kitchen walls, see table 1.

2 percent distributions based on number of houses having specified type of decoration or finish floors
in specified roams,

3 Includes bathrooms,

. Decorating material classified only as oil paint or other material,

5 Includes plywood and other types of wood paneling.

6 No cases reported or less than 0.5 percent,

7 Water paint.

8 Includes all houses for which type of interior decoration could not be determined. Some of these
houses ware to be decorated by the bullder after the house was sold, with the type of decoration optional
with the purchaser; others were sold undecorated with the purchaser assuming responsibility for the cost as
well as the choice of decoration,

9 Door and window casings, moldings, baseboards, etc.

10 Tncludes 2 percent of houses without floor covering.

11 Tneludes houses floored with materials other than wood and houses in which part of floors (in rooms
other than lkditchen and bathrooms) were finished with wood and part with other materials,

12 Information available for all houses in sample, which was selected from units for which FHA had
issued commitments for mortgage insurance. (See p, 20,)

* Data not available,

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,

SOURCE:t Data for 1950 from Housing and Home Finance Agency; for 1956, from U, S. Department of Labor.
(See appendix A, pp. 18-20,)
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Table 6. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Heating facilities, fuel, water heaters, and pipe used for plumbing,
1940 and 1950, and by region, 1956

(Percent distribution)

IE region
acteristics 1 1 A North- North
Char: ko | 1950 | AL oo | continy | south | west
HEATING FACILITIES AND FUEL
HEATING FACILITIES seescecsccccossscesce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
With heating facility installed sececees 98 ok 9l 97 98 87 98
Boiler systens ee0s00se000000 000080000080 22 13 8 ,.ll 3 1 {1)
Steam esescsscccsccssosscssssccsccss 9 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1)
Hot water' sececssssscssssscscscnsese 13 12 8 39 3 1 (1)
Unknown eeceeececcccssscssssosscssce (2) (2) ) 2 (1) 1) )
Warm-air We (d\lct’) o .o llz h3 73 56 9h 60 81
Forced air (fan) eseccere . 19 28 T2 55 93 58 79
Gravity e80000sc0enstsrertoecs . 23 15 1 1 1 2 2
Warm-air space heater (no ducts) eeese 34 38 13 ) 1 26 17
Wall heater sesssesssssssscosscsccse (1) 1n 9 (1) (1) 19 10
Floor furnace 9000000000000 00008000 21 22 h (1) 1 5 7
Electric p.n’l s0000s00s00sev0cncrse * * (1} (1) (1 2 8))
Other' sesseccccsesssccnsvscsscsssnee 13 5 (1) (1) (1) 1) 1)
No heating facility installed eeesvecsee 2 6 h 1 (1) 9 (1)
UNKnOWD eecssosssscecssacsessssssessocnse {2) (2) 2 2 2 L 2
Detall for houses with boiler system
Type of boiler material:
Steel o.onoo-lo-oo es0css0ss00scssvee * »* 3 iy 1 {1) (1)
Cast iYON cecvecccsossecscssssscsssesacce * * s 27 2 b (1)
Type of distribution pipe:
Copper tubing ececcssvecsssscccssccsscae * 7 ko 2 (1) (1)
%er V00PN COODIOCR0NPPCB00000C00ERGISY * 3 1 1 1 1 (1)
Method of beat transfer:
Radiator eeceecescecccssesscesscocrecene 15 1 1 3 1) ) Q1)
mmt m‘l V0PN S00RCVIROOSNRCEIOIRISS (“ 6 (1’ (1) (1) (1, (1)
CONVECtor ssesessvsccsscssssscnssscsssses 7 5 1 7 (1) (1) (1)
memud S0 8000000080400 00000%00 00000000 (1) 1 6 28 2 1 (‘)
UNKNOWN seccsvscseccssssscsssosssosssses (2) ({2) {1) 3 (1) (1) (1’
Detail for houses with warmeair furmace (ducts)
Design of furnace:
Up=flOW cosccosssesessecesscessssscceces * * L8 4o 70 3 51
DOWNeflOW seccesscscecscsssscvescssscsse * * 7 7 h 10 8
Horizontal-f1ow ceeossceccsccosccsccccas * * 17 9| 20 16 21
UNKnown eeseeescesccovsocscscccocscssces * » 1 (1) 1) (1) (1)
Location of furnace:
Basement cessecceccsccsssccssecssococens * * 33 h5 65 ]JJ- 27
Utility roam or closet cececcesccsssosee * * 31 10 28 30 b5
* » 1 (1) §1) 3 1
» »* 7 1 1 12 7
» * 1 (1) Q) 1 1
Houses with heating facility installed
HEATING FUEL ce.cocovivcccnsscccocsossce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
0” V000 PPCCP 0005020080000 CB00SSEENIIIGN h7 6h 72 hz 72 75 92
Oll sovecsenceseccscncssceccoccesessscce 13 33 21 g2 26 18 6
Electricity seecsccccccsssssscasscssscce 1) 1l 1 (1) (1) 3 1
&nd QOCOQOBOPOIEPOROROICOPOPPRISOIRIOOIOIOIbIROTY 38 2 (1) ‘1) (1) (l’ (1)
‘Unknown sesccscesscccscsscssscscsscscses {2) (2) 6 6 2 L 1
WATER HEA AND FUEL
WATER HEATER eescccccsocaccsessccsccccce * 100 100 100 100 100 100
Tank type (storage capacity in gallons), »* 92 92 66 98 9% 99
Leas than 30 gallona escene secces * 33 S 2 ~2 1 )
30 to 39 85110“3 essosesses srsese * 51 37 26 55 hz 18
LO to 49 gallon8 eeeeccccccsccssscecss * } 8 { 38 24 32 3 63
50 gaum and OVeX secevecsssscscscce * 12 lh 9 n 18
Tankless ty'pe 0000cccs0csnsccsctsecsocose * 8 ll 26 {1) (1) (1)
Unknown® ceeecesssvssescsscssersscossss #* (£} h 8 2 5 1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 6. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Heating facilities, fuel, water heaters, and pipe used for plumbing,
1940 ond 1950, and by region, 1956--Continued

(Percent distribution)

1956, region
Characteristics 1940 | 1950 ALl Northe North

regions east Central South West

WATER HEATER AND FUELe<Continued
WATERAHEATER FUEL esvoccccscccccoccscces 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
m 0000800000000 0000000000000000000000 0 % 72 76 58 88 67 91
Elec city 0000000000000 0 0000000000000 3 16 16 17 9 27 7
Oth»er 008800000000 000060000000000000800 7 12 2 17 (1’ (1) (1)
Unknown 00000000000 0000000000000000000 (2) (2) 6 8 3 6 2

PIPE USED FOR PLUMBING

WATER SERVICE: UNDERGROUND SERVICE TO
HOUSE [ F X R R XER YRR NRAN RN ER N RS RRNSXRR N RN ] * * ].00 m 1m lw lm
Copper 000600cs0000000000s0000s0000000 3* %* 38 79 38 36 17
Galvanized iron ceeccecsescscsscscccccse * #* 28 3 20 37 39
Black 1ron ceececcecces * * 8 1 10 16
Cast 1Y0N cecevevesscecescescsconscseseo * #* 19 7 22 18 25
Other seseccsssccssosccsssssssscscccscss * * 3 8 7 1 2
Umm 9000000000000 00000080000000CRSOS * * h 2 3 h 1
DISTRIBUTION INSIDE HOUSE seecevcccscess 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Copper $0000000000000 0000000000 0000000 29 ll»6 57 96 52 s 67 26
Galvanized iron 70 53 37 2 i 27 68
Other eeseeccoces 1 1 3 (1) ).l 2 5
UNKnown eeeseccccecesssccsscccscesscscce {2) {2) 3 2 3 ,.l 1
SANITARY DRAINAGE: UNDERGROUND, FROM
HOUSE TO SEWER OR SEPTIC TANK seececcces * * 100 100 100 100 100
Galvanized 1iYON eesescecscssccscoss * * h 1 3 5 3
Black 1ron seecsscces e * * 7 3 13 6 3
Cast iron seececcccccscsecee esee (X3 * * 39 66 29 38 35
Clay secccccecsscccscescssscosscsssvonce * * 35 13 L2 27 52
CONCretd ceesescecsccecsssssescsccecscvoen * * 5 (1) 3 9 5
Asbestos cement cevecccsscsesscccscscse * ¥ 2 6 2 2 (1)
Other secceccesescsscscscscssvescnsscene * * 5 8 6 8
UNKnOWN seeeescscsccsscsscecsessscscscssce * * 3 3 2 5 1
ABOVE GROUND, INSIDE HOUSE qecccsvcccsecs * * 100 100 100 100 100
GCopper 000000000000 0000000000000s00000n * * 7 29 2 8 (1)
Galvanized iron eseevecscscccacoccccsses * * 19 7 10 1 L3
Black 120N eeecessocccecsssssscscscscsse * * 9 3 19 8 (3
Cast iroN seeccscccscecccsccscssscococose * * 56 lll 6h 60 ha
chy [ XX TERARSARRERRR AR RSN N R KR X 4 * * 1 (1) 2 3 (1)
Other secevsesssccsessssssce evescsces » * 1 2 1 2 1
Unknown ceevosccescccssocsse secccsoee * »* 7 18 2 5 2

1 No cases reported or leass than 0,5 percent.
2 Information available for all houses in sample, which was selected from units for which FHA had
issued commitments for mortgage insurance. (See p. 20,)
3 Includes stoves and other types of space heaters.
% Tncludes some houses (about 1 percent of national total in 1956) with no water heater installed.
5 Includes houses with water heated by house heating unit,
Includes a8 small percentage of houses with brass pipe.
* Data not available.
NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals.
SOURCE: Data for 1940 and 1950 from Housing and Home Finance Agency; for 1956, from U. S. Department
of Labor. (See appendix A, pp. 18-20,)
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Toble 7. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Average quantity of selected items used per house,! by selling-price class, 1956

Proposed selling.price class

Characteristics ALL Less $7,000 | $10,000 | $12,000 | $15,000 | $20,000
prices than to to to to and
$7,000 $9,999 $11,999 $14,999 319,999 over

Number of houses started ......| 2218,600 7,800 20,400 27,600 58,100 61,900 38,100
ELECTRICAL CONVENIENCE OUTLETS,
BY TYPE OF RECEPTACLE:
Duplex:
Number of houses reporting ....] 210,500 7,200 20,100 26,900 57,700 61,200 36,300
Number per hOusS® eecevececescessse 22 12 18 18 20 22 30
Triplex:s
Number of houses reporting <... 1,700 200 700 100 2,900 7,500 3,000
Number per housBe seeessvecsecse 3 6 3 6 3 3 9
Multiple:
Number of houses reporting .... 2,200 (3) (3) (3) 600 600 1,000
Number per house ecseessssscsss 7 - - - k s 12
Special purposes
Mumber of houses reporting ee.. 60,400 700 4,900 9,100 14,900 18,800 11,900
Number per house eesseccscccsse 3 1 2 2 2 2 L
ELECTRICAL SWITCHES: *
Snap switchess
Mumber of houses reporting ....| 198,300 6,900 19,800 26,900 56,300 58,400 29,000
Number per house seecversscocsses 1 6 9 10 10 11 15
Mercury switchess
Number of houses reporting e... 10,300 (3) 100 200 1,000 2,300 6,700
Number per houSe sseccccsossens 15 - 8 8 9 12 17
Other switches:
Number of houses reporting ... 75000 200 700 900 1,200 1,200 2,800
Number per house ceevccecececes 9 5 2 2 5 9 15
KITCHEN CABINETS:
Base cabinetss
Number of houses reporting ....| 195,800 5,100 18,500 26,000 53,500 56,600 3k,900
Number per house seecescscscsce 3 L 3 h h 1
Wall cabinets:
Number of houses reporting ....] 203,100 5,200 19,300 26,700 55,700 58,900 36,100
Number per house ecececcscccscee 5 3 h h 5 5 6
Undersink cabinets:
Number of houses reporting ....| 193,000 hL,800 19,200 25,500 61,600 57,400 33,400
Number per house eeseccscecsecss 1 1 1 1 2 1 2
CERAMIC TILEs
Mumber of houses reporting ... 132,400 S00 6,500 11,800 36,100 143,600 33,200
Squere feet per house® ¢.eveees 170 70 80 120 1o 170 230

1 A1l averages are based on number of specified items installed in houses reporting such equipment or
material.

2 Includes houses for which the selling price was unknown,

3 Less than 100 houses,

% Data obtained on low voltage switches are not shown because of small number of houses reporting such
switches,

5 See also table 1. The proportions of each type of cabinet made of wood were as follows: base, 89
percent; wall, 88 percent; and undersink, 86 percent, The remainder of the cabinets were made of steel.

