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Analysis of Work Stoppages in 1956

Summary

The number of strikes in 1956, 
as well as the number of workers in­
volved, was lower than in 1955 and in 
most post-W orld War II years, although 
strike idleness was higher than in any 
year since 1952. The decrease in the 
number of strikes may be attributed in 
part to the existence of long-term  con­
tracts negotiated in 1955 in such indus­
tries as automobiles, farm equipment, 
and trucking, and the resultant decline 
in the volume of collective bargaining 
activity during 1956. M oreover, labor 
and management were apparently often 
relatively close together in their a s s e s s ­
ment of the economic outlook. Both 
were frequently willing to accept long­
term  contracts, although the question 
of the precise duration of the contract 
was a significant issue in some major 
strik es.

Among the major labor-m anage­
ment agreements that were negotiated 
without interruptions to work, during 
the first quarter of the year, were those 
in the petroleum refining, air craft manu­
facturing, West Coast lum ber, and ap­
parel industries. Early in the sum m er, 
m ost of the major copper mining com ­
panies which were involved in a lengthy 
strike during 1955 reached agreement 
on new contract term s with the Mine, 
Mill and Smelter W orkers Union (in d .). 
A lso in contrast to 1955, the Sperry 
Gyroscope Co. negotiated a new agree­
ment with the International Union of
Electrical Workers in October---- 7 months
prior to the expiration of its present 
contract. (The employees of this com ­
pany Ts plants in the New Y ork-N orth- 
eastern New Jersey metropolitan area 
were on strike for 33 days in 1955.)  
In the autumn, the bituminous-coal and 
anthracite industries and the United Mine 
W orkers (ind. ) agreed on contract term s  
for 1957, and the railroads and their 
nonoperating employees entered into a 
3-year agreement.

The 3, 825 work stoppages that 
began in 1956 directly idled 1 .9  m illion  
w orkers. These stoppages, together

with those continuing from  1955, ac­
counted for 33 .1  million m an-days of 
idleness— slightly less  than 0 .3 0  percent 
of the total estimated working time 
during the year. W orkers directly in­
volved in work stoppages beginning in 
1956 lost, on the average, 1 7 .4  working 
days each (more than in any year since 
1948), and strikes ending in the year 
lasted for an average of 1 8 .9  calendar 
days. (See table 1 .)

A  number of disputes that began 
in 1955 continued into 1956. The W est- 
inghouse stoppage which began in Octo­
ber 1955 and idled some 7 0 ,0 0 0  workers 
was settled late in March 1956 when the 
company and the International Union of 
Electrical Workers (AFL-C IO ) and the 
United Electrical W orkers (ind.) came 
to an understanding.2 Two widely pub­
licized disputes— the United Automobile 
W ork ers1 controversy with the Kohler 
Co. in Kohler, W is .,  which began in 
April 1954, and the Miami hotel dis­
pute, which began in April 1955, con­
tinued unsettled throughout the year, 
although neither dispute appeared seri­
ously to affect the operations of the em ­
ployers involved during the year. The 
Miami hotel dispute was resolved in 
January 1957 when a 10-year m aster 
agreement providing for union recogni­
tion and the cessation of picketing was 
signed by the Miami Beach Hotel A s ­
sociation and the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers Union. Individual contracts 
were to be negotiated by the union with 
v a r i o u s  m e m b e r  h o t e l s .  In the Kohler

Prepared by Ann James Herlihy and Herbert H. Moede, 
with the assistance of other members of the staff of the Division of 
Wages and Industrial Relations, Bureau of Labor Statistics, under 
the direction of Lily Mary David. Loretto R. Nolan was respon­
sible for the analysis of the individual strike cases on which the 
statistics are based, and for the final review of the tables.

The Bureau wishes to acknowledge the widespread 
cooperation of employers, unions, the Federal Mediation and Con­
ciliation Service, and various State agencies in furnishing informa­
tion needed for this report.

The methods followed in preparing work stoppage sta­
tistics are described in appendix B.

This bulletin includes data presented , in Analysis of 
Work Stoppages During 1956, Monthly Labor Review, May 1957 
(pp. 565-571). Preliminary monthly estimates of the level of strike 
activity for the United States as a whole are issued about 30 days 
after the end of the month of reference and are available upon re­
quest. Estimates for the entire year 1957 will be available at the 
year's end.

2
About 6,000 workers (members of the independent United 

Electrical Workers) involved in a local dispute at the company's 
Essington, Pa., plant were idle until early August 1956.

( 1)
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controversy, the union continued to urge 
the boycott of the company’s products 
and sought action through the interces­
sion of the National Labor Relations 
Board,

Major Stoppages

Twelve stoppages beginning in 
1956 involved at least 1 0 ,000  workers 
each and accounted for two-fifths of the 
y e a r ’s idled workers and almost one- 
half of the y e a r ’s idleness (table 2). 
The lengthy Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
stoppage that had begun in 1955 ac­
counted for an additional 10 percent of 
the idleness in 1956. The largest stop­
page of the year in term s of workers 
involved and total idleness was the in­
dustrywide basic steel strike involving 
half a m illion w orkers. Another major 
stoppage in the steel industry resulted 
from  a strike of 250 railroad workers 
at U. S. Steel’s Tennessee Coal and 
Iron Division in Birmingham, A la . , 
which idled the plant’s steelworkers for 
over 3 months. These two disputes 
contributed about one-fourth of the work­
ers involved in all stoppages and two- 
fifths of the y e a r ’s total idlenesso

The construction industry ac­
counted for three of the y e a r ’s major 
stoppages. One strike of at least 10,000  
workers occurred in longshoring and in 
each of the following manufacturing in­
dustries: A ircraft, aluminum, glass
containers, agricultural im plem ents, 
rubber tires and tubes, and meatpacking. 
While seven of the y e a r ’s large strikes 
ended in less  than a month, average 
duration of all m ajor stoppages ending 
in the year was 5 0 ,0  calendar days. 
The longest major interruption to work 
that began in 1956 affected the Republic 
Aviation Corp. plants on Long Island. 
The strike, in which three unions were 
involved, lasted 112 days.

The longshore dispute brought 
into use the emergency provisions of 
the Labor Management Relations Act 
(Taft-H artley) for the first time since 
1954. About 6 0 ,0 0 0  m em bers of the 
International Longshorem en’s A sso cia ­
tion (Ind.) struck on November 16 over 
the term s of a new contract at ports on 
the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, On No­
vem ber 22, a week after the strike be­
gan, the President created a board of

inquiry by executive o rd e r ,4 Two days 
later, the board reported to the P re si­
dent stating that the union’ s demand that 
the New York shipping companies nego­
tiate a single Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
contract was the m ajor issue preventing 
the conclusion of collective bargaining 
contracts in all ports. Other issues  
mentioned were paid holidays and im ­
proved vacations; 8-hour work guaran­
tees; sling-load (i. e , ,  amount of cargo 
handled in one loading operation from  
dock to ship or vice versa) and gang- 
size lim itations; length of contract; and 
size of wage in creases. A  10-day tem ­
porary restraining order, sending the 
longshoremen back to work, was issued  
by the Federal district court in New 
York on November 24, and 6 days later, 
this temporary order was extended to 
the full 80-day injunction provided by 
law. The dispute remained unsettled at 
the end of the y e a r ,5

Two emergency boards were 
created by executive order in 1956 under 
the provisions of the Railway Labor A ct. 
However, the board appointed to inves­
tigate the dispute between the Brother­
hood of Locomotive Engineers and the 
Spokane, Portland, and Seattle Railway 
Co. , did not hold hearings, since agree­
ment was reached before it convened. 
The other board was appointed to inves­
tigate the issues in dispute between the 
Nation’s m ajor railroads and the Broth­
erhood of Railroad Trainmen.

Major Issues

Economic Issues and Union Se- 
curity. — As in m ost years during the 
past decade, wages and supplementary 
benefits in 1956 were the m ost fre ­
quent issues in work stoppages. D is­
agreement over these m atters caused 
almost half of the y e a r ’s strikes, and 
nearly three-fourths of the total idle­
ness (table 4). Length of contract also  
was a significant issue in several of

3
Since average duration is based on stoppages ending in 

the year, this figure includes the Westinghouse stoppage that began 
in 1955 and ended in March 1956.

 ̂ Board members appointed were Thomas W. Holland, 
Chairman, Arthur Stark, and Jacob J. Blair.

 ̂ On February 12, 1957, longshoremen in ports from Maine 
to Virginia quit work again after the 80-day injunction expired. Work 
continued at South Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports, since new agree­
ments had been reached earlier at these ports. The stoppage in 
northern ports ended February 22, 1957.
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the m ajor disputes in this group, for 
example, in the July steel strike and 
the United Steelworkers* stoppage at the 
Aluminum Company of A m erica and the 
Reynolds M etals Co. in August.

Issues pertaining to union o r­
ganization, combined with wage and sup­
plemental benefit issu es, contributed 
another 15 percent of the y e a r ’s idle­
n ess. A  10-day strike called in Sep­
tember by the Amalgamated Meat Cut­
ters and Butcher Workmen and the 
United Packinghouse W orkers at Swift 
and Co. plants occurred when the union- 
shop question became a stumbling block 
during contract negotiations. The final 
settlement included increased wages and 
supplemental benefits, but no union-shop 
clause.

Union security or bargaining 
rights were accountable for about 12 
percent of the year *s stoppages. These 
included the November dispute between 
the International Longshorem en’s A s ­
sociation (Ind.) and stevedoring com ­
panies at the East and Gulf Coast ports. 
As pointed out earlier, negotiations in 
this dispute reached an im passe over 
the union *s demand for coastwide bar­
gaining, opposed by the various shipping 
associations. The union shop and scope 
of the bargaining unit precipitated a 
strike of about 600 m ember s of the Com ­
munications W orkers of A m erica , which 
began in July and continued into 1957 
at the Ohio Consolidated Telephone Co. 
at Portsmouth, Ohio, and surrounding 
cou nties.6 Considerable violence was 
reported throughout the period of the 
strike, causing m ore than one complete 
s hut down of ope r at i on s .

Other Issu e s .-:— Job security 
issu es, shop conditions and policies, 
and workload led to about the same num­
ber of strikes as in 1955 but caused a 
sm aller proportion of the year *s idle­
n ess. A  discharge issue idled m em bers  
of the United Steelworkers at the Great

The final settlement (late in February 1957) provided 
for replacing the union shop with a maintenance-of-membership 
clause and for retaining certain supervisory positions in the bar­
gaining unit unless the National Labor Relations Board ruled 
otherwise.

Lakes Steel Corp. *s plant in Detroit, 
Mich. , for 2 days during August. In 
Decem ber, a 3-m an arbitration board 
ordered the union to conduct an inves­
tigation and discipline union m em bers  
found guilty of initiating the strike •

Disagreement over seniority  
provisions of a new contract was an 
important factor in a 1 0 7 -day stoppage 
of about 600 workers at the Cities Serv­
ice Oil Co. refinery at East Chicago, 
Ind. , which began in A p ril. Some 4 ,0 0 0  
workers were idled at W estern Electric  
Co. plants in 3 Massachusetts areas 
over a sim ilar issue in September.

Inter union and intraunion dis­
putes accounted for about 1 out of 12 
strikes. These strikes were relatively  
sm all, accounting for less  than 4 per­
cent of the workers and only 1 .3  percent 
of the idleness.

Unions Involved

The first full year of the com­
bined Am erican Federation of Labor 
and Congress of Industrial Organiza­
tions found its affiliates involved in about 
85 percent of all stoppages (table 8). 
This proportion— for the united labor 
movement— was about the same as that 
previously registered for A F L  and CIO 
affiliates before the m erger. Ten of 
the y ea rfs 12 major stoppages involved 
A F L -C IO  affiliates.

While m ost of the stoppages in­
volving the independent or unaffiliated 
unions were relatively brief interrupt­
ions of work in coal and metal mining, 
there were several major strikes by un­
affiliated unions. The stoppage that 
closed operations at the Tennessee Coal 
and Iron Division of U. S. Steel began 
when m em bers of the then unaffiliated 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firem en and 
Enginemen ceased work in a wage dis­
pute. The November longshore strike 
was another in this category. In 42 
stoppages, involving several thousand 
w orkers, no union was involved.

Industries Affected

Strike activity in m ost industry 
groups decreased significantly in 1956 
whether measured in term s of stoppages, 
strikers, or m an-days lost. The m ost
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significant exception to this general 
trend occurred in the primary metal in­
dustries, the only group in which time 
lost because ofwork stoppages exceeded 
1 percent of total working tim e. The 
36-day nationwide steel strike of ap­
proximately half a m illion w orkers, 
coupled with the 9 8 -day stoppage at the 
U. S. Steel Corp. fs Tennessee Coal 
and Iron Division, were responsible for 
about 90 percent of the 1 2 .7  m illion  
m an-days of idleness in this industry 
group (table 5).

Another major stoppage in the 
prim ary metal industries was the 25-day  
strike in the aluminum industry. On 
August 1, some 2 7 ,0 0 0  employees rep­
resented by the United Steelworkers 
struck at various plants of the Aluminum  
Company of A m erica and the Reynolds 
Metals Co. Although about half of the 
Nation*s aluminum production was r e ­
portedly halted, some 16 ,000  m em bers  
of the Aluminum W orkers International 
Union continued working at both com ­
panies while term s of new contracts 
with the aluminum workers were agreed  
upon early in the month.

In the stone, clay, and glass  
products group, the m an-days of idle­
ness were the highest recorded for that 
group since 1945 and 1946. The in­
crease in 1956 resulted largely from  
the month-long stoppage of approxi­
mately 4 5 ,0 0 0  Am erican Flint Glass 
W orkers employed by m em bers of the 
Glass Container Manufacturers Institute 
and the National Association of P ressed  
and Blown G lassw are. This stoppage 
and a 56-day strike of several thousand 
brick and clay workers in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania accounted for alm ost half 
the idleness in this industry group.

Idleness also increased in the 
petroleum and coal products group mainly 
as the result of several rather sm all 
but lengthy stoppages. These together 
with a brief strike of several thousand 
workers at an Illinois petroleum re ­
finery were largely responsible for in­
creased idleness in these industries.

In the mining industries, the 
number of workers and idleness rose 
over 1955, but remained below m ost 
other postwar years. Several disputes 
over the number of men to be used on

a roof-bolting machine involved large  
numbers of W est Virginia coal m in ers. 
Iron ore m iners represented by the 
Steelworkers were part of the nation­
wide steel strike. A  stoppage at the 
New Jersey Zinc Co. at Ogdensburg, 
No J . ,  which began in August 1955 and 
lasted a total of 376 days, also con­
tributed to the year*s idleness in this 
group.

Despite a decrease in the num­
ber of strikes in the paper and allied  
industries, the number of workers idled 
increased, resulting in higher idleness 
than in 1955 and several other years 
since World War II. A  stoppage of ap­
proximately 1,000 employees for 122 days 
at the M echanicville, N . Y . , plant of the 
W est Virginia Pulp and Paper Co. was 
responsible for a significant percentage 
of the industry *s idleness. This stop­
page, combined with a 64-day strike 
of some 500 workers at a paperboard  
manufacturing plant in Connecticut and 
a 13-day strike of m ore than 2,000 work­
ers at the Sutherland Paper Co. in 
Kalam azoo, M ic h ., accounted for over 
a quarter of the workers idled and m ore  
than half of the total idleness in this 
industry group.

Although the 112-day stoppage 
at 4 Long Island, N . Y . , plants of the 
Republic Aviation Corp. kept idleness 
in the transportation equipment group 
in 1956 at levels alm ost equal to those 
of 1955, the number of strikes and 
workers was markedly under 1955. 
The 123 ,000  workers ana 1 .8  m illion  
m an-days of idleness in 1956 was the 
lowest recorded for this group in the 
past 10 years with the exception of 1954.

In the textile and leather prod­
ucts groups, strike activity fell sharply 
below 1955, gaged both by workers in­
volved and idleness. Both groups had 
been affected by large stoppages in 1955, 
but no m ajor strikes took place in 1956. 
The 104-day stoppage at the Rock Hill 
Printing and Finishing Co. in South Caro­
lina, the 72-day strike at the New Jersey  
and Delaware plants of Congoleum-Nairn 
In c ., combined with the stoppage that 
began in September 1956 at the Brook­
lyn, N . Y . ,  plant of Kentile, In c ., and 
continued into 1957, accounted for alm ost 
a third of the workers and more than 
two-thirds of the idleness in the tex­
tile industries.
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The lumber and wood products 
group recorded its lowest idleness in 
the past decade. Fewer than 200 work­
ers on strike for 164 days at a West 
Coast lumber company were responsible 
for slightly more than a fifth of the 
time lost in these industries.

A 20-percent decrease in strikes 
and workers during the year in the fur­
niture and fixtures group accompanied 
a 15-percent decline in the idleness 
totals. A 5 6 -day strike at the Heywood- 
Wakefield Co. in Gardner, M a s s ., in­
volving fewer than 1 ,500  w orkers, was 
responsible for more idleness than any 
other dispute in the industry.

For the second consecutive year, 
a sharp decline occurred in strike idle­
ness in the trade group. The 13-day 
stoppage of m ore than 7 ,0 0 0  employees 
of the R . H. Macy and Co. stores in 
the New York City area in April was 
the largest recorded in this industry 
during 1956.

The transportation, communi­
cation, and other public utilities indus­
tries recorded declines in all m easures  
of strike activity during the year, with 
workers andman-days of idleness reach­
ing their lowest point since 1944. The 
9-day idleness of 60 ,0 0 0  workers at 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports in No­
vember accounted for about two-fifths 
of the workers and slightly m ore than 
a fifth of the working time lost in this 
group. In the previous year, seven 
major stoppages were recorded in these 
industries. In addition to the longshore 
strike, four other sm aller stoppages 
were ended by court injunction or State 
seizure of the property. These were 
the Baltimore transit strike in January, 
the July stoppages at the Kansas City 
Power and Light C o., Kansas City, M o. , 
and the Laclede Gas Co. in St. Louis, 
M o ., and the Seattle, W a sh ., transit 
strike in N ovem ber.
Geographic Patterns

State Experience. — Inm ore than 
three-fourths of the States, strike idle­
ness amounted to less than one-fourth of 
1 percent of total working time (table 6). 
Alabam a, because of 2 basic steel stop­
pages, was the only State in which strike 
idleness equaled 1 per cent of total work­
ing time although in 4 other States

(Indiana, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and W est 
Virginia), the ratio exceeded one-half 
of 1 percent. In a few States— M issou ri, 
New M exico, New Hampshire, Oregon,
Rhode Island, Utah, and Vermont----strike
idleness was noticeably lower in pro­
portion to total time worked than in 
any year since 1952, the first year for 
which ratios of idleness to total time 
worked were computed on a State b a sis .

Two large stoppages— the na­
tionwide steel strike and the We sting -  
house strike that continued from  1955—  
contributed heavily to the idleness re-  ̂
corded for Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
New York. More than four-fifths of 
Pennsylvania and alm ost three-fifths of 
Ohio idleness resulted from  these two 
stoppages. These strikes combined with 
a 1 1 2 -day aircraft manufacturing stop­
page accounted for three-fifths of New 
York*s idleness. A  significant portion 
of the idleness in Illinois and Indiana 
also resulted from  steel and a few 
major stoppages, while in Iowa sm aller 
strikes in farm equipment, aircraft 
engine accessories and meatpacking were 
responsible for almost half of that 
State fs idleness.

The July nationwide steel stop­
page was a significant factor in both 
Colorado and Maryland, where idleness 
was m ore than three tim es that in 1955. 
A  local transit strike in Baltimore com ­
bined with the steel strike caused more 
than four-fifths of Maryland* s idleness.

Idleness declined sharply as 
compared with the previous year in 
several southern States that had been 
affected in 1955 by m ajor telephone and 
railroad strikes. In Alabam a, however, 
the highest level of idleness since 1952 
was reached as a result of strikes in 
the steel industry, while a 104-day tex­
tile strike was the principal factor in 
South Carolina* s total for the year. In 
North Carolina, m ore than half the 
workers and three-fourths of the idle­
ness resulted from the 65-day strike 
of about 6 ,0 0 0  employees at 3 plants 
of the W estern Electric Co. Several 
month-long construction strikes, the 
July steel strike, the November long­
shore stoppage, and a stoppage of sev­
eral thousand workers in the chemical 
industry brought time idle in Texas to 
its highest point since 1952.
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Louisiana registered 42 stop­
pages involving 2 6 ,0 0 0  workers and 
438 ,0 00  m an-days of idleness. The 
idleness resulted largely from  the No­
vember longshore stoppage and a dis­
pute of 500 ironworkers in which picket­
ing idledan additional 9,500 construction 
workers for over a month.