6 Ceramic tile used throughout house for such purposes as walls and counter tops in kitchenj and for
floors, walls, and counter tops of cabinet-type lavatories in bathrooms, See also tables 1 and 10.
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Table 8: New nonfarm dwelling units: Number of units started, by type of structure and location; and selling price
and floor area of 1-family houses, by location, first quorter of 1954, 1955, and 1956

Al Metro= | Normetro= Region
Type of structure nonfarm | politan politan North
and year areas areas ! areas | Northeast | . . v South West

ALL TYPES OF STRUCTURES$
1”'-‘ 0000000008004 000000000000 233,7«) 156,500 h?)zm ,46,000 52,“” 77,300 58,2;00
1955 ®00000erss000000000000000 287,8‘” 225,000 62,800 52,300 62,900 95,2“) 77,hm
1956 ®0secesescscsssessscncce 2“&,300 191,9“) 52,!;00 h2,700 56,“” 81,200 &,hm

Percent of units

1954t ALL TYPES seeccccccccce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
l-fmil’ G0 0C00OPECOQCGIOIOISIOISIDIIIS 87 Bh 97 80 % 89 80
z.w-h fmly 9000000000 OOOGIOGS h 5 2 h 3 3 7
S=Or-more Lamily ceeeccscccone 9 1n 1 16 2 8 13
19558 ALL TYPES eecesccscssse 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
l-famlly eecessccsccccccscncce 89 87 96 85 2 91 86
2~to=l £amily eecescecccscscee h s 2 [ L N h
5-or-.ore LamilY ececesccococe 7 8 2 10 2 S 10
19563 ALL TYPES ¢eescccccscse 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
lafamily ecscoccccecccscoscsse 90 88 95 86 % 92 8L
2=to=l family ececocscccccscce k 5 2 L 3 [ h
5—“'*0!‘9 L£amily cevevescscece 6 7 3 10 3 2 12

In walkup bulldings ceecesse h * * 2 2 2 12

In elevator bulldings seccee 2 * * 8 1 {2} (2)

1~FAMILY HOUSES:
1%![ 0000000000000 000000000000 202,2(» 156,5(” h5,700 36,% h9’h00 69,@ M’m
1%5 0800080000000 000000000000 256’” 196,3w 60’600 hh,BOO 58,900 87,000 66,700
1956 cecossscrsscccssssccssocs 218,600 | 168,800 19,800 36,800 52,700 Th,800 Sk, 300

Median proposed selling price

195,4 000000000 s000000000000000 ‘12,3‘” $12,900 ‘10,100 ’13,800 Q13,100 ‘10,800 $12,600
1955 ®000es000000000000000000 0 13,700 13,800 12,000 ].h,hOO 1&,700 11,800 ]1;,100
1”6 4000000000 00000000000000 1).1,500 15,300 12,700 1‘4,900 16,200 12,800 15,000

Average floor area (square feet)

195k .. epsocceces 1,10 1,10 1,160 1,120 1,020 1,220 1,180
1955 cecssiesccoces 1,170 1,170 1,160 1,120 1,100 1,200 1,210
1956 0608000040800 000000080000 1,230 1,250 1,170 1,290 1,150 1’2'-‘0 1’280

1 The 168 standard metropolitan areas as defined in the 1950 Census,
: No cases reported or less than 0.5 percent.
Data not available,
NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,
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Table 9: New nonfarm 1-family h Regiona! trends in selected characteristics, 1954, 1955, and 1956
(Percent distribution)
c tics All u&onl Northeast North Central South West

haracteris 1954195511956 [ 1961 [1955 [1956 {1951 [1955 11956 | 195k [1955 1956 | 195k | 1955 | 1956
PROPOSED SELLING PRICE seeee 100} 100| 100! 100/ 100( 100{ 100} 100} 100| 100| 100} 100| 200| 100| 100
Lese than ’7.0(” s00cescscae 1 7 N 8 1l Q) 12 3 2 15 17 9 L 2 b 8
$7,000 t0 $9,999 esscccsscce 15| 11 10 8 k  1n 8 6| 24 21, 19 11 3 3
$10,000 t0 $11,999 ecscccess 20 16; 13| 16| 17| 12f 15 18| 13| 20| 13| 1 27 17 13
$12,000 to $14,999 ecesocese 2| 29| 27| 26| 36| 34| 27| 23| 21| 17| 22| 25| 30| 39 33
$15,000 t0 $19,999 secesccce 6 23| 26 25| 30| 23| 19| 27| 30| 20 14 18| 13| 27| 33
SZ0,000 and OVeXr cecesssccce 10 10 18 13 3 25 11 19 26 8 9 12 6 6 15
UNKnown eeecsesessccccsscscce h h ‘2 h h 2 5 2 2 é h 3 9 6 2
FLOOR AREA (SQ. FTe) eecesce 100( 100} 100} 100| 200] 100/ 200! 100| 100| 100| 100| 100 100| 100 | 100
Less than 700 sececscecccosce 10 3 2 13 2 1 1n 3 1 13 3 h 3 2 (1)
TOO to 799 eeeevevoncsce 8 h 3 5 6 5 lh 6 6 9 h 2 3 1 1)
800 t0 999 ecscosscesass 20/ 22| 17| 14| 30| 26f 27| 29| 25| 19 21; 1k 20 10 9
1,000 t0 1,199 cevevcece 2L 30 31| 33| 25| 21| 26| 32| 35 19| 26| 32| 2| 39| 31
1,200 t0 1,499 secececes 19] 26| 26| 15| 19| 16! 11 19| 21| 19| 27| 2k 33 37 k2
1,500 t0 1,799 ceeccsese 10 71 10| 13 8| 12 L [ 6| 10 91 12 13 1 1
1,800 and OVer seessceece 7 5 9 6 5 16 5 h 6 9 6 9 (] 5 6
Unknown eeseecsscssscsccsece 2 3 2 1 S 3 2 1 ) 2 h 3 1 1 1
NUMBER OF BEDROOMS e¢eecesece 100( 100| 100| 100! 100| 100 100/ 100| 100} 200! 100| 100] 100{ 100| 100
1 bedroam eecccccccccscccnse 2 1 1 (1) 1)| (1) 3 1 (1) 3 1 1 2 1 1
2 bedroOmS cececcccncocccoce 32 22 20 30 20 22 32 27 22 38 27 21 26 ].h 15
3 bedroOmS sececscccoscsccce 58 68 70 65 70 66 58 68 7,-‘ 51 6h n 62 73 69
h bedroams or more ceecccces 5 6 8 2 6 11 h 3 h h h l‘» 8 11 lh
UNKnown eeeeecscsceccscccose 3 3 1l 3 h 1 3 1) ) h h 3 2 1 1
BASEMENT seecoecsccsscssscon 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100! 100| 100| 100 100! 100 100 100 100
Full or partial basement ... M| Lk2i L3+ 78| 88| 81| S5 S9 69| 25| 19| 18| 20| 24| 27
No basement esesecccccscs 58 SS 55 21 9 18 llh 39 30 73 19 79 79 71 72
On 81ab seesscsscces .o * 16! 16| = 3 hi » 1n 9 = 22 3l » 22 9
With crawl 8PACE seescccce * 39 39 * 6 114 »* 28 21 * 57 1‘8 » h9 63
UNKnOWR eesececcescscsesccee 1 3 2 1 3 1 1 2 1 2 2 3 1l 5 1l
UTILITY ROM seevccocccsscee # | 100| 100 # | 100| 100| +# | 100/ 100 # | 100! 100 * 100| 100
With utility TOm eeeees #1033 373 » 1 19| 31} # | 34 27 = LB U5 « | 24|
No basement cececocces * 27 30 * 7 11‘ * 32 23 * h3 ho * 16 35
With basement cscsccvececee * 6 7 »* 12 17 * 2 ll »* 5 S » 8 6
No utility room ecececocccece * 6‘1 58 * 78 60 * 6l 67| = 50 k9 * oS 58
Unknown ceeccecrcsscecssscece * 3 5 * 3 9 * - 2 6 * 2 6 * 5 1l
FIREPLACE sesecssccoccasccse # | 100/ 100 » | 100( 100| 4 | 100/ 00| +# | 100! 100 * 100 100
1 ﬁreplace sev0evcscace * 27 32 »* 2“ lls »* 21 22 * 18 17 » 1;6 53
2 fireplaces or more ... » 3 3| » 2 2( = 2 ki = 1 2 » 6 2
No ﬁ.repllce ®e0sscesccccscee * 66 63 »* 68 kB » 75 n * 7‘.’. 78 * h6 hh
Unknown eececcecscscesccccce * L 2 » é 5 = 2 3| = 7 3 * 2 1
EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION . 100! 100| 100( 100 | 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100, 100 200| 100| 100| 100
Haaonry sescocnscscscssccnce 13 20 16 8 9 9 12 lh ]5 19 36 19 12 13 18
2 3 2] () 2 3 3 3 3 1l 3 3 N 3 1
T 12| 10 6 I h é 9 11 9! 23 8 8 6 13
b S| W 2| 3| 2| 3 2 1 9 w0f 8 m b &
Frame ccecesesscccsscccccones 82 17 83 89| 87 90| 82 81| 84 761 62 78 83 8s 82
Brick facing ec0ecscsccseoe 20 18 26 lh 18 15 22 28 37 31 23 ho 3 3 2
Brick and wood facing eeee S| 8| 7| 6| 15| 12 6|/ 9 k| 4| 6 9 3 6 b
Wood facing secececccccsce 3 29 2l Bh 35 39 hh 36 30 26 20 18 2)-‘ 30 17
Asbestos shingle facing .. m,| 8 119‘ 3| 16 B 9| S5 9| | 1{ 9 3l 52

StUCCO cresvecssececscee 1 (1) {1)
Other fa.d.ng (XYY Y XY } 12 n{ 3 1 3 5 1 3 h 1 2\ 2 50 hé 1
A1l other construction eeeee 3l 1 | 2| 1] @) kl 3{ | 2 1} 3 1l
UnKnown eeececescsccessccoce 2 2 1 1 3 1 2 2 1 3 1 3 2 1 (1)

See footnotes at end of table,
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Table 9: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Regional trends in selected characteristics, first quarter of 1954, 1955, and 1956--Continved ,

(P ercent distribution)

All regions Northeast North Central South West

Characteristics 1951 11955]1956/195L | 1955|1956 (1954 | 1955|1956 | 195k 195511956 | 195k | 1956 | 1956
WINDOWS ABOVE BASEMENT,

PREDOMINANT FRAME MATERIAL , 100 100/ 100/ 100; 100| 100| 100) 100| 100| 100| 100 100| 100| 100| 100

ww 9000 0QANGCOCIISOOISGISIOIBIRNISIOD 63 57 57 67 73 72 68 72 67 “ 57 5!‘ h7 3“, “‘

sml P00 EOOCPIOIPISOOISSISINOIOIPPNIO 18 16 n 17 13 8 20 9 7 10 10 7 29 30 23

.oo 17 24| 29 15| 10| 19{ 10| 16| 25| 20 28f 36| 21| 33| 29

. 2 3 3 1 h 1 2 3 1 2 5 3 3 3 4

1 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent,
® Data not available, .
NOTE: Becauss of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,
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Table 10: New nonfarm 1-fomily houses: Selected characteristics, ! by region, 1956

(Percent distribution)

41

Characteristics

North=
east

North

;

South

West

SHEATHING (FRAME HOUSES ONLY)2 .ecevccesscosce

Sheathed 9000000000000 0000000000000000000000008
Wood p]jnk 00000000000 0040000800000000000000

P'];ywood 900000000000 00000000c0c000000 00000000

High density fiber board ..

Unshe&thd, 900000000000800000000000000000000¢

INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eceececccscscccacccsce
Plaster ecececesecssocscscccscnccscsccscccccscee
On gypsum 1ath seseccccocccscestccssecssccces
On metal or wood lath cecsecsscoccscscosccece
DYy Wall secccoccescsscscossccccsscsssssccscone
Gypaum DOAYd essecesesscsonscscscscsssecsssee
Other ceeseccscccsssscsssceccsssscsccscrssane
Unmm 0000800000000 0000000000000000000000000

nmm m FINISH ~ 0000008000000 0000000000 S
With partial tiling

Plastic t116 cecvecsossccesscrcssscscsccscsce
Other tile 0000000800000 0000200000000000000000
No t12ing sesesessosseveccosccsccsccecesccncee
UnKnoWN eescceccssescscsscssscsvecsssssssccncse

SUBFIDOR’ 000000000000 00000000000s000000000000
With 8UDL1OOr secsesccecesccsccscsscssscecsccce
Softwood DOATAS ceescccssscscsscsccsnssresace

P‘J.ywood 000000000000000000000000000000000000s

ROOFING epseescescscsscccsocccssccececscsccocce
Shingles 09000 vce00s0tserctecscssrecasesestece
ABDEStOS ¢esescecosescrssscrscscsccessscosces
ASDNAlL cesevccccovcccscsccccscscnsscscossons
WOOd seccsscessscccescseccsveccsccsnsssssccns
Bulltup eesceccccccrcccccncncscsccccsoccsccnces
Other sescecessecesccescssesosscccssssccocsccscse
Unknown eecessccessccccoceccsocscsscccoscccccss

INSULATION: 7 PERCENT OF ALL HOUSES WITH
INSULATION IN:

cdnng 0000000000000 00000000800000000000000000
Wall8 cevcevecoscocscsscsccssccsecsscssccosvcssce
Perimeter cececcevcccescscscecccocsscescsosecse

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS 9086900000000 0000000000¢

COPPEY' eesevecccccsscsscsccssccssscccncacssnse
Galvanized Stﬂl, ®0e00000000009000000000000
Wood 1 ©0000000000000000000000000000s00000000
Other cecccccccsscccscccccssccccscosccsncoce
No gutters or downspouts seececcccccsscccccones

UNknoWn ceecveccscsscssocsccsccscscsceccsscscsas

WINDOWS ABOVE BASFMENT, PREDOMINANT FRAME

MATERTAL ossocecoccccssscscscecevcscscccsovscncose
WOOU seeeessssscoccccsscscacosoccsccscscscscoses
Steel cececccssccoccsscccscecssnsssessocscsoses
AlUMiNUM eesesesvcsssscsccccssscsssesssscscncece
UNKNOWN ecesescscssscscssccsssssssecscssscccsccs

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 10: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, ! by region, 1956--Continued

(Percent distribution)

Al Northe North
Characteristics regions east Gentral South West
WINDOW SCREENS seecoeceoscoccsssccaccssocssscse 100 100 100 100 100
With screens 0000000000000 0000000000000000000 i 23 69 9& 90
Aluminum eeeee 56 17 hh 73 63
Bronze eecee 3 1l 1 2 7
Copper sescsccsccescee 6 2 3 7 8
Galvanized ’teel9 000eceesceesscessetsvsoces 10 (8) 18 8 1n
Other seseccccessscsssssssssescscscecesssscse (8) (8) 1 1 ($.)]
Uninown material seescsccscoccsecsscocscccocans 2 2 3 1
NO SCI'eens ceecsececsccsscscccssccssssscccocscsce 23 mn 3 6 10
DOOR SCREENS ¢seoesscce v00ecsesssscescscecee 100 100 100 100 100
With screens!l ...cceee 70 2z 65 93 70
AIUminum ceecccccccocccscscevsccsscocccccscece 156 16 39 63 b6
BIONZe ceevscccscocsccocecoscsccccsccscncscccone 3 1 1 1 1
COPPEr' cecsecosscesesssscccscsssscescsssocsce L 1 1 [ 6
Galvanized 3“01, 0000000000000 0000000000000 13 (8) 20 17 10
Other cescccccecoscscessssncseccccscccccsconce 1 1 1 3 (8)
eeccesscccrcoe 3 3 3 3 1l
NO SCreens sececssocsccccsessscscossosssssesssos 30 78 35 7 30

1 This table includes information for individual regions which was not cross-tabulated by selling price
a8 presented in table 11 (Parts A through D), .

2 por percent of houses with frame construction, see table 9, For type of sheathing used with various
outside wall materials see table 2,

3 Includes frame houses without sheathing as well as some (about 3 percent of the national total) for
which the specific type of sheathing was not reported.

Use of tile for ldtchen walls generally refers to wainscoting on lower part of walls or tile on one
entire wall, with rest of walls and ceilings painted or paperedj for other materials used for ldtchen-wall
finish, see table 5,

5 For materisls used for finish floors, see table 5,

Includes leas than 0,5 percent of houses with slate roofs,

7 For type of insulation material used, see table 3,

8 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent.

9 May include some ungalvanized steel.

10 1ncludes houses with combination of wood and metal rain-carrying equipment,

11 Based on number of houses for which builders reported that, as a general practice, screens were
included in the selling price.

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals.
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Table 11-A: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected choracteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956

REGION 1 - NORTHEAST

Proposed selling-price class

Characteristiocs ALl Less $10,000 ‘121,:00 $15,000 02(.);200

than to to
prices | 45,000 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $19,999 | over

m w mu P000S 0000000000000 0008000 136.8w l’m h’m lz,m a’sw 9.2w
Percent distribution ceecsccccscescccoere 100 h 12 3& 23

Percent distribution of houses

according to specified characteristics

100 100 100 100

o1 96 9%
1 3 k L
(2) (2) {2) (2) (2)

TYPE OF HOUSE 000000000000 00000000000000

)
wsE

UnKnoWn eecccsecesssccssssssccscoscsssses

NUMBER OF STORIES ecescescscccssscccccces
1 SUOTY cevceccsscsncsescocsccsccsaccacse
Split level cecocesscccscccecsscscsconces
Other seceescosesscccccsscsscccscsscccane
Unknown eeecscevessecccscsssescocsccsccces

FIOOR AREA (SQ. Ho) eencecsscccscsvsssee
Less than 800 .cececesssccsccccccscssosce
800 t0 999 seevcecscccscscccscsscoscaccne
1,000 t0 1,199 «0.
1,200 to 1,499 .
1,500 to 1,799 L4
1,800 and over .

UnknowWN seecssscccscsscsconccocscsccsccce

NUMBER OF BEDROMMS cececesscccsccsscecces
2 bedrooms Or 1e88 cecesccccecesscccccceas
3 bedrooms ®0eecrcensscvcnsecsrcettcecsce
h Dedrooms OF MOL'S eescccscscscocsssssoce

Unknown 0000000008000 00000000000000000000¢

(2) 1

2
=288 Loubirtd Sgppad

-
»
-
-
~n
-
-
~N
~
-
~
-~
-
n
-

NUMBER OF BATHROOMS secccnccccccccssacecs 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathroom ceescscsccscssssscscssoccscces 9 9l 75 ln 5
b § oomplete, 1 partial bathroom cecccecces - 1 “6 17
2 complete bathyOOmMS secsescsces XYY Y] (2) (2) 9 7 a
More than 2 complete bathrooms .. . 1 (2) 2 6 57
sscce (2) (2) {2 (2) (2)

UnKnoWn sescccecssccsccccsccscessacsscsoe 2 (2) (2) {2)
BASPMENT eseccsscccecocoscsccscscosocccsse 100 100 100 100 100
Full or partial basement cecececscececoce 0 46 87 90 9%
No basement seccecccccccscccsceccccccscoe 80 52 12 10 b
On 818D seesovcocsscccccoscessrccccscse (2) 9 6 1 1
With orawl 8PACO ceccevccssccssncsscace 80 h3 6 9 3
000000000000000000000000000000000 (2) {2) 1 (2) (2)

UTILITY ROOM cececccscscccoscscscosossces 100 100 100 100 100
uth ntint’ m_ G000 0P0SR00COGOGOGOIROISS 78 50 m 28 37
No basement secccecccscccssccscesescess 72 hS 7 10 3
With bosement scceccsccrcssscccesscesce 6 5 1 18 3)4
2 L9 77 63 S8

1 1 5 9 5

100 100 100 100 100

7 27 39 79 97

Carport only 0s00e00c00000000000000000000 (2) UO 10 3 1
No garage Or carport eecsccccsccccccscecos N 32 50 17 2
UnKNOMN ceeccccsscoccsccscscscrcscscccone 2 1 1 l (2)
FIREPLACE: ¢esocooccccscsccccccscccccsccas 100 100 100 100 100
1 nr‘pl“‘ T T Y TR Y R R PR 38 76

2 ﬁreplacel OF MOTE sececccssccecscccsce
No fireplace sveccscscsssscscscscscscecse

000000000000000000000000000s00000

See footnotes on page S5.
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Table 11-A: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location ond selling-price class, 1956--Continved