On the Pacific Coast, Cali­
fornia and Oregon idleness declined 
from  levels reached in 1955 and most 
postwar years, with time lost in Ore­
gon reaching its lowest point since 1943. 
By contrast, lost time rose in Wash­
ington as two disputes— a 7 6 -day con­
struction strike and a 121-day petro­
leum stoppage---- accounted for almost
half of that S tated  idleness.

Metropolitan A r e a s .—Compared 
with 1955, decreases in all m easures of 
strike activity were recorded in one- 
third of the metropolitan areas during 
the year (table 7); approximately a sev­
enth registered increases in the 3 m eas­
u res. In New England, the November 
strike at the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Co. plants accounted for two-thirds and 
four-fifths of Fall R iver, M a ss ., worker 
and idleness figu res, respectively, while 
m ore than 80 percent of Waterbury, 
Conn. , idleness was attributable to a 
63-day strike at the Chase Brass and 
Copper Co. Three-fifths of the time
lost in New Haven, Conn. , resulted  
from  strikes in the rubber products 
industry and at a paperboard manufac­
turing company.

The Westinghouse stoppages that 
began in 1955 and ended in 1956, com­
bined with the July nationwide steel 
strike, contributed m ore than three- 
fourths of the total idleness in Phila­
delphia, and over 90 percent of the 
idleness in Pittsburgh. In the New 
York-Northeastern New Jersey area, 
the Westinghouse stoppage and the Re­
public A ircraft Co. strike accounted for 
m ore than half the idleness.

In the South, a 75-day stop­
page in the transportation equipment in­
dustry brought strike idleness to the 
highest level in Savannah, Ga, , during 
the period the Bureau has included this 
area in its figures. The 98-day stop­
page at the Tennessee Coal and Iron 
Division of the U . S. Steel Corp. was

responsible for m ost of the Birmingham, 
A la .,  idleness. Two major stoppages—  
longshoremen in November and con­
struction workers in May— were re ­
sponsible for more than nine-tenths of 
the workers idled and time lost during 
the year in New Orleans, La. Strikes 
in the interstate trucking and the con­
struction industries were responsible 
for two-fifths of the workers idled and 
more than three-fourths of the total idle­
ness recorded inN ashville, Tenn., while 
in Charleston, W . V a. , a 46-day stop­
page in the chemical industry contrib­
uted almost three-fifths of all idleness.

A  1 3 7 -day strike at the John 
Deere and Co. contributed m ore than 
half the workers idled and over 90 per­
cent of the total strike idleness in the 
Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island- 
M oline, 111., area. This strike, com ­
bined with the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Co. strike in November and a strike 
at an aircraft engine accessories plant 
in July, idled m ore than half the work­
ers for alm ost three-fourths of the total 
m an-days lost in Des M oines, Iowa. 
In Madison, W is .,  strikes in the m a­
chine tool and construction industries 
accounted for two-thirds and four-fifths 
of the workers and idleness totals, 
respectively.

Stoppages of nationwide scope 
affected areas in the Far West and 
Southwest. For Phoenix, A r iz . ,  the 
nationwide aluminum industry strike and 
a local telephone strike of 65 days1 
duration brought the number of workers 
and m an-days of idleness to the highest 
levels recorded in any year. More than 
two-thirds of the idleness and half of 
the workers idled in the San Francisco
area, were due to three stoppages----
the nationwide steel dispute, an area­
wide strike of carpenters, and a strike 
involving several m ajor manufacturers 
of office m achinery.

Trends During the Year

A s in previous years, strike 
activity was greatest in the second and 
third quarters (April through September). 
However, a somewhat higher propor­
tion of the y e a r ’ s strike activity oc­
curred during the first quarter of 1956 
than during the same period of the pre­
vious year.
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Three-fifths of the year *s stop­
pages, accounting for slightly m ore than 
70 percent of ail the workers and idle- 
nesSjW ere recorded during the second 
and third quarters of the year (table 3). 
Eight of the year*s 12 large stoppages 
occurred during this period and were 
responsible for m ore than three-fifths 
of that period* s total idleness.

One-fifth of the idleness during 
the last quarter of 1956 was due to 
major stoppages in the farm equipment, 
tire and tube manufacturing, and long- 
shoring industries.

Size and Duration

A s in most years during the 
past decade, more than half of the 1956 
strikes involved fewer than a hundred 
w orkers. In 1956, alm ost half lasted  
less  than a week. The stoppages idling 
fewer than a hundred workers accounted 
for about 4 percent of all workers in­
volved and approximately 3 percent of 
the year * s idleness (table 9). L ess  
than 0 .5  percent of the year*s strikes 
involved 10 ,000  or m ore w orkers, but 
these were responsible for approxi­
m ately two-fifths and three-fifths of 
all strikers and strike idleness, respec­
tiv e ly 7 (table 2).

A  slightly higher proportion of 
idleness in 1956 stoppages occurred in 
strikes affecting more than one estab­
lishment than in 1955 and m ost years 
since 1950. Slightly m ore than three- 
fourths of the 1956 strikes were con­
fined to a single plant or establishment. 
These stoppages idled two-fifths of the 
workers and accounted for alm ost a 
quarter of the year Js idleness (table 10). 
The sm all number of strikes affecting 
100 or m ore establishments idled 28 per­
cent of all strikers for 38 percent of 
all time lost in 1956, compared with 
a seventh of the 1955 idleness accounted 
for by stoppages of this magnitude.

Stoppages that continued for 
less  than a week involved almost a third 
of the workers but only about 4 percent

7
Total idleness includes widespread Westinghouse Elec­

tric Corp. stoppage which began in 1955 and continued into 1956.

of total m an-days idle (table 12). Those 
continuing for a month or longer were 
proportionately about as numerous as 
in earlier years but, as a result of 
the Westinghouse stoppages and several 
other strikes that involved large num­
bers of workers and were relatively  
long, they contributsd a higher propor­
tion of the workers and idleness r e ­
corded in all stoppages ending in 1956 
than in any year of the past decade. 
Stoppages of this duration numbered 
slightly less  than a fifth of all strikes 
but accounted for two-fifths of the work­
ers and four-fifths of total idleness.

As a result of the strikes that 
idled large numbers of workers for long 
periods of tim e, the average number of 
working days lost per striker (17. 4) 
was higher than in any postwar year 
except 1948 when the same average 
was reported, and 1946, when idleness 
amounted to 2 5 .2  days per striker. 
However, average duration of all stop­
pages (18 .9  days), m easured by giving 
each strike equal weight regardless of 
the number of workers involved, was 
lower than that recorded in m ost ear­
lier postwar years.

Strikes over wages combined 
with union organization issues tended to 
be the longest— about 38 calendar days 
in 1956. Strikes over union organiza­
tion alone ranked second, averaging 
25 days, while those involving wages and 
related issues were third, lasting an av­
erage of about 20 days. Disputes over 
inter- and intraunion m atters (14 days) 
and other working conditions (about 
8 days) were the shortest.

An analysis of the duration of 
strikes by industry group shows that 
the tendency for m ost strikes to last 
less than a half month was shared by 
all but a few industry groups. In the 
mining industry, almost three-fourths 
of all the stoppages ending during the 
year continued for less  than a week, 
compared with less than half the stop­
pages in m ost industry groups.

Method of Terminating Stoppages

Government mediation and con­
ciliation services helped terminate about 
3 out of 10 of the y e a r1 s stoppages 
(table 13)— proportionately the same as
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m ost years since 1951. These strikes, 
however, idled three-fifths of all strikers 
for more than four-fifths of the total id le­
ness— significant increases over the p re ­
vious year. The proportion of stoppages 
settled by direct negotiations between 
representatives of the workers and em ­
ployers was slightly higher in 1956 than 
the previous year, and involved 30 p er­
cent of the workers for 10 percent of 
the total idleness.

Situations in which workers re ­
turned to their jobs or were replaced  
by new employees without an agreement 
or settlement being negotiated accounted 
for 19 percent of the year*s total, 9 p er­
cent of the w orkers, and 7 percent of 
the idleness.

One percent of the year *s strikes 
ended with the employers discontinuing 
business. Nongovernment mediators 
or agencies either alone or with the 
aid of governmental agencies assisted  
in the final settlement of an additional 
1 percent of the stoppages, accounting 
for about 0 .5  percent of the workers 
and idleness.

Disposition of Issues

All issues were settledor other­
wise resolved at the termination of 
alm ost 90 percent of the strikes occur­
ring in 1956, equal to the postwar high 
recorded in the previous year. More 
than 90 percent of the workers and more 
than 95 percent of the idleness were in­
volved in these stoppages (table 14). 
Such situations include those resolved  
by agreement to use the com pany's 
grievance procedure and those in which 
the workers returned without a form al 
agreement or settlem ent.

As in 1955, work was resumed  
while negotiation of the issues was con­
tinued in approximately 6 percent of 
the yearns strikes. Termination of 
another 4 percent of the work stoppages 
was accomplished by agreement to re ­
turn to work while negotiating with the 
aid of a third party, by submitting the 
dispute,to arbitration, or referring the 
issues to government or other agencies 
for a decision or an employee repre­
sentation election.

Strikes F rom  192 7 to 1956

Publication of data on work 
stoppages in 1956 marks the thirtieth 
consecutive year for which the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics has compiled such 
statistics with relatively uniform pro­
cedures. Some strike statistics for the 
United States were issued as early as 
1880 and from  1881 to 1905 information 
on the number of strikes and workers 
involved was collected and published. 
No Federal agency collected nationwide 
information on stoppages from  1906 to 
1913 but in 1914 compilation of data 
was resumed on a limited b asis. The 
Bureau of Labor Statistics collected  
data on the number of stoppages during 
1914-15, and for the period fr o m l9 l6 -2 6 , 
it also obtained statistics on the number 
of workers involved in approximately 
two-thirds of the known stoppages. Since 
1927, the Bureau has compiled com ­
prehensive statistics on the number of 
workers and idleness involved in all 
recorded stoppages (of six or more 
workers and lasting at least a day) 
known to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
In view of the thirtieth anniversary of 
this statistical se rie s , this section of 
the article provides a very brief review  
of strike trends from  1927 to 1956.

Marked economic and social 
changes have occurred over the 30-year  
period. These years have spanned both 
a m ajor depression and a long period  
of economic prosperity, greatly influ­
enced by war and international develop­
m ents. Productionhas risen by 134p er- 
cent over the period, the labor force  
by 40 percent, and nonagricultural em ­
ployment by almost 75 percent. Unions 
have recorded a fourfold gain in m em ­
bership. Wages and other conditions of 
employment are now determined through 
collective bargaining in many im por­
tant sectors of the economy instead of 
being limited as a significant force to 
a comparatively sm all number of in­
dustries as in the late 1920* s .

During this period, strike statistics included stoppages 
involving fewer than 6 workers or lasting less than a day, which 
were excluded from data for prior or subsequent periods.
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The concept of secular trend 
as applied to strike statistics is of 
limited usefulness. An inspection of 
the chart suggests that, over the whole 
30-year period, a long-term  trend line 
would show a very moderate upward 
slope, with strike activity m easured by 
the ratio of strike idleness to the total 
amount of time worked in the United 
States. Perhaps a more useful gener­
alization is that strike activity in the 
postwar period was, in a sense, on a 
somewhat higher "plateau" than strike 
activity in the decade before the w a r .9

Typically, strike idleness has 
amounted to from  one-fifth to one-half 
of 1 percent of total time worked by 
all workers in the United States. A  
lower ratio was recorded only in the 
years from  1928 to 1931, 1938, 1940, 
and again from  1942 to 1944. Higher 
ratios were reached only in 1946, 1949, 
and 1952. Prior to 1933, work stoppages 
involved fewer than 2 percent of all work­
ers employed. Since that tim e, they have 
generally idled from  5 to 9 percent of 
the total number of workers employed; 
these proportions were exceeded only in 
1945 and 1946. In 7 years, since 1933, 
the proportions were below 5 percent 
(table 1).

More pronounced than any long­
term  trends have been the short-term  
changes in the level of strike activity 
and shifts in the issues involved in labor-  
management negotiations. The period 
under review began with economic ac­
tivity at relatively high levels— soon 
to be interrupted by the m ajor depres­
sion that began in 1929. Despite the 
large volume of unemployment that char­
acterized the 1930*8 unionization grew 
rap id ly ,10 with Government policies of 
encouraging collective bargaining ex­
pressed in the N orris-LaG uardia Act 
of 1932, the National Industrial Re­
covery Act of 1933, and the National 
Labor Relations Act of 1935.

g
Expansion and improvement in the Bureau’s sources of 

information as to the existence of work stoppages has resulted in a 
substantial increase in the number of strikes for which information 
is currently obtained. Since most of these added strikes are small 
and of short duration, they have had relatively little effect on the 
year-to-year comparability of data on the number of workers and 
total idleness.

Union membership increased from 3 million in 1932 to 
7 million in 1937.

A ll m easures of strike activity 
increased in 1933 and continued at higher 
levels through 1937. Idleness in these 
years averaged about one-third of 1 p e r­
cent of total time worked as contrasted  
with almost one-tenth of 1 percent from  
1929 to 1931. In m ost of these years, 
m ore than 5 percent of the workers 
were affected, compared with less than 
2 percent in the immediately preceding 
years. Strike levels declined in 1938 as 
the economy dipped, rose in term s of 
workers and idleness in 1939, and fell 
again in 1940.

L abor’ s attempts to organize, 
gain recognition, and bargain co llec ­
tively were reflected in the sharp in­
crease in the proportion of stoppages 
that centered about these issues from  
1933 to 1941. In each of these years 
except 1933, such issues were the m ost 
frequent single cause of strikes; and 
from  1934 to 1939, about half of all 
work stoppages, accounting for one-half 
to three-fourths of the m an-days of id le­
n ess, occurred over questions of union 
recognition— in some instances com ­
bined with questions of wages. Inter­
spersed with these attempts were oc ­
casional sitdown strikes, notably from  
1935 to 1937, and clash es, sometimes 
fatal, on picket lin e s .

The period since the 1930 ‘ s 
has experienced full or practically full 
employment, dominated by high levels  
of defense production, by actual hos­
tilities, or by postwar recovery and 
adjustment to a peacetime economy. 
As these events occurred, economic 
issues became the single m ost im por­
tant cause of work stoppages. In m ost 
years since 1940, these issues accounted 
for a m ajority of the workers and idle­
ness in all work stoppages, although 
the total volume of strike activity has 
fluctuated.

During the period of the United 
States* participation in World War II, 
strike idleness declined as emphasis on 
maximum war production led to labor-  
management pledges to avoid strikes 
and lockouts, although the proportion 
of workers involved actually was slightly 
higher than it was in the late 1930* s . 
Man-days lost in 1942, 1943, and 1944 
ranged from  0 .0 5  to 0. 15 of 1 percent 
of all time worked and workers idled
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amounted to 2 .8  percent of total em ­
ployment in 1942 and about 7 percent 
in 1943 and 1944. A  significant pro­
portion of the workers involved and 
idleness in 1943 was due to several 
large strikes in bitum inous-coal mining.

Strike idleness in the first  
3 months of 1945 remained at relatively  
low lev e ls , but it increased somewhat 
after V -E  Day. Then in late 1945 and 
1946, strike activity, measured in term s 
of workers involved and m an-days of 
idleness, increased sharply as workers 
attempted to maintain their weekly earn­
ings in the face of the postwar decline 
in hours of w ork .11 Stoppages in 1945 
affected about 1 worker out of every  
8 employed in this country.

In 1946, strike activity reached 
its a ll-tim e high as m easured in term s 
of workers involved or m an-days idle. In 
thatyear, 4 .6  m illion workers (l4 .5 p e r -  
centof all those employed) were directly  
involved for a total of 116 m illion m an- 
days (1 .4 3  percent of all time worked). 
Stoppages, a number lasting m ore than 
50 calendar days, occurred during the 
first year after V -J  Day in many major 
industries such as steel, rubber, auto­

mobile (the 113-day strike at General 
M otors), bitum inous-coalm ining, petro­
leum refining, Northwest lum ber, plate 
g la ss, meatpacking, communications 
equipment, and farm  equipment. These 
strikes provided the background for the 
passage in 1947 of the Taft-H artley  
A ct, including its provision for Gov­
ernment intervention in national em er-  

12gency disputes.

F rom  1947 to 1956, the num­
ber of workers involved in strikes ranged 
from  1 .5  million to 3 .5  million a year 
and generally remained below 2.7 m illion. 
M an-days of idleness fluctuated between
2 2 .6  million and 59.1  m illion a year 
(0 .2  to 0. 6 of 1 percent of total time 
worked) but were below 3 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  in 
m ost years. In 1951, with Korean hos­
tilities and wage controls, and again 
from  1953 to 195 6, total idleness in 
strikes declined somewhat compared 
with other postwar years.

11 Of the 42 stoppages in 1945 that involved 10,000 or 
more workers, 23 began after hostilities had ended in August.

The emergency dispute provisions wei-e invoked 13
times from 1947 through 1956----- 7 times in 1948, and once each in
1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1956.
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TABLE 1 .— Work stoppages in the United States, 1927 -56  1

Year

Work stoppages Workers involved2 Man-days idle during year

Number
Average 
duration 
(calendar 

days)3

Number
(thousands)

Percent 
of total 

employed
Number

(thousands)

Percent of 
estimated 
working 

time of all 
workers

Per
worker
involved

1927 __ _______  ___  „ 707 2 6 .5 330 1 .4 26,200 0. 37 79. 5
1928 __ __ __ 604 27. 6 314 1.3 12,600 . 17 40 .2
1929 -------- -  ------------------ 921 22.6 289 1.2 5,350 .0 7 18. 5
1930 __ ___ __  .............._ _ 637 2 2 .3 183 .8 3,320 .05 18. 1
1931 ____ ________  _ 810 18.8 342 1.6 6,890 . 11 20.2

1932 __ _______ __ 841 19.6 324 1.8 10,500 . 23 3 2 .4
1933 1,695 16.9 1,170 6 .3 16,900 . 36 14 .4
1934 __ ____ 1,856 19.5 1,470 7 .2 19,600 .38 13 .4
1935 _____ _ __ 2 ,0 1 4 23 .8 1,120 5 .2 15,500 .29 13. 8
1936 __ __ _________ 2 ,172 2 3 .3 789 3. 1 13,900 .21 17. 6

1937 __________  . 4 , 740 2 0 .3 1,860 7 .2 28 ,400 . 43 15.3
1938 2 ,772 2 3 .6 688 2 .8 9,150 . 15 13.3
1939 -  -  -------- 2 ,613 2 3 .4 1, 170 4. 7 17,800 .28 15.2
1940 __ __ _ _ _ _ _  _ __ 2 ,508 2 0 .9 577 2 .3 6 , 700 . 10 11.6
1941 __ _ _ 4 ,288 18.3 2 ,360 8 .4 23 ,000 . 32 9 .8

1942 __ __ 2 ,9 6 8 11.7 840 2 .8 4, 180 .05 5 .0
1943 _ _ 3 ,752 5 .0 1,980 6 .9 13,500 . 15 6.8
1944 . _______ 4, 956 5 .6 2 , 120 7 .0 8,720 .09 4. 1
1945 . . 4 , 750 9 .9 3 ,470 12.2 38,000 .4 7 11.0
1946 __ __ __ _ __ 4 ,985 2 4 .2 4 ,600 14. 5 116,000 1.43 25 .2

1947 __ __ ___  __ __ 3, 693 2 5 .6 2 ,170 6 . 5 34,600 .41 15.9
1948 3 ,419 21.8 1,960 5 .5 34,100 .37 17.4
1949 3 ,606 22 .5 3 ,030 9 .0 50,500 .59 16.7
1950 __ _ __ 4 , 843 19.2 2 ,410 6 .9 38,800 . 44 16. 1
1951 _____ 4 , 737 17 .4 2,220 5. 5 22 ,900 .23 10.3

1952 __ 5, 117 19.6 3,540 8 .8 59,100 . 57 16. 7
1953 5,091 20„ 3 2 ,400 5 .6 28 ,300 .26 11.8
1954 ___  ____ 3 ,468 2 2 .5 1,530 3 .7 22,600 .21 14. 7
1955 __ _ . 4 ,320 18.5 2, 650 6.2 28,200 .2 6 10. 7

1956 _____ _ __ _____ _ 3, 825 18.9 1,900 4. 3 33, 100 .29 17.4
1957 ____________ __ --------
1958 .................... .......  ........
1959 ------------------------ --------
1960 __ ___ _____

1 The number of stoppages and workers relate to those beginning in the year; average duration to those 
ending in the year. Man-days of idleness include all stoppages in effect.

Available information for earlier periods appear in BLS Bull. 1016, Handbook of Labor Statistics, table 
E -2 . For a discussion of the procedures involved in the collection and compilation of work stoppage statistics, 
see BLS Bull. 1168, Techniques of Preparing Major BLS Statistical Series, Chapter 12.

2 In this and subsequent tables, workers are counted more than once in these figures if they were involved 
in more than 1 stoppage during the year.

3 Figures are simple averages; each stoppage is given equal weight regardless of its size.
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TABLE 2 .— Work stoppages involving 10, 000 or more workers, selected periods

Stoppages involving 10, 000 or more workers

Period
Number

Percent of 
total for 
period

Workers involved Man-days idle

Number
(thousands)

Percent of 
total for 

period
Number

(thousands)1
Percent of 

total for 
period

1935-39 average ____________ ______ 11 0 .4 365 32 .4 5, 290 31. 2
1947-49 average __ ________________ 18 . 5 1, 270 53. 4 23,800 59.9
1945 ______________________  _________ 42 .9 1,350 38. 9 19,300 50. 7
1946 _________________________________ 31 .6 2, 920 63.6 66,400 57. 2
1947 _________________________________ 15 .4 1, 030 47. 5 17,700 51. 2
1948 __________________________________ 20 .6 870 44. 5 18,900 55. 3
1949 __________________________________ 18 . 5 1, 920 63. 2 34,900 69. 0
1950 _________________________________ 22 . 5 738 30. 7 21,700 56. 0
1951 _________________________________ 19 .4 457 20. 6 5, 680 24. 8
1952 __________________________________ 35 . 7 1, 690 47. 8 36,900 62 .6
1953 __ ______________________________ 28 . 5 650 27. 1 7, 270 25. 7
1954 _________________________________ 18 . 5 437 28. 5 7, 520 33. 3
1955 ______________________  ____ 26 .6 1,210 45. 6 12,300 4 3 .4
1956 ________  _______________________ 12 . 3 758 39.9 19,600 59. 1

Includes idleness in any stoppages beginning in earlier years.

TABLE 3 .— Monthly trends in work stoppages, 1955-56

Month

Number of stoppages Workers involved in stoppages Man-da ys idle 
month

Beginning
in

month

In effect 
during 
month

Beginning 
in month 

(thousands)

In effect during month
during

Number
(thousands)

Percent 
of total 

employed
Number

(thousands)

Percent of 
estimated 
working 

time of all 
workers

1955

January -------------------------------------------- 229 322 49 69 0. 17 386 0. 04
February ----------------------------------------- 255 347 92 122 . 30 610 . 07
M a r c h ---------------------------------------------- 310 435 164 212 . 51 1,680 . 18
A p r i l ------------------------------------------------- 352 497 211 308 . 74 2, 730 . 31
May -------------------------------------------------- 432 616 177 324 . 77 2, 820 . 32
J u n e--------------------------------------------------- 506 734 487 593 1.39 3, 380 . 36
July ........................................................ 464 718 637 776 1.82 3, 320 .39
August ----------------------------------------- ----- 496 740 236 384 .89 3 ,060 . 31
Septem ber---------------------------------------- 453 717 234 381 . 88 2, 770 . 30
O c to b e r -------------------------------------------- 431 654 214 292 . 67 2 ,470 .2 7
November ---------------------------------------- 242 451 84 201 .46 2, 630 .29
December ---------------------------------------- 150 303 61 178 .40 2 ,340 .25

1956

January -------------------------------------------- 260 357 88 192 . 44 2, 150 .24
February ----------------------------------------- 2 70 390 82 196 .45 2 ,270 .25
M a r c h ----------------------------------------------- 264 394 69 193 .4 4 2 ,020 .21
April ------------------------------------------------ 382 516 141 199 .4 6 1, 540 . 17
M a y ---------------------------------------------------- 478 648 202 287 . 65 2 ,910 . 30
J u n e--------------------------------------------------- 3 72 576 115 230 . 52 2, 010 .21
July .................................. - .............. 377 570 591 669 1. 52 12,500 1. 35
A u g u st----------------------------------------------- 398 625 137 699 1. 56 2 ,960 .29
September ---------------------------------------- 336 541 156 209 .46 1, 630 . 19
October -------------------------------------------- 332 524 133 178 .40 1, 180 . 11
N o v em b er---------------------------------------- 242 403 158 204 .45 1,460 . 15
December ------------------------------------— 114

.

240 29 53 . 12 472 .05
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TABLE 4 .— Major issues involved in work stoppages, 1956

Major issues

Stoppages beginning in 1956 Man-clays idle 
ig 1956 
oppages)

Number
Percent

of
total1

Workers involved
durii 

(all st

Number1
Percent

of
total1

Number 1
Percent

of
total1

A il issues --------------------------------------------------- 3, 825 100. 0 1 ,900 ,000 100. 0 33 ,100 ,000 100. 0

W ages, hours, and supplementary
benefits ------------- ---------------------------------------- 1,821 47. 6 1 ,270 , 000 66. 8 2 4 ,300 , 000 73. 5

Wage increase -------------------------------------- 1,094 28. 6 924,000 48. 6 19 ,300 ,000 58. 2
Wage decrease -------------------------------------- 10 . 3 600 (2) 660,000 2. 0
Wage increase, hour decrease ---------- 45 1.2 7, 680 . 4 66,600 .2
Wage increase, pension and/or

social insurance benefits ----------------- 258 6. 7 105,000 5. 5 2 ,2 1 0 ,0 0 0 6. 7
Pension and/or social insurance

benefits ------------------------------------------------ 23 . 6 9, 120 . 5 41,800 . 1
Other3 -  -  ----------  ---------------------- 391 10.2 224,000 11. 8 2, 100,000 6. 3

Union organization, wages, hours,
and supplementary benefits ------------------ 329 8. 6 81,200 4. 3 5, 070, 000 15. 3

Recognition, wages, and/or
hours ---------------------------------------------------- 202 5. 3 21 ,200 1. 1 494,000 1. 5

Strengthening bargaining position,
wages, and/or hours ------------------------- 32 . 8 6, 020 . 3 3 ,7 3 0 ,0 0 0 11. 3

Closed or union shop, wages,
and/or hours -------------------------------------- 95 2. 5 54,000 2. 8 841,000 2. 5

Union organization ------------------------------------ 445 11.6 102,000 5. 4 1 ,100 ,000 3. 3

Recognition -------------------------------------------- 301 7.9 22 ,700 1.2 420,000 1.3
Strengthening bargaining position ----- 42 1. 1 66,600 3. 5 494,000 1. 5
Closed or union sh o p ---------------------------- 77 2. 0 11,300 . 6 149,000 . 5
Discrimination -------------------------------------- 13 . 3 480 (2) 6,060 (2)
Othe r ------------------------------------------------------- 12 . 3 1,370 - 1

29 ,800 . 1

Other working conditions-------------------------- 862 22. 5 375,000 19. 7 2 ,1 6 0 ,0 0 0 6. 5

Job security ------------------------------------------- 416 10.9 184,000 9. 7 1 ,2 70 ,000 3 .9
Shop conditions and policies -------------- 387 10. 1 149,000 7. 8 562,000 1. 7
Workload ------------------------------------------------ 55 1 .4 38,300 2. 0 199,000 . 6
Othe r ------------------ ----------------- ------------------ 4 . 1 4, 190 .2 124,000 . 4

Interunion or intraunion matters ------------ 317 8. 3 67,600 3. 6 423,000 1. 3

Sympathy ------------------------------------------------ 68 1. 8 25, 600 1. 3 179, 000 . 5
Union rivalry4 -------------------------------------- 27 . 7 2, 330 . 1 23 ,200 . 1
Jurisdiction3 ----------------------------------------- 214 5. 6 37, 100 2. 0 212,000 .6
Union administration 6 ------------------------- 8 .2 2, 550 . 1 8, 760 (2)

Not reported ----------------------------------------------- 51 1.3 4, 630 .2 22 ,800 . 1

1 In this and subsequent tables the sum of the individual items may not equal the totals for the group, b e­
cause the individual figures have been rounded.

a Less than 0 .0 5  percent.
3 Issues such as retroactivity, holidays, vacations, job classification, piece rates, incentive standards, 

or other related matters unaccompanied by proposals to effect general changes in wage rates are included in 
this category. Slightly more than a third of the stoppages in this group occurred over piece rates or incentive 
standards.

4 Includes disputes between unions of different affiliation such as those between unions affiliated with the 
A F L -C IO  and nonaffiliates.

5 Includes disputes between unions of the same affiliation. Some jurisdictional stoppages are sm all, brief, 
and local in scope and frequently are not reported either by cooperating agencies or by newspapers; hence, these 
figures do not include all such stoppages that may have occurred during the year.

4 Includes disputes within a union over the administration of union affairs or regulations.
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TABLE 5 .— Work stoppages oy industry group, 19 26

Industry group

Stoppages beginning 
in 1956

Man-days idle during 
1956 (all stoppages)

Numb e r W orkers 
involved Number

Percent of 
estimated 

working time 
of all workers

A ll industries -------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 3, 825 1 ,900 ,000 33 ,100 ,000 0 .29

MANUFACTURING ------------------------------ 1 1 ,986 1 ,360 ,000 27, 100, 000 0. 63

Primary metal industries ------------------------------------------------ 238 573,000 12 ,700 ,000 3. 81
Fabricated metal products (except ordnance,

machinery, and transportation equipment) ------------- 229 87, 700 1 ,420 ,000 . 50
Ordnance and accessories ------------------------------------------ -— 15 11,200 90,700 .2 7
Electrical machinery, equipment, and

supplies ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 106 62,700 3 ,0 5 0 ,0 0 0 .99
Machinery (except e lectrica l)------------------------------------------- 211 113,000 3 ,6 3 0 ,000 . 83
Transportation equipment ----------------------------------------------- 145 123,000 1 ,800 ,000 .40
Lumber and wood products (except furniture) ------------- 47 4 ,920 82,400 . 04
Furniture and fixtures ------------------------------------------------------- 96 21,100 245,000 .2 6
Stone, clay, and glass products ------------------------------------- 113 76,400 994,000 . 69
Textile m ill products -------------------------------------------------------- 70 18,200 426,000 . 16
Apparel and other finished products made

from fabrics and sim ilar m aterials ---------------------------- 129 13,800 173,000 .0 6
Leather and leather products ----------------------------------------- 54 8,940 74,000 . 08
Food and kindred products -------------------------------------- -------- 160 71,300 513,000 . 13
Tobacco manufactures ----------------------------------------------------- 4 790 20,600 .0 8
Paper and allied products ------------------------------------------------ 51 15,200 233,000 . 16
Printing, publishing, and allied industries ------------------ 31 5,900 105,000 . 05
Chemicals and allied products ---------------------------------------- 92 37, 500 399,000 . 19
Products of petroleum and coal ------------------------------------- 19 8,450 174, 000 .2 7
Rubber products ------------------------------------------------------------------ 55 81,300 580,000 . 83
Professional, scientific, and controlling

instruments; photographic and optical
goods; watches and clocks -------------------------------------------- 33 7,030 134,000 . 16

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries ---------------------- 89 16,200 295,000 .23

NONMANUFACTURING —  ------------ 1 1,856 544,000 6, 020,000 .09

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing -------------------------------- 6 2 ,030 10,400 (a)
Mining ------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 321 129,000 1,320 ,000 . 65
Construction -------------------------------------------------------------------— 784 231,000 2 ,6 8 0 ,0 0 0 . 35
Trade ---------------------------------------------- ------ ------ ----------------------- 336 3 7, 100 558,000 . 02
Finance, insurance, and real estate ----------------------------- 15 840 38,400 (a)
Transportation, communication, and

other public utilities ------------------------------------------------------- 243 130,000 1, 170,000 . 11
Services— personal, business, and other ----------- ------- 126 10,700 227,000 (2)
Government— administration, protection,

and sanitation3 ----------------------------------------------------------------- 27 3,460 11,100 (2)

1 This figure is less than the sum of the figures below because a few stoppages extending into 2 or more 
industry groups have been counted in this column in each industry group affected; workers involved and man-days 
idle were divided among the respective groups.

2 Not available.
3 Municipally operated utilities are included in "transportation, communication, and other public u tilitie s ."
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TABLE 6 .— Work stoppages by State, 1956

State

United States

Alabama —
A r iz o n a ----
Arkansas 
California - 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware —

District of Columbia
Florida --------------------
G e o r g ia ---------------------
Idaho -------------------------
Illinois ----------------------
In d ian a----------------------
I o w a --------------------------

Kansas -----------
K e n tu c k y -------
L ouisiana-------
Maine ------------
Maryland — —  
Massachusetts 
M ic h ig a n -------

M in n eso ta --------
M ississippi —
M issouri ----------
Montana ----------
Nebraska ---------
Nevada ------------
New Hampshire

New Jersey —  
New Mexico —
New Y o r k --------
North Carolina 
North Dakota -
O h i o ----------------
Oklahom a--------

Oregon -----------
Pennsylvania - 
Rhode Island - 
South Carolina 
South Dakota -
Tennessee ----
Texas --------------

U t a h --------------
V e rm o n t-------
V irg in ia --------
Washington —  
W est Virginia
W isc o n sin ----
W y o m in g ------

Stoppages beginning 
in 1956

Man-days idle during 
1956 (all stoppages)

Number Workers Number
Percent of 
estimated

involved 1 working time 
of ail workers 1

a3 , 825 1 ,900 ,000 33 ,100 ,000 0 .29

101 63,300 1,490, 000 1.00
12 7, 700 121,000 .25
23 5, 740 108,000 . 16

217 92,700 1,220 ,000 . 13
33 15,100 297, 000 . 32
68 28,700 534,000 .2 6
16 4 ,910 76,000 .22

8 2,270 9, 310 . 01
68 11,700 205,000 .09
40 12,700 193,000 .09
11 2, 550 30,500 . 10

215 122,000 1 ,750 ,000 .22
136 110,000 2 ,0 9 0 ,0 0 0 . 65

56 21,000 302,000 .22

27 3 ,910 25, 300 . 02
109 25,800 239,000 . 18
42 26,400 438,000 .2 7
16 1,490 11,900 . 02
29 41,600 896,000 .48

170 55,000 831,000 .20
210 98,800 1,190 ,000 . 22

43 30,200 600,000 . 32
20 6,430 28, 800 . 04

117 39,400 444,000 . 15
18 1,310 21,400 .06
24 5,410 43,500 . 06
13 3 ,230 14,300 . 08
10 420 3, 800 . 01

190 68,200 1 ,270 ,000 .29
16 2 ,910 17,900 . 05

423 160,000 2 ,9 8 0 ,0 0 0 .22
22 10,200 293,000 . 12

6 150 2,200 . 01
357 291,000 4, 720,000 . 66

42 10,600 154,000 . 13

27 6, 780 67,400 .0 6
520 300,000 7 ,280 ,000 . 87

27 4 ,290 33,100 . 05
12 5,430 153,000 . 13

6 920 6,390 . 03
111 32,800 427, 000 .23

76 43,900 872,000 . 17

24 12,800 90,800 .20
8 1, 330 9, 190 . 04

49 12,600 131,000 . 06
48 11,100 197, 000 . 12

191 68,400 589,000 . 54
62 28,400 537, 000 .21

5 100 890 . 01

1 Percent of United States total as carried in form er years, available in Monthly Labor Review, May 1957 (p. 570). 
a The sum of the figures in this column exceeds 3 ,825  because the stoppages extending across State lines 

have been counted in each State affected; workers involved and man-days idle were divided among the States.
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TABLE 7 .— Work stoppages by metropolitan area, 1956 1

Metropolitan area

Stoppages 
beginning in 

1956 *
Man-days idle 
during 1956a 

(all stoppages)Number Workers
involved

Akron, O h io ---------------------- 29 21 ,300 195,000
Albany-Schenectady-

Troy, N. Y. -------------------- 25 9, 100 70,000
Albuquerque, N. M e x .----- 7 510 2, 350
Allentown-Bethlehem*

Easton, Pa. —----------------- 36 26 ,700 573,000

Atlanta, Ga. — ----------------- 20 8,480 103,000
Baltimore, Md. ----------------- 23 37,800 880,000
Baton Rouge, L a .-------------- 10 1,360 10,800
Bay City, M i c h .---------------- 6 1, 790 33,100
Beaumont-Port Arthur,

T e x .---------------------------------- 9 7,480 342,000

Billings, Mont. ----------------- 6 260 7, 710
Birmingham, Ala. ------------ 46 25 ,200 1 ,080 ,000
Boston, M a s s . ------------------ 55 21 ,100 214,000
Bridgeport, C o n n .------------ 11 3,110 128, 000
Buffalo, N. Y . -------------------- 53 42,900 1 ,050 ,000

Canton, O h io -------------- ------ 16 19,100 373,000
Cedar Rapids, Iowa --------- 8 660 2,440
Charleston, S. C . ----------- 6 1,350 8, 570
Charleston, W. Va. --------- 12 3, 010 49,900
Charlotte, N. C. -------------- 7 470 4,080

Chattanooga, Tenn. --------- 20 5, 120 32,200
Chicago, I I I . ---------------------- 86 110,000 2 ,4 6 0 , 000
Cincinnati, O h io ---------------- 32 10,900 61,000
Cleveland, O h io --------------- 44 68,200 1,010 ,000
Columbus, Ohio --------------- 13 4, 590 149,000

Corpus Christi, T e x . ------ 7 4, 020 39,400
Dallas, T e x .---------------------- 9 2 ,620 25, 100
Davenport, Iowa-Rock

Is land-Moline, III. --------- 8 6,260 354,000
Dayton, Ohio -------------------- 13 2, 830 22,700

Decatur, I I I . ---------------------- 13 4 ,300 15,900
Denver, Colo. ------------------ 21 5, 730 64,300
Des Moines, Iowa ----------- 21 8 ,580 212,000
Detroit, M i c h . ---------- --------- 111 64,800 719,000
Duluth, Minn. -Superior,

W is. — ...................... 12 7, 000 139,000

Erie, P a . ---------------------------- 13 1, 150 12,600
Evansville, I n d .---------------- 8 7,430 87,400
Fall River, M a s s . ----------- 13 2, 730 33,400
Flint, M i c h .---------------------- 7 1,910 3,900
Fort Smith, A r k . -------------- 5 420 12,100

Fort Wayne, Ind. ------------- 6 7,240 26, 300
Galveston, T e x . ---------------- 5 3, 860 24,100
Grand Rapids, M ic h .-------- 7 1,650 54,600
Ham ilton- Middletown,

O h io ---------------------------------- 5 1,170 6.400

Harrisburg, Pa. ------- -------- 8 7,820 172,000
Hartford, C o n n .--------------- 14 6, 600 47,000
Houston, T e x . ------------—— 16 8, 110 142,000
Huntington, W. Va.