REGION | - NORTHEAST - CONTINUED

Proposed selling-price class
Characteristics A Less | §10,000 | $12,000 | $15,000 | $20,000
Prices | $10,000 | $11,999 | 814,999 | $19,999 | over
Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics-~Continued
EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION sccevecvcscces 100 100 100 100 100 100
MABONYY eecceecevsosccescsacocsassscccccss 9 9 S 1n 1 8
801id DYiCK secesccecscesssccccssscsasne 3 1 3 l‘ 3 3
Brick fmg ©00000e0000000000000000000 h ll 1 h 5 5
Other masoONYyY eeccesccscocsvoccssscecoce 2 L 1 3 3 {2)
Frame secccceccecscsesccccscccncccscsccce 90 9 95 89 88 92
Brick flcing XYY Y ]5 (2) 1l 10 28 9
Brick and wood facing 12 1 16 7 10 22
Wood facing eeecccscecece 39 2 29 L9 27 58
Asbestos lhingle flcing ®00scsceccsvecee 18 87 17 21 19 2
StUCCO cevsesescsccsaccsncesscssecoscce 1 (2) (2) 1 1 (2)
Other f&cing ®00ecsscevrscccccrcocsscece 5 1 32 1 ‘.l. 1
All other construction sececececscssccess (2) (2) (2) (2) 1 (2)
UNKNOWN eevevesocscecssssscsccsscocssssse 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eeeeescccccace 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster esecsccecccccetcccce 38 1 1 38 3] 42
cee 61 99 86 62 LS S8
UNKNOWN eeseseccoscsssscssssccasacsccscae 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
HEATING FACILITIES cecccccccacscococcacee 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot water €000000000000000000000000000000 hl 58 18 29 h]- 65
Warmnm-air furnace (dmt’) ®eccecsccssconce 56 37 82 67 59 33
Warm=air space heater (nO ducts) scecevee (2) 1 (2) (2) (2) (2)
No heating facility installed eeesccecces 1 h (2) (2) (2) (2)
Unknown 00000000000 00000000000000000000 00 2 (2) (2) h (2) 2
OTHER EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES: PERCENT
OF HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED
IN SELLING PRICE:®
Window SCI'eens cececvecvesvecescscscscccnce 23 n 28 ]5 23 31
DOOr SCreens seececcsccccccscscccncescsse 22 8 32 i 19 28
Storm Windows cecceccessscssscscecsssscoce 2 (2) 2 b L 3
Gooking BLOVE secscescccsccccscscsscsscne 67 33 8o 60 62 8l
GB8 seccscscescsccsncscscsvesssccccccns 29 19 62 3L 30 9
38 1 18 26 32 7
16 (2) S 2 Sh
77 67 h 70 75 91
(2} (2) 2 h 12
In 8InK eescecscceccscscccccocscsscscace h (2) (2) 1 3 1
Incinerator seececscccscscssscccccsccco 1 (2) (2) 1 1 1
Refrigerator 9000000000000 000000000000008 9 5 7 6 h 2
Fullahome aiy conditioner secececceccocsce (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1
Combined heating and co0ling eeeececsee (2) () (2) (2) (2) 1
Separate COOLINE sevvesocsccsccsocscece {2) (2) (2) (2) {2) (2)
Room alr conditionexr cecescesecececcccsce 2 (2) (2) (2) (2) 6
(2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1
2 (2) (2) (2) (2) ]
2 (2) (2) (2) 1 8
Ga' Q000000800008 9000000088000000000000 1 (2) (2) ‘z) 1 3
Electric eeceseccccssccosscsscsscecncce 5 12 6 1 h
Haahing MAChINe cecevececcoccescccnconcas 5 5 10 6 1 7
RAdIO eseovosssscossscccscscocsccsccsccne 1 (2) (2) 1 1 2
TelevisSion ceeeececesscecsscssscococcnces (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-B: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continued

REGION Il - NORTH CENTRAL

Proposed ldli.ng:m‘lco class
Characteristics Al ::; 810;200 312%200 ‘]‘5;200 ‘22;‘000
prices
$10,000 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $19,999 over
NUMBER OF HOUSES seccecsccecccccsccacecae ‘52,700 4,000 6,700 11,100 16,500 13,500
Percent distribution ececececsscscecessence 100 8 13 21 30 26
Percent distribution of houses
20¢! to specified characteristics
TYPE OF HOUSE seccsccecccccoccccccccaccas 100 100 100 100 100 100
Deuchd 0000000000000 8000000080000000000 99 m 99 99 99 lm
Semidetached and IOW seececccccececcccece (2) (2) 1 {2) (2) (2)
Unlmown 0000000000000 00s00s00000000000000 1 () (2) 1 (2) (2)
NUMBER OF STORIES ¢eccecosccnccscsccocces 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 StOXY seecereccocececrccssssccscsccncse 91 9l 9 97 92 82
Spl‘l.t level essscs h (2) ll (2) 2 10
Other cscccccccose h é 1l 1l 6 8
UnkROWMN seessscscssccovecsssssssscscscsses 1 (2) | 1 2 (2) (2)
FLOOR AREA (SQ¢ FT4) scececccsssscceccces 200 100 100 100 100 100
Less than 800 9000000000000 00000000008080 T 53 17 1 (2) (2)
800 10 999 eeesccrccccssssscsssecssccssse 25 65 L9 1
1,000 10 1,199 eecscccccacnccscsscsscccsoe 35 1n 1] 39 I 59 20
1,200 to 1,'499 200000000000 00000000000000 21 (2) h 8 28 "]
1,500 10 1,799 eeecvecscssscccsncsscsccess 6 (2) (2) 1 1 20
1,800 and OVEY ceeccccscvccscscecssccscne 6 (2) {2) 2 1 19
UNKNOWNN seeececcsccsovevscsssossscscscsse (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 2)
NUMBER OF BEDROOMS eevescsccccssscoccccce 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 bedroOmS OF 1888 ceceecccccccccccscscce 22 83 ho 16 18 8
7 17 60 76 9 85
2 b (2 (2) 6 3 7
UNKNOWN. seseeeescccscsccccsccnscssscsssssse (2) (2) {2) (2) (2) (2)
NUMBER OF BATHROOMS sesecccesccasscssccce 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathrOOM eeececveccscesescccossoscsscss 58 85 97 85 51 21
1 mplﬁu’ 1 partial bathroom ceesccccee 29 1 1 10 hs hﬁ
2 complete bathrooms seccesceccsccecscese 7 h 1 5 3 18
More than 2 complete bathroOmS ececesccce b 1 1l (2) 1 13
No bathroom sececescovecsscsssossccccccss 1 8 (2) (2) (2) (2)
UDINOWn seececsccccsccncoscssccscsccccsse 1 1 (2) (2) (2) (2)
BASEMENT seeecccccccoccceccvcscssccescose 100 100 100 100 100 100
Full or partial basement cececccccccscoce 69 18 311 63 89 83
No basement eececccovecsscccsccaccsscsces 30 82 66 37 11 17
9 12 29 11 h 3
a T0 37 26 7 1
1 (2 (2) (2) (2) (2)
100 100 100 100 100 100
27 by 57 32 12 2
No basement ceceesccoccccsscocsscosssse 23 h3 55 30 10 m
With basement ceeecscecscccccsccscccsnce h 1 2 2 2 10
No utility TOOm cececccscsccoccescoccecce 67 53 ll3 6o 86 69
UNKNOWN sscecosesessccsssscsnscossvcccnse 6 3 (2) 8 2 7
GARAGE FACILITIES eecescocccasccoccocsccs 100 100 100 ) 100 100 100
GATEEE] ceevsvcsccesccsscescsessscscecee bl 29 35 29 35 72
Carport only eeeccccscscsscoscssacesscece 6 6 15 2 5
No garage Or CARIPOrt cecececsccccsccssces ko 65 62 55 62 23
UnKnown ececsccsccescesescecessssesccsane 1 (2) {2) 1 1 (2)
FIREPLACE sovececcscocsssscescocscccscace 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 fireplace seescccce 22 ) (2) h 20 56
2 ﬁrophcea OF MOX'G cecevecccscsosoncoce h (2) (2) (2) h 10
¥No ﬁrophce 000000000000 nctrtvosnone 7 100 87 96 75 32
UnKnown sececeesccossssccsscvcessesecesses 3 (2) 13 {2) 1 2

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-B: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

REGION 1l - NORTH CENTRAL— CONTINUED

Proposed selling.price class
Characteristios A ]thnn‘ - 810%200 312%200 ’15{,200 '2:"‘200
prices | $10,000 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $19,999 over
Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION esececcecccccs 100 100 100 100 100 100

MaSONXY eeecesessccsscecescocesssssccscen 15 8 2 2 20 30

801id Drick secsceccesscccscscssscscece 3 (2) (2) {2) 3 7,

Mck f.dng [ I X AR X RN SRRENSNERENEN NN R J n (2) (2) 2 16 23

Other masonry .. 1 8 2 (2) 1 (2

Frame seeecescesee eh 92 98 9% % 70

Brick facing eeecesscce 37 (2) 13 35 50 ll7

Brick and wood f.cing secscsess h 1 (2) 1 5 8

Wood fRCINE esecccescscssscscocassoccns 30 60 53 L7 18 12

Asbestos ahingle facing seesececscccces 9 23 29 12 3 (2)

StUCCO sevesssseccscecssscecsossssscase (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

Other £aCing eecvsccsesssscesscacscscss h 8 3 3 3

All other construction seeesceccecocccsce (2) (2) (2) {2) 1 (2)

Unknown 900000000000 000000000 00000000000 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) {2)

INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION cecccscscscese 100 100 100 100 100 100

Plaster seccesecccscsescsccccscccsccosase 57 15 29 37 17 78

Dry wall cececccscocccsccsecccescessccsne n 83 n 63 23 21

UnKNown sseccccscscoce eeescsssscssssene 2 2 (2) (2) (2) 1l

HEATING FACILITIES ececccssvccoccsscasses 100 100 100 100 100 100

Hot water “esecsscecccscecesscssscsscsese 3 2 (2) 2 2 8

Warm-air furnace (ductl) R 9’4 76 97 97 98 92

Varmeair space heater (no ducts) eessecese 1l 16 (2) 1 (2) (2)

No heat:lng facility installed ceccessoces (2) . 3 (2) (2) (2) (2)

UNKNOWN eeeecssccescosossssssesssssssccsss 2 3 3 (2) (2) 2
OTHER EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES:s PERCENT
OF HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED

IN SELLING PRICE:®

Window SCreens cccevecsscsceccsceccccccce 69 78 82 68 61 69

DOOr 8CI'8aNS scecssvscsscsccocsssscosssce 65 78 86 67 h6 70

21 46 U 20 31 17

26 | 12 8 5 30 51

S é L 1 b 10

21 6 L L 26 I

8 1 (2) 2 23

S8 2 34 37 77 81

o 1 22 3 L8 53

In 8ink ceecescvcccescscesecosssscsesse 37 1“ 22 31 h6 hh

Incinerator ceecececcccescccsscocsnnsss 3 (2) (2) (2) 2 9

Refrigerator eccesescscccsesscecscsccccces h 2 h 1 3 9

Full-home air conditioner sececccscecssces 5 (2) 2 h 2 13

Cambined heating and cooling seeeescess 3 (2) 2 1 1 7

Separate cooli.ng 0e0sssescecsvssesoveee 2 {2) (2) 3 1 6

Room ajir conditioner seeecececcecvcscscee (2) (2) (2) 1 (2) (2)

Attic f8n cesevescccccescscscssssccscecce 2 2 2 1 1 5

Food free3er’ secsccccsocsscescssscscccsen 1 (2) (2) (2) 2

5 (2) 7 k 2 7

2 (2) 2 (2) 1 3

3 (2) 1 Ly 1 b

s 2 [ 5 3 7

3 (2) 1 (2) 6 b

Television eeecececssccccsssccocvesccccee 2 (2) (2) (2) 5 1

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-C: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

REGION il - SOUTH

Proposed s -price class
Charactertstics o] T #1000 [§15,00 [ 12,000 | 15,000 | 20,000
Prices |$7,000 [$9,999 |$11,999 |$1k,999 | $19,999 | over
NUMBER OF HOUSES ccevvccscccsscccccsccccscne 1‘"‘,8& 6.@ 1&,200 10,500 18,800 13,800 8,900
Percent distribution seeeesecccccscsccscccee 100 39. 19 n‘ 25 18 12

Percent distribution of houses

according to specified characteristics

TYPE OF HOUSE seecececssescocecnsssccssscsce 100 100 100 100 100 100
200 84 96 98 98 200
(2) B 3 2 (2) (2)
(2) 1l 1 (2) 2 (2
NUMBER OF STORIES seccecoccssscoccccscocscsse 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 StOTY eeececcccsscccscosecsccsscsccsssocee 9 81 96 98 91 86
spnt 1”‘1 9000000000000 000000000800080008000 (t) (2) (2) 1 7 9
Other sccssseccsccccccscccscccsceccscsscasee 1 19 h (2) 2 s
UNKNOWN seeoscscccsscssscscsscsscssscssscsces (2) (2) (2) 1 (2) (2)
FLOOR AREA (SQ' na) ®e00ceccecscsscssscnces 100 100 100 100 100
Less than 800 0000000000000 000008000000000 56 7 3 (2) (2)
800 t0 999 seeescscssescescosecsscscssesccce 27 29 25 8 (2)

1,000 to 1,199 900000000080 ¢0002000000000000

g
BRes .S B

1,200 to 1.!‘99 000000s00000000000000000000 00 8 6 20 k2

1,500 10 15799 eovceccccssccscecscoscosccone (2) 3 1l 6 23

1,800 8Nd OVEX sececececssscscscecscoccssese (2) {2) 1 1 58
0000000000000 000003000000000000000¢ 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

NUMBER OF BEDROOMS cseoecccecccoccesccscccce 100 100 100 100 100 100

2 bedrooms Or 1e838 ssceceseivccccvecccrccsce 72 33 30 1 10 7

26 65 69 87 86 76
2 1 1 2 L 17
(2 1 (2) (2 (2) (@)
100 100 100 100 100
96 76 (-] 18 2
1 cmplm, 1 partial bathroom seeeceee 1 15 2k 2k 7
2 complete DAthYOOMS seceecceccescsscecccece 2 9 16 L9 57
More than 2 complete bathroams seeccsccsccos (2) (2) (2) 9 3
NO DathrOOm eesecesocceccsssssscccscsassccns (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
UNKNOWN ceccscsscsocsccccsssssccsssssssscsse 1 {2) {2) {2) (2)
BASEMENT cocevecscesccccsascsccecesccsscesce 100 100 100 100 100
Full or partial basement eceeccceccsccsccccee U 7 13 33 37
No basement 008000000000 00800000000000000000 86 92 86 66 62
h
kS

100

74

(2)

1

(2)

2l

1

100

3

96
On 818D secececcececccccocccscoscssascases 9 51 35 21 23
With orawl Space scececcscoccsccrscsssccee 87 n 51 ,45 39
UNKNOMM cosesevecssvsccscevcasnccassscecenses 1 (2) 1 1 1 1
UTILITY ROOM secoceevcacceccncanssssssasenss 100 100 100 100 100 100
With utility IOCR eesecvsccsvocccocrocsscces é 32 52 57 51 57
No basement cceccecccscssassccccccssascces 6 32 s1 53 1 b3
With basement cesescssssscevcsscecscsacces (2) (2) 1 h 10 lh
No utility rom ecececcocscessscvscescrencce 93 63 h5 41 43 38
UnKnOWD seeeescecsssscscecscsssssoesssscrcese 1 S 3 2 6 5
GARAGE FACILITIES sececsccsscsccccosacocscone 100 100 100 100 100 100
GaXrage 3 cecesoccscssccersvcccssocsscsccssee 32 6 23 32 30 hl 65
Carport ONlY ececevccccssccsvcssccsccssccecae 33 15 33 33 48 31 22
No garage Or carport ceseccecececccccscocees 32 78 Ly 3% 2 28 12
Unknown eeeescscsvssscsovscssccecssccscsssccsee 3 1 (2) (2) 1 (2) 1l
FIREPLACE cccecocecsccccccscocscccivscsscoce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
b ﬁrophco 6eessscooss 17 k 3 8 13 25 63
2 fireplaces O MOTe ceee 2 (2) (2) (2) (2) 1 12
No fireplace ccecccscoses 78 96 97 9N 87 72 25
Unknown eecesscccececes e0cescccocsrvrvonee 3 (2) (2) 1 (2) 2 (2)

See footnotes on page 55,
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Table 11-C: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continued

REGION [l - SOUTH— CONTINUED

Proposed selling-price class
Characteristics Al I‘“" s ‘7;200 310;200 312;200 815;200 '22!'300
Prices 47,000 |$9,999 |$11,999 |$1,999 [$19,999 | over
Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics
EXTERTOR WALL CONSTRUCTION escccceccccccccsse 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 6 27 21 b L3 18 30
3 1 (2) 1l 1 6 12
Brick facing 0000000000000 000000000000¢000 8 1 21 h 5 h 12
Other MABONYY oocccsccccescocccsscssccvece 8 h 6 16 9 8 6
FraMme ecccccscccscccecscsosceccoccccsccccces 78 9o 73 79 85 82 70
Brick facing ceeccceoccscceccccceccoscasce ho 1 n 37 58 60 53
Brick and wood facing eeceeccccecoscccccce 9 1 2 8 15 12 12
Wood £acing eessecscsscccsccssvocecccscces 18 56 37 21 8 6 2
Asbestos shingle facing eeecccccscccccccee 9 32 19 1n 3 1 (2
StUCCO sessssescscsccsosssscsscccoscsnccse (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 2 (2)
Other f‘cing 900000000000 00000000000000000 2 h ,4 2 1 3 3
A1l other construction secececsccccscscccose (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
UDNKNOWR eeeseeccscssssssssssssssssncacsrcosce 3 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION ccecescccccsccccn 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster sececceccsccosecccsseccssssccrcocose 28 1 1 28 38 34 ué
Dry wall seccecceccsscesscessscocsccssccscen 69 99 86 72 62 66 Sk
mm 900000000800 000008000000300000000000 3 (z) (z) (z) (2) ‘2) (z)
HEATING FACILITIES cececcccseccsscccvccccces 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot water® ©0000000000000000000000000000000 1 (2) (2) {(2) 1 5 2
Warm-gir furnace (du.c“) ®000cscccoccssctoce w 2 53 hl 80 79 81
Warm-gir space heater (no ducts) eececcccces 26 S1 3 50 1 12 12
No heating facility installed ceecscccecesse 9 h6 n 9 k h 2
UDKNOWN qeccvssotssoscscctsssscsecssncssscce h 1 1 (2) 1 (2) 3
OTHER EQUIPMENT AND AFPPLIANCES: PERCENT OF
HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED IN
SELLING PRICE: >
Window screens cecececsecccsces ss0c0ccsese 9 93 90 % 96 92 %
DOOr SCTeeNns cescececcsvccsscce s00ccsvece 93 95 90 95 96 91 93
Storm WindOWs cecceccsccsscetscsccscsccsocese 3 (2) h (2) 5 6 5
Coold.ng BLOVE cecevevcoseccccscscncncocscnse 2h (2) ]-h 8 10 u 72
GA8 cessveccncscscscesesscccccoccocvocsces 8 (2) 12 é 3 1 1
ElectricC secesccsccsscsccasccsscccscccsces 16 (2) 2 2 7 30 61
DishwaSher secececccsccccscssccscsssosccsces 12 (2) (2) 2 5 16 58
Exhaust fan (kitchen) 000000000000 000000000e 3h (2) 12 26 38 ha 71
Garbage disposal WNit ceecesvescscoccsscnces 15 (2) 2 L 6 26 58
In 8ink seeecvccccccsesscesosscscssseccnes ]-h (2) 2 h 6 21& 56
Incinerator cescccescsccsscccscesscssccece 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) 2 2
Reﬁ':l.gera‘bor $0800008000000000000000000000800 7 (2) {2) 1 1 13 29
Fullehome air conditioner eseeccceccsccccccee 9 (2) (2) 1 12 10 39
Combined heating and coo]ing 00cccscsscsce 7 (2) (2) 1 8 7 33
Sepa.rate cooling ®60c0ccescssessvsssccsses 2 (2) (2) (2) h 3 6
Room air conditioner 1 (2) 1 (2) b 1 b
Attic fan ceceeeee ssecscoo 1 (2) 7 16 12 13 15
Food freezer ... esecne 1 (2) (2) (2) 1 2 2
Clothes dryer 00000ccscsvsestsocnssictecrcee 2 {2) (2) (2) 2 (2) 8
m 0006008000000 00000000080000020000000000 0 1 (2) (2) (2) 1 (z) 3
Electric cvceccoccccscoccoscocsscccsccscee 1 (2) (2) (2) 1 (2) 5
Washing machine ceeceecesccsccscsscacssccces 2 (2) 1 1 2 2 8
Mio 0000000000000 000000066000000000080000800 2 (z’ (z) ‘z) 1 3 7
Television ceceeveccscscscsccsscsssccccssesse (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1 2

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-D: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected choracteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

REGION 1V - WEST

Proposed ulli.n;price class

than

Characteristics ,,ﬁ%e. Less 010;200 3121,_‘200 015;200 322!,300
$10,000 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $19,999 over

NUMBER OF HOUSES eveesscccccoccccscecnces| ©5ky300 1,900 6,500 17,900 18,100 8,000
Percent distribution cesecessccscecscecee 100 h 13 33 33 15

Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics

TYPE OF HOUSE seccccccosccscecscocsccsces 100 100 100 100 100 100
Detached C80000R0000000000000000000000000 99 lm lw lm lm lm
Semidetached and YOW cececssscavscoscscee {2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
UnKnoOWN seseveosacscsssssccccescocosscsse 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
100 100 100 100 100 100

97 100 100 98 98 92

Split level ceseseccecsescssscscsccescane 1 (2) (2) 1 1 7
ohher G000 QC 00000000000 000000000000 000 1 (z) (2) 1 1 1
UnNKnoWN eeecsccccesscscsocscssosscssssese 1 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
FLOOR ARFA (SQ. FTu) ececccosocccsssccaces 100 100 100 100 100 100
Less than 800 ceeveccocossccrscerocoscsse (2) 10 (2) (2) {2) {(2)
em to 999 .’......'................ LA X 9 89 22 9 2 (2)
1,000 to 1,199 .. 31 1 73 s7 9 (2)
1,200 to 1’h99 LT Y Y YT Y YYYYYYY Y Y 1) ese L2 (2) S 33 76 i
1,500 10 1,799 secccccccsncecscscoscscnse 11 {2) (2) 1 10 52
1,8“) and OVEr' seceeessccccssscsccnscsone 6 (2) {2) (2) 3 3"
UNKNOWN eecscossscessosscssssscocsésccssss 1 {2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
NUMBER OF BEDROOMS sseveeeeseccnccecccsse 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 bedrooms OF 1e8S seesccccceveccscscssoe 16 87 22 21 3 1!‘
69 13 78 h 76 51

11 (2) (2) 5 21 35

UNKNOWN seececsvcssoseccsssoscsccccssscss 1 {2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
NUMBER OF BATHROOMS seecesesceccscsccscses 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathmm G000 RRCCRLPO0ROGSSIRRSINIOISROIRGIOYS 31 93 69 h6 12 2
1 complete, 1 pﬂmal bathroom seeeececes 21 2 9 35 21 8
2 complete Pathroms eecececscvsvescccnce ,-ll (2) 22 19 6,4 61
More than 2 complete bathrooms scecesssce 5 (2) (2) (2) 3 29
NO bathroom eeesscecccccccssccesoscssccses 1 (2 (2) 2) (2)
Unknown eeceeseoe esvcee sscscesssree 1 (2) (2) {2) (2) (2)
BASEMENT cceceesccccscsscsccccsssaccccces 100 100 100 100 100 100
Full or parﬁal basement seccecoccsvscess 27 19 28 35 21 29
NO basement csesecccsccsccsscscosescessse 72 81 72 65 79 71

On 818D seececeescccosvscssssvcccessses

With crawl BPACE ceeccvscscesssscorcsssce 63 65 68 57 67 68
UnKNOWN ceeoecscscssscssssscsscocssescnse (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

UTILITY ROOM sececccccccccccccsccccccccne
With utility room ececccssccsccscscessnce

100 100 100 100

38 38 26 4o
3 (2) 6 6
62

(2) (2) 1 (2)

UnknowN eeeeccccssssccsceccssccssssssscse

9

1

100

I

35

58

1l

GARAGE FACILIHB s000beeseecsvccsosrnsso 100
Ge.rage 3 900000000000000000060000000000000 75 29 h6 65 93

Carport only eescesceccvccsccccscsceccces 10

No garage Or Carport ecccecsceescecssoccce 13

2

100

53

2

Ly

1l

UNKNOWN sevecsccssssccsccsssscsssnsssossce

FIREPLACE cevsevccccocce
1 ﬁ.x‘ephce essosscscecee e0cvccscccscose
2 fireplaces Or WMOX'e ceesscccscsscssacoce
NO fireplac® seesceecsccccesseccscsccccce