Ashland, Ky. ------------------ 24 8 ,660 151,000

Metropolitan area

Stoppages 
beginning in 

1956*
Man-days idle 

during 1956* 
(all stoppages)Number Workers

involved

Indianapolis, I n d .---------- 15 8,650 122,000
Jackson, M i c h .-------------- 9 2 ,230 11,400
Jackson, M iss. -------------- 6 1,000 4, 520
Jacksonville, Fla. --------- 11 2, 760 47,600
Johnstown, P a . -------------- 14 19,300 480,000

Kalamazoo, M ic h .---------- 7 4 ,490 32,000
Kansas City, M o .------------ 39 14,400 201,000
Kenosha, W is. --------------- 5 300 2 ,200
King s ton-Newburgh-

Poughkeepsie, N. Y .— 14 3,330 115,000

Knoxville, T enn .------------- 25 9, 580 66,400
Lancaster, P a .--------------- 7 670 12,100
Lawrence, M a s s .----------- 7 3, 780 94,100
Little Rock-North

Little Rock, A r k . ------- 6 480 7, 150

Lorain-Elyria, Ohio------ 18 18,000 303,000
Los Angeles-Long

Beach, C a l i f .--------------- 84 39,300 518,000
Louisville, K y . ------ -------- 31 5, 550 61, 700
Lowell, M a s s . --------------- 6 350 2, 600

Madison, W i s . --------------- 6 3, 630 108,000
Memphis, T e n n .------------- 22 5, 600 67,800
M iam i, F l a . ....................... 22 3, 520 128,000
Milwaukee, W i s . ------------- 22 9, 780 195,000
Minneapolis-St. Paul,

M in n .----------------------------- 26 6,870 67,000

Mobile, A l a . ------------------- 13 9 ,590 33,700
Muncie, In d .------ ------------- 7 7, 610 27,300
Nashville, Tenn. ----------- 16 4, 810 119,000
New Bedford, M a s s .------ 15 1,380 26,300
New Haven, C o n n .--------- 14 3, 110 63,000

New Orleans, L a . ---------- 22 22 ,900 409,000
New York-North-

eastern New Jersey — 419 124,000 2 ,2 8 0 ,0 0 0
Norfolk- Portsmouth,

V a . --------------------------------- 12 2 ,380 31,400

Ogden, U ta h -------------------- 5 1,260 7, 720
Oklahoma City, Okla. — 5 1,520 37, 500
Omaha, N e b r .----------------- 13 4 ,400 29,200
Peoria, I I I . --------------------- 11 21,400 92,700
Philadelphia, P a . ---------- 118 64,500 1 ,730 ,000

Phoenix, A r i z . ---------------- 6 3,890 102,000
Pittsburgh, P a . ---------- — 118 112,000 3, 070,000
Pittsfield, M a s s . ---------- 6 1,060 1,280
Portland, M a i n e ----------- 5 730 1,470
Portland, O r e g .------------- 17 5,430 37,200

Providence, R. I . ---------- 23 2, 370 23,000
Reading, P a . ------------------ 16 3,520 35,600
Richmond, V a . ---------------- 6 640 7,310
Rochester, N. Y. ---------- 11 1,960 17,600
Rockford, I I I . ----------------- 5 440 1,300

Sacramento, C a l i f . ------- 9 960 10,000
St. Louis, Mo. -E ast

St. Louis, I I I . -------------- 80 41 ,400 318,000
Salt Lake City, Utah------ 10 2 ,830 21,200
San Bernardino, Calif.— 12 1,110 14,500

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 7 .— Work stoppages by metropolitan area, 1956 1 -  Continued

Metropolitan area

Stoppages
beginningin

1956^
Man-days idle 
during 1956 2 

(all stoppages)
Metropolitan area

Stoppages 
beginning in 

1956*
Man-days idle 
during 1956 2 

(all stoppages)Number Workers
involved

Number Workers
involved

San Diego, Calif. ---------- 14 3, 610 49,900 Tampa-St. Petersburg,
San Francisco- Fla. ----- ----------------------- 14 1, 730 7, 600

Oakland, Calif. ----------- 85 38,000 472,000 Terre Haute, Ind. --------- 7 1,330 15,000
San Jose, Calif. ------------- 10 3,220 58,200 Toledo, Ohio ----------------- 20 6, 700 91,000
Scranton, Pa. ----------------- 15 3, 110 22,200 Trenton, N. J . ------- ------ 12 7, 300 172,000

Tulsa, O k la .------------------ 17 5,910 71,500
Seattle, Wash. --------------- 14 4, 090 67,000 Utica-Rome, N. Y. ------ 8 1,030 5, 810
Spokane, Wash. -------------- 5 1, 000 1,660 Washington, D. C .--------- 9 2, 320 10,700
Springfield, 111. ------------- 12 3,440 42,300 Waterbury, C o n n .--------- 9 8,060 224,000
Springfield-Holyoke, Wheeling, W. V a .-

M ass. ----------------------------- 20 9,450 199,000 Steubenville, O h io ----- 39 28 ,600 470,000

W ilkes-B arre-
Springfield, Mo. ------------- 5 410 11,700 Hazleton, P a . ------------- 30 2, 630 48,400
Stamford-Norwalk, Wilmington, D e l . ---------- 16 5,260 76,700

Conn. ----------------------------- 6 220 2,260 W orcester, M ass. ------- 19 5, 770 94,200
Syracuse, N. Y. ----------- 7 4, 640 59,100 York, Pa. ---------------------- 15 1,740 27, 800
Tacoma, Wash. ------------- 5 200 1,220 Youngstown, Ohio --------- 80 85,600 1 ,590 ,000

1 The table includes data for each of the metropolitan areas that had 5 or more stoppages in 1956. Beginning 
with 1952, data were tabulated separately for 182 metropolitan areas; in 1955 the number was increased to 205. 
Information prior to 1952 was confined to city boundaries. The metropolitan areas are principally those on the lists 
of Standard Metropolitan Areas compiled by the Bureau of the Budget as of January 28, 1949, and June 5, 1950. 
A few areas were added, including some that had been in the strike series in earlier years. (Lists of these m etro­
politan areas are available upon request from the Division of Wages and Industrial Relations, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. )

Some metropolitan areas include counties in more than 1 State, and hence, an area total may equal or exceed 
the total for the State in which the major city is located. The Washington, D. C. metropolitan area, which includes 
the District of Columbia and adjacent counties in Maryland and Virginia, exceeds slightly the 1956 totals for the 
District of Columbia as shown in table 6, work stoppages by State. Idleness in the Chicago metropolitan area, which 
includes Cook, Du Page, Kane, Lake and Will Counties, III., and Lake County, Ind. , exceeds the Illinois total.

2 Intermetropolitan area stoppages are counted separately in each area affected with the workers involved and 
man-days idle allocated to the respective areas.

TABLE 8 .— Work stoppages by affiliation of unions involved, 1956

Affiliation

Stoppages beginning in 1956 Man-days idle 
during 1956 

(all stoppages)
Number

Percent
of

total

Workers involved

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

Total --------------------------------------------------------------------- 3, 825 100. 0 1 ,900 ,000 100. 0 33 ,100 ,000 100. 0

A F L - C I O ....................................... - ............................ 3 ,242 84. 8 1 ,670 ,000 87. 7 26 ,4 0 0 ,0 0 0 79. 7
Unaffiliated un ion s------------------------------------------------ 485 12. 7 219,000 11. 5 2 ,9 6 0 ,0 0 0 8 .9
Single-firm  u nions------------------------------------------------ 19 . 5 9 ,450 . 5 114,000 . 3
Different affiliations -------------------------------------------- 29 . 8 3, 110 .2 1 3 ,6 2 0 ,0 0 0 10.9
No union in v o lv ed --------------------------------- ---------------- 42 1. 1 3 ,280 .2 26, 100 . 1
Not reported ----------------------------------------------------------- 8 .2 2 70 (*) 9 ,830 (2)

1 Includes 1956 idleness resulting from the prolonged stoppage of mem bers of the International Union of E lec­
trical Workers and the United Electrical Workers (Ind.), beginning in October 1955 at the Westinghouse Electric Corp.

2 Less than 0 .05  percent.
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TABLE 9 .— Work stoppages by number of workers involved, 1956

Number of workers

Stoppages beginning in 1956 Man-day idle 
during 1956 

(all stoppages)

Number
Percent

of
total

Workers involved

Numb e r
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

All workers --------------------------------------------------------- 3, 825 1 0 0 . 0 1 ,900 ,000 100 . 0 33 ,100 ,000 1 0 0 . 0

6 and under 20 ---------------------------------------------------- 680 17. 8 8, 000 0. 4 127, 000 0 .4
20 and under 100 ------------------------------------------------- 1,338 35. 0 65,700 3. 5 945,000 2 .9
100 and under 250 ------------------------------------------------ 798 20 .9 128,000 6. 7 1 ,420 ,000 4 .3
2 50 and under 500 ------------------------------------------------ 468 12. 2 158,000 8. 3 1 ,850 ,000 5. 6
500 and under 1,000 ------------------------------------------- 254 6 .6 172,000 9. 1 1 ,960 ,000 5.9
1,000 and under 5 ,000  ---------------------------------------- 260 6. 8 522,000 2 7 .4 5 ,650 ,000 17.1
5,000 and under 10,000 ------------------------------------- 15 . 4 90,400 4. 8 1 ,590 ,000 4. 8
10, 000 and over --------------------------------------------------- 12 . 3 758,000 39.9 19 ,600 ,000 59. 1

TABLE 1 0 .— Work stoppages by number of establishments involved, 1956

Number of establishments 
involved 1

Stoppages beginning in 1956 Man-days idle 
during 1956 

(all stoppages)

Number
Percent

of
total

Workers involved

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

Total ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 3, 825 100. 0 1 , 900,000 100. 0 33 ,100 ,000 100.0

1 estab lish m en t----------------------------------------------------- 2 ,975 77. 8 765,000 40 .2 7 ,600 ,000 23. 0
2 to 5 establishments -------------------------------------------- 421 11.0 198,000 10. 4 3 ,9 6 0 ,0 0 0 11.9
6 to 10 establishments ----------------------------------------- 158 4. 1 71,800 3. 8 885,000 2. 7
11 establishments or more --------------------------------- 259 6. 8 866,000 45. 5 2 0 ,600 ,000 62 .4

11 to 49 establishm ents---------------------------------- 174 4. 5 166,000 8. 7 5 ,500 ,000 16. 6
50 to 99 establishments ----------------------------------- 16 . 4 21 ,600 1. 1 222,000 . 7
100 establishments or more -------------------------- 18 . 5 540,000 28. 4 12 ,600 ,000 38. 0
Exact number not known2 ------------------------------ 51 1.3 138,000 7. 3 2 ,3 4 0 ,0 0 0 7. 1

Not reported ----------------------------------------------------------- 12 . 3 1,670 . 1 19,200 . 1

1 An establishment is defined as a single physical location where business is conducted or where services or 
industrial operations are performed; for example, a factory, m ill, store, mine, or farm . A  stoppage may involve 
1, 2, or more establishments of a single employer or it may involve different employers.

2 Information available indicates more than 11 establishments involved in each of these stoppages.
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TABLE 1 1 .— Work stoppages beginning in 1956 involving 10,000 or more workers

Beginning
date

Approximate 
duration 

(calendar 
days) 1

Establishment(s) and location Union(s) involved 2
Approximate 

number of 
workers 
involved 2

Major terms of settlem ent3

February 2\J 1 1 2 Republic Aviation Corp. , 
4 plants— Long Island, 
N. Y . area

Int* 1 A s s 1 n of 
Machinists;
Int*1 Bro . of 
Electrical 
Workers; and 
Int' 1 Union of 
Operating 5 
Engineers

1 2 ,0 0 0 Machinists: 7-cent hourly 
wage increases effective in 
June 1956, and again on April 
1, 1957; a 3d week of vaca­
tion after 12 years* seniority; 
improved company-paidhealth 
and welfare benefits; 2 days’ 
notice required prior to an 
indefinite layoff or 2 days * 
pay in lieu of notice.

Electrical W orkers: 12- 
centhourly wage increases ef­
fective immediately and again 
on April 1, 1957; supplemental 
benefit increases sim ilar to 
the LAM settlement.

Operating Engineers: Wage 
increases of 6  cents effec­
tive immediately and 7 cents 
in 1957; supplemental benefits 
sim ilar to the LAM agreement.

April 28 98 Tennessee Coal and 
Iron Division,
U .S . Steel Corp. , 
Birmingham, Ala.

Bro. of Locomo­
tive Firemen  
and Enginemen, 
(Ind. ) 4

2 1 , 0 0 0 A 3-year contract with hour­
ly wage increases of 1 1  cents 
effective immediately and 9 . 1 
cents in the 2d and 3d years 
of the contract; a cost-o f- 
living escalator clause; pre­
mium pay for Sunday work and 
liberalized holiday pay; jury 
duty pay; liberalized insurance 
agreement; and Supplementary 
Unemployment Benefits.

May 1 27 Construction industry, 
Northeastern Ohio 
(including Cleveland 
area)

Building Trades 
Unions

40,000 Two-year agreements----
majority of unions received 
hourly wage increases of 1 l x/ z  
cents retroactive to May 1,
1956, and I 6y2 cents on May 1,
1957. Sheet-metal workers 
received, in addition, a l x/ z -  
cent an hour employer con­
tribution to a vacation fund 
effective May 1, 1957. Brick­
layers received a 15-cent 
hourly wage increase plus 
Z l/ z  cents an hour contribu­
tion to welfare fund retroac­
tive to May 1, 1956, and 
I 6y2 -cents hourly wage in­
crease effective May 1, 1957.

May 1 71 Construction industry, 
New Orleans area, 
Louisiana

Int11 Ass 1 n of 
Bridge, Struc­
tural and Orna­
mental' Iron 
Workers

10 ,0 00 A 2-year contract provid­
ing for hourly wage increases 
of 10 cents retroactive to 
May 1, 1956, and again on 
November 1, 1956, and May 1, 
1957; and change in area cov- 
eredby travel time agreement.

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 1 1 .— Work stoppages beginning in 1956 involving 10,000 or more workers -  Continued

’B e g i n n i n g
date

Approximate 
duration 

(calendar 
days)1

Establishment(s) and location Union(s) involved 2
Approximate 

number of 
workers 
involved 2

Major terms of settlem ent3

July 1 5 36 Steel industry, 
nationwide

United Steel­
workers

500,000 A 3 -year contract provid­
ing for hourly wage rate in­
creases averaging 1 0 l/ z  cents 
effective on the contract date 
and 9. 1 cents in the 2d and 
3d years of the contract; a 
semiannual cost-of-living es­
calator clause; changes in 
supplementary benefits effec­
tive at various dates during 
contract period; premium pay 
for Sunday work; liberalized  
premium pay for holiday work; 
supplemental unemployment 
benefit plan; pay for jury 
duty; a 7th paid holiday; and 
improved health, welfare and 
pension benefits; also; a re ­
vised union shop provision.

July 7 12 Construction industry, 
San Francisco area, 
California

United Bro. of 
Carpenters and 
Joiners

13,000 A 3-year contract provid­
ing for hourly wage increases 
of 12.l/ z  cents retroactive to 
July 7, 1956, 5 cents effective 
June 15, 1957, and I2 .l/ z  cents 
on June 15, 1958; on the latter 
date an additional 2 l/ z  cents an 
hour to be used by the union 
at its discretion for supple­
menting its health or pension 
plans or to increase wage 
rates; a 10-cent hourly em ­
ployer contribution to a va­
cation fund beginning on Jan­
uary 1, 1957; and a 10-cent 
hourly contribution to a pen­
sion fund effective June 15, 
1957.

August 1 625 Aluminum Company of 
Am erica and 
Reynolds Metals Co. , 
13 States

United Steel­
workers

27,000 A 3-year contract provid­
ing for hourly wage increases 
averaging 11.83 cents retro­
active to August 1, 1956, 
10.66 cents— Alcoa, and 11.66 
cents— Reynolds, effective Au­
gust 1, 1957, and 9 .66  cents 
effective August 1, 1958; pro­
portional increases in incen­
tive pay; a semiannual cost- 
of-living escalator clause; 
changes in supplemental bene­
fits effective at various con­
tract dates; increased pay for 
work on holidays; higher shift 
differentials; a 7th paid holi­
day; and a supplemental un­
employment benefit plan.

September 1 728 Members of Glass Con­
tainer Manufacturer' s 
Institute; National A sso ­
ciation of Pressed and 
Blown Glassware; and 
some independent com ­
panies, 16 States

American Flint 
Glass Workers 
Union

47,000 One-year contract provid­
ing for 6 - percent wage in­
crease and pay for jury duty.

September 2() 10 Swift and Co. , 
26 States

Amalgamated 
Me ate utters 
and United 
Packinghouse 
Workers

25,000 A 3 -year contract provid­
ing for hourly wage increases 
of 10 cents effective September 
24, 1956, and 7y2 cents on Sep­
tember 1, 1957 and 1958; re ­
duction of area wage differen­
tials; elimination of women1 s 
wage differential; a cost-o f- 
living escalator clause; lib­
eralized sick pay benefits; 
and a separation pay plan.

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 1 1 .— Work stoppages beginning in 1956 involving 10,000 or more workers -  Continued

Beginning
date

Approximate 
duration 

(calendar 
days)1

Establishment(s) and location Union(s) involved 2
Approximate 

number of 
workers 
involved 2

Major terms of settlem ent3

October 2 3 Caterpillar Tractor Co. , 
East Peoria, 111.

United Automo­
bile Workers

19,000 Agreement to review and 
discuss certain grievances.

November 1 18 Firestone Tire and 
Rubber C o .,
7 States: Calif. ,
Ind. , Iowa, M ass. , 
Ohio, Pa. , and Tenn.

United Rubber 
Workers

21,000 A 2y2-year contract pro­
viding funeral leave and sup­
plementary pay for workers 
during Armed Forces reserve 
training sessions and liber­
alizing seniority provisions, 
the incentive system , vaca­
tion provisions, methods of 
computing weekly overtime 
pay, and pay provisions dur­
ing treatment of on-the-job  
injuries.

November 16 (8) Longshoring industry, 
Port of New York 
and other East and 
Gulf Coast ports

Int'l Longshore­
m en’ s Ass ’ n. 
(Ind.)

60,000 (8 )

1 Includes nonworkdays, such as Saturdays, Sundays, and established holidays.
2 The unions listed are those directly involved in the dispute. The number of workers involved may include 

members of other unions or nonunion workers idled by the dispute in the same establishment.
"W orkers involved" is the maximum number made idle for one shift or longer in establishments directly 

involved in a stoppage. (in those instances in which idleness fluctuates during the strike, the actual number of 
workers idle on varying dates is used in computing the man-days of idleness.) This figure does not measure the 
indirect or secondary effects on other establishments or industries whose employees are made idle as a result of 
material or service shortages.

3 The monthly Current Wage Developments reports of the Bureau sometimes describe the wage settlements 
in greater detail than they are presented here.

4 Until July 1, plant workers were idled by dispute of the Firemen and Enginemen. On that date plant workers, 
represented by the United Steelworkers, also struck upon the expiration of their contract.

5 On July 2 7, the United Steelworkers and 12 major steel producers signed a memorandum of agreement in­
corporating the provisions of a 3-year contract. Workers began returning to work as soon as individual contracts 
were signed, and by August 5 all of the major steel producers had signed new agreements.

8 Aluminum Company of Am erica reached agreement on August 9, and Reynolds Metals Co. on August 25.
* Glass Container Manufacturers' Institute reached agreement on September 9, National Association of Pressed  

and Blown Glassware on September 28.
8 Workers at all ports returned to their jobs on November 24 after a United States District Court issued 

a 10-day restraining order under provisions of the Labor Management Relations (Taft-Hartley) Act. Settlements 
were reached at Southern and Gulf Coast Ports before the 80-day injunction expired. On February 12, 1957, after
this injunction expired, some 35,000 longshoremen in Atlantic ports from Maine to Virginia left their jobs again. 
Final settlement was reached on February 22.
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TABLE 12 .— Duration of work stoppages ending in 19561

Duration (calendar days)
Stoppages Workers involved Man-days idle

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

All p erio d s____________________________________  _______ 3,821 100.0 1 ,930 ,000 100 . 0 37 ,500 ,000 100.0

1 d a y ------------- ---------------------------------------- --------- __ __ 534 14.0 149,000 7. 7 149,000 0. 4
2 to 3 days ________ _________________  _______  ____ _ 610 16. 0 209,000 10. 8 450,000 1.2
4 days and less than 1 w eek__________________________ 561 14. 7 218,000 11.3 745,000 2.0
1 week and less than x/ z  month (7 to 14 days) ------- 796 20.8 291,000 15. 1 1 ,950 ,000 5.2
l/ z  month and less than 1 month (15 to 2 9 days) ____ 622 16. 3 282,000 14. 6 3 ,460 ,000 9.2
1 month and less than 2 months (30 to 59 days) ____ 405 10.6 581,000 30. 1 14 ,900 ,000 39-6
2 months and less than 3 months (60 to 89 d a y s)___ 161 4 .2 55,800 2 .9 2 ,6 1 0 ,0 0 0 6 .9
3 months and over (90 days and over) _____________ 132 3. 5 146,000 7. 6 13 ,300 ,000 35. 5

1 The totals in this table and in tables 13 and 14 differ from those in the preceding tables, because these 
3 tables relate to stoppages ending during the year, including any 1955 idleness in these strikes.

TABLE 1 3 .— Method of terminating work stoppages ending in 19561

Stoppages Workers involved Man-days idle
Method of termination

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

All m ethods-------------------------------------------------------------------- 3,821 100.0 1 ,930 ,000 100.0 37 ,500 ,000 100.0

Agreement of parties reached -
D irectly ------------------------------------------------------------- -------- 1,809 47. 3 572,000 29. 6 3 ,870 ,000 10.3
With assistance of government agencies _______
With assistance of nongovernment mediators

1,179 30. 9 1 ,180 ,000 61.1 30 ,700 ,000 81. 7

or agencies _______ _______  ____________________
With combined assistance of government 

agencies and nongovernment mediators

29 . 8 4,210 .2 24,800 . 1

or agencies _______________________________________ 10 . 3 5, 630 .3 120,000 . 3
Terminated without formal settlem ent_____________ 709 18. 6 164,000 8. 5 2 ,5 5 0 ,0 0 0 6. 8
Employers discontinued business - ________________ 42 1 . 1 3,020 .2 253,000 . 7
Not reported __________________________________________ 43 1 . 1 2,750 . 1 47,500 . 1

1 See footnote 1, table 12.

TABLE 14 .— Disposition of issues in work stoppages ending in 1956 1

Stoppages Workers involved Man-daysi idle
Disposition of issues

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

Number
Percent

of
total

All issues __ ________________________________________ 3,821 100. 0 1 ,930 ,000 100.0 37,500 ,000 100.0

Issues settled or disposed of at termination of
3,390 88. 7 1,7 9 0 ,0 0 0 92.9 36 ,600 ,000 97. 5

Some or all issues to be adjusted after 
resumption of work -

By direct negotiation between employer (s) 
and union _____________________________________  — 224 5 .9 84,500 4 .4 442,000 1.2

By negotiation with the aid of government 
agencies ______  _________________-_______________ 11 . 3 5, 750 .3 73,700 .2

By arbitration___________________  ________________ 84 2.2 31,500 1.6 204,000 . 5
By other means 3 ________________  __ -------------------- 69 1.8 13,100 . 7 167,000 .4
Not reported-----------  ---------------------------------------------- 43 1. 1 2 ,750 . 1 47,500 . 1

1 See footnote 1, table 12.
2 Includes (a) those strikes in which a settlement was reached on the issues prior to return to work, (b) those 

in which the parties agreed to utilize the company's grievance procedure, and (c) any strikes in which the workers 
returned without formal agreement or settlement.

3 Includes cases referred to the National or State labor relations boards or other agencies for administrative 
action or employee elections, rather than factfinding, mediation or conciliation; and interunion or intraunion dis­
putes for which specific union procedures for adjudication have been developed.

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



24
Appendix A

TABLE A - 1 .— Work stoppages by industry, 1956

Industry
Stoppages

in
beginning
1956 Man-days idle 

during 1956 
(all stoppages)

Industry
l

Stoppages beginning 
in 1956 Man-days idle

Number 1 Workers 
involved Number Workers

involved (all stoppages)

13,825 1,900,000 33,100,000 Manufacturing -  Continued

11,986 1,360,000 27,100 ,000 Lumber and wood products
(except furniture) .. . . . . 47 4,920 82,400

1 238 573,000 12,700,000 Logging camps and
logging contractors _____________ 2 190 780

107 487,000 11,300,000 Sawmill s and planing mill s 14 2,370 42,700
55 20,000 292,000 Millwork, plywood, and

prefabricated structural
5 11,300 224,000 wood products ... . . . . 20 1,800 33,700

Wooden containers 7 460 3, 520
Miscellaneous wood products ____ 4 100 1,780

5 770 4,400
Furniture and fixtures 1 96 21, 100 245,000

18 24,100 359,000 Household furniture 75 11,300 152,000
22 3 ’ 530 34,700 Office furniture . ....... 8 6,770 24,400

Public-building and pro­
30 25,900 471,000 fessional furniture 2 220 6,470

Partitions, shelving, lockers,
and office and store fixtures 8 2, 530 58,100

Window and door screens,
1 229 87,700 1,420,000 shades, and Venetian b lin ds____ 3 210 4,840

5 1,9 50 7,970 Miscellaneous furniture and
fixtures 1 20 110

20 7,300 86,100 Stone, clay, and glass produ cts_____ 113 76,400 994,000
Flat glass _ . ... ... 2 510 40,600
Glass and glassware,

26 11,900 380,000 pressed or blown _ 10 48,600 391,000
Glass products made of

91 37,400 517,000 purchased glass 2 270 10,100
Cement, hydraulic 14 5,260 68,40047 13,200 166,000 Structural clay products __________ 27 9,020 217,00010 2,600 49,900 Pottery and related products ____ 12 7,640 123,0008 4,040 82,100 Concrete, gypsum, and

Diaster products 31 2,790 76,40028 9,400 126,000 Cut-stone and stone products____ 3 270 13,800
15 11,200 90,700 Abrasive, asbestos, and

miscellaneous nonmetallic
8 5,960 58,000 mineral products . ........... 12 2,060 53,500
2 1,380 10,800

Textile m ill products 70 18,200 426,000
1 1,000 1,000 Yarn and thread mills
3 2,830 20,900 (cotton, wool, silk, and

synthetic fiber) _ 5 270 2,520
1 80 80 Broad-woven fabric mills

(cotton, wool, silk, and
synthetic fiber) ________________ 16 4,670 64,600106 62,700 3,050,000 Narrow fabrics and other
smallwares m ills (cotton,
wool, silk, and synthetic

48 26,400 1,790,000 fiber) 4 480 10,9007 1,840 167,000 Knitting mills 14 1, 110 18,'0005 2,060 18,400 Dyeing and finishing textiles
(except knit goods) __ 13 5, 110 147,000

Carpets, rugs, and other
8 4, 510 35,700 floor coverings 8 5, 100 171,000
- - 2 306,000 Hats (except cloth

and millinery) 1 110 42027 26,100 670,000 Miscellaneous textile good s______ 9 1,380 11,500
11 1,720 66,500 Apparel and other finished

products made from fabrics
1 211 113,000 3,630,000 and similar materials 129 13,800 173,0009 5,990 1,170,000 Men's, youths*, and boys'

suits, coats, and overcoats_____ 8 2, 320 15,9009 27,700 476,000 Men's, youths', and boys*
furnishings, work clothing,

22 14,100 241,000 and allied garments 19 4, 510 71,60024 5,440 152,000 Women's and m isses'
outerwear _____ 44 3, 180 23,700

Women's, m isse s ', children's,
20 2,890 59,800 and infants' under garm en ts____ 15 940 8,700

Milliner v ___ _ __ 8 810 31,60059 15,600 283,000 Children's and infants'
outerwear _ 13 380 3, 74012 14,400 231,000 Miscellaneous apparel and
accessories 10 1,020 11,80025 14,000 774,000 Miscellaneous fabricated

32 13,400 243,000
textile products . . 12 650 6,050

Leather and leather products________ 54 8,940 74,000145 123,Q00 1,800,000 Leather: Tanned, curried,
and finished 8 870 11,10087 73,800 495,000 Boot and shoe cut

21 23,100 1,040,000 stock and findings _ __ 2 240 1,620
Footwear (except rubber) 35 7, 150 50,70020 16,200 188,000 Luggage ................................ 4 490 6^83015 8,730 64,400 Handbags and small

leather goods 3 100 1 5902 940 14,000 Miscellaneous leather g o o d s _____ 2 90 2,250

All industries

Primary metal industries
Blast furnaces, steel works, 

and rolling mills
Iron and steel foundries ________
Primary smelting and refining

of nonferrous metals __________
Secondary smelting and refining 

of nonferrous metals 
and alloys

Rolling, drawing, and alloying
of nonferrous metals ________

Nonferrous foundries __________
Miscellaneous primary 

metal industries ______________

Fabricated metal products (except 
ordnance, machinery, and
transportation equipment)_______

Tin cans and other tinware ___
Cutlery, handtools, and

general hardware ____________
Heating apparatus (except 

electric) and plumbers'
supplies________________________

Fabricated structural metal
products _______________________

Metal stamping, coating, and
engraving______________________

Lighting fixtur e s _______________
Fabricated wire products _____
Miscellaneous fabricated 

metal products _______________
Ordnance and accessories _______

Ammunition, except for
small arms ___________________

Tanks and tank components ___
Sighting and fire-control

equipment _____________________
Small arms ammunition________
Ordnance and accessories 

not elsewhere classified _____
Electrical machinery, equipment,

and supplies ______________________
Electrical generating, 

transmission, distribution,
and industrial apparatus______

Electrical appliances __________
Insulated wire and cable _______
Electrical equipment for motor 

vehicles, aircraft, and rail­
way locomotives and cars ___

Electric la m p s__________________
Communication equipment

and related products _________
Miscellaneous electrical 

products _______________________

Machinery (except electrical) ___
Engines and turbines___________
Agricultural machinery

and tractors ___________________
Construction and mining

machinery and equipm ent___
Metalworking m achinery_______
Special-industry machinery 

(except metalworking
m achinery)_____________________

General industrial machinery
and equipment_________________

Office and store machines
and devices ____________________

Service-industry and household
machines ______________________

Miscellaneous machinery 
parts ___________________________

Transportation equipment ,
Motor vehicles and motor-

vehicle equipment ______
Aircraft and parts
Ship and boat building

and repairing ______________
Railroad equipment _________
Motorcycles, bicycles, and 

parts ________________________

See footnote at end of table.
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TABLE A - l . — Work stoppages by industry, 1956 - Continued

Stoppages beginning 
in 1956 Man-days idle 

during 1956 
(all stoppages)Number Workers

involved

160 71,300 513,000 ]
46 41,700 293,000

2 130 320

16 4, 870 24,400
9 2, 360 8, 380

30 6,690 48,100

3 350 2, 240
42 12,700 115,000

12 2, 600 21,300

4 790 20,600
4 790 20, 600

51 15,200 233,000

21 9, 820 184,000
3 180 330
5 1, 360 14, 300

15 1,900 17, 300

7 1,940 16, 700

31 5, 900 105,000
13 3, 760 89,600

1 600 2, 040
2 260 3,560

10 940 7,940
4 310 1,560

1 30 720

92 37,500 399,000
15 8,410 84, 800
30 19,400 187,000

4 3, 810 46,700

3 650 5, 080

6 440 4, 290
1 10 80
8 1,610 25,900

12 1,630 29,000

13 1,500 15, 600

19 8, 450 174,000
9 5, 270 90,400
3 2, 340 56,100
4 390 2, 940

3 450 24,600

55 81,300 580,000
41 75,400 513,000

14 5, 850 66,900

33 7, 030 134,000

4 510 46,500

10 4, 590 39,900

4 430 22,700

8 490 5, 080
2 30 1,770

Industry
Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 Man-days idle 
during 1956 

(all stoppages)Number Workers
involved

4 680 11,400

1 300 6, 600

89 16,200 295, 000

3 410 2, 940

20 5, 890 62, 500

4 420 3, 740

8
i
j 370 1,460

27 4, 040 127,000

27 5, 080 97, 800

11,856 544,000 6, 020,000

6 2,030 10,400
4 1,850 7, 010
2 170 3, 390

1 321 129,000 1,320,000
16 33, 600 812,000
18 6, 790 56,300

266 84,800 377,000

1 80 580
23 3, 820 74,800

784 231,000 2,680 ,000
695 218,000 2,600,000

80 12,900 77,600
9 360 4, 530

336 37,100 558, 000
187 16,600 344,000
149 20,500 214,000

15 840 38, 400
3 450 28,600

12 390 9, 810

1 243 130,000 1,170,000
14 7, 200 47,200

19 11,000 112, 000

13 3, 970 51,500
73 8, 200 138,000
20 8, 680 89,600
37 67,500 428,000

3 1, 580 74,200
19 9, 680 166,000
18 10,900 49,500
28 1, 170 15, 700

126 10,700 227,000

17 920 118, 000
21 1,280 17,500

2 80 780
27 4, 410 30,700

19 1,290 24,000
10 570 3, 790

5 110 860
5 640 1, 500

20 1,420 29,700

27 3, 460 11,100

Manufacturing -  Continued
Food and kindred products__

Meat products _____________
Dairy products .
Canning and preserving fruits,

vegetables, and sea fo o d s ___
Grain-mill products___________
Bakery products ________________
Confectionery and related 

products
Beverage industries _______
Miscellaneous food 

preparations and kindred 
products __________________

Tobacco m anufactures__

Paper and allied products _______
Pulp, paper, and paperboard 

mills .
Paper coating and glazing 
Paper bags .
Paperboard containers 

and boxes .
Pulp goods and miscellaneous 

converted paper products____

Printing, publishing, and 
allied industries________

Newspapers ----------------------------
Periodicals __________________
B ooks_________________________
Commercial printing - 
Lithographing .
Service industries for the 

printing tra de_____________

Chemicals and allied products ______
Industrial inorganic chemicals —
Industrial organic ch e m ica ls____
Drugs and m edicines_____________
Soap and glycerin, cleaning and 

polishing preparations, 
and sulfonated oils 
and assistants

Paints, varnishes, lacquers, 
japans, and enamels; in­
organic color pigments,
whiting, and wood fillers __

Gum and wood ch e m ica ls___
Fertilizers .
Vegetable and animal

oils and fa t s _________________
Miscellaneous chemicals, in­

cluding industrial chemical 
products and preparations__

Products of petroleum and coal _
Petroleum refining __________
Coke and byproducts
Paving and roofing materials . 
Miscellaneous products of 

petroleum and coal _________

Rubber products .
Tires and inner tubes —  
Rubber industries, not 

elsewhere classified __

Professional, scientific, and 
controlling instruments; photo­
graphic and optical goods;
watches and clocks _______________

Laboratory; scientific, and 
engineering instruments 
(except surgical, medical,
and dental)______________________

Mechanical measuring and
controlling instruments _______

Optical instruments 
and lenses .

Surgical, medical, and dental
instruments and supplies ____

Opthalmic goods _______________

Manufacturing -  Continued

‘ rofessional, scientific, ana 
controlling instruments; photo­
graphic and optical goods; 
watches and clocks - Continued 

Photographic equipment and
supplies _________________________

Watches, clocks, clockwork- 
operated devices, and parts ___

industries 
Jewelry, silverware, and

plated ware .
Toys and sporting and

athletic goods __________________
Pens, pencils, and other office

and artists1 materials _________
Costume jewelry, costume 

novelties, buttons, and 
miscellaneous notions (ex­
cept precious metal)

Fabricated plastics products
not elsewhere classified ___

Miscellaneous manufacturing 
industries ____________________

Nonmanufacturing

fishing_______
Agriculture 
Fishing_____

Metal _______________________
Anthracite__________________
Bituminous coal ____________
Crude petroleum and

natural gas production___
Nonmetallic and quarrying

Building_______________________
Highways, streets, bridges,

docks, etc. ________________
Miscellaneous ________________

Wholesale . 
R eta il_____

Finance, insurance, and
real estate ______________

Insurance _____________
Real estate

Transportation, communication,
and other public utilities_______

Railroads______________________
Streetcar and bus transporta­

tion (city and suburban)____
Intercity motorbus

transportation_______________
Motortruck transportation___
Taxicabs ______________________
Water transportation_________
Air transportation ____________
Communication _______________
Heat, light, and power _______
Miscellaneous _________________

Services— personal, business
and other _______________________

Hotels and other lodging
places _______________________

Laundries ____________________
Cleaning, dyeing, and

pressing ____________________
Business services ___________
Automobile repair services

and garages ________________
Amusement and recreation __ 
Medical and other health

se rv ic e s_____________________
Educational services ________
Miscellaneous ________________

Government— administration, 
protection, and sanitation3 ___

This figure is less than the sum of the figures below because a few stoppages extending into 2 or more industry groups have been counted in 
each industry group affected; workers involved and man-days idle were divided among the respective groups.

2 Idleness in 1956 resulting from stoppages that began in the preceding year.
3 Stoppages involving municipally operated utilities are included in "transportation, communication and other public utilities."
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TABLE A - 2 .— Work stoppages by industry

S .I .C .
Code
(Group

or
Division)

Industry group

Total Wages, hours, and 
supplementary benefits

Union organization, 
Wages, hours, and 

supplementary benefits
Beginning 

in 1956
Man-days

idle,
1956

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)Number Workers
involved

(all
stoppages) Number Workers

involved Number Workers
involved

Total All industries _______________________ 13,825 1,900,000 33,100, 000 1,821 1, 270,000 24,300, 000 329 81,200 5,070,000

Mfg. All manufacturing industries ______ 1 1, 986 1 ,360,000 27,100 ,000 1,049 987, 000 20, 300,000 187 68, 900 4 ,6 40 ,0 00

19 Ordnance and accessories ______ 15 11,200 90,700 5 5, 480 36,700 1 1,410 44,000
20 Food and kindred products 160 71,300 513,000 66 21,300 166, 000 21 26,200 195,000
21 Tobacco manufactures__________ 4 790 20,600 3 640 14,500 1 150 6, 150
22 Textile mill products ________ 70 18, 200 426,000 39 11, 000 359,000 3 340 1,280

23 Apparel,2 etc. ______________  _ 129 13, 800 173,000 47 6, 330 114,000 5 170 2, 480
24 Lumber and wood products

(except furniture) ______________ 47 4, 920 82, 400 25 2, 840 30, 100 10 870 23,800
25 Furniture and fixtures---------------- 96 21,100 245,000 59 15, 500 194, 000 12 920 25,300

26 Paper and allied produ cts______ 51 15, 200 233,000 25 5, 780 147,000 4 330 11,600
27 Printing, publishing, and

allied industries ________________ 31 5, 900 105,000 13 4, 820 60,000 5 250 1,690
28 Chemicals and allied products__ 92 37, 500 399,000 62 28, 600 305, 000 5 320 5, 260

29 Products of petroleum and
coal _____________________________ 19 8, 450 174, 000 13 4, 050 118, 000 1 60 380

30 Rubber products _________________ 55 81,300 580,000 33 48, 600 463, 000 - - -
31 Leather and leather products ___ 54 8, 940 74, 000 27 3, 670 23,000 6 6 2 0 8, 780
32 Stone, clay, and glass

products ________________________ 113 76,400 994, 000 60 62, 800 789,000 5 550 63,800

33 Primary metal industries ______ 238 573,000 12,700,000 133 530,000 12,200, 000 10 4, 180 191,000
34 Fabricated metal products 4 ____ 229 87,700 1,420,000 125 60,200 1,100, 000 27 5, 240 189, 000
35 Machinery (except electrical) __ 211 113,000 3,630,000 127 71,300 2,110, 000 28 14,200 1,280,000
36 Electrical machinery, equip­

ment, and supplies ------------------- 106 62, 700 3,050,000 68 37,700 512,000 6 3, 710 2,360,000

37 Transportation equipment ______ 145 123,000 1,800,000 66 57,000 1,350, 000 12 4, 840 85, 700
38 Instruments, etc. 5 ______________ 33 7, 030 134,000 16 1, 790 73, 600 7 1, 350 17, 300
39 Miscellaneous manufacturing

industries _____________________ 89 16,200 295, 000 37 7, 630 117,000 18 3, 240 130,000

Nonmfg. All nonmanufacturing industries___ 1 1,856 544,000 6,020,000 790 284,000 4,070,000 144 12, 300 427,000

A Agriculture, forestry, and
fishing___________________________ 6 2, 030 10,400 4 1, 890 9, 610 - - -

B Mining____________________________ 321 129,000 1,320,000 65 40,200 946,000 3 300 46, 800
C Construction______________________ 784 231,000 2,680,000 365 166,000 2,250,000 22 3, 840 36,500

E Transportation, communication,
and other public utilities ______ 243 130,000 1,170,000 118 ' 37, 700 473,000 22 3, 190 11 1,000

F&G Trade _____________________________ 336 37,100 558, 000 155 28, 300 290, 000 66 3, 240 199,000
H Finance, insurance, and real

estate ____________________________ 15 840 38, 400 8 570 37,200 4 50 410

I Services— personal, business,
and other _______________________ 126 10,700 227, 000 61 6, 980 56,200 21 1, 150 29,500

J Government— administration,
protection, and sanitation6 ___ 27 3, 460 11,100 14 2, 420 5, 050 6 530 4, 200

1 This figure is less than the sum of the figures below because a few stoppages, each affecting more than 1 industry group have been 
counted in each industry group affected. Workers involved and man-days idle were allocated to the respective groups.

2 Includes other finished products made from fabrics and similar materials.
3 Idleness in 1956 resulting from stoppages that began in the preceding year.
4 Excludes ordnance, machinery, and transportation equipment.
5 Includes professional, scientific, and controlling instruments; photographic and optical goods; watches and clocks.
6 Stoppages involving municipally operated utilities are included in "transportation, communication, and other public utilities."
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group and major issues, 1956

Union organization Other working 
conditions

Interunion or intraunion 
matters Not reported S .I .C .

Code

(Group
or

Division)

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)

Beginning 
in 1956

Man-days
idle,
1956
(all

stoppages)Number Workers
involved Number Workers

involved Number Workers
involved Number Workers

involved

445 102,000 1,100,000 862 375, 000 2,160,000 317 67, 600 423,000 51 4, 630 22, 800 Total

198 23,200 352,000 479 268, 000 1,750,000 49 8, 310 65, 400 25 2, 850 16,300 Mfg.