UnknoWn esecccccescscssssocssessssssccccse

(2) (2) 1 1 n
96 88
2 (2) (2 1 (2)

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-D: New nonfarm l-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

REGION [V - WEST--CONTINUED

Proposed selling.price class
Garacttrrion | e [ 0,00 | 12,00 | 5,00 | 000
prices | $10,000 | 811,999 | $4,999 | 829,999 | over
Pervent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics
EXTERTOR WALL CONSTRUCTION ecececvccccess 100 100 100 200 100 100
Hasonry 000000000 000000000000000000000000 18 21 36 25 é 18
S01id brick ececscccocssccsssvescesscsce 1 0 (2) (2) 1 5
Brick facing 0..000..000000."0..000.0. 13 n 16 22 5 13
Other MASONTY eoee toscecscesscanes l‘» 5 20 3 (2) (2)
Frame ececsseescsses 82 19 &‘ 75 9h 81
Brick facing ececescee 2 (2) 5 1 3 (2)
Brick and wood facing eeeecsces [ h 3 3 h 6
Wood £aCing ececssessscsecccccccsssncee 17 2 22 19 15 8
Asbestos shingle facing eesecscecscosce 2 20 (2) h (2) (2)
StUCCO esvssecesesessecssssssssscsscsee 56 31‘ 3’4 h? 72 66
Other facing 000000000000 0000000000 0000 1 (2) (2) 1 (2) 1
All other construction seeccscccscscsscce (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1
Unknown L Y Y Y Y] (2) {2) (2) 2) (2) (2)
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eecocccccecese 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster sscesceccccscssascssccccccscccsns Sl 35 a3 63 N
Dry wall seceescoccccesccccoscoscscsscscs ks 68 66 55 37 26
Unknown eesccecoccscsscsssssccsscsscccsse 1 (2) 1 (2) (2) 2
HEATING FACILITIES scsceccccvcccoss .o 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot mm‘ eeocesesenesesvcvcccrce oo (2) (2) (2) (2) 1 (2)
Warmeair furnace (mts) eccsesecsescesos 81 w 66 70 95 100
Warm-air space heater (no ducts) eececcee 17 k7 33 30 L (2)
No heating facility installed esecececcece (2) 10 1 (2) 2 (2)
9000000000000 0c000000000000000000 2 (!) (2) (2) (2) ' {2)
OTHER EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES: PERCENT ]
OF HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED i
IN SELLING PRICE:S ;
Window SCreens eeeccecscssssccsccssscccocs 90 72 ah 9h 9 N
DOOr SCreens cecessecscsssssscsncescssoce 70 55 70 79 &‘» 61
Storm windows ceecesccccsccccsscvcccococe 7 (2) (2) 13 9 {2)
36 un s 12 58 70
25 8 s 8 a k7
1 3 (2) N 17 23
b4 2) 2 1 15 2)
68 15 sh 63 80 76
7 13 u6 61 8 (9
In 8ink ceecessccccscecsccssccocccossns 67 13 h6 61 78 80
Incinerator eecececscsccscecscscocosocse h (2) (2) (2) (2) 27
Refrigerator’ cececcccsccccccccosscccccece 3 5 3 3 3 5
Full-home air conditioner sececececccsces 7 (2) (2) 7 10 5
Combined heating and cooling eseeceesces 6 (2) (2) 5 10 s
Separate cooling seccscecscsseccesscens 1 {2) {2) 2 (2) (2)
Room air conditioner ceevcscccscccsccsces {2) (2) (2) 1 (2) 1
Attic fan $s0svsesccsvesssesesvcensessces 2 {2) (2) 2 3 1
Pood freezer ccescceccccccscscccccoccssce 1 2 (2) 2 2 2
Clothes d:ryer €00000000000000000000000000 2 (2) 2 (2) 3 5
G‘s G800 00ss0000C000 (z’ (z’ 1 (2) (!) 2
2 (2) 1 (2) 3 3
Washing machine eeee 2 (2) 2 1 2 L
Radio cecescovccscscses 2 (2) (2) (2) 3 5
Television cesccccecsccccocccccccsscscose (2) (2) (2) (2 (2) (2)

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 13-E: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected choracteristics, by location and selling-price cless, 1956--Continved

METROPOLITAN AREAS!®

Proposed ullinjg-pnce class

Characteristics al Less $10 ;200 312%200 '15;200 "223200
prices than
$10,000 | $11,999 $1h, 999 $19,999 over

NUMBER OF HOUSES ovsvvseesssensensosesses | 13168,800 | 17,000 | 18,800 | 43,700 | 49,700 | 35,000
Percent distribution cecseccccccccoccccce 10 11 26 21

Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics

Detached sececscscssccssscocccvescvscoces 97 87 98 98
Semidetached and YOW ssececccccsccoccscee 12 2 2

TYPE OF HOUSE 0000000008000 0000000000000 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 (2

Unimown 0000008000000 008000000000000000000 1 1 {(2) (2)
00

99
) (2)
(2)

NUMBER OF STORIES ¢eseccccecscccoccccssce 1
1 SLOTY eeeccscccecsccscssesascaccsssscse
Split Secsecssseveesvenvorersssesens
Other eecevecscasccscsscscescccsccssssnces

UNKNOWN ceeescecscossesvossssccosssscscsce

85

7

7

1

FLOGR AREA (5Q. FTe) ereccoss 100

Less than 800 scccecessccccie l‘
800 t0 999 eeeocccccccccsccscsssssecstnce ]5 3k

3

27

1n

8

2

1,000 to 1,199 ®esccesccsnseccsscccsvanee
l,zw to 1,1199 ®ecvesssvvscisesncescvncoe
l’sw w 1,799 ...........'.I............
1,800 and OVEr ecesssosescscecsccsssecsse

Unknown 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000

(2) . (2) (2) 1

NUMBER OF BEDROMMS secovecvrccoccscsccscce 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 bedrooms Or 1eSS seseccsccsccesvcsccsns 15 ll)-l 2'4 16 10 5
3 bedroOmS seecccccscscssscscecscssscscce 7h sk 76 80 79 72

[ IXT XY XYY ] 9

1

escessece 2 1 (2) (2) (2) (2)

NUMBER OF BATHROOMS ¢ccscvccccccccccsccsce 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathroOm ceeesessccecscssessssscssccese !‘3 91‘ 76 SS 26 9
1l oomplete, 1l m&l bathIoOm sesecscsee 23 1 10 26 30 25
2 complete bathroOmS cececeecsccscsscssss 2'4 1 13 18 ho 37
More than 2 conplete bathrooms cseeecsccee 8 (2) l l h 29
No bathIOOm sseecccscsssssesscsccecocscosne (2) 2 (2} (2) (2) (2)
Unknown ceccesvesccecssscscccescscocsccce 2 (2) {2) (2) (2)
wm GO0 DNCOBCCECCIVO0O00OOCROIINSETPOQNIS m lm lm lm m lm
Full or partial basement seeececcecccccse L8 ul 29 L7 k9 64
No basmmt 00000000009 0008000800000000 0 50 86 70 52 51 36
On 818D cesescescccccccccecsscsesscocee 15 40 2l 16 12 6
With crawl SPACO eeesceccevscccssocccce 35 h6 h6 36 39 30
UnKnown eeececssscececssssecsscscscscocse 2 (2) 1 1 (2) {2)

peg
328

8
388
8u8

AW
b=
N
-3
W
-3
N
-3
W
L)
BEREE

No utility IOOm eececesccccescssscccsccee 62

Unimown 900000000000 000000000000000000000 7

n&r
RS
3
£
w

GARAGE PACILITIES secceccccoccceccccoccce 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ga:ngo’ ©0000000000000000000000000000000 S7 25 L3 3] 62 82
Carport Only ceeccccecoccsocscsscsvscecce 12 22 21 16 7 6
No garage or carport seecscceccccccescece 29 53 34 32 N 12
Unimown

0000000000000 000000000000000080000

2
FIREPLACE cecescoccosscocsscccscacocccsns 100 100
1l ﬁ!“pme e0000000000000000 escesccce 33 1 5 17 I.ls 69
3 10
61 18
3 3

2 fireplaces Or mMOYe ceee secee (2) (2) (2) 2
No fireplace cecvccccecs eseccee 99 9l 83 52
UNKNOWN seeccsccccsccsccscscsccssscscssose {2) 1 {2) 1

See footnotes on page S5.
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Table 11-E: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

METROPOLITAN AREAS - conTinuED

Proposed selling-price class

Less $10,000 $12,000 $15,000 $20,000
Characteristics Al than ",p ;o H u’ad

to
prices | 415,000 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $19,999 over

Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eececsceccccce 100 100 100 100 100 100

20 2l 26 19 16 23

3 1 1 1 N 7

Brick facing 000000000000 00000000000000 12 18 8 13 9 ]-h
Other MASONYY cecccsscesssscsevssscsscce 5 5 17 5 3 2
Frame cecosccccccesccsccoccssssscccoscces 79 76 74 81 8L g
Brick facing $0000c00000000000000000000 25 h 18 25 321 28
Brick and wood fﬁmg ®ecseccsccssecsee 7 2 8 5 8 1n
Wood facing eeecscecocscccoscccsssccsse 22 51 30 2h 12 19
Asbestos !hingla facing eescesccccscnsee 5 12 5 7 2 1
Stucco eecscccosscssscee 18 3 n 19 27 16
Other facing cececscvecscccccscccssccce 2 L 2 1 1 2
All other construction seecsecccccccccccce (2) (2) (2) (2) {2) {2)
UNKNOWN cesesesccssssscscsscscscscsoscses 1 (2} (2) (2) (2) {2)
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eseecccccscscee 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster ceecscsscccccscscscccsssssccsccss h? 13 33 ,43 63 62
Dry wall cecoceeccceccscesccccscasccascce 51 86 67 57 37 38
UNKnOWN ecececcesesccscscocsccsnsscocccsce 2 1 (2) (2) (2) (2)
HEATING ecccsecocscscoscsscccscccsscvscces 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot water® .oeeccecrccccescscsccccsccnces 9 1 3 7 3 16
Wameair furnace (d“ctﬂ) ®esscssscvsccscns 76 59 70 75 92 8o
Warmealir space heater (no ducts) ecececes n 29 21 16 L 3
No heating facility installed secececcsce 2 10 1 2 1 (2
Unknown eececesscesccesccscccsscscascscoss 2 1 1 (2) (2) 1

OTHER EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES: PERCENT
OF HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED
IN SELLING PRICE: °

Window SOTeens eeccscecccsccccscsce 75 85 80 73 72 70

DoOr S8Creens seecceccccece 66 83 76 66 55 6).‘

Storm windows cessceccecssccscescrscncess 9 3 3 8 1 8

Cooking StOVe ceecesccecccsescscssccscscse 37 11 1 19 Ly 70

GaB seecceseccccscccscscssscscscscsccse 16 12 8 10 2h 19

ElectricC seeccecoscccsccscsssssscosocse 21 2 3 9 25 51
Dishwasher ceecscsccssscscccscsscscssssss 13 (2) 2 3 12

Exhaust fan (ld.tchen) ®ee0scss0000ssncce 59 10 37 51 7'4 85

Garbage disposal ULt eeeeveccsssccssccce h3 6 23 37 53 62

40 6 23 37 s2 52

3 (2) (2) (2) 1 10

6 1 2 2 6 16

5 (2) (2) l 5 1]

Combined heating and cooling eeeccecoses 3 (2) (2) 1 L 10

Separate cooling e00cscsscssosscsscccce 2 (2) (2) 1 h

Room air conditioner ceeccesccsceccccccscs 1 (2) (2) (2) {2) 3

Attic fan ceescocsccscecccscscsscaccsssce 3 1 3 2 ()