9 4, 350 10,000 19
20 3, 480 48, 200 40 18, 600 91,700 9 1, 100 11,700 4 710 940 20

7 720 27,000 19 5, 610 34,700 2 590 4, 280 ’ " - 22

40 2, 100 24,500 23 4, 390 24,900 5 310 3, 440 9 490 3, 580 23

6 560 2, 830 6 650 25,700 _ _ _ _ _ _ 24
7 450 7, 770 13 2,900 8, 670 4 1,210 7, 240 1 70 2, 730 25

4 110 3, 150 14 6, 450 60,800 3 2, 490 10,000 1 40 40 26

6 340 2, 270 4 160 40,600 3 340 880 _ _ _ 27
5 300 4, 720 19 8, 160 83,400 - - 1 140 420 28

. „ 3 70 5 4, 340 55, 900 3 140 29
- - 3 400 22 32,700 116,000 - - - - - - 30
4 920 7, 100 13 3, 010 30,800 2 220 2, 100 2 500 2, 300 31

15 1,670 75,300 29 11,200 65,000 3 70 570 1 150 440 32

15 2, 060 45,800 78 36, 500 235,000 1 30 1,040 1 240 480 33
25 1, 510 25,100 48 20,300 95, 400 3 450 4, 820 1 20 570 34
13 4, 680 45,200 41 22,500 179,000 1 850 10,700 1 30 370 35

9 1,910 5, 720 21 19,300 171,000 1 10 30 1 80 230 36

7 420 5, 710 57 60,100 359,000 1 40 260 2 390 4, 170 37
1 1,670 11,700 6 2, 090 26,900 3 130 4, 410 - 38

14 330 9, 620 12 4, 530 35,600 8 480 3, 770 - - - 39

247 79,200 747,000 383 108, 000 410,000 268 59,300 358,000 26 1,790 6, 490 Nonmfg.

1 70 730 1 60 60 A
11 680 10,400 221 74,600 247, 000 12 12, 600 67, 600 9 690 2, 840 B
88 7, 620 59,800 75 12,400 76,600 228 41,100 256,000 6 150 1,050 C

28 67,800 498, 000 54 16,000 66,900 16 4, 530 21,800 5 770 1,020 E84 1,990 44,000 20 2,950 15,400 8 550 8, 810 3 130 800 F&G
1 10 90 1 100 190 1 110 550 - - - H

31 890 133,000 7 1, 230 3, 520 3 400 3, 520 3 50 780 I
3 150 990 4 360 880

'

_ - - J
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TABLE A -3 .— Work stoppages in State s'having 25 or more stoppages by industry group, 1956 1

State and industry group

All industries _________________________________

Manufacturing _____________________________

Primary metal industries____________________
Fabricated metal products (except ordnance,

machinery, and transportation equipment)__
Ordnance and accessories ____________________
Electrical machinery, equipment, and

supplies _____________________________________
Machinery (except electrical)________________
Transportation equipment___________________ _
Lumber and wood products (except

furniture) ____________________________________
Furniture and fixtures ________________________
Stone, clay, and glass products______________
Textile mill products_________________________
Apparel and other finished products made

from fabrics and similar m aterials________
Leather and leather products ________________
Food and kindred products____________________
Tobacco manufactures _______________________
Paper and allied products____________________
Printing, publishing, and allied industries___
Chemicals and allied products________________
Products of petroleum and coal ______________
Rubber products ______________________________
Professional, scientific, and controlling 

instruments; photographic and optical
goods; watches and clocks __________________

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries_____

Nonmanufacturing __________________________

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing ___________
Mining_________________________________________
Construction __________________________________
Trade __________________________________________
Finance, insurance, and real estate_________
Transportation, communication, and

other public utilities _________________________
Services— personal, business, and oth er___ _
Government— administration, protection, 

and sanitation ______________________________

A ll in d u str ies  _____________________________________

M an ufacturing _________________________________

P r im a r y  m eta l in d u str ies  _______________________
F a b r ica te d  m eta l p rod u cts  (ex cep t ord n a n ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sp orta tion  equ ipm en t)__
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r ie s  ______________________
E le c t r ic a l  m a ch in ery , equ ipm ent, and

su pp lies  __________________________________________
M a ch in ery  (excep t e l e c t r i c a l ) __________________
T ra n sp orta tion  e q u ip m e n t_______________________
L u m b er and w ood  p rod u cts  (excep t

fu rn itu re ) ________________________________________
F u rn itu re  and fix tu res  __________________________
Stone, c la y , and g la ss  p r o d u c t s ________________
T ex tile  m il l  p r o d u c t s ____________________________
A p p a re l and oth er fin ish ed  p rod u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a t e r ia l s _________
L ea th er and lea th er  p rod u cts  __________________
F o o d  and k in dred  p r o d u c t s ______________________
T o b a c c o  m an u factu res  __________________________
P a p e r  and a llied  p r o d u c t s _______________________
P rin tin g , pub lish in g , and a llied  in d u str ies  __
C h e m ica ls  and a ll ie d  p r o d u c t s _________________
P ro d u cts  o f p e tro le u m  and co a l ________________
R ubber p rod u cts  __________________________________
P r o fe s s io n a l ,  s c ie n t ific , and co n tro llin g  

in stru m en ts ; p h otogra p h ic  and o p tica l
g ood s ; w atch es and c lo c k s  ____________________

M is ce lla n e o u s  m anufacturing in d u s t r ie s ______

N onm anufacturing ____________________________

A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and fish in g  ____________
M ining _____________________________________________
C on s tru ction  ______________________________________
T ra d e  ______________________________________________
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and rea l e s t a t e __________
T ra n sp orta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er p u b lic  u tilitie s  ___________________________
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l , b u s in e ss , and oth er ___
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro te ct io n , 

and sa n ita tion 4 _________________________________

Alabama California Colorado
Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 Man-days idle Stoppages beginning 
in 1956 ’ Man-days idle 

during 1956 
(all stoppages)

Stoppages beginning 
in 1956 Man-days idle

Number Workers
involved (all stoppages) Number 2 Workers

involved Numbe r 2 Workers
involved (all stoppages)

101 63, 300 1,490, 000 217 92,700i 1,220,000 33 15,100 297,000

57 36,900 1, 220, 000 98 53,900 763,000 13 11, 500 265, 000

30 29,500 1, 150, 000 13 12,700 276, 000 1 8,480 225,000

5 860 11, 300 12 2,220 29,300 . _ _
- - - 2 1, 3b0 10, 500 - - -

1 80 230 3 790 8, 600 1 260 520
3 350 7,480 7 4, 510 136,000 1 250 13,000
1 560 3, 300 13 12,200 113,000 2 70 560

_ . _ 2 170 18, 200 1 90 2, 360
1 10 180 4 570 12, 200 - - -
4 560 3, 380 4 4, 820 3 25,500 1 300 9,400
* - - 1 10 150 - - -

1 200 980 6 550 4, 030 . _ _
- - - 1 70 770 - - -
5 570 2, 150 12 4, 180 31, 200 4 1,960 13,700

1 2, 300 6, 900 1 50 160 _ _ _
2 140 1, 170 3 260 3, 190 1 20 290
3 910 5, 130 6 1,460 12,500 - - -
1 820 23, 800 1 20 60 - - -
" " " 7 7,930 81,400 _ -

. . . . 1 100 580
1 20 1, 660 1 80 380 - - -

44 26,400 274,000 119 38, 800 452, 000 20 3, 590 32,000

_ . _ 3 1, 700 6, 920 _ _ _
26 12,400 211, 000 2 280 26, 200 - - -
10 12,500 40, 200 55 25,800 179,000 11 1, 670 9, 180
5 290 1, 550 27 3, 390 3 77, 000 3 1, 370 5,620
- - - 4 300 8,450 - -

4 1, 130 21,500 13 6, 090 125, 000 4 530 17,100
- - - 15 1, 320 29,100 2 10 170

1 10 60 - - - - - -

Connecticut Florida Georgia

68 28, 700 534,000 68 11,700 205, 000 40 12,700 193, 000

37 26,100 511,000 19 3, 210 51, 200 19 8,450 126,000

6 3, 870 144,000 - - - 3 3, 360 54,500

8 7, 170 99,700 2 120 1, 370 1 60' 180

2 220 2, 610 .
8 11,400 123,000 1 50 2, 200 - - -
- - - 1 1, 170 38,600 2 3,400 47,000

3 170 7, 000 1 150 1, 330 _ _ _
- - - 1 70 70 1 100 6, 300
- - - 2 80 1, 400 3 100 3, 010
3 700 1, 570 - - - - - -

- - - 3 50 1, 670 5 220 7, 300

3 760 3, 570 3 390 1, 170 3 1, 200 7, 740
- - - 1 280 470 - - -
2 540 28, 000 3 830 2, 910 - - -
1 130 260 : " 1 30 230

1 720 10, 000 - - - - -

2 520 3 90,400 1 40 40
- - -

31 2, 530 23,000 49 8,480 154,000 21 4,250 67,200

- . _ 1 30 1, 280 _ _ _
- - - - - - 1 700 24,500

14 1, 770 14,500 27 4, 880 20, 800 9 1,460 10, 300
3 50 3 2, 780 6 240 2, 330 2 320 8, 820
1 10 60 - - - -

8 410 4, 370 11 2, 710 14,600 6 1,470 16,100
3 100 920 2 40 3 112,000 2 100 6, 870

2 200
.

420 2 590 2, 390 1 200 600

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE A -3 .— Work stoppages in States having 25 or more stoppages by industry group, 1956 1 - Continued

State and industry group

All industries __________________________________

Manufacturing ______________________________

Primary metal industries ____________________
Fabricated metal products (except ordnance,

machinery, and transportation equipment)__
Ordnance and accessories ____________________
Electrical machinery, equipment, and

supplies ______________________________________
Machinery (except electrical)_________________
Transportation equipment _____________________
Lumber and wood products (except

furniture) _____________________________________
Furniture and fixtures _________________________
Stone, clay, and glass products _______________
Textile mill products__________________________
Apparel and other finished products made

from fabrics and similar m aterials_________
Leather and leather products ____ ±____________
Food and kindred products ____________________
Tobacco manufactures _________________________
Paper and allied products_____________________
Printing, publishing, and allied industries ___
Chemicals and allied products_________________
Products of petroleum and coal _______________
Rubber products _______________________________
Professional, scientific, and controlling 

instruments; photographic and optical
goods; watches and clocks ___________________

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries______

Nonmanufacturing ___ ____________________ ___

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing ____________
Mining __________________________________________
Construction ___________________________________
Trade __________________________________________
Finance, insurance, and real estate__________ _
Transportation, communication, and

other public utilities_________________________
Services— personal, business, and other _____
Government— administration, protection, 

and sanitation4 _______________________________

All industries__________________________________

Manufacturing ______________________________

Primary metal industries_____________________
Fabricated metal products (except ordnance,

machinery, and transportation equipment)___
Ordnance and accessories _____________________
Electrical machinery, equipment, and

supplies _______________________________________
Machinery (except electrical)_________________
Transportation equipment_____________________
Lumber and wood products (except

furniture) _____________________________________
Furniture and fixtures ________________________
Stone, clay, and glass products _______________
Textile mill products__________________________
Apparel and other finished products made

from fabrics and similar materials_________
Leather and leather products _________________
Food and kindred products____________________
Tobacco manufactures ________________________
Paper and allied products _____________________
Printing, publishing, and allied industries ___
Chemicals and allied products________________
Products of petroleum and coal _______________
Rubber products _______________________________
Professional, scientific, and controlling 

instruments; photographic and optical
goods; watches and clocks ___________________

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries______

Nonmanufacturing __________________________

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing ____________
Mining _________________________________________
Construction ___________________________________
Trade __________________________________________
Finance, insurance, and real estate_________ _
Transportation, communication, and

other public utilities_________________________
Services— personal, business, and other ____
Government— administration, protection, 

and sanitation4 _______________________________

Illinois Indiana Iowa
Stoppages

in
beginning
956 Man-days idle Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 Man-days idle Stoppages beginning 
in 1956 Man-days idle

Number 2 Workers
involved (all stoppages) Number 2 Workers

involved (all stoppages) Number 2 Workers
involved (all stoppages)

215 122, 000 1, 750, 000 136 110, 000 2, 090, 000 56 21, 000 302,000

113 109,000 1, 570, 000 77 103,000 2,030,000 26 17,400 269,000

14 31, 200 678,000 9 55,400 1,430, 000 1 90 7, 140

10 4, 770 3 102, 000 10 4, 540 70, 200 2 360 18, 000
1 2, 250 9, 000 1 80 400 - - -

8 4, 590 45,400 6 10, 800 3 170,000 _ _ _
18 32, 100 462,000 7 6, 560 138,000 4 1, 140 89,600
8 4, 460 47,200 10 7,920 31, 300 1 2,200 46, 200

7 500 7, 700 _ _ _ _ _ _
3 230 4, 720 5 960 15,100 1 30 200
6 8, 680 35, 900 10 8, 710 67, 600 2 290 10, 100
2 70 450 - - - - - -

3 250 770 2 90 480 . _ _
2 670 3, 740 - - - - - -

14 10, 600 101,000 4 880 7, 350 11 10,300 60, 800

1 60 1,220 2 430 2, 740 _ _ _
- - - - - - 1 600 2, 040

10 3, 240 37,900 1 40 560 1 70 630
5 4, 470 23,000 3 970 57,700 - - -
~ 6 5, 720 35, 800 2 2, 350 34,600

2 420 420 1 300 6, 600
4 350 6,460 2 40 180 - - -

103 12, 700 179,000 59 7, 030 58, 900 30 3, 600 32,900

9 970 4, 050 13 2,430 3,470 2 60 1, 490
51 8, 610 108,000 21 2,470 15, 200 18 2,990 26, 500
22 1, 140 3 45, 500 12 370 7, 820 7 250 4, 140

13 1, 710 20, 000 11 1, 740 32, 200 2 270 520
5 200 1, 150 2 20 260 - - -

3 60 160 - - - 1 30 250

Kansas Kentucky Louisiana

27 3, 910 25, 300 109 25,800 239,000 42 26,400 438, 000

8 1, 750 9, 020 24 10, 100 172,000 9 1, 380 8, 920

- - - 1 3, 870 104,000 2 130 1, 360

2 170 680 6 3, 690 37,800 2 370 3, 290

4 1, 330 8, 040 3 490 7, 180
“ - -

. 1 30 730 1 100 500
- - - 4 150 2,490 - - -

: 1 :
3 450 10, 700

: :

2 250 300
1 1

2 200 1, 460

_ _ _ 2 600 6, 430 _ _ _
- - - 1 10 n o - - -

.

2 520 1, 710 2 580 2, 320

: : : 2 270 560 : :
19 2, 170 16,300 85 15,700 66,700 34 25, 000 430, 000

' “
45 12,500 45, 300

" -

18 1, 930 15,600 20 2,470 12,500 17 11, 600 360, 000
~ _ " 15 590 6, 450 9 1, 310 7, 170

1 240 660 3 80 2, 340 5 12,000 62, 200
- 2 20 90 3 n o 450

- - - - - - - -

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE A -3 .— Work stoppages in States having 25 or more stoppages by industry group, 1956 1 - Continued

State and industry group

M a r y la n d M a s sa c h u s e tts M ic h i g a n
Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 M a n -d a ys  id le Stoppages beginn ing
1956 M a n -d a y s  id le Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 M a n -d a y s  id le  
during 1956 

(a ll stoppages)N um ber W ork ers
in v olved (a ll stopp a ges ) N um ber 2 W ork ers

in v olved
d uring 1956 

(a ll s topp a ges ) N um ber 2 W ork ers
in v olved

A ll in d u str ies  ______________________________________ 29 41, 600 89 6 ,0 0 0 170 55, 000 831, 000 210 98, 800 1, 190, 000

M anufacturing 17 3 2 ,5 0 0 7 8 8 ,0 0 0 112 4 5 ,5 0 0 768, 000 149 7 9 ,6 0 0 906, 000

P r im a r y  m eta l in d u stries  __ ____ 3 2 7 ,7 0 0 7 1 2 ,0 0 0 3 4, 100 8 9 ,5 0 0 22 21, 800 402, 000
F a b r ica te d  m eta l p rod u cts  (excep t ord n a n ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sporta tion  e q u ip m e n t)__ - - - 8 1, 300 31, 300 19 1, 840 30, 200
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r ie s  .... - - - - _ _ _ _ _
E le c t r ic a l  m a ch in ery , equipm ent, and

su pp lies - - 3 39 ,4 0 0 5 5, 430 3 2 3 5 ,0 0 0 5 1, 060 14 ,200
M a ch in ery  (excep t e le c t r ic a l)  ........ - - - 9 2, 420 58, 800 21 4 ,9 9 0 6 7 ,9 0 0
T ran sporta tion  equipm ent - - - 6 8 ,9 9 0 110, 000 32 21, 900 112 ,000
L u m ber and w ood  p rod u cts  (except

fu r n i t u r e ) ______ _________________________________ 1 300 1, 200 1 60 840 4 310 7 ,4 1 0
F u rn itu re  and fix tu res  . . . . . . 2 120 1, 790 8 2, 020 53, 100 2 250 7, 390
Stone, c la y , and g la ss  p rodu cts 2 170 1, 650 2 240 1, 270 5 3, 180 6 4 ,7 0 0
T e x tile  m il l  p rodu cts - - - 8 2, 260 3 4 ,3 0 0 1 100 400
A p p a re l and oth er fin ish ed  p rod u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a te r ia ls 1 30 90 17 1, 960 42, 100 1 310 620
L ea th er and lea th er  p rodu cts  ___________________ 1 130 380 19 2, 770 19, 600 1 30 30
F o o d  and k in dred  p rod u cts  . .. .. .. ................. 5 700 6, 120 7 1, 360 12, 200 10 1, 170 6, 200
T o b a c c o  m an u factu res - - - - - _ _ _ _
P a p er  and a llied  p rodu cts  ________________________ - - - 3 360 5, 600 4 2 ,9 1 0 2 6 ,7 0 0
P rin tin g , p u blish ing , and a llie d  in d u str ies  ___ - - - 1 80 150 - - 3 3 9 ,1 0 0
C h e m ica ls  and a ll ie d  p r o d u c t s __________________ 1 1, 000 2 1 ,0 0 0 2 180 2, 330 4 250 3, 020
P ro d u cts  o f p e tro le u m  and co a l ________________ - - - - - - 2 180 700
R u bber p rodu cts  _____ __________________________ 1 2, 360 4, 360 8 10, 800 5 4 ,3 0 0 13 19 ,2 0 0 8 2 ,3 0 0
P r o fe s s io n a l, s c ie n t ific , and con tro llin g

in stru m en ts ; ph otograp h ic  and o p tica l
g ood s ; w atches and c lo c k s  .. - - - 2 210 12 ,200 - - 3 3 9 ,6 0 0

M is ce lla n e o u s  m anufacturing in d u s t r ie s _______ - - - 4 1, 000 5, 710 3 n o 2, 370

N onm anufacturing ... . . . . . . 13 9, 100 108,000 59 9 ,4 5 0 62, 700 62 19 ,200 286, 000

A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and fish in g . _ . - - - _ _ _
M in ing ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 1 20 100 - - - 5 8, 660 179 ,000
C on stru ction  ___ .. ._ .............. ............. 4 180 2, 120 23 5, 860 20, 500 28 9, 020 83, 700
T ra d e  __ _. .... ... ... . . . . 3 70 750 13 640 20, 200 19 480 3 12 ,300
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and rea l esta te  . . .  . - - - - - - 2 n o 480
T ra n sp orta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er pu b lic u tilities  ....... . ._ _ 5 8, 830 105,000 18 2, 770 20, 600 7 840 10, 800
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l, b u s in e ss , and oth er ____ - - - 5 170 1 ,4 8 0 2 50 250
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro tect ion ,

and san ita tion 4 _____________ _________________ " “ ' " ' ' "

M in n e s o ta M issou r i N e w  J e r s e y

A ll in d u s t r ie s ________________  _________________ 43 30, 200 600, 000 117 3 9 ,4 0 0 4 4 4 ,0 0 0 190 68, 200 1, 270, 000

M anufacturing 21 11, 100 161, 000 56 2 5 ,2 0 0 321, 000 123 4 8 ,3 0 0 1, 010, 000