Food IYBEZOY sevcscocccctsvsescsscsccrcace b § (2) (2) (2) 1 2

Clothes Aryer seeecseesccscccccccccccscse 3 1l 3 2 6

2 1 3 2 2 y

3 1 3 3 2 6

RRdiO eeveseveceesecossscssccsscscnscsnes 2 (2) (2) 1 L 5

Telovision cecesceccccsccsveccccarescacace 1 «{2) (2) (2) (2) 1

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11-F: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continved

NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS

Proposed selling-price class

Less |$7,000 |$10,000 |$12,000 | $15,000 |$20,000
Characteristics All t :-.o to % and

to
prices g7 000 |$9,999 |$11,999 |$1L,999 |$19,999 | over

NUMBER OF MOUSES eecesoccocoscocovcscsvessss| 3249,800 [ 5,000 | 6,400 | 9,600 | 16,500 | 7,400 | L,600
Porcent distribution ecececcessssccscocscocs 300 10 13 19 33 15 9

Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics

TYPE OF HOUSE cecesccccscccccccsccccccceccse 100 100 100 100 100 100 | 100
Detached eececesssesssscccsccssscssnsaccscss 99 100 99 98 100 100 | 96
Semidetached and I'OW scececesccccesssscssccss 1 (2) (2) 1 (2) (2) 'J
UNKNONT! seeeevcvecsssccccscsssvssscosssscssce (2) (2) 1 1 (2) (2) (2)
NUMBER OF STORIES ceescccccvescssccscccscsce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 SLOTY eecesscccscoccscvscoccscscescoccsces 97 9% 100 100 98 92 W
Split level cececcsecveccecccscsccssccscscae 2 (@) (2) (2) 2 [ N
Other secccesscsccsccssccsscescsscsccssvccse 1 5 (2) {2) (2) 2 2

0600000080000 0006000000000000000000000 (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)

FIOOR AREA (SQo FT.) ¥eeeesscscsconcessnocer

1,200 to 1,1[99 L Y Yy R R Y N Y)
1,500 to 1,799 9000000000000 0000000000000000
1’8m and ovex‘ G008 000000000000000000000000480

UnKnoW!! eessececsscsssssocosssecssssssosessss

NUMBER OF BEDROOMS essecoscosscccescccsssccce
2 bedrooms Or 1e8S scecssccecccessscsccssccss

3 (2) (2) |
(2) (2) (2)

=
[

UNKNOWN cecoescosscssecssccscnssccossssscsse

mm OF mﬂmms @00 QGBS CLEOLOSOIIGNRIOIOSIOITIS
1 Dathroom seesceccccocssecscesscssscssceces
1 complete, 1 partial bathroom seeeesvecccee
2 complete bathroOms eeeesccsccsessccssscece
More than 2 complete bathrooms seececcccccce
NO Dathroom sececsccscececsscccccsssscscccce

68 95 92 82 39 8

1
2 (2) (2) (2) 2 35
a (2) (2) (2) (2) (2)
(2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2

UNKNOWN ¢eeescesscecescccsccsscecccscnscccce

msmmT 00000000000 CPICCIOCOINRPINOIOINDS
Full or partial basement ceececee

No basement sesecccsccsvscscccccsccsscscssnne

100
10
26
25
2y
6
9
(2)
100
38
s9
3
(2)
100
70
13
10
4
3
(2)
sesseseo 100 -
sesssene 27 8 12 lh 29 ll}.l. 58
73 92 88 86 70 56 k2
18 6 S 37 20 9 17
s
(2)
100
57
51
6
i
2
100
26
32
Ink
1l
100
29
2
67
2

(2) (2) (2) 1 (2) (2)

On 818D ceececsecesccscescscssscscssessccee
With crawl 8PACE seccsvcccccscccscsccocsoe

UNKNOWN eeecesscsscvscssccssescssscccscaccne

UTILITY ROM seeeecccccccccsescsscsssccscscse
With utility 10O ceescceccccocccsencosscsne
No basement cescececccccsssccccsscssscccss
With basement cececececescscccccecccccesce

7 59 7h 67 53 L3
7 59 7 58 hg 33

{2) 3 2 b 1 1
100 100 100 100 100 100

UNKNOWN eesesesccosesssscccsssososccsssccces

GARAGE FACILITIES eescoscvecccccccescccacass
Garage 3 decsccscessccscsceccssssscrrscscces
Carport Only 00000000000 00000000000000000000
No garage Or carport eeessceeccscccessccccoce

UNKNOWN eeccsccccsssscsscsssscssssncssscscce

85 51 ué 38 20 10
(2 (2) (2) 1l (2) 1

100 100 100 100 100 100

S 7 27 26 hé 60

(2) (2) (2) (2)
95

No fireplace sescecsccccoccccesccccsssccsccse
UNKnOWN ccecscoescecccocsccoscscesscsssccscce

(2) (2) 10 (2) ! (2)

See footnotes on page 55.
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Table 11.F: New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics, by location and selling-price class, 1956--Continued

NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS-- CONTINUED

Proposed selling-price class
Characteristics aa | Less T#7,000 10,000 [§12,000 [415,000 [$20,000
prices |g7 000 |$9,999 |$11,999 814,999 |$19,999 | over
Percent distribution of houses
according to specified characteristics
EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION eececcccoscsccccs 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
MaBONYY essseescoceccecccccssoncssscscscccee I 15 5 L 2 h 23
80144 Lrick cececccccsccscsssscssscsnscsse b 1 (2) 1 1 (2) 2
1 b 2 1 (2 2 a
2 13 3 2 1 2 (2)
S 8s 95 96 98 96 76
Brick facing 00e0s00c0000000000000000 00000 28 1 15 19 36 h3 ‘ID
Brick and wood facing eeccescsccecccsccsce 8 2 1 3 13 5 16
Wood f&cj-ng 0000080000000000000000000000008 31 lll 18 29 35 35 12
Asbestos shingle f£acing ecescesccsscccoces 2 37 S5 29 10 8 (2)
StUCCO sevesssceccecccssscncsscssssscsecse 1 (2{‘ 1 3 3 (2) 1
Other facing $0000000000000000000000000000 5 5 1l 5 7
All other construction sescecsssese soce (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1
UnKnown eecessccccccssccvcscscossosscscsscse (2) (2} (2) (2) (2) (2)
INTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION esesccccoscovecee 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Plaster seseeccccccssssccccssssscesscccsnone 28 L 13 16 33 42 66
Dry wall ceecevcssccesscsccsccccssscscssesce 72 9% 87 Bh 67 58 3k
UNKNOWN eevecsvessssssssesccsscscscsnssncone (2) (2) 2) {2) (2) (2) (2)
HEATING FACILITIES eevccecscscsscccscncsocce 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot “m‘ €0000000000000000000000000000000 5 (2) 12 4 2 5 m
Warm-air furnace (dnctl) se0ss000000 XXX 63 9 2h 58 86 81‘ 7
Warmeair space heater (no ducts) esoe 22 38 52 38 10 9 7
No hoating faci]ity installed ceeee senose 8 52 12 1l 2 (2) 1
Unknown eeeecececssssscscccssssccccscssscces 2 1 (2) 1 (2) 2 5
OTHER EQUIPMENT AND APPLTANCES: FPERCENT OF
HOUSES WITH SPECIFIED ITEMS INCLUDED IN
SELLING PRICE: 5
Window 8CIreens sececsscessccvcccocacccssscee 81‘ ah 79 82 83 89 85
DOOr SCX'eenS eecvescssecsscscoscscsosscscsee 8l 85 78 83 83 89 86
9 S 2 ] 12 17 3
18 3 11 26 19 26 38
9 3 L 19 10 S 9
n (2) 7 7 9 21 29
DishwasheYr seesssecsesescccscsccssesecessoce 3 (2) (2) 2 (2) 2 19
Exhaust fan(ld.tchen) e nnnnnnmmoO hl (2) 23 50 53 h7 ha
Garbage diaposal WNLE eeesececcoscscscessses h (2) (2) 7 1 2 2
In 8INK ceevesscccccccscsessccssscososeces h (2) (2) 7 1 2 19
Incinerator ceecscecsccesseccscocssscscsce (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 3
Refﬂ.gerator 9000000000000 000000000000 000000 h (2) 1 h h 3 8
Full-home air conditioner ceeeeccsesevescesce 0 (2) 1 2 16 16 24
Combined heating and co0ling eecececcccces 9 (2) (2) 2 13 15 23
Separate coo]ing s00000000000000e soee 1 (2) (2) {2) 3 1 1
Room alr conditioner ssescessscsses XYY (2) (2) 1 (2) (2) (2) 1
Attic £aN sescevssecsssecsccssssscscosssosss 13 {2 15 14 13 19 12
Food freezer scescessscccsscssscsnsscssscase 1 {2) (2) 3 (2) {2) 1
Clothes Aryer’ eecesecccccescesscccssssccccce 3 (2) (2) L 2 1 6
(A8 cecevcccscvcsncescecsscecsrooccstescone b § (2) (2) 1 (2) 1 h
ElectriC ceceeccsccsescscssccccsscssscscee 2 (2) (2) 3 2 A2) 2
Washing machine seeeccosscscoccecsccccscccse 3 (2) 1 S 3 1 8
Radio eeecvsescccecsccessscsecscscscsesccnses (2) (2) (2) 1 (2) (2) (2)
Television seeecescsscescsssccessssccccsosse (2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 1 2)

See footnotes on page 55.
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Footnotes to tables 11lA.11F,

1 Includes 700 houses (2 percent of the total) for which the selling price was unknown,

2 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent.

3 Includes a small percentage of houses with both a garage and a carport.

% Includes a small percentage of houses with steam heating systems,

5 Based on the number of houses for which data for a particular item were reported. The number of

units for which data were not obtained varied for the different items, but in no case exceeded 2,5 percent
of the total, Data in this table represent the proportion of unite for which builders, as a general prac-
tice, include the specified equipment or appliance in the selling price of a new house.

Digitized for FRASER

6 Includes 900 houses (2 percent of the total) for which the selling price was unknown,

7 Includes 2,000 houses {3 percent of the total) for which the selling price was unknown,

8 Includes 1,200 houses (2 percent of the total) for which the selling price was unknown,

9 Includes some houses equipped with both a garbage disposal unit in the sink and an incinerator.
10 The 168 standard metropolitan areas as defined in the 1950 Census.