P r im a r y  m eta l in d u str ies  _______________________ 1 3, 130 7 7 ,4 0 0 4 3, 660 111, 000 11 8, 500 115, 000
F a b r ica te d  m eta l p rod u cts  (excep t ord n a n ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sporta tion  equ ipm ent)__ 6 950 2 5 ,9 0 0 8 2, 220 9, 520 17 4 ,6 8 0 32, 100
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r i e s ____  _____ ____  _ 1 1, 000 1, 000 1 70 1, 360 - - -
E le c t r ic a l  m a ch in ery , equipm ent, and

su pp lies  _ __ _ _ _ ________________________ 1 910 6, 330 3 67 0 2 2 ,1 0 0 6 1 ,620 3 490, 000
M a ch in ery  (ex cep t e l e c t r i c a l ) ................... 2 140 1, 960 5 1, 330 20, 700 12 4 ,5 1 0 3 107, 000
T ran sporta tion  equipm ent ____ ___ - - 5 4 , 520 2 9 ,2 0 0 4 3, 030 2 4 ,1 0 0
L u m b er and w ood  p rodu cts  (except

fu rn itu re ) ______ ______________ ____________ 1 40 1, 180 - - - 1 20 240
F u rn itu re  and fix tu res  __________________________ 2 220 5, 310 2 280 5, 060 5 590 4, 570
Stone, c la y , and g la ss  p rod u cts  _______________ 1 240 3, 850 1 300 23, 600 4 4, 090 17 ,500
T e x tile  m il l  p rod u cts  ____________________________ 1 150 1, 530 1 220 3, 720 7 3, 600 104, 000
A p p a re l and oth er fin ish ed  p rod u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a t e r ia l s _________ - - 1 390 780 7 480 6, 840
L ea th er and lea th er  p rod u cts  __________________ - - - 6 1, 560 6, 320 3 290 5, 840
F o o d  and k in dred  p r o d u c t s __________  _________ 2 3, 630 2 5 ,2 0 0 3 6, 130 3 59, 300 9 4, 950 21, 000
T o b a c c o  m an u factu res  __________________________ - - - - - - - - -
P a p er  and a llied  p r o d u c t s _______________________ - - - 3 410 3, 340 3 520 1, 670
P rin tin g , p u blish ing , and a llie d  in d u s t r ie s __ - - - 2 620 1, 890 2 140 880
C h e m ica ls  and a llie d  p r o d u c t s _______________ _ 3 680 10, 900 5 1, 730 4, 190 16 6 ,9 6 0 4 3 ,0 0 0
P ro d u cts  o f p e tro leu m  and c o a l ______________ - - - 1 100 770 1 20 410
R u bber p rod u cts  _________________________________ - - - - - - 1 2, 300 7, 170
P r o fe s s io n a l, s c ie n t ific , and co n tro llin g

in stru m en ts ; ph otograp h ic  and o p tica l
go o d s ; w atches and c lo c k s  ____________________ 1 10 490 1 20 1, 500 4 340 4, 790

M isce lla n e o u s  m anufacturing in d u s t r ie s ______ - - - 4 950 16 ,300 11 1 ,690 20, 200

N onm anufacturing ____________________________ 23 19 ,100 4 3 9 ,0 0 0 62 14 ,200 123, 000 68 19 ,900 2 6 8 ,0 0 0

A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and fish in g ____________ - - - - - - - - -
M in ing _____________________________________________ 1 15, 200 363, 000 2 350 4, 380 3 790 3 7 7 ,9 0 0
C on stru ction  ______________________________________ 6 2 ,4 3 0 4 2 ,3 0 0 33 6 ,4 1 0 5 7 ,0 0 0 21 8, 980 81, 000
T ra d e  ------------ ---------  -------------------------------------- 10 660 17, 500 15 760 20, 300 15 1, 530 2 6 ,0 0 0
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and rea l e s t a t e __________ 1 10 60 - - - - - -
T ra n sp orta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er pu b lic u t i l i t i e s _____ ____________________ 4 600 15,800 7 5 ,4 3 0 3 7 ,5 0 0 23 7, 760 81, 800
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l, b u s in e ss , and oth er ____ 2 260 570 4 150 2, 750 4 460 1, 010
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro te ct io n ,

and san ita tion 4 _________________________________
'

' 2 1, 150 1, 600 2 390 390

See footn otes at end of ta b le .
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T A B L E  A -3 .»— W ork  stoppages in States having 25 o r  m o re  stoppages by in du stry  grou p , 1956 1 - Continued

State and in du stry  group

New York Ohio Oklahoma
Stoppages beginning 

in 1956
M an-days idle 

during 1956 
(a ll stopp a ges )

Stoppagesi beginning 
1956 ’ M a n -d a ys  id le S toppages beginning 

in 1956 M a n -d a y s  id le  
during 1956 

(a ll s topp ages)N um ber 2W ork ers
in v o lved N um ber 2W ork ers

in v olved
during 1.956 

(a ll stoppages) N um ber 2W ork ers
in v olved

A ll in d u s t r ie s ______________________________________ 423 160, 000 2, 980, 000 357 291, 000 4, 720, 000 42 10,600 154,000

M anufacturing ________________________________ 254 1 05 ,000 2 ,6 4 0 ,0 0 0 234 228, 000 4, 000, 000 16 5, 320 98, 800

P r im a ry  m eta l in d u s t r ie s ________________________ 14 3 4 ,2 0 0 7 7 9 ,0 0 0 52 122 ,000 2 ,1 9 0 ,0 0 0 2 310 6, 630
F a b rica te d  m eta l p ro d u cts  (ex cep t o rd n a n ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sp orta tion  e q u ip m e n t)__ 31 7, 380 122 ,000 38 21, 500 3 2 5 4 ,0 0 0 1 140 6, 300
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r ie s  _ ...........  . 4 3, 780 5 0 ,5 0 0 3 820 2, 040 - - -
E le c t r ic a l m a ch in ery , equ ipm ent, and

su pp lies 22 7, 980 3 289, 000 11 7, 070 3 190,000 - - -
M a ch in ery  (ex cep t e l e c t r i c a l ) __________________ 13 5, 000 141, 000 35 16, 600 3 56 3 ,0 0 0 2 650 21, 300
T ra n sporta tion  e q u ip m e n t________________________ 18 17, 400 8 8 7 ,0 0 0 11 10, 300 93, 600 2 490 3 25, 600
L u m b er and w ood  p ro d u cts  (ex cep t

fu rn itu re) ________________________________________ 2 260 1, 340 2 120 380 - - -
F u rn itu re  and fix tu re s  ..... . _ 18 4, 390 25, 500 10 7, 850 60, 200 - - -
Stone* c la y , and g la ss  p ro d u cts  _________________ 8 2, 810 21, 300 25 16 ,800 3 4 6 ,000 2 920 2 5 ,8 0 0
T e x tile  m ill p rod u cts  .... . 17 2, 910 86, 100 - - 3 20, 300 - - -
A p p a re l and oth er fin ish ed  p ro d u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a t e r ia l s __________ 42 3, 550 19,300 1 20 20 - - -
L ea th er and lea th er  p rod u cts  _______________ 10 770 10, 500 2 430 2, 840 - - -
F o o d  and k in dred  p r o d u c t s ______________________ 15 5, 740 2 4 ,5 0 0 7 1, 910 12,800 6 1 ,410 4, 770
T o b a c c o  m a n u factu res  _________________________ 1 350 14 ,000 - - - - - -
P a p e r  and a llied  p rod u cts  __ __________________ 6 1, 510 8 9 ,0 0 0 3 680 9, 160 - - -
P rin tin g , pu blish in g , and a ll ie d  in d u s tr ies  ___ 4 120 370 3 2, 970 48, 800 - - -
C h e m ica ls  and a ll ie d  p ro d u cts  ......... 6 4, 500 35, 100 11 3, 080 2 2 ,8 0 0 - - -
P ro d u cts  o f  p e tro le u m  and co a l ________________ 1 200 4, 600 2 500 9, 040 - - -
R u bber p rodu cts  _________________________________ - - - 10 12 ,800 137 ,000 1 1, 320 7, 930
P r o fe s s io n a l, s c ie n t if ic , and co n tro llin g

in stru m en ts ; p h otogra p h ic  and o p tica l
g ood s ; w atches and c lo c k s  _____________________ 4 430 2 1 ,4 0 0 3 190 8, 990 - - -

M isce lla n e o u s  m an u factu rin g in d u s t r ie s _______ 22 2, 000 16, 900 9 2, 840 2 7 ,0 0 0 1 90 440

N onm anufacturing _____________________________ 169 5 4 ,3 0 0 3 3 9 ,000 124 63, 100 726, 000 26 5, 290 55, 200

A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and fish in g  _____________ - - - - - - - - -
M in ing ______________________________________________ 1 970 13, 600 15 2, 430 4, 360 1 80 580
C on stru ction  _______________________________________ 46 9 ,4 1 0 3 7 5 ,6 0 0 60 51, 000 550, 000 18 4, 600 40, 200
T ra d e  _____ ________________________________________ 53 13, 300 119 ,000 14 850 2 2 ,6 0 0 3 40 760
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and re a l e s t a t e ___________ 3 30 1, 090 - - - 1 10 90
T ra n sp orta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er pu b lic u tilitie s  ____________________________ 37 26, 600 102 ,000 29 8, 560 147,000 3 570 13, 600
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l , b u s in e s s , and oth er  _____ 27 3, 840 26, 900 6 280 1, 760 - - -
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro te c t io n ,

and san ita tion 4 __________________________________ 2 200 620 1 10 60 " _

Oregon Pennsylvania Rhode Island

A ll in d u str ies  ____________________________________ 27 6, 780 6 7 ,4 0 0 520 30 0 ,0 0 0 7, 280, 000 27 4 ,2 9 0 33, 100

M anufacturing ______ _________________________ 10 2, 620 4 6 ,7 0 0 310 2 4 7 ,0 0 0 6, 780, 000 16 3, 100 20, 100

P r im a r y  m eta l in d u str ies  ________________________ 2 1, 260 2 5 ,2 0 0 46 160, 000 3, 580, 000 . - -
F a b r ica te d  m eta l p ro d u cts  (ex cep t ord n an ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sp orta tion  equ ipm ent)____ - - - 41 14,600 2 6 9 ,0 0 0 2 180 2, 840
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r ie s  ____________________ - - - 2 1, 870 16, 000 - - -
E le c t r i c a l  m a ch in ery , equipm ent, and

su pp lies  _________________________________________ - - - 21 9, 050 3 1, 150, 000 1 790 4, 720
M a ch in ery  (ex cep t e l e c t r i c a l ) ___________________ - - - 35 11, 400 3 1 ,2 3 0 , 000 1 40 40
T ra n sp orta tion  e q u ip m e n t________________________ - - - 18 17, 100 117, 000 - - -
L u m b er  and w ood  p rod u cts  (excep t

fu r n it u r e )_________________________________________ 3 600 6, 510 4 290 2, 400 - - -
F u rn itu re  and fix tu re s  _________________________ - - - 16 1, 590 18, 600 - - -
Stone, c la y , and g la ss  p rod u cts  ______________ - - - 21 10,200 161,000 1 20 290
T e x tile  m il l  p r o d u c t s ____________________________ - - - 10 1, 460 5, 710 8 1, 770 8, 820
A p p a re l and o th er fin ish ed  p rod u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a te r ia ls  ____ - - - 27 3, 620 27, 700 1 90 1, 210
L ea th er  and lea th er  p rod u cts  __________________ - - 4 420 2, 780 - -
F ood  and k in dred  p rod u cts  ______________________ 1 600 4, 200 21 3, 770 28, 200 1 200 670
T o b a c c o  m a n u fa ctu res  __________________________ - - - 2 160 6, 170 - - -
P a p e r  and a llie d  p rod u cts  ___________________ 1 90 9 ,4 5 0 8 2, 350 16,500 - - -
P rin tin g , pub lish in g , and a ll ie d  i n d u s t r ie s __ - - - 6 670 6, 780 - - -
C h e m ica ls  and a ll ie d  p r o d u c t s _________________ - - - 4 290 4, 790 - - -
P ro d u cts  o f  p e tro le u m  and co a l __ _____________ - - - 2 280 890 - - -
R u bber p rodu cts  _______________________ ______ - - - 2 2, 350 31, 500 1 30 1, 490
P r o fe s s io n a l, s c ie n t ific , and co n tro llin g

in stru m en ts ; p h otogra p h ic  and op tica l
g ood s ; w atches and c lo c k s  __________________ 1 10 270 11 2, 990 21, 600 - - -

M isce lla n e o u s  m anufacturing in d u s t r ie s ______ 2 80 1, 080 12 2, 500 81, 600 -

N onm anufacturing _____________________  _ __ 17 4, 160 2 0 ,7 0 0 211 53, 600 5 0 9 ,0 0 0 11 1, 190 13, 100

A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and f i s h in g __________ - - 3 1 ,260 2 290 950 - - -
M ining ___________ ___ ______________________________ - - - 61 25, 400 125 ,000 - - -
C on stru ction  ______________________________________ 3 250 3, 210 60 10, 500 192 ,000 5 920 8, 360
T ra d e  ______________________________________________ 4 2 ,2 7 0 7 ,4 6 0 42 2, 390 3 7 0 ,5 0 0 4 100 3 ,430
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and re a l e s t a t e __________ - - - 2 320 26, 100 - - -
T ra n sporta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er public u tilitie s  __________________________ 6 1, 550 7 ,9 5 0 29 13, 700 78, 500 2 170 1, 280
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l , b u s in e ss , and o t h e r ____ 4 90 800 16 980 16, 400 - - -
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro te c t io n ,

and san ita tion 4 _____________  __________________ " '
1 10 30

See footn otes  at end o f tab le .
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TABLE A -3 .— Work stoppages in States having 25 or more stoppages by industry group, 1956 1 - Continued

State and industry group

All industries__________________________________

Manufacturing______________________________

Primary metal industries_____________________ _
Fabricated metal products (except ordnance,

machinery, and transportation equipment)___
Ordnance and accessories ________________ T___
Electrical machinery, equipment, and

supplies_______________________________________
Machinery (except electrical)_________________
Transportation equipment______________________
Lumber and wood products (except

furniture) _____________________________________
Furniture and fixtures _________________________
Stone, clay, and glass products_______________
Textile mill products__________________________
Apparel and other finished products made

from fabrics and similar m aterials_________
Leather and leather products _________________
Food and kindred products____________________
Tobacco manufactures _________________________
Paper and allied products_____________________
Printing, publishing, and allied industries ___
Chemicals and allied products________________
Products of petroleum and coal _______________
Rubber products _______________________________
Professional, scientific, and controlling 

instruments; photographic and optical
goods; watches and clocks ___________________

Miscellaneous manufacturing industries______

Nonmanufacturing __________________________

Agriculture, forestry, and fishing ____________
Mining__________________________________________
Construction ___________________________________
Trade __________________________________________
Finance, insurance, and real estate__________
Transportation, communication, and

other public utilities_________________________
Services— personal, business, and oth er____
Government— administration, protection, 

and sanitation4 _______________________________

A ll  in d u s t r ie s ______________________________________

M anufacturing __________________________________

P r im a r y  m eta l in d u s t r ie s ________________________
F a b r ica te d  m eta l p ro d u cts  (ex cep t o rd n a n ce ,

m a ch in ery , and tra n sp orta tion  e q u ip m e n t)__
O rdnance and a c c e s s o r ie s  _______________________
E le c t r i c a l  m a ch in ery , equ ipm ent, and

su pp lies  ___________________________________________
M a ch in ery  (ex cep t e l e c t r i c a l ) ___________________
T ra n sp orta tion  e q u ip m e n t________________________
L u m b er and w ood  p ro d u cts  (excep t

fu rn itu re ) _________________________________________
F u rn itu re  and fix tu res  ___________________________
Stone, c la y , and g la ss  p rod u cts  ________________
T ex tile  m il l  p r o d u c t s _____________________________
A p p a re l and oth er fin ish ed  p rod u cts  m ade

fr o m  fa b r ic s  and s im ila r  m a t e r ia l s __________
L ea th er  and lea th er  p r o d u c t s ___________________
F ood  and k in dred  p r o d u c t s ______________________
T o b a c c o  m a n u fa ctu res  ___________________________
P a p er  and a ll ie d  p r o d u c t s ________________________
P rin tin g , pub lish in g , and a llie d  in d u str ies  ___
C h e m ica ls  and a llie d  p r o d u c t s __________________
P ro d u cts  o f  p e tro le u m  and co a l ________________
R u bber p rod u cts  ___________________________________
P r o fe s s io n a l ,  s c ie n t ific , and co n tro llin g  

in stru m en ts ; p h otograp h ic  and op tica l
g ood s ; w atch es and c lo c k s  _____________________

M isce lla n eou s  m an u factu rin g in d u str ies  _____

N onm anufacturing _____________________________
A g r icu ltu re , fo r e s t r y ,  and fish in g  _____________
M ining ______________________________________________
C on s tru ction  _______________________________________
T r a d e _____________ ___________________________________
F in a n ce , in su ra n ce , and re a l e s t a t e ___________
T ra n sp orta tion , com m u n ica tion , and

oth er pu b lic  u t i l i t ie s ____________________________
S e r v ic e s — p e rso n a l, b u s in e ss , and oth er ____ _
G overn m en t— a d m in istra tion , p ro te c t io n , 

and san itation4____________________________________

T e n n e s s e e T e x a s V irg in ia
Stoppages

in
beginning

1956 M a n -d a ys  id le Stoppage!
in

s beginn ing 
1956 M a n -d a y s  idle Stoppages beginning 

in 1956 M a n -d a y s  id le  
d uring 1956 

(a ll stopp a g es )N um berW ork ers
in v olved (a ll s topp a ges ) N um ber 2 W o rk e rs

in v olved (a ll s topp a ges ) N um ber 2 W ork ers
in v olved

111 32, 800 4 2 7 ,0 0 0 76 4 3 ,9 0 0 8 7 2 ,0 0 0 49 1 2 ,600 13 1 ,0 0 0

47 22, 100 2 7 4 ,0 0 0 22 1 8 ,000 378, 000 18 7, 210 8 2 ,4 0 0

10 10, 700 7 6 ,3 0 0 5 9, 560 149 ,000 - - -

3 960 2 7 ,0 0 0 2 390 6, 840 2 640 8, 600

5 790 22, 200
3 810 4, 350 4 940 19 ,900 - - -
1 520 5, 720 2 650 19 ,500 - - -

1 50 950 _ _ _ 1 350 5, 250
3 850 2, 580 1 80 5, 040 2 n o 190
5 760 4 2 ,5 0 0 1 320 3 12, 000 1 20 30
1 70 6, 050 - - - 3 410 5, 740

2 240 1, 680 2 850 48, 200 2 390 780
2 1, 190 16 ,800 - - - - - -
4 1, 280 11, 300 3 210 1,460 1 20 1, 350

1 140 270 : - - : -

2 140 830 3 4 ,9 2 0 116, 000 4 4, 320 3 4 ,0 0 0
1 220 2, 860 - - - - - -
2 3, 130 48, 500 1 150 150 1 400 23, 200

1 350 3, 800
- - " - - - 1 550 3, 320

64 10 ,700 153 ,000 54 25, 800 493, 000 31 5 ,4 2 0 4 8 ,8 0 0

7 970 2, 810
" : 7 1 ,280 6, 700

35 6, 130 113, 000 39 17 ,400 4 5 4 ,0 0 0 16 1, 260 11, 600
9 800 3, 560 8 570 5, 170 3 110 3 6, 750

8 1 ,940 2 9 ,4 0 0 7 7, 820 33, 800 5 2, 770 2 3 ,8 0 0
4 810 3, 810 - - - -

1 10 200 - - - - - -

W a s h in g t o n W e s t  V irg iin ia W isco n s in

48 11, 100 197,000 191 6 8 ,4 0 0 5 8 9 ,0 0 0 62 2 8 ,4 0 0 5 3 7 ,0 0 0

21 4, 520 8 6 ,5 0 0 43 2 6 ,2 0 0 406, 000 34 20, 900 4 4 4 ,0 0 0

5 2, 300 3 8 ,2 0 0 3 3 ,4 4 0 75, 100 1 10 20

1 150 3, 550 10 5, 600 70, 300 1 20 3 139, 000

. . . 3 8 5 ,5 0 0 2 590 13, 700
- - - 5 480 10, 100 10 5 ,4 3 0 216, 000
1 200 1,200 3 1, 740 2 3 ,4 0 0 2 860 9, 360

3 700 4, 220 1 100 3, 330 1 120 1, 960
2 240 3, 140 - - - 1 210 6, 300
2 360 5, 660 10 1 0 ,4 0 0 82, 900 - - -

_ _ _ 1 10 10 1 150 2, 100
- - - 1 330 980 1 200 3, 320
5 230 3, 570 2 90 1, 950 3 1, 120 6, 730

1 20 230 3 370 12 ,7 0 0 1 260 2, 890

. _ _ 3 1 ,2 5 0 30, 000 _ _ _
1 330 2 6 ,7 0 0 - - - - - -
' " " ~ * 4 9, 570 19 ,8 0 0

. _ _ . . . 1 1, 670 11, 700
1 10 60 2 2 ,4 0 0 9, 600 5 660 10, 800

27 6, 570 111, 000 148 4 2 ,3 0 0 183,000 28 7, 570 93, 300

1 50 190 116 3 8 ,9 0 0 1 5 9 ,000 1 1, 110 30, 200
10 2, 380 75, 100 17 2, 790 15 ,400 21 3, 630 38, 000
6 940 16, 200 7 220 3 6, 060 1 30 80
“ - - 1 20 50 - - -

8 3, 160 19 ,000 4 100 1, 370 4 2, 520 2 2 ,1 0 0
2 40 180 3 50 880 - - -

- - - 1 150 750 1 290 2 ,9 0 0

1 In the industry groups for which no data are presented the Bureau did not record any stoppages during 1956.
2 In some States the total number of stoppages shown as well as the total number of manufacturing or nonmanufacturing stoppages may be less 

than the sum of the figures below because a few stoppages extending into 2 or more industry groups have been counted in each industry group af­
fected; workers involved and man-days idle were divided among the respective groups.

3 Includes idleness in 1956 resulting from stoppages that began in the preceding year.
4 Stoppages involving municipally operated utilities are included in transportation, communication, and other public utilities.
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Appendix B: Scope, Methods, and Definitions13

W o r k  S to p p a g e  S t a t i s t i c s

T h e  B u r e a u 's  s t a t i s t i c s  in c lu d e  
a l l  w o r k  s t o p p a g e s  o c c u r r i n g  in  the 
c o n t in e n ta l  U n ited  S ta te s ,  k n o w n  to the 
B u r e a u  o f  L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s  and  its  c o o p ­
e r a t in g  a g e n c i e s ,  in v o lv in g  a s  m a n y  as 
s i x  w o r k e r s  and la s t in g  the e q u iv a le n t  
o f  a fu l l  day o r  sh if t  o r  l o n g e r .  W o r k  
s to p p a g e s  a r e  m e a s u r e d  in t e r m s  o f  the 
n u m b e r  o f  s t o p p a g e s ,  w o r k e r s  in v o lv e d ,  
and  m a n - d a y s  o f  i d l e n e s s .

D e f in i t io n s

S tr ik e  o r  L o c k o u t . — A  s t r ik e  
i s  d e f in e d  as  a t e m p o r a r y  s t o p p a g e  o f  
w o r k  b y  a g r o u p  o f  e m p l o y e e s  to e x ­
p r e s s  a g r i e v a n c e  o r  e n f o r c e  a d e m a n d .  
A  lo c k o u t  is  a t e m p o r a r y  w ith h o ld in g  
o f  w o r k  f r o m  a g r o u p  o f  e m p l o y e e s  by  
an e m p l o y e r  ( o r  a g r o u p  o f  e m p l o y e r s )  
in  o r d e r  to in d u ce  the e m p l o y e e s  to 
a c c e p t  the e m p l o y e r ' s  t e r m s .  B e c a u s e  
o f  the c o m p l e x i t i e s  in v o lv e d  in m o s t  
l a b o r - m a n a g e m e n t  d i s p u t e s ,  the B u r e a u  
m a k e s  no  e f f o r t  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e th e r  the 
s t o p p a g e s  a r e  in i t ia te d  b y  the w o r k e r s  
o r  the e m p l o y e r s .  T he  t e r m s  " s t r i k e "  
and " w d r k  s t o p p a g e "  a r e  u s e d  i n t e r ­
c h a n g e a b ly  in  th is  r e p o r t .

W o r k e r s  and I d le n e s s  . — F i g u r e s  
on  " w o r k e r s  i n v o l v e d "  and " m a n - d a y s  
i d l e "  in c lu d e  a l l  w o r k e r s  m a d e  id l e  f o r  
o n e  s h i f t  o r  l o n g e r  in  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  
d i r e c t l y  i n v o lv e d  in  a s to p p a g e .  T h e y  
do  not  m e a s u r e  s e c o n d a r y  i d l e n e s s —  
that i s ,  the e f f e c t s  o f  a s to p p a g e  on  
o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o r  in d u s t r ie s  w h o s e  
e m p l o y e e s  m a y  b e  m a d e  id le  as a r e s u l t  
o f  m a t e r i a l  o r  s e r v i c e  s h o r t a g e s .

T h e  tota l  n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  
in v o lv e d  in  s t r i k e s  in a g iv e n  y e a r  i n ­
c lu d e s  w o r k e r s  c o u n t e d  m o r e  than o n c e  
i f  they  w e r e  in v o lv e d  in  m o r e  than one 
s to p p a g e  d u r in g  that y e a r .  (T h u s ,  in 
1949 , 3 6 5 ,0 0 0  to 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  c o a l  m i n e r s

13 More detailed information on methods of calculation, 
sources, and classification is available in BLS Bull. 1168, Tech­
niques of Preparing Major BLS Statistical Series, December 1954
(p. 106).

s t r u c k  o n  3 d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s ;  th ey  
c o m p r i s e d  1 ,1 5 0 , 0 0 0  o f  the y e a r ' s  to ta l  
o f  3 , 0 3 0 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s . )

In s o m e  p r o l o n g e d  s to p p a g e s ^ it  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  to e s t im a t e  in  p a r t  the 
to ta l  m a n - d a y s  o f  i d l e n e s s  i f  the e x a c t  
n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  id le  e a c h  day  is  n o t  
kn ow n . W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  s ig n i f i c a n t  
c h a n g e s  in  the n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  id le  
a r e  s e c u r e d  f r o m  the p a r t i e s  f o r  u s e  
in  c o m p u t in g  m a n - d a y s  o f  i d l e n e s s .

I d le n e s s  as P e r c e n t  o f  T o t a l  
W o r k in g  T i m e . — In c o m p u t in g  the n u m ­
b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  in v o lv e d  in  s t r i k e s  as  a 
p e r c e n t  o f  to ta l  e m p l o y m e n t  and i d l e ­
n e s s  as a p e r c e n t  o f  to ta l  w o r k in g  t i m e ,  
the f o l l o w in g  f i g u r e s  f o r  to ta l  e m p l o y ­
m e n t  have  b e e n  u s e d :

F r o m  1927 to 1950 , a l l  e m ­
p l o y e e s  e x c e p t  th o se  in o c c u p a t i o n s  and 
p r o f e s s i o n s  in  w h ich  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  u n ion  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  e x i s t e d  o r  in  w h ic h  s t o p ­
p a g e s  r a r e l y ,  i f  e v e r ,  o c c u r r e d .  In 
m o s t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a l l  w a g e  and s a l a r y  
w o r k e r s  w e r e  in c lu d e d  e x c e p t  th o s e  in  
e x e c u t iv e ,  m a n a g e r i a l ,  o r  h igh  s u p e r ­
v i s o r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  th o s e  p e r f o r m i n g  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k  the n a tu re  o f  w h ic h  
m a k e s  un ion  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o r  g r o u p  a c ­
t ion  u n l ik e ly .  T he  f i g u r e  e x c lu d e d  a l l  
s e l f - e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s ;  d o m e s t i c  w o r k ­
e r s ;  w o r k e r s  on  f a r m s  e m p lo y in g  f e w e r  
than s i x  p e r s o n s ;  a l l  F e d e r a l  and State 
g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s ;  and o f f i c i a l s ,  
b o th  e l e c t e d  and a p p o in te d ,  in  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t s .

B e g in n in g  in  1951 , the B u r e a u 's  
e s t i m a t e s  o f  to ta l  n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m ­
p lo y m e n t ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a v e  
b e e n  u s e d .  A c t u a l ly ,  i d l e n e s s  c o m p u t e d  
on  the b a s i s  o f  n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  e m p l o y ­
m e n t  ( e x c l u s i v e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t )  u s u a l ly  
d i f f e r s  b y  l e s s  than o n e - t e n t h  o f  a p e r ­
c e n ta g e  p o in t  f r o m  that o b ta in e d  b y  the 
f o r m e r  m e t h o d ,  w h i le  the p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  w o r k e r s  id le  ( c o m p a r e d  w ith  to ta l  
e m p lo y m e n t )  d i f f e r s  b y  no  m o r e  than
0 . 5  and 0 . 6  o f  a p o in t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
the p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o r k e r s  id le  d u r in g  
1950 c o m p u t e d  on  the s a m e  b a s e  as the 
f i g u r e s  f o r  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  w as  6. 9, and 
the p e r c e n t  o f  i d l e n e s s  w a s  0 . 4 4 ,  c o m ­
p a r e d  w ith  6 .3  and 0 . 4 0 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
c o m p u t e d  on  the n e w  b a s e .
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’ ’E s t im a t e d  w o r k in g  t i m e "  is  
c o m p u t e d  b y  m u lt ip ly in g  the a v e r a g e  
n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  e m p l o y e d  d u r in g  the 
y e a r  b y  the n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  t y p i c a l l y  
w o r k e d  b y  m o s t  e m p l o y e e s .  In the c o m ­
p u ta t io n s ,  S a tu rd a y s  (w hen  c u s t o m a r i l y  
n o t  w o r k e d ) ,  S u n d a y s ,  and  e s t a b l i s h e d  
h o l id a y s  as  p r o v i d e d  in  m o s t  u n ion  c o n ­
t r a c t s  a r e  e x c lu d e d .

T h e  s a m e  p r o c e d u r e  h as  b e e n  
u s e d  in p r e p a r i n g  the e s t i m a t e s  o f  i d l e ­
n e s s  b y  S ta te .  A lth o u g h  the n u m b e r  o f  
h o l id a y s  v a r i e s  s o m e w h a t  f r o m  on e  p a r t  
o f  the c o u n t r y  to a n o th e r ,  and  t h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  m i n o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  in the a m o u n t  
o f  w o r k in g  t im e  f r o m  a r e a  to a r e a ,  
c o r r e c t i o n  f o r  s u c h  d i f f e r e n c e s  w o u ld  
n o t  a p p r e c i a b l y  a f f e c t  the p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  
i d l e n e s s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  S ta te .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  i f  i d l e n e s s  c o m p u t e d  on  the a s ­
s u m p t io n  o f  6 h o l id a y s  an n u a l ly  a m o u n te d  
to 2 p e r c e n t  o f  tota l w o r k in g  t i m e ,  it  
w o u ld  a m o u n t  to o n ly  2 . 0 2  p e r c e n t  o f  
w o r k in g  t im e  i f  a l l o w a n c e  w e r e  m a d e  
f o r  8 h o l i d a y s ;  i f  i d l e n e s s  w a s  l e s s  than 
1 p e r c e n t  o f  to ta l  w o r k in g  t im e  the i d l e ­
n e s s  r a t i o s  w o u ld  n ot  be  ch a n g e d  at a ll  
w ith in  the m a r g i n  o r  ro u n d in g  w h e th e r  
t h e r e  w e r e  6 o r  8 h o l i d a y s .

D u r a t i o n . — A lth o u g h  o n ly  w o r k ­
d ays  a r e  u s e d  in c o m p u t in g  m a n - d a y s  
o f  to ta l  i d l e n e s s ,  d u r a t io n  is  e x p r e s s e d  
in  t e r m s  o f  c a l e n d a r  d a y s ,  in c lu d in g  
n o n w o r k d a y s .

State  D a t a . — S to p p a g e s  o c c u r ­
r in g  in  m o r e  than one State  a r e  l i s t e d  
s e p a r a t e l y  in  e a c h  State a f f e c t e d .  T he  
w o r k e r s  and m a n - d a y s  o f  i d l e n e s s  a r e  
a l l o c a t e d  a m o n g  e a c h  o f  the a f f e c t e d  
S t a t e s . 14

M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  D a t a . — B e ­
g inn ing  w ith  1952 , data  w e r e  ta b u la ted  
s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  182 m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  
In 1955 , the n u m b e r  o f  th e s e  a r e a s  w as  
i n c r e a s e d  to 20 5 .  ( i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i o r  
to 1952 w as  c o n f in e d  to c i t y  b o u n d a r i e s . )  
T h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  b o u n d a r i e s  c o n ­
f o r m  to the S ta n d a rd  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  
d e f in i t io n s  i s s u e d  b y  the B u r e a u  o f  the 
B u d g e t  as o f  J a n u a ry  2 9 ,  1949 , w ith  
s u b s e q u e n t  r e v i s i o n s .  In a d d it io n  to

The same procedure is followed in allocating data on 
stoppages occurring in more than 1 industry group, industry, or 
metropolitan area.

th e s e  a r e a s ,  a f e w  c o m m u n i t i e s  in ­
c lu d e d  in  the s t r ik e  s e r i e s  in  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e t a in e d .

S o m e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  in ­
c lu d e  c o u n t ie s  in m o r e  than o n e  S ta te ,  
and , h e n c e ,  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  an a r e a  m a y  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  e q u a l  o r  e x c e e d  the to ta l  
f o r  the State in  w h ic h  the m a j o r  c i t y  
i s  l o c a t e d  (e .  g .  , the n u m b e r  o f  s t r i k e s  
r e c o r d e d  in the N e w  Y o r k - N o r t h e a s t e r n  
N e w  J e r s e y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a ,  w h ic h  
in c lu d e s  g r e a t e r  N e w  Y o r k  and the 
s u r r o u n d in g  a r e a s  as w e l l  as 8 c o u n t ie s  
in  N o r t h e a s t e r n  N ew  J e r s e y ,  e x c e e d e d  
the s t r i k e s  r e c o r d e d  f o r  N ew  Y o r k  State 
in  1953 and 1955; w h i le  id l e n e s s  in  the 
C h i c a g o  a r e a  w h ich  in c lu d e s  5 c o u n t ie s  
in  I l l in o is  and  1 in  In d ia n a  e x c e e d s  i d l e ­
n e s s  in  I l l in o is  in 19 5 6 ) .

U n ions  I n v o lv e d . — T h is  in c lu d e s  
the u n ion (s )  d i r e c t l y  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  the 
d is p u te ,  a lth ou gh  the c o u n t  o f  w o r k e r s  i n ­
c lu d e s  a ll  w ho a r e  m a d e  id le  f o r  o n e  sh i f t  
o r  l o n g e r  in  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  d i r e c t l y  i n ­
v o l v e d  in the d is p u te ,  in c lu d in g  m e m b e r s  
o f  o t h e r  u n ion s  and n on u n ion  w o r k e r s .

S o u r c e  o f  I n fo r m a t io n
O c c u r r e n c e  o f  S t r ik e s  . — I n f o r -  

m a t io n  as to a c tu a l  o r  p r o b a b l e  e x i s t ­
e n c e  o f  w o r k  s t o p p a g e s  i s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  
a n u m b e r  o f  s o u r c e s .  C l ip p in g s  on  
l a b o r  d is p u te s  a r e  o b ta in e d  f r o m  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  o f  d a i ly  and 
w e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r s  th r o u g h o u t  the c o u n ­
t r y .  I n fo r m a t io n  is  r e c e i v e d  d a i ly  f r o m  
the F e d e r a l  M e d ia t io n  and C o n c i l i a t i o n  
S e r v i c e .  O th e r  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  
in c lu d e  State b o a r d s  o f  m e d i a t i o n  and 
a r b i t r a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  d iv i s i o n s  o f  State  
l a b o r  d e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c e s ,  and l o c a l  
o f f i c e s  o f  State  e m p l o y m e n t  s e c u r i t y  
a g e n c i e s ,  p r o v i d e d  th ro u g h  the B u r e a u  
o f  E m p lo y m e n t  S e c u r i t y  o f  the U . S . 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r .  S o m e  e m p l o y e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  c o m p a n i e s ,  and u n ion s  a l s o  
fu r n is h  the B u r e a u  with  w o r k  s to p p a g e  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  on  a r e g u la r  c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s  .

R e s p o n d e n ts  to Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . —  
A  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  a p p r o v e d  b y  the B u r e a u  
o f  the B u d g e t ,  i s  m a i l e d  to the p a r t i e s  
r e p o r t e d  as in v o lv e d  in w o r k  s to p p a g e s  
to ob ta in  in f o r m a t io n  on  the n u m b e r  
o f  w o r k e r s  in v o lv e d ,  d u r a t io n ,  m a j o r  
i s s u e s ,  l o c a t i o n  (State and m e t r o p o l i ­
tan a r e a s ) ,  m e t h o d  o f  s e t t le m e n t ,  and 
o t h e r  p e r t in e n t  in fo r m a t io n .
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L im i t a t i o n s  o f  D a t a . — A lth ou g h  
the B u r e a u  s e e k s  to o b ta in  c o m p l e t e  
c o v e r a g e ,  i .  e .  , a " c e n s u s "  o f  a ll  
s t r i k e s  in v o lv in g  s i x  o r  m o r e  w o r k e r s  
and  la s t in g  a fu l l  sh if t  o r  m o r e ,  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  is  u n d o u b te d ly  m i s s i n g  on 
s o m e  o f  the s m a l l e r  s t r i k e s .  P r e s u m ­
a b ly ,  a d d it io n  o f  t h e s e  m i s s i n g  s t r i k e s  
w o u ld  n o t  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  a f f e c t  the f i g u r e s  
f o r  n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  and m a n - d a y s  
o f  i d l e n e s s .

In i t s  e f f o r t s  to i m p r o v e  the 
c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  the c o u n t  o f  s t o p p a g e s ,  
the B u r e a u  has  so u g h t  to d e v e lo p  n ew  
s o u r c e s  o f  in f o r m a t io n  as to the p r o b ­
a b le  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  s t o p p a g e s .  O v e r  
the y e a r s ,  th e s e  s o u r c e s  have  p r o b a b ly  
i n c r e a s e d  the n u m b e r  o f  s t r i k e s  r e ­
c o r d e d ,  but h ave  h a d  l i t t le  e f f e c t  o n  the 
n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  o r  to ta l  i d l e n e s s .  
F o r  e x a m p le ,  in  1943 the B u r e a u  s e t  
up a c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  the 
S o l i d  F u e l s  A d m in is t r a t i o n  w h ic h  r e ­
s u l te d  in  r e p o r t s  on  s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  
s t r i k e s  in v o lv in g  c o a l  m i n e r s  n ot  r e ­
c o r d e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  
s t r i k e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  ab ou t  5 p e r c e n t  
o f  a l l  s t r i k e s  in  that y e a r .  W h en  this 
a g e n c y  w en t  ou t  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  c o o p e r ­
a t iv e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  o b ta in in g  r e p o r t s  
o n  w o r k  s t o p p a g e s  w e r e  m a d e  with  a

n u m b e r  o f  c o a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  c o m p a n ie s  in  a r e a s  n o t  s e r v e d  
b y  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

B e g in n in g  in  m i d - 1950 , a  n ew  
s o u r c e  o f  s t r i k e  " l e a d s "  w as  a d d e d  
th ro u g h  a c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  
the B u r e a u  o f  E m p lo y m e n t  S e c u r i t y  o f  
the U . S . D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  b y  w h ic h  
l o c a l  o f f i c e s  o f  State  e m p l o y m e n t  s e ­
c u r i t y  a g e n c ie s  s u p p ly  m o n th ly  r e p o r t s  
o n  w o r k  s t o p p a g e s  c o m i n g  to t h e i r  a t ­
ten t ion .  It is  e s t i m a t e d  that th is  i n ­
c r e a s e d  the n u m b e r  o f  s t r i k e s  r e p o r t e d  
in  1950 b y  ab ou t  5 p e r c e n t  and in  1951 
and 1952 b y  a p p r o x im a t e ly  10 p e r c e n t .  
S in c e  m o s t  o f  th e s e  s t o p p a g e s  w e r e  
s m a l l ,  th ey  i n c r e a s e d  the n u m b e r  o f  
w o r k e r s  in v o lv e d  and m a n - d a y s  o f  i d l e ­
n e s s  b y  l e s s  than 2 p e r c e n t  in  1950 and 
b y  l e s s  than 3 p e r c e n t  in  1951 and 
1952. T e s t s  o f  the e f f e c t  o f  th is  a d d e d  
s o u r c e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  h ave  n o t  b e e n  
m a d e  s in c e  1952.

A s  n ew  l o c a l  a g e n c ie s  h a v in g  
k n o w le d g e  o f  the e x i s t e n c e  o f  w o r k  s t o p ­
p a g e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  o r  ch a n g e s  a r e  
m a d e  in  th e ir  c o l l e c t i o n  m e t h o d s ,  e v e r y  
e f f o r t  is  m a d e  to e s t a b l i s h  c o o p e r a t i v e  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  w ith  th e m .
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