11 Includes 4,600 houses (3 percent of the total) for which the selling price was unkmown.

32 Includes 300 houses (L percent of the total) for which the selling price was unknown.

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals.
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Table 12. New nonfarm 1-family houses: Selected characteristics in metropolitant and nonmetropolitan areas
in the South and other regions, 1956

A1l regions South ! All other regions
Metro~ | Nommetro- Metro. | Nonmetro- Metro~ | Nonmetro=
Characteristics politan | politan politan | politan politan | politan
areas areas areas ‘areas areas areas
NUMBER OF HOUSES eoveseeesssesssee | 168,800 | 49,800 48,500 | 26,300 120,300 | 23,500
Median proposed selling price .... | $15,300 | $12,700 $13,220 | $12,230 $16,150 | $13,080
Average floor area (8q, fts) eceee 1,250 1,170 1,250 1,220 1,250 1,110
Percent distribution of houses according to specified characteristics
PROFOSED SELLING PRICE cecsococcee 100 100 100 100 100 100
Less than ’7,000 ee0s000c000000000 2 10 5 16 (2) 3
‘7,000 to '9’999 G00s0c0ccsssccsse 8 13 21 16 h 10
’10,000 to m’999 sescsscsscccsee 11 19 ]3 16 10 23
*12,0& to ’111,999 L R XY E Y 26 33 23 29 27 38
‘15)000 to *19’999 eecsesecscecone 29 15 20 15 3L 1
‘20,000 and over cee se0ss0sccee 21 9 n‘ 8 23 1
Unknown secesescecce seccccecene 3 1 ’4 (2) 2 1
FLOCR AREA (SQe FTo) ecececccecsce 100 100 100 100 100 100
Less than 800 eeesccccsccscecsccee ,-l 10 5 11 h 9
800 t0 999 sececcsccctcesscesccces 15 26 12 17 16 36
1,000 10 1,199 cecccscsccsscscsces 33 ! 25 37 24 n 25
1’2w to 1’h99 0000900000000 0000 8 27 ? 21‘ 20 31 29 17
1,500 10 1,799 eecccsecsacsccscose n 6 13 8 11 3
1’800 and OVer secescsccsscsccsssce 8 9 9 9 8 9
UnknoWn escesesesccccscecsscccscese 2 (2) ,4 (2) 1 1
NUMBER OF BEDROMMS sceceesvcsccoce 100 100 100 100 100 100
2 bedrooms Or less cececcccccccsce 15 38 16 3’4 ! 15 hh
3 bedroams seeccceccvsccsscccsssce 7 59 76 6L | 73 53
ll. bedroms Or MOTE secscccscsccsocs 9 3 5 2 1 3
Unknown eeececcccsscscscccssccncee 2 (2) 3 (2) 1 (2)
NUMBER OF BATHROOMS csececccccccse 100 100 100 100 100 100
1 bathroom ceeececccscscccccoscease 43 70 L9 64 : Lo 79
More than 1 bathroom e¢esececcecoce 55 27 h6 3 59 20
NO Dathrom seeecccscccsccscecssssse (2) 3 1 5 (2) 1
UniNOWN seescesessesssccssessscscse 2 (2) L (2) 1 (2)
EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION e¢ccecee 100 100 100 100 100 100
H‘aonry $0000009000000000600000008008 20 h 27 5 17 2
Br.lck ®svecesseevssesecccssse 15 2 16 3 15 1
Other MASONTY scccecsscsccccssse 5 2 1n 2 2 1
Frame seceecessecscocsccocsscocese 79 94 70 95 83 9h
Brick facing e00000eec0scrscer 32 36 1‘6 55 26 11}
Wood fm Seccencssnsscenssees 22 31 19 17 23 h8
Asbestos shingle faocing .eseeeee 5 22 3 19 6 24
stnoco V0ROV NCCVICOIONIOIOISOIONONOIOITRNYS 18 1 (2) (2) 26 2
Other f.c:l.ng 000000000000 0008000 2 5 2 ll 2 6
411 other construction ... (2) (2) (2) (2) | (2) (2)
UNKNOWR eccesccsccscessesccscessse 1 2 3 (2) { (2) b
HEATING FACILITIES ceevcecosccncse 100 100 100 100 100 100
Hot wat eseeresssecescsosserene 9 5 2 (2) 12 1n
Warm-air furnace (ductl) eesscscce 76 63 69 i h5 78 83
Warm-air space heater (no ducts) . n 22 18 Lo 8 3
No heat:l.ng facil'l.ty installed ...e 2 8 7 13 (2) 2
U ®000000s000000000000000000 2 2 b 2 1
Percent of houses having specified characteristics
Full or plrtial basement ccesvccee hs 27 22 10 58 ,47
Uﬁnty TOOM se0ccccscscnssonsvcsce 31 57 35 62 30 50
1l ﬁrephce OF MOX'S cecccvccsoccece 36 \ 3 18 21 ,43 hl
Garage Or CAYPOrt ssscecscesescsss 69 58 66 63 70 53
T The 140 standard metropolitan areas as defined in the 1950 Census.

2 No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent.

3 Includes solid brick and brick backed with other masonry,

4 Includes houses with combination of brick and wood facing.

5 Includes houses (less than 0,5 percent of the national total) with steam heating systems.
NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals.
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Table 13. New nonfarm dwelling units in multifamily structures:! Selected choracteristics,
by type of structure, 1954, 1955, and 1956

Type of structure
Characteristics 2-to-li family Seor-more family
195L 1955 1956 195} 1955 1956

NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS ceececscss 9,600 11,800 10,300 21,900 19,100 15,400

Average floor ares (8q. f8.) eeeess 860 720 850 6 620 660

Percent distribution of units according to specified characteristics

FLOOR AREA (SQs FTe) ccvvecocccscce 100 100 100 100 100 100

{2) (2) (2) 7 5 7

(2) (2) (2) 12 6 N ]

(2) (2) (2) 9 8 19

28 3L 25 n 15 18

m w 799 0000008000000 0000 08000000 17 16 12 1-0 m m

800 t0 999 cecscvcccccocscccccesace 19 25 28 11 20 17

1,m w 1,199 908D OOCIOOISIQGIOISIOIGS u‘ 10 u 7 n 5

l,m w 1’&99 000000 CCGEOEIROOCPOINOITARIOIOS 8 h 12 m h l

1,500 8N0 OVEr sesccsscccessccscane 9 2 y 1l 1l

UnKnOWN. escececesescccsccccsssccsns 5 9 8 23 16 S

100 100 100 100 100 100

2 (3) %) 1 6 | 12

1 Dedroom ecesccessccssvecscncosces 27 22 2, 48 53 ! 60

2 bedrooms cesceseccecocsacoscssces 60 62 57 27 33 23

3 DEATrOOMS ceecescsccccsscssscnsass 6 8 ul 13 ,-l 1

ki bedrooms or MOre cecesccscccoseoe b 1 (%) (#) (%) (1)

Umm G0GSOPFAENOROOSIOCOIGIOIOIOSIOIPTROISOETS 1 7 5 h h

NUMBER OF BATHROMMS sccececocecccee #* » 100 * * 100

* » 77 * * 89

* * ) * » 3

2 complete bathrooms cecccccccccs * * 7 * 3 L

More than 2 complete bathrooms ... * * 2 * * ()

UNKNOWN eseecsossscssccccasscscsscsss * * 8 * * k

EXTERIOR WALL CONSTRUCTION ceccceee 100 100 100 100 100 100

MaSONYY eeceeccccccscccssccsccecscee 38 38 50 56 Sl 50

Solid brick gooooooa.ooooo-oococo 3 12 1 15 18 1

Brick !‘acing ®6000000s0000s0000 26 ]-h 15 39 31 29

Other masonry .. 9 12 21 2 5 10

Fra)e ccccecscese 58 55 48 b3 k2 L7

Brick fCCing o 15 18 15 6 1n 10

Brick and wood facing ececsceccee h 2 %) 2 1 ()

Wood facing ececesccecovevescscces 6 13 1 6 1 1

Asbestos shingle facing scevessee 3 3 3 1 (&) 1

Other scecesscccccscecocecceccsse 30 19 19 28 29 35

UNKNOWN eesecescscsssescccessscsceen '-l 7 2 1 h 3
WINDOWS ABOVE BASEMENT, PREDOMINANT

FRAME MATERTIAL cecccecccccsacecscce 100 100 100 100 100 100

46 36 L3 25 31

29 18 1t 29 28 !

22 28 i 28 39 50

UnKnOWN eesecscecsvcccccecacsccncee 3 9 6 %) 8 S

1Includes units in 2-to-4 family and S-or-more family structures.

2 Included with floor area classification, 600 to 699 square feet.

3 Units without bedrooms are included with those having 1 bedroom.

%No cases reported or less than 0.5 percent.

5 Includes units in brick-faced buildings with framework of concrete reinforced with steel.
* Data not available,

NOTE: Because of rcunding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,
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Table 14. New nonfarm dwelling units in multifamily structures:! Number of windows in units started in'First quarter of 1954, 1955,
and 1956, and percentage distribution by type of window and, in 1956, by type of window-frame material

1956, by window-frame material
Type of window 195h 1955 - tﬁ-il;n 2|  Wood Steel | Alumimm
Number of windows (in thousands)
TOTAL, EXCLUDING BASEMENT > ..cceeee 2418 | 29346 | 175.3 | 6lie3 | 22,) | 88.6
Percent distribution of windows
ALL TIPES eoeceocescccsscccccscscces 100 100 100 100 ir 100 100
Double hUng eescescocsccscscscsscccce is 37 37 85 7 9
Casement ceececcccccsscsencesocccses 3“ 28 27 ll 81 3N
Horizontal slide .. sesce 5 12 9 ll ()] 16
Picture oo.o-oo;ooo vee 9 8 6 L 6 7
With flankers XYY XYY} 7 ] 5 3 5 6
Without £lankers sececccccccccccee 2 2 1 1 1 1
AWNING eescescccscccccssccsoscccsese 1 3 2 ¥ (L] L
Projected ceccecccccccasccocosscccce 1 1 1 ) s 8
Jalousie sceecsscocesccsscsssscccee h 9 17 2 ) 33
A1l Other secsscsccescccccssccsccoce 1 2 1 1 1 n)

1 Includes units in 2-to=l family and S-or-more family structures,
? Tncludes windows for which type of frame material was unknown,

: No cases reported or less than 0,5 percent,

Flankers ars movable sashes at sides of picture windows.

5 Complete count of basement windows in 2-or-more family structures was not obtained,

Table 15. New nonfarm dwelling vnits in multifamily structures:! Interior decoration and finish-floor material, by type of room, 1956

(Percent distribution)

Tiving Dining

Characteristics Kitchen Bedroom
WALL DECORATION cceccocscoscesvccescscccoccccscocscoccccsss 100 100 100 100
DecOrateod sccecscsscsccsscssnscscssssrsrsoccsscssscssccces 83 87 83 88
2 2 8 3
1 1 2 1
80 8l 3 8L
22 28 | 22 27
Latax DASe seeecoscessesecsccscccesscssconcesconscssse 1 17; 12 17
Linseed 0l]l Dase ceccsescsccccncccrcsccccrssioscceccsce 37 31' 31 31
~ OthBr' eecsesesesscscssssccossscsascccssecsssscecsonassces 7 8 8 9
Undecorated > $00000000000000000000000000000000000000800000 17 13 17 12
INTERIOB-TRD{' DECORATION secceocoscsssrcscssscscscccsccce 100 100 100 100
Decoratod, all ty’p’ﬁ of p&iﬂt 0000000000000 000c00000000000 81 85 80 8’4
18 23 22 23
9 1 10 10
b5 L3 I L3
9 8 7 8
UDAECOrated > ceeececcsesscrccssssssesssseossccecssscsscsce 19 15 20 16
FIRIW mm 00000 PR RR00RCRNSNSGLIGOICGEIBONOINRIOIOINITRTTS m 1m lw lw
Mmd P00 0000000080 00000000000000000600000000000008000 h 60 59 59
SOLLWOOR secsetcsccessccscensscsscsssssecsssccssscscecsssns 1 ll h L
PIyWwoOd eececevcocevcossocecsssesesacscscsvstcccoccecsescce 3 7 9 7
Linolewm 000000000000 0000000000000000000800000000000000000 ll.6 {5) . (5) (5)
25 12: 8 13
17 10 8 10
8 2] (s) 3
CONCIrote cevesssvcscnsensessssssccssccccesscecssncsoscssces 2 2. 1 2
Other ceeseescescevcecnsesssncscscssccssssesescssssccsocese 8 9 9 9
UnKnown eeeecceossscesccssssssessscoscsssssccncsccscccscse 1 6 10 6

1 Includes units in 2-to=l family and Seor-more family structures. Percent distributions based on
units having specified type of decoration or finish floors in specified rooms,

ber o,
{ Includes plywood and other types of wood paneling,

Includes all units for which the type of interior decoration could not be determined.

Door and window casings, moldings, baseboards, etc,
5 No cases reported or less than 0.5 percent,

Includes less than 0,5 percent of units with cork tile,

NOTE:

Because of rounding, sums of individual items do not necessarily equal totals,

% U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1958 O -478630

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis





