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AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES
Collection and Calculation Techniques and Problems*

Introduction

Although the Bureau of Labor Statistics has been issuing a Consumer Price Index l/ since
1919, the publication of the basic average prices from which the index was computed has been
confined to two commodity groups - Toods and fuels. Items in these groups were relatively
easy to describe and to price throughout the United States with the possibility of averaging
price quotations for unlike qualities relatively remote. However, variations in quality from
store to store and from city to city presented major difficulties in the price collection and
calculation of averages for other items such as apparel, furniture, appliances, etc. Sporadic
attempts have been made to publish prices for apparel and other commodities, but staff limi-
tations have prevented their regular publication.

This bulletin is the first attempt by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to present average
retail prices for a comprehensive list of articles and services that are a part of the every
day living of a moderate income family in the United States.

The problem of quality identification as it relates to price collection and summariza-
tion has received major study by the Bureau, particularly since the initiation of "pricing by
specification® in 1934. In view of the complex and long-range character of the problem, the
Bureau is making available in this report, as many of its current retail price statistics as
progress to date permits. Such publication is appropriate at this time when the Bureau is
making available comprehensive information relating to its revised CPI. This bulletin initi-
ates publication of selected portions of the basic data on a recurrent basis. Furthermore,
publication will substantially satisfy the widespread and persistent public demand for these
data and for a detailed description of the collection procedures followed by the Bureau.

Prices are presented for approximately 125 goods and services, selected from among
approximately 175 items (other than foods and fuels) and applicable to 10 of the L6 cities
that are priced for the CPI 2/. Because of the special problem of quality identification, it
was not possible to provide average prices for all of the items covered under the CPI. How-
ever, the list includes average prices for important items in all major index groups, except
foods and fuels which are published separately, and rents and home ownership costs which in-
volve unique problems currently under study by the Bureau.

Average prices are given for quarterly dates between December 1952 and December 195i.
The revised CPI was issued in January 1953 and was linked to the earlier index as of December
1952, To make the revised index calculations, it was necessary to do extensive experimental
price work involving detailed scrutiny of the quotations obtained during the regular collec-
tions. The details of the quality descriptions were carefully reviewed. All changes that

1/ The title, Consumers' Price Index for Moderats Income Families in Large Cities, was
adepted in 1954. Previously, this index had been precisely designated, Changes in the Cost
of Goods and Services Purchased by Wage Earners and Lower-Salaried Clerical Workers in 193L-
36. In popular usage, this title was later shortened to Cost~of-Living Index. The latter
designation gave rise to some misunderstanding of the scope of the series, and therefore the
the current term, Consumer Price Index, was introduced.

3/ See appendixes A and B for a full list of the items and cities for which retail
prices are cellected.

# Prepared by Ethel D. Hoover of the Bureau's Prices and Cost of Living Division.
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resulted from this review were incorporated into the price collection in all cities be~
ginning in the latter part of 1952. The revised data were summarized for this bulletin. If
gtaff resources permit, price data for the years 1935 to 1952 will be reviewed and averages
published for these earlier years for as many commodities and services as possible. It is
anticipated that prices for additional dates and cities and for cities combined will also be
included in future publications.

The Bureaun bas devoted major attention to the price collection problems arising from
varying quality. It has solved some of these problems but additional ones remain. Despite
some imperfections, however, the great mass of retail price data assembled by the Bureau is
an invaluable reservoir of reliable information. These price statistics will fill a serious
gap in the basic source materials needed for important economic and sociasl studies. They
provide a portion of the much needed data for the analysis of place-to-place differences in
the supply of and demand for particular commodities. Many studies of marketing patterns have
been hampered by the lack of data on price levels for individual items in retail markets.
These statistics are the first steps toward filling this gap. Other studies such as cost
estimates for various budgets, studies of price structure, and the relationship of price
levels to consumption patterns may utilize some of the data presented. The need for certain
improvements and refinements in these data will undoubtedly emerge from such diverss uses.
The Bureau hopes to profit from the experience of users, and to publish improved data in the
future,

It is inevitable that these basic price data will be used without careful appraisal of
their limitations. Users are urged to read the description of the procedures followed in the
collection and processing of the data and to determine whether they provide the precision
neaeded for the particular problem being studied.

HISTORY OF RETAIL PRICE COLLECTIONS BY BLS

The history of retail price collection by the Bureau of Labor Statistics is an important
part of the history of the efforts of our Government to provide a reliable measure of changes
in living costs, to help determine objectively the economic well-being of the working popula-
tion.

The earliest comprehensive retail price collections in this country were made in 1891 to
ascertain the effects of the tariff laws. Responding to a Senate Resolution of March 3,
1891 3/, the Honorable Nelson D. Aldrich, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Tariff of the Sen=-
ate Committee on Finance, introduced his report on retsil prices and wages with the state-
ment, "One of the principal causes that led to the adoption of the Senate resolution was un-
doubtedly the existence of a constant demand from legislators and economic students for
reliable statistics in regard to the course of prices and wages in the United States. The
absence of such statistics has led to a constant and indeterminable dispute over facts in
every economic discussion. Without them it has been impossible to judge even with approxi-
mate accuracy of the progress of the people of the country and the changes which have taken

~ 3/ Resolved, The Committee on Finance be, and they are hereby, authoriged and directed,
by subcommittee or otherwise, to ascertain in every practicable way, and to report from time
to time to the Senate, the effect of the tariff laws upon the imports and exports, the growth,
development, production, and prices of agricultural and manufactured articles, at home and
abroadj and upon wages, domestic and foreign; and for this purpose they are authorized to sit
by subcommittee or otherwise, during the recess and sessions of the Senate, at such times and
places as they may deem advisable, and to employ a stenographer and such clerical and other
assistance as may be necessary; the expense of such investigation to be paid from the con-
tingent fund of the Senate.
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place from time to time in their condition." i/ To meet this need, the Commissioner of Labor
had been requested to obtain data on the "course of retail prices of two hundred and fifteen
articles of general consumption in seventy cities and towns in different parts of the coun
try." 5/ This study was limited to the period June 1, 1889, to September 1, 1891, and was
then discontinued.

In the subsequent decade, studies of the "™cost of living" were limited to the collection
of information on items of expenditures from families of employees in specific industries.
The need for later and more comprshensive data led to a study by the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics in 1901 of expenditures by more than 25,000 families in the principal industrial cen-
ters of the United States. The study was supplemented by information from stores on retail
prices of the principal staple articles of food back to 1890. 6/ This retail food price col-
lection marked the beginning of regular collections of retail prices of articles purchased by
the wage earning population of this country. In the 50 years since that first collection,
with the exception of the period from 1907 to 1910, the Bureau's price publications have
regularly included retail prices for a list of foods in the industrial cities of the country.

Publication of average retail prices of coal and gas began in 1911 and has continued
regular}y. Average prices for a limited number of textiles from 1915 to 1923 were published
alse. 7

During World War I, the effect of the rising cost of living on the real wages of the
working population dramatized the inadequacy of food prices as a measure of total living
costs. The Bureau participated in special studies of the cost of living in railroad centers
and to a larger extent in shipbuilding centers. 8/ Since these were not necessarily repre-
sentative of living costs for the population as & whole, a full scale study of expenditures
and retail prices for articles purchased by wage earners was initiated by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics in 1918. With what seems to be a considerabls amount of pride, Commissioner of
Labor Statistics Royal Meeker announced in December 1918: "I here, for the first time, pub-
licly proclaim that not only is an index number of the cost of living a theoretical possibili-
ty, but it is a practical fact in process of coming into being as rapidly as the Bureau of
Labor Statistics can push the work along.™ ?_/

This announcement was made after Bureau agents had visited stores and other price sources
in Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Md. to obtain price data for a comprehensive list of com-
modities and services that affect the cost of living., Similar price collections were subse-
quently made in other cities until retail prices had been obtained for an extensive list of
commodities and services in 66 cities.

Since World War I, the Bureau has made outstanding progress in the development of pro-
cedures for the collection of retail prices and the calculation of indexes. But publication
of the basic price data on which the indexes were based has been a notable omission. The
chief deterrents have been the difficulties encountered in relating price to quality so that
averages are meaningful. The descriptions of these early Bureau studises all contain some
reference to the problem of quality identification for most articles of retail trade. The
measurement of price change was accomplished by careful attention to the comparability of
price quotations from one period of time to the next from the same respondents but the

.7 Retail Prices and Wages, Senate Report 986, July 19, 1892, Part I, p. I.

T/ Ses appendix E for a brief statement of the scope of this early study.

&/ Results of both studies were published in the 18th Annual Report of the Commissioner
of Labor, Carrol D. Wright, in 1903,

7/ See appendix E for a list of articles for which average prices have been published
from time to time.

8/ See appendix F.

9/ From The Possibility of Compiling a Cost of Living Index, a paper read at the 31lst
anmal meeting of the American Economic Association, Richmond, Va., Dec. 27, 1918. A reprint
of the paper was published in the Monthly Labor Review, March 1919.
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collection was not se controlled that prices from the various stores at one period of time
related to items of approximately the same quality.

The preblem of quality identification was attacked directly in 1933 with inauguration of
a project to determine a basis for a more adequate collection and analysis of retail prices.
Plans were being developed at that time for a comprshensive revision of the CPI.

A Retail Price Committee (subsequently known as The Federal Interdepartmental Committee
on Retail Prices) was appointed by the Central Statistical Board with representation from
governmental agencies interested in retail price problems. The Committee prepared a plan for
the assembly and analysis of prices, including the development of preliminary commodity speci-
fications for more than 600 items by government and industry commodity experts. 10/ Tests of
the specifications and other aspects of the retail price project were carried on in 1933 and
193k under the auspices of the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Federal Interdepartmental
Comnittee on Retail Prices.

Utilizing the valuable information derived from this study of retail prices the Bureau,
in November 193k, adopted "pricing by specification® as the guiding principle in its regular
price collection surveys for the Consumer Price Index.l_ll/

Many variations and refinements in methods of collection have been introduced into
pricing by specification since its initiation in 193L; essentially, current price collection

procedures are based on descriptione of the quality characteristics of the particular items
for which prices are desired and then obtaining price quotations for the defined qualities.

COMMUNITIES IN WHICH PRICES ARE OBTAINED

h6-City Sample for the Consumer Price Index

The sampling of cities for pricing items covered by the index was adopted from the sam=-
pling of cities set up for the comprehensive study of consumers expenditures in 1950. City
characteristics used for stratification for this study were those which were considered to be
most directly related to variations in distributions of family expenditures.

The cities of the United States were classified first into I size groups. Cities in each
size group were then further classified according to climate, density of population per
square mile, and aversage income. For the smallest class an additional stratification--dige
tance to market--was used. After this stratification, a sample of 46 cities was selected by
the “Latin Square" technique, 12/

10/ See Retail Price Behavior by John H. Cover, University of Chicago. Studies in Buei-
ness Administration, Vol., I, No. 2. The Central Statistical Board was an independent agency
of the United States Government. 1In 1939, it became a part of the Bureau of the Budget, and
is now known as the Office of Statistical Standards.

11/ This new pricing procedure was initieted under the direction of Miss Stella Stewart,
then Chief of the Retail Price Division of the Bureau.

12/ For a detailed description of the city sample see Selection of Cities for the Con-
gumer Expenditure Survey, 1950, Monthly Labor Review, April 1951,(pp. 430-436.)
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Simultanecusly with the consumer expenditure study special collections of retsil prices
were made to study variations in price change from city to city. These special studies did
not reveal, a better classification of city characteristics for pricing purposes than those
which had been used to classify cities fer expenditure studies. The L6-city sample was there-
fore adopted for pricing.

Although retail prices are collected every month in a sample of cities for the calcula-
tion of the revised CPI, cost and operational considerations did not permit the monthly pric-
ing of every item in each of the L6 cities. The Bureau, therefore, designed a program of col-
lection that would provide maximum information fer the calculation of a monthly index without
being prohibitively time-consuming, or expensive. 1._3_/

The frequency of price collection for all items varies from once & month in the S largest
cities to once every L4 months in the 16 smallest cities. The program is as follows:

Population Number . of Frequency of
Size group (1947) cities pricing

A. One million and over

1. Over 2,000,000 5 S priced every month
2. 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 7 2 in January, April, July, and
October
2 in February, May, August, and
November
3 in March, June, September,
and December

B. 240,000 to 1,000,000 9 3 in January, April, July, and
Octcber
3 in February, May, August,
and November ’
3 in March, June, September,
and December

C. 30,500 to 240,000 9 Same as B size class
D. 2,500 to 30,500 16 L4 in January, May, and
Septenber
L in February, June, and
October

L in March, July, and November
L in April, August, and December

The frequency of pricing shown above is supplemented by monthly pricing in all L6 cities
for specific commoditiesg in order to assure the accuracy of the monthly index.

Selection of Cities for Which Average Prices are Published

The 10 cities for which average prices are published in this bulletin are the M"large"
cities for which prices are obtained in March, June, September, and December. They include

13/ See appendix A for a listing of the frequency of price collection for each of the
L6 cities included in the CPI.
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S cities in the 2 million and over population size group, 3 in the 1 million to 2 million
group and 2 in the 240,000 to 1 million group. (The third city in this smallest group was
one of the new cities included in the CPI in January 1953 and datz have been processed feor
index computation only). All of these 10 cities are importsnt industrial areas and have been
surveyed by the Bureau for the CPI since it was first published on a nationwide basis in 1919.
Because of this long experience in price collection in these 10 cities, many of the questions
that usually arise during initlation ef pricing had previously been solved. In addition, the
sizes of the outlet samples in these and other large cities are large enough to give reason~
ably reliable measures of price levels. Since prices for most retail commodities other than
foods do not change every month, supplementary monthly data have not been included for the 10
cities.

ITEMS FOR WHICH PRICES ARE OBTAINED

Item Sample for the Consumer Price Index

The selection of the goods and services on which the revised CPI is based depended on the
answers to the following questions: (1), How impertant is each item in the purchases of the
families of urban wage earners and lower salaried workers? and (2), How similar er dissimilar
are the price changes over time for the various goods and services purchased by these fami-
lies?

The 1950 consumer expenditure survey provided the information on the first question by
obtaining data on the kinds of things families bought, the amounts they bought, and how much
they paid. 1li/ While these records were being obtained from families, the Bureau also secured
prices for hundreds of items in retail stores. These special collections, combined with avail
able price data, helped identify "price families®--those which had shown similar price move-
wents and thus might show similar price changes in the immediate future.

In order to produce a reliable measure of price change for all goods and services, the
item sample was then selected to represent, (1) important items in each major group and sub-
group and (2) price change patterns as shown by the price families. Approximately 300 arti-
cles and services were included in the list for regular pricing. Thus, the emphasis in the
selection was on the major function of the CPI--the measurement of price c¢hange.

Selection of Items For Which Prices Are Published

In contrast to the measurement of price change, the bagic criterion for the selection of
the list of items for which average retail prices are published here was the assurance that
the quoted prices from all stores in each city, related to the same or approximately the same
quality.

The application of this criterion insured that:

(1) The article or service was so defined that differences in price from store to store
were not due to major differences in quality, sise, or other characteristics, or

(2) The article or service had a relatively high degree of standardigation within the
city (e.g. public transportation), or from city to city (e.g. women's hosiery), or

(3) When the description was not complete with regard to all variations of construction
details, the Bureau was able, by other means, to control the range of quality on
which quotations were reporteds An example of this is the refrigerator for which
the description specifies the main features and the Bureau supplies its representa=
tives with lists of brands and model numbers acceptsable for pricing.

The selection was not controlled by the range of prices reported within the city. It is

I,/ Tor a complete description of the 1950 consumer expenditure survey, see BLS Bull.
1097 {Fevised) Family Income, Fxpenditures, and Savings in 1950.
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one of the characteristics of retail trade that the same quality, and frequently the same
brand, sells for different prices in various stores. When the range of prices reported
seemed unduly large, examination was made of all the information available to determine
whether the articles at the extremes of the range conformed te the Bureau's specification.
If there was serious question of their conformity, the quotations were deleted before com=-
puting the averages.

QUALITY DESCRIPTIONS USED FOR THE COLLECTION
OF RETAIL PRICES 15/

The Role of Specifications

The collection of all retail price data by the Bureau is contrclled by the requirements
of "pricing by specification.® As used by the Bureau, the word "specification" designates ‘a
detailed description of an item. This description includes the quality factors that are
associated with price and price differences, and other physical characteristics that are
needed to identify the item from store to store and from one pricing date to the next.

Pricing by specification proceeds on the basis that the collection agency predetermines
the major quality characteristics of each item for which prices are desired and sets the
tolerance limits for quality variation. The cocllection process involves the selection from
among all the various items offered for sale, those that have the predetermined characteris-
tics. Thie is in contrast with various other pricing methods in which the collection agency
sets forth the pricing procedures and the collection process determines the quality. For
example, prior to November 1934, the Bureau's field representatives were instructed to price
the "volume selling quality" in each store. Store selection had been based on the volume of
sales to wage earners.

The procedure of pricing by specification has one outstanding advantage that makes it
the logical choice among pricing methods for the study of most problems involving the use of
retail price data--major quality differences from time to time, from store to store, and from
city to city are not rellected as price differences in measures of price change or price
level. v

Characteristics of Specifications

The chief characteristics of the Bureau's specifications are dictated by the limitations
of language that can be used to prescribe a quality level and by the great amount of varia-
tion and change in the goods and services available in retail markets. The Bureau's specifi-
cations describe quality in terms of the physical and other identifiasble features of an
article or service. They are detailed, but represent a compromise between the technical and
the nontechnical, They define a quality level as rigidly as is consistent with the practic-
ability of collecting retail price data. This considerztion leads to the necessity for a
range of qualities in each specification rather than a single point in the entire quality
scale.

Quality Identification Features. In the absence of standards for most retail goods and ser-
vices, the 1dentiTication of the same or similar products is a major prcblem confronting the
staff developing specifications. Moet of the intangible characteristics which gevern consumerx
choices are not obvious to sight and touch and defy objective description. The specification
for each article, therefore, includes as many of the following features as possible:

(1) Materials: i.e. What it is made of.

(2) Construction: i.e. How it is made.

(3) Performance: i.e. What it will do.

15/ The quality descriptions used by the Bureau for the collection of prices summarized
in tabYes 1 to 7, are shown in appendix C.
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L) What service is provided (applies primarily to services priced).
S) Other factors determining price level; e.g. inclusion or exclusion of installa-
tion charges.

(
(

Not all of these factors are necessary eor applicsble to each article or service priced.
For men's business shirts, for example, the materials include the specification of name of
fabric, fiber content, and yarns per inch (thread count). Construction features include
color, construction of collars and cuffs, amount of fabric per dozen shirts, size range, and
quality of workmanship. Performance is the most difficult factor to describe since there are
very few scientific performance tests that can be identified in the final product. In the
case of shirts, performance description, therefore, is limited to the amount of shrinkage.
Because there are price differentials for shirts by type of brand, the Bureau prices one
quality specifically limited to nationally advertised brands, and another quality for which
brand type is not specified but which is merchandised primarily under non-nationally-adver-
tised brands,

Amount of Detail in Specifications. The amount of detail in each specification is generally
determined by the nature of the goods and services being described. The extremes of varia=-
tion are probably best illustrated by two items--men's haircuts and furniture. It is diffi-
cult to describe the quality of a man's haircut. Differences in quality do exist between
shops and even between barbers in a single shop but the differences are intangible and the
evaluation of quality difference is based on individual customer preference. Thus, the speci-
fication used by the Bureau for a "man's haircut" is complete in these two words. In such
cases a limitation on the amount of quality variation is roughly controlled through the
selection of the sample of reporting shops. At the other extreme are articles such as bed-~
room suites where tangible as well as intangible quality factors are present. A specifica-
tion for a bedroom suite must be specific with regard to composition, style, the kind of ex-
terior wood, the kind of structural parts, and construction features such as joints and fin-
ishing, and size of pieces. A specification for a living-room suite would have most of these
same factors detailed and, in addition, descriptions of the covering, stuffing, cushion con-
struction, etc.

One of the limiting factors on the amount of detail included in the Bureau's specifica-
tions should be mentioned here. With the help of the manufacturers it would be possible to
set. up technical "engineering" descriptions for many commodities. However, because the
specifications are used for price collection in all kinds of reporting outlets, the Bureau
has attempted to effect a compromise between technical and nontechnicel descriptions. The
specifications are expressed in terms that can be recognized by the field agent and the re-
porter. These include the ccmmonly used technical terms and standards when they are appro-
priate and available.

Such detailed descriptions have occasionelly given some users the erroneous impression
that the Bureau's specifications represent standards providing a specified amount of service
or standards that have been scientifically tested and found satisfactory. The quality levels
that are represented are those whick are important in the purchases of wage-earners and cleri-
cal workers' families, These qualities are not what families might want to buy or what some
group may think should be bought, but are a sample of qualities actually beught by a large
nunber of families insofar as the Bureau is able to determine.

Range of Quality. Another characteristic of specifications is thebreadth of the quality
range Tor which prices are reporteds Goods and services cannot be divided into neat compart-
ments, with each compartment representing a distinctive quality level., In a quality scale,
differentiating characteristics are not confined to one point but are present over a range.
The bundle of characteristics in a limited range that represents approximately the same quale
ity at the retail level are included in the specifications.

The degree of precision that can be attained, varies considerably from one item to
another. One of the major reasons for differences in precision is found in the production
process., For a very few goods and services, the number of producers is relatively small and
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consequently differences in the product among distributors is limited. For a few other geods
and services, the progress toward quality standards and quality labeling has reduced the
amount of quality variation among the offerings to consumers. In these cases, the specifica=-
tions used by the Bureau have a narrow quality range implied or stated explicitly. For a
large number of items, however, the quality differences are almost as great as the number of
producers, as each producer attempts to maintain or enlarge his share of the consumer dollar
by offering a distinctive product. For furniture, dresses, and similar items for which the
number of producers is great, the task in the development of specifications is mainly that of
identifying the major price determining factors for each article and establishing a limited
range for each. For less important price determining features of a product, where greater
variation usually occurs, and where differences in price are usually imperceptible at the re-
tail level, a somewhat greater range is established,. Other characteristics of an article or
service are defined as optional features for identification purposes and for continuous study
to insure that they are included as price determining factors if developments in distribution
warrant it.

Development of Quality Descriptions

The isolation and identification of a specific quality level for each item purchased by
families for which the CPI is designed, cannot be an exact process. All families do not buy
the same quality and the amount of quality description that can be furnished by families for
the goods and services they purchase is usually very limited.

The Bureau has determined the quality levels for pricing in two stages. The first stage
is the assembly of all descriptive and price information for each item furnished by families
in the 1950 consumer expenditure survey. This descriptive data permits division of all pur-
chases into broad categories: e.g. rayon street dresses, cotton street dresses, cotton house
dresses, wool dresses, blended fiber dresses. Within each of these broad classes, the prices
paid are arrayed from low to high to determine the point or points in the price scale at which
the largest number of purchases are made. The second stage is the translation of these broad
descriptions and selected price levels to a more precise descriptive quality definition. This
wag accomplished through reference to the Bureau's own pricing experience and through exten-
sive consultation with producers, retail buying organizations, and trade and professional
erganizations who worked with the Bureau in the development of detailed descriptions of the
goods and services that were being sold at the specified price levels. Thus, the Bureau was
able to determine whether proposed descriptions represented qualities most commonly bought by
consumers, whether the quality was common enough to permit countrywide pricing, and whether
the technical details of the specification were adequate to identify specific qualities from
time to time and from place to place.

The various stages in the development of specifications from family reporting to final
description for pricing purposes is illustrated below for women's slips. The number of slips
and petticoats purchased by the sample of families surveyed in the consumer expenditure sur-
vey totaled 12,904 in 1950, Of this number, L,207 purchases were slips and petticoats of ny-
lon and 8,679 of "other" kinds. The prices paid for each of these two broad classes were
arrayed and the following percentage distributions were found:

Price range Percent of total number of purchases
in 1950 of women's slips and petticoats
Nylon "Other"

Under $ 1.50 ———— 2 &

$1.50 - $1.99 - 6 17

2000 - 2.&9 “““““““““““ h 8

2050 - 2099 “““““““““ idndaded 11 26

3000 - 30'-19 - - 7 11

3.50 - 3099 w-— 15 17

100 - lih9- - 6 5
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Price range Percent of total number of purchases

in 1950 of women's slips and petticoats
Nylon "Other"

$L1.50 - $4.99=remmmmmmmmmcecane - 7 3

5000 - 50h9 """"""""""" 8 2

5450 = 5,99=mmmmmammemema e - 9 1

6.00 = Bolg-ommmen ——————————— L 1

6450 = £.99=memmmmmmmcmmenanen 5 /)

7.00 and over----e-==c-ccsanccaa 2/16 I
100 100

Production figures availsble from the Bureau of the Census "Facts For Industry" and simi-
lar publications by the trade showed that rayon slips were by far the most important type in
the "other"” category. The Bureau had a tailored rayon slip in its pricing program at that
time. Since prices for this slip averaged about $2.95 in 1950, it seemed probable that the
quality represemted by the 26 percent concentration of family purchases in the $2.50 to $2.99
level was already included in the pricing list. This assumption was confirmed by manufactur-
ers and retailers.

Manufacturers and retailers advised the Buresu staff that the bulk of their production
of nylon slips and petticoats was expected to be in the $4 to $6 range. The lower prices for
these items in 1950 may have been due to purchases of a slip which, in some cases, was made
from materials that had been intended for government use; e.g., parachute nylon. The nylon
slip tgﬁt ;as priced for the revised index was selling for about $5.95 in 1952 and currently
about «95.

When the 1950 consumer expenditure survey did not contain sufficient price and quality
data te follow the procedure described above, the Bureau selected the articles or services
most commonly purchased. This selection was made in the light of past pricing experience and
the advice from trade and professional organizations. In most cases, such selections were
tested by experimental pricing during the revision program.

Specification Problems in Practice

The range of quality in each specification could be narrowed considerably if it were not
necessary to obtain prices throughout the United States. However, the practical aspects of
pricing make it necessary to adjust the ideal to the feasible. This is translated inte pric-
ing practice in various ways. Allowing s range of quality in each specification is only one
method.

The adjustment that the Bureau has adopted is a system of regular and alternate specifi-
cations. A basic description called the "regular" specification is priced throughout the
United States if possible. If it can be priced in some cities but not in others, an "alter-
nate" description is developed, usually in the same general quality range, but with different
physical characteristics. In a few cases, however, the alternate represents a different
quality, sisze, or quantity which may or may not be associated with a price difference. The
alternate specifications are then priced in those cities where the volume of sales to moder-
ate income families exceeds the sale of the regular specification to which it is an alternate.
The alternates thus represent city or regional deviations.

There are a few cases where such alternates still do not allow the necessary pricing

1/ less than 0.5 percent.
2/ Reports of prices paid ranged from $7 to $32.
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flexibility because of the amount of variation from one store to another within a city. For
these few cases, a series of alternates are provided, and the Bureau's representatives are
instructed to price in each outlet the one which is sold in volume in that outlet. The term
used for this series of alternates is "outlet" deviations. For men's and boys' jackets, for
example, the material from which the jacket is made, the construction features of the jacket,
and other physical characteristics vary considersbly from store to store even though many
different kinds of jackets fall into the same general quality range and approximately the
same retail price levels. For these Jackets, the Buresu has set up four different alternates
~-<bomber type with rayon/acetate shell, surcost type with rayon/acetate shell, tomber type
with nylen blend shell, and surcoat type with nylon blend shell. Any one of these four may
be priced in an individual store.

In this bulletin, prices are given for articles with regional and city deviations with
appropriate identification by code number or footnote, but those priced under the "outlet"
alternates are excluded.

Supplementary Aids in Quality Identification

Because of the difficulties that surround the develepment of specifications and the
possibility of different interpretations by the Bureau's field representatives and price in-
formants, the Bureau provides supplementary aids for quality identification. For many of the
articles included in the pricing, the Bureau provides lists of manufacturers, brand names,
model numbers, and other identifying information for those articles that meet the quality
descriptions. In addition, illustrations, swatches of fabrics, and similar materials are
provided to indicate qualities to be priced.

Such supplementary aids are especlally important for consumer durable goods, since an
effective description of these products would require virtual listing of the products engi-
neering details,

Changes in Specifications

The continuing work of collecting retail prices requires procedures for changing speci-
fications from time to time, becsuse of the many changes in styles, sizes, materials, and
construction of goods available in the retail market.

The frequency, extent, and rate of quality changes are extremely important in the treat-
ment of prices for the index measurement. This problem has been examined extensively over
the years, particularly during the World War II period when the CPI was used administratively
for wage control. Because of the voluminous literature already available on this subject in
the "Report of the President's Comuittee on the Cost of Living" 16/ and similar publications,
the kinds ef changes that occur and how they are introduced into the price collection pregram
ig discussed only briefly below.

The most frequent and most familiar kinds of quality change are those associated with
style, particularly in the apparel category. Style changes are not considered quality
changes unless other factors relating to style are also altered, e.g. changes in materials,
(nylon instead of mohair or cotton for upholstered furniture coverings.) However, many of
these short run changes do not alter the essential quality characteristics or a product, or,
if they do, the alterations are frequently so small that they are not measurasble. For ex-
ample, in the latter part of 1953, it became apparent that the price reports for women's
slips would be inadequate unless data were obtained for the increasingly popular rsyon-nylon-
Accordingly, in January 195k, the description of the yarn was changed from "viscose and/or

port of the President's Committee on the Cost of Living, Office of Economic Stabi-
ligatTon, 1945, Other publications dealing with this subject are listed in the bibliography
in BLS Bull. 966, Consumers' Prices in the United States, 1942-48, (pp. 80-82).

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



12

acetate™ to a choice in each city of "viscose and/or acetate" or "10 to 12 percent nylon, bal-
ance acetate." This was expected to result in a price difference between the two choices.
Actual pricing, however, revealed that price levels for the two types of fabric were approxi-
mately the same. As a result, the specification was again revised to consider the two fabrics
as interchangeable.

A much more intricate problem in pricing was presented by the kinds of equipment included
with new cars. In 1954, when new car dealers selling the popular makes priced for the index,
began te offer substantial price reductions throughout the Nation on the current models of new
cars, we revised our specifications to assure a realistic basis for computing the actusl sell-
prices, Prior to July 1954 we had used a uniform definition of a "basic" car--specific make,
price line and body style-~and engine size where sppropriate--equipped only with the standard
equipment included in the factory list price. This definition was replaced in July 195k by a
flexible description of a car with the optional equipment which the individual dealer custem-
arily sells with the basic car. Optional equipment priced with the car in the last half of
1954 usually included gas, oil, antifreeze (in ccld weather months), a heater, directional
signals, an oil filter, and an oil-bath air filter. In addition, the list of typical equip-
ment commonly delivered with the basic car frequently included a radio, undercoating, and 1 or
2 lesser accessories from a potential group of more than 30 types of equipment. With the
adeption of specifications designed for each individual reporter-dealer, the description of a
new car, even of the same meke, varied from dealer to dealer and from time to time, Just as it
does in actual practice. Automatic transmissions, overdrive, as well as factory-installed
power assists for steering, brakes, seats, and windows will be excluded from the list of
optional features which are being priced until they are purchased customerily with most of the
priced cars. To compute the change in the price of a new car we total the price of the typi-
cally equipped car, substract the dealer's current price concession, and compare this net price
with that of a similarly equipped car in the preceding period. When the equipment varies from
time to time, additions to or deletions from the price of equipment in the preceding period
are made in order to obtain prices of comparable cars. lz/

The Bureau makes every effort to follow the latest market developments and to prepare
specifications for the newer commodities and services., These are generally introduced inte
the pricing surveys through the system of "alternate" specifications (see p. 10).

There are, however, other changes that occur in small increments over a longer period of
time that do alter the quality of the article priced for the CPI. The refrigerator and some
of the other electrical household equipment are examples. The mechanical refrigerator as we
know it todsy was practically unknown in the early twenties and was not in general use until
the thirties. The Bureau measured changes in prices of equipment for refrigerating food by
pricing the ice box until 1935, at which time electrical refrigerators were introduced. The
electrical refrigerator priced first was 6 to 7 cubic-foot capacity, "U" type, that is, with
compartment for the ice trsys in the upper center. Subsequently, major improvements were
made by the industry in the style, construction, and efficiency of the electrical refrigerator.
As a result, the article currently purchased in large volume by families and priced by the
Bureau, is a box of 8 to 9.7 cubic~-foot capacity with an across-the-top freezer. Similar
changes in quality eoccur slowly but continuously i'or many commodities and services. The altemr
nate specification procedure enables the Bureau to provide for the pricing of an article which
is becoming important and which may eventually replace the article originally priced. However,
the alternate is dropped if it does not surpass the volume of sales of the '"regular® gpecifica-
tion in any of the index cities.

Fer every change in specificstion, the Bureau must make an evaluation of whether the
change represents the same quality, a narrowing or widening of the quality range, a major
change in quality level, or an entirely new quality level. Such evaluations are designated by

127 Because of the many price adjustments that would be required to put all dealers'
prices on the same basis, new car prices are not included in this bulletin.
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the changes in code numbers assigned to the specifications. When a change is minor in charac-
ter and no change in quality is intended, the Bureau calls it a "redefined" specification and
retains the same code number. If there are a number of changes in the quality factors which
change the position of the specification in the quality scale, a new code number is assigned.
If only one or two of the quality and price determining factors or the limits of the quality
or size range are revised, this is indicated by adding a decimal point followed by a digit to
the code number; e.g. H~£52.2 indicates 2 bedroom suite which has had two revisions since the
original description was developed. The coding system thus becomes the mechanicsl means of
indicating evaluations of specification changes for index measurement and for comparison of
prices from c¢ity to city.

THE OUTLET SAMPLES

As for all the other sampling stages for the CPI, the samples of stores, service es-
tablishments, doctors, dentists, and other sources from which prices are obtained, are those
that sell and provide the goods and services purchased by wage earners and salaried clerical
workers. In setting the general design of samples for groups of commodities and services,
those factors that were likely to influence price change, such as size, kind of outlet, type
of operation, quality of commodities sold or services rendered, and location, were taken into
account .

The basic statistical data required for classification by these factors are not fully
available from sny one source. However, through the assembly of datz from a variety of sources
and subsequent testing by field collection, the resulting samples yield a measure of price
change that has a reasonably high degree of accuracy for index purposes and also for the calcu-
lation of average prices for many of the commodities and services.

The 1950 consumer expenditure survey, which included a "where bought® question for many
commodities, was used where possible in setting up the design of the outlet sample and in some
cities, even for selecting the individual units for the sample. Sales by merchandise lines
available in the 19L8 Census of Retail Trade provided additional evidence for many cities on
the importance of the various types of outlets, The approximate importance of retail sales by
section of city and other pertinent information on distribution was supplied by chambers of
commerce, retail trade assoclations, and similar locsl organizations. Thus, for commodities,
a picture of retail distribution in each city was built. For services, basic data for design~
ing the samples were obtained primarily from professional and trade organigations in each city.

A special experimental priecing project was designed to guide the Bureau in the selection
of price reporting sources. This study was conducted in 1950 during the revision of the CPI
and was concerned primarily with the variability of price movement among outlets. Prices for.
approximately 75 commodities were secured from a wide varilety of stores in all sections of
Chicage, I1l. and Youngstown, Ohio. The data were indicative of the variability that could be
expected in price movement among sections of a city, among types of storss, and among stores
of the same type.

The first step in deciding where to collect the prices was to determine the size of sam-
ple for each of the groups of items. This was decided on the basis of the importance of each
item in the CPI and on the variance of prices and price movements as shown by the Bureau's
pricing experience. These decisions were then reviewed for operational considerations, in-
cluding the most efficient distribution of workload for the pricing staff and the relative
costs of obtaining prices from various sources. The resulting sample sizes generally vary be-~
tween L and 8 quotations for each commodity in each city. Since the individual outlets se-
lected in each classification were usually the largest in the class, each quotation represents
a very large number of transactions. Approximations of the sampling errors from the average
prices published herein indicate that they are relatively small (about 5 percent in most cases
but somewhat greater for articles and services that are difficult to describe and to price).

The methods used to determine the samples for each of the major classes of goods and

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



1)}

services included in this report are described below. The sample sizes included in these de-
seriptions refer only to the large cities, imncluding the 10 for which prices are published.

Repairs and Maintenance

Prices for each home repair item are obtained from a sample of l4 to 6 contractors or
other types of companies that do "home improvement"™ work in each city. Data were not avail-
able from the consumer expenditure survey or other sources that provided the basic data for
drawing a sample for price reporting. Therefore, the sources from which prices are obtained
were selected by the Bureau's field representative after a preliminary review of the types and
sizes of these firms in each city. Depending on the item priced and the volume of work done
by each type of firm,the samples for home repairs and maintenance are made up of selections
from among the following reporters: General contractors and those specializing in carpentry
work, building, flooring, roofing, painting, heating and plumbing; hardware stores; mail-order
stores; electrical supply and household appliance stores; heating and plumbing equipment deal=
srs; paint, glass, and wallpaper stores; building materials dealers and lumber yards; and pub-
lic utility stores.

The quotations reported for these items have a greater degree of variability among firms
than for apparel and many other commodities but the differences are apparently not greater
than those usually found among estimates obtained by individuals. Averages for the items in
this group are not as complete as for the groups of items described below because the Bureau
has not yet reviewed the quotations in some cities to verify that the prices quoted are for
the same quantity and quality of work. In a few cases where a city average seems to be con-
siderably different from the usual level, a review of the quotations in the field and in the
olfice have revealsd no major departure from the specifications and hence no reason for ex=-
cluding these prices from this report.

The Bureau's experience in the collection of prices for these items is of relatively
short duration--about 2 years. It is expected that factors that make for variability among
firms snd among cities will be identified with greater accuracy as additional experience is
obtained both in the field and in the office.

Generally, the largest firms in each type of home repair and maintenance have been in-
cluded in the pricing with such adjustments as are necessary to obtain prices. These firms
represent more collection time per quotation than practically any other commodity or service
in the index because of location and difficulties encountered in trying to collect prices
during normal working hours,

Housefurnishings

Housefurnishings include household textiles, floor covering and furniture, and appliances
and other housewares. The sampling of outlets for articles in this group was substantislly
the same as that described below for apparels Only such adjustments wers made as were necessi-
tated by differences in the types of stores engaged in the distribution of these commodities,
the availability of data from the 1950 consumer expenditure survey, and the variability of
prices among sections of city, types of outlets, and among outlets of each type.

Household Operation

This group is made up of heterogeneous commodities and services, which in terms of outle®
sampling, requires a separate sample for practically every item in sach city.’

For soaps and detergents, which are distributed mainly through grocery stores, the Bureau
adopted the outlel sample reporting. fod prices. These samples vary in size from 34 stores in
Atlanta to 143 in New York and représent in their proper importance, the various kinds and
sizes of grocery stores in each city.

The reporting outlets for laundry services and for dry cleaning were selected by the
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field representative following a preliminary study for each city. Firms were classified
according to type of operation (i.e., chain or independent), kinds of services offered, and
percent of work delivered. The largest of the firms representing these various classifica-
tions were then included in the sample. Prices for both laundry and dry cleaning were ob-
tained from the same firms only if both services in the specific city were performed by the
same firms. The size of the sample in each city is large enough to produce at least 4 quota-
tions for each of the laundry and dry cleaning services priced. The firms included represent
the central, as well as nsighborhood areas.

Apparel

The basic design of the outlet sample=<both size and distribution-~for apparel (and
housefurnishings) rests on results obtained from four major sources: (1) information from the
consumer expenditure survey on where each article was purchased, (2) study of causes of price
variation within a city as discerned from the Bureau's pricing experience and from analyses
of the special pricing project conducted during the revision of the CPI, (see p.13), (3) dis-
tribution of sales among store types for subgroups of apparel for specific cities as found in
the 1948 Census of Retail Trade, and (L) studies of consumer buying made by newspapers, cham-
bers of commerce, and other local organizations. In most cases, these studies were used to
confirm rather than determine the Bureau's procedures.

The starting point in setting up the sample depending on cost and workload factors. An
average number of quotations per city per item was set up with departures from this average,
item by item, depending on the importance of the item in the index and on statistical behavior
affecting the accuracy of the price changs measurements. Again, because of the limits imposed
by workload in collecting prices, tentative maxima and minima were also set up. Within these
limits, adjustments up or down were made to produce maximum accuracy without materially in~
creasing the overall workloads The average, maximum, and minimum number of quotations per
jtem per city are presented below:

Average Minimum Maxizum
Al Cities 1/ 5 2 10
A2 and B Cities 1/ h 2 8

The analyses of historical data and the special pricing project were then used to dassify
all articles into four groups according to the causes for variations in price movement: (1)
those for which there was no significant variation within the city, (2) those for which varia-
tion in price movement was due primarily to type of store, (3) those for which it was due
primarily to section of city, (L) those for which it was due to both type and section, and
(5) those for which the variation could not be assigned to either type, section, or the combi-
nation of type and section.

Departures from the average number of quotes were made in accordance with the class in
which a commodity fell. When there was practically no difference in the price movement re-
gardleass of where prices were collected, the minimum number of quotations was assigned to
those articles, The number of quotations was increased in proportion to the amount of variage-
tion along a graduated scale between the maximum and minimum number. Further adjustments in
the size of the sample were made to take into account the causes for variation and the ime
portance of the particular article in the index., That is, when both type of store and section
were to be taken into aecount, six quotations could not be spread efficiently over many types
or sections., If the article was important in the index and thus made a significant contribue
tion to total sampling error, the number of quotations was increased to provide a reliable

1/ See appendix A for a listing of the L6 cities priced for the CPI, by population
size group.
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measure for the article. On the other hand, if the article was of minor importance in the
index, representation for the cause least important was eliminatede In practice, it was
found that such a small number of articles fell in groups 3 and L above, that section of city,
which is costly to represent, could be ignored for most items. This finding is reasonable
when the trend in retail distribution in recent years is taken into account. Many of the
stores selling apparel and housefurnishings operate stores in both the central city, neighbore
hood shopping centers, and in suburban sections. Ordinarily the buying for all stores is done
on an integrated basis and advertising is uniform for all stores. It is fairly safe therefore
to assume that the competetive factors that operate in the central city also operate in the
outlying areas. The other factor in this consideration is that distances have "shrunk" with
increased use of automobile transportation.

The experimental pricing project previously described (see p.13) yielded results that
provide some indication of differences between average prices from the outlet sample now used
and one that would cover all areas of a city and the city and suburban area combined. In
Chicago, the coverage of stores in the central shopping area was enlarged and, in addition,
stores were priced in 5 neighborhood areas within the city limits and in 5 suburban areas,

The table below contains unweighted average prices for 7 commodities and services. These are
typical of the differentials among areas for the approximately 75 items included in the study.
Since the differences were relatively small and probably not significant, it is not likely
that weighting by volume of sales in sach area would materially revise the relationships.
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Item and area Number of 1950 1951
sampled quotations | September October November December January February

MEN'S WORK TROUSERS, Cotton whipcord

CPI sample (4 C, 1 N)eeorccecmecucuasas 5 $ 3.83 $ 3.83 $ 3.83 $ 3.83 $ 3.87 $3.99

Central shopping area Onlyseeceseeecswes 6 3.65 3.65 3.65 3.65 3.65 3.75

Central and neighborhood=eeessrcesreene - 13 3.69 3.78 3.78 3.78 3.82 3.86

Central, neighborhood, and suburben se- 20 3.72 3.82 3.75 3.75 3.81 3.85
MEN'S UNDERSHIRT, Cotton knit

CPI sample (5 C; 1 N)=ceoreerccnccnacse 6 .60 .63 .63 .6k 6k .6k

Central shopping area only==w=- ———oe 1 .58 .60 .61 .61 .62 .62

Central and neighborhopdeemeeveccaneras 23 .58 .61 .61 .61 .63 .64

Central, neighborbocd, and suburban -e- 33 57 <59 59 +59 .61 .61
WOMEN'S WOOL SUIT

CPI semple (5 C, 1 N)emewemeemcanmcenne 6 80,79 ¥0.79 40,79 38.80 43,13 43.88

Central shopping area Only--swesesswee-e 8 38.05 38.05 38,05 36.56 38.31 39.84

Central and neighborhood=e=e-cconcen=a - 18 39.72 39,72 39.72 40,17 40,28 b3.04

Central, neighborhood, and suburban =ee 25 43,86 43, 43,49 42,83 42,72 5.90
BOYS' SPORT SHIRT, Cotton

CPI sample (5 C, 1 N)emmoveccnccacnacas 6 2.53 2.36 2.36 2.36 2.36 2,44

Central shopping area Onlye=-secccccces 9 2.29 2.29 2.29 2.29 2.29 2.34

Central and neighborhoodeecrrancccnccna 18 2.27 2,27 2.29 2.29 2.29 2.36

Central, neighborhood, and suburban e-- 26 2.33 2.33 2.34 2.35 2.30 2.h0
WOMEN'S NYLON HOSE, Nationally Advertised
BRANDS

CPI sample (4 C, 1 N)eeecocrcccrascnnaa 5 1.72 .77 .77 L.77 .77 1.77

Central shopping area Only=eesseccecces 6 1.67 1.68 1.68 1.68 1.68 1.68

Central and neighborhoodeeeeercccemenes 13 1.62 1.63 1.563 1.64 1.66 1.66

Central, peighborhood, and suburban ==« 23 1.60 1,63 1.64 1.65 1.67 1.67
BIRDSEYE DIAPERS

CPI sample (& €y 1 N)eecveomencccnccuns 5 2,67 2,69 2,69 2.69 2.87 2.87

Central shopping area only=eeseceececes 8 2.7k 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.88 2.91

Central and neighborhood-=eeececcvocans 13 2.69 2.77 2.78 2.78 2.83 2.91

Central, neighborhood, and subur - 19 2,82 2.89 2,90 2.90 2.97 3.02
MEN'S WORK SHOES

CPI sample (3 C, 1 N)oeeacmcrceemmeenan I 7.70 7.95 8.08 8.08 8.32 8.32

Central shopping area on 8 7.6% T.76 T.76 T1.76 T.76 7.76

Central and neighborhoode-cecrccccvenna 17 T.Th 7.80 T.92 7.98 8.22 8.25

Central, neighborhood, and suburban =-= 30 7.78 7.83 7.98 8.05 8.33 8.k0
C » Central; N = Neighborhood
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Transportation

This group of items, like that for household operation, required a number of outlet sam-
ples.

Prices for gasoline and motor oil are obtained from a sample of 4 or 5 filling stations
in each city. The selection was made to assure representation of the popular brands.

Two major manufacturer's brands of tires are priced in accessory stores, and factory
owned outlets if available in the city. ~Distributor's brands sre also priced in one retail
outlet and one service station.

Auto repairs prices are obtained from one authorized dealer for each make of car in each
city and Irom one nondealer auto repair shop in each city.

For public transportation, the Bureau obtains the fares for each kind of service from the
transit companies. Coverage of companies is practically 100 percent in all cities. When more
than one company operates in a city, the fares are weighted together by the volume for each
company.

Medical Care

In each city, prices for medicines and drugs are collected in a sample of drug stores,
selected to represent the types of store (e.g. chain and independent) important in each city
in proportion to sales volume insofar as it can be determined. Both central and neighborhood
areas are covered.

In most cities, prices for hospital care are reported by all the general hospitals where
paying patients ave in the majorIty. 1In a Tew of the large cities, the sample size has been
limited to the five largest hospitals. The samples exclude luxury type hospitals, those that
have only special cases (e.g. spastics) and those which handle a majority of charity patients.

The doctors, surgeons, and dentists who report fees for medical services were selected
with the agsistance of the local medical and dental associations.s In the 10 large cities for
which average prices are provided in this report, the reporting members of the medical pro-
fession are usually located in those sections of each city in which moderate income families
live. The samples exclude physicians and dentists who charge exceptionally high fees, those
who practice only part time or treat only a few of the cases being priced, as well as those
whose very high or very low fees indicate that the degree of service rendered may vary from
that given by the average professional reporter.

For eye examination and glasses, local associations also assisted in the selection of
samples of optometrists.

Personal Care

All toiletries and cosmetics are priced in the same sample of drug stores as medicines
and drugs, except for soaps and cleansing tissues. Prices for these two articles are obtaineé
in the grocery store sample regularly reporting food prices.

The degree of unionization among barber shops in each ¢ity was the major factor determine
ing the size and distribution of the pricing sample. If 75 percent or more of the shops in a
city were unionized, a sample of union shops was selected consisting of 1 central and 1
neighborhood shop. If less than 75 percent were unionized, the sample was distrituted propor-
tionately among union and nonunion shops as they existed in the city. 1In this case usually
one central shop was included with the remsinder in neighborhood areas. Shops with fewer
than three chairs and those located in hotels and office buildings were excluded.

The sample of beauty shops was designed to represent both central and neighborhood aress
as well as tyme of oufle¥, such ae hesuty narlors in denartment. stores if they sre imnortsnt

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



19

in a city. Shops with fewer than three full-time opersators and luxury-type shops were ex=-
cluded.

Reading and Recreation

Prices for television sets and radios are reported by a sample of department, furniture,
and appliance stores selected as described for apparel and housefurnishings. For these com-
modities as for other electrical equipment, discounts available to all customers are reflected
in the prices. The store sample, however, does not contain representation of ®“discount house”

selling,.

The sample of motion picture theaters was selected according to the importance of central
and neighborhood houses. The number of theaters sampled in the 10 large cities included in
this report range from 8 in Atlanta to 12 in New York, and were usually selected in the ratio
of 1 central to 3 neighborhood. Theaters with special characteristics were excluded; e.ge.
cinerama, foreign film houses, end those regularly having vaudeville acts or feature bands.

A1l of the newspapers commonly bought by families ecovered by the index are priceds In
the 10 large citJes, these are all local papers,

Other Goods and Services

Cigarettes by the carton are priced in a subsample of the grocery stores reporting food
prices. Prices for cigarettes by the pack and cigars are obtained in & sample of drug stores
and tobacco stores selected Lo represent various sections of the city.

PRICE COLLECTION PROCEDURE

Quality identification, which presents the most difficult problem in the collection of
retail prices, is emphasized by the Bureau through its actual collection procedure, Prices
for practically all of the articles and services included in the CPI are obtained by personal
visit of specially trained field personnel. Wherever possible, agents inspect the merchandise
for which prices are reported to minimize possible errors in the application of specifications.

Each member of the Bureau's field staff is required to take a training course and to
work under supervision of a more experienced member before performing independent field work.
Equipment for carrying out assignments include detailed instruction and reference manuals, as
well as swatches, illustrations, and similar guides., At intervals, conferences of the entire
field staff are held to discuss pricing problems and their solutions.

Price data are obtained directly from the retail store, service esteblishment, pro-
fessional people and others who sell or provide the commodities and services priced. In &
large department store, for example, the agent receives authorization from the manager, presi-
dent, or other official, then visits the appropriate departments within the store to talk witk
the department head, examine the stock, and obtain the price quotations.

There are only a few exceptions to the above procedure, One exception relates to a few
large retail organizations that operate stores in many cities. If these organizations con=
trol the quality of the commodities sold throughout the country and set the price at which
the goods are sold, the Bureau's agent obtains informetion for all eities through the compa-
ny's central office. For firms that have a “uniform price," i.e. a specified quality sells
for the same price in all stores, one price schedule is obtaineds When prices are not uni-
form, the price variations appliceble to the cities surveyed by the Bureau are reporteds A
second exception concerns commodities distributed through manufacturerst! retail outlets. In
this case, reporting is initiated by personal visit to ensure that prices are for the speci-
fied qualities. Subsequent price reports are obtained by mail questionnaire with periodic
checking by personal visit.
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In a few cases where quality identification is relatively simple, such as railroad fares,
automobile insurance, and similsr items, prices are obtained through a specially designed
shuttle~type mail questionnaire, from printed manuals issued by organizations that have
assembled the required data, or from organizations that have ccllected rates and prices for
the administration of their own program.

RULES GOVERNING THE COLLECTION PROCESS

The primary use by the Bureau of retail price data--that is, the measurement of time to
time changes in prices--underlies the rules governing the actual collection of individual
quotations., However, because the major principle in the pricing is to obtain prices for the
same quality insofar as possible, supplementary rules for collection help meke the quotations
appropriate for the measurement of price level.

This section describes the rules by which the Bureauls representative is guided in se-
lecting an individual article or service for pricing and the circumstances which the Bureau
has set up as acceptable pricing conditions within a store or service establishment.

Initial Selection of an Item for Pricigg

There are four basic criteria which must be met before a specification is priced for tis
first time in a city or an outlet.

I+ The item selected must meet the specification. The field representative first
attempts to price the "regular" specification. If this is not possible, an “alter-
nate® is priced on a city wide basis. This alternate may be one which 18 been pre-
determined by the Bureau or if prices cannot be obtained otherwise, it m * be devel-
oped from a description which the agent provides of what is scld in the ca.y.

2. The item must be regular, up-to-date merchandise in good condition, thus avoiding
price reports for out-cf-date models, seconds and irregulars, remnants, joblots,
close-outs, and items put on forced sales such as liquidation, fire, and flood sales.
The limitation to regular stock also rules out fads and high style items. To this
extent, the articles for which prices are reported are those that are the relatively
staple articles in retailers' stocks.

3+ The item must be available in saleable quantity. The application of this criterion
assures that prices are reported for merchandise that is in stock in the customary
assortment of colors, models, patterns, styles, sizes, etc., rather than on incom-
plete assortments that limit availability to relatively few families.

ho The item must be the volume seller. This requirement is the final step in sampling
in the Bureau's attempt to maximize the coverage of purchases made by index families.
Ordinarily any one store or service establishment will have more than one item which
meets the specification. The Bureau's representative in consultation with the re-
tailer identifies the one which is most popular currently and is expected to retain
popularity over an extended period. When there are several products which are about
equal in volume, the agent prices one which will result in representation in the city
of the products of various manufacturers.

Subsequent Pricing

The article or service that is selected according to these criteria is priced as long as
it is available and acceptable for pricing. 1If there is a temporary absence for one collee-
tion date because stock has not been delivered or for some other reason, but it is expected
to be in stock by the next pricing, the Buresu accepts the last regular price in effect since
the 15th of the preceding month,

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



21

When the item is no longer available or acceptable for prieing, a "substitution® is
made, either within the outlet or in another outlet selling the specified quality. A substi-
tution within an outlet normally involves only changeover from the brand formerly priced to
another brand which also meets the specification. The new brand may be one which replaced
the former brand in the outlet or it may be one which had been offered but had not been the
volume seller. When it is necessary to price in another outlet, the criteria governing the
initial selection of an item then apply.

In some cases, where there has been a gradual change in the goods and services being
offered in a city, the pricing may be shifted from a "regular®™ to an Malternate" specifica~
tion. During the pricing period in which such a changeover is made, prices are secured for
both specifications.

Pricees Reported

As a general rule, all prices reported are the regular prices in effect on the day the
outlet is visited by the Bureau's representative (or for the 15th of the month in the case
of mail collection). However, if the item being priced is on sale, a determination is made
as to the duration of the sale. The sales price, rather than the regular price, is reported
if the item has been or is expected to be on sale for 2 weeks, provided the merchandise is
available in usual assortme nts and is in good condition. Sales of shorter duration have nct
been considered as an acceptable condition because many families cannot visit specific stores
to take advantage of short-time price reductions. With this one exception, the prices re-
ported are the actual selling prices as marked or as reported by the outlet. Discounts and
premiums are taken into account if they are applicable to all customers, but are not taken
into account if they are the result of a special agreement between the seller and the individ-
ual buyer.

Prices reported are usually cash prices. In a few cases, credit stores typically quote
credit prices to customers and give a discount for cash. The price reported to the Bureau is
the credit price, which is converted to a cash price by deducting the cash discount.

For soaps and similar articles that are typically sold in quantities of more than one,
the multiple unit price is reported to the Bureau. Where more than one multiple price is
offered by the retailer, the lowest multiple price for 6 or less units is reported, e.ge., if
a retailer reports prices of 2 for 27 cents or 8 for $1 for a specific item, the price re=-
ported to the Bureau is 2 for 27 cents.

PROCEDURE USED FOR AVERAGING QUOTATIONS FCR PUELICATION

The average prices included in the tables 1-7 are simple aversges of the quoted prices
in each pricing periocd. Minor adjustments to this generasl rule are noted below,.

Theoretically, it might be desirable to compute an average which is weighted by volume
of purchases of index families in each type of outlet or by volume of retail sales by type of
outlet., Weighting by type of outlet is now being conducted on an experimental basis from
information obtained in the 1950 study of consumer purchases. These first tests do not indi-
cate major differences between the weighted and unweighted averages-=at least not enough to
Justify the additional work required, The basic data needed to weight by volume of sales by
type of outlet are incomplete. Retail sales information available in the Census of Retail
Trade relates to groups of commodities rather than to individual items and data for various
types of service establishments are not available,

The question of weighting in averaging retail prices warrants additional study. It
introduces a fairly minor limitation on the use of the present averages as completely repre-
sentative of the price level in a city. The experimental pricing project conducted in Chicago
revealed relatively small differences between unweighted prices computed from the Bureau's
sample and an extensive one covering the city. Weighting might widen these differences
somewhat but the differences would probably still be within the sampling errors. See table
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on pe 17). (Note: This weighting limitation does not apply to the food prices published by
the Bureau. For food, an average for each type of store is obtained using sales volume
weights, e.g. chain store prices are weighted together with information obtained from the in=
dividual companies and the sample of independent stores is drawn to be self weighting. The
averages for the types are then weighted together with sales volume by type of store to pro-
duce an average price for the city for each item.)}§/

Some differences in price change are shown by the averages included in this bulletin and
those used for the calculation of the CPI. For the index, the emphasis is on the comparabil-
ity of quotations in each store from one period to the next. This requirement is adhered to
s0 that differentials in price due to quality differences are not reflected in the index as a
price change. Although the majority of quotations are for items conforming to specifications,
when necessary, the Bureau specifically authorizes the pricing of articles that deviate some-
what from the specification, so long as the prices in successive periods are for the same
quality. All such deviations were deleted before computing the average prices included in
this report. Every effort was made to use only quotations for goods and services falling with-
in the range of quality described in each specification. In the measurement of price change,
however, quotations for somewhat different qualities can be included so long as they refer to
the same quality from one period to the next.

As previously stated, there were relatively minor adjustments to the generel rule of
averaging all quotations reported for a specific period. Adjustments to the quoted prices
were as follows:

1. Prices quoted for varying quantities of an item were converted to a common unit, e.g.
cosmetics to a "per oz." basis. Although most of the quotations obtained for such
items as toothpaste, face cream, etc., are for ™regular" sizes, the content of the
regular size varies from brand to brand.

2+ "Extras® of various kinds were included or excluded as necessary so that the average
for a city would be based on prices for the same components in all stores. This type
of adjustment was made in only a few cases, most of them for furniture, to adjust far
varying numbers of pieces. These adjustments were made only when the Bureau had
specific information on the value of the "extras"; for examrle, if a vanity bench is
included with a bedroom suite in one store, the Bureau representatives obtained the
value of the bench. The price for the bedroom suite was then reducsd by the report-
ed value of the bench in that store.

3. Some quotations were eliminated because information elsewhere on the scheduls or in-
formation from manufacturers themselves indicated that the article on which the price
was quoted was not the quality defined in the specification or did not conform to a
specific deviation from the specification that was allowed for a particular city.

k. If a price was not reported by one store for one period and the quotation after the
nissing date was the same as the previous quotation, it was assumed that there was
no -change in price in that store.

5. If a price was missing from one store for a period and the quotation after the miss-
ing date showed that a change in price had occurred in the interim, it was assumed
that prices in that store had followed the same course of prices as reported for all
other stores in the city.

18/ Fo;-; description of the method of averaging food prices see Store Samples for Re-
tail Tood Prices, January 1947, Monthly Labor Review, (p. 90).
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TREATMENT OF TAXES

The CPI includes measures of changes in two types of taxes: (1) those attached to the
ownership and use of goods, such as automobile registration and use taxes, inspection fees,
taxes on real estate, etc., and (2) those paid by consumers to obtain goods and services, in-
cluding retail sales taxes, retail excise taxes, and manufacturers' and processors' taxes that
are passed on to the consumer as part of the price.

The taxes that are applicable to the ownership and use of goods are treated as separate
items in the collection process. They are obtained usually by mail questionnaire from State
and local agencies concerned with the levying and collection of taxes or from tax manuals con-
taining the necessary tax information.

The taxes that are applicable to the purchase of goods and services ars handled by special
collection techniques. No effort is made to isolate taxes levied prior to the retail sale
such as custom duties or manufacturers! excise taxes that are passed on to the retailer and
then to the consumer. It is assumed that these are reflected in the retail price.

For those goods and services subject to retail sales taxes and all other taxes levied at
the retail level, prices are reported excluding taxes insofar as possible, The amount and
percent of tax applicable to each item is reported separately by the Bureau's representative.
In some cases, however, the tax structure is so complicated or the tax applies only to a part
of the total price that the accuracy of the reporting is maintained by obtaining from the sell-
er, prices including tax and identifying the taxes that are part of the price.

In general, taxes levied on the retail price have not been added to the averages publisher
in this report. 1In the relatively few cases where prices are quoted including all taxes and
the amount of the tax could not be deducted, the inclusion of taxes is indicated by footnote.
Users can approximate prices including taxes for other commodities by using the sales tax
rates for each city shown in appendix D.

TABLES

Average retail prices in 10 large cities for the selected list of items are presented in
tables 1 to 7. The articles and services have been arranged according to the major groups and
subgroups of the CPI. All prices are exclusive of sales taxes and other local taxes assessed
at the retail level unless specifically indicated.

For some commodities or services, prices for specific cities have not been included and
the omissions have been explained briefly in footnotss. Such omissions do not mean that the
Bureau does not have data, but only that certain quality deviations from the specified article
were necessary to measure price change. These deviations would have made an average of all
stores somewhat meaningless. In a few cases some doubtful conversions would have been neces-
sary to put all quotations on a common basis. Where such questions arose, it was decided to
omit the data from this report.

Changes in samples of stores necessitated by continuous pricing have also been indicated
by footnote when the change resulted in a different price level. For the periods during which
these sample changes were made, comparable prices for stores in both the old and new samples
have been indicated in footnotes. For example, if a particular article of apparel had been
priced in six stores in March 1954 and one store discontinued the article after that date, the
agent initiated pricing in a substitute store. The footnote contains the averages of the five
stores reporting in both March and June 195L.

A brief description for each item is given in the table stub. For some items, prices are
shown for the regular specifications in some cities and for alternate specifications in the
remaining cities. The complete descriptions for both the regular and the alternate specifica-
tions are given in appendix C.
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Table 1 - HOUSING:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

A  HOME REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

1952 1953 195k
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec,
EXTERICR HOUSE PAINT,
nationally advertised
brands, per gallon
Atlanta--w-c-cecmemone H=104 (1) 1$5.713 $ 5.73 $5.73 $ 6.06 $ 6.06 $ 6.06 $ 6.06 $ 6.06
Baltimore====e==mw=w=n Hel0h | $ 5.85 5.85 «85 +85 5.95 5095 5.95 5487 587
Chicag H-10 6.05 6.05 6.05 5.82 6.29 6430 6430 6.30 6430
Cincinnatieeemeeeeeene H-104 563 5463 Sebh h 576 Se91 Se79 Se79 579
Detrofte—cmvemvecccnaw H‘ld‘ 5.76 5076 5.76 5090 5093 5-93 5093 5093 5093
Los Angeles --------- H-lal 5075 5075 5.63 5-82 5t97 5097 5097 5097 509!1
Naw Jorkeee—emecccccna H"lu& 5082 5092 5092 5.92 6-01 6000 5090 5090 5-92
Philadelphiae---=ev-~= | H-104 oTh S.72 S.71 S.71 S.78 586 5.87 5.87 5.87
St. Louisewvecccrccnas H'lal 5070 5072 5072 5-72 5'96 5-96 5096 5096 5-96
San Francisco~e------= H-204 5.90 5.92 5.97 5.97 6.17 6.17 6.17 6.17 6.17
PAINT ERUSH, pure hog bristle
(H-106), mixed bristle
(H~107), or mylon bristle
(H-108)
Atlantaeee-ec-mececeme | He108 (1) 5.18 L8 5403 L83 L.91 Le91 ko1 Le93
Balt imorge==-==~-o--we | H=107 Se17 517 517 5017 5.17 Sel7 Sel7 Sel? .08
Chicago-s=-ncwwm-a-=ee | Hel08 3.86 3.86 3.86 2/3.81 3.61 3.61 3.81 4.18 bo18
Cincinnati-----~=m-oes H-106 (3 (3 (3 5.78 S.78 5.28 S.28 Sak6 5.46
Detroite=~-vesm=eun === | H-108 ( (3 3 5’3'/) L.bg Loy k.60 L.60 La60
Los Angeles-=--~=w==== H-108 (3, (3 . 07 3.18 3.13 3.48 3.03 3.03
Now Yorkws=ns==evnoem=n H-106 549 Sel9 Le99  |2/4e73 b.73 k.23 .23 .08 .08
Philadelphig-==v---- -~ | H=106 S«6L S.6U Se9k 5.98 5e98 5.98 5.98 S.98 5.98
St. Louig—e=ac-eweomes H-108 3,20 | 3.10 3.10 3.3 |2/3.52 3.52 3.52 3.48 3.48
San Frantiscom----v==v H-106 L.68 | L.68 L.68 h.23 3¢ 4/3.20 | L4/3.20 | L/3.05 | L/3.95
HOT WATER HEATER, gas, 30
gallon, installed 5/
Atlants w-=ce-emcaeeae H130 13‘1/ ) | 133.48 | 134.07 | 142,79 | 1h1.92 | 140.63 | 139.77 | 139.77 | 140.61
Balt imore=-=n=-=-v- -= | H-130 5.1 | 145.11 | 145.11 | 145.95 R/150.80 | 1SL.36 | 151.90 | 151.90 | 151.90
hicag H=130 156.33 | 156.33 156.33 156433 156.33 159.02 158.35 157,33 157.33
Cincinnati~--=-vev-eee | He130 171.38 | 171.34 | 173.00 | 175.49 | 175.66 | 176.51 | 168.13 | 168.64 | 170.09
Detroit-----=-wee-eae | H-130 167.28 | 166.54 | 167.0h | 168.08 R/170.16 | 167.36 | 158.08 [6/166.62 [6/165.32
Los Angelese--=n-=mn=n B-130 |7/121.3L [7321.9L §/12L.35 [1/127.93 [V/127.93 [/127.31 [/12k.32 ;/125.&& 7/126.29
New Yorkes=--emmeaeeene H-130 187.k9 [7188.70 T 191.12 [ 192.37 [ 192,37 [ 192.37 [ 190.66 [~ 191.86 |~ 191.86
Philadelphiges=m=w-nee | H«130 153.6l | 159.29 | 158.48 | 156.21 | 15k.23 | 155.66 | 153.84 | 7.5 | 147.LS
St. Louisecoe-vecsonen H-130 (3/) | 143.83 | 143.83 | 143.83 | 1hl.5h PR/1LB.31 | 1W7.23 | 17.23 | 1U4S.95
San Franciscow=ewe=-w= | H-130 138.78 | 139.60 | 142.19 | 1h42.Sh | W2.70 [ 142.98 | 240.77 | 141.18 | 141.52
FAUCET for kitchen sink,
installed, wall mount
(H-1lk.1) or deck type
(H-145.1) 5/ 8/
Atlantas-esscemcomcecea Hellhol | === .- ~—- —— -~ 17.87 17.87 18.27 18.27
Baltimore==-==e=ee=e=s | Helllyl] - - - - - --- 19.28 | 19,28 | 19,58
Chicag H-lSe1|  ==- - - 23.63 23463 23.88 23.88 23.88 23,88
Cincinnati--——-vree--- H-llhol | - - -— - 18.29 18.72 18.72 18.72
Detroit~=e--veesmecees Hellhod | =-- - - 16,90 16.90 16491 16491 17.23 17.23
Los Angeles-=-a-=-=vnn Helhlil [ =-- .= - -- -~ 19.20 | 18,99 | 19.k2 19.k2
New Yoriee-e-men-eonon H-liliod | =-= -— - - 18.12 18.12 18.18 17.42 17,42
Philadelphia=ewe~weuee | H-ljld| =-- - —— -— - 17.82 17.82 17.82 19.48
St, Loulgesmr=emanccae Helhl 1| =w= - - -— —— - - .22 14,22
San Franciscoe-==---= = | Helllhol | ~== - -~ -— ——— 19.59 19.59 19.69 19.79

See
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Table 1 - HOUSING: Average Fetail ®rices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 17%L, ZJusrterly - Continued

C. . HEOUSEHOLD TEXTILES

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
BATH TOWEL, 22" x LL"
Atlanta----=-v=cecame- H-400 (‘}/) $0.98 | $0.98 [$0.98 |$0.98 |$1.00 | $0.98 |[$§ 0.98 $ 0.98
Baltimores=es—-cmececm H-boo | $ T.03 1.03 1.06 1.06 1.05 1.06 1.06 1.03 1.03
Chicngo- ------------ H',Joo 1-05 1005 -9’4 09)-& 0913 09’4 09,4 091 091
Cincinnatiee-=-mmew-c- B-4OO 1.09 1.09 1.00 1.01 1,00 1,04 1.04 «99 1.00
Detroit--emmmmwememamce H=400 1,08 1.10 1.10 1.12 1.13 1.13 1.13 1.06 1,06
Los Angelegre====~=ave H-L00 1.06 97 97 97 97 92 91 92 92
New Yorke--e=e--reew-- H-400 1.03 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.03 1,03 1.03 1.03 1.00
Philadelphigee=ee—m=me H~400 1.09 1.09 1,09 1.01 1.01 1.00 1.01 1.01 1.01
St. Louigeseme-=w=-=== | H-LOO 1,00 1.00 1,01 1.02 1,02 1,02 «96 1,01 1.01
San Francisco~ee--=--~ B-400 .Sk .88 «90 92 9 .88 «90 .93 .50
SHEET, muslin, type 128,
81*x99" (H-L10) or
81mx108" (H-l1l)
Atlantgemm—ememmmcenee H-410 1/ 3/) 2436 2.27 2,27 2,07 1.95 2.1 2.1
Baltimore=e-ve=vevuees | H-410 Z2.63 2.2 2.55 2.47 2.2 2,22 2.18 2,15 2.26
Chicago H-410 2,39 2.36 2.34 2.25 2,22 2.07 2,04 1.97 1,97
Cincinnati=e=-eeemcmau H-410 2.16 2.01 1.92 1.92 1.98 1.8, 1.69 1.64 1.74
Detrojtecceacmccnacew H-110 2437 2435 2,28 2.12 2.1 2.06 1.83 |9/2.08 9/2.08
Los Angelege==-=--e=== | H41l 2.56 2.53 2.36 2.40 2.37 2,27 2,05 2,15 2,15
New Yorkee=e-vemem——-ea= | H-410 2.h2 2.47 2.0 2,35 2.35 2,19 2.1 2,13 2,25
Philadelphig=e=-w-=-—- | H-410 2.5h 2452 2.3k 2.32 2.32 2.08 2.10 2.18 2,18
St. Lonigervconcncncua H-th 2b3h 2-3'-’ 2.16 2015 2.15 1095 1082 1t86 2.01
San Franciscome==m=-w-= H-411 2,58 2.59 2,52 2,56 2,59 2.36 2.30 2,23 2,30
BEDSPREAD, cotton Jacquard,
85*x105"
Atlant Hl20 | (/) 6.67 617 6el7 6.17 6426 6.6 | 6.16 6.16
H-l;20 5.96 6.95 6495 6.96 6.95 6.76 6.76 6.76 6.76
H-}420 6.19 6.19 6.19 6.19 6.19 5494 Se9l Se9l 5e9h
H-§420 S.77 557 5.57 SoST 5.57 Se58 5458 5458 Se57
H=li20 5496 5.96 596 6.16 6.16 6.16 6.16 6.07 6.27
H-l420 6.28 6.28 6.28 6.28 6.28 6012 6.12 6.12 6.39
H-L20 6.2l 6.2 6.2l 6.2 6.2h 6.10 6.10 6.10 6.10
H-L20 6436 6436 6416 6+56 6456 6.36 6436 6436 6.36
H-420 3/) 3/) (3/; 3/) 6455 6435 6.35 6.35 5095
H-420 7.08 T.05 6.53 .54 6.94 6.4 6.7 6.7k 6.7k

BLANKET, wool, 72"x90"

Atlantac-e—-eovmeomce H-430 /) 19/ (10/ .72 W72 (}g/) (%g/ y | 15.22 18.22
Baltimore - H-430 ]S:/ (g/) (X0/) | 1k.56 13.96 (m/) (I0/) | 13.96 1,75
Chicago=en - H-430 69 (X0/: (I0/) | 1h.69 1L.69 ‘Iu? qrrg/) .29 k.19
Cincinnati-~m-eeceena Heli30 14.69 (I0/ (I0/) | .19 .21 (10/) (1'6/) .21 k.21
Detroit=====m=ammmen= H-430 Uy 72 (I0/) (I0/) | 15.22 15.46 ') (IY/) /) .96 pHRNS
Los Angeles=m=mm=m=nm H=Li30 .1k (3I0/) (I0/) | 1h.Sh U9l EIG/ ) y | 18.34 15.34
Now York----me-veuam H-30 .2k (10/) (10/) | .81 15.38 (I0/) (I0/) | 1he36 13476
Philadelphig===mm-- - Heli30 (3/) (I0/) (I0/) | k.95 14496 (I0/) (/) | 15.7% 15.76
St. Louige--mmmememan H-li30 13.57 (18/) (I0/) | .08 14.08 (I0/) (I0/3 | 13.82 13.82
San Francisco~-----== H-L30 h.3L (I9 ) X%/) | kb9 15.15 (19/) (I0/) | 15.08 15.05

TABLECLOTH, 52"x52" or Sh* x
Sh*, cotton (H-L4O) or
cotton and rayon (H-441)

Atlanta---c-semenan - B-LLO Q) 2. 2.31 2.1k 2.1k 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1
Baltimore-=-wececeens H-h,.lo 5.1;2 2-37 2-h2 2-38 2."0 Zobs 20’45 20'15 2-'&3
Chicago """""""" H-M-l_o 2.26 2-27 203“ 203’4 2;51 2050 2.50 2.26 2.26
Cincinnati=-cmcacecan H=4i140 2.37 2.22 2.1h 2,22 2.22 2.22 2.22 2.22 2.26
Detrojte=e~eemcevenes H-LL0 2422 2.27 2.30 2.30 2,30 2.30 2.27 2.27 2.22
Los Angehs H-'.l'-ll 11/2.25 3-6h 3.39 3.16 3016 3.16 3.26 301‘ 3016

H=LlUO [ 2.22 2,23 2.23 2,18 2.18 2.29 2.29 2429 2.32

Helili) 2,7 2.7 2,75 2.75 2.75 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78

Helhl 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.78 2.78 2,78 2,78 2.78
San Francisco-=—-==-= H=L40 2.45 2.b5 2,50 2,52 2.52 2.52 2.l 2.60 2,60

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 - HOUSTING: Average Fetail “rices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 13 Cities, Decemcer 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly - Continued

B. HOU3SEHCLD TEXTILES - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec,
CURTAINS, cotton "Priscilla”
type, 90* (H=L451A) or 817
(R-L51B)
Atlantaeeeeemeeomneae H-U51A 1) $3.92 | $3.92 | (20/) (20/) | 8 3.56 | $ 3.56 | (10/) 10/)
Baltimore~=--~~====ae H-451A $ L.25 L.30 he35 (10/) (18/) L.dh he12 (1o/) 51'6/)
Chicago=ew==-=e—==-mm= H-LS1A 3.98 3.98 3.98 | (I0/) (T0/; 3.73 3.7 | (19 (I9/)
Cincinnatie--=-e-w-ne H-4514 h,00 .33 4.33 | {I9/) (T0/) k.26 Le26 (Ir?/\ (I8/)
Detroit=-=----=r---um H-U51B k.1l .28 he21 | (I0/) ‘10/) L.05 k.02 | (I9/) (15/)
Los Angeles----=----= | HL51B 3.78 3.91 3.9 | (I9/) (19/) 3.68 3.k | (ID/) (18/)
New York---s~-=e-cw-- H-4S1A ko3l 431 k1 | (ID/} (IO kel k.10 | (TI0/) (1I0/)
Philadelphia--w=vceve H-U451A k.83 .83 ho72 | (I0/) (I0/) ko2l L.20 | (T0/) (Y0/)
Ste Louig=mm=m=mm==n~n H-L51A he08 L.08 k.08 | (I0/) (I0/) 3.68 364 | (XO/) (I0/)
San Franciseo-------- H-L518 L.27 L.30 k29 | A9 | 9 k.35 L35 | (I0/) Iv/)

CURTAINS, tailored rayon
marquisette, 90" (H-L6OA)
or 81" (B-460B)

Atlanta-----=-ccceaen H-60A /) (20/) (20/) 1% 2.28 | $2.35 (10/) (10/) 2.35 2.35
Baltimore---=----ev=- H-W60A 1)) (10/: X0/) { 3/) (37) (10/) (107, 2.09 2.13
Chicago-----=cmm=memn H-LSO0A 2.78 X0/ (I0/) 2,62 2.62 (I%/) (T0/, 2.62 2.32
Cincimatieewweenemee | H=UGOA 2.78 (I0/) (I8/) 2.78 2,78 (I0/) (197, 2.68 2.68
Detroit-—--eemmem-- -- | H-460B 2.48 (I8/) (10/) 2.33 2.33 (I8/) (/Y 2.33 2,18
Los Angeles----=----- | H-4&0B 2,28 (I0/) (19/) 2,23 2,38 (19/) (Xo/ 2,28 2,28
New York------ H-h60A 2,70 T0/) (19/) 2465 2,65 (T0/) (18/) 2.65 (3/)

Philadelphia H-L6E0A 2.61 (J9/) (1%/) 2,56 2.56 (18/) (10/) 2.56 Z.56
St. Louis~=~= H-LEOA 2.70 (I0/) I%/) 2.56 2.48 (19/) (10/) 2.2 2.52
San Francisco-------- H-460B 2.56 | (I0/) X/) | 2.56 2,38 | (I0/) (I0/ 2.38 2.38

DRAPERY FABRIC, cotton,
pebble or bsrk cloth,
L8" wide, per yard

Atlanta~eemececeeamas H-480 ql/gh 1.81 1.72 1.66 1.54 1.54 .49 1.37 1.37
Baltimoree=~=m-eu-va=' | H)80 1. 1.84 1.8, 1.77 .77 .71 1.71 1.7 174
Chicagom=-m===mn=mmumm H-480 1.82 1.8 1.78 1.75 1.71 1,78 1.78 1.7k 1,75
Detrottereromomen iiso 1208 |2A {248 A% heae hAe. heAe bad |wis
Detroitecvemcveccanean H 0 12/1 . o . [12/1. 12/1. 12/1. . 112/1. o . 12/1.09.
Los Angeles~==m=e---= | H-480 |7 1,84 | 1.78 1T 1.78 ‘/i.'lh 1.7 [ 1.7 | 181 E/i.sh T 1e62
New Yorke==wemsmmmean H-4480 1.90 1.88 1.80 1.79 1.80 1.80 1.80 | 1.80 1.80
Philadelphias~=e=ee== H-480 1.93 1.92 1.92 1.88 1.88 1.85 1.82 1.82 1.82
St. Louiges~acmasca- H-L80 1.8 1.72 1,72 1,69 1.69 1.59 1,59 1.59 1.62
8an Francisco===-==e= H-U80 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80 1,81 1.8 1.8 1.81 1.8

C. FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE

AXMINSTER RUG, all wool
(H=-520) or wool and rayon
(H-521), 9x12 ft.

He£21

) 90,97 | 90.97 91.2h | 91.2h 91,65 9241 | 92.65 92,40
H-520 0439 90.39 | 90.39 91,67 | 91.67 9116 91,46 | 92.37 92437
H-520 9h463 9he63 | 99.15 | 99415 | 99.15 95.97 89.30 [79.95 | 13/80.70
i | oi | o | | e | o an | on {an® 3
g ) ) 3 3 3 (3/)
H=521 8/ ) 3/ {3/) (3/) 3 88,25 B8.25 | B8.25 91.32
He520 59.99 | 150.99 | 100.99 [2/58.98 | 38.98 96,18 96,98 | 97.49 95.49
3'520 97 -53 96-62 95-51 95-51 96'31 95 030 93.50 93050 93-50
H-520 9.8 | 90.86 1/ ) 90.86 | 90.86 92,2} 91.98 | 91.98 91.98
H-521 85.11 85.11 .11 88.86 88.86 88.48 87.10 | 89.22 89.11

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 -~ HOUSING: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly - Continued

C. FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE - Cortinued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
BROADLOOM, velvet, all wool,
9 ft, width, per sq. yd.
Atlantg-memeencmceme- H=530 (1/) 11,32 11.38 11.52 10,81 10,74 10.60| 10.99 10.99
Baltimore=-ew-ceaewas: H=530 T1.88 12,03| 11.62 |15/11.48 11.20 11,20 10,95| 1134 1141
Chicago===—reemceme — H~530 10,21 10,21 {16/10.66 [~ 10.66 10.66 10,15 9.75| 10.86 10.86
Cincimati=--=erereee H530 10,28 10,55 10.80 10.80 10.09 9.95 9.951 10.09 10.09
Detroiteeceoeemeceecce H=530 10.45 10,59| 10.35 10,58 10.82 10,66 10.66 | 10.35 10,8
Log Angeles-—----==-= H-530 10.60 10.58] 10.32 [17/20.54 10,52 10,02 10,04 9.86 9.83
New York-~=e==e-m-=cu B=530 11.15 11.26| 11.37 21,26 11.15 10.75 16,35 | 10.3% 10,75
Philadelphig==m-ve=ae H=530 10,28 30.18{18/10.80 10.80 10,46 10.63 10.63 | 10.62 10.62
St. Louises-amcoseen H-530 11.57 11.55[ 11,66 11.57 11,57 10.88 10,88 | 10.68 11.37
San Francisco=-—----= H-530 11.17 1,10 11.10 11,50 11.17 10,95 10,95 | 10.95 10.95
HARD SURFACE RUG, printed
enamel with felt base,
9x12 ft.
Atlanta-e=e-escomaca- H=570 %/ ) 12,30 12.30 12.94 13.04 13.28 13.38 | 13.38 13.38
Balt imore==s-ece-ecee H~E70 .89 10.89| 10.89 11,12 1.5 12,21 12.21 | 12,54 12.54
Chicago===ms=cenemean E=570 11,64 1.6 n.8 n.s 11,81 11.8 11.81 | 12.48 12.48
Cincinnati--=ee-m==a- He570 10.91 11,11 11,37 11,92 12,09 12,82 12.82 | 12.82 12.82
Detroit-e=e--semam-as H=570 10.84 1,34 1l 11.65 11.70 12,45 12,95 | 12.95 12.95
Los Angeles-----==--- H~570 10.85 11,85 11,56 11,77 11,72 12.06 12,1 | 22,14 12.62
New Yorke--=-c-=acece H-570 11.37 12,37 11.56 11,85 11.95 12,54 12.54 | 12.84 12,54
Philadelphig~ew=caeea He570 11.10 1.40| 11.58 11.62 11.69 12.4, 2.4k | 12.4k 12,4k
St. Louigr==emecrnuen He570 10.92 10.94 | 10.99 12.04 12,04 12.19 12.19 | 12,19 12,19
San Francisco=e=-e=== H=570 10,80 10,80 11.17 11.61 11.61 11,45 11.65 | 12.05 12,05
LIVING ROOM SUITE, 2 or 3
piece, wedium grade cover-
ing, Mohair (H-600), blendd
(H=601) or uylon (H=602)194
Atlantg--~—-=-==a 2 pc.{ H-600 @) 212,11  --- -—- -~ —— —— - -—-
2 pce| H=601 — - 226.17 | 239.17 | 239.17 | 245.83 | 249.32 | 2Lk9.32 -—
2 pe. | He602 - - = -—- —-— ——— ——— 253.49 | . 26k.L9
Baltimore--«==-=- 3 pc. | H=600 315.26 | (3/) -—- -— — - --= - -—=
2 pc. | H-601 -—— - 227.82 | 230.13 | 22h.28 | 215.07 | 215.07 | 211.65 210.65
Chicagoe====we=== 2 pcs | H=600 238,24 | 239.48] (3/) 3/ - - - -—= .-
2 pe. | H-602 -— - - - 259.49 | 262.21 | 262.21 | 274.80 268.13
Cincinngti--=eeee 2 pce | H=600 254,72 | 254.72| 25L.72 | 2h2.22 | 2h2.22 | 2k2.22 | 2L2.22 | 2h2.22 -
2 pee | He602 — - -— ~—— - - e 242,08 2l42.08
Detroiteme—e——eae 2 pe. | H-601 236.2 | 236.1h | 237.67 | 2u1e76 | 249.57 | 2L9.57 | 2L3.L8 | 247.48 247.48
Los Angeles------ 2 pe. | H-602 (3/) 3/ (3/) 3/) 257.36 | 26Le36 | 285.61 | 291.98 | 301.85
New York--=e==- -- 2 pce | H=600 305.15 | 305.08| 284.62 | 277.31 e s -—- -— -
3 peo | H-602 -— -— - -— 381,08 384.7h 38L.7h | 386.74 386474
Philadelphia=~=-n 3 peo | H-600 3/ 3/) 348,39 | 3b1.72 | 3W1.72 | 3k1.72 | 3h41.72 | 337.72 337.72
8te Louige-wremen 2 peo | H-60L 3/) 3/) 3/) 3/ 242,22 | 2b2.22 | 2b2.22 | 2h2.22 242,22
San Francisco==~= 2 pce. | H=-600 301.99 — —— - ——- L —— Ll ad
2 peo | H-601 - 279.29 | 287.29 | (3/) 3/) -=- - -== -
2 pe. | H-602 -— ——- -—- —— - 2uh,58 | 238,58 | 243.28 243.28

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 - HOUSING: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly - Continued

C. FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
COIL BEDSPRING (H-630) or
BOX SPRING {H-631)
Atlantae=-==--eecw- = | H-630 @ar’; 26.34] 26495 - - - - - -
H-631 e -— - 39.95 39.95 39.95 39.95] 39.95 39.95
Baltimoree—se-=a-=-oe= H-630 28.84 29.93( 28.8: 28.89 - -— - - ——
H"631 - - - -—— h6039 : ,46039 ,46039 '-l6~39 Ll6 -39
Chicagom=-=~=mew=mee==e | He631 3/) 3/) 3/) 3/) h7.22 47.22 h7.22 | WLh.72 Lhe72
cmci:nati’- ----------- ,‘;2;3 2233 gs} 85 §§’85 ;3.85 g§.85 ;§.85 ga.as g;.as 35} .85
Detrotteemsacam—mom-oe . ) | 8D ) ) ) ) Q
Los Angeles-----—- ——— 3‘631 35-‘42 (’Soha fS.bZ 6033 (’7o37 7.37 (}70)136 (370}-56 3’70)&6
New Yorke-=-ee-e=-cee= | H<630 25.97 25.97] 25.97 26431 ——- ——— -—- —— -
H631 -—- - —— - 39.88 39.88 39.88 | 39.88 39.88
Philadelphigew====-w=- | H-630 28,30 28,36 | 28.36 28.61 28,61 28,61 28,61 | === -
He631 -— - -— -— -- -— - Lk.86 bl 86
St. Louigememmecmemvens H-630 25,88 25.88| 25.88 25.88 26.148 26.48 26.48 | 26.39 -
He631 - -— —— -— - -— -— -—- 38.98
San Francisco-=------= | H=631 k2,74 b2.57] k2.17 40.38 40.03 39.93 39.93 | 39.93 39.93
MATTRESS, INNERSPRING
Atlantae-e-eemm—meaaan He635 /) 39.46 ]  37.95 37.95 37495 37.95 37.95 | 37.95 37.95
Baltimore~===mm=me-=-n H-635 15.98 45.98| LS.98 15.98 L5.98 45.98 45.98 | U5.98 LS5.98
Chicago """"""""" H"635 hb-Bh hh-3h ldh&l hh-sll M&osh Moah wloah hh.ﬂh h6509
Cincinnati=-w-a-- ————e H635 39.84 39.84| 39.34 39.34 39.34 39.34 39.3L ] 39.34 39.3L
Detroite~=eecmmemeecues ::gg 15511 ?3/-36 ();;.36 25336 (13;}-36 133-36 13;3-36 l;}.% 1313-36
Los Angelese------—-== ) ) 3
New YOPKeooomeommomm neat | Tnr| Fhr| Bl | Bolm | Bl | Bl | Blss | Bolas | Bhlss
Philad.alphia -------- H‘635 h°o77 h0077 39.86 39.86 39.86 39.86 39.86 39-86 39.86
St. Louigememovauaaaan H-635 | (3/) 3/) |.@ehH 3/) 3/) 3/ 3/) 30 3/)
San Francisco--------- | H=635 G2.53 | Em2.53| G153 |2/h2.h2 2,42 | T2.42 k2.2 | T2.k2 L2.h2

BEDROOM SUITE, 3 piece,
Modern, with single dresser
(H=651.1) or double dresser
(H-652.1) 20/

Atlantae—samceceeeons He652,1| == --- - - == 3/) (g/ ) 266431 269455
Baltimore=-=--we-=oe-aw H=652.1 - e b = —- 31.67 3L.00| 221.98 223.6L
Chicago-~-==m====cmc-- R=£52.1 won = —— i - 300.49 303.11| 272.98 272,98
Cincinnati~~eveccecasm H-652 ol - b —— it - 228.6)4 235.66 226'57 226.57
Detroit=e—ececcecuncan H‘65201 - —— - it - 258-32 260.32 26°ohh 260;!&)4
Los Angeles~~--<m—uan= H=652.1 e b - = — 22L.52 2242 | 228,52 228.52
New York--«mew—a—ceeaa H=651.1 -—- Ll —— s== = 266.08 266,081 26L.11 260450
Philadelphis—=-=---=== | H<651,1| =-- - - - - 204,62 | 204.62) 204.62 20462
8t. Louig=ercmvercwena H-652.1 = === s e - 236475 236.75| 213.62 212.12
San Francisco-~-===-<- H=652.1 -— bad -——— - == 260,33 256.50| 251.69 251.69

DINETTE SET, Early American

maple

Ablanta--eeememeean- - | He661 1/ 3/ (3/) 3/ 3/) (3/) (3/) (3/) (3/)

Baltimore--~eseeeeweee | H=661 (83312 (83212 83,12 82,96 B2496 82,96 B2.96 | 79.62 79.62
Chicage H661 | (3/) 3/ (3/) (3/) 3/ 3/ (3/) 10716 | 107.16
Cincimati-ea-cemeeaem | He661 B5.72 B5.72 | B6.98 86.98 B87.22 B2.22 Tho68 | 968 94468
Detroitecmcccccnnwewum H-661 (3 ) (3 ) 99-50 960!&2 98.00 1&4.69 104469 104,69 10‘4069
Los Angeles-=weemecau- B=661 (3/) 9.92 | 99.92 | 100.92 95.98 | 101.42 | 103.92 | 101.k2 97.68
New Yorkemwee-ceacaee. | H-661 3/) 9.5k | 96.0u 92.16 92.16 92.16 90,72 | 90.72 90.72
Philadelphiae=s~em-=ae | H-661 76.21 76621 | 75497 77.22 77.22 78,47 79.L5 | 78.20 78.20
St. lovis-cwccrcacanaa H=661 93-68 950’"4 9L' -62 95031& 95-9)‘ 95v9h 91‘-03 95'72 950 88
San Francisco-=--=-a= H-661 (3N 3/) 11L.67 | 119.12 | 120.16 | 120,16 | 120.23 | 113.57 11.n

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 ~ HOUSING:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities znd Services,
in 1C Cities, December 1552 to Decemver 1954, Quarterly

D. APPLIANCES AND OTRER HOUSEWAKES 2/

29

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SEWING MACHINE, electric,
console, domestic manu-
facture
Atlantae-=er-wm—mommn H=700 | (/) |$ 175.99 |4 181.60 |2 180.35 |& 182.85 {§ 182.8543 183.L6 1% 183.L6 |8 185.96
Baltimore-==-e-=v=m-n B-700 | $ I81.10f 181.10 | 187.85 | 190.35 | 192.85 | 192.85| 193.L6 | 192.21 | 192.21
Chicago==mmmm=mmemmmm H-700 172.67) 172.67 | 180.07 | 180,07 | 180.07 | 180.07 ] 182.76 | 179.76 | 180.76
Cincinngtie-ve-eemem- H-700 177.12) 177.11 | 180.11 | 181.36 | 187.61 | 168.86| 180.67 | 189.48 | 151.98
Detroite—mmeermee—n-- H-700 169.61| 17L.61 | 176.36 | 176.36 | 181,36 | 181.36| 181.93 | 176.35 | 180.10
Los Angeles-=-=m=mm=m B-700 182,11 18L.61 | 186.36 | 186.36 | 191.36 | 191.36| 151.98 | 191.98 | 191.98
New Yorke-=r-n-m=m=v= H=700 182,22} 177.98 | 179.15 | 183.32 | 189.98 ] 190.39| 188.6L | 185.33 | 179.63
Philadelphia-==ewe=wmm E-700 187.87{ 187.87 189.27 189.27 189.27 184.27 | 18L.76 184.95 | 186.95
Ste LOUigmmrmemmmmean H-700 167.47| 168.87 | 170.27 | 170.27 | 172.27 | 172.27 | 175.76 | 167.95 | 167.95
San Franciscom------= H-700 180.86| 18L,.61 | 186.36 | 186.36 | 188.86 | 1#8.86| 181.98 | 188.22 | 189.L8
VACUUM CLEANER, upright
(4-710), tank type (H-711)]
or canister (H-712) 22/
Atlantg-re=~mmomme-aae E-111 | (1/) 89.59 89.84 89.84 89,84 89.95 [ 87.L5 86.20 87.45
Baltimore--=-=======- E=T10 | (3/) (3/) (3/) 84,09 85.3L 81.34 | (3/) (3/ (3/)
Chicago----==-=-----= H-7122 | (3/) G/) 3/) (3/) 8k .95 84,951 BL.95 |2/79.95 79.95
Cincinnati-==m===-=ax H-710 74951 T2.70 75.20 | (3/) 3/ (3/) -— -— -—
H-712 - - - < -~ =-- 73.95 | 73.95 | 67.95
Detroite---mmmmmmnan= H-710 | (3/) 81.18 8).08 83.L5 83.45 83.45 | 91.32 90,08 83.58
Los Angeleg=--=--=-== H-710 | (3/) 86.75 85.09 85.09 85.12 88.78 | 88.62 | (3/) 3/)
New Yorke-sm=semmaum= H-711 | 79.95| 80,78 8).12 83.28 8L.95 8L.95 | 80,78 | 79.95 [23/89.53
Philadelphia=--n-m== H=-710 | (3/) 3/ €70 Q@n 7)) R ET)] (3/) (3/)
St. Louigmm=mememmnn- H-710 78.91| T9.11 [2L/B6.70 B6.70 B6.70 B6.70 | =-- T -
H-712 - -— -— ——— -— - 73.28 67.28 63.57
San Francisco~==«---- H-711 3/) 3/) 82.71 83.46 -—- — ——— -— —
H-712 e - -—- 86.20 86.20 86.20 | 81.20 78.70 79.32
WASHING MACHINE, electric,
wringer type, 8~9 pound
capacity 22/
Atlanta--- H=720 | (1/) 134.95 | 134.95 | 135.95 |2/138.70 | 13L.84 { (3/) (3/) (3/)
Baltimore- H-720 I36.77| 133.30 | 136.1 | 13L.27 |2/132.68 | 132.12 | 132.12 | 132.12 | 132.12
Chicago===n==- H-720 125.95 1 125.95 | 127.95 | 126.95 | 126.95 |2/129.12 | 131.12 | 127.L5 | 127.L5
Cincinnati H=720 146.06 | 146.06 | 145.51 | 1h3.84 | 143.8L |7 1u3.8L | 13L4.95 134.39 | 133.84
Detroit-=e-s=memmemm- H-720 138.26 | 138.26 [2/138.k1 | 138.41 { 138.41 | 137.05 | 139.0h | 139.0h | 139.04
Los Angeles~==--==-=~ H-720 139.95 | 138.95 [ 140.76 | 140.76 | 1L40.76 | 2137.76 | 137.76 | 137.76 | 137.76
New Yorke-=e-- S H-720 122.76 | 122.76 @¥/121.51 | 123.63 | 119.03 | 119.58 | 116.81 |wA08.12 | 108,12
Philadelphia==e-ewn-== H-720 133.28 | 13L.39 [* 131.06 | 131.62 | 131.62 [21/129.95 | 126.20 | 126.20 | 129.32
St. Louigeme=me-mecman H-720 138.52 | 138.52 | 139.63 | 136.29 | 137.41 |” 133.82 | 133.82 | 130.54 | 123.14
San Francisco=~-====- H-720 1h2.05 | 139.95 | 143.70 | 139.95 | 1239.95 | 139.95 | 139.95 | 139.95 | 139.95
REFRIGERATOR, standard model,
across-the-top freezer,
8.0 to 9.7 cu. ft. 22/
Atlantaee-eeeemna———— H-730 | (1/) 277.95 | 271.95 | 273.95 | 273.95 | 275.95 | 262.15 | 264.15 | 256.15
Baltimore H-730 292.15 | 287.73 261.62 281.62 281.62 27h.39 | 268.57 267.79 261.31
Chicago=mm=mm-mmm=mmnmm H-730 [ (3/) (3/) 3/) 3/ 3/} 3/) (3/) 3/) (3/)
Cincinnati-- H-730 274.92 | 289.95 | 289.95 | 28L.9L | 28BL.9k | 255.78 | 2Ts.u5 | 2L7.51 | 2LS.51
Detroit-=--- H-730 | (3/) (3/) 288.8L | 288.84 | 271.62 | 287.73 | 275.20 | 272.98 | 272.98
Los Angeles- 8-730 | (3/) (3/) (3/) 29424 | 29h.2 | 281.38 | 268.22 | 262.93 | 2L3.k2
New Yorkesneu- H-730 | (3/) (3/) 2T6.L8 | 275.48 | 266.48 | 271.11 { 260.58 | 251.65 | 245.59
Philadelphia=-====m== H=730 | (3/) (3/) (3/) 288.95 | 284.95 | 292.95 | 274.62 | 280.03 | 280.03
St. Louis-mem-umen-nn =730 | (3/) 27L.95 | 276.62 | 279.95 { 273.28 | 266.62 | 261.00 | 2h6.12 | 2LL.L6
San Francisco-------- u-730 | (3/) (3/) 276.Lks | 278.28 | 278.28 | 266.29 | 256.38 | 258.38 | 258.38

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 ~ HOUSING:

A\.rerage Retzil Prices of Selected Commodities znd Services,
in 10 Cities, Deccmber 1952 to December 1954, Qusrterly :

D. APPLIANCES AND OTHER HOUSEWARES 21/ - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
TOASTER, sutomatic, pop-up
22/
Atlanta H-750 1/ $ 22,52 1§ 23.10 | § 23.2 | § 23.2L | § 23.2L {8 22.38 [§ 21.52 | 21.38
Baltimore-- H-750 |§ 22.36 22436 22.36 22.97 23.17 23.17 22.07 21.97 21.96
Chicago H-750 22.9% 22.95 22.9% 23.70 23.70 22.96 22,08 22.08 22.08
Cincinnati H-750 22,52 22.52 22.52 22.58 22,74 22.7L | 22,07 22.19 21.96
Detroit H-750 22.39 22.39 22.39 22.67 21.58 22.53 20.40 21.10 20.96
Los Angeles H-750 21.6l 22,18 22.72 22.97 3/22.!42 22.33 21.16 21.91 21.09
New York H-750 22,09 22,26 22,26 22429 22,56 22.28 21,43 21.43 21.27
Philadelphige-=w=we=-- H-750 22.79 22.79 22.79 22.79 22.96 23.12 22,12 22.29 22.29
St. Louis~== H-750 21.25 21.65 22.17 22.96 21.95 20.8l 20.75 15,29 14.19
San Francisco H-750 22,54 22454 22.68 22.96 22,96 22.54 21.33 21.25 21.54
SAUCE PAN, eluminum, 2-quart
size
Atlanta-=-ce-emecmvoa~ H-760 (l/ ) «95 97 97 96 96 96 97 97
Baltimore--veew-eoe~-n H=760 .89 .89 «90 91 «93 93 Sk .96 «96
Chicagom===svemvcrmemnn H-760 .87 .87 87 87 91 91 92 «92 92
Cincimnati-=-=-=memea-~ H-T60 .92 .92 95 95 .95 .95 .96 .96 <96
Detroit-~-cere—concaaan H-760 «90 091 -92 92 093 093 09,.1 u95 095
H-760 1,07 1.07 1.08 | 2/1.02 1.05 1.05 1.06 1.05 1.06
H-760 1.00 1.00 1.00 _g/.96 96 <96 .96 «96 96
H-760 .96 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
* H-760 91 92 92 .92 .92 .96 +96 96 96
H-T60 1.02 1,03 1.03 1.03 1,04 1.06 1.06 1.06 1.06
DINNERWARE, S3-piece set
Atlanta --------------- H-77° (1/) 22 039 22'39 220 89 23005 230(5 22-6'4 20-97 22'6h
Balt imore-«~e==aceecma- H-770 22.18 21.88 21.68 21.97 21.26 21.26 20.95 21.35 20.75
Chicago H-770 20.76 20.76 20.7h 20.94 21.66 21.66 21.66 21.L8 20.95
Cincinnsti- (28/) === -— -— === -—— -— — - -—-
Detroit~- H=T770 20.57 20.97 20.36 20.56 20.76 21.07 20.36 20,36 20.36
Los Angeles H-770 21.96 21.91 21.37 21.51 21.91 22,50 22.50 22.87 22.67
New York H-770 20,58 20,58 20.46 20.46 20,62 20.54 20.62 20.96 20.96
Philadelphigee~ecacnas H-770 20.72 20.71 20,68 21.34 20,93 21.30 21.30 21.30 21,30
Ste Louig==~eeammacan= (28/) -— -— —— —— -— -— .—- —-— -—
San Francisco-=--e-==- (28/) - - -— ~— - - - —-— ——
PAPER NAPKINS, white,
luncheon size, per package
of 80
Atlanta H-76l (29/) .13 .13 .13 W13 13 .13 .13 .13
Baltimore H-76l (29/) <l 5 Wl 5N AL Al ol W
Chicago---- H-764 (23/) .13 213 .13 .13 .13 .13 .13 .13
Cincinnati=~--= H-76L (29/) <14 Ak o 1L oL BN b Wy
Detroit H"?éh (E/) -11& 01'4 -:u-l olh om o].b -1).1 .11;
Los Angeles H-764 (23/) i oA SN Wl WAL Jl W1k T
New H-76L (23/) .13 ol 13 .13 .13 .13 .13 .13
Philadelphia H~76L (23/) 13 .13 W13 .13 13 12 212 .13
St. Louis H-T6k (23/) A o1k 1L A Jk Ak Jh b
San Francisco H-76L (25/) 51N Wb AL o4 A IN .14 W

See footnotes on page 33
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Table 1 - HOUSING: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

D. APPLIANCES AND OTHER HOUSEWARES 2_1/ - Continued

1952 1953 . 195k
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
ELECTRIC LIGHT BULB, 60-
watt
Atlanta--e--=~em-cae- H-766 (29/) 1 8025 | $018) $0.20| $0.28| $0.18] $0.18 | $0.17 | § 0.18
Baltimore-=---==ev=== H-766 (29/) .15 .16 .16 .16 .16 .16 16 .17
Chicago~==~==w~-=e=e= H-766 z%/) .15 .16 .16 .18 .16 .17 .17 .17
Cincinnati--—=---====x H-766 (25/) - .15 .16 .17 W16 .16 .16 .16 .17
Detroit--=c=cecceeca" H-766 (E/) .15 016 016 016 '16 017 -17 018
L.os Angeles—-----=--- H-766 (Z9/) .15 .18 .17 17 .16 17 .16 W17
New Yorke-e-eeeeeeee- H-766 (25/) .15 .16 .16 .16 16 .16 .16 .18
Philadelphig=m======m R-766 (23/) .15 .16 W17 A7 .18 .18 .18 .18
St. Louis=mm-=-m-c-ue H-766 (25/) .16 .16 .16 a7 .17 .18 .17 .18
San Francigco-===---= H-766 (23/) .15 .16 .18 .18 .18 W27 a7 .18
TOILET TISSUE, per roll
Atlanta=e-eeeeeee—— H=799 1/) .08 .08 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09
Baltimore-==--e==-mn- H-799 | § 0.08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .09 .09 .09 09
Chicago==m=mmeemmanan H=799 .09 .09 09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09
Cincinpati=-~we==aemn H-799 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 «09 .09 .07 «09
Detrojt-----=emeem-an H-799 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09
Los Angeles-=--==e-w= H~799 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 N 09 .09 .08
New York--=m==e==s-=n H-799 .08 .08 .08 .08 .09 .09 .09 .09 09
Philadelphia---=-=mu= H-799 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08
St. Louig--=-==-==--- E-799 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 °09 .09 «09

San Francisco-=------ H=-T799 «09 .09 <09 .08 +09 09 «09 29 .08

E. HOUSEHOLD OPERATION

LAUNDRY SOAP, granules or
powder, per 24 oz.

Atlanta-=cewvomecncan H-800 (1/ ) «33 33 «33 «33 .35 <36 «37 .36
Baltimore--eec-ecceae H=-800 .30 «30 31 31 30 32 <33 .34 .34
Chicago=m==--w--==v=n H-800 «31 «31 W31 31 31 .32 3L o3k 3k
Cincinnati=-ee-eeeaee H-800 W31 W31 .31 31 31 .32 .33 3 3L
Detrojtem~mmmmmmmmane H-800 31 31 .30 .30 .30 .32 .32 .33 .33
Los Angeles~=—m===-=m H~800 .32 .32 .33 .33 .33 .33 .34 $33 233
New Yorke=-=ecc-ccoea H-800 «31 31 31 31 32 32 <33 <33 «33
Philadelphige=-==-eu H-800 .30 .30 .29 .30 30 .32 3h 3 o3k
St. LouiS-==eeee-mm-u H-800 .31 W31 .32 .32 .32 .33 34 .35 .36
San Francisco=--=--=---- H-800 .33 .35 .33 .33 .33 .34 .35 36 .36

DETERGENT, general
laundering, per 19 oz.

Atlanta-~-sewcccancwa H=-80} «30 .30 «30 «30 <30 W31 32 .32 .31
Baltimore----~=-cew-= H-80L «30 «30 «30 <30 .30 «30 32 32 32
Chicago=~mes=cemanane -804 «30 «30 «30 30 «30 31 32 32 32
Cincinnati-c=emacee-s H-80L «30 «30 «30 <30 .30 «30 .31 .31 31
Detroiteceenccnmmsaua H~80L «31 31 .30 <30 <30 31 .31 W31 31
Los Angeles-w~=cmman~w= H-80k .30 30 30 .30 «30 30 30 .30 «30
New York-=w—weeee-e - H-804 .30 «30 30 .30 +30 «30 31 .31 31
Philadelphig=«ean-anea H-80k 29 29 29 «29 .29 .30 32 .32 32
St. Louis==weccmarcaa 4-804 .25 29 «29 29 29 «30 «30 «30 31
San Francisco-=-=-- -— H-804 .32 32 .32 .32 .32 .32 .33 .33 .33

See footnotes on pege 33
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Table 1 - HOUSING:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly

E. HOUSEHOLD OPERATION - Continued
1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec, March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Decs
LAUNDRY SERVICE, 20 1b.
bundle 30/
Thrifty wash
Baltimore~--=-=-a=m=- H-811 | $1.66 | $1.76 ] $1.78 | $ 1.78 | § 1.78 $1.78¢ $1.78 | $1.82 | $ 1.3
Fluffed dry {no starch)
Chicago===mm=m==m—w=u= H-812 3.1 3.11 3.11 3.11 3.1 3.1 3.11 3.1k 3.1
Cincinnati---- H-812 2.97 2.97 2.97 3.0L 3.04 3.0L 3.0k 3.0 3.04
Detroit-e———--—— H-812 3.04 3.17 3.25 3.28 3.30 3.1 3.4l 3.L5 3.46
New Yorke=--eceeemome= B-812 h.19 420 b.20 Lo22 k.22 L.22 [31/h.20 .20 k.22
Philadelphig=mm-m~aae y-812 2.88 2.88 2.88 2.88 2.88 2.88 2.83 2.88 2.98
St. Louis H-812 2.7€ 2,76 2,82 2.92 2,92 2.96 2.96 2.9% 2.95
San Francisco B-812 2.89 2.99 3.06 _2_/3.11 3.11 3.11 3.1 .1 3.11
Economy finish
Atlantame==—eeeeaaman 4-61l (1/) L.C2 L.02 L.02 L.02 L.02 .06 .06 L.0é
Baltimore H-81h 3.3 k.07 L.o7 L.07 .07 .07 L.o7 L.09 k.09
Finished (complete)
Cincinngti--v-reeacm- H-815 £.39 £.39 £.39 g.68 C.68 £.68 .63 C.48 5.68
1-815 .88 7.02 7.2L 7.30 7.30 7.Lé 7.60 7.6L 7.64
H-315 6.31 €.38 6.76 | 2/6.52 6.92 £.9L 6494 6495 6.95
H-21% €.67 €67 6.66 6.68 6.68 6.63 €.69 6.69 6.71
H-815 5.78 £.78. 5.78 5.78 5.78 c.78 5.8 .84 S.84
F-818 5.68 5.68 £.58 5.80 5.80 5.90 5.90 £.93 5.93
H-81% £.90 6.10 6.2L 6.24 6.24 6.2h 6.24 6.2l 6.24
DRY CLEANING AND PRISSING
Man's suit, 2-piece,
delivered
H-830 (29/) .89 91 .91 91 91 W91 91 W91
H-£30 (25/) 1,01 1.00 1,01 1.01 2/1.03 1.03 1.06 1.06
H-830 (Z3/) 1.L9 1.54 1.54 1.5L 1.54 .l 1.54 1.54
4-830 T.02 1.02 .11 1.11 1.1 1.11 1.11 1.11 1.11
H~-830 (29/) 1.8€ 1.58 1.59 1.59 1.59 1.60 1.60 1.60
H-830 (25/) 1.8 145 1.45 145 1.L% 1.46 1.4¢ 1.L6
H-830 (25/) 1.k5 1.8 1.kt 1.h5 1.48 1.45 1.LS 1.46
H~830 (73/) 1.22 1.26 1.26 1.2¢ 1.26 1.26 1.26 1,26
4830 (73/) 1.1 1.1 luda 1.L1 1.0 1. l.h1 1.1
H-830 (23/) 1.69 1.73 1.72 1.72 1.72 1.72 1.72 1.72
DRY CLEANING AND PRESSING
Woman's dress, l-viece,
cash, carry, and call-for
H-835 (1/) .78 .78 .80 .80 .80 -80 .80 .80
H-83¢% «93 «93 N 9L 9L 2/.98 .98 1.00 1.00
H-835 1.38 1.38 1.43 1.43 1.43 T1.43 | 2/1.27 1.27 1,27
H-83% .90 .90 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.00 | T 1.01 1.01 1.01
H-835 1.43 1.L6 1.k6 1.L3 1.L3 1.43 1.l 1.4 Told
H-835 1.32 1.33 1.33 1.33 1.33 1.33 | 1.38 1.38 1.38
H-835 1.12 1.11 1.11 .11 1.11 1.09 1.10 1.10 1.10
H-83¢ 1.4 1.1 1.24 1,24 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.2Y 1.24
H-835 1.24 1.28 1.28 1,28 1,29 1.32 1.32 1.32 1.32
H-835 1.58 1.58 1.58 1.58 1.53 1.58 1.68 1.58 1.58

See footnotes on page 33
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Pootnotes for Table 1 - HOUSING

1/ Atlanta was priced on a different cycle prior to 1953.
2/ Change in outlet sample. Quotations from outlets common to both 0ld and new samples showed no price change from
preceding periocd.
Number of quo;;tim for items conforming to specification insufficient for publication of average price.
Price for H-108.
Retail sales taxes on materials are included in the prices in cities vhere sales taxes are effective {See appendix D)
Includes tempersture relief valve required by law.
:[/ City-wide deviation from specification priced in Los Angeles. Heater is galvanized, without glass lining or
sium rod.
-gn; Quotations ir most cities prior to revision of specifications in 1953 varied from store to store because of inclusion
or exclusion of soap dish and serator. Published prices exclude both.
Price for H=kll. July 195 prices were $1.79 for H-410 and $2.0M for H-k1l.
0/ Seasonal item not priced this month.
Price for H-M40O. Mexrch 1953 price for H-MhO was $2.49.
City-wide deviation from specification priced in Detroit. Fabric reported is lighter than 1.25 yards per pound.
Price for H-521., August 1954 prices were $92.63 for H-520 and $7h.95 for H~521.
H-521 priced in June 1953. Average price was $79.59.
Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and new ssmples were $11.62 for June 1953 and $11.65

for September 1953.
Change in outlet sample. Aversges for outlets common to both 0ld and nev samples were $10.21 for March 1953 and $10.09

for June 1953.
/ Change in outlet ssmple. Averages for outlets common to both 0ld and nev samples were $10.12 for June 1953 snd $9.80

for September 1953,
Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and new samples were $10.18 for March 1953 and $10.36

for June 1953.

19/ Differences in prices among stores in any one city sre sometimes as large as $75.00. The averages published, therefore,
may vary from the "true average" by as much as $25,00, Also, substitutions within stores within the quality limits of the
specifications oscur from time to time with differences of as much as $75.00 between the 014 and the new item.

Q/ Prior to 195k, prices were reported for any one of six possible alternates.

g/ The samples of stores from which prices are obtained do not include "discount houses” )

y These articles are subject to special pricing procedures. Instead of obtaining the price for the one brand vhich sells
in largest volume in each store, the Bureau's sagent reports prices for one model of each manufacturer whose line is carried in
each store. When & manufacturer introduces new models, the agent prices the new model most nearly comparable to that
previously priced. The prices that are published are based on those brands for which prices were available for all dstes inckded
in the table. HSome of the differences between cities are due to greater popularity of specific brands in some cities than in
others.

23/ Price for H-Tl2. .

2_/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for cutlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $83.90 for March 1953 and $86.70

for June 1953.
25/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for ocutlets common to both old and new samples were $122.76 for March 1953 and

#11'5?76 for June 1953,
26/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for ocutlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $108.96 for June 195k and $108.12

for September 195k.
Change in outlet sample. Aversges for outlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $135.58 for December 1953 and
$125.95 for March 195k.
gg/ Beparate pieces of open stock dinnerware are priced.

29/ Not priced in every city before 1953.
0/ Prices are reported for the 2 services done in greatest volume in each city except in Atlanta, Chicago, and Los Angeles

vhere one service is predominant. If there is & price differential between first and last part of the week, prices are reported

for wvhen volume of business is done.
ﬂ/ Change in outlet sample. Aversgesfor outlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $4.17 for March 1954 and $4.18

in June 195k,
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Table 2 - APPAREL: Averzge Retail Prices for Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly

A, MNEN'S QUTERWEAR

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SUIT, 2-piece, new wool,
hard-finished worsted,
#4 tailoring
Atlantamvomemmomomeee 4-110 (/) 1$66.75 | $66.75] § 68.12| & 68.12| $ 68.12 | § 68.12 |$ 68.12 |$ 68.12
- | 22110 $ 59,191 60.69 60.11 60.72| 2/62.36] 62.36 62.36 | 62.25 62.25
- 4-110 62,00 62.00 62.00 62,00 62.00 62.00 62.00 6L4.50 6L.50
- A-110 62.39 63450 63.50 65.00 65.00 65,00 65,00 67.00 67.00
- A-110 63.91 63.91 6l.88 65.50 65.50 66.88 66.88 66.88 66.88
A-110 61,19 |  60.56 60.56 | 3/62.kk 62.ih]  62.uh 62.ly | 62.40 62.40
" A-110 62.80 62.80 62.80| T 63.99 63.99 63.99 63.99 63.99 63.69
Philadelphiaewe-mmmuan 4-110 60.62 60.62 61.67 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00
S5t. Louis====mevcncenem 4-110 6L.50 6L.50 6L.50 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00 65.00
San Francisco--------- 4-110 6h.75 6L.25 6l4425 66.2L 66.2L 66.24 66424 67.99 66.86

SUIT, 2-piece, new wool,
hard-finished worsted,
#1 to #2 tailoring

=11l /) LE.7h L5.99 b6.7h 46.10| L6.11 46.11 | L3.61 43.50

A-11L L2.68 1 Le2.92 h2.92 43.04 L3.0h} L3.04 L3.0h | hL2.92 h2.92
4114 L6.60 | LE.6O L6.60 47.11 h7.11| L7.11 h7.11 | L7.11 Lh7.11
A-11h b2.06 | L2.32 L2.31 43.06 h3.06| L2.31 b2.31 | k2.20 L2.20
8-11L k2.2 | L2.k2 L2.42 L2.92 h2.92| L2.92 k2.92 | L42.92 k2,92
Los Angeles-----w===m=m A-11L 43.60 1 L3.60 L3.60 43.71 hi.21] Lé.21 h6.21 L6.16 46.16
New York=--====s=mmmmm- A-11h kS.64 | LS.8L 45.8L b5.93 15.93] L5.93 Lg.93 | LS.89 45.89
Philadelphia=-m-=c=-=cn A-1ly 40.79 | L1.80 42.00 42.09 42.09| UL3.48 43.48 | L3.39 43.39
St. Louig-==wwe—ecac—a A'llh ho.?? )40061 Lo.61 390?’4 39-7’4 hloos hl-os I.Lo-9h h0.9h
San Francisco==wem=n=~ A-11L L6475 L7.32 L7.31 L7.42 L7.Lh2 k.80 Lh.80 Lk.85 Lh.85
SUIT, 2-piece, rayon and/or
acetate, tropical weight,
#1 to #2 tailoring
Atlantam-mwm-om-mmmoav A-120 /) (/) 31.90| (b/) (/) /) 32.69
Baltimore--—----=mv=e= A-120 (L/) (L/) 33,00 (L/) (L/) /) 33.98 Ell% E%;;
Chicago------=-=s-m~es A-120 (L/) (L/) (5/) (L/) (5/) /) (s/) (/) (&)
Cincinnati=-——-mmmmnmn= A-120 g/) (&/) 31.67| (L)) (L/) (L/) 30.28 | (/) (L/)
Detroit——--—=--cmn=men A-120 /) (%/) 32,00 (L/) g ) (L/) 33.29 | (/) (&/)
Los Angeleg---=m=====n A-120 (/) (L/) (5/) (L/) /) /Y .1 @) ()
New York-----eeomau-mn A-120 (&/) ?1/ ) 29.80| (L/) (L/) (L/) 29.95 | (5/) (%/)
Philadelphia----~~-~== A-120 (L/) /) 31.25] (L/) (&/) (L/) 29.10 | (5/) )
St. Louig---~-=-------- A-120 (L/) EK/) 27,96 | (L/) &/) | @) 29.h2 | (5/) /)
San Francisco~=------- A-120 (L/) L/) (s/) (L/) (L/) /) (/) @) /)
SLACKS, dress, new wool,
hard finish fabrics
Atlanta----e-ceeomnea-m A-130 1/) /) /) 16.09 16.09| 16.09 | (5/) 16.10 16410
Baltimore~--—=mrew=m=x A-130 I5.16 | Ts.16 I5.16 15.16 15.16 1,16 .16 .76 .76
Chicagommmmmmm=mmceman A-130 15.42 | 15.08 15.08 15,25 15.25| 15.42 15.42 | 15.08 .| 15.08
Cincinnati------------ A-130 (s/) (s/) (5/) (5/) s/) 17.22 17.22 | 17.22 17.22
Detroit=memmmmmm————— A-130 18.23 | 7T8.22 18.34 18.59 I8.591 18.59 18.84 | 18.8L 18.84
Los Angeles---=~=--mn= A-130 16.43 | 16.10 16.10 16.43 16.43| 16.43 16.43 | 16.27 16.27
New Yorkeewemecmocnena A-130 114-63 1’4032 1’4032 ulo73 111»090 1)4090 §/13 .2h 6/13.2,4 6/13 .2h
Philadelphia--=vm--=-= 4-130 14.83 { 1hk.83 14.83 15.12 15.12| 15.12 15,12 |7 15.12 |” 15.12
St. Louigm=m=-=m—mesme A-130 (5/) 16.33 16.33 16.52 16,521 16.52 16.52 | 16.12 15,92
San Francisco--=------ | A~130 B.71 | 16.51 16.31 16.71 16.91] 16.51 16,31 | 15.91 15,91

See footnotes on page 47
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Table 2 - APPAREL:

Average Retail Prices for Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly
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A. MEN'S QUTERWEAR - Continued
- 1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SLACKS, rayon/acetate gebar-]
dine, fair workmanship
(4~136) or clean workman-
ship (4~137)
Atlanta--veme e e——— A-136 (7/) $ 5.61 $s.61 $ 5.61 $5.61 $§5.8 $5.97| $5.76 $5.76
Baltimore----==-====-= A-136 (7/) 5.17 519" 5.19 5.39 5.59 £.59 5.59 5.59
Chicago """"""""" A"136 (7/) 5-75 5076 5-76 5-76 5056 5056 5-77 5-37
Cincinnati------------ A-136 (7/) (/) (/) 5.29 5429 5.18 5.18 5.18 .18
Detroit-==--==-=-=n--—e A-136 (7/) 5,95 5.76 5.76 5.56 5.75 5.56 5.16 5.56
Los Angeleg-=====---=- A-137 /) (_5_/) 6.56 6456 6.75 6.56 6.36 6.66 6.66
O 2 — a-136 | (1) 5.65 5.65|  5.65| 5.8 s.i8 | 8.6 | 8/6.u6 | 8/6.LT
Philadelphia-----=---- A-1% (7/) 6.31 6.31 6.73 6.73 6.73 6.73 6.73 6473
St. Louig-===w-m---m=- A-137 (7/) 5/) (5/) 6.62 6.62 6.62 6462 6.62 6.62
San Francisco====-===v A-137 T 5/) &/} 6.55 6435 6.35 6.36 6.36 6.36
WORK TROUSERS, cotton twill,
clean workmanship
Atlanta---e=----m=eom- a-170 | (1/) 3465 3.56 3.48 3.39 3.39 3.39 3.39 3.39
Baltimore--====-------= A-170 (5/) 3.70 3.69 3.62 3.62 3.62 3.56 3.58 3.58
Chicago=r=====-===-m=mn A-170 8 3.62 3.bb 3.52 3.43 3.43 3.L3 3.b3 3.ho0 3.ko
Cincinnatiee-e-ccoauew (8/) 2.99 2.94 2.9k 2.9L 2.94 2.94 2.94 2.94 2.79
Detroit==-=-==—meecw-x A-170 3.38 3.8 3.51 3 3 3.29 3.29 3.29 3.29
Los Angeles------==-—- A-170 3.5 3,55 3.55 3.47 3.1 3l1 3.1 3.3 3.1
New Yorkee---ceoceacwa 4-170 3.61 3.63 3.70 3.66 3.66 3.66 3.6k 3.6h4 3.64
Philadelphia-====n=m== A-170 3.85 3.80 3.80 3,72 3.72 3.65 3.65 3.65 3.65
St. Louig-=-reccncceaa A-170 3-113 301&3 30,-‘3 3'3h 303,4 3-3,4 3-3,4 303’4 303‘4
San Francisco=-------= 4-170 3.8 3.81 3.81 3.81 3.81 3.73 3.73 3.73 3.6L
WORK SHIRT, carded chambray,
3,90 yd./1b.
Atlanta----e-emomoom-- A-185 /) 1.6k 1.64 1.64 1.60 1.60 1.60 1.54 1.5
Baltimore«=em—menrceen A-185 1.63 1.65 1.66 1.66 1.67 1.62 1,60 1.57 1.57
Chicagoe=--mreveaeceua A-185 1.58 1.58 1.59 1.59 1.59 1.60 1.60 1.48 1.48
Cincinnatie-ececcacaas A-185 1.L49 1.b6 1.h6 1.46 1.46 1.46 1.L6 1.46 1.6
Detroit--- A-185 1.49 1.48 1.48 1.h6 1.48 1.L8 1.48 1.h2 142
Los Angele A-185 1.57 1.57 1,57 1.57 1.56 1.56 1,56 1.50 1.50
New York-- 4-185 1.64 1.65 1.66 L.66 1.66 1.63 1.55 1.50 1.50
Philadelphig==m==em=w= A-185 1.6L 1.67 1.67 1.67 1.67 1.66 1.66 1.60 1.50
St. Louig=-=swecew—aca A-185 1.79 1.73 1.73 1.73 1.73 1.73 1.73 1.69 1.66
San Francisco==rm=---== A-185 (5/) 1.60 1.60 1.60 1.60 1,60 1.60 1.63 1.63
WORK GLOVES, twill canvas
with inside nap finish,
knit.wrists
A-188 (l/)' «30 «30 «30 «30 30 o29 «27 27
A-188 .33 233 «33 $33 .33 g/ .36 <36 3h 3k
A-188 #29 +29 »28 27 27 .27 27 25 25
4-188 «29 «30 +30 +28 .28 .25 .25 25 .25
A-188 29 29 «29 .29 «29 .29 .29 26 26
A-188 «30 «30 .29 .29 «29 29 «29 .26 .26
A-188 31 32 31 31 31 «30 «30 «29 29
A-188 .34 «3h 3 o3h 3L <33 .33 <31 31
A-188 .29 27 27 | 27 «27 27 27 .25 25
4-188 «3b 3k W33 .33 .33 .33 3L «33 33

See footnotes on pege L7
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Table 2 - APPAREL:

Average Retail Prices for Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly

B. MEN'S FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSCRIES

1952 1953 195%
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
BUSINESS SHIRT, broadcloth,
128x68 or 136x60, combed
yarn, nationally adver-
tised
Atlantg-e—m=m=~vmo=-- A~200 (1/) $3.88] $3.881 $3.88| $3.88| $3.88 ] $3.88 ] §3.88 | % 3.88
Baltimore---=----===-~ A-200 | § 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80| 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80
Chicago=-~~~~w-—owwm= A-200 3.95 3,95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3495 3.95 3.95
Cincinnati--e-ee=cene A-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
Detroit=m=-mmm=mmm——— A-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
Los AngeleSe=m-=-—m== 4-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
New Torkew-wm=mowme--" A-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
Philadelphig=--=-----= A-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
5t. Louig=wwem=memee= 4-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
San Francisco-======= A-200 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95 3.95
BUSINESS SHIRT, broadcloth,
100 or 112x60, carded yarn|
Atlanta=--==cmaomeea-n A-202 | (1/) 2.09 2.17 2.27 2.27 2.28 2.09 2,09 2.09
Baltimore====e~e=mm== 2202 2.2 2.27 2.30 2.34 2.36 2.1 2.31 2.26 2.26
Chicagoe-mm=mmmeceuan A4-202 2.25 2433 2.33 2.35 2.36 2.36 2.48 2.48 2.48
Cincinnati----~=----= =202 | (5/) (s/) (5/} (5/) (s/) (s/) (s/) (s/) (5/)
Detroftemm-memmmmmaam A-202 2.16 2.24 .2l 2.2k 2.2, 2.18 2.18 2.16 2.16
Los Angeles==-==—==a- A=202 2.30 2.20 2420 2.22 2.22 2,18 2.18 1.98 1.98
New York--==eweceamaa A-202 1.93 1.93 1.99 1.99 2.04 1.91 1.91 1.91 1.91
Philadelphia==e=e=~= 4-202 2.19 2.31 2.43 2.43 2.43 2.37 2.37 2.37 2.37
St. Louig-=-mmw—waeem A-202 2.26 2.25 2.25 2.30 2.3 2.26 2.26 2.37 2.3h4
San Francisco--=-e--- 4-202 2.30 2.4k 2.38 2.uk 2.46 2.46 2.6 2.3L 2.34
PAJAMAS, cotton, printed
percale, 68x72 or broad-
cloth, 80x60
Atlantas---ecememecea A-220 (1/) 2,98 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98 2,98 2.98
Baltimore---==-—--=-=- A-220 3.0 3.01 3.01 3.09 3.09 3.09 2.89 2.89 2.89
Chicago=wa--wm=nwceaa A-220 3.04 3.0k 3.05 3.01 3.05 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98
Cincinnatie~=me~eneas A-220 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 (s/) 3.(_)/3.&5 }2/3.!48 E/B.hB
Detrojtemceccmcnaanan 4-220 2.89 2,96 2.96 2.96 2.96 Z2.96 2.96 2,96 2.96
Los Angeles—-—-=—=wax A-220 2.97 2.97 2.97 2.97 2.97 2,97 2,97 2,98 2.98
New York-----ceeuc—en A-220 2495 2.94 2499 3.06 2495 2.95 2.9% 2.95 2.95
Philadelphiame—seweae A-220 2.98 2,98 2.98 3.05 3.05 2.98 2.98 2.98 2.98
St. Louigee=wcemecnna A-220 3.17 3.17 3.17 3.17 3.17 3.17 3.7 3.18 3.18
San Francisco-=~===-- (29/) 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.77 3.77 3.77
UNDER SHIRT, combed cotton,
rib knit
Atlantas-s-ocomanemean A-230 | (1/) .60 +60 60 +60 60 60 60 60
Baltimore-=---s-e=aaeee A-230 .51 W51 W51 51 o51 51 .51 oS1 51
Chicago--m-===c=ceau-a A-230 .58 .58 .58 .58 58 57 56 56 56
Cincinngtivcememeenmwas A4-230 «69 69 69 68 +68. 68 +68 «68 68
Detroit~=m-=cceencacan A-230 -h9 oh9 uh9 ~h9 -h9 oh9 oh9 -b9 oh9
Los Angeles-~-=mm==am= A~230 50 50 <50 52 52 52 52 52 .52
New Yorke=eesecwecncee A-230 52 52 .52 52 52 52 52 52 .52
Philadelphiaw=e=ceceae A-230 +58 60 «60 +60 «60 58 +58 .58 .58
St. Louisem-meweicanes A-230 60 «60 «60 «60 60 60 «60 60 «60
San Francisco-=-==-e-e A-230 60 +60 .58 .60 60 <60 .60 .60 .60

See footnotes on page 47
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1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SHORTS, cotton, printed
broadcloth, 80x60, carded
yarn
Atlanta----==-=ev-e-e A-23kL (1/) $ 0.67 § 0.67 $ 0.67 $ 0,67} $ 0.65 $ 0.65 [1W/8 0.6L | 8 0.6k
Baltimore~-=m=m=-=m-=== A-234 | $ 0.68 *o68 .68 .68 48 68 +68 .68 .68
Chicago==w==-me-==mee 2-23L 66 66 .66 .£6 «£6 6L 6L 6l N
Cincinnatie—=veee~ewe A-23) 67 6% .69 69 .69 69 .67 67 .66
Detroit---~-e-=re-e—- A-23) .68 .68 +68 «68 +68 68 68 <68 68
105 Angeles——~-————=m A-23L .65 65 .65 .65 €5 6L Wbl bl .6l
New York------ecmecu= A-23h +60 .60 60 +60 60 .60 .60 +60 .60
Philadelphia-=w==~=m= A-234 .68 .68 .68 +£8 .68 £6 £6 66 66
St. Louism=~=c=meneem= A-23h +65 .65 +65 +65 .68 .66 65 65 bl
San Francisco-------- =234 .66 .66 £2 .67 67 .67 67 .67 67
SOCKS, dress, combed mercer-
ized cotton, 220-240
needles
Atlanta=-=~---~voenen A-240 /) 66 «66 66 +66 (5/) 5/) (s/) s/)
Baltimore~----------- A-240 “hh Nhn 46 A6 L6 6 46 L5 LS
Chicago-~==m=m=weecau A-2L0 49 W49 L9 49 .50 50 .50 L9 <49
Cincinnati---=--=-=-- A-240 &7 .58 .58 .58 58 .58 56 .56 .56
Detroitee-emeceareman A-240 L9 L9 A7 L7 A7 A7 L7 .50 .50
Los Angeles—=—-=m==== A-240 U6 L7 A7 50 .50 .50 .50 (s/) (s5/)
New Yorke=-----=----- A-240 +£0 .50 .20 50 .50 oSk .53 w52 <52
Philadelphia-==~===== A-240 .59 .59 59 .59 .59 .59 59 .58 .58
St. Louis=-=ww-aocaee A-2L0 .48 L8 .18 48 48 ) .48 L8 L8
San Francisco=w=-==n= A-24,0 .56 .56 .5€ .56 .56 .56 .56 56 (2/)
SOCKS, dress, rayon, 220~
240 needles
Atlentommmmmmmenmman-= A-2L ) .62 .62 62 +60 +60 60 /) /)
Baltimore-------=---= A-2L} “51 53 .52 .52 52 5L Sl 52 .52
Chicago=====mw=m-cmo=- A-2ul 48 .18 L9 L9 L9 .50 .50 .49 .51
Cincinnati-------=--- A-2LL oS5 .55 .5 .55 .55 .55 .55 .55 .55
Detroit---s~ocmveenan A-2kl o52 52 52 ol 5L +5h Sk 55 .55
Los Angeles~-==-===== A~2hk ol ol L7 L7 A7 L7 A7 47 b6
New Yorke----=e-----e A-2Ll L9 k9 A9 b9 9 b9 48 (s/) (5/)
Philadelphis=--=-=-=~ A-2hl «50 .£1 .S1 .51 .51 .51 .50 k9 )
St. Louig-m==rm=-manm A-2Lk 52 .53 .53 .53 .53 52 .52 .50 .50
San Francisco====---- A-2LL .50 .50 .50 .50 .50 A9 A9 N L9

See footnotes on page L7

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



38

Table 2 - APPARELs Average Fetail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly

C. BOYS' APPAREL

1952 1953 1954
Item ard city Spec.
No. Dece March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SLACKS, gébardine, rayon/
scetate (A-320) or nylon
blend (A-321)
A-321 | (1/) (s/) (s/) $L.31 | $L31 | $L.65 | B L.65 | SLES $ L.65
A-321 |$5.16 | $5.16 | $5.26 5.17 5.17 L.97 L4.97 4.97 L.97
A-321 R2/M.57  112/L.57 L.L8 L.L8 b.L8 L.L8 b.31 | 2/L.LO L.Lo
A-320 [3/h.22 (5/) (/) 3499 3.99 3,70 | 2/.18 |7 k.19 L.19
A=321 [ L.70 L.70 | 2/L.62 L.80 L.63 L.63 L.63 L6k L.6l
A-321 | (/) (5/) L.15 L.31 L.31 k.30 L.k L.L6 L.16
A-321 5,02 T.02 5.3¢ | 2/5.11 5.11 c.11 L.83 L.78 4.78
A-321 S.2l S.2l 5.2l [13/5.18 5.18 5.18 5.18 5.18 5.18
A-320 | (5/) (/) (5/) 3464 3.6l 3.56 | 2/3.66 | 3.66 3.66
DUNGAREES or JEANS, blue
denim, 8 oz./yd. (A-360)
or 9-10 oz./yd. (A-361)
Atlanta—e-mmeeccmnen A-360 | (1/) 2,19 2.1, 2.09 2.0t 2.1 2.12 2.15 2.23
A-360 Z.30 2.26 2.35 2.38 2.38 2.1 2.0 2.a 2.1
A-360 2,31 2.31 2.30 2,25 2.20 2.17 2.17 2.07 2,07
A-360 2.35 2.28 2.28 2.28 2,28 2.28 2,28 (/) /)
A=360 | (5/) 2,21 2,21 2.16 2.16 2.3k 2.1L Z.12 2.12
A-361 .17 3.16 3.1h 3.26 3.26 3.26 3.26 3.26 3.26
A-360 2,66 2,67 2.67 2,63 2.58 2,47 2.47 2.47 2,47
A-360 2,08 2,08 2,10 2.0f 2.08 2.10 2.10 2.05 2.05
4-360 2.1 2,12 2,12 2.07 2.01 1.94 1.9k 1.97 1.96
San Francisco~------- A-361 | (5/) &) &N 3.02 301 3.11 3.09 | 311 3.11
SPORT SHIRT, short sleeves,
cotton broadcloth, poplin
or twill
Atlantae--mecmememam—- A=3708 | (L/) 1.91 1.87 /) (L/) 1.87 L7 | (L) (/)
Baltimore-=e-=m=emm-n A-3700 | (B/) 1.97 1.97 L/} g/) 1.97 1.98 | (4/) (&/)
Chicago==emememmmca a-3704 | (T/) 1.86 1.8 &/) /) 1.99 1.99 | (@/) (L/)
Cincinnati- A-3704 | (L/) (s/) 1.77 @/) @/) 1.70 1.59 | (L/) (L/)
Detroit--=- A-3704 | (B/) (/) (/) L/) /) s/) 1.60 &I/ ) (L/)
Los Angeles A-3700 | (B/) T.79 1.79 /) (/) .75 1.75 /) (L/)
New York A-3700 | (L/) 1.76 1.69 /) (G/) 1.71 .61 | (4/) @/)
Philadelphia A-3708 | (B/) 1.93 1.99 (L/) ) 2,25 2.25 | (/) (L/)
St. Louis A-3700 | (B/) 1.77 1.77 (&/) (L/) 1.77 1.72 | (L/) &/)
8an Francisco A-3704 [ (L) 1.77 1.77 (&/) (&/) 1.77 1.87 | @) €/
SPORT SHIRT, long sleeves,
cotton broadcloth, poplin
or twill (A-370B) or
printed flannel (A-371)
Atlantam---mm-omeemnn A-370B | (1/) (4/) (L/) 2.09 2.09 /) /) 2,00 2,00
Balt imore-eememwemee A-370B | Z.33 (L/) (‘E/g 2.37 2.30 ?fo g/; 2.12 2.12
A-370B | 2,27 | (W) (%/. 2.38 2 | W) /) W/1.78 | WA.78
A=370B [ 2.31 z.3 (&/) 2.31 2.31 (&/) (&/) 231 |7 2.15
A-370B | 1.94 1.94 (&/) 1.94 1.94 T.o4 (L/) [W/A.63 |14/1.63
A-370B | 2.07 (L/) (/) 2,07 2.07 /) @) MWA.59 | I/1.59
A-370B | 1.98 (L/) (L/) 2.00 2,00 (L/) (L/) 2.00 |7 2.0
A-370B | 2.20 (L/) @/) 2,20 2,20 (L/) %/) 2.15 | 1k/1.84
A-370B | 2.07 (L/) (L/) 1.98 1.98 /) (5/) 1.98 |7 1.98
A=370B | 1.92 (&/) &/} 2.04 2.0k4 @) &/ |2/2.11 2.11

See footnotes on pege L7
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Table 2 -~ APPAREL: Average Retril Prices of Selected Cormodities and Scrvices,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Qusrisrly

C. EBOUS' APFABEL - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Iten and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
BRIFFS, cotton rib knit,
combed yarn

Atlanta=ereccmemmanae A-380 (1/) $ 0.59 % 0.59 3 0.59 3 0.5% ¥ C.60 $ 0.£0 | 3 0.60 $ 0.60
Baltimore-=e-==we--- A-380 | § 0.58 .58 o8 58 .£8 .58 .58 .58 .£5
Chicago=-====m==e=m= A-380 .65 .65, .65 .65 +65 .£5 65 .63 63
Cincinnatj---meer=e= A-380 .64 .62 .62 bl 62 61 £1 41 01

i A-380 .55 £6 56 .56 .56 .26 L6 € ok

A-380 .63 .63 .63 .62 €3 €3 63 .63 .£3

A-380 51 5L Sk Sk Sl ok 55 .£9 .£e

A-380 .6k .63 .63 6L Bl N L0 £ .£0

A-380 55 .55 55 W55 o£5 .55 55 .55 £

A-380 .59 +59 .57 .59 57 £ 57 58 .58

P. WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR

SPORT COAT, wool, full
length, fair workmanship,
with interlining (A-L10),
without interlining (A-L11]

Atlanta=--=--em-eemee a-410 | (1/) (u/) (/) 28.23 28.23 (L/3 (/) |2/29.94 | 28.71
Baltimore=-==------== a-lyo | 3T.97 (E/) L)) 31.97 30.16 (/) (L/) 31.88 | 29.76
T — 4-110 | 3L.06 {5/) (L/) (s/) (s/) (L/) %/) 31.26 | 30.12
Cincinnati-ee==w=-me-n A-j20 | 30.18 (%/) (&) 30.60 (/) (L/) (B/) 32,96 | (5/)
Detroit-mma--memecmn- A-llo | 28.91 (L/) (L/) 28.95 28.95 (E/) (E/) 15/30.76 | 28.97
Los Angeleg-=rm=mm==n A-l11 | 28.26 (E/) (L/) 27.k2 (5/) (B/) ( E/) 29.23 | 27.65
New York-=-=--==m-==c A-b10 | 29.12 (L/) %/) 1632,02 31.69 (&/) (L/) 32,06 | 28.58
Philsdelphinm=-==~==n A-410 | 29.95 (B/) /) 30.97 30.97 (L/) (L/) 21.1h | 29.03
St. Louig--=-=-mm--em A-410 | 26.10 (L/) (L/) 29.42 29.1;2 (L/) (L/) 28.72 | 28.61
San Francisco-=------ A<k | 29.80 &) (%L/) 29.89 29.90 /) (L/) 30,50 | 30.50
SPORT COAT, wool, full
length, clean workmanship
1/
Atlanta--=e==meeomeas L ——— - - e --= - (5/) (5/)
Faltimorgmmmman=nm=a-s A-l15 | --- - -—- - - - - L5.88 | L5.88
Chicago=m=mmmmmmmm-n= | a-las | -- -—- -— -—- — -— -— £0.85 | £0.85
Cincinnati-m=-=wmmm-n A-}1S | --- --- - --- -~- -— - 53.60 | 53.60
Detroit-emem—m—emcoan A-N15 | - - -—- - --- - --- 48.96 | L6.96
Los Angeles~-=====mwos A-l15 | ~-- ——— ——- ——- - -— - Lke53 | Lh.53
New Yorkmmm=mmm===onm 2115 | - -—- - -—- - -— -— sh.82 | ©3.,47
Philndelphiamm=mm==m= A1 | --- -—- -— -— -— -— - (s/) s/))
I 7T S —— A-415 | - -— --- ——- .- - -—- s3.7 | s3.7h
San Franciscoeese==-- A-115 ——— - -— — - - - L8.92 46.92
SUIT, 2 piece, wool, hard

finished fabriec (A-L30) or

soft finished fabrie "

(a-1431)
Alantam=mmmmmmenee—- A-L30 } (1/) (5/) (L/) L1.22 (s/) (5/) (L/) 39.96 | hl.22
Baltimore- A<h30 | 1371 L3.71 (L/) L0.71 (5/) p8LI.es (L/) 42,96 | L2.96

A-430 | k151 41.91 (B/)  |WA6.16 18.16 |~ 146.16 (L/) (5/) 49

A-l31 | (5/) (5/) (8/) [ 37.k8 37,48 (5/) (/) |2/38.98 [ 40.97
A-u30 | (5/) 3%5.93 (L/)  |2/38.18 (5/) 38.18 (L) | (/) (s/)
A-30 | 37.90 35.90 (5/) 37.91 (5/) 38.92 (L/) 12/37.39 | 37.39
A<30 | 28.08 39.35 (5/) 39.35 38.86 39.51 (L) |~ 38.36 [36.98
A-430 | 33.99 38.71 (%/) 39.95 39,95 39.95 (&/) 39.95
A-130 | 41.10 L1.58 (&/) 40.76 38.76 40,76 (L/) 39.60 | 39.96
- A-b30 | (5/) s/) (L/) 38.66 38.66 L1.40 @) 39.90 pAL.21

St. Louis-~-~
San Francisco-

See footnotes on page L7
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Table 2 - APPAREL:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commoaities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

D. WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR - Continued
1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SKIRT, wool, soft finished
fabric 23/
A-L50 -— - --- $5.73| $5.73 (L/) (/) | $5.98 | §5.98
A-LS0 -— -— -— 6.1k 6.14 (L/) (&/) 6.31 6.31
A-1450 — -— -— 6.37 6.37 (L/) (/) 6.1 6.1k
A-L50 -— - -— 6.72 6472 (L/) (L/) (5/) (5/)
A-L50 - -- -— 7.37 7.37 (L/) (L/) 7.18 717
A-450 - - -— 5.98 5.65 (&/) (B/) 5.82 5.98
2-450 .- ——- ~~— 5.80 5,80 (&/) (5/) 5.81 5.81
A-LT0 S --- ——— 7.30 7.30 (L/) &/} 7.31 7.31
A-LSO ——- -— —— 6.15 6.15 (L/) /) 6.15 c.78
A-L50 | --- - --- 6.48 6.u8 | (&) @/ 6.15 6.15
SKIRT, rayon and/or acetate,
straight or gored, clean
workmanship (A-4S5) or
fair workmanship (A-L56)7/
Atlanta--e--=-m-emun A-155 ——— $5.72 | $5.72 (5/) (g/) (/) (s/) k.92 L.67
Baltimore-«--=---=~ A-456 --- (5/) L.99 .32 3098 | 53:88 | § 3098 3.82 3.98
chicago ------------- A-)JSS el )-l097 h~97 5017 5017 5-17 5-17 5-36 &/3.99
Cincinnatime===-==u- A-L55 -— S.48 5.48 5.48 5.8 5.48 S.48 5.7k S.7h
S R A-USS --- 5.46 S.72 5.72 5.72 S.72 (5/) |2u/3.58 | 21/3.58
Los Angeleg===-===== A-USS -—- 14,58 k.79 k.79 L.79 L.99 L599 4.95 k.59
New York--—wweecawaw A‘LSé it (5/) 3082 3-9h 3-9’-& 309h 3-9)4 2/3-98 3098
Philadelphia==--===== A-Li56 -— (5/) 17 k.17 4.37 Le37 L.37. | 2/3.98 3.96
St. Louis--~====----- A-LS6 - (5/) (5/) (5/) 3.7 3.98 (s/) | 2/3.78 3.98
San Franciscomem=ew- A-L55 - 515 5.5 5.15 5.15 5.15 .15 h.98 L.81
BLOUSE, rayon and/or acetate
crepe, or nylon tricot 25/
Atlanta--me-esameene A-L61 - --- —— ——- --- --- -~ — 2.98
Balt imorg~==me=-=-e A-L61 --- - -—- --- - -— — 3.79 3.79
Chicagom=rmmmmmemman A-L61 --- --- --- -—- --- -—- -— 3.31 3.31
Cincinnatie==mmmenmn A-U61 - - --- . ——- --- -—- (5/) (5/)
Dotroit—--e--- A-L61 -— --- ——— 3.L7 3.L7 3.47 3.3 3.6L 3.6h
Los Angeles A-libL —-—- ——— -— 2.98 2.98 3.15 2.98 3.15 3.15
New York--- A-}61 --- --- -—- --- - - 3.h1 3.1 3.1
Philadelphia AL61 -—- -— - --- - 4.23 L.23 L.23 k.23
St. Louis=--- A-L61 - -—- -—— 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.15 3.15
San Francisco=—w---- A-L6L —— -— -—- ——— -— -—- -— 3.82 3.48
STREET DRESS, wool, 1 piece
Atlanta-----=-=-=u=- A-lgo | (1/) (L/) (L/) 17.22 (5/) (L/) (/) 16.L8 16.48
A-L90  [517776 (L/) (L/) 18.96 20.96 T/) (&/) 18.37 18.17
A-h90 | 17.13 (L/) (L/) (5/) (s/) (&/) (L/) |2615.93 15.94
A-490 | 18.37 (/) (L/) 18.17 17.91 (L/) (L/) 17.57 17.77
A-190 | 17.76 (L/) (L/) 16.97 | 16.13 (%/) (/) 12/15.97 16.17
A-190 | 18,72 (5/) (L/) (5/ 19.72 (L/) (&/) 20,5k (s/)
A-b90 | 18.33 (5/) (L/) [27/26.80 f 17.22 | (L/) @) | 16.92 | 1651
A-490 [ 15.56 (L/) (L/) 16,56 | 16,56 | (L/) @) | 15.96 (/)
A-h90 | 20.10 (L/) (L/) 20.10 19.27 (&/) (L/) 19.27 18760
San Francisco------- A-490 | 15.32 (L/) (%/) 15.32 15.32 (&/) (L/) 15.92 15.72

See footnotes on page L7
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Table 2 - APPAREL: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

D. WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec. - -
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
STREET DRESS, cotton,
1 piece
Atlanta-=-e=eeememen A-h95 (b/) | &8.76 {28/% 9.69 (h/) (L] $9.37 | $9.09 (/) (L/)
Balt imore—~--—-~-=-- A-495 g/ ; 8.u6 |~ 8.7% (£/) (L/) 9.13 9.13 (B/) (5/)
B R — A-Li9S / 8.07 8.07 (L/) (&/) 8.10 8.10 (L/) (G/)
Cincinnati-e~=ew-=== A-L9s @/) 9.57 9.57 (&/) (T/) | 2/9.22 9.22 (L/) /)
Detroitmemmmmmemm—— A-L9S &) | ) (s/) L) (L/) 9.57 9.97 &/} (L/)
Los Angeles——-=--== A-9S (L) 8.55 855 (/) (L/) 8.9 8.95 &/ (%/)
L O — A-455 /) 7.95 7.95 (L/) (L/) | 29/8.59 8.38 (L/) (L/)
Philadelphia~-=m-=--- A-L95 &/) 8.52 8.52 (B/) (L/) |39/8.16 8.16 (%/) (B/)
St. Louig-e=w-=me-me A-495 (T/)) (5/) 8.30 @) (L/) 7.47 8.30 (L/) (&/)
San Francisco-==-=-= A-195 (/) 835 8.35 (E/) (L/) {31/8.12 8.29 L/) L/)

HOUSE DRESS, printed per-
cale, 1 piece

Atlanta---eeeeemve-a A-198 (1/) 3.18 2.98] §2.95] %2.95 3.11 331 1 3331 ¢330
A-198 | § 3°L8 3..8 3.48 3.k5 3.45 3.45 3.LS 3.5 3.45
A-1;98 3.61 3.61 3.61 3.58 3.58 3.58 3.58 3.25 3.25
A-L98 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.3¢ 3.38 3.35 3.3 3.3
A-L498 3.18 3.18 3.1 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10
A-}98 2.95 2.96 3.03 3.02 2,95 3.06 3.06 3.06 3.06
A-198 3.9 3.53 3.53 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50
A-L38 3.32 3.32 3.28 3.2 3.42 3.k2 3.2 3.k2 3.h2
A-L98 2.94 2,95 2.92 2,89 2.89 2.89 2.89 2.89 2.89
A-L98 3.2 3.2k 3.20 3.30 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35

E. WOMEN'S UNDERWEAR ‘AND ACCESSORIES
NIGHTGOWN, rayon or rayon/
scetate crepe (A-520) or
acetate tricot (A=522)

Atlanta A-520 /) 3.58 32| 3.2 3.38 | 3.39 3.39 3.39 -
A-522 -=- -, - - --- -—- -—- 3.18 3.18

Baltimore= A-520 3.63 3.63 3.63 3.63 3.63 3.65 3.65 3.65 3,65

Chicago--- A-520 3.69 3.69 3.55 3.55 3.55 3.55 3.55 3.55 .55

Cincinnati A-520 3.98 (s/) /) /) 3.98 3.98 --- - -
A-522 -—- - -== -=- --- --- 2.98 2.98 2.98

Detroit A-520 3.1 3.78 3.78 3.78 3.78 3,78 — ——— —
A-522 — ——= - --- --= - 3.17 3.7 3.37

Los Angeles--=--=~== 4-520 1 3,59 3.38 (s/) 3.59 3.59 3.58 - - -
A-522 - -—- == - -—- --- 3.21 3.3 3.31

New York--—weee—ec-- A-520 3.45 3.38 3.55] 2/3.la 3. 3.0 . - ——
A-522 - -—= ~—- ——- -—- - 2.84 2,70 2.8L

Philadelphin~—=m=- A-520 3.81 3.8 3.61 3.8 3.81 3.65 --- - -—
A-522 === === - == - - 3.37 3.37 3.37

St. Louig~-sss-mm- - A-520 3.L8 3.48 3.48 3.48 3.8 3.13 3.13 — -—-
A-522 — -~ -—- ~-- - --- --- 3.15 3.15

San Francisco------- A4-520 3.57 3.58 3.38 3.38 3.38 3.38 3.38 - —~——
A-522 - --- - - - -—- -—- 3.56 3.56

See footnotes on page L7
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Table 2 ~ APPAREL:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly
E. WOMEN'S UNDERWEAR AND ACCESSORIES - Continued

1952 1953 195
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SLIP, rayon or rayon/acetatd
crepe, tailored (A-530)
or trimmed (A~531) 2/
A-530 (1/) | $3.37 $3.37 (5/) (s/) (5/) (s/) (s/) (/)
A-530 | $ 207U 2.7 2.7k f $2.7h | g2.7h| s2.7h | g2iTh | $2°7h $2.L
A-530 2,49 2,49 2.61 2.61 /) (/) —— -— -—
A-531 -—- ——- -—— -— — -— 2.98 3.32 3.32
4-530 2.85 2.85 2.85 2.85 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10 3.10
4-530 2,79 2.59 2.59 2.59 2.59 2.59 -—- = -
A-531 - -— —— - ——a - 3.65 3.65 3.65
A530 | 2.3 | 2.98 | 6| el et = | -
A-531 -—- —— = -— - -— 3.39 3.39 3.39
A-530 2,69 2.59 2,59 2.9 2.49 2,49 | 2/2.58 2.58 2.58
A-530 2,79 2.79 2,79 2.81 2.81 2.81 | Z/2.86 2.86 2.86
A-530 2.79 2.79 2.79 2.79 /) s/} - - ---
A-531 -—— -—— -— -— - - 3.65 3.65 3465
A=530 2,88 3.08 3.08 (s/) (7)) /) - - -
A-531 -—- -— - -— == == 5/} 3.32 3.32
SLIP, nylon tricot,
tailored 7/
Atlanta~-=-e-cerevac A-532 -—- L6 L.L6 L.66 Le66 L.66 L.66 L.66 L.66
A-532 — L.96 Le76 L.76 L.76 Le76 L6 h76 he76
A-532 — L.72 Le6k L6k L6k 6k L.6l k.16 k.16
A-532 —— 5.34 5.3h g.34 L.8y k.71 L.h6 L.hé L.k6
A-532 -—— L.57 4.57 L.57 h.S7 L.37 L.37 4.37 L.37
A-532 -— L.50 k.50 Lou7 L.L7 L.L7 L.b7 L7 L.L7
A-532 - L2 L2 L.l2 L2 k39 L.11 k.21 k.11
A-532 ——— L7 b6k Le63 L4.80 k.79 k.79 Le79 be79
A-532 -—— L.u6 heli6 Loké Loki6 L.k Lok Lelis Lobé
A-532 —— L.69 L.ké holi6 Loli6 L.k Lok6 L.k6 h.29
A-536 /) .87 .87 92| 2/.87 87 .87 .81 79
A-536 .18 .76 <76 .76 .76 «76 .76 J75 .75
Chicagoe~cevacacncas A'536 . 71J o713 <13 o713 <73 «73 o713 <73 «73
Cincinnati-eesceeweu A=536 .81 «81 «81 .81 +81 .81 .81 .81 .81
Detrojtecemc—cecacan A-536 .82 82 .82 .82 .82 .80 .80 79 79
Los Angelea --------- A'536 «13 o717 o717 « 79 .79 .75 o717 -75 -75
New York-=ww-sec--ame A-536 .70 .70 .70 2/.72 .72 72 .72 72 T
Philadelphia-m=m---- A-536 .82 .80 .80 .80 .85, .85 .85 .81 .81
St. louige-e—cucauu- A=536 .83 .82 .82 .82 «82 +80 «80 .80 <79
8an Francisco~-===-= A-536 .82 .83 . .84 .8y .8k .82 .81 .81
HOSE, nylon, 51 gauge, 15
denier, manufacturerts
brands, nationally adver-
tised
Atlanta-<eweecemcean A=560 (1/) 1.36 1.36 1.36 134 1.34 1.34 1.34 1.34
Balt imorew~=~=cece=e A=560 1537 1.37 1.1 1.h1 1.1 1.38 2/1.42 1.39 1.39
Chicago~===wm~=mmnm= A-560 1.42 142 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 | T 1.50 1.35 1.35
Cincinnatis-eee-unan- A-560 LbL L.k 1.Lk 1.ub LUk 1l 1.38 1.38 1.38
Detroitesme~cccmceaaa A-560 1.50 1.42 1.h2 .42 1.2 1.39 1.39 1.35 1.30
Los Angelese=--~m==m A-560 1.5% 145 1.42 1.h2 1.2 133/1.18 1.16 1.16 1.16
New Yorke-==-e=e-eenas A-560 L.k 1.uk .k 1.hk yhN 1.1 1.1 1.38 1,38
Philadelphig==~~---~ A-560 1.46 1.6 1.L6 1.li6 1.6 146 1.l2 1.h2 1.2
St. Louig=wecwancens A-560 1.4k 147 147 147 1.50 1.l L.hky 1.4k 141
San Francisco=-=~-~= A-560 1.56 1.56 1.56 1,50 1.50 1.kl 1.38 1.37 1l

See footnotes on page L7
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L3

Table 2 - APPAREL: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195, Quarterly

E. TTOMEN'S UNDER™EAR AND ACCESSORIES - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec_.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept., Dec.
HOSE, nylon, 51 gauge, 15
denier, manufacturer's or
distributor's brands, not
nationally advertised
Atlantae-mmmmee———-- A=561 /) $ 0.87 $0.8,f 80.93 $ 0.83] $ 0.83 $0.83 1 3 0.8 | 2 0.8
Baltimore==we~ee-we-- A-561 | $ 1,04 1.04 1.06 1.04 1,04 1.04 1.04 1.04 9L
Chicago=e~=-=m=cemu= A-S61 1.02 1.05 1.00 .98 95 .98 9k &/1.13 _3_&/1.13
Cincinnatiee-ee~ce-e A-561 .95 .95 .95 .83 o717 77 .82 .82 .79
Detroiteec--momemnne A-5€61 1,06 1.06 1.06 (g/) (2/) 34/1.15 &/1.1).1 3u/1.h [34/1.16
Los Angeles---~---~-- 4-56) 1.20 1.20 1.15 1.11 1,08 |35/ .98 «95 134/1.18 |3L/1.16
New Yorke==-ce=em=as A-561 1.01 1.00 1.00 .98 .98 1.00 1,00 [T .96 | .93
Philadelphia-------- A-561 .95 .95 .95 .93 93| (5 R )
St. Louig=~=-~=emmom - A-561 1.07 1.07 1.07 1.05 99 «95 «95 <95 98
San Francisco==~==«= A-S61 1.17 1.1 1.10 1.07 } 1.02 g/l.zo _33/1.18 3_)4/1.18 &/1.18
GLOVES, "double woven"
cotton
Atlantamee-emmmamaan A=580 (1/) 2.24 2.32 2.28 2.29 2.29 2.29 2.37 2.37
Baltimore-===—e~=x=- A-580 (7/) 2,20 2.20 2.15 2,15 2.15 2.1% 2.15 2.15
Chicago=emememmramax A-580 7/) 1.99 1.99 1.99 1.99 1.99 1.99 1.99 2,06
Cincinnati-ecam—onas A-580 7/} 2.49 2.68 2.68 2.68 2.68 2.68 2.68 2,68
Detroite——remeee—e=-m A-580 2539 2.39 2.39 2.39 2.39 2.39 2.39 2.39 [36/1.99
Los Angeles~=-—-ma=e 4-580 2.07 2,07 2.07 2,15 2.18 2.15 2,15 2,08 |7 2.08
New York-e—e=e-ceee- A-580 2.40 2,40 2,40 2,40 2.40 2.0 2,40 2.40 2.L0
Philadelphias~===-e-w A-580 (1/ ) 2.09 2,09 2.09 2.09 2.09 2.09 2.09 2.09
St. Louise-=-me-mmua A-580 2.56 2,56 2,56 2.56 2.56 2.56 2.56 2.56 2.56
San Franciscow=---e- A-580 2,78 2.72 2,72 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78 2.78
F. GIRL'S APPAREL
DPANTIES, cotton knit,
untrimmed
Atlantgmememcecncaan A=660 (1/) 053 055 056 '57 057 ¢57 057 »57
Baltimoree====---=-= A-660 55 5L 55 55 55 55 .55 55 55
Chicago=mm=-===na= A-660 55 55 .55 .55 55 .55 55 +55 55
Cincinnatime—me—eeus A-660 50 .50 .50 «50 .50 «50 .50 .50 «50
Detrojtesameccccaaan A=660 61 .61 o61 .61 61 61 61 61 61
los Angeles------'--- A“66° 055 -53 053 053 053 ~53 -53 -53 053
New York~eeceweecnas A-660 56 +56 W56 «56 57 oSk 53 Sk +56
Philadelphife—e=uame A-660 65 «65 65 «65 +65 65 +65 .65 +65
8t. Louig=e~=ccncaca A‘66o 057 057 -59 057 057 057 o57 057 —57
San Francisco=-=--=-- A-660 57 56 56 .56 56 +56 .56 .56 56
ANKLETS, cotton, combed
yarn '
Atlantae-meescedcan" A-670 (1/) «36 37 37 <37 37 <37 37 37
Baltimore---=~m==-==a= A-670 <38 .38 «38 .38 .38 »38 .38 .38 .38
Chicago----------- A‘67o -36 -36 '36 036 038 -38 -38 036 .36
Cincinnati«e=eeacaaw A-670 36 36 <36 .36 «36 <36 W37 37 <37
Detrojt=--mea-mceeme A-670 .38 .38 .38 .38 «38 .38 .38 37 37
los Angeles--=--~=-=-- A-670 34 .3b 34 3 34 34 «3b 3L 3L
New Yorke---ceweca-a A-670 .35 W34 .3l 36 .36 <36 36 .36 <36
Philadelphigee=s~=e= A-670 37 37 37 37 «37 «37 - <37 39 <39
St. louig=remmancaca A-670 0311 -321 oBb 03)4 03!6 -3& v3h -311 03h
San Francisco=m=w=— A-670 37 37 37 37 37 37 37 37 37

See footnotes on vpege 47
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Table 2 - APPAREL:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly

G. INFANTS' WEAR AND YARD GOODS
1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
DIAPERS, cotton gauze, per '
dogen
Atlanta -=--e---—-—=- | A-840 | /) [$3.83 | 83,88 |$3.8: |[$3.66 | $3.48 [$3.68 [$3.68 |8 3.68
Baltimore =«——we——waw A-8LO $ 3.95 3.96 3.95 3.92 3.50 3.50 3.75 3.7 3.75
Chicggo ~wewememmeve= A-8L40 3.7 3.72 3.71 3468 3.36 3.36 3.53 3.51 3.9
Cincimnati ~-------e= | A-840 3.70 3.7 3.7h 3.7 3.7 3.33 3.48 3.8 3.58
Detroit =--r-eecce-ee A-8L40 3.87 3.95 3.95 3.92 3.58 3.50 3,75 3.75 3.75
Los Angeles """"" A-&lo 3065 3061 3-'46 30‘17 3-28 3018 3039 3030 3.39
New York =--ceec=eve- A-8LO 3.62 3.70 3,70 3.68 3040 3435 3.46 3.46 3.k9
Philadelphia --====~- A-840 3.72 3.79 3479 3.76 3.54 3.16 3464 3.64 3.6k
St. louis ===-cecoaee A-840 3.1 3.74 3.7k 3.71 3.38 3.38 3.5k 3.49 3.h9
San Francisco ===-=--= A-8L0 3.40 3.k3 3.5 3.38 3.32 3.24 3.28 3.28 3.28
ACETATE TAFFETA, 39" wide,
per yard
Atlenta -=-- A-800 /) T2 .69 .70 .70 .70 .70 67 67
Baltimore - A-800 «76 <76 <76 .76 «76 73 <76 76 N
Chicago A-800 . -6l -6l Ol . .6l .66 66 66
Cincinnati ---cec-eca 4-800 67 67 «67 67 67 67 67 67 47
Detroit ——c-cccccocca A'eoo 069 -69 ~69 069 -70 o67 067 n67 .67
Los Angeles ~---=—-cm A-800 62 «62 .58 .62 .62 61 61 61 61
New York —-e-ve=ecae= A-800 .73 »70 g1 o1 o 66 +68 68 .68
Philadelphia ======== A4-800 67 67 %67 .67 67 «67 67 67 67
St. Louis ——weew—cecen A-800 «80 +80 .80 .80 +80 «80 .70 .80 .80
San Francisco -=ewe==- A-800 o-"-l o'"l '7h o?h 076 076 76 .76 .76
PERCALE, 36" wide, per yard
Atlanta ~eo-v--eecene 4-810 (2/) «51 51 .51 9 an L9 s b9
Baltimore -----ec-ce- A-810 053 053 -55 055 -55 055 -55 .55 »55
Chicago ===-==-=-=-== | A=810 50 «50 «50 50 .50 .50 50 +50 °50
Cincinnati =--------- A-810 L5 L3 43 43 43 Nh u3 A3 A3
Detroit «-ee-vacecews A-810 .51 «51 .53 53 .53 .51 49 «51 51
Los Angeles —e---=-=- A-810 L9 oh9 L9 L9 49 48 A8 A7 .18
New York «-wcescscacca 4-810 051 051 051 051 051 051 051 051 051
Philadelphia -====-=e | A-810 .53 53 .53 .53 .5k .52 .52 52 .52
St. Louis we-ccmecaca A-810 k9 A9 o9 0)49 W49 -’49 oh9 v,l9 0'49
San Francisco --=~==e 4-810 .53 .53 .53 <53 .53 .53 .53 .53 53

See footnotes on pege L7
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Table 2 - APPAREL: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities. December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

H. FOUTWEAR
1952 1953 1954
Iten and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec,
OXFORDS, men's, calf upper,
Goodyear welt
Atlanta~-----=m---=- A-700 (1/) | % 12.95| % 13.20| $ 13.20|$ 13.20 |$ 12.95 | & 12,95 |§ 12.95 | $ 12.95
Baltimore=~---===v=- A-700 | $ 13.34 13.34 13.45 13.70 | 13.95% 13.95 13.95 | 13.95 13.95
Chicago~-- 4-700 13.31 13.31 13.89 .23 | 137 1,37 14.37 | 13.9k 13.94
Cincinnati-- A-700 11.9% 11.95 11.95 12.45 | 12.15 12.45 12.L5 | 12.20 12.20
Detroit=-=-- 4-700 16435 16.35 16.60 16.60 | 16,60 16.60 16.70 | 16.70 16.70
Los Angeles- A-700 11.72 11.72 11.95 11.95 | 11.95 11.95 11.95 | 12.12 12,12
New York---- A-700 14.87 1,87 15.11 13,77 | 13.77 13.77 13.77 | 13.77 13.77
Philadelphia-- A=700 13.20 13.L45 13.70 13.70 | 2/13.55 13,55 13.55 | 13.55 13.55
St. Louig=-==-=-=--- A-700 11.53 11.55 11,74 1.7k | T11.7h | 2/22.53 12,53 | 12.34 12.34
San Franciscom--=--- A-700 (5/) 14.06 1.2k 1 | 2k 14.54 .54 | 14.5L 4.5k
OXFORDS, men's, kip upper
(A-702) or side upper
(A~703), Goodyear welt
J X5 Y D ——— A-T02 (1/) 6.72 6.97 6.97 6.97 6.97 6.87 6.87 7.17
Baltimore=-=-==v-=-- A-702 (5/) (5/) (5/) 8.21 8.21 8.h5 8.4S 8.21 8.21
Chicagoms—mwummem=m= 2703 (/) 7.83 754 8.35 8.28 8.28 8.28 8.Lh 8.Lk4
Cincinnati---------- A-702 ¢/) 8.6k 8.k6 | 37/8.56 |  8.56 8.56 8.56 | 8.56 8.56
Detroit=men=m-mmmm=— A-703 7.65 7.80 7.90 7.95 7.95 7.95 7.95 7.95 7.95
Los Angeles--------~ £-702 9.4k 9.Lk 9.l | 2/9.5k 9.5k 9.5k 9.5k 9.55 9.55
New Yorke-=-===---== A-702 (5/) (s/) (5/) 8.95 | 2/9.15 9.08 9.08 | 9.08 9.08
Philadelphig=~----== A-703 B.3L 815 | 2/7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96
St. Louigmm~mmm=m-un A-702 9.71 9.71 9.97 | 38/9.36 9.36 9.36 9.36 9.36 9.36
San Francisco------- 4-703 7.72 7.79 7.70 | 72/7.79 7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96 7.96
"ORK SHOES, men's, high,
elk upper, Goodyear welt
Atlanta~----=mmmm—m- A-T10 (e¥))] 6.48 6.58 6,58 6.87 6.87 7.07 7.07 7.07
Baltimore=--=a-===-n A-710 7.31 7.32 7.32 7.32 7.32 7.32 7.32 7.32 7.32
Chicagomm=mm==mmmmemm A-710 (s/) 6.94 6.94 6.9L 6.9L 6.94 6.4 7.06 7.06
Cincinnatiee=me=-=-= A-710 Toh2 7.45 7.20 7.45 75 7445 7.45 7.20 7.20
Detroit---ec-mem-coa 4710 7.66 7.68 7.68 7.68 7+68 7.60 7.60 7460 7.60
Los Angeles~=m—wmw=n= A-710 7.79 7.79 7.79 7.79 7.79 7.79 7.79 7.80 7.80
New York-—==-======m A-710 7.3k 7.30 7.30 7.30 7.30 7.30 7.30 7.30 7.38
Philadelphigwm=m=n=m A-710 7.95 7.97 7.97 7.97 7.97 7.97 7.97 7.97 7.97
St. Louig=~w-ween~=-= A-710 7.85 7.86 7.94 7.94 7.94 7.94 T+94 7.94 794
San Francisco==----- A-710 7.60 7.62 7.62 7.62 7.62 7.62 7.485 7.L5 7.45
RUBBERS, men's, sandal or
storm type
Atlant am-mmmmm-moma- A-T18 /) /) (L/) (L/) 2.18 (L/) L/) (L/) 2.23
Baltimore---------~ A-718 7.2k (L/) (B/) (%/) 2.35 %) (L/) (L/) 2.1k
Chicagommmm==mmmm=n= A-718 2.38 (/) (L/) (L/) 2.38 (/) @) (/) 2.50
Cincinnati-~----==== A-718 2,20 (L/) (L/) (L/) 2.20 (&/) /) (%/) 2,26
Detroit=mmmmmmmmmemn A-718 2.40 (L/) &/) (L/) 2.35 (B/) (5/) (&/) 2.5L
Los Angelege=-==---== A-718 2.26 (L/) (&/) (8/) 2.47 (L/) &) (L/) 2.5k
New York-=wemwmnn-mnn A-718 2.25 (L/) (L/) (L/) 2.25 (L/) / (L/) 2.50
Philadelphia=am==== A-718 2.31 /) ®@/) /) 2.31 (L/) (L/) (L/) 2.32
St. Louig===-=-=--=m A-718 2.27 (5/) (L/). (L/) 2.27 G/) (L/) (&/) 2.35
San Francisco===-=--= A-718 2.1l &/ /) (&/) | 2/2.26 @/) &) /) 2.38

See footnotes on page L7
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Table 2 - APPAREL: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly

H. FOOTWEAR -~ Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
OXFORDS, women's, calf or
kid upper, Goodyear welt
Atlanta--~—--- ———n— 4-730 (/) |$ 11.20 $ 12.20§$ 11,20 (¥ 11.20 ¢ 11,204 § 11.20 $ 11.20| § 11.20
Baltimore=====e=-- - 4-730 | $ T0.35 1035 10.35| 10.35 10.35 10.35% 10.35 10.35 10.35
Chicagoswwe=wmvereves A-730 11 11144 10.69] 10.69 | 10.69 10.69 10.69 10,94 10.94
Cincinnati==we-----= A-730 11.45 | 1145 11.45] 11.45 11.45 1LLS | 11.45 11.L5|  11.LS
Detroitecemem—-ceec- A-730 11.62 11.62 11.95{ 11.95 12,45 11.95 11.96 11.96 11.96
Los Angelese=—-==wv= A-730 1.1 11.14 11.14| 11.34 11,2 11.14 11.14 1.1k 1.4
New York-~weeee~me—e A-730 9.75 9.75 9.75 9.75 9.75 9.75 10.15 10.15 10,15
Philadelphig=w====== A-730 11.20 11,20 11.20] 11.20 11.20 11.20 11.20 11.20 11.20
St. Louig~~m-=wmmwem A=730 10.70 10.70 10,70} 10.78 10.78 10.78 10.78 10.78 10,78
San Francisco------= A-730 9.5L 9.54 9.5  9.55 9.55 9.55 9.55 9455 9.55
PUMPS, women's, calf upper,
cement process, leather
outsole
Atlanta-—-------=-e A-T3L | Q) 8.13 8.13| 8.13 8.30 | 39/8.36 8.36 8.17 8.17
Baltimpre-=e~======= A-73L 8.70 8.70 8.70] 8.95 8.95 8.95 8.95 |- 8.95 8.95
Chicago=m-me--=mou=n A-734 | (8/) (s/) 8.19] 8.20 8.20 8.20 8.20 8.69 8.69
Cincinnati----==-=-= A-73L 9.l 9.45 9.45]  9.k5 9.45 9.L5 9.L5 9.L5 9.48
Detrojte-eeeecomcana A-73) 7.62 7.80 7.80 7.79 7.79 779 7.79 7.79 7.79
Los Angeles---=-=-= A-734 9.94 9.9k 10.14{ 10.14 10.14 10.1h | 10.14 10.14 9.9k
2-734 7.61 7.61 745 7445 7.61 3/7-35 7.35 7.36 7.36
A-734 8.62 8.62 8.62 8.62 8.96 8.96 8.96 8.96 8.96
A-T34 9.61 9.61 9.61 9.61 9.61 9.61 10.11 10,11 10.11
A-73L | (8/) 9.3k 9.3k 9.54 9.54 9.5k 9.5k 9.5h 9.5L
PLAY SHOES, women's, elk or
suede, split upper, com-
position outsole
Atlantae=—-mc-cmcuca A"?ho (l/) '4439 '-1-39 h-39 h039 ho?a h-79 hn99 hv99
Baltimore=s===w=s=== A-740 L.97 Le97 497 k.97 L.97 L.97 | 2/ke81 L.81 L.81
Chicagom=mmm-m==cnu= A-740 3.86 3.86 (/) | (/) 5/ (/) /) (5/) (s/)
Cincinnati----==-=~- A-7L0 3.79 3.79 3.79 3.99 399 3.99 3.99 3.99 3.99
A-7h0 L.81 L.82 L. 82 Le81 L.81 L.81 L.81 L.81 L.u8
A-T40 L48 | L8 | hO/LSY|  L.a19 1.19 3.99 | 3.99 3.99]  3.99
A-740 L.15 L.15 L.15 L.18 2/h.k2 Lok2 Leh2 3.99 L.13
A-7L40 5.30 £.30 5.30 5.30 S.u7 S.L7 5.63 5.63 563
A-740 L.97 L.97 L.97 L.97 Le97 L.97 L.97 L.77 Le77
A-740 L.15 3.98 3.98 3.99 3.99 3.82 3.82 3.99 3.99
OXFORDS, children's, elk or
side leather upper, syn~
thetic outsole, 3-sole
stitchdown (A-760) or
Goodyear welt (A-761)
A-760 | (1/) Le55 LS5 L4.63 L.63 L.63 L.63 L.63 L.63
A-761 5.48 5.36 5.L8] 2/2.65 5465 S.k9 59 5.54 5.5L
A-760 k.2 L.2L Le2k| = L.b7 L7 L.bL7 L.b7 L6l L.6L
A=761 5.08 $.08 5.08 5.08 5.08 5.08 5.08 5.1 g.1h
A-760 L.86 L.86 486 5.06 g/h.SS L.88 L4.88 k.97 k.97
A-760 b7 L.L8 Le28 L.L8 kb8 L.68 L.98 L.98 5.17
A-T61 LeT2 L.77 be77 he77 Le77 Le77 Le77 L.75 ko785
A-761 535 £.35 S.48| 5.10 5.10 .10 5.10 5.18 5.18
A~760 L.61 Le72 heT2 4.88 L4.88 L.88 L.88 L.97 L.97
San Francisco=-w--n=- A-T60 Lokl L.kl Lol k.56 L.60 L4.60 L.67 L.69 L.69

See footnotes on page L7
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Table -2 - APPAREL: Averzge Retzil Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1992 tc December 195L, Quarterly

il. FOOT"EAR - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec, March June Sept, Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
SHOE REPAIES, half soles
and heels for men's strest
shoes, fine grade (A-790)
or prime grade (A-791)i1/
A=790 (1/) 2.8 $2.80! 52.82 $2.81 | $2.82 $2.81 $2.81| §2.82
A-790 { $ Z2.51 2,51 2.51 2,51 2,51 2.51 2.51 2.54 2.5L
A-790 3.6 3.L6 3.L6 3.46 3.46 3.6 3.6 3.46 3.52
A=791 (s/) (5/) (c/) (5/) (s/) (/) 3.35 3.35 3.35
A-791 3.1 In 3. 3.11 J.11 3.05 3.05 3,05 3.18
A-791 3.24 3.29 3.29 3.2% 3.29 3.31 3.35 3.3% 3.39
- A~790 2.h9 2.19 2.49 2.L9 2.h9 2.L9 2.49 2.h9 2.49
Philadelphiaw—m=~=- A-790 2.58 2.58 2.58 2.58 2.56 2,56 2,56 2.54 2.5
St, Louis-------=- - £~790 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 3.23 2.23
San Francisco----- - A-791 3.35 3.L0 3.4L0 3.40 3.43 3.L3 3.l 3.L8 3.51
SHOE REPAIRS, heel 1ifts for
women's dress shoes L1/
Atlanta-- ————— A~796 (1/) «36 .36 .36 +36 36 «36 o3 36
Paltimore -- 2-796 40 .40 42 A2 L L2 A2 L2 J2
Chicago==== - £-796 .50 .50 .50 50 .50 .50 50 .50 .50
Cincinnati- - 1=796 .51 .51 L1 «S1 .51 .51 <51 .51 .51
Detroit-==m- - A-796 L2 L2 L2 L2 L2 W2 L2 42 k2
Los Anreles- - A-796 48 L9 L9 L9 L9 L9 49 L9 L9
New York--e==-- - A-796 L0 L0 40 40 40 L0 L0 L0 L0
>hiladelohia=-----~ 2-796 18 L8 L8 48 8 .18 .8 L6 .L6
St., Louis - A-796 L8 L8 L8 L8 L3 L8 .50 .50 .50
Sar. Franciscomm==== A-796 L9 .50 «50 .50 L5 L9 49 L9 49

24/ Price for A-k56.

25/ Quotations for blouses prior to the introduction of alternate specifi-
cation A~b61 in 1953 were for qualities that differed from store to store in
many cases.

_2_6/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
new samples were $17.41 in December 1952 and $16.92 in September 1954.

gl/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
nev samples were $18.33 in December 1952 and $17.33 in June 1953.

28/ Change in outlet sample. Aversges for outlets common to both old and
nev samples vere $8,76 in March 1953 and $9.57 in June 1953.

29/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
new samples were $7.95 in June 1953 and $8.20 in March 195h.

1/ Atlanta was priced on a different cycle prior to 1953.

2/ Change in cutlet sawple. Quotations from cutlets common to both old
and new samples showed no price change from preceding period.

}_/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
new samples were $60.56 in June 1953 and $61.18 in September 1953.

4/ Seasopal item not priced this month.

E/ Rumber of quotations for items conforming to specification
insufficient for publicetion of average price.

6/ Trousers of lighter weight material, 12-12} or./yd. instead of
13-1%F oz./yd. :

g/ Not priced prior to 1953.

/ Price for A=137.

Averages for outlets common to both old and

2/ Prices are for work trousers of cotton covert with weight of

32/ Change in outlet sample.

8 oz./sq. yd. Other details are as specified for A-170. nev samples were $7.91 in June 1953 and $8.16 in March 1954,
10/ Prices are for pejamas of broadcloth 100 or 112x60 and have 52 to 53 31./ Change in outlet sample, Averages for outlets common to both old and
yd.7do0z. nev samples were $8.35 in June 1953 and $8.55 in March 195h.

11/ Change 1in cutlet

sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and

new samples were $0.62 in June 1954 and $0.6k in September 195h.
12/ 11-11% oz. rayon/acetate gabardine instead of 14 oz, as specified.
E/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for stores common to both old and
new gsamples were $5.2% for June 1953 and $5.48 for September 1953.

14/ Price for A-3T1.
15/ Change in cutlet
new samples were $28.70
16/ Change in outlet
nev samples were $29,12

sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
for December 1953 and $28.66 for September 195k,
sample. Averagee for outlets common to both old and
1n December 1952 and $30.92 in September 1953.

/ Not priced before September 1954.

Py

T&/ Chenge in outlet
nev samples were $40.71

19/ Change in outlet
new samples were $42.40

20/ Price for A-431.

21/ Change in outlet
new samples were $39.95

22/ Change in outlet
nev samples were $38.66

sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
in September 1953 and $42.45 in March 195k.
sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
in March 1953 and $46.16 in September 1953.

sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
in December 1953 and $37.98 in September 1954.
sample, Averages for outlets common t0 both 0ld and
in March 1954 and $37.39 in September 195k,

23/ Not priced before September 1953.

}g/ Beginning June 1954, slips priced under A-530 include crepes specified
and also those with mixture of 10-12% nylon. At the same time, trimmed slips
of the same materials were introduced into pricing under alternate specifica-
tion A-531.

33/ Change in outlet sample. Aversges for outlets common to both old and
nev samples were $1.42 in December 1953 and $1.31 in March 195k,

3_k/ Price for 60 gauge, 15 denier.

35/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
new samples were $1.10 in December 1953 and $1.05 in March 195&.

6/ Price for “double woven” nylon.
'/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
new samples were $8.46 in June 1953 and $8.71 in September 1953.
Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
nev samples were $9.97 in June 1953 and $9.72 in September 1953.

32/ Change in cutlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and
nev samples vere $8,16 in December 1953 and $8.36 in March 1954,

}_0/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both 014 and
nevw samples were $4.48 in March 1953 and $4.7h 1n June 1953.

ﬂ/ Retail sales taxes on materials are included in the prices in cities in
which sales taxes are effective. (See appendix D)
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Table 3 - TRANSPORTATION:

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

1952 1953 195k,
Ttem and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
AUTOMOBILE TIRE, low
pressure, 6. 70x15 /2
T-300 (3/) 2l.19 2419 | 2419 2l.682 24,48 24.63 21,20 | 21.62
=300 3.7 | 23.73 23.73 | 23.73 24.28 2L.27 20.66 22.23 | 22.28
Chicago--—-—--=-=== T-300 24,07 | 2L.06 2L.06 | 2L 06 2L.61 258 2L.58 19.32 | 19.70
Cincinnatim===ee-em T-300 25.57 | 25.56 25.55 | 25.55 26.06 25.h9 21.90 22.12 | 23.2%
Detroite=mwemmeemm= T-300 2L.63 | 23.73 2462 ) 24.62 25.76 25.73 23.62 22,67 | 22.92
Los Angelege-———=mu T-300 24.66 | 2L.64 2L.6lk | 2L.53 25,81 25.78 20.99 21.10 | 21.77
New Yorke--eee—uwe- T-300 23.23 | 23.22 23,22 | 23.22 21,75 21.21 19.63 18.80 | 20.06
Philadelphigeeer=m T-300 22,81 | 22.81 22,81 | 23.8 243 241 2142 22,63 | 23.1
St. Louis-e=rme——o- T-300 2L.07 2l.06 2h.8s 2h.8L 25.41 25.38 20,02 24.23 k.03
San Francisco-w---- T-300 23.17 24.32 2h.32 24.32 2L.89 24.86 24.86 22.27 22.99
GASOLINE, regular, per gal.
2/
7-44,00 (37, «29 .29 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30
T-400 .27 .27 .28 .30 .29 .29 .29 .30 .30
T-400 .27 .28 .28 .29 .29 .29 .29 29 25
T-400 .26 .26 .26 .28 .28 .28 .27 .27 o2
T-4,00 .27 .27 .29 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30
T-4L00 .25 .27 27 .29 .28 .28 .28 .27 .27
7-4,00 27 .27 .28 .29 .29 .29 .29 .29 .29
T-400 .26 .26 .27 .28 .28 .29 .29 .29 .29
T-L00 .21 .26 .26 .27 .27 .27 .27 21 .20
T-400 .26 .28 .28 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30 .30
GASOLINE, premium, per
gal. 2/
Atlanta-------ouee-a =401 (3/) | 303 50,31 3032 | 5032 | 8o, 4 0. 5 0. 5 0.3
Baltimoge----- - 401 | 5 D.20 .29 .30 32 3|7 33 ;g il o:ig
Chicagodm—-n-- 7-1,01 .29 .30 .30 3 31 3 31 a1 31
Cincinnati------ T-401 .28 .28 .28 31 .31 .31 .30 .30 .39
Detroit---—-=a-- T-401 .29 .29 .31 .32 .32 .32 .32 .32 .32
Los Angeles- T-401 .28 .30 .30 31 31 3 .30 .30 .30
New York---- T-L01 .29 .29 .30 .31 31 .21 .31 .31 .31
T-4,01 29 .29 .29 +30 31 31 31 .31 .31
T-401 .23 .28 .28 .29 .29 .29 .29 2L .23
401 .28 3 W31 .2 .33 .33 .33 .33 .23
MOTOR OIL, regulsr (T-410)
or premium (T-Lll), per
quart 2/
tlsnte~-- T-L10 3/) .30 .30 .31 .31 . .
Baltimore~ T-410 .32 W32 32 -gé -;6 -g% .;”1[ -;':7l :;%
Chicago 2-410 ._;\'2 W32 34 .36 .36 .36 .36 L/.L5 L/.LS
I-h10 -30 +30 ol B B VAT B VAT WA I VAN B I VAY
T-410 37 <37 W37 .38 = .38 = .38 = .38 .38 .38
T-L11 L3 (s/) (s/) s L6 L L6 .h6 L6
Yew York T—Z..ll .39 (8/) 39 Lo A1 Ll A1 NA A3
“‘u.;mr'n -------- T-410 .30 30 30 .32 .32 W32 .32 .32 .32
St. - T-411 $39 (5/) L2 L3 A3 43 L3 43 A3
San irineiscommmmmm- T-411 b2 (5/) (5/) LS U7 L7 L7 L7 L7

See footnotes on page L9
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Teble 3 - TRANSPORTATTON: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities #nd Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quorterly - Continued
s 2 1y

1952 1
Item and city Spec. 23 195%
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
BRAKE RELINING 2/
Atlantaemmmmmmmme——— T-500 (/) 21.78 21,20 | 21.43 21.143 21,60 21.60 21.65 | 21.65
Baltimore-=-=====-m= 7-£00 (8/) 21.L3 22.24 | 22.66 22.66 22.6¢ 22.66 22.66 | 22.46
Chicago=m===m=no===m= T-500 (&/) 26.04 25.71 | 25.36 25.22 25.50 26.64 25.07 | 2h.2%
Cincinnati-e-em—m=—= T-500 (Z/) 25,59 25.6L | 25.76 258.76 26.0L 26.0k 26.0L | 26.37
Detroit---m-cemnew- T-500 (Z/) 22.21 22.84 22.97 23.3k4 23.87 23.87 22.%6 | 2u.T7
Los Angeles=-===m=m- T-£00 (/) 20.78 21.02 | 19.65 19,06 21.00 19.02 22,51 | 22.11
New Yorke--=======nv T-550 8/) 26.30 27.57 | 27.57 28.19 23.83 28.83 28,83 | 28.c5
T-50C (8/) 22.43 22,65 | 25.03 23.28 23.81 23.81 23,31 | 23.2
T-500 (/) 24.29 2Lo7h | 2l.7h 2487 17/26.L9 27.2h 27.49 | 27.L9
7-500 (&/) 25.16 23.57 | 23.71 25,05 |7 2h.23 23.56 25.12 | 25.12
CHASSIS LUBRICATION,
sutomobile
T-510 (3/) 1.12 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.1% 1,19 1.10
T-510 T.09 1.13 1.13 1.13 1.13 1.13 1.12 1.13 1.13
T-£10 1.50 1.50 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.5 1.56 1.5%
T-510 1.21 1.21 1.25 | 8/1.38 1.38 1.38 1.38 1.38 1.42
T-510 1.08 1.08 1.1 | 3/1.19 1.19 1.19 1.15 1.19 1.19
T-£10 1.25 1.29 1.33 | 3/1.31 1.31 1,31 1.31 1.31 1.31
T-510 1.4 141 1l 1.41 1.1 9/1.43 1.38 1,38 1.38
T-510 1.12 1,12 1.19 1.19 1.25 | T 1.z5 1,25 1.25 1.25
T-510 1.25 1.33 1.33 | 9/1.k 1.hk 1Lk 1.LL 1.4L 1.4
San Franciscom==-=-~- T-510 1.L6 1.50 1.50 | T 1.5, 9/1.50 1.50 1.%6 .£6 1.%6
STREETCAR FARE, cash, per
ride 10/
T-800 (3/) % 0.15 $ 0.15 $ 0.15 $ 0.15 $ 0.15 $0.15 | 3 0.15 $ 0.15
T-800 | $ 0.17 .17 W17 .17 .17 A7 .17 .18 .18
7-800 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
T-800 W17 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 «20
-800 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
T-800 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15
T-800 .08 .08 .08 .15 .16 .18 .15 .18 .15
T-800 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .18 .18 .18 .18
T-800 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
T-800 .15 .15 .15 .15 .18 .15 .15 .15 .5
7820 3/) .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15
T-820 .1 .7 W17 .17 .17 .17 .7 .18 .8
7T-820 +20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
T-820 17 .20 .20 +20 +20 +20 .20 .20 +20
T-820 .20 +20 +20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
Los Angelege=w==~=== T-820 .15 .18 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15 .15
New York--e--=ca-v== T-820 .10 .10 .10 .12 .12 Al A 1k b
Philadelphia===----- T-820 .15 .15 .15 .18 .15 .18 .13 .18 .18
St. Lounig==-=-===-- T-820 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20 .20
San Francisco~—---- T-5§20 .15 1€ .15 .15 .15 .18 .15 .15 W15

1/ Prior to September 195k, one tire was priced. Beginning September 195h4, the number of tires priced depended on the number of
tires most commonly sold to customers at one time. The price for more than one tire was converted to the price for one tire.

2/ Prices include all applicable Federal, State, and local taxes (See appendix D).

3/ Atlanta was priced on a different cycle prior to 1953. 4/ Price for T-kll, 5/ Regular grade only priced.

g/ Prior to 1953, information was obtained only from dealer repair shops.

7/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $25.2k in December 1953 and $25.57 in

March 195k.
8/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $1.31 in June 1953 and $1.38 in

September 1953.
/ Change in outlet sample. Quotations from outlets in both 0ld and new samples showed no price change from preceding period.

10/ T-800 includes fares for surface trolley, trolley coach, subway, and elevated train. In many cities, fares may be purchased for
cash per single ride (as published for 7800 and T-820) or fares may be purchased as multiple units by purchasing tokens or tickets, or
passes of various kinds. The cost of one ride under token, ticket, or pess purchases is usually less than the cash fare.
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Table L ~ MEDICAL CARE:

Average Retzil Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 1C Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
A. MEDICINE
PRESCRIPTION, NON NARCCTIC
dispensed (¥~100) or com~
pounded (M~110), per dozen
cspsules
stlanta ¥-100 | (1/) $1.02 | $0.90 | $0.92 | $0.96 |2 0.90 $1.02| $1.02| $1.09
Baltimore--- ¥-110 $ 0.85 .85 .85 +85 N .85 .85 .85 .85
Chicago M~100 +96 .96 «96 .96 .96 +96 «96 96 «96
Cincinnati. ¥-110 .8l A .8l 8L .8l 8L .8 .84 .84
Detroit ¥-100 3/.97 | 3/1.00 | 3/1.00 | 3/1.00 | 3/1.00 | 3/1.06 3A.06 | 3/1.06| 3/1.06
Los Angeles- ¥-110 | 371.22 | 3/1.22 | 3/1.22 | 3/1.29 | 3/1.29 | 3/1.29 3129 | 3/1.29 3/1.29
New York M-110 1.07 1.07 1.07 1. 1.07 1.12 1.12 1.12 1,10
Philadelphia =100 .8l W8 8L .8k 8l 91 91 .91 91
St. Louis M-100 o7 o7h o7l ok .78 .80 .80 .80 .80
San Francisco M-100 .86 .86 .86 .89 .89 «89 92 .92 .92
PRESCRIPTION, NARCOTIC
liquid, per 3 ounces
M-120 /) 1.18 1.18 1.18 1.18 | L/1.09 1.19 1.19 1.19
M¥-120 L .98 .98 .98 W98 |7 .98 .98 .98 .98
M-120 1.29 1.29 1.3L 1.3h 1.34 1.34 1.3k 1.3k 1.34
4-120 1.19 1.19 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25
%-120 | 3/1.08 | 3/1.08 | 3/1.08 | 3/1.08 | 3/1.08 | 3/1.15 3/2.15 | 3/1.18} 3/1.20
¥-120 | 3/1.20 | 3/1.16 | 3/1.16 | 3/1.22 | 3/1.2h | 3/1.2k 3.2 3121 3121
¥-120 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.09 1,09 1.09 .09 | T1.09¢ T 1.09
"hiladelphia=-=v==n-===- ¥-120 .95 .95 1.02 1.02 1.09 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.26
Ste LOUiS=-memwmcmamann =120 .92 92 1.05 1.05 1,08 1.05 1.05 1.11 1.11
San Francisco---------= M-120 1.11 1.11 .11 1.11 1.16 1.22 1,22 1.22 1.22
PRESCRIPTION, PENICILLIN,
per 24 tablets
Atlanta ¥-130 | (1/) 3.36 3.2k 3.2 3.24 | 5/3.06 3.12 2.62 2.62
Baltimore~-- M-130 2.61 2,61 2.61 2.61 2.61 2.61 2.61 2.61 2,43
Chicago i-130 3.8 3.h1 3.321 3.31 3.31 3.31 3.31 3.29 3.29
Cincinnati--- ¥-130 2,84 2.8 2.8l 2.8k 2.84 2.84 2,84 2.84 2.84
Detroit M-130 | 3/3.31 | 3/2.95 | 3/2.95 | 3/2.9¢ | 3/2.95 | 3/2.95 3/2.95 | 3/2.90] 3/2.90
Los Angeles--~ ¥-130 ~ 3.38 T 3.38 3.38 T 2,96 2,96 | T 2.96 T 2.8 = 2.8y - 2.8
New York ¥-130 2,84 2,84 2.61 2.6k 2.65 2,58 2,58 2.58 2.67
Philadelphia N-130 3,08 3.08 2.58 2.58 2.58 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60
St. Louis x-130 2.90 2.90 2.90 2,90 2.90 2,99 2.99 2.99 2.99
San Francisco 4-130 2.6 2.66 2.66 2.72 2.72 2.82 2.76 2.76 2.72
MULTiPLE VITAMIN CONCENTRATES
pver 100 capsules
¥-150 | (1/) 3.11 3.11 3.11 311 3.11 3.1 3.11 3.11
K-150 T3.05 3.0¢ 3.05. 3.10 3.10 3,10 3.10 3.10 3.0
M-150 3.56 2,38 3.56 3.56 3456 3.L9 3.L9 3.52 3.52
=150 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07 3.07
M-150 3495 3.95 3495 3.95 L.oL L.o1 L.01 L.06 L.06
M-150 3.08 3.08 3,08 3.08 3.08 3,08 3,08 3,08 3.08
¥=~150 3.6 3.L6 3.4é 3.L6 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.50
M-150 .11 2,11 3.11 3.11 3.11 3.11 2.11 3.11 3.1
¥-150 3.56 3.55 3.55 3.63 3.53 3.53 3.53 3.53 3.53
M-150 k.62 L.62 k.62 k.62 k.62 k.62 L.62 4.62 L.62

See footnotes on page 53
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Table |, ~ MEDICAL CARE:

Averzge Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, Decenmber 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly - Continued

1952 1953 a954
Item and city Spec. - -
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
A. MEDICINE - Continued
MILK OF MASMESIA, nationally
asdvertised brands, per 12-
ounce bottle
¥-170 | (1/) $038 ] $0.40 | $013 ] 8003 18043 | $0.k2] $042] § 0.2
M-170 $0.39 «39 .43 b3 A3 U3 42 .43 L3
¥-170 «39 .39 Jl3 b3 b3 43 43 L3 L3
-170 .39 «39 L3 A3 U3 .43 l3 .43 A3
¥-170 .38 .38 Lo Lo 40 40 Lo k2 A2
M-170 .39 <39 43 43 .43 43 W43 43 .43
¥-170 .39 .39 A3 W43 b3 W43 13 43 43
%-170 .39 .39 A3 43 2 W43 43 L3 L3
3t. Lonism====m~==racen M-179 .38 .38 L0 L0 ok bl b b b
San Francisco~==-=-==-- M-170 .39 .39 42 43 L3 43 L3 ) 43 43
B. HOSPITAL SERVICES
MEN'S PAY WARD, per day
Atlanta--==e-eavev-aaum M-200 /) 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.50 8.50 9.00
Baltimore=---w-nm=-==-n ¥-200 T9.00 9.2¢ 9.25 9.25 9.25 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88
Chicago--- M-200 10.95 11.15 11,15 11.25 12,20 | 12.60 12.60 12.80 12.80
Cincinnati M=200 8.88 9.62 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 9.88 10,12
Detro:l.t ---------------- M-Z()o 130% 13-31 13031 13-31 13031 13-69 lllJ -19 lh 19 111019
Los Angelesw-m=ermm=-w= 4-200 14.80 14.80 15,00 16.30 16.30 | 16.70 16.90 16.90 16.90
New YOrk---m=em=mmmvee (6/) 16/12.60 |6/12.80 |6/12.80 |6/213.L0 | 6/213.L0 6/13.60 | 6/13.60 | 6/13.60| £/13.40
Philadelphia-=--- -==-=- (8/) |B/10.00 [%/10.12 |B/10.38 |E/10.62 |B/10.62 [8/10.95 |8/10.95 | 8/11.20 | 8/11.20
St. Louis--===a===- w-e= | M-300 7.62 |7 8.2 |7 8.2 8.00 8.38 8.62 8,75 8.751 ~ 9.12
San Frencisco==--—=-=-- M-200 16.38 17.12 17.12 17.12 17.81 | 17.94 17.94 17.94 19.19
SEMI-PRIVATE RCOM, per day
Atlartaeme-. mmmem—————m M-2CL 1/) 10.06 10.06 10,9 10.06 9.81 9.81 9.81 10.19
Baltimore-=-= M-201 T0.88 10,50 10,50 10,50 10,50 | 11.25 11.25 11.2% 11.25
Chicago==-- M-201 13.10 13.30 13.50 13.60 14.20 | 14.60 14.60 15.00 15.20
Cincinns M-201 11.75 12.75 13.00 13.50 13.50 | 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.88
Detroit ¥-201 14.69 1L.9k 1494 1.69 1L.69 | 1L.9k 15.L0 15.4L 15.4)
Los Angeles M=201 16,80 16.80 17.00 18.30 18.30 | 18.50 18.70 18,70 18.70
New York M-201 15.40 1%.60 15.60 15.80 16.00 | 16.L0 16.40 16.40 16.60
Philadelphia ¥-201 11.62 12.12 12.38 12.38 12.38 | 12.62 12.62 13.38 13.38
St. Louigw==~=n-=ae-mae ¥~201 9.30 9.70 10.00 10,00 10,30 | 10.50 10.60 10.60 10.90
San Franciscom-=m=——==" ¥-201 17.88 18.50 18.50 19.75 20.Lk 20.56 20,56 20,56 21.69
PRIVATE ROOM, ner day
=202 /) 12.75 12.75 12,00 12.00 | 11.62 11.62 11.75 12.38
N-202 T2.88 12,12 12.12 12,12 12.12 | 12.62 12.62 12.62 12,62
M-202 15.30 15.50 15.50 15.60 16430 | 16.90 16.90 17.30 17.50
M-202 14.00 15,00 15.25 15.88 15.88 | 15.88 15.88 15.88 16.25
M-202 18.19 18.Lk 18.4L 17.31 17.31 | 17.69 18.19 18.19 18.19
5-202 18.40 18.40 18.60 21.00 21,00 | 22.00 22.00 22.00 22,00
¥-202 20,80 21,00 21,00 21,60 21,60 | 22,00 22,60 22.60 23.k0
=202 13.38 1k.38 14.88 14.88 14.88 15.12 15.12 16.12 16.12
M-202 12.70 13.10 13.10 13.10 13.20 | 13.ko0 13.50 13.50 13.80
¥-202 21.25 21.62 22.12 23,00 23.69 | 23.81 23.81 23.81 25,19

See footnotes on page 53
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Table 4 - MEDICAL CAR%: Average Retsil Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 19tl, Querterly - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
C. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
OFFICE VISIT, to odhysician
Atlanta---=-~m==moemwe =300 (/) $ 3.33 $ 3.33 ® 3.33 $ 3.50 | % 3.50 $ 3.50 T 3.67 ¥ 3.67
Baltimore--=~-===-=-v= M-300 372,60 2.69 2.60 2.60 2.60 2,60 2.60 2.60 2.60
Chicago 7/- - 4-300 2.67 2.67 2.67 2.67 2.83 2.83 2.83 2.83 3.00
Cincinnati--- - ¥-300 2.75 2.75 2,75 2.7% 2.75 2.75 2.75 2.75 2.92
Detrnit Bf/--—-e-—eeeeoe M=300 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.23 3.50 3.67 3.67
Los Angeles 7/-------- ¥~300 L.17 L.17 k.17 L.17 k.17 b7 L33 L33 L.33
New York B8/===-=~----- M4~300 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.67 3.83 3.83 3.83 3.83 3.83
Philadelphicemwmmweman 1#£-300 2,80 2,80 2.80 2.80 2,90 2,90 2.88 2,90 2.90
St. Louig=-=-m-mn - %=-300 2.71 2.71 2.71 2.71 2.7 2.71 2.71 2.71 3.00
Szn Franciscom----—--- ¥-300 L.67 L.67 L.67 467 Le67 k.67 467 1,67 L.&7
HOUSE VISIT, by physicien
Atlenta--~cemcamccenae M-306 (6¥))] 5.17 5.50 €.50 5.67 5.53 5.67 S.67 C.E7
Baltimore==-==-=-==-=- 11-306 ~3.60 3.60 3.60 3.6C 3.60 3.0 3.60 3.60 3.60
Chicago 7/======= -- M-306 L.00 4.00 .00 L.00 L.00 k.20 .00 4.00 4.33
Cincinnefi-==-m=mv - N-206 3.83 3.83 3.83 L.00 .33 L.33 L.33 L33 k.33
Detroit 8/==---e- -- N-306 5.00 .00 5.00 5.00 £.00 5.00 5.17 5.50 5.50
Los Angeles 7/~------- =306 6.2% €.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 €.42 6.1,2 €.L2
New York 8/-c=ewe-ecan ¥=306 L.33 L.33 .33 L.33 k.33 4.33 4.23 L33 4.33
PhiladelpRig=me===-m=am N-306 3.80 3.80 3.80 3.80 k.00 L.Co L.00 k.00 k.10
St. Louis=------- -- E~306 Le29 ls.29 4.29 he29 k.29 Lou3 L.L3 L3 k.71
San Francisco===------ ¥-306 7.29 7.25 7.2% 7.25 7.25 7.2% 7.28% 7.25 7.25
APPENTECTOMY, surgeon's
usual fee excluding
anesthetic
Atlanta-==—w--~=- -————— ¥-320 (1/) 137.50 137.50 11,67 145.83 | 145.83 148,83 145.83 145.83
Baltimore=-m=m==- -- M-320 | 1I5.00 115.00 | 115.00 | 123.33 123.33 | 123.33 123,33 123.33 125,00
Chicago 7/--- - ¥-320 | 161.00 | 161.00 | 161.00 | 161.00 | 165.00 [A€2.50 162.50 { 15L.17{ 15L.17
Cincinnati--- - k-320 133.33 133.33 133.33 133.32 133.33 | 133.32 133.23 133.33 133.33
Detroit B/=-==a-- -- N-320 150.00 150.0C 150.00 150,00 15C.00 | 150.00 15L.17 154.17 15L.17
Los Angeles 7/«======= M-320 | 200.00 | 200.00 | 200.00 [Lk/191.67 191.67 | 191.£7 191.67 191.67 191.57
New York 8/=======o-an ¥-320 | 175.00 | 175.00 {/185.33 183.33 183.33 | 183.33 183.33 183.33 183.33
Philadelphig=--=- - M=320 140.00 140.00 [ 140.00 140,00 140,00 | 1L0.00 140.00 140.00 140.00
St. Louis=——-===-=- -- M-320 | 150.00 | 15L.17 154.17 154.17 15k.17 | 1%4.17 15L.17 1£8.33 160.00
San Francisco--—---=--= ¥=320 185.00 185.00 185.00 ):1_/187.50 187.50 | 167.50 187.50 187.50 187.50
TONSILLECTOMY, specialist's
usual fee excluding
anesthetic
Atlantame---eemamacecs M-324 1/} €1.67 61.67 61.67 61.67 | 6L.17 64.17 6h.17 65,00
Baltimore=~=--~ -~ M-32L 55,00 145,00 45,00 45.83 L5.83 | L6.67 L6.67 L6.67 L8.33
Chicago 7/----- -- M-324 65.00 65.00 65.00 70.00 70,00 {4/70.83 70.83 70.83 70.83
Cincinnati-mmm- - M-32) €0.00 £0.00 60.00 690.83 60.83 |~ 60.83 60.83 60.83 61.67
Detroit 8/------- -- v-324 59.17 £9.17 60,00 60,90 60.00 | 60,00 "61.67 65.83 67.50
Los AngeJes 7/=wmwm=v= M-32) 91.67 91,67 91.67 87.50 87.50 | 87.50 | 9/95.83 95.83 95.83
New York 8/~=---- -- M-32L 87,50 87.50 87.50 87.50 87.50 | 87.50 |~ 87.50 87.50 87.50
Philadelphia--- -- M-32 51.67 £1.67 51.67 51.67 51.67 | 51.67 51.67 c1.67 53.33
St. Louig-==n-= - w-32} 70.00 70.00 70.00 70.00 70.83 70.83 70.83 70.83 70.83
San Francisco--=--=~-- ¥-324 75.00 79.17 79417 79.17 79.17 79.17 79.17 79.17 79.17
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Table 4 = MEDICAL CARE: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 1954, Quarterly - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spece. -
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec, March Jine Sept. Dec.
C. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Continued
TOOTH FILLING, amalgam, one
surface
Atlanbaw-mmocememeon ¥-350 | (1/) $3.67 | $3.67 | 3L4.00 | $L.00|ELAT $La7] $La7| $L.a7
Baltimore~-------~ - 1=350 $3.83 3.83 3.83 3.83 3.83 3.83 3.8 3.83 3.83
Chicago 7/--—=--=-=wv== M-350 h.17 4.17 b7 .33 .33 L.33 L.33 .33 k.33
Cincinnabti--=ecmen -- ¥-350 3.57 3.h3 3.43 3.3 3.L3 3.43 3.k3 3.3 3.L3
Detroit 8/-------- - ¥-350 L.08 .08 L.25 b.2g k.33 | 4/L.50 L.50 L.50 L.67
Los Angeles 7/---=w===- M-350 6.08 6.08 6.42 6.2 6.58 6.58 6.58 6.58 6.58
New York 8/-=w---- - M=350 k.50 L.50 4.50 k.50 L.67 L .67 L.67 L.67 L.67
Philadelphia=~=m-- - ¥-350 b33 k.33 L.50 L.c0 L.50 L.50 L.83 L83 L4.83
St. Louis~=m=-=-nn -- M-350 Lod7 L7 4.17 b7 417 4.17 k.17 433 L.33
San Francisco-==~===--= M-350 S.75 5.7% 5.75 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08
TOOTH EXTRACTION, without.
complication, including
X-ray
Atlantge-m--mmcmmamcae M-352 1/) 5.00 $.00 -5.00 5.00 5.00 $.00 5.00 5.00
Baltimore~--=----- -- ¥-352 “L.50 k.50 4.50 4.83 4.83 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00
Chicago 7/-=~==-=- - M-352 4.50 k.50 L.50 L.67 L.67 L.67 L.67 L.67 L .67
Cincinnati------ - ¥-352 he33 L.33 L.23 L.33 L.33 L.33 k.33 L.33 4.33
Detroit 8/------ - | ¥-352 L.83 11083 5.17 5.17 5.17 | 4/5.50 5.50 5.50| 5.50
Los Angeles 7/----~--- M-352 6.33 6.33 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.17 7.33
New York 8/-=eee--e—ae M-352 k.67 L.67 L.67 L.67 5.17 5.17 5.17 S.17 5.17
Philadelphia===-=-= -- M-352 4.83 5.17 5.17 5.17 5.50 5.50 $.67 5.67 6.17
St. Louis~-=~emocw=m=e ¥-352 433 L.33 L.33 Le33 L.50 4.5 L.83 L.83 5.17
Szn Franciscoeeeme~mnm- M-352 7.17 7.17 8.50 8.83 L/9.00 9.00 9.00 9.07 9.07
EYEGL#SSES, with examination
Atlantae=--m------=ae== ¥-360 | (1/) 3/23.u6 | 3/23.46 |3/23.46 | 3/23.46 (3/23.62 | 3/23.62 | 3/23.62|3/23.62
Baltimore~---===-= M-360 71.00 21.00 21, 21,00 21.00 [ 21.00 21,00 21.0C |~ 21.00
Chicago 7/ M-360 18.75 18,75 18,75 18.75 18,7¢ | 18.7% 18.7¢ 18.75 | 15.90
Cincinne¥i M-360 (3/19.18 |3/19.18 | 3/19.18 | 3/15.19 | 3/19.19 [13/19.19 | 3/19.5k | 3/1%.5k4 }3/19.87
Detroit 8/ ¥-360 [3/20.99 ]3/21.33 13/21.33 |3/21.83 | 3/21.83 [3/21.h9 | 3/21.49 | 3/20.99 | 3/21.04
Los ingeles 7/-=-=--== M-360 27.90 27.90 | §/27.58 27.58 27.58 27.58 27.58 27.56 27.58
New York 8/-=-=-e-=men ¥-360 16.00 15.75 | T 15.25 1k.92 14.50 | 14.68 13.99 W.b2 | oak.b2
Philadelphia ¥-360 16.67 16.67 16.67 16467 16.67 1€6.67 16.67 16.67 1€.67
St. Louis-=--=---- ¥-360 [3/19.19 |3/19.27 |3/19.27 |3/19.27 | 2/19.27 [3/19.27 | 3/19.27 | 3/19.27 [3/15.27
San Francisco=-=------- M-360 25.83 25.83 25.83 25.83 25.83 25,83 25.82 25.83 25.83

y Atlanta was priced on a different cycle prior to 1953.
g/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both old and new samples were $0.95 in December 1953 and

$1.03 in March 195k,
/ Retail sales taxes on materials sre_jncluded in the prices in cities vwhere sales taxes are effective (See appendix D).

J Change in outlet ssmple. Quotations from outlets common to both o0ld and new samples showed no price change from

preceding period.
Change in outlet sample. Avereges for outlets common to both the 0ld and new samples were $3.25 in December 1953 and

$3.17 in March 195k,
§/ Combination of quotations from hospitals charging by the day and those using the

(See appendix C; M-200 and M-220)
1/ During 1953 and 195k, professional medical service charges were obtained in Jenuary, April, July, and October.

Published data relate to the collection dates.
§/ During 1953 and 195k, professionsl medical service charges were obtained in February, Msy, August, and November.

Published data relate to the collection dates.
Change in outlet sample. Aversges from cutlets common to both old and new samples were $90.00 in March and $95.00

in June 195k.

"inclusive rate" plan.
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Table § - PERSONAL CARE:

in 10 Cities, December 1052 to December 195L, Querterly

Aversge Retail Prices of Sclected Commodities and Services,

1952 1953 1954
Ttem and city Spec.
No. Dece March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
A. TOILETRIES
TOILET SOAP, white or
colored, regular size,
per cake
Atlanta-----c-e~ee- P-100 (1/) $ 0.08 2 0.08 % 0,08 % 0.08 | & 0.09 3 0.09 $ 0.09 |3 0.09
Bzltimore P-100 % 0708 .08 .08 .08 .08 09 .08 .09 .09
P-100 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08
P-100 .09 .09 .09 .08 .08 .09 09 .09 .09
P-100 .08 .09 .09 .08 +08 .09 .09 .09 .09
P-100 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 . .08
P-100 .08 .08 .08 .08 .09 09 .08 .09 .09
P-100 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 . .08 .08
St, Louis--- P-100 .09 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .09 .09
San Francisco—=—=w=- P-100 09 .09 09 .09 .09 .09 .09 .09 09
RAZOR BLADES, double edge,
thin, first quality, per
package of 5 bledes 2/
Atlanta=-e--=m-aem-c P-110 /) .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25
Baltimore- ®-110 3/°10 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 | 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 | 3/.10
Chicago----- ?-110 - .25 T .25 T .25 T .25 .25 | T .28 T .25 .25 | T2
Cincinnati. P-110 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 $25 .25
Detroit------------ P-110 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 25 25 .25
Los Angeles--- ©-110 .25 .25 .25 .25 +25 .25 .25 .25 .25
New Yorke----- P-110 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 | 3/.10 3/.10 3/.10 | 3/.10
Philadelphia-- P-110 .25 = .25 T .25 T .25 .25 | T .2s T .25 .25 | T .25
St. Louig-~~-- r=110 «25 .25 .25 .25 25 25 .25 .25 «25
San Francisco-===--- P-110 .25 .25 +25 .25 .25 25 .25 «25 «25
SHAVING CREAM, lather, per
ounce 2/
Atlanta-—-=—-m=amu- P-11 /) 11 11 .11 .11 1 .11 .11 211
Baltimore P-114 1 11 .11 .11 .11 .11 .11 1 .11
Chicago==~=~~= P11 W11 11 .11 .11 211 .11 .11 .11 .11
Cincinnati-we- P-114 .11 .11 11 .11 11 A1 J1 J1 11
Detroit--==-=-~ P-114 A1 11 11 Q12 11 .11 A1 .11 .11
Los Angeles--- P-11) .12 12 .12 .12 .12 12 .12 12 .12
Vew Yorke------ P-114 J1 11 .11 «11 .11 A1 21 A1 .11
Philadelphia-~~ P-114 .11 .11 .11 .11 .11 A1 .11 .11 .11
St. Louis P-114 11 .11 .11 «11 .11 .11 11 .11 .11
S8an Francisco P-114 .11 11 J1 11 .11 .11 .11 .11 11
FACE CREAM, cleansing, all
purpose or cold, per
ounce 2/
Atlanta P-120 (1/) .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 .17 A7 a7
Baltimore: P-120 18 .18 .19 .19 .19 .19 .17 a7 A7
Chicago P~120 .20 .20 .20 .20 «20 .20 .18 .18 .18
Cincinnati-e-- P-12C .20 «20 «20 «20 «20 «20 .18 .18 .18
Detroit P-120 .18 .18 .18. .18 .18 .18 A7 A7 .17
Los Angeles--- P-120 «19 .19 .19 .19 .19 .19 .18 .18 .17
New York: P-120 .19 «19 .19 19 .19 .19 A7 17 .17
Philadelphia-- P-120 .18 .18 .19 .19 .19 .19 A7 <17 17
St. Louis P-120 «19 «19 .19 .19 .19 <19 .17 .17 17
San Francisco=e---= P-120 .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 .17 .17 .17

See footnotes on pege 57
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Table 5 - PER3ONAL CARE: Aversge Retsil Prices of Sslected Comrodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to Lecerber 195, Jusrterly - Continued

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept, Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
A. TOILETRIES - Continued
FACE POWDER, fine texture,
per ounce 2/
Atlanta---em--mmmme- P-12l (1/) § 8065 | $0.65 | $0.65 | $0.65 1§ 0.5 | 30.60 | 50,60 |30.60
Baltimorg---=-e-==- P-124 $ 0.65 .65 .65 £5 .65 £5 .60 .60 60
Chicagow=-=-=~ - P12k .65 .65 65 .65 .58 +65 .£0 «£0 .60
Cincinnati- -— P-12L <65 .65 .65 65 .68 65 .60 60 .60
Detrojit=-=veeem—cn= pP-12} .65 .65 65 .65 €5 .65 60 50 .60
Los Angeles—-=-=mw- P12} .58 .58 «58 .58 58 .58 .53 3 L3
New York-------=--- P-12l .65 «65 .£5 67 67 67 W61 6l 8L
P-12 .65 65 .65 .65 N «65 .60 40 .60
P12l .63 63 .63 .63 .63 .63 .58 .58 .£8
3an Francisco~--=e- P-12) +53 53 53 L3 .53 .53 A9 L9 A9
TOOTH PASTE, standard, per
ounce 2/
Atlants P-130 &/ .17 .17 17 .17 .17 .17 .27 .17
Baltimore-~ P-130 .1% .17 .17 .16 26 O£ .15 .15 .16
Chicago==~==—wameva 2-130 .16 1€ .16 16 1€ W16 .16 16 .16
Cincinnati. P-130 .15 .15 .15 .15 .1c .1E .15 .15 .15
Detroit »-130 Wk Wb .1 Wk TN L1l A WL L1
Los Angeles P-130 .15 i .17 .15 .18 .15 .15 .1 .15
Yew York P-130 .17 17 <17 .17 .17 A7 .17 .17 .17
Philadelphia P-130 .16 .16 .16 .16 1€ W€ .16 LS .16
St. Louis P-130 .18 .15 .15 .15 .15 16 .16 1€ 16
San Francisco------ P-130 1€ 16 .16 14 16 16 16 .16 .16
SHAMP00, liquid, per
ounce 2,
Atlantg-—m-=semmone 2-140 (1/) .13 .13 .13 .13 .12 13 .13 .13
Daltimore-~-- - P-14C 1 L1l W14 L1k W1k N 1 SN L1
Chicago---=--= .- P-1L0 I W1h SiA 1L Sl WAL g Ak N
Cincinnati--- - =-1L0 1L Wk Ll O A b .1 L1 Wl
Detroit-~---- -- »-140 [N W14 W14 W1 W1 WAL 1L Al Wl
Los Angeles-- ~- =140 i i L1k 1 WAk NN NN Ll .
New York-=—e-=ewee- 2240 .13 .13 <13 .12 .12 .13 .13 .13 .13
Philadelphia=---—-~ P-140 Wb .k 1k L1k Ak Ak 1k Ak Ak
St. Louis--=-r=n=e- P-1L0 L1 L1k Lk SN BN i i IR .
San Froncisco-----= p-1L0 BN W1 o1h W1l 3 A W1 SN b
POME PERYVAMENT, cold wave
refill kit 2/
Atlanta==-=-- P=150 1/) 1.74 1.7 1.76 1.81 fL/1.83 1.68 1.68 1.68
Baltimore---- P-1£0 T.48 1.48 1.50 1.6 1.6 |7 1.6L 1.58 1.63 1.63
Chicago------ P-1£0 1.4 1.65 1.6 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.66 1.66 1.66
Cincinnatie~--=ene= P-150 1,58 1.58 1.0 1.68 1.70 1.78 1.66 1.66 1.66
Detroit-----=memcea 7-150 1.71 J.71 1.73 1.79 1.83 1.83 1.62 1.68 1.68
Los Angeles~-- °-150 1.68 1.68 1.69 1.81 1.83 1.33 1.69 1.69 1.69
New York------- P-150 1.62 1.6L 1.67 1.77 1.77 1.77 1.66 1.6€ 1.6¢6
Philadelphia P-150 1.56 1.61 1.70 1.72 1.73 1.76 1.6k 1.6 1.6l
8t. Louig~=w=wm P-150 1.69 1.59 1.68 1.7 1.78 1.78 1.66 1.66 1.66
3an Francisco-- P-1£0 1.61 1.6 1.61 1.73 1.78 1.79 1.68 1.69 1.9

See footnotes on page 57
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Teble © - PERSONAL CARE:

Aversge Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and ‘crvices,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 19%L, Quarterly - Coutinued

1952 1953 1954
Ttem and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
A, TOILETRIES - Continued
SANITARY NAPKINS, regular
size, per box of 12 2/
Atlanta---ee—-coen= P-160 1/ $ 0.39 $ 0.39 $ 0.39 $ 0.39 | § 0.39 % 0.39 3039 1% 0.39
Baltimore- - P-160 { § 0.39 39 .39 .39 +39 39 39 .39 .39
Chicago-- - P-1€0 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38
Cincinnati- - P-160 «39 .39 .39 .39 .39 .39 39 <39 .39
Detroit----ce-eme— P-160 «39 .39 +39 «39 .39 .39 .39 .39 .39
Los Angeles~~=w=w-= P-1€0 .37 «37 37 37 «38 .38 .38 .38 .38
lew Yorke==e=-mewmnm= P-160 .38 .38 .38 +38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38
Pniladelphie-w-==-- P-160 .39 .39 «39 .39 «39 <39 .39 .39 39
St. Louis----o--a-- P-160 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38 .38
San Francisco-=-=-- P-160 «37 $37 .37 «37 .37 .38 .38 .38 .38
CLEANSING TISSUE, ver box
of 300 tissues
Atlanta~—m—-em=m—mm P-16l .26 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25
Baltirore~~=e-w-mw-- P-164 .27 .26 .26 .26 .25 .26 «25 +26 «25
Chicago=====nm==—=== P-164 «25 2L 24 2L 2L .24 .24 2L .24
Cincinnati=-------- P-16k .25 .25 .25 2l .24 .2k .23 .23 .23
Detroite—mm==-mmu-m P-16L .26 .25 .26 .25 .26 .26 +26 .26 .25
Los Angeles==-=---= P-164 27 26 .26 .26 26 .26 .25 .25 .25
New York=--=-=-=ma= P-1€L .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 .25 W24 2L .24
Philadelphia~====== P-16L +26 «25 .24 24 2L 2L .2 .23 .23
St. Louig===c—nra-= P-16L .26 26 26 26 25 26 26 .25 2k
San Francisco---—--- P-16l .28 .28 .28 «28 .28 +28 .28 .28 .28
B. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
MAN'S HAIRCUT
Atlanta-ee—eaemmee- P-300 /) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
P-300 .95 95 +95 .95 95 .95 .95 .95 .95
P-300 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50
P-300 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19 1.19
P-300 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1,50 1.50
P-300 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.5
P-300 .94 9k . 9L .96 .96 «96 +96 9
P-300 1.2 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25
P-300 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.40 1.40 1.40 1.40
P-300 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50
SHAMPOO AND WAVE ‘SET, short
hair (by professionsl
operator)
Atlanta--m-m-mmma—n P-310 (1/) 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.62 1.62 1.62 1.62 1.62
Baltimore=-~===w==w P-310 T.60 1.60 1.85 1.85 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90
Chicagom==mmmmm=n-n P~310 1.55 1.55 1,55 1.5 1.55 1.55 1.55 1.65 1.65
Cincinnati P-310 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.69 1.69 1.69 1.69 1.69 1.69
Detroit--~-=-- P-310 1.80 1.85 1.90 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95
Los Angeles--- P-310 1.67 1.67 5/1.70 1.70 1.70 1.70 1.80 1.80 1.80
New York---mmwe-=ae P-310 1.43 1.L3 1.55 1.55 1.60 1.60 1.60 1.60 1.60
Philadelphia--=--== P-310 1.50 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.62 1.75
St. Louis~=m==w=na= P-310 1.06 1,06 1.06 1.06 1.06 1.06 1.06 122 1J2
San Francisco------ P-310 1.81 1.81 1.81 1.8 1.81 1.8 1.81 1.81 1.8

See footnotes on page 57
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Table 5 - PERSONAL CARE:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly - Continued

57

1952 1953 195%
Ttem and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec,
B. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES-
Continued
PERMANENT WAVE, short hair
‘uacluding trim, shampoo,
anrd .ave set. (by profes-
sional opsrator)
Atlanta--------~=- P-316 (s/) (s/) |#12.25 |8 12.25 |$12.25 1§ 11.62 |$ 11.62 |§ 11.62 [$11.62
Baltimore~—=m=-=e- P-316 (5/) (5/) 11.70 11.90 11.90 | 12.05 12,05 12.05 | i2.0%
Chicago=---===---= P-316 (T/) /) 10.59 10.59 10.59 ! 10.59 11.40 12,10 | 12.10
Cincinnatie—-=eme- P-316 /) /) 8.50 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38
Detroite—=mmemecue P-316 (5/) /) 10,45 10.L5 10.45 10.50 10.50 10.50 | 10.50
Los Angeles~--~=== P-316 (/) (5/) 11.85 11.85 11.85 | 11.8 11.85 11.85 | 11.85
New Yorke--------- P-316 (5/) (5/) 9.69 9.69 9469 9.69 9.69 9.69 | 10,29
Philadelphia---=-= P-316 (5/) (5/) 9.62 9.62 9.62 9.62 9.62 9.62 9.62
St. Louise-==e-n= P-316 (5/) (5/) 10,75 10.75 10.75 | 10.75 10,75 10,75 | 10.75
San Francisco----- P-316 (8/) (5/) 12,70 | 12.70 | 12,70 | 12,70 | 12.70 | 12,70 | 12.70

_:!._/ Atlanta was priced on a different cycle prior to 1953.
Manufacturer’'s brands, nationslly advertised.

Package of & blades of lighter weight and lower quality steel.

3/ Change in outlet sample.
preceding period.

5/ Cold wave was not priced prior to June 1953.
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Table 6 - READING AND RECREATION:

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 19th, Quarterly

1952 1953 195%
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
RADIO, table model, dark
vlastic csbinet l/
Atlanta--e—m—eoomenw R-300 2/) $2L.201 3 2b.h2| § 2u.h2 22.70 | & 23.20 { § 22.95 | § 22.95 [ & 22.95
Baltimorg~w~=wwc—mr-- R-300 $ 23.75 23,75 23.75 23.75 22.95 23.15 23.5¢ 23.3% 22.95
Chicago-==---===-=n- R-300 (3/) 3/) 2L.62 2h.62 1 2462 2L.12 (3/) 22.95 1 22.95
Cincinnati---==e=-av E-300 23.35 23.3% 23.35 23.351 23.LS 22.1%5 21.85 21,85 | 21.%
Detrojte--wm~eemeaau= R-300 2L.20 2h.32 23.95 22.95 22.95 22.55 22.55 22.53 21.5%
R-300 2L.12 2k.12 22.78 22.78 22.62 22.12 22.12 22.12 21.28
R=300 24.52 2ls.52 23.53 24.52 2L.66 24.33 23.24 22.81 22.38
R-300 23.95 23.85 2L.20 23.70| 21.58 21.70 21.70 21.70| 21.20
R-300 24.LS 2L.b5 2L.L5 24.75] 2L.75 23.82 23.82 k.33 ] 23.82
R~300 25.32 25.32 25.32 23.95 23.95 23.9% 23.82 23.82 23.82
MOTION PICTURE admission,
adult 4/
Atlanta~--~ccemconee R"éoo (.?./) 052 -52 055 osa v56 5 -Sll 05)-‘
Baltimore=----=-=--== R=-600 51 .51 .52 53 5L .Sl .£3 .58 .55
Chicago """""""" R-600 07)-1 07]4 077 -811 08’-‘ -8'4 086 089 -88
Cincinnatieeme=cee—x R’éoo -57 -57 057 059 059 5/-56 056 -56 056
Detroit----~cemecca-o R-600 .68 69 69 o7k .8l = .78 79 .78
Los Angeles==-==-=-- R-600 .55 .59 .59 .61 62 .62 .62 .68 .62
New York--==vcemeec-= R-600 .78 .76 .76 .76 .8l .79 .83 .87 .99
Philadelphig==w====n= R-600 .7k .75 o 7% .75 .75 .75 .80 .88 .85
St. Louig=~==-= R-600 5k 55 .55 56 .56 56 52 .52 €5
San Francisco R-600 .66 .68 .70 .71 .71 76 76 77 .79
MOTION PICTURE admission,
child E/
Atlanta--e=cecsaece= R-60L (2/) .13 1 oL .17 .17 .18 .16 .17
Baltimore----==-s-=- R-60L .19 <15 .19 .19 20 6/+19 .19 «20 .20
Chicago “““““““ R‘éoh 021# 02)4 -2h OZLI -2’4 - -25 .26 -26 .26
Cincinnatis==-oom=m= R-604 $23 $23 .23 .23 2L .23 .23 .23 .23
Detrojt--e-c-ceacan= R-60l 22 W22 .22 .22 .22 24 .25 .25 .28
Los Angeles---====-- R=60l. .17 .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 .18 022 .19
New Yorkee-cmecmmaws R'édl -35 -35 035 -}5 -LI»Z -3)4 -3!1 035 <32
Philadelphig======~~ R-60L .18 .23 23 23 23 .23 .26 .26 .27
St. Louig~-=~e=-e~e= R-604 .18 <19 .19 .19 .19 .19 17 A7 19
San Francisco~e==w-= R-404 «20 «20 «20 +20 «20 20 .22 o2l 22
NEWSPAPER, daily edition,
on the street, per copy
R=-700 2/) <05 .05 .05 .05 .08 .08 .05 .05
R~-700 T.05 . .05 .05 +05 .05 .05 .05 .05
R-700 .05 .05 N e +05 .05 <05 .05 .05
R-700 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .08 .05 .05 .05
Detroiteenaceanmoaenn R-700 07 .07 .07 07 .07 .07 07 .07 .07
Los Angeles—-------= R=-700 W10 10 .09 09 .09 .08 09 .10 .10
New Yorke-c--==emeae- R-700 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 . .05 .05
Philadelphig=we~m=~- R-700 W05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .08 .05 <05 .05
St. Louigecwemmcnasn R=700 .05 N .05 W05 .05 05 .05 .05 .05
San Franciscom=e===a= R-700 .10 .10 .10 .10 .10 .10 <10 .10 .10

See footnotes on pege 59
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Table 6 = READING AND RECREATION: Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,
in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195k, Quarterly - Continued

1952 1953 195%
Iten and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June | Sept. Dec.
NEWSPAPERS, daily and
Sunday editions, delivered
to home, per month
R-711 (2/) $1.0c] $1.950 $1.95| $1.95 | $1.95| $1.95| $1.95] 5 1.95
R-T11 $ I.95 1.5% 1.9 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.9 1.95 1.9%
R-T11 2. 2.09 2.09 2,09 2.09 2.09 2,09 2.09 2.09
R-711 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.9 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 2.17
R-711 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.60
R-711 2,25 2,25 2,25 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 2,25 2.25 2.25
(1/) (1/) (1/) (1) ¢7)) (2/) (1/) (/) /) /)
R-711 T.9 p 1.9 .95 T.95 T.95 T.95 95 1.95
R-711 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88 1.88
R-711 2,00 2.00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2.00

y This article is subject to special pricing procedurs. Instesd of obtaining the price for the one brand vhich sells
‘4n largest velume in each store, the Bureau's sgent reports prices for one model of each manufacturer vhose line is
carried in esach store. When s manufacturer introduces new models, the sagent prices the new model most nearly comparsble
to that previously priced. Tbe prices that are published are based on those brands for which prices are available for all
dates included in the table. BSome of the differences between cities are due to greater popularity of specific brands in
some cities than in others.

2/ Atlanta was priced on & different cycle prior to 1953.

Number of quotations for items conforming to specification insufficient for publication of average price.

_/ Prices include all applicable Federal, State, snd local taxes (See appenrdix D).

Change in outlet ssmple. Averages for outlets common to both 0ld and new samples were $0.59 in December 1953 and
$0.62 in March 195k.

§/ Change in outlet sample. Quotations from outlets common to both 0ld and new semples showed no price change from
preceding period.

1/ Home delivery of newspapers in New York city is of minor importance. Out-of-town mail subscriptions to nearby areas
aversged $2.69 from December 1952 to December 195k.
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Table 7 - OTHER GOODS AND SERVICES:

in 10 Cities, December 1952 to December 195L, Quarterly

Average Retail Prices of Selected Commodities and Services,

1952 1953 1954
Item and city Spec.
No. Dec. March June Sept. Dec. March June Sept. Dec.
CIGARETTES, per pack, stan-
dard brands, regular sizel/
Atlanta---e-e-em=--- 0-100 | (2/) |#0.23 | $0.23 1$0.23 |$0.23 [|$0.23 |$0.23 |$0.23 |8$0.23
Baltinmorg-eeev—cecece 0100 .20 21 21 #21 «21 «23 23 «23 <23
Chi¢ago=—--=—==m=nvee 0-100 .22 .22 2l . .25 .25 .25 .25 .25
0100 20 #21 .21 .21 21 2 21 «21 21
0-100 21 22 «22 22 22 22 22 22 .22
0-100 .18 .19 19 19 «19 <19 19 19 19
0-100 .22 23 «23 «23 .23 «23 «23 23 24
0-100 22 23 22 22 .22 22 22 .23 «23
0-100 «20 21 022 #22 22 022 22 22 .22
San Franciscosewecees 0-100 «20 21 22 «21 .21 21 21 021 21
CIGARETTES, per carton, stan
dard brands,regular size 3
0-104 —— == 2017 2.17 217 2.17 2.17 2.17 2.17
0-104 = - 2,00 1.98 (h/1.92 2,05 2.05 2.05 2,05
0-104 —— - 2.08 2.08 2.18 2,18 2.18 2.18 | 5/2.20
Cincinnatie---e-vccae 0-104 - .- 1.98 1.98 1.98 1.98 1.96 196 |~ 1.96
Detrojt=-sommemccmuan 0-104 - -—- 2.07 2,06 [S/2.04 2.0y 2.04 2.04 2,04
Los Angeles---==------ o-10, - - 1.70 1.7h 1.7k 1.7k 1.7k 1.7% L7
New York—ew-~wececv-- - o-ldl —— -—-— 2.13 2016 2-16 2'16 2-1‘[ 2.12 2.12
Philadelphlia-~======= 0=10l —— — 2,20 2.20 2.20 2.20 2,20 2,20 2.20
St. Louig=~-- - 0-104 -—— -——- 1.92 1.92 1.89 1.86 1,88 1,88 1.88
San Franciscoe------- 0-104 -— — 1.8k 1.84 1.8, 1.8: 1.8 1.84 1.8
CIGAR, domestic, reguler
size 1/
Atlanta 0-200 | (2/) +08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 .08 +08
Baltimore 0-20C «10 <10 «10 «10 10 +10 .10 «10 .10
Chicago=-~- Q-200 «10 «10 <10 «10 «10 10 +10 10 «10
Cincinnatier=ceawee- - 0-200 «10 +10 «10 «10 10 .10 «10 <10 .10
Detroiteme—w—ccaranaa 0-200 «10 10 «10 10 <10 .10 .10 +10 «10
Los Angeleg~=-crec~=a 0-200 «10 «10 «10 10 «10 «10 «10 «10 +10
New York-ee--ecceceee 0-200 -20 .10 «10 .10 «10 «10 «10 .10 «10
Philadelphig~=n==rm= - 0-200 «10 +10 210 «10 10 «10 «10 .10 «10
St. Louige-cwcocconem 0-200 . .08 «08 .08 . .08 .08 .08 .08
San Francisco=eecw==- 0-200 .10 10 <10 <10 «10 10 10 +10 -10

1/ Prices include all applicable Federal, State and local taxes (See appendix D).

2/ Atlanta was priced on & different cycle prior to 1953.

}_/ Not priced before April 1953. Prices include all applicable Federal, State and local taxes except retail sales

taxes (See appendix D).

l_t/ Change in cutlet sample. Averages for ocutléts common to both old and new samples were $1.5% in September 1953 and

$1.96 in December 1953.

j_/ Change in outlet sample. Averages for outlets common to both 0ld and new samples showed no price change from

preceding period.
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Appendix A. Frequency of Price Collection for 46 Cities Included in the Consumer Price Index

Population slize
group (1947)
A-l1. Over 2,000,000

A-2. 1,000,000 to

2,000,000

B. 240,000 to
1,000,000

C. 30, 500 to
2),0,000

D. 2,500 to
30,500

City
#Chicago, Ill.
#Detroit, Mich.
#Los Angeles, Calif.
#New York, N.Y.
#Philadelphia, Pa.

#Baltimore, Md.
Boston, Mass.
Cleveland, Ohio
Pittsburgh, Pa.

#St. Louis, Mo.

#San Francisco, Calif.
Washington, D. C.

#ptlanta, Ga.
#Cincinnati, Ohie
Houston, Texas
Kansas City, Mo.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Portland, Oregon
Scranton, Pa.
Seattle, Washington
Youngstown, Ohio

Canton, Chio
Charleston, W. Va.
Evansville, Ind.
Huntington, W. Va.
Lynchburg, Va.
Madison, Wis.
Middletown, Conn.
Newark, Ohio

San Jose, Calif.

Amna, Ill.

Camden, Ark.
Garrett, Ind.
Glendale, Ariz.
Grand Forks, N. Dak.
Grand Island, Neb.
Laconia, N. H.
Lodi, California
Madill, Okla.
Middlesboro, Ky.
mﬂn, Va.
Ravenna, Ohio
Rawlins, Wyo.
Sandpoint, Idaho
Shawnee, Okla.
Shenandoah, Iowa

Frequency of
price collection 1/

Monthly
Monthly
Monthly
Monthly
Monthly

March, Juns, September, December
Jsnuary, April, July, October

Februsry, May, August, November
January, April, July, October

March, June, September, December
March, June, September, December
February, May, August, November

March, June, September, December
March, June, September, December
February, May, August, November
Jamary, April, July, October
January, April, July, October
January, April, July, October
February, May, August, November
February, May, August, November
March, June, September, December

January, April, July, October
January, April, July, October
February, May, August, November
February, May, August, November
January, April, July, October
March, June, September, December
February, May, August, November
March, June, September, December
March, June, September, December

March, July, November

February, June, October
February, June, October
March, July, November

January, May, September
March, July, November

March, July, November

April, August, December
January, May, September
April, August, December
January, May, September
January, May, September
February, June, October
April, August, December
February, June, October
April, August, December

#Denotes cities for which average prices are included in this bulletin.
Prices are obtained monthly for many commodities including foods, fuels, rents,

nonfood grocery items, and group hospitalization.

This list is being extended to other

important goods and services whose prices are subject to local influences.
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APPENDIX B, — Relative Importance of Items Included in the Consumer Price Index, December 195k

The following table lists all of the goods and services that are priced for the CFPI.
Items for which average prices are included in tables 1 to 7 in this report are indicated by
an asterisk (*).

The relative importance of each item in the index as of December 1954 is indicated by the
percentage figures. They were obtained by computing the percentage distribution of the values
used in December 1954 for the computation of the index., (The values are equivalent to quantity
weights multiplied by December 195k prices).

These relative importance figures are published by the Bureau once each year in the
Monthly labor Review, since changes in prices which differ from item to item, will change the
percentage distribution of values,

The most recent publication of these data in the Monthly labor Review for April 1955
includes a detailed description of the computation procedure.

Table B-l.—List of items priced for the Consumer Price Index and their relative importance in the major groups of items and in the all-items
index, December 195l

December 195k December 195k
Percent | Percent Percent| Percent
Item of all |of major Item of all! of major
items group items group
total totel total total
FOOD 28.88 100,00 | Food at home—Continued
Fresh vegetables-—-Continued
Food at h 24,20 83.79 Green beans 0.11 0.39
Cereals and bakery product 3.22 1n.1s5 Cabbag; Ol b
Cereals 1.00 3.61 Carrots 09 <33
Flour, wheat 56 1.96 Onion .08 .8
Biscuit mix 15 «53 Tomat «23 81
Corn flak «10 o33 Celery 09 32
Rolled oats 07 .25 Lett 16 56
Corn meal. Oh a8 Canned fruits. .57 1.98
Rice .08 29 QOrange juice: 22 a7
Bakery product 2.22 T.64 Peach 16 5T
Bread, white 1.56 5.38 Pineapple, sliced .10 o3b
Soda crackers: .16 oSk Fruit cocktail 09 <30
Vanilla cooki S0 1.72 Canned vegetable +«&0 2.08
Meats, poultry, and fish 6,94 | 2Lk corn. a2 43
Beef 1.82 6.29 Peas 16 S5
Round steak: 79 2.7k Toma .19 64
Rib roast: 1S .51 Strained baby food —— 13 b
Chuck roast. o5 1.54 Frosen fruits a3 A6
ger i3 1.5 Orange juice trate. .10 36
Veal cutlet .18 62 | Strawberries .03 .10
Pork: 2.38 8.26 Frogen vegetabl .13 S
Pork chops 19 2.7 Peas. .08 .27
ked ham: 67 2.31 Green beans 0% .18
B 92 3.2 Dried fruits and vegetabl. - .18 62
Lamb, leg: .17 59 Prv .08 29
Other meats 92 3.16 Navy beans .10 .33
Frankfurters 66 2,27 | Other food at home S.83 20.18
Canned lunch meat. 26 .89 Partially prepared foods. .52 1.83
Poultry: Frying chick 92 3.2 Vegetable p 37 1.29
Fish 55 1.92 Beans with pork: A5 Sk
Fresh and frosen fin fish. 29 1.01 Condiments and 34 1.17
Canned sali 09 31 Sweet gherkins. 2l .83
Canned tuna - .17 «60 Tomato catsup .10 3L
Dairy product 3.96 13.70 Nonalcoholic beverages: 1,86 b.ld
Butter-ee-cee olly 1.52 Coff 1,37 k.69
Cheese, American process 48 1,66 Tea. A3 k6
Milk, fresh (delivered) 1.2 4.18 Cola drinkges «36 1,26
Wilk, fresh (grocery) 1.2, k.31 Fats and oils 95 3.26
Milk, evaporated 27 92 Margarine 24 82
Ice cream 32 1.1l Lard 212 42
Fruits and vegetabl k.25 14.72 Vegetable shortening 31 1.06
Fresh fruits 1,38 LoT1 Salad dressing 18 .62
Oranges <36 1.2 Peanut butter 10 3L
1 05 A7 Sugar and sweet 95 3.30
Grapefruit. .05 .18 Sugar, white .38 1.31
Apples .33 1,13 Corn sirup 13 iy
B 2k .83 Grape jelly: A3 &7
Peach 09 31 Chocolate bar 31 1.08
Grap .08 .27 Eggs, fresh .1 3.85
Strawberries .07 25 Miscellaneous: Flavored gelatin dessert--e--v-c-e 10 36
Watermel WAl «37 | Food away from home: Restaurant mealgeee-we-ecmocace h.68 16.21
Fresh vegetables 1.26 L.b2
Potat Jda L.l
Sweetpotat .05 .18
Digitized for FRAgde tootnotes at end of table.
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Appendix B.—Continued
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Table B-1.—List of items priced for ths Consumer Price Index and their relative importance in the major groups of items and in the all-items
index, December 195h--Continued

becember 195k becember 195k
Percent | Perceat Percent |Percent
Item of all | of major] Iten of all lof major
itens group items group
total total total total
HOUSING 33.02 100.00 | APPAREL - 9.33 100.00
Residential rents S.84 17.63 |Men's and boys' apparel 2.97 31.81
Other shelter-- 12.37 37.148 | Men's apparel 2.51 26.92
Housing away from home 1/ L0 12 Topcoats .21 2,33
H expenditures-= 1.97 36.27 Jackets .13 1.36
Sale prices of h 6.11 18.51 Sweaters 06 .59
Real estate taxes 1.0k 3.16 | #Suits, heavy wool 45 4.88
Mortgage interest rates 1.65 5.01 Suits, light wool 07 .75
Property insurance rates .21 62 | #suits, rayon: .09 .98
Repairs and impro 2.96 8.97 | #5lacks, wool. .15 1.58
Repainting garag 15 .46 | #Slacks, rayon .05 Sk
#Exterior house paint .26 .79 | =T s, work 20 2,18
Repainting dining room: .28 Bl | Overalls A3 1.36
#Paint brush: .30 «90 | #Shirts, work: 08 83
Reshingling house roof .30 .91 | *0loves, work Ol L7
#Replacing hot water heat e .76 2.31 shirts, sport 10 1,09
Kitchen cabinet sink. 13 «39 | *Shirts, business .19 2,00
#Sink f: % 31 «93 | *Shorts, cott 05 52
Refinishing dining room floor 17 «53 | *Undershirts, kait. .16 1.72
Porch flooring .30 W91 | #Pajama 06 .61
Gas and electricty 1.99 6.03 | xSock tt 2k 1.5k
Gas, residential heating: 3h 1.0l | #Socks, rayon: .07 .8
Gas, other than residential heatimger+=e-vmwacoses 63 1.90 } Hats, felt 08 .81
Electricity 1.02 3.09 | Boys' apparel U6 4.89
Solid fuels and fuel oil 1.34 L4085 } Suits, wool .13 1.26
Anthracite 24 73 Jackets, rayon 05 57
Bituminous coal. 52 1.56 | #Slack: Ol A7
Briquets 2/ <01 | »Dungarees, blue jeans 09 1.0l
Wood and prestologs: 02 06 | #Shirts, sport, woven .11 1.10
Fuel ofl .51 1.55 | *Undershorts, knit. K A8
Range o3l 05 .14 | Women's and girls' apparel. 4.09 13.87
H furnishing 6.271 18,99 | Women's , apparel 10 36.53
Textile h furnishi oTh 2,26 | #Coats, heavy wool, plain: A7 5.12
#Sheet. .18 56 Coats, light wool A7 1.79
«*Blankets 08 +25 | Coats, fur .08 .89
*Bedspreads, cott 08 o2l | %#Suits, wool 27 2,85
*Towel 06 19 Suits, rayon 09 1.02
#Tablecloths, cotton: 03 09 | #Dre s wool: 09 1.00
#Drapery fabrics, cott 16 L9 | Dresses, ray .39 Lok
*Curtains, cotton and ray 215 ol | *Dresses, , street 20 2.09
Floor coverings 55 1,65 | *H d s A3 1.3
#Rugs, wool, axminster, and broadloomes—w-ese—cmw 36 1,09 | »Skirts, wool .03 .31
Rugs, cotton, Lt «06 +17 | *Skirts, rayon: 09 96
#Rugs, felt bas a3 «39 | #Blouses, rayon Ak 1.9
Furniture 1.76 5.32 | Sweaters, wool 08 8k
*Living room suites Sl 61 [ Shorts, cotton, sport: 03 31
#Dinette sets, wood WJdh k) | %8lips, nylon tricot 07 <1
Dinette sets, chroms .19 «58 | #Slips, rayon o1l 1.19
#Bedroom suites +50 1.5k | *Panties, rayon 10 1.06
Sofa bed W17 <51 Girdles 12 1.30
#Bedsprings, coil 06 Jd9 Brassieres Jl 1.2k
wMattresses, innerspring construction-eee~cescnes 16 48 | sMightgowns, rayon and cotto! .10 1.11
Major household appli 2,23 6.7l | #Stockings, nylon .39 h.27
*Refrigerators, electric. 85 2.55 | »Gloves, cotton and leather Ol J8
Cookstoves B8 1.46 Handbags, fabric .10 1.08
#Washing machines, electric «50 1.52 | Girls' apparel 69 734
*Vacuum cl 8, electric 22 68 Coats 19 2.0
«#Sewing machines, electric 18 53 | Dresses, n. .l 1.52
Small household appliances: *Toasters, electric--- 2 6L | Skirts, wool 08 .81
H o8 +50 1.53 | Sweaters, cardigan, wool .08 .88
#Dinnerware, S53-piece set 216 50 Panti .12 1.25
S P s aluminy o2k «13 | %*Anklets .08 B4
Brooms 10 30 {F ar 1.47 15.71
Miscell 28 85 [ Men's S1 S.l9
“Hapkins, paper Ol .11 | *oxfords .29 3.10
*Toilet ti .18 +55 | #Work shoes Jdk 1.8
sElectric light bulbs 06 .19 | #Rubbers, dress 08 91
Household operatiom. S.2 15,77 | Woments. 51 S.u7
#Laundry soap and detergents 62 1,88 | #0xfords and pumps, street. 36 3.84
#Dry cleaning 1.21 3.66 | #Play sh A5 1.63
#laundry servi 69 2,08 | #Children's oxfords .30 3.18
Automatic laundry service 09 «27 | #Shoe repairs, men's and women!se«e-ceccecsa- ——————— .15 1.57
Domestic services «Sh 1,63 {Other apparel. .80 61
Teleph rates 1.06 3.20 | «Diapers .18 1.88
Residential water rat 32 97 | Yard goods A7 1.8y
Postag 25 o177 | #Cott A3 L.hk
Ice <11 33 ‘Rayon: K Jo
Tools 1/ .32 . Miscellaneous 1/ LS 4.89
See footnotes at end of table.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Appendix B.--Contimied

Table B-l. -~ List of items priced for the Consumer Price Index and their relative importance in the major groups of items and in the all-items
index, December 195k—Contimed

December 195k December 195k
ten Percent | Percent Percent | Percent
I of all |of major Iten of all {of major
items group itens group
total total total total
TRANSPORTATION 11.17 100.00 | PERSOMAL CARE: 2.1y 100,00
Automobil, 9.80 87.76 | sen's haircut. 62 50
New cars 2.75 2u.60 t wave .13 6.06
Used cars 1.51 13.49 l-shupoo and wave set. J19 8.75
*Auto repairs 1.12 | 10.05 |xToilet soap a 10.00
WTired--- <30 2.7 *clu.miu 1 W13 6.03
*Gasoli 2,26 20,28 p a4 9.61
Motor oll iy} 1,86 lsL_7 » “'m"‘ A1 5.18
Auto i .92 8.26 |#Shaving 06 2.81
Reglstration and license fees 29 2,57 |xHome p t refill Ol 2.01
Pariing { WAl 1.27 |#Face powd .12 Sl
Taxicabs <30 2,67 |#Face cr 12 S.ll
#Local public transportation: Streetcar and busfares 1.10 9.81 blad o1y 6.15
Railroad fares .27 2.43 |*Ssnitary mapkins .06 2.11
MEDICAL CARE 5.0% 100.00 |HREADING AND RECREATION S.24 100,00
Physici 1.60 31.79 |*Radio, table wodele~. 36 6.83
#0ffice visit .71 141y | Television sets ~ .82 15.65
wHome visit o1 14.07 Television repairs Ol 81
Obstetrical care- .18 3.8 | Motiom-picture admissi 1.57 29.81
#Surgeon: 17 3.30 *Adul t~ 1.2 23.57
*Spocialilt: Ton.lillecw-— 09 1,73 #Child o33 6.2
Dentist B8l 16,57 Toy .28 S.37
] ———— 67 13.25 sporting good 1.19 22.7
*Extracti a7 3.32 papers 98 .9
#Optometrist: Ryeglasses, complet 27 S.33
Hospital rates=—-- .22 4.28 JOTHER GOODS AMD SERVICES S.17 100,00
Men's pay ward .07 1.36 -

o A5 2.92 |*Cigarett 1.82 35.17
Group hoapitn.uut‘ 1.06 21,29 |xCigars Jdbh 2.69
Prescriptions and drugs .80 15.71 Beer 1.46 28,19

#Prescriptions, narcotic and nomnarcotic--eeeeeeee .28 S.19 skey .92 17.8h
#Penicillin tablets 08 1.51 | Miscellaneous 1/ 3/ .83 16,11
#Multiple vitamin trates «0 3.86 =

Aspirin .18 3.62

Milk of 4 .06 1.23
’ Denotn items for whigh averages prices are publishod in this 3/ Tass than 0,005 percent.

y lot actually priced; imputed to another priced item or group

of items.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Kiscellaneous urvlen such as legal services, banking fees,

and burhl services.



APFENDIX Co Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices for Items Included in this Bulletin

This appendix contains the specifications developed and used by the Bureau of Labor Statistics for its price
collection program insofar as it relates to the price data published in this bulletin. In addition special
instructions given to the field agents which will help in the interpretation of the price data have been included.
The code numbers identify the articles and services for which prices are published in tables 1 -« 7, When signifi-
cant revisions have been made in the specifications between December 1952 and December 195k, the date and kind of
revision is indicated by special note.

I. HOUSING
Ao, HOME REPATRS AND MAINTENANCE

H~-10h Rege EXTERIOR HOUSE PAINT H=130 Regs WATER HEATER

Description: Exterior house paint, white Style: Standard type model (exclude table top models)
F'Esg quality. Exclude "trim®™ paint vanized steel or glass~lined steel. Fully

Prica._rg Unit: l-gallon lots automatic.
ands: Nationally advertised (If unable to Finish: Enamel
price nationally advertised brands, substitute Construction: Insulation of 1} to 3 inches spun, or
to local brand representative in the city Tibre glass or rock wool, #Magnesium rod or glass—
being priced.) lineds 100 percent cut-off safety pilot.

Sggcig%x Whether nationally advertised or local Capacitys 30 gallons. Recovery rate of at least 33

ande g?ﬁons per hour for 60OF rise. Input of at least

2,000 BTU'S per hours
Gusrantees Straight 5 years, or S years with an addi-
onal 5 years on sliding scale (either pre-rated ar

H-106 Reg. PAINT BRUSH based on mileage), or 10 years.
Replacement Conditionss Standard or convenient arrange-
Materials 100 percent pure imported hog bristle ment of existing pipes., Pipes do not need replacing.
Size#s 34" to 4" wide. 3% to 3-3/L4" from fer- Brandss Price 2 volume selling brands in each outlet.
rule to tip. 7/6% thick. cify: Whether magnesium rod or glass-lined.
Construction: Valcanized in rubber cial Instructions: Report tofal price. Indicate
Frands: Frice 2 volume selling brands (in each %FE Installation charge by footnote.

outlet) purchased by homeowners oniys (exclude
quelity of brush purchased in volume by pro-
fessional craftsmen.) H-Uiliel Rego and H-145.1 Alt. FAUCET, SINK
Specify:s Size (width x length x thickmess)
Style: Combination kitchen faucet. Swinging spout.
_%Eclude spray attachment.)
Type: H=llhhols Wall mount (exposed through back

H=107 Alt. PAINT BRUSH assembly,)
H-Ui5,1s. Ledge (horizontal deck) type
Same as H-106 except for the following: Materials Brass, chrome finish
Replacement Conditions: Standard or convenient ar~
Material: 70 percent pure imported hog bristle rangement of existing pipes. Pipes do not need re-
percent filling material other than placement.
pure bristle. Brands: Price 2 volume selling brands in each cutlet

Special Instructions: Report total price including
installation. 1Indicate the installation charge by
footnote, Specify whether with or without soap dish

H-108 Alte PAINT BRUSH (If with, specify price of soap dish.) Specify
whether with or without aerator (If with, specify
Same as H-106 except for the following: price of aerator.)

Materials 100 percent nylon bristle
STzes 33" to 4" wide. 3" to 4" from ferrule
"o tip. 7/6" thick.

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply,.
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

I. HOUSING - Continued

B. HOUSEHOLD TEXTILES

H-40O Reg. BATH TOWEL

Style: White or colors, may have contrasting
color borders (exclude Jacquard designs)
Fabri¢: Terry, 3 pick
Yarn: Carded cotton
Construction: Selvage sides
3 7% 1b,/doz.
Z8: 22 X inches

H-410 Reg and H-%411 Alt. SHEET

Pabric: Muslin, white
Yarn: Carded cotton
Thread Count (gray): 6ixéh (type 128)
Finish: Blsached. Finish not to contain

over & sizing

Construction: Hand torn, plain hems, tape
selvage

Sizex (before hemming): H~L410: 81%x99n
F-Llls Blwxio8e

H~4420 Reg. BEDSPREAD

Stﬁlex Fancy patterns
rics Jacquard weave, single color

{one color and white)

Yarn: Carded cotton

Finish: Colorfast to washing
Construction: Woven selvage edges, hemmed ends
Welght: Approx. 3-3% lbs.
Size: Full bed size, approximately 85x105

H-430 Reg. BLANKET

Style: Single, approx. 5i-7 inch acetate satin
or taffeta binding

Fabric: Blanket, double or single woven, solid
colors
Yarn:  All new wool

Weights 3% to 3-3/k 1bs.

Sizes 72x90 inches

Seasons: September through January

H-L40 Reg. TABLECLOTH

Fabric: Dobby crepe or granite weave (momie or
¥mummie® crepe) or sailcloth; screen printed
(sometimes termed "hand printed") 3 to 6 colers
Yarnt Carded cotton
Thread Count (gray): Crepe, 68x72
Weight: Sailcloth: Regular, (exclude junior

saileloth)
Finish: Colorfast to washing

Construction: Machine hemmed enrds, woven selvage
sides

Sizexs 52x52 inches or ShxSh inches

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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H-441 Alt. to B-h4O TABLECLOTH

Fabrics Plain weave, solid colors
Yarn*: Spun rayon and combed cotton, 2-ply preferred
or may be single ply
Thread Count (gray): Approx. &uxhO
Finish: May be pre-laundered or 1% or less residual
shrinkage. Vat dyed
Construction: Machine hemmed
Sizer 52352 or 5kxSh inches

H-450 Reg. CURTAINS

Style: Ruffled (Priscilla type) with tisbacks
Fabric#: Marquisette, plain, pin, pebble, or cushion
dot.  White, cream, or ecru
Yarn:s Cotton
Thread Count (gray): Plain, 48x28; pin dot, Léx22;
pebble dot, 40x18; cushion dot, Li6x18
Finishi#: Regular preferred or may be permanent
Construction: Plain hemmed. Ruffle approx. 6 to 7
ches ished width. 1-3/4 to 2 fullness (i.e.
1-3/%1 to 2 in. fullness to each 1 inch of curtain
body,
Size* (including ruffle): -length: A - 90 inches,
B = 81 inches. Width: A ~ 50 to 52 inches. (Approx.
45" acceptable on West Coast.)
Seasonss Designated for each city

H-L51 Reg. CURTAINS

Style: Ruffled (Priscilla type) with tisbacks
E%r!c: Organdy, white
Yarn: Combed cotton
Thread Count (gray): 60x52
Finish: Heberlein or comparable "permanent® finish
Constructions French headed, picot edge. Ruffle: 6-inch
cut width, 1-3/L4 fullness (i.e. 1-3/L yds. fullness to
1 yd. finished ruffle), Back hems, ruffled tiebacks
Size#s Width, each panels U1-42 in. Length: A. 90 in.
B. 81 inches; C. 72 inches
Seasonss Designated for each city

Special Instructions: Price length originally selected
city: e

H-460 Reg. CURTAINS

Style: Tailored
abric: Marquisette, white or eggshell

Yarn: Rayon
Thread Count (gray): LLx3C per in.

Construction: “Hemmed and headed": Bottom Hem: minimum
3 Inches. Side hems: 1-1} inches. May be double
stitched. (Exclude corded and faced-back edges)
Finished rod pockets

Size*: Widths LO-42 inches. Length: A. 90 inches;
B.~ 81 inches; C. 72 inches; D. 63 inches

Seasons: Designated for each city
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices—Continued
I. HOUSING - Continued
B. HCUSEMOLD TEXTILES
H~480 Rege. DRAPERY FABRIC

a - Pebble Cloth

b = Bark Cloth

Solid Colors

Yarn: Carded Cotton

Thread Count ég%zz
2 - oth ~=e-28x29 per inch

b - Bark Cloth wem——f1%x36 per inch
Weights
a = Pebble Cloth—~-1,13 yd./1ibe
based on 52-inch material
b ~ Bark Cloth—--—1.25 yde/1b.
based on S52=-inch material
Finish: Preshrunk, vat dyed
WIJEAT Finished: approximately 48 inches

C. FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE

H~520 Rege AXMINSTER RUG H-570 Rege HARD SURFACE RUG
Styles Axminster ruge Made at factory. Current Construction: Felt base. Printed enamel surface.
patterns; (exclude mill drops.) Heavy weighte
Yarn#s All wool, 2 or 3 ply. Size: 9x12 feet

Construction: L=2/3 rows per inch
ac s Jute or paper
Size: x 12 feet

Note#s If factory finished rug cannot be priced, E~600 Rege LIVING ROOM SUITE
(2) Roll price including binding charge (not
serging) for a 9x12 ft. rug is acceptable for Style: Lawson, Club, Conventional or Modern; square
outlets customarily selling from the roll, or ¢or T=cushion
(b) If an outlet sells rugs from samples only, Composition of Suites
prices are acceptable. " 2~plece, sofa and cheir; or 3-piece, sofa and 2
chairs
(NOTS: The "Note™ was added Sept. 1953, to Conatruction*s
pernit pricing of "roll goods and pricing ase and s Base, interlaced strips of 3i=-inch
from samples'") y woven webbing; or l-plece sagless webbing

of heavy duck, burlap or material of cimilar grade
Spring, no~sag or gzigger type; or coil springs
tied Lh-ways (8 knots) with good grade hemp twine

H-52) Alt. to H=-520 AXMINSTER RUG Combination Base-Springt: Springs fastened to metal
strips and/or rods with coll springs tied 2-ways
Sames as H-520 except for the following: (L ‘ots) with wire, May include preformed units
Edge: Hard or spring edge, thickly padded
Yarnis 50 percent wool and 50 percent carpet atform: Sateen or similar covering
rayon, 2 or 3 ply @g: Felted cotton and XXXX Louisiana moss, or.
rul ized sisal or rubberiged hair

Cushionss Reversible, spring filled.
Back: Any type, except loose cushions

H«530 Reg. BROADLOOM, VELVET ml;osed wood: Cum or similar hard wood; walnut or
ogany finish
Style: Velvet, broadloom Cover%x Pile fabrics may have rubberized backing;
Yarn#: A1l wool, 2 to 3 ply, Hard twist plain velvet (cut pile); or Frieze or Boucle (un-
Construction: 21k to 216 pitch. 8 to 8} wires cut pile); or Jacquard Frieze (cut and uncut pile)
per inch, 2 shot. Backings Jute or paper Fiber Content: 100-percent mohair pile, cotton
Width: 9~ft. (12/4) Back {Government Standard or comparable grade)
Wote#: If an outlet sells "Broadloom® from Note: In southern cities only, tapestry of cctton
samples only, prices are acceptable, and rayon {in grade comparable to the mohair

covering specified) is acceptable for pricing
Sizesi: (2-inch range permitted)
Sofa: Overall length 75" to 85%
Platform length 60" to 70"
Chair: Height 30" to 35

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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APFENDIX C = Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

I. HOUSING - Continued

C. FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE = Continued

H~60L Alt. to H-600 LIVING ROOM SUITE
Same as H=-500 Rege. except fcr the followings

Coveringi#s Pile fabrics: may have rubberized
ac » TFrieze or Boucle (uncut pile) Jacquard
Frisze (cut and uncut pile)
Fiber content of pile: (a) Mohair, rayon and
cotfon; may contain wools (b) Wool, rayon and
cotton

(NOTE: Sept. 1953 - added "may have rubberized
backing"
Octo 1953 - deleted nylon from the blends
added cotton)

H-602 Alt, to H-600 LIVING ROOM SUITE
Same as H-600 except for the following:

Construction: Cushionss Foam rubber core; or
spring-if1lled with Telted cotton and/or layer
of foam rubber.

Coverings#: Pile fabrics:s may have rubberized
backing. Frieze or Boucle (uncut pile); or
Jacquard Frieze (cut and uncut pile)

Fiber contents 100 percent nylon pile, cotton
ack

(NOTE: Jan. 1954 = added "Cushionss May have
foam rubber core; or spring-filled
with felted cotton and/or layer of foam
rubber*)

H~630 Alt. to H-631 BEDSPRING

Style: Coil, double-deck. (exclude single-deck
springs)

Construction*s 88 to 90 coils. May have border

oI single—deck coils.

Frame: Continuous angle iron bottom and top
border (exclude springs with top border wire)
Platform tecpe e pals of stabilizers.

Fialsh: O0il pairnt or aluminum.

Siz2: Double ted.

H-531 Reg. BOX SPRING

Stylss Box spring. Flain border. Taped edges.
Construction¥: 80 to 90 coils, wire tied

St unit covered with sisal pad and layers

of cotton

Covering#: Damask, drill, sateen or woven ticking;

or other material of comparable quality.
Weight: 6 to 4% oz./yde (exclude 8 oz./yds fabrics)
L{f&:: Double bed

#Agent specifies cholce to which quotations apply.
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H=635 Rege MATTRESS

Styles Innerspring mattress

Construction¥®: 209 to 232 coils, Wire tied spring
unit covered with sisal pad and/or layers of felted
cotton, Prebuilt border with true irner roll.
Button tufts. UL to 8 ventilators.

Covering#*: Damask, drill, sateen or woven ticking; or

cther material of comparable quality.

Weight: 6 to 6} oz+/yd. (exclude 8 oz./yd, fabrics)

Sizei Double bed

H=651.1 and H-€52.1 Reg. BEDROOM SUITE

Style: Modern. Straight line (also called "func-
%Ional" and "plank-tor®) #Panel, bookcase or bar bed;
regular chest (exclude commercial modern also called
"yaterfall®)

Composition of Suite#: A. 3-major pieces; bed, chest,
double dresser with mirrora B.. h-major. piaces; bed,
chest, double dresser with mirror, vanity with mirror
and bench. C. Any other combination e.ge. including
night tatle, chest-robe, etc.

Construction:

T ExterTor Woodxs

Veneered: wWalnut (sliced or quartered), mahogany,
Korina or Oake

Finishes#: Blond, bleached, Cordovan, limed, gray
or chocolate, etco

(exclude laminated core woods)

Cases: S-ply tops and fronts; 3-ply end panels

__ﬁa: #3 or S+ply panels; side rails - hardwood or
metal

Structural ts: Gum or simllar hardwood

General construction: All pieces framed and braced
throughout; mortised and tenoned, or doweled. All
Joints carefully fitted. All exposed surfaces in-
cluding interiors of cases and drawers carefully
machined and sanded; smooth edges.

Cases: Glue-blocked and veinforced throughout

Drawers: Dovetailed all corners; bottom fitted into
groove in back panel to provide full box construc-
tion; finished interiors; full depth; center
guides; dust-proofed throughout.

Finish: Water stain; silex filler; toning if neces-
sary; prime ccat or "surfacer™ and one coat of
varnish or 2 of clear lacquer, sanded between
coats,

Sizes#: (2" range permitted)

T H-E51,1. Single dresser: 42" to LM x 18% to 21%; %3

or I full-length drawers.

H~552,1 Double dressers SL" to 58% x 19" to 21%; *
ninimum o awers; (exclude triple dressers)

Vanitys LL" to L8" x 18% to 20n

Mirrors: Shape and size in correct proportion to
stylc of suite

Chests basz to 38" x 18 to 20"; ¥ or 5 drawers

[} T "

(NOTE: Febo 1953 =~ added "Sizes 2-inch range permitted
Chests from 32«35% to 35-38%
Septo 1953 ~ added "Exterior wood: solid wood -
1limeq Qak"
Jane 1954 - added "Styles Bookcase or Bar-type
bed?
deleted %solid wood - limed Oak,
®added under veneer - "or Oak")
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

I, HOUSING = Continued

Ce FLOOR COVERING AND FURNITURE -~ Continued

H-661 DINETTE SET

Styles Early American
Composition of Set: S5 piece, tabls and li side chairs
Construction:
rior Wood#:
So1id hard ¥aple (northern or rock)s or Birch with Kaple finish
Table#: Dropleaf (extension-type with one center leaf); or
Relsctory type
Chairs#: Stool type; or continuous back-post type. Saddle seat
General Construction: All joints well-made and carefully fitted.
Smooth edges and well~sanded surfaces.
Tnish: Stained, sealed, toning if necessary; prime coat or
surfacer" and 2 coats of lacquer, sanded between coats.
Size#: Table: TDropleaf ~ 36" to 38n x 25" to 27", closed
Refectory - 32" to 3h" x Lk® to 4B, closed.

(NOTE: Mar. 1953 ~ added to table ®“with center leaf"
deleted chair with "plain seat™
added chair of ®"continuous back-poest type®
Table size changed from
Dropleaf: from 35"-37% x 23m-25% to

36m=38n x zﬁ'-ﬂ"z
Refectory: from 30M=32% x Low-lj2% to
32%-34m x LlelBe

De

H~700 Rege SEWING MACHINE

Style#s Modern or Contemporary, (exclude desk-type)

Standard Head -~ Domestic Manufacturer

cabInets Console style, #Plain walnut or mahogany
venser on gum, or Mahogany or walmut finish on
hardwood; (exclude blend or bleached finishes);
May heve #Hand
Sewing rack built on
inside of docr, or several small drswers to hold

Stretchers between lege optional.
or automatic head-1ift.

sewing equipments

Equipment: Round bobbin, automatic bobbin winder,
%; Reversible stitch (backward and

Full rotary.

forward sewing). Sewing light.

bobhin and long bobbin).

: Full set cf
standard attachments, (exclude oscillating round

APPLIANCES AND OTHER HOUSEWARES

H=711 Rego VACUUM CLEANER

Styles Standard model, (exclude “canister® type.)
Cylinder (tank) type. With set of basic attachments
of approximately 11 pieces

Construction: Suction. Single speed motor

Erand; Each period price one model of each manufacturer

whose line is carrled In reporting outlets,

H-712 Alt. to H-711 Reg. VACUUM CLEANER

Style: Standard model. Canister (round) type. Full set
of attachments *(Report number of pieces)

Constructions Suction type. 3/h - horsepower #Toe=tap
or toggle switch. Single speed motor

Brand: Each period price one model of eachk manufacturer
Wwhose line is carried in Teporting outlets.

{NOTE: Mar. 1953 - added ™may have hand or autcmatic

head 1ift)

H=-710 Alte. to H~711 VACUUM CLEANER

Styles Standard model.
Without attachments

Construction: Motor~driven brush or agitator.

e or 2-speed mctor, (exclude models witn
"deluxe" features, such as extra large head)ight,
bag made of fabrics other than standard cotton
twill, bags with specisl inner linings, etc.)

Brand: Each period price ore mcdel of each manu-

facturer whose line 1s carried in report-

#S

ing outlets.
(NOTE:

—

Floor-type (upright)

Mar, 1953 « added "or 2-speed motor"
Mar. 195} - changed from "Rege" to "Alt.")

=720 Reg. WASHING MACHINE

Style: Standard models Nonautomatic (wringer type)
Agitator types Single speed. iay have full skirt.

Construction: Porcelain enamel sheet steel tub.

ic enamel steel legs and framework. Adjustable

position wringer with approximately 2% rolls, adjust-
able pressure control (nonautomatic), safety pressure
release, With electric water pump, (exclude spinner-
type and antomatic washing machines, and washers with
automatic timers.)

B
ands Fach perlod price one model of each manufacturer
TWhose line is carrisd in reporting outlets.

{HOTE: Septe 1953 ~ added "may have full skirt®)

#Agent, specifies cholce to which quotations applys

Digitized for FRASER
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APPENDIX C, Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

I. HOUSING - Continued

D, APPLIANCES AND OTHER HOUSEWARES - Continued

H-730 Regs REFRIGERATOR

Style: Standard model.

F.x{'{;hs Dulux exteriore Porcelain enamel interior.

Treezing Equipment: Full-width top freezer; 28 to 52
pounds frozen focd capacity; 2 to L ice lrays;
freeser drawer or tray under locker; (exclude
models with individual outside doors for freezer
and refrigerator

Size: 8.0 t0 97 cu. fto

Cabinet ipments Removable or adjustable shelves;
L %o g% cue. TT. shelf area; 2 crispers or
hydraters (msy be only 1, if full-width); storage
racks and/or butter leeper on deor

Brand: Each period price one model cf each manufac-
Turer whose line is carried in reporting outlets

(NCTEs Jan. 1953 - deleted "vegetable bin®
added "may have butter keeper®
June 1953 - revised to include "storage
racks and/or butter keeper on
door")

H=750 Rege TOASTER

Styles Streamlined. Automatic, “pop-up®
C'Sgifmctlom Chroms plated body. Black or brown
plastic trime Manual lever for depressing
toaster. Dial indicator (selector). Thermostatic
control or timer. OCrumb traye. AC or AC-C; 110-120
volts.
Approximate Overall Size: 11x6~1/8x7-1/k inches
ﬁma: Each perlod price one model of each manufac~
Turer whose line is carried in reporting outlets.

H=760 Rego OPEN SAUCE PAN

Description: 2-quart - stamped process. Sheet
ﬁum%ﬁum, 16 to 18 gauge. Open pan (exclude
1id), Metal side handle. Beaded rim.

Brand: Manufacturer and store brands.

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

H-770 Reg. DINNERWARE: 53 piece set

Bodys Earthenware (also known in the trade as semi-
Forcelain or semi-vitreous dinnerware); Ivory to
white. Clear glaze. First selection

Decoration: Over glaze simple decalcomania treatment;
or Liquid bright gold stamped center decoraticn and/or
border decoration. With or without simple gilt cr
colored edge treatment. Under glaze decoration may
be accepted (provided price is in same range as over
glaze decoration from other outlets in city)

Composition of Sets 8 dinner plates, 8" trade size.

5 bread and butler plates; 8 soup plates; 8 fruit

or cereal dishes; 8 cups and saucers; 1 medium
platter, approximately 10" to 12" trade size; 1
vegetable dish (also termed nappie or baker), approxi-
mately 8" trade size; 1 creamer; 1 sugar bowl and
cover (2 pieces); (8 salad plates may be substituted
for 8 soup plates); (Value of any extra pieces in-
cluded in the price raported, such as vegetable dish,
salt and pepper sets, cookls jars, etc., are showmn
separately by the agent)

Digitized for FRASER
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retall Prices - Continued

I.
E.
H-800 Reg. LAUNDRY SOAP

Description: Laundry soap, granules or powder
Tor general laundry use.
Unit#*: 20 to 28 ounce package

H-804 Reg. DETERGENT

Description: Alle-purpose granulated or powdered
detergent (soapless cleaner).
Units Large box (one pound, 3 ounces).

HOUSING - Continued
_HOUSEHOLD OPERATION

Y-811 Reg.; H-812 Reg.; H-81L Reg.; H-815 Reg.
LAUNDRY - 20 pound bundle

%o_a%: 20 pound laundry bundle:

- - ifty - Everything washed; wearing
apparel returned damp; flat work
completely ironed ready for use.

H-812 - Fluffed Dry (No Starch) - Everything
washed; nothing starched; wearing
apparel returned dry; flat work re-
turned ironed ready for use.

H-814 - Economy (Family or Press Finished) -
Everything washed; articles requiring
starch are starched; wearing apparel
finished on hand press with no hand-work;
flat work is returned ironed ready for
use; no mending. .

H-815 - Finished Family (Complete Finished) =~
Everything washed; articles requiring
starch are starched; wearing apparel
finished with hand-work; flat work re-
turned ironed ready for use; mending
done.

H~830 Reg. DRY CLEANING AND PRESSING

Description: Cleaning and pressing man's 2-piece wool

suit. Delivered.
service charge or insurance.

Regular service. Include any

(NOTE: Jan. 1953 - revised from 3-plece suit, to

2-piece suit)

H-835 Reg. DRY CLEANING AND PRESSING

Description: Cleaning and pressing women's plain
I—pTgce dress, without pleats. Cash, carry and

call-for. Regular service.
charge or insurance.

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices—Continued
2. APPAREL
A. MBN'S OUTERWEAR

A-110 Reg. SUIT A~130 Reg. SLACKS
Style: Single or double breasted 2-piece (coat and Style: Pleats at waist
~“one pair of trousers) Fabric:»
Fabric: ““Body: Hard-finished worsted fabrics such as gabar-
T Body: Hard-finished fabrics such as worsteds, dine or covert (exclude serge)
sharksidn or gabardine (exclude unfinished worsteds) Yarn: All new wool worsted
Yarn: All new wool worsted Welght:s 13 to 1k oz./yd.
Welght: 13 to 134 oz./yd. Tining: waistband mercerized cotton twill or rayom
Tining: Coat half-lined and sleeves full-lined Pockels: mercerized cotton
with acetate or rayon fabric Construction: Full cut
Interlining: Fronts canvas of cottom,rayon (and/or “Clean workmanship (comparable to that in trousers of
wool) and hair - sult, pper fly
Construction: Mull cut Size Range:s 28 to 4O inch waist
T Workmanship: Approx. #u grade tailoring: Hand- -
Telled bottom of collar, lining hand-felled at
armhole, shoulder and bottom of sleeve, handmade A-136 Reg. SLACKS
buttonholes in coat
Style: Pleats at waist
Size Range: Regular 3i4 to Uk FabrTes
H Gabarn;line te
arn: Rayon/aceta
Welghts 1k oz./yd.
A~1ll, Reg. SUIT %x waiatbang: cotton twill or rayon;
cke .
Style: Single or double breasted 2-plece (coat and co'ufﬁcf.;.on3 yd./Ib. cotton sheeting or twill
one pair of trousers) T Falr workmanship: Plain serged seams, sipper fly,
Pabric: 3bout 2 1nch cutlet in back seam at waist
“Body: Hard-finighed fabrics such as worsted, Sisze Range: Approximately 28 to Lk

"shariksiin or gabardine (exclude unfinished worsteds)
Yarn: All new wool worsted

1@’9 13 to 134 osz./yd. A-13T Alt. to A-136 SLACKS
) ng: Coat half-lined and sleeves full-lined
With acetate or rayon fabric Style: Pleats at waist, may have self belt
Interlining: PFronts canvas of cotton, rayon }%‘Ir ci1%
Tand/or wool) and hair t Hard-finished fabrics such as gabardine or
Construction: suitings
Workmanship: Approx. #1 to #2 grade tailoring: Yarns*  Rayon and/or acetate, may contaim 15 to 25%
Hand~Telled bottom of collar, sleeve lining may be fAylon
hand-felled at top or bottom or both top and bottom, Weight:
remainder of garment machine made including machine 8. Year-round, 124 to 15 os./yd.; or
e by ez B te B on iy
N sh: Crease resis s MY stain or spot
Sise Range: Regular 3L to Ll feslstant po
Linégi: Waistband: cotton or rayon twill, may be
rubberised type such as Snugtex
A=~120 Reg. SUIT Pockets: Cotton twill
Construction: Full cut
Style: Single or double breasted 2-piece (coat and “TClean workmanship: Serged seams, may have saddle
one pair of trousers) m—.mg sean (may be welt seam) Zipper
Fabric: fly, ¥Regular belt loops and pockets or tunnel loops
goiz Suiting; and/or offset pockets -
’i':'?g*lmon and/or acetate; may contain maxium of Size Range: Regular (approximately 28 to kk)
nylon
Weight: Up to 11 oz./yd. based on 59 to 60 inch A-170 Reg. WORK TROUSERS
Finish: May be crease and stain resistant Style: Work
ﬁ'ﬁhﬂm: Coat half-lined and sleeves full-lined abrics
rayon and/or acetate fabric ‘ﬁ: 4-leaf left hand twill, khaki or colors
Interlining: Pronts canvas of cotton, rayon, and arn: Carded cotton
Ralr mixture Welght: (Gx'aysz 8.2 to 8.5 oz./sq.yd.
Construction: sh: Va' ed; mercerised, residual shrinkage
~ Workmandhip: Approx. #l+ to #2 grade tailoring: I or less
Hand-Telled botton of collar, sleeve lining may be Pockets: Cotton drill, 2,85 yd./lb,
hand-felled at top or bottom or both top and bottom, Construction: Full cut, 28 to 29 yd./doz, based on
remainder of garment machine made including machine - ric and sise scale 29 to 42 inches
buttonholes Clean workmanship:
Size Range: 3k to Ll Size Range: 30 to Lk inch waist

Season and Areas: March through July, all areas,
except west (oast cities

*Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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APPENIIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices—Continued
2. APPAREL-—~Continued
A. MEN'S QUTERWEAR—Continued

A-185 Reg. WORK SHIRT

Style: Work

“Tockets:# Plain button-through preferred; or
may be plain with button flap

Fabric:

~Body: Chambray
Yarn: carded cotton
Weight: Gray: 3.90 yd./lb., Finished: Approx.

-0 yd./1b. based op 36é-inch fabric

Finish: Residual shrinkage 1% or less

construction: Full cut: 30 to 31 yd./doz. based on
36-Inch fabric and neckband size scale 1l to 17
Clean workmanship: Collar interlined, continuous
non-rip sleeve lacing, double or triple-stitched
seam, good quality buttons (exclude extra features
such as double fabric elbow and forearm and extra
depth front or back yoke with air vents)

Size Range: 1L to 17 inch neckband

A-188 Reg. WORK GLOVES

Style: Clute pattern, knit wrists
abric:

: Canton flannel, twilled canva; outside,
napped finish on inside, single thickness
Yarn:s Carded cotton
Welght: 8 os./yd.

Wrist: Cotton, double knit
Construction: Single lockstitch seams

B. MEN'S FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES

4-200 Reg. BUSINESS SHIRT

Style: Business, fused or similarly constructed
collar, attached barrel cuffs
Fabric:
fﬁ;ﬁ: Broadcloth, white
arn: Combed cotton
Thread Count ( s 136:6033128168
Finlsh: Residual shrinkage 1% or less
construction: Full cut, 31 to 32 yd./doz. based on
36-1nch Tabric and neckband sise scale 14 to 17

Clean workmanship:
Brand: ﬂanﬁ!'acﬁi:gr'l nationally advertised

5T%e Range: 1k to 17 inch neckband

A-202 Reg. BUSINESS SHIRT

Style: Business, fused collar, attached barrel
culfs

Fabric:

'}r?_azs Broadcloth, white, colors or prints
arn: Carded cotton
Thread Count 1+ 100 x 60 or 112 x 60
¥inlsh: colorlast to washing
Residual shrinkage 1% or less

Construction: 29 to 30 yd./doz, based on 36-inch
Tabric and neckband sise scale 1k to 17

Falr workmanship:
Size @: ey % 17 neckband

A-220 Reg. PAJAMAS

Style: Coat or middy
(333
~Pody: Percale printed patterns; broadcloth solid
colors or printed patterns
Yarn: Carded cotton

Tread Count (Gray):
ercale:

x
Broadcloth: 80 x 60
Finishi* Regular; or residual shrinkage 1% or less;
colorfast to washing

Construction: 50 to 51 yd./doz. based on 36-inch

TFair workmanship:
Si%e Nanget EeE'\iEar, AtoD

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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A-230 Reg. UNDERSHIRT
Style: Athletic

Fabric:
¢ Rib knit, 1 x 1; or 2 x 2 ("Swiss rib"), or
panel -

Yarn: Combed cotton (exclude mercerised yarn)
Weight: 1-3/4 to 2 1b./doz.
Constructions
r workmanship:
May have nylonized finish; may have nylon seam
stitching and/or part nylon yara in fabric bindings
Size Range: 34 to Lk inch chest
Pricing Unit: Single; or multiple of 6 or less

A-234 Reg. SHORTS

Style: Boxer; or yoke front; gripper or button
closure; woven elastic inserts at waist
Fabric:
: Broadcloth, printed pattern
Yarn: Carded cotton
Thread Count (Gray): 80 x 60
FInlsh: FResi shrinkage 1% or less; colorfast to
was
Construction: 12 to 13 yds/doz. based on 36-inch
T Tabric and size scale 30 to L4 inches
Fair workmanship:

Size ges Ll inch waist
Pricing Unit: Single; or multiple units of 6 or less

A-2l0 Reg. SOCKS

Style: Dress, seamless
3#] hose or slack length
Solid colors (exclude clocking)
Fabric: Cotton, knit
Yarn: Combed, mercerised, 2-ply in body
Constructions 220 to 2l0 needles, heels and toes
reinlorced with cotton and/or nylom
Sise Range: Approx. 10 to 13

Pricing Unit: Single; or multiple of 6 or less
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices—Contimued

2. APPAREL-——Continued

B. MEN'S FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES--Continued

A-2hly Reg. SOCKS

Style: «Half hose or slack length;solid colers

or fancy patterns
Fabric: Rayon

Welght: 1L to 18 oz./doz. based on half hose

In slze 11

Construction: 220 to 2l0 needles; merceriszed
cotton tops; toe heel and sole reinforced with
mercerized cotton, rayon, and/or nylon

Size Range: 10 to 12

Pricing Unit: Single; or multiple of 6 or less

C. BOYS'

A-320 Reg. SLACKS

Style: Continuous waistband with elastic in sides,
pleated front, 2 side and 2 back pockets

Fabric:
Body: Gabardine
Yarn: Rayon/acetate
Welghts Approx. 1l oz./yd. based on 60" fabric
Finlsh: Crease resistant

Lining:
Walstband: Cotton or rayon twill fabric, may have
rubberized section (Smugtex type)
Pockets: Cotton twill fabric

Construction:
Clean workmanship: Seams pressed open and serged;
zipper Ily; may have saddle stitching on side seam
(may be welt seam); (exclude flaps on back pockets
and tunnel loops)

Size Range: dJunior (approx. 4 to 12)

A=-32) Reg. SLACKS

Style: (Continuous waistband with elastic in sides,
Pleated front, 2 size and 2 back pockets
Fabric:

_ﬁx Gabardine

%x* 15 to 25% nylon, balance rayon or rayon/ace~

e
Ueigts 13 to 1L} oz./yd. based on 58-60n fabric

8h: Crease resistant may be non-oily stain

resistant and washable

Lining: Same as A~320
Walstband: Cottom or rayon twill fabric, may have
rubberized section (Snugtex type)

Constructions

“Clean workmanship:s Sesms pressed open and serged;
slpper I'ly; may Eavo saddle stitching on side seam
(may be welt seam); (exclude flaps on back pockets
and tunnel loops)

Size Range: Junior (approx. L to 12)

#pgent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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APPAREL

A-360 Reg. DUNGAREES OR JEANS:
A-361 Alt. JEANS: Westera Style

Style: A-360:# a. Dumgarees; or
- b. Western" jeans; extra long or
tapered legs; yoke back.
A-361: "Western" jeans; extra long or tapered
legss yoke back.

Fabric:

“Body: wWhite-back blue denim
Yarn: Carded cotton

t* (Finished, based on 28 to 29-inch fabric):
A=-360: © oz,./yde
A-361: 9 to 10 os./yd.
Finish: Residusl shrinkage 1% or less
Construction: Full cut
“Clean workmanship: Seams, double or triple-stitched;
ar tacl or riveting at points of strain;
zipper or button fly closure.

Size and e: Cadet or Prep range (include minimum
of 3 sizes In range 12 to 18/20) Exception: Sises
14 and 16 only are acceptable in boys' ranges where
size 12 is Included in Junior range

A-370 Reg. SPORT SHIRT

Style: Sport, convertible collar,

T Sleeves: short (A):s or long (B)

Fabric: Plain or slub broadcIoth, poplin, or twill;
solld colors, white, or printed patterns
Yarn: Carded cotton
Thread Count (gray):

cIoth: x 60 or 112 x &0 (slub)
Poplin: 100 x -

Weights Twill: 2.85 yd./lb, based on 36-imch fabric
Finlsh: Residual shrinkage 1% or less; colorfast to
was

Construction: Yds./doz. based on 36-inch fabric and
sl3e scale 8 to 20 years: Short sleeves 18 to 19,
Long sleewes: 25 approximately

Clean workmanship:
SiZe and Range: IE years; Cadet or Prep range
Season:

(A7), Short sleeves: approximately March through
August, depending on gﬁaﬂc conditions.
(B), Long sleeves: approximately September through
February, depending on climatic conditions
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APPENDIX C. Specifications ysed For The Collection of Retail Prices—Continued

2. APPAREL—Continued

C. BOYS' APPAREL-—-Continued

A=3TL, Alt. to A-373, SPORT SHIRT

Style: Sport; convertible collar, long sleeves,
I-button cuff

Fabric: Printed {lannei

arn: Carded cotton

Weight: 3 yd./lb.

Finish: Residual shrinkage L% or iess
construction:

T Posketsiv L or 2 plain (without button or flap);
©r Tf ot available, 2 button-through or flap
pockets; interlined coilar; double yoke; plastic
buttons

Size Range: Junior (minimum of 3 in sizes 6 to 12)

Season: September through March, approximately

A-380 Reg. SHORTS

Style: Brief; all around elastic webbing waistband

Fabric: Rib knit
Yarn: Combed cotton, (exclude mercerized finish)

Construction:

“Clean workmanship: Double crotch; knit tape bound or
m—?ﬁi: fly front; may have nylonized
finish; may have nylon seam stitching and/or part
nylon yarn in fabric bindings and supporting straps

Weights 1 to 1} 1b./doz. based on size scale 8 to 16
years

Size: 1l years (approximately 28-inch waist)

?rIcing Unit: Singlejor multiple of 6 or less

D. WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR

A-410 and A-hll Reg. SPORT COAT

Style: Sport or casual, without fur trim, full
Tength

Fabric:
Body: Soft finished fabrics such as tweed, fleece,
Broadcloth type, or suede (exclude poodle)
Yarn: All new wool woolen
Welght: 16 to 18 oz./yd.

Lifidng: Rayon and/or acetate taffeta (preferably),
or satin or crepe
A-410: Must have metal insulated back when without

interlining

A-Lll: May have metal insulated back

Interlining:
A-LI0: %ere used: full length; quilted 100%

reprocessed or reused woolj or cotton
flannel
A-L1l: None
Construction:
““Falr workmanship: All machine made; may have hand-
8 0! ut tonholes
Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20p; or if
wisses! are not available, price juniors' (usually
7-15
Season and Areas:
““Beptember through January
A-l10: all cities except those specified for A-hll
A-Lll: Los Angeles and San Francisco

(NoTE: Septe 1954 - added "metal insulated back" under
lining)

x#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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A-115 Reg. COAT

Style: Casual or sport; self detail; full length
c:
g@:* Cut chinchilla, tweed, or duvetyn type
arn: All new wool woolen
Welght: 16 to 18 oz./yd. except for chinchilla,
approximately 20/21 oz,
}i?irl_lg: Acetate satin, (exclude crepe-back satin); or
not available, taffeta
Coats without interlining: Lining must be metal in-
sulated - in all citles except Los Angeles and
San Francisco, where it may or may not be metal
insulated
Interlining (where used):» All new wool, full length
Consfmcflion: Full cut
Clean workmanship: Hand-piped buttonholes; bottom of
sleeve linings hand or machine felled; lining tacked
to body at bottom of sleeves, under each armhole; and
hem chain~tacked at each side seam; remainder of
garment machine made; coat hem usually ribbon finished.
Size Range:* Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20); or if
#368' sises are mot available, price juniors' ~
(usually 7-15)
Season: September through January

(NOTE: Nov, 195 - added "metal insulsted® under lining)
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APPENDIX C.

Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices—Continued

2. APPAREL—Continued

D. WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR—Continued

A=-430 Reg. SUIT

Style: Twoe-piece, tailored; or soft style (not dress-
r type) Skirt: straight, may have kick pleats;
or gored, maximum of 72-inch sweep
Fabric:
iﬁ;ﬁu Hard-finished fabric such as gabardine and
ancy worsteds
Yarn: All new wool worsted
Welght: 11 to 12 oz./yd.
Lining: Coat full-lined with rayon and/or acetate
satin or crepe

Interl%:
Fronts: Haircloth, percaline or cotton cambric

Construction:
alr wor) hip: All machine made, except sleeve

-felled at bottom, may have
bound buttonholes

and finished

Hem: 14-2 inches including tape
Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20)

Season: September through April

A-l31, Alt. to A-L30 Reg. SUIT

Styles 1Iwo-piece, tailored; or soft style (not dress-
r type) Skirt: straigh®, may have kick pleats;
or gored
Fabric:

_%:* Soft-finished fabrics, such as flannel, suede,
shetland type or covert (solid colors, not flecked)
Yarn: All new wool woolen
mt: 12 to 13 os./yd.
Li : Rayon and/or acetate satin or crepe, full lined
nier [
Fronts: Haircloth, percaline or cotton cambric
Construction:
Falr workmanship: All machine made, except sleeve
ITning band-felled at bottom, may ha¥e hand-finished
bound buttonholes
Hem: 1-14 inches including tape
Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20)
Season: September through April

A-USO Reg.

Style: Straight or gored; straight skirt, may have
ck pleats
Fabric:
1 Soft-finished fabrics, such as flannel, shetland
» tweed (tweed may have cotton binder in warp or
f£illing)
Yarn: All new wool woolen
Welght: 6 to 7 oz./yd.
Construction:
Fair workmanship: Hems Tape finished, 14 to 2 inches
Including tape; zipper placket
Size Range: Misses' regular, usually 24 to 30
Season: September through January

SKIRT

*Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
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A-l5S Reg. SKIRT

Styles Straight, flared, gored, or with kick pleats
FaErIc:

ggw Flannel, gabardine, sharkskin, menswear suit-
ng or linen weave
Yarn: Rayon and/or acetate; linen weave must be all
rayon
Finish: Usually crease resistant; linen weave, un-
conditionally washable.
Weight: Approximately 94 to 104 oz./yd. based on Ll
0 inch fabric
Construction:
Clean workmanship: Hem: 14 to 2 inches, including
fape; Tlare sE‘Ei‘E may have l-inch hem
Seams: 4 to 5/8 inch; pinked edges concealed zipper
closure; may have rubberized waistband (Snugtex type)
#May have genuine leather belt, approx. 5/8" width
Size Range: Misses' regular, usually 24 to 30

(NOTE: July 1954 - added "may have leather belt®)

A-ii56, Alt. to A-US5 SKIRT

Style: Straight, with or without pleats; or gored
abric:
Body:# Flannel, gabardine, suitings, linen weaves,
or faille
Yarn: Rayon and/or acetate; may have cotton contsnt

In Iinen weaves

construction:
alr wo hip: Hem: straight cut: 1te 2 inches,
nclu pe; gored styles: minimum to L inch,

including tape, where used

Seams: Plain with pinked or raw edges; side seams
T not pressed open

May have small amount of trim; may have self
or novelty belt, (exclude genuine leather
belt)

Size Range: Misses' regular, usually 24 to 30

Trims

A-l461, Alt. to A-L6O BLOUSE

Style: #Semi-tailored or dressy; short, three-

~Tquarter, or long sleeves; may be sleeveless
(summer only)

Fabric:

“TBody:* Creps, such as tissue faille (fancy free
quality is typical); or nylom tricot; solid colors
Yarn: Crepe: Rayon and/or acetate

Tricots: Nylom, 15 to L0 denier
Finish: Hand washable or dry-cleanable

Construction: approx. 21 inches, from center of

ack of neck to bottom

Fair workmanship: Seams:
pinked; or merrow fInished. Tricot: merrow

finished. Shoulder Pads: None. Trim: may
have moderate amount of trim or detall; buttons:
usually glass, plastic or novelty (exclude
genuine pearl)

Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 32 to 38)

Crepe: 3/8 inch,
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices—Continued
2. APPAREL—Continued
D. WOMEN'S QUTERWEAR—Continued
A-li9C, Reg. STREET DRESS 2-495, Reg. STREET DRESS
Style: One piece, casual, with soft lines; may have Je: hirt
“moderste amount of trim. %-:t tg;:\;w::;‘%i:::hred, such as shirtwaist or
Fabric: Fabric:
Body: #Soft finished fabric such as flanmnel, crepe or +% Chambray, gingham, broadcloth, or glazed
Jersey. percale
Yarn: All mew wool woolen Yarn: Chambray and broadcloth:s combed cotton;
Welgbt: Approx. 6 to 8 oz./yd. based on 5l-inch gingham and glazzed percale: carded cotton ’
m'i'{?x?i'al . 3 Thread count (Gray):
Construction: Full cut Yoy s 0 x 76 approx.
€8N WOl hip: Hem: Tape finished; straight skirt: Ginghanm: 76 x 68, regular weight; or
¢ 2 inches including tape; full skirt: approx. 2 71 x 56, tissue weight
inches including tape Broadcloths 136 x &0
Seams: Plain, with pinked edges; jersey seams may be Glazed percale 80 x 80; or
pIain, bound or merrow 80x92
Shoulder Pads: Shaped, covered with self or rayon Finish: Mercerized and residual shrinkage of 1% or
T C) sewn to garment T Tess; or everglaze finish; tissue gingham may be
s wrinkle resistant and hav idual shrinkage
“TPuttonholes: May be hand-finished if utilized oA e resistant and have 2% residual shrinkag
primarily as trie Clean workmanship: Hem: Approx., 2 inches (1 7/8 to
Buttons: 1f used, may be novelty or self fabric 3 er sweep Btyles such as unpressed pleat
cov and flare styles may have minimum 7/8%., Seams: main
Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20} side skirt seams 3/B to % inch depth; Bel¥ loops:

Season: September through January

(NOTE: Sept. 1953 - revised hem depth from "approx.
1-inch to approx. 2-inch")

A-198, Reg. HOUSE DRESS:
Style:
(]
sz
arn: Carded cotton

Thread Count (Gray):

Thread; Trim: Moderate amount of trim or detail
Size Range: Misses! regular (usually 12 to 20)
Season: March through July

(NOTE: May 1952 - added "carded gingham" to fabrie
choice)

Shirtwaist or coat type; one plece
Percale printed patterns

80 x 80

Finiah:# a, Regular; or b, Residual shrinkage
TZor less; colorfast to washing

Construction:
Clean workmanship:

eam:

Full cut

nerally pinked; may have merrow

seams at sides and armholes; may have bound

armholes seams.

Button or szipper closure;

careful attention to other detail and txim

Size Range:

Misses' regular (usually 12 to 20)

E. WOMEN'S UNIERWEAR AND ACCESSORIES

A-520, Roge NIGHTGOWN

Style: Trimmed bodice, (exclude all lace bodice);
tallored skirt; sleeveless or cap style sleeves
Fabric:
s Multifilament crepe; solid colors
Yarn: Rayon or rayon/acetate
Thread count (Gray): 150 x 9L
Trim: (ome or a combination of the following):
Nylon/acetate or acetate/cotton lace; or
embroidered nylop sheer such as 15 denTer tricot;
or nylon net or other comparable trim
Construction: Straight or bias cut skirt

“Fair workmanship: All machine-made; seams pinked
Size ge: sses' regular (usually 32 to LO)
#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
Digitized for FRASER
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4522, Alt. to A-S20 NIGHTCOWN

Style: Trimmed: moderately trimmed bodice, tailored
“skirt, sleeveless or cap style sleeves
Fabric:
t 2-bar tricot knit, solid color
Yarn: Acetate
TIn: (one or a combination of the following):
Nylon/acetate lace; or embroidered mylon sheer
such as 15 denier tricot; or mylon net or
comparable trim
Construction: Full cut
ean worl hip: Seams: Overlock (merrow)
or lockstitch; all machipe made
Size Range: Misses' regular (usually 32 to LO)
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

2.

APPAREL - Continued

E. WOMEN'S UNDERWEAR AND ACCESSORIES

A~530.1 Reg. SLIP

Style: Tailored, street length
Fa%r{c:
§o§: Crepe
Yarns#*
a. Viscose and/or acetate
150x94 thread count (gray); or
b., 10 to 12% nylon, balance acetate
quality comparable to "Nyron®
Construction:
Full cut: Bias, straight cut or combination
of the two; single or double bodice
(exclude £lips with shadow panels)
Clean workmanship: Seams: double~lock or
monemchﬂng underside, one
topstitching) with pinked edges.
Trim: Single bodice may have scalloped
{embroidered) or blas-faced edge, (exclude
other embroidery, lace or fazroted body
seans)
Size Range: Misses regular (usually 32 to LO or

(NOTE: July 195\ - added "nylon content® to fabric
deseription)

A-531 Alt. to A-530.1 SLIP

Style: Trimmed or dressy; etaple number for each
store, street length.
Fabric:
§oays Crepe
Yarn: a. Viscose and/or acetate, 150 x 9% thread
count (gray); or
b. 10 to 12% nylon, balance aceate; quality
comparable to "Nyron"
Trim; {one or combination of): Lace: All nylon or
nylon/acetate. Tricot: Permanent pleat 1S denier
nylon tricot.
Net or fluting: Nylon
Construction: Full cut
ean wor hips Seams: Double~-lock or double
stitched (one stitching on underside, one top-
stitching) with pinked edges. Trim: Usually 2 to
L inches depth top and bottom. ~FPack bodice usually
less depth (apprex. 1M depth)
Size Range: Misses regular (usually 32 to LO or L42)

A-532 Reg. SLIP

A-536 Reg. PANTIES

Style: Brief
Fiﬁrfcx Warp knit (2-bar tricot)
arn: Acetate
Construction: Full cut
Clean worﬁnanehigz Overlock seams, reinforced
crotch, elasticized waist.
Size Range: Regular, S to 7 (small, medium and large)

A-560 Reg. HOSE

Style: Manufacturer's brands, nationally advertised,
staple style, with self or dark seam; Full-fashioned,
plain kmit

Crade: First quality

Yarn: Leg: 15 denier nylon; foot and welt: nylon re-

inforced.

Constructions S1 gauge

Size F.ang : Regular

A-561 Reg. HOSE

Style: Manufacturer's or distributors brand, not
nationally advertised, staple style, with self or
dark seam. Full-fashioned, plain knit.

Grade: First quality

Yarn: Leg: 15 denier nylon; foot and welt: nylon re-

Tnforced.

Construction: 51 gauge

Sze Range: Regular

A-580 Reg. GLOVES

Style:# Pull-on; length: L<button or shortie; plain
Tor hemmed top; shortie may have modified novelty
treatment (exclude elaborate or extreme detail)
Fabric: Cotton "double woven® {actually a knit fabric);
and solid colors.
Finish: Suede
Construction:
Good workmanship: Outseams: Handsewn or machine
sewn to simulate handsewn. Thumb: Bolton; may have
several rows of stitching on back.

Style: *Tailored; untrimmed or top and bottom net trimmed,
street length; adjustable BEraps

Fabrlc:
ody: 2«bar tricot

arn: Nylon, 3C to LO denier
traps: Nylon satin ridbon

Construction: Full cut

Clean workmanship: Seamss Overlock (merrow) and lock-
stitch. Untrlﬁisa style: Hem: 3/4 to 1 inch depth;
?a'c'eﬁajcf

Bodice top:

. description
. #Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
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3
[] usually 1: 2 .
Net trimmed style: aggeﬁ y,12 %0 2. Inches
double nylon net approxim
Size range: Misses regular
MATC; lan, 191}& -gdded "t imming at top and bottom® to

lotigm trimned with edge of
tel inch depth
?usuglly 32 to ﬁB or 42)
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For the Collection of Retail Prices—Continued
2. APPARBL—~Continued

F. GIRLS' APPAREL

A-660, Rege. PANTIES A-670, Reg. ANKLETS
Styles# Brief, tailored (untrimmed), rid cuffs; waist Style: Turned down rib cuff or elasticized top, cuff
style: may have fancy patterns
a. all around outside elastic (not encased); or if not Fabric:
available i - “Body: Plain or rib knit, solid colors in body and
b. all around elastic in casing Toot
Fabric: Yarn: Combed cotton, 2-ply, mercerised
_?E Flat (plain) knit or 1 x 1 rib knit FInlsh: Colorfast to washing
arn: Combed cotton Conatruction: 160 to 176 needles, seamless, hand-
Cobstruction: Translerred cuff or top, may have heel and toe
Clean w?ﬁanshig: Reinforced crotch, overlock or reinforced with nylon
MErTow seams; may have nylon reinforcement or Size: 6 to B4
nylonized finish Pricing Unit: Single; or multiples of 6 or less

Weight: Year-round
Size and e: Size 10 in girls' range (usually 7-1k)
Pricing i%%: Single; or multiples of 6 or less

S-fummitl

G, INFANTS' WEAR AND YARD GOODS

A-810 Rege. DIAPERS A-810, Reg. PBRCALE
Fabric: Gause Fabrie: Percale, printed, 3 or more colors
Yarn: Carded cotton fonstruction:
TW(TEIS%F*W B x uh Yarn: Carded cotton
Welg ouble ckness) s Thread Count:
00 yd./1lb, based on inch fabrie Gray: 80 x 80
Finishs Finish: Re r, colorfast to washi
Bleached 3 sulars "
Constructions 0,00 yd./lb. based on 39-inch fabric
ckness fabric Width: Finished: 36 inches
Pinked edges
Size:

“2I' x 4O inches

A-800, Reg. ACETATE TAFFETA

Fabrics Taffeta, solid colors
Construction:
arns cetate
Thread Count:
Oray: 180 x 60
{Exclude: 300 denier acetate taffeta. This
quality has 180 x 56 thread count and is
similar in appearance to the 180 x 60 specified.
It is heavier and more expensive than the
quality specified)
width (finished):
8. 39 inches approximately preferred; or may be
b. 42 inches approximately -

# Agent specifies choice to which quotatiom apply.

Digitized for FRASER
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APPENDIX C.

Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

2. APPAREL - Continued

Ho TFOOTHEAR

A=700 Reg. MEN'S STREET SHOES

st.%le: Oxford, black or brown, bal or blucher
Materials
Uppers Calf, medium quality (grade)
(exclude reverse calf and kangaroo)
Outsols: Leather, semi-fine grade, 8 to 9 irons
Tnsolss Grair leather, buffed, 4 to 5 irons;
, center of hind shanks, 5 to 6 irons; gemmed
Lining:
arters lLeather, calf, kip, or split, full cut
Hee s Leather, chrome sheep, full-cut
Heels oolid leather base with rubber top lift
Construction: Goodyear welt; steel shank
Size Hangetr Length 6 to 11, width A to D

(NOTEs Mar. 1953 - added "steel shank" under con-
struction)

A=~T02 Regs MEN'S STREET SHOES

Styles Oxford, black or browm, bal or blucher
aterials
Upper:s Kip side, good quality (grade)
255019: Leather, #1 scratch, 8 to 9 irons
Theoles Grain leather, gemmed, ki to 5 irons
s
arters Leather or plastic, 3/4 or full cut
We. t Leather
el: leather board or rubber composition base
with top 1lift
Construction: GCoodyear welt, steel shank
§Iunﬂ_e_x 6t 12, BtoD

A-703 Alt. to A-702 MEN'S STREET SHOES

Style: Oxford, black or brown, bal or blucher
aterials
'@?E;.e Side, good quality (grade)
Outsole: Synthetic, 12 to 15 irons
Theole: Flexible split leather, gemmed, L to L#
ons
Linings
Q%E-Fbar: Leather or plastic, 3/L or full cut
Hee 1 Imitation leather with felt back
Feels Leather board or rubber composition base
with top 1ift; or may have solid rubber heel
Construction: Goodyear welt; wood shank
Size Range: 6 to 11, Bto D

#Agant specifies choice to which quotations apply.

4-710 Rege MEN'S WORK SHCES

Style: 67 high, black or brown, blucher
;aterdal:
Upper: Elk, good quality (grade)
gussett: Ooze split
Cutscles Cemposition, including cork or cord types,
T18 to 22 irons
Inscle: Grair leather, gemmed, i to S irons
Counter: Leather or fiber with leather counter
pocket,
Heel: Composition or rubber
Consructions Goodrear welt; steel shank
Size Fange: 6 to 11, wide

A~716 Rege MEN'S RUBBERS

Style: Dress, sandal or storm type
Censfructions Rubber, reinforced toe, heel, and

counter
Lining: Cotton fabric
Size ?faggg: 65toll

A~730 Reg. VCLEN'S STREET SHCES

Style: Oxferd, arch type, black or brown, {exclude
growing girls oxford)
Material:
Upper: Calf or kid, medium quality (grade)
Cutsole: Ieather, 7 to 8 irong
Tnscle: Grain or flexible split leather, gemmed, 33
te Eg irons

Linin,
_:Séber: leather, full cut
Socks  Leather or plastic, 3/L cut
Leel: All leather; or composition and leather; or
wood covered with leather; leather or rubter top
1ift 10/8 to 16/8 height (13" to 2%),
Construction: Goodyear weltj rigid steel shank.
Size Fenge: lergth 4 to 9, width A2 to C.

A-73l Reg. WOMEN'S STREET SHOES

Style: Pump, conservative colors and styling, mey
have open toe and heel
Materials
Upper: Calf, smooth or suede, medium quality (grade)
Outsols: Leather, 6 to 7 irons
Tnsole: Composition, 24 to 3 irons
ings

garter: Leather
cks leather or imitation leather

Heel: Wood, covered with cellulcid, imitation
ather or suede; leather or composition top 1ift,
/6 to 2C/6 height (1-3/L" to 25"}
Construction: Cement process (exclude Sbicca~Delmac
construction)

Size Ranges L to 9, A8 to C

Digitized for FRASER
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices--Continued

2. APPAREL

H.

A-740, Reg. WOMEN'S PLAY SHOES

Style: Casual pump or sandal
Xaterial:
Upper: Elk or suede split
Outsole: Composition, 5 to 6 irons
Lining:

Upper: If suede upper, fully lined with
faille or imitation leather; if elk, may
be lined as suede or unlined.

Sock: Fabric or imitation leather.

Platform: 3ubber and cark
Wrapper (Platform and Heel):
Same material as upper .
Heel: Wood, wedge heel, 12/8 to 156/8 height
(3" to 2).
Construction: Slip-lasted (California
process
Size Range: 4 to 9, narrow and medium

A-760, Reg. CHILDREN'S SHOES

Style: Oxford, brown, mocassin or
plain toe
Material:
Upper: Elx or other side leather, good quality
!;rade) may have scuff=-proof tip
Qutsole: Synthetic, 6 to & irons
{idsole: Leather or composition, 3 irons
Insole: Flexible split leather, 2% to 3 irons
Lining:
Quarter: Leather or imitation leather
Heel: Leather~board base with rubber top
1lifts; er spring heel
Constyuction: 3-sole stitchdown

Size Range: 8% to 12

¥

A=761, Alt. to A-760 CHILDREN'S SHOES

Style: Oxford, brown, mocassin or plain toe
Material:
Upper: Elk or other side leather, good
quality (grade), may have scuff-proof tip
Qutsole: Synthetic, 7 to 10 irons

[nsole: Flexible split leather, 4 to 5 irons
Lining:
arter: Leather
Heel Pad: Leather or imitation leather
Welting: Leather
Heel: Spring heel
Construction: Goodyear welt, steel shank
Size Range: 8% to 12

#* Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
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FOOTWEAR

A-790, Reg. SHOE REPAIRS

Description: Half soles and heels for men's street
shoes

Soles: Sewed; leather, vegetable tanned, "fine"
grade, approximately 10 to 12 iron; if taps are
used, the height of one dozen pairs should average
53 inches (exclude cemented soles)

Heels: Half heels, rubber, If charge is based on
length and width of shoe, report price for the one
length and width, within the minimum size range
6 to 11, A to D, on which volume of work is done.

A-791, Alt. to A~790 SHOE REPAIRS

Description: Half soles and heels for men's
street shoes

Soles: Sewed, leather, vegetable tanned, "prime"
grade, approximately 10 to 12 iron; if taps are
used, the height of one dozen pairs should average
5% inches (exclude cementod soles)

Heels: Same as A~790

A-796, Reg. SHOE REPAIRS

Description: Heel lifts for women's dress shoes,
#)eather; composition, or rubber, black
Size: Cuban heel



82

APPENDIX C. Specifications Used For The Collection of Retail Prices--Continued

3. TRANSPORTATION

T-300 Reg. TIRE

Construction:
: Extra low pressure, tube construction,
passenger
Size: 6.70x15
Ply: 4
Materials:
Rubber: Synthetic and/or natural
Carcass: Cotton or rayon cord
Sidewalls: Black
Grade: 100 level, first line
Basis of Quotation:
Report the net price. Deduct any discount as
well as any trade-in allowance for trade-in
tires from the sum of the 1list price and Feder-
al tax. (exclude tube.) Include mounting
service,
Pricing Unit: One to four tires, multiple
unit pricing.

(NCTE: Sept. 1953 - added: "Basis of Quotation-
Report the net price when a
discount is given without a
trade=-in tire."

Aug. 1954 - "Basis of Quotation" was
amplified to read as shown in
the specification above, Also,
the pricing unit was expanded
from a single tire to cover one
to four tires (See footnote 1,
table 3.)

T-400, Reg. GASOLINE

Description:
Grade: Regular or housebrand

Pricing Unit: Per gallon

T-401, Reg. GASOLINE

Description:
Orade: Premium or "high-test®

Pricing Unit: Per gallon

T-410 Reg. MOTOR OIL

Description:
Grade: Regular

Pricing Unit: Per quart in sealed containers

T-411, Alt, to T-410, MOTOR OIL

Description:
Grade: Premium or "heavy duty"

Pricing Unit: Per quart in sealed containers

#Agent specifies choice to which guotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

T-500, Reg. BRAKE RELINING

Description:
Relining brakes of a 1950 Chevrolet, Ford V-8, and

Plymouth car.

Laboer:
Relining or replacing brake shoes for all 4 wheels.
Include filling main cylinder and bleeding brake
system.

NOTE: Reference to appropriate sections of dealers!'
time schedule manuals are included for use by
dealers who compute the required labor time
by that means.

Parts:%
Full set of facings and rivets, or full set of
shoes relined with riveted or bonded linings. Bonded
linings are preferred for Chevrolets. Deduct exchange
value of shoes. (Exclude the cost of brake fluid
used in this job)

T-510, Reg. CHASSIS LUBRICATION

Description:
Complete chassis lubrication for 1950 Chevrolet.

Include: O0iling generator, oiling starter, oiling
fan bearings; Checking grease in transmission and
differentials.

Exclude: Charge for grease needed in transmission
or differential; charge for packing front wheels;
charge for changing oil in crank case.

(NOTE: Sept. 1953 - changed rricing for chassis
lubrication of three makes of
‘cars to one make)

T-800, Reg., STREETCAR FARE, and
7-820, Reg., BUS FARE

Description:
Regular fare, adult, (exclude transfers and school

fares):

Streetcar (surface trolley, trolley coach, subway
or elevated train)
T-800 ~ Cash fare

Bus
T-820 ~ Cash fare
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices - Continued

L.
M-130 Reg. PRESCRIPTION.

Description:
ﬁescrfgﬁon: Non-narcotic, dispensed

Content: ecapsule
enacetin 2% grains
Aspirin 3% grains
Caffeine citrate grain

Pric Unit: 12 capsules

¥-110 Alt. to M-120, PRESCRIPTION

Description:
escription: Non-narcotic, compounded
Content: L capsule

Thenacetin 2 grains
Aspircin 2 grains
Caffeine citrate % grain

Prizing Unit: 12 capsules

¥-120 Reg. PRESCRIPTION

Description:
Prescrl Eggry Narcotic, dispensed

Contert

“GodeIne Sulphate, 2.7 to 3 grains
Elixir Terpin Hydrate, 3 fluid ounces

Pricing Units 3 ounces

M-130 Reg. PRESCRIPTION

Description:

Prescription: Penicilli. (buffered for oral use)
Content: 1 tablet; 100,000 units

Pricing Unit: 24 tablets

M~150 Reg. MULTIPLE VITAMIN CONCENTRATES

Description:
tiple vitamin concentrates
Content: 1 capsule (ninimum)
Vitamin A, 5,000 U.S.P. units
Vitamin D, 500 U.S.P. units
Ascorbic Acid (Vitamin C), 37.5 milligrams
Thiamine Hydrocholride (Vitamin By), 2.5 milligrams
Riboflavin (Vitamin Bp), (G), 2.5 milligrams
Calcium Pantothenate, 5.0 milligrams
Nicotinic Acid Amide, 20.0 milligrams

Pricing Unit: 100 capsules

#Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

MEDICAL CARE

M-170 Reg. MTLK OF MAGNESIA

Description:
Milk of magnesia, U.S.P.

Pricing Unit: # 12 to 16 ounce tottle

M=200 Reg. MEN'S PAY WARD, and
M-220 Reg. MEN'S PAY WARD

Dsscrigtion:
& - Daily-rate:
¥-220 - Inclusive rate for 10 days:

To full pay patient for bed, board, and general
nursing in:

Men's Pay Ward:
iEaIcg or surgical ward, noncontagious cases,

three or more beds, (do not consider temporarily
curtained-off spaces as wards)

¥~201 Reg. SEMI-PRIVATE ROOK

Descriptions
Dally-rate to full pay, medical or surgical patient
for bed, board, and general nursing in:

Semi-Private Rooms
Two Beds; without bath {or lavatory) preferred; #if
hospital cannot quote rates on rooms without bath
(or lavatory), accept prices for rooms with these
facilities. Without telephone

¥-202 Reg. PRIVATE ROOM

Description:
Daﬂﬁ-ra& to full pay, medical or surgical patient
for bed, board and general nursing in:

Private Room:
out bath (or lavatory) preferred; *if hospital
cannot quote rates on rooms without bath (er lavatory)
accept prices for rooms with these facilities
Without telephone

M-300 Reg. OFFICE VISIT:

DeswiEtiom

Usual fee for office visit to regular patients, i.e.,
not first call but subsequent calls (exclude special
fees to participants in group hospitalization and
surgical plans)
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retall Prices - Continued
4. MEDICAL CARE (Cont'd)

M-306 Reg. HCUSE VISIT

Description: Usual fee for house visit, during
day Euaually 6 a.m. - 6 pow.) within corporate
limits of the city, to regular patiente, i.e.,
not first call but subsequent calls; (exclude
special fees to participants in group hospital-
ization and surgical plans)

M~-320 Reg. APPENDECTONY

DescriFion:
Usual fee for adult's appendectomy, without
complications; excluding anesthetic; (exclude

special fees to participants in group hospital-
ization and surgical plans)

N-32) Reg. TONSILLECTOMY

Descriptions
ﬁsu& fee for child's tonsillectomy, performed

in hospital, including sdenectomy preferred;
excluding anesthetic; (exclude special fees to

participants in group hospitalization and
surgical plans)

#Agent specifies cholce to which quotations apply.

¥-350 Reg. FILLING

Description:
Usuﬁ Tee to adult for filling, amalgam, one surface

M=352 Reg. EXTRACTION

Daecri?:ion:
sual fee to adult for extraction, without complica-
tions, with local anesthetic, including X-ray of

tooth (exclude cost of treatment and fees for unusual
complications) ’

M~360 Reg. EXAMINATION, PRESCRIPTION,AND EYEGLASSES

Usual professional services fee to adults for examin-
ing eyes and prescribing for lenses as described
below, including cost of:

Frame: Full rims; Zylonite; thoroughly seasoned;
Pink or flush color; without trim; metal core
temples; ful=vue; slightly upswept

lenses: Single vision; first quality; sphero-~
cylinder; first division; plus-plys or minus-plus;
white; corrected curve
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APPENDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Pricese-~Continued

5. PERSONAL CARE

P-100, Reg. TOILET SOAP

Description: Toilet soap, hard milled, white or
colored, perfumed, with palm oil and olive oil,
or with cresylic acid, cresol, or other form of
carbolic acid added; wrapped.

Size: Regulsr size cake (3 to 5 ounces);
(exclude bath size cake)

Unit: One cake

P-110, Reg. RAZOR BLADES
Description: First quality, thin, double edge
h!ote: Agent reports number of blades per package)

P-114, Reg, SHAVING CREAM

Description: Lather, sosp base (exclude brushless)
Size:* Approximately 4 to 5 ounce (glant size) tube
Pricing Unit: Single; or mmltiple of 6 or less

{NOTE: Oct. 1953 - added "Pricing Unit -~ single;
or multiple of 6 or less)

P-120, Reg. FACE CREAM

Description: Cleansing cream,
#A1) purpose or cold, type produced by compsnies
usually manufacturing only limited lines of
cosmetics (exclude liquefying, dry-skin, and
vanishing cream)

Size:* 3 to 4 ounce jJar

{NOTE: Jan. 1953 = changed from "Sup." to "Reg.”)

P-124, Reg. FACE POWDER

Description: Fine texture, scented with nationally
branded perfumes
Size:* Approximately 3 ounce box

P-130, Reg., TOOTH PASTE

Description: Standard dentrifice, (exclude
dentrifices containing chlorophyll, ammonium,
penicillin and other special ingredients of
like nature)

Size:# Approximately 3 ounce (family size) tube

Pricing Unit: Single; or smltiple of 6 or less

(NOTE: Oct. 1953 - added "Exclude dentrifices
containing chlorophyll, ammonium,
etc.” added "Pricing Unit -
single; or mltiple of 6 or less)

#*Agent specifies choice to which quotations apply.
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P=-1k0, Reg. SHAMPOO

Description: Liquid: (exclude cream shampoo)
#a, Glass container; or
b. Plastic container

Size:* 5 to 8 ounce container

(NOTE: Jan. 1953 = changed from "Sup." to "Reg."
Mar. 1953 - added "a-glass container; or
beplastic container” under 1liquid)

P-150, Reg. PERMANENT WAVE REFILL
Description: Cold wave refill kit for home use
{exclude kit containing curlers)

P-160, Reg. SANITARY NAPKINS

Description: Sanitery napkins
Size: Regular

Pricing Unit: Box of 12

P-16k4, Reg., CILEANSING TISSUES

Description: White cleansing tissues 2 ply

Size: Approximately 8 3/4" x 9 3/4"

Unit: Box of 300 tissues, or 150 double sheets
(if not available price the nearest size)

P-300, Reg. HAIRCUT

Description: Man's hair cut

P-310, Reg. PLAIN SHAMPOO AND WAVE SET

Description: Woman's plain shampoo and wave set,
short hair (shoulder length or less), pin curls

P-316, Reg. PERMANENT WAVE

Description: Woman's permanent cold wave, short
hair (shoulder length or less) including plain
or creme shampoo and wave set, including trim
or shaping, (exclude first cutting e.g., long
hair to feather cut, etc.)

June 1953 - Permanent wave (cold wave)
introduced; prior to this date
machine wave was priced).

(orE:
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APPERDIX C. Specifications Used for the Collection of Retail Prices--Continued

6. READING AND RECREATION

R=300, Reg., RADIO

Style: Table model
,exclude radios with phono-jack)
Cabinet: Plastic, dark colors only
Size: 9" to 13" x 5" to 8" x 5" to T"
Construction:
Frequency Bend: 1 band, standard broadcast,
520-5% kilocycles to 1600-1750 kilocycles
Tubes: & octal or loktal standard or miniature
size, or combination of sizes, plus rectifier
Power: AC
Push Button Tuning: No
Tone Control: No
Speaker: ¥ = to 5-inch, either permanent
magnet or electro~dynamic
Antenna: Internal loop, connection for
external antenna may be provided
Modulation: Amplitude only, (exclude FM)

(NOTE: Jan. 1954 « changed size range of cabinet
from 11 to 13 x 6 to 8x 5
to 7 inches =«
to 9tol3x5to8x5
to 7 inches)

R-600, Reg. MOTION PICTURE THEATER

Description: Admission; adult, 1lst floor,
week nights (exclude Cinerama)
Include Federal, state and/or local sales
and amusement teaxes, if any

(NOTE: Jan. 1954 - added "Exclude Cinerama")

R-604, Reg. MOTION PICTURE THEATER

Description: Admission; child, under 12 years,
1st floor, Saturday matinee (exclude Cinerama)
Include Federal, state and/or local sales and
amusement texes, if any

(NOTE: Jan. 195k - added "Exclude Cinerama")

R-T00, Reg. and R-~Tll, Reg. NEWSPAPERS

Description: Newspaper, English language,
published locally

On the street: per copy
R=T00 = Daily edition
Delivered to home: per month, may be per week
if volume of subscriptions are on weekly basis
R=T1ll « Daily and Sunday

T. OTHER GOODS AND SERVICES

0-100, Reg. CIGARETTES, per package

Description: Plain tip, standard brands
8ize: Regular

packages or less

0-10k, Reg. CIGARETTES, per carton

Description: Plain tip, standard brands

Size: Regular
Unit: Carton of 10 packages (20 cigarettes
per package)

#Agent specifies choice té which quotations apply.
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Pricing Unit: Package of 20; or multiple units of

0-200, Reg. CIGAR

Filler: All domestic tobacco; or all Puerto Rico
tobacco; or blend of domestic and Puerto Rico
tobacco with Havana tobacco; or 21l Havana scrap
(termed "short-filled")

Wrapper: Shade grown (domestic), Sumatra or Java
tobacco. Havana "short-filled" cigars may have
Havana wrapper.

Size: Regular

Pricing Unit: Single; or multiple units of

or less
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Appendix D - Retail Sales Taxes and Other Retail Taxes Applicable in 10 Large Cities}/

Io Retail Sales Taxes

ATLANTA
States 3 percent
Citys None
Exemptions: Laundry and dry cleaning; automobile repair (lubrication); public trans-
portation; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist fees; barber and beauty
shop servicese

BALTIMORE
States 2 percent
City:s None

Exemptions: Iaundry and dry cleaning; shoe repairsj gasoline; automobile repair; public
transportation; prescription drugs; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist
fees; eyeglasses; barber and beauty shop services; newspapers; motion picture admis-

sions,
CHICAGO
States 2 percent
Citys None

Exemptions: Laundry and dry cleaning; shoe repairs; gasoline and motor oil; automobile
repair; public transportation; prescription drugs; hospital services; physician,
surgeon and dentist fees; eyeglasses; barber and beauty shop services; newspapers;
motion picture admissions; cigars and cigarettes.

CINCINNATI
States 3 percent
Citys None

Exemptionss Laundry and dry cleaning; gasoline; automobile repair; public transporta-
tion; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist fees; barber and beauty shop
services; newspapers; motion picture admiseions, cigarettes,

DETROIT
States 3 percent
Citys None

Exemptions: Laundry and dry cleaning; automobile repair; public transportation; hospital
services; physician, surgeon and dentist fees; barber amd beauty shop services
newspapers; motion picture admissions.

LOS ANGELES
States 3 percent
Citys 0.5 percent through June 30, 19543 1 percent beginning July 1, 1954
Fxemptions: Laundry and dry clearing; gasoline; automobile repair; public transporta-
tion; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist fees; eyeglasses; barber
and beauty shop services; newspapers; motion picture admissions.

NEW YORK
States None
Citys 3 percent
Exemptions: Laundry and dry cleaning; shoe repairs; automobile repair; public trans~
portation; prescription drugs; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist
fees; eyeglasses; barber and beauty shop services; newspapers; motion picture admis-
sions; cigarettes,

See footnote at end of appendix.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



88

Avpendix D - Retail Sales Taxes and Other Retail Taxes Aprlicable in 10 Large Cities}/
Continued

Te Retail Seles Taxes - Continued

PHILADELPHIA
States 1 percent (effective September 1, 1953)
City: 1Vone
wxemrtionss laundry and dry cleaning; all apparel, except yard goods; shoe repairs;
gasoline; automobile repair; oublic transportation; prescription drvgs; hospital
services; ohysician, surgecn and dentist fees; eyeglasses; barber and beauty shop
services; newspapers; motion picture admissions; cigarettes.

ST. LOUIS
State: 2 percent
Citys None
Exemptionss Taundry and dry cleaning; gasoline; automobile repair; public transporta-
tion; hospital services; vhysician, surgeon and dentist fees; barber and beauty shop
Services; newspaperseo

SAN FRANCISCO
State: 3 percent
City: 0.5 percent
Exemptionss Laundry and dry clsaning: zasoline; automobile repair; publie transporta-
tion; hospital services; physician, surgeon and dentist fees; eyeglasses; barber and
beauty shop service; newspapers; motion picture admissions,

II. Taxes, Other than Sales Taxes, Applicable to Specific Items at the Hetail level

TIRES (T~300)
Federal excise tax 5 cents per pound

GASOLINE (T-LOO and T-L03.)
Federal excise bax 2 cenhts per gallon

Atlanta, State tax 6 cents per gallon
Baltimore, State tax:

Through May 31, 1953 5 cents per gallon

Beginning June 1, 1953--—~-~- e e L D 6 cents per gallon.
Chicago, State tax:

Throvgh December 31, 1952 - y cents per gallon

Beginning January 1, 1953 5 cents per gallon

Cincinnati, State tax:

Tarongh August 31, 1953 - e ~~--ly cents ner sallon

Beginning September 1, 1953 5 cents per gallon
Detroit, State tax-- L;.5 cents per gallon
Los Angeles, State tax:

Through June 30, 1953 L45 cents per gallon

Beginning July 1, 1953 6 cents per gallon
New York, State tax l, cents per gallon
Philadelphia, State tax 5 cents rer zallon

See footnote at end of appendix.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



89

Appendix D - Retail Sales Taxes and Other Retail Taxes Applicable in 10 Large Citiesl/
Contimmed

IT. Taxes, Other than Sales Taxes, Applicable to Specific Items at the Retail Level-Continued

St. Louis -
State tax:
Through August 31, 1953 2 cents per gallion
Beginning September 1, 1953 % cents per gallon
City tax: 1 cent per gallon
San Francisco, State tax:
Through June 30, 1953 L5 cents per gallon
Beginning July 1, 1953 6 cents per gallon

WOTOR OIL (T-410 and T=411)
Federal excise tax 1.5 cents per quart

FACE CREAM (P-120), FACE POWDER (P-12);), and HOME PERMANENT WAVE REFILL (P-150)
Federal excise tax -
Through March 31, 195, 20 .percent
Beginning April 1, 195l 10 percent

MOTION PICTURES (R-600 and R=-60k4)
Federal Admissions taxs
Through March %1, 195, —— 1 cant for each 5 cents of admission price or major frac-
tion thereof.
Beginning April 1, 195, --- None on admissions of less than 50 cents. 1 cent for each
JO cents of admission price or major fraction thereof on
admissions over 50 cents.
Local amusement taxes based on a sliding scale are applicable in Chicago, Cincinnati,
New York and Philadelphias

CIGARETTES (C 100 and O-104)
Federal excise tax:

cents per package

8
Atlanta, State tax % cents per package
Baltimore, City taxs

Philadelphia, State tax:
St. Louis, City tax

cents per package
cents per package

Through December 31, 1953 2 cents per package
Beginning January 1, 195l % cents per package
Chicagos
State tax 3 cents per package
City tax, beginning October 1, 1953 1 cent per package
Cincinnati, State tax 2 cents per package
Detroit, State tax % cents per package
New York:
State tax % cents per package
City tax: l1 cent per package
4
(]

CIGARS (0~200)
Federal excise tax - The amount of tax depends on the size of the cigare. The size prioced
by the Bureau is approximately 1 cent per cigar.

l/ Information contained in this appendix is limited to the goods and services and the
periods for which prices are published in this bulletine Unless specifically indicated,
taxes were in effect for the whole pariod from December 1952 through December 31, 1954.
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Appendix E. Retail Price Data Published Prior to this Bulletin
I. Retail Prices of 215 articles entering into the Cost of Living, June 1889 -September 1891.

In 1891, the Committee on Finance of the U.S. Senate, began an inquiry into the
effects of the tariff laws, including the effect on prices and wagea.l/ The comprehensive
body of retail price data collected for this inquiry are contained in Retail Prices and
Wages, a report by the Honorable Nelson D. Aldrich from the Commitiee on Finance. The
number of commodities for which data were published were distributed among the major
groups as follows:

Food--evacncenaa- 67
Cloths and clothing-- - 61
Fuel and lighting - 6
Metal and implements 3k
Lumber and building materials----ec=-- 13
Drugs and chemicals 7
Housefurnishing goods 27

215

The price dats are shown by outlet and locality for each of the 215 items for each
month from June 1889 to September 1891, inclusive. Generally, prices were obtained in
70 cities and towns in different parts of the country. The number of stores from which
datea were obtained varied from city to city.

No price averages were computed for any of the items, either by city or for the
country as a whols, because of the problem of quality identification. The problem was
described by the Senate Committee as follows:

"In the case before us, the difficulty with the average price is that there is not
complete guaranty that the prices ascertained in the different cities were exactly the
same article. It is very difficult to identify exactly by description any particular
article and this is especially true of the commodities of retail trade . . . we find,
oftentimes, a wide fluctuation in price for articles answering the same deseription.
This gives rise to the suspicion that there must be important differences in quality.
An average of dissimilar articles would be of comparatively little value." 2/

II. Average retail prices published by the Bureau of Labor Statistiecs (other than foods and
fuels).

A. Dry goods, 1915.23.

Retail prices for a limited list of "dry goods" from 1915 to 1923, inclusive, were
published by the Bureau in the bulletins listed below.

The summary table at the end of this appendix was taken from Bulletin 366 (p. S8).
The averages are simple arithmetic averages of the quoted prices according to test
calculations.

The list of items published was apparently only a small part of the list for which
the Bureau attempted to secure data in 1915. However, difficulties relating to quality
definitions apparently led to a decision to limit pubiication to "dry goods." The
following paragraphs were included in Bulletin 18L, (p. 38): "An effort was made by the
Bureau to secure quotations on shoes, but as the fashions in shoes change so frequently
that only a few styles remain the same from year to year, and as the varieties which

1/ The Senate Resolution authorizing the inquiry appears on page. 2.
2/ Retail Prices and Wages, Senate Report 986, July 19, 1892, pt. 1, (p. XII)
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remain fixed as to style may change in quality, it was found to be impossible to secure
quotations showing an accurate trend of prices except on a few high-priced shoes which are
not used to any extent by medium trade. The Bureau also made inquiry in regard to retail
prices of knit underwear and hosiery, but owing to frequent changes in styles, quality,
and weave, it was found impossible to follow any varieties.”

Bulletin 18Li. Retail prices for 8 articles of dry goods are shown by firm
number and brand name in esch of L45 cities for May 1915,

Bulletin 197. Retail prices for the same 8 articles are shown by firm number
and brand name in Ll cities for May and October, 191S.

Bulletin 228. Retail prices for the same 8 articles are shown by firm number
and brand name in L6 cities for October 1915, May and October, 1916.

Bulletin 270. Average retail prices for 10 articles in 50 cities are given
for specified months from 1915 to 1919, inclusive.
The averagesin this bulletin summarise by city the detail published in
Bulletin 18k, 197, and 228.

Builetin 300. Average retail prices for 10 articles for the United States
are shown for specified months from 1915 to 1920, inclusive. FPrices for
the 10 articles are also given for 51 cities separately for February,
May, August, and October 1920. No explanation of the methods used for
averaging the prices are provided but test calculations indicate that
the city figures are unweighted averages of the quotations by firm as
shown in earlier bulletins, and the United States figures are unweighted
combinations of the individual quotations.

Bulletin 315, 33k, and 366. These bulletins bring up to date through 1923,
the averages presented in Bulletin 300.

B. Clothing and textiles.
Monthly Labor Review, October 1936.

Average retail prices for 6 articles of cotton clothing for 32 large cities combined
are presented for selected periods from June 1927 to JuIy I§36, inclusive. The six
articles are: men's business shirts, men's pajamas, men's overalls, women's housedresses,
women's nightgowns, and women's union guits.

Monthly Labor Review, May 1937.

Average retall prices on the same basis as above for the same six articles of cotton
clothing are shown for selected periods from March 1935 to March 1937, inclusive.

Monthly Labor Review, April 1938.

Average retail prices on the same basis as above are shown for specified dates from
March 1935 to December 1935 for the same six articles of cotton clothing and for towels
and sheets.

Monthly Labor Review, January 1939.

Average retail prices of several qualities for each of 17 articles of clothing and
textiles for 32 large cities combined are presented for 1938 (average of March, June, and
September quotations).
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Retail Prices of Hosiery, by Areas, December 1926 to March 1940, inclusive. (Mineographed
report issued in June 1940)

Average retail prices of men's and women's hosiery for 33 cities combined for 6 areas
are presented for specified periods from December 1926 to March 1940. (The detailed
quality descriptions used for the collection of hosiery prices after 1934 are given in an
appendix to the report.)

Monthly Labor Review, January 1Shl.

Average retail prices of men's and women's hosiery for 33 large cities combined are
presented for specified dates from March 1939 to September 1940.

There has been no later publication of retail prices for clothing and textiles.
C. Tobacco Products.
Monthly Labor Review, July 1936.
Average retail prices for § tobacco products for 32 large cities combined are pre-

sented for selected dates from December 1920 to April 1936, inclusive. The five products
are: cigarettes, cigars, cigarette tobacco, pipe tobacco, and plug tobacco.

Monthly Labor Review, May 1937.

Average retail prices on the same basis as above for the same five tobacsco products
are shown for selected periods from March 1935 to March 1937, inclusive.
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MAY 1915 TO SEPTEMBER 1923, INCLUSIVE

TABLE E-l. == AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF SPECIFIED ARTICIES OF DRY GOODS IN THE UNITED STATES,

93

Gingham, Sheets, Outing Flannel, [Blankets,
Calico, apron, Ginghsm, |Gingham, |Muslin, Sheeting, |bleached, [flannel, [white cotton,
Date 2h-25 Percale, | 27-28 dress, dress, bleached, |bleached, |81 by 90 [27-28 wool, 65 by 80
inches, | per inches, 27 inchesi 32 inches,36 inches, |81 inchesyinches, inches, 27 incheg)inches,
per yard | yard per yerd | per yard {per yard |per yard iper yard |each per yard |per yard |per pair
1915:
May 15mewvecsmceave==| $0,065 $0.129 $0.081 $0.120 $0.175 $0.108 $0.314 $0.819 40,114 (1/) (1/)
October 15-eewmemmecs .066 .128 .081 120 .176 .109 .320 .839 .115 (690 an
1916:
May 15emenmmum o 075 135 .05k .126 192 17 -359 -S40 .120 (1/) (1/)
October 15-emcemmr=ae .082 148 098 136 .202 129 .39h 1.028 132 ($7)] /)
+100 .181 .123 .169 .228 154 Sl 1.179 157 $0.754 | $3.128
.127 .222 .163 .218 .280 .207 «553 1.438 .193 .875 3.643
-202 .326 264 .310 o2 2312 .75 1.916 .32k 1.099 b.726
October l5emreeemcans .238 394 +290 .358 543 o344 .829 2,081 .378 1.002 5.
1919:
February 15-eveceeees .183 .350 .252 .327 .522 .285 LTE 1.933 .330 .930 5.762
2275 .356 .227 «319 .539 277 K8 1.869 .307 945 5.821
August 15e-cemccseann .205 .390 262 o347 .565 .357 .875 2,181 .34 .93 5.869
.216 409 .276 .362 581 372 «907 2,266 .349 1.035 6.108
246 478, .316 L6 6k 439 1.059 2,583 .384 1.126 6.324
.260 .515 .335 J4h8 .687 U465 1,147 2.806 7 1.159 6.291
.259 .528 .336 A77 .723 52 1.134 2,806 66 1,154 6.4ok
222 Jh3k .269 <395 663 345 1,030 2.554 .390 1.208 6,425
o147 277 172 248 514 .229 672 1.676 .252 1.030 4.999
<135 .264 164 J2k2 .513 .21% .660 1.651 .222 967 b, 71k
August 15-reccascmana .132 254 161 284 .506 .210 652 1.625 .213 .927 4,603
October 15meee= cnwm—- 2134 .258 165 246 .507 .221 579 1.672 .215 .936 L.593
132 +258 167 247 502 .216 .697 1.693 .213 .938 b,k
132 .256 .168 .2h5 K7€ .215 679 1,644 214 .9u3 k.377
<134 .258 A7 245 J65 222 676 1.6h49 .220 979 4.338
December 15«-esecesss <138 .263 179 .252 L60 .233 .689 1.67h .228 .991 4,317
1923:
.1k6 .268 .193 .255 433 246 W17 1.753 .238 1.048 4,396
.155 .27h .198 +259 426 .250 SThh 1.808 246 1,071 b k72
o154 273 199 .258 26 245 .132 1.799 .254 1. k,529

1/ Prices not secured until May 1917.

Source: Retail Prices 1913 to December 1923,
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Appendix F. Retail Prices in Shipbulliding Centers 1914-18

The tables in this appendix contain average retail prices for commodities selscted from
an extensive list priced in shipbuilding cities during World War I. These averages were
summariged from the original schedules. Since they cover a period of rapidly rising prices
for which only indexes of large groups of commodities are available, they may be uwseful in
the study of the behavior of prices for specific items under war conditions. In using these
data, however, it must be remembered that the shipbuilding centers were abnormal industrial
communities subject to unusual stresses from increased industrial activity and population
congestion.

Studies of the cost of living in 18 shipbuilding centers were made by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in cooperation with the Shipbuilding Wage Adjustment Board of the Emergency
Fleet Corporation, by direct authoriszation of President Wilson. These surveys covered famlily
income and expenditures as well as prices charged in retail stores. Prices for miscellaneous
items of expenditure, such as services, were not cbtained. The studies were made hurriedly
to meet a war emergency and many shortcuts were used.

Retail prices for dates prior to the first collection in 1918, were obtained from re-
tailers' records. Every effort was made to secure data that were comparable from one period
to the next but the collection was not so controlled that prices in different stores and
different cities related to items of approximately the same quality.

The average prices included in the tables below were computed as follows:

1. The full description appearing on the original schedules was used to assemble
quotations for approximately the same quality. For articles with wide
variation in prices, a classification by price was made (using the 191}
price level) to approximate a narrower range of quality variation.

2. An unweighted averages of quotations for the quality description defined above
was computed. If the number of quotations for any specifiec description was
fewer than 10, the article was eliminated from the table.

These averages have definite limitations arising from the character of the city sample
and the method by which quality was defined. They are, however, the most obvious source of
average retail prices for this period and as such, are made available for use as reasonable
spproximations of the level of retail prices for these articles during World War I. 1/

1/ A comparison of the cost of living in shipbuilding centers and other United States
communities appears in the Monthly Labor Review for October 1919 in an article entitled
Summary of Increased Cost of Living, July 191 to June 1919. The comparisons are based on
overall figures including prices for food and rents which respond almost immediately to war-
time conditions.
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Table F-1 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18

TEXTILE HOUSEFURNISHINGS

95

1914 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description}/
= June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec, April Aug.
BLANKET, cotton
$1.00 and under ——-—u--- $089 | $0.89 | $1.,00 | $0.,99 | $1.28 | $1.28 | $1.79 | 8179 | $2.3L | § 2,67
$1.01 to $1,50-- 140 1.40 1.k9 1.50 1.78 1.8 2.53 2455 3.33 3.87
$1.51 to $2.L9 - 1.95 1.95 2410 2,11 2.47 2.51 3.37 3.43 k.22 5.23
$2,50 and overecemaeeee- 3.20 3.21 3.38 3.Lo 3.73 3.77 <84 Se28 6.12 7.03
BLANKETS, wool, per pair
255 - h” |7 R h.59 h059 !h” lh” 5079 5'79 6089 6-89 - 9.79
5.10 5.10 5.36 5436 <84 «86 7.06 T.12 9.75 10.07
6.18 6,18 6.27 6.27 6.88 6.93 8.86 9.05 Fg/n.n -
6417 6417 6L 6.66 7.50 7.58 9.L0 9.79 13.52 14.20
1.29 1.31 1.6 1.52 1.73 1.8 2.31 2.6l 2/3.27 td
2.36 2.37 2.37 2.4k 2.63 2,77 3.24 3.38 [ Z2/4.32 -—-
h033 h033 h036 h-hl hoﬂ ‘h69 6-21 6.“ 2/7-32 hdnand
NAPKINS, per dozen
Cotton, phin ----------- +80 «80 '8‘; 085 097 1.00 1.29 103& 1.61 1.77
Cotton, mercerized ------- 1.04 1.04 1.12 1.12 1.28 1.28 1.66 1.7 2.2k 2,30
Cotton, damask ~eeer=ceea 101‘9 .49 1.62 1.67 1,92 2,00 2.19 2,42 = 2.80
Linen or Irish linen----- 2.7 2.7h 3.03 3.06 3.62 3.67 k.61 L76 S.89 6.67
PILLOW CASE, cotton, each
(includes all cases des-
cribed as "cotton®,*musliny
“bleached", "hemmed", and
"regulation sises® }-~----= .18 +18 19 19 .22 .22 «30 «30 «38 NhE
PILLOW CASE TUBING, per yard -- +20 «20 .22 022 24 2k 29 29 33 -—e
PILLOW
Chicken feathers -—------ .88 .88 92 +92 1,00 1.01 1,29 1.3 1,36 1.53
Mixed f‘.th‘l‘!, ‘.50“1.2“ 078 078 083 083 92 92 1.09 1.10 1.23 1.27
‘1.25 and over —~e--w-=-s 2-“& 20dl 2.11 2.11 2.28 2.28 2,62 2.66 3.2 3.27
Goose feathers =-eeceecea 2.19 2,19 2.27 2,28 2.51 2.53 2.8 2.91 3.18 3.50
Down 3.09 3,09 3.10 3.10 3035 3035 3089 30&9 hozo h-'ll
SHEET
Seamed, A +L0 R —— 057 057 61 61 o7k oTh 1.02 1.02 1,18 1.39
Seamless, wuslin, 81%x90% 79 79 -85 -85 1.01 1.0 1.29 1.29 1.67 1,82
Seanless, B81*x90% e 1.04 1.04 l1.12 .12 1.32 1.32 1.70 1.70 2/1'31 2.27
'l'radmrkqd 2/---~---—-- . . 93 0911 1.09 .13 1.43 1.L8 1.&3 2.15
SHEETING, per yard
No descriptioN-—cemece—ea 16 16 .18 19 v23 24 o35 <37 2/.56 b
Tradenarked -—-ecmceccceaaa 28 .28 «30 30 36 «38 48 49 62 73
TABLECLOTH
Cotton, pla'.ln - 059 '59 063 -63 015 '16 1.01 1.“‘ 1.18 1035
Cotton damask, 72"x84"--- 1.58 1.58 1,61 1.61 1.81 1.81 2.26 2.33 3.28 3.10
Linenh/ ------------------ 2.92 2492 3.40 3443 Le01 b-09 5037 0 7.11 733
L:Lnen-dnuk, 72"x84" - wm 3.59 3059 3.96 3.96 h.&x Lo S.97 6.07 8.20 8.47
TABLECLOTH MATERIALS, per yard
Cotton da.-nk,turlety red - -52 -52 052 '52 759 62 o713 073 .86 91
Cotton, 36" wide —--e-e—e ko0 k0 4 o1 o6 47 «58 61 12 o8k
Cotton, mercerised damasks
58' wide-crncvrcundaaas le obh 48 oha 055 051 065 68 17 «90
T2% wide-cenccaccanccan 63 63 L T 82 82 1.02 loni 10”& 1;5"
Limn,width not lpoeiﬁnd 1,00 1.0 1-“ 1-% 1.3" 103'# 1'77 1'31 2,03 203’
Linen, 72" wide 2/ ------ 1.15 1.15 1.38 1.k0 1.8 1.8 2.32 2.35 3.10 3.15

See footnotes on page 108
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"Table F-1 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
TEXTILE HOUSEFURNISHINGS - Continued

1914 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description 1/
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. Juae Dec. April Aug.
TOWEL
Cotton huck—=w~eem—eaew $ 0.12 $ 0.12 $ 0.12 | § 0.12 $ 0,15 $ 0.15 $0.20{ $ 0.1 $ 0.25| $ 0.27
Turkishs
under 20 centg——--==v 13 .13 2l 517 .17 A7 021 21 +26 .31
20 cents and over---- .29 +29 30 «30 36 36 . . .52 .56
Linens
under 35 cents—-em—ee .22 22 26 +26 <33 «33 oy ly 55 «60
35 cents and over--— 49 L9 55 56 o72 .73 99 1.01 1.1k 1,25
TOWELING, per yard
Crash dish towelinge—ww 11 11 .12 012 W14 <1l .18 .18 o2k 26
Table F-2 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
- FLOOR COVERING, FURNITURE, AND EQUIPMENT
CARPET, 9x12 feet
Aminsterececvceccccsaa 24,72 2h.76 26,01 26.24 29.47 30.11 3‘1'91 35075 hl033 hS'os
Tapestry or Brussels:
$9.50 to $19.99~~v-v~ 15.18 15.20 16.13 16,23 18.61 18.89 22,40 22.70 26479 29.08
$20,00 and over=-—=--- 2h.12 24,12 25.09 25.16 27.38 27.92 31.96 33.43 3%.71 3/ho.m
Royal Wilton and Velvets
$12.50 to #24.99----~ 19.51 19,51 20,71 | 20.71 23.45 23,5 28.98 | 28.98 31.69 | 37.47
$ZSQOO and overs-e-wa 3&-85 311.85 36035 36-56 111.85 '42010 b7093 ha'la 57012 58060
CARPETING, 27 inches wide
Tapestry 86 «86 «93 93 1.07 1.07 1,30 1.32 1.54 1.80
Brusselg=—--~-eeeseceuoe 1.04 1,06 1.1k 1.16 1.32 1.36 1.67 1.67 1.95 2,11
Velvet---=-vsoncncnncaa 1.17 1.17 1.27 1.27 1.9 1.49 1.8 1.82 2.1 2.6
CHINA MATTING, per yard-—-- +27 o27 .29 «29 o34 3 k3 o3 53 61
LINOLEUM, per yard
Printed, E-quality-—e=- 61 61 6k 6l <73 o7h +86 .88 1.00 1.19
Inlaide-wecccaccocneaa= 1.11 1.11 1.1% 1.18 1.26 1.31 149 1.57 1.69 2.12
DINING-ROOM TABIE, oak
$4.50 to $1h.99=mem=m - 10.59 10.59 10,89-| 10,89 11.95 11.98 13.82 | 13.90 16.39| 17.12
$15.00 t0 23,99~w~ovmva 17.90 17.90 18.49 18.49 20,32 20.32 22,88 22.95 25.18 2440
$24,,00 and over-------- 27.36 27.36 27.92 | 27.92 29.84 29.84 33.79 | 3h.30 37.85| 38.L3
DINING~-ROOM CHAIR
Oak: 2.56 2,56 2.67 2,68 2.96 2,98 3.39 3.k k.00 he31
Cane meat (frame not
apecified) """""" 1-35 1035 10h5 10115 lt&l 1-6'[ 2.06 2,06 2.88 2.63
Imitation leather seat
(trans not speci.ﬂ.od) 2.75 2.75 208)4 2.8’4 3-16 3#18 3060 3065 how hoﬂl
KITCHEN CHATR~-~=cmemaceace .15 .72 .78 .76 .85 o84 1.00 1.03 1.20 .46
SIDEROARD, osk, without
nirror
$10.00 to $2L4,99~w=m= 17,71 17.7 18.17 18.17 19,88 19.90 22,84 22,96 27.12 27.03
$25.00 to $39.99- 29k 29.4k 30.37 30.37 32.75 32.85 36489 37.06 .65 45,09
$40,00 and over-=-e=--- 18.13 48.13 L8.Lk | L8.5Y $1.86 52.50 $5.75 | 56417 --= | 2/62.26

See footnotes on page 105
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Table F-2 - Retail Prices in Shiobuilding Centers, 1514-18

FLOOR COVERING, FURNITURE, AND EQUIPMENT - Continued

97

191% 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description )/
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
DRESSER
Oak, without mirror----- $14.26 | $ 14.26 | $ 14,8k | $ 14878 25.90 | 8 16.08 | $18.11 | $ 18.36] $ 19.77| ¥ 21.92
Mahogany:
$10.00 to $2L.99~==== 16.48 16.48 17.64 17.64 19.70 19.70 23493 23.93 27.00 31.22
$25.00 to $40,00=~weuu 29.30 29.30 30.84 30.84 33.95 34.03 36.91 37.18 b3.26 L3.87
CHIFFONIER
Jak, with mirror:
$4.50 to $14.99--~---= 10.50 10.50 10.92 10.92 11,87 11.87 13.99 13.99 16.20 17.71
$15.00 and over------ 18.2L 18.24 18.54 18.51 19.67 19.67 22.58 22,58 25.30 27.15
Mahogany, with mirror--- 21.98 21.98 22,67 22,67 24.58 24.58 28.50 28.50 32,71 340
BEDSTEAD
Irons
$1.98 to $5.99-------- L4.06 L.06 L35 L.36 Lh.91 L.92 5.93 5.98 7.34 8.37
.00 and over-------- 8.63 8.60 8.8L 8.84 9.63 9.75 11,25 .32 12.18 13.76
Brasst
$10.00 to $19.99=----~ 14.06 14.06 15.08 15.12 | 17.01 17.24 19.71 20.03 22,26 | 25.68
$20.00 and over-«----- 22.98 22.98 22.5% 22.65 24.15 24,15 27.40 27.50 27.65 30.20
BEDSPRING
Link spring 6/---===-x-= L.k2 b2 L.68 L.69 5.31 5.34 6.26 6.32 7.09 8.02
Coil spring--==-==c-ce== 4.63 he67 k.86 L.91 S.u8 5456 6.4l 7.30 —— 8.50
MATTRESS
Excelsior center and
cotton top and bottom- 3.35 .35 3.70 3.70 Le27 k.27 5.1l 5.16 6.14 6.54
Cotton~=ewe-menancnacana 8.15 8.15 8.67 8.67 9.91 9.99 12.64 12.82 | 7/15.70 15.57
Felt 8/~---mmcmcccaaaa 9.18 9.18 10.00 10.00 11.18 11.18 13.88 13.88 | T 15.63 16.46
Silk Tlosg~----ccmc—maea 11.81 11.82 12.56 12.67 13.92 14.01 15.94 16.81 -— _2/18.33‘
REFRIGERATOR
25 1b, capacity 9/=--=-= 8.67 8.67 8.93 8.93 9.38 9.38 10.32 11.46 12.8, | 12,71
50 1b. capacity §/------ 13.52 13.52 1L.06 14.06 15.33 15.33 17.L8 17.48 18.89 20.78
KITCHEN STOVE
Cosl stove:
$5.00 to $9.99-~o-mmeu 7.17 T.17 7.69 769 8.92 8.92 12.20 12.30 -—— 16.7h
$10.00 to $24.99~--=~ 15,70 15.70 16439 16.4k 18.29 18.53 22.67 22.92 28.88 31.19
$25.00 and over------- 30.75 30.75 31.59 31.65 | 35.28 35.L40 L3.5L LL.2h 52.66 | 55.47
Gas range:
$10.00 to $24.99==-==~ 17.56 17.56 17.72 17.72 20,17 20.17 25.00 25.00 27.97 28.04
$25,00 and over----- - 30.47 30.53 31.kh 31.78 35.22 35.42 L1.26 L1.48 48.38 51.30
Coal and gas range------ L8.71 L8.79 50.LL 50.72 | 55.95 56.69 65.26 67.09 .69 76.71

See footnotes on page' 108
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Table F-3 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 191L4-18

HOUSERARES
1914 1915 1516 1917 1918
Article and description i/
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
CUTLERY, flatware
Table knives, per dozen:
Steel, with wood handle{ $ 1.01 $1.01 $1.04 $1.00) 3 1.2, 3 1.2, 3 1.57 3 1.%57 $1.87] 8 1.98
Silver plate--—==—-=--= 3.54 3.5h 3.82 3.82 b17 L.32 LS5 L4.60 .08 5.54
Rogers 1847--~~---~--- 5.30 S.30 Se7h S.Th 6.21 6.21 7.€0 7.72 8.18 8.38
Table forks, per dozen:
Steel, with wood handle «99 «99 1.01 1.0 1.20 1,21 1.u8 1.50 1.88 1,89
Silver plate-- - 3.52 3.52 3.88 3.88 L.10 L.27 L.57 L.63 L.92 5.95
Rogers 1847-==---—uun 5435 535 5.35 5.35 5.83 5.83 6.72 6.85 7.12 7.86
DINNERWARE
Cups and saucers, per
dozen:
White or plain---=----- 1.23 1.24 1.30 1.31 1.54 1.56 2.20 2.28 2.62 2.83
Decorated-==~=—wv=—uo- 2.00 2.03 2.16 2.18 2.50 2.52 3.17 3.22 3.82 L.06
KITCHENWARE
Coffee pot, 2-qt., enamel,
each: .60 «60 62 .62 .71 o712 .86 .88 1.04 1.13
Dishpan, 1 qt., eachs:
Tin L9 L9 57 <57 66 66 83 .85 1.06 1.16
Enamel--===ew-mrre--- 69 69 .72 .73 .82 .83 97 1.00 1/1.18 1.26
Skillet, eachs
Steel-~mmeememmmacana" +30 +30 .32 32 36 .36 L6 L7 .58 67
Iron W41 Nhi A3 A .50 .51 .62 bl 77 .82
Aluminum=--ee~ceoreece 1.53 1.53 1.60 1.6 1.77 1.78 1.96 2.05 2.36 2.27
Stew pan, 4 qgt., each:
---------------- 40 -0 A2 A2 47 48 .55 55 .63 -—
Aluminume—eceemeacmenn 1.07 1.07 1.09 1.09 1.15 1.15 1.39 1.39 1.72 -—
Teakettle, enamel:
Under $1.00 .68 .68 .71 .72 .82 «83 1.02 1.03 1,18 1.43
$1.00 and over----- 1.35 1.36 1.40 1.4l 1.56 1.58 1.79 1.83 2.19 2422
LAUNIRY SUPPLIES
Washboard :
ZiNgm=mmemammm——me———— .37 .37 40 40 L5 45 56 57 65 .70
G1885-— e mmmmmmmmam 13 02 3 iy .9 b9 .56 .57 .63 1
Washtub:
Galvanized, #l--~-~v-= .70 <70 <75 .76 .86 .87 1.1k 1.15 1,29 1.2
Galvanized, #2----=--- .81 .81 .87 .88 1,02 1.05 1.32 1.3% 1.60 1.69
Galvanized, #3-------- NN .95 1.00 1.01 1.16 1.17 1.51 1.56 1.96 1.96
Wood-oommmmmnmmmm e e 1.04 1.0 1.08 1.08 1.25 1.25 1.64 1.6L 1.87 2.00
Borax, 1 1b. pkg. N . .15 .15 .15 . .17 A7 .19 .19
Cleaning powders
Gold Dust, 3% 1b. pkg.- .23 .23 .23 .23 2L .2k .25 .27 -— 2/.29
0ld Dutch Cleanser---- .10 .10 «10 <10 .10 10 .10 .10 .10 ———
Laundry soap, per bar--- .05 .05 . . . .05 .06 .06 .07 .07
OTHER HOUSEWARES
Broom, L-string or tie-- $37 37 By Lo ~u8 U8 .70 o713 .88 95
Brush, scrub or fiber--- »12 W12 $12 .12 .12 «12 Al SN .15 .17
Window shades:
Water color--~-----=es .32 .32 3L o3 L0 <10 53 .Sk 65 .75
Oll-memceunsccnacccann BN 5S4 57 57 .65 +66 .82 .84 97 1.10

See footnotes on page 105
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Table F-}, - Retail Prices in Shisbuilding Certers, 1914-18
MEN'S OUTERWEAR

1914 1915 1516 1917 1918
Article and description 1/|
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
OVERCOAT, all wool
Under $15,00=mcvn—ncccan -—— $ 11.18 - $ 11.88 ——- $ 13.58 - $ 15.88 - $ 21.89
$15,00 to $19,99==mm=u- -— 15.87 —— 16.39 -— 17.87 -— 20.90 -— 26.36
$20,00 and over=--=---=- ——— 21.59 —— 21.86 -—- 23.12 —-— 26.07 -— 31.00
OVERCOAT, part wool 10/
Under $15.00---cavaacma- -— 10.25 -— 10,36 —— 11.89 ——— 13.94 -—— 17.50
$15.00 and over------ -—— ——— 17.1 -—- 17.45 -— 18.55 —— 22.88 - 28,06
MACKINAW- —— 6.04 -— 6.10 -— 6490 - 8,50 -— 11.65
SUIT, for winter
Wools
$7.50 to $16.99-~--—- -—— 13.36 — 13.84 -— 15.31 - 18.05 ——- 24.60
$17.00 and over---w--- ——— 21,25 -—— 21.61 -— 22.63 St 26.32 -~ 31.52
Serge 11/--<-==eu-aneucn - 15,60 | === 15,84 -—= 17.07 -—- 20.29 -—- 26,49
Wool and cotton mixed:
$3.00 to $9.99=wa=c—=- -—— 6.11 — 6.2 —— 7.00 —— 8.10 — 11.48
$10.00 and over------- -—— 12,82 — 13,05 ——- 1.2 -—— 16.74 —— 20.73
SUIT, for summer
Palm beach=-wewomasmwans $ .78 e 1$ 15.09 - $ 18k —— $ 19.95 .- - 25.68
Serge 1.2 -—- Uil 8 - 16.09 -— 20,59 -— .—- 2L.6l
K11l WOOlemeommmemanaccna 1h.78 ——— 15.09 -— 164l - 19,95 - -— 25.68
WORK PANTS
LT e B e D 1,15 1.15 1.17 1.17 1.27 1,27 1.62 1.70 -——— 2/2.20
Cotton 12/=emmcnacmecaan 1,27 1,27 1.31 1.3 1.46 1,51 177 2.00 -—- 2/2.12
T 2.49 2,49 2453 2.53 2.79 2.79 3.29 3.29 -— Teem
Corduroy 2450 2,50 2450 2450 2,50 2450 2,98 3,05 —— _?;/3.67
OVERALLS, BLUE DENIM
Under fifty cents ------- EEE .55 ss | n 7 97 97 | s127| 1w
Fifty cents to $.99------ «80 «80 «90 «90 1.1 1.12 1.54 1,57 1.85 2.1
$1.00 and over--=-----=-= 1.21 l.21 1.27 1.27 1.51 1.54 2.03 2.10 2/2.56 2,50
Advertised brands 13/---- .89 .89 96 97 1.9 1.20 1.63 1.72 | Z/2.30( 2.38
WORK SHIRT
Chambray=cee-vceecsoanneee 052 052 «51 52 61 61 81 .83 1,00 1.13
Cotton or cotton mix-—we- +60 «60 «66 66 17 o718 96 1,00 1.07 1.1
Flannel (not specified)~=]| --= 1.18 | ==a 1.28 —— 1.48 - 1.94 - 2.70
WORK GLOVES
Leath 79 o719 o81 +81 9k L 1.21 1.24 1.32 1.43
Cotton or canvas-—-=---- .12 $12 .12 .12 A ol - - «20 .22
Table F-5 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
MEN'S FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES
SWEATER )
All WOOlweacnanncnmanees ——- h031 b lh“l - 50“‘ _=- 6-25 iing 7086
Part woolev=wacncaoana oued 2025 2025 2-31]» 203,4 2-70 2.72 3.39 3060 3.85 h¢61
Cottons
$.35 to $li2henconnenn W72 o712 o75 75 .88 .88 1,22 1.2, 1.28 1.53
$1,25 and oversewe~=-- 1,80 1.80 1,82 1.90 2,08 2,08 2068 2.68 -~ 3.53
NIGHT SHIRT
Muslins
50 cents and under--~- 49 49 51 51 «61 61 79 79 «98 .11
$0.51 to $0.99-=-=unem oTh o4 76 76 89 89 1.13 1.13 1.30 1.57
$1.00 and over-=--ee=- 1.03 1.03 1,03 1,03 1.07 1,08 1.30 1.32 1.50 1.61
Flamnel ]._h'/ ------------- — 76 ——— o719 —- «88 -— 1.22 -— 1.3

See footnotes on page 105
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Table F-5 - ietail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 191i~18
MEN'S FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES - Contirued

191k 1915 1516 1917 1918
Article and description 3/
- June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
PAJAMAS, flannel L/ -------= - $1.11 -— $1.11 -— $ .27 -— | §1.60 == | $1.66
UNDERSHIRT OR DRAWERS
Part woole-==erenecvoncs -—— 1.18 -— 1.20 e 1.36 -— 1.78 - 2.17
100% Wo0lew=—amme—ccmann -—— 140 ——— Loll - 1.65 — 2.15 - 2.85
UNION SUIT, all wool=====-~ — — 2,76 — 2,77 -—— 3.05 - 3.8 - 5.02
SOCKS
Cotton 30-15 015 $ 0.16 16 $ 0.18 «18 $ 0+22 22 $ 002,4 33
Part wool~~---mec—c—co=e - 20 ~— 21 - «25 -— .33 - 53
Wool. -—— .32 -~ #33 ——- Lo -— .55 -— .78
Cashmerg----=-=-=wsce-c- - .25 - $27 .- <33 - oy — .66
Lisl 31 31 o33 33 «37 «37 U6 47 U8 .55
Silk: Jhl o . L5 A7 oIt7 «59 .59 72 69
HANDKERCHIEFS
Cotton 15/-=vemeemcencea .08 .08 .08 .08 09 .09 #10 11 .13 o1l
Li = .20 +20 .20 .20 .23 .23 .30 +30 33 43
NRCKTIE, silk, four-in-hand-- .53 .53 .Sk -5k «60 .60 .75 .78 -—- .98
SUSPENDERS
Elasticeveverewuenaans tnad '35 035 035 -35 37 .38 -h5 -hS ohs -58
Lisle or silk lisle--=-- 45 45 . A6 48 48 .58 .58 61 o7
HAT, FELT
Soft felt hat-e=eescece- -— 2428 -— 2.38 — 2.60 — 3.28 -—— 3.50
Trade marked--=-e-~--e-= 2455 2455 2,56 2056 2.66 2.66 3.08 3.08 === | 2/3.8
HAT, STRAW
Stiff straw----eece-ea-s 1,87 -— 1,87 — 1.90 - 2,00 — -~ 2,22
P 4.06 - 412 — b33 — L.81 — S.2h Se31
Table Fe6 = Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
WOMEN 'S OUTERWEAR
COAT, WINTER, wool
Under $10.00=-~cmvccoxas -——— 8.60 ——— 8.79 Rt 10.69 — 12.17 ——- 15.19
$10.00 to $14.99-==memm - 12.02 - 12,64 - 14.37 ~em 16.88 —— 20.58
$15.00 and over--=------ -—- 20.05 -— 20.41 — 22.33 — 26.19 — 3l.21
COAT, WINTER, plush
Under $15.00-eecacccccan -——- 12.33 —— 12.67 -— 14.00 - 17.00 7/19.17 -—
$15.00 to $2L.99~=eememm - 17.59 - 18.30 - 20,56 -~ 24,60 | T --- 32.04
$25.00 and overssv-sw--= -— 26.32 -— 26.77 ——— 28.86 - 32.28 -—— 40.83
COAT, SPRING
Serge 11/t
$10.00 to $19.99~=cem= 1,92 ——- . R 16.96 w—— 18.90 - 22,16 -
$20.00 and over =~=---- 22,92 ] 22.92 - 2,58 -—- 29,17 - 35.00 | 35,00
SUIT, (COAT AND SKIRT)
Serge 11/;
*8-95-‘“0 ‘19.99- """ -—— 11&-65 hataded 15-(5 hd 1701.1 et 20-25 —— 28.72
$20.00 and over------- -—- 23.58 - 24,10 — 26.04 —- 30.23 - 37.85
Wool==morecocesmannans - 19.71 -— 19.79 -—— 21.87 - 25.91 — 33.59

See footnotes on page 308
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Table F-6 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 191L-18
WOMEN'S OUTERWEAR ~ Continued

101

191k 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description)/
- June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
SKIRT, DRESS, wool '
Mixed goods ==ee—~eec~evw- ——— $3.34 - $ 3.38 —— $ 3.68 —- $ L.Bo - $ 6.2
Poplin - 4.82 ——— 5.02 - 5.92 ——e o ——ew 9.88
SOrgo 11/ ----- e—ececccaue — 5.02 —— Se L] S.70 -—— 6.82 — 9.26
- 5073 hatming 508'4 bntnd 6081 - 8.2‘3 - 1008“
SHIRTWAIST
Muslin $1.02 1,02 | $1.03 1.03 $1.11 $1.11 $1.26 1.26 —— 1.63
Voile 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.38 1.38 1.51 1.51 $1.55 1.86
8ilk or Japmoe 8ilkwen= 3.01 3.01 3.02 3.02 3.23 3.23 3068 3.70 hooe "056
Crepe deChing=v~cencvan=- 3.36 3.36 3.36 3.36 3.0 3.51 4,03 L.08 he33 L4.75
Georgettece—cceccan"- m——— k.22 Le22 L.22 he22 4.29 429 4.82 L.92 o, s.78
SWEATER
Wool —— h.hB Andntnd 'l063 intand 5017 - 60“ - 9003
Fibre Sm““"'“"‘“‘ 7.11 .11 7.21 7021 7099 7.99 10-09 10-09 m— 13082
DRESS, wool
Serge 11/
$5,00 to §lhe99emccaus - 9.47 L 9.84 L] 10,98 - 13.34 - 18.48
$15,00 and over~-=-e--- ——- 17.50 - 17.66 - 19.25 e 22.97 -—- 30,48
HOUSEIRESS, cotton
Percales .
$0,35 to $0,99=cccccmme 76 76 +82 82 «98 98 1.26 1.29 1.48 2.13
’1000 tO ‘102‘1"‘“"" lom 1aw 1001 1001 1013 101’1 1.!&5 lohs 2000 2030
$1.25 and over--=-m—--« 1.63 1.63 1.64 1.64 1.72 1.72 2,04 2,07 27U 3.1h
Gingham:
$0.50 to $0,99~=mcum — 79 79 +89 +89 1,05 1.05 1.32 1.32 1.76 2.32
$1.00 to $1.24emcamaca 1.00 1.00 1.02 1.02 1.15 1.16 1.h9 1.53 1.76 2.43
$1.25 and over-eeecccce- 1.82 1.82 1.83 1.83 2,00 2.00 2.50 2466 3.26 M6
BUNGALOW APRON, cotton--e=e-e 67 «67 69 | +69 o713 76 «96 97 1.22 1,70
Table F-7 -~ Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1911.;-18
WOMEN'S UNDERWEAR AND ACCESSORIES
NIGHTGOWN
Muslin;
Under $0,75=-—=ecccuaa= 52 .52 oSl Sk «63 .63 .81 .82 1.02 1.21
0.75 and over--e—--- - 1.03 1.03 1,05 1.06 1.14 1.16 1.36 1.39 1.56 1.81
Nainsook «wmeaceccamceae .92 .- .95 - 1.07 — 1.31 ——- .48 ~——
Flannelette
Under s0075 """""""" - 056 ——— 059 - 71 - 97 —-—— 1'53
‘0.75 and over~-e~ceaes Lanand 92 ——— 93 bl 99 - 1.28 “ae 1,67
PETTICOAT
SO. 0 to $l.2lecmrcmcan «80 +80 82 «82 92 92 1.09 1.10 1.29 1,50
$1,25 and over—-e----e= .71 1.1 1.7 1.7k 1.77 1.77 1.90 1.90 2,21 2,36
Sateen . 096 098 O98 1009 low 1037 1037 1'55 1.87
Silk, taffeta or satine-= 3.1 3.1 3.45 3.48 3.78 3.8 Le38 Lol k.60 S.13
Outing flannel or flannel-
otte — h wee oli9 owe oSh il o712 - L
UNION SUIT, part wool, .dilll
weight 16/--- ------ 2.10 2,10 2,12 2.12 2,30 2.33 2.73 2.83 3.04 3.1
UNION SUIT, cotton
Light weight=eeccemcanea 55 ——— 55 == 61 one o73 ace 92 1.03
Heavy weightececeeacaeaa —— 92 ——- 9k L 1.07 w—a 1.33 - 1.76

See footnotes on page105

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



102

Table F=7 ~ Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 191L-18
WOMEN'S UNDERWEAR AND ACCESSORIES - Continued

1914 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description }/
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
COMBINATION SUIT
Nainsool $1.13 | $21.23 [$1.15 [$2a5 | $1.26 | $1.26 | $1.L5 | 8151 $1.72( $1.70
Musling
Under $1.00-----=cue~ o6l 6L 66 «66 o73 o73 92 «93 1,08 1.26
$1.00 to $1.Lh9-~-veu- 1.03 1.03 1.06 1.06 1,16 1.16 134 1.36 1.53 1.7
$1.50 and over------- 1,73 1.73 1,76 1.76 1.84 1.85 2.11 2.4 2443 2.69
IRAWERS, muslin —---—-c-v-e <l olily oliS oS k9 li9 59 62 «78 «82
SHIRT, WOOL
WoOlwemmenmmemrenarer—o —— 1.20 - 1.2, — 145 — 1.82 —-— L6
Part woolee=ewosmmneen - -—- 1.0 -— 1,03 -— 1.3 — 1.50 -— 2,13
SHIRT, COTTON
Sumzer weight=~===em—- «23 -— #23 — «26 - «33 — 43 50
Medium weight-~oewo—eae o ol . .hl «l8 <48 58 «60 «T2 083
Heavy weighte=mm=emmemn — w8 | = o8 — .58 — .77 - 1.05
Vest, cotton-=reww=o=cn 31 e J - o32 - 40 d ks 57
CORSET
Under ‘1000- """"" —— .58 058 060 -60 068 o68 tah .8& bteand 1.2
$1.00 to $2,U9=~wcnmou= 1.27 1.27 1,28 1.28 1.38 1.39 1.63 1.67 1.98 2.27
‘2-50 and over =-==ew-= 3.22 3.12 3'113 301‘1 3.27 3.29 3066 3o7]-l h-52 h-5h
CORSET COVER
P PP .2 42 A3 43 A7 47 .55 £5 .70 .76
Trinmed (embroidery, etc.) 45 . b9 L9 58 58 70 70 77 .88
BRASSIERE-ewrremcerccamcnan 050 050 050 050 cso 050 055 055 - -65
STOCKINGS
Cottolvmmearcanan canean «21 o2l 22 22 25 «25 32 32 36 olily
1 37 37 .38 39 A3 ol 54 Sl «58 66
S:l.lk boot 1_7_/."-"-.'"- oh7 0'17 050 050 u57 057 066 066 -85 085
3 M N e 77 17 . . «96 96 1,17 1.19 1.31 .45
GLOVES
Leather, domestic :
Capeskin-ceecmeome-e 1.04 oy | 1a7 117 1,45 148 .75 | 1.5 1.97| 197
& R l.21 1.21 1.28 1.28 1.49 1.50 1.93 1.96 2.13 2.27
Fabric:
Lislesrnca e T o - o1 it .50 - «66 —— o75 il
Chamoisett o7 47 49 o9 62 «63 «81 .83 .88 96
Silkecrcnsancocsnanan «63 -—— «63 - .68 -—— «8h ——- 97 ——-
HANDKERCHIEF, plain
Cotton-evnnncnanermnena .08 .08 .08 +08 09 <09 11 a1 12 «13
Linen 015 015 -16 016 017 -17 020 21 .25 028

See footnotes on page 105
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Table F-8 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
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CHILDRENS' AND INFANTS' APPAREL
191k 1915 1516 1917 1918
Article and description l/
June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
BOYS' WEAR
OVERCOAT
Under $5.00 ~--eccvacmaa ——- $ 3.2 - $ 3.79 b $ h057 - $ 506’ —— $7.81
$5.00 and over- - 6.18 - 6.21 - 6.61 -—— 8.2h -~ 10.81
SUIT
Serge (sumper)-----=-=-e $ L.83 wew | 8§ 1,83 —— $ 591 — $ 7.56 - $ 8.55 9.10
Serge (winter)---<~----= - L85 - L.95 — 538 - 7.18 == 9.40
Wool: —— 6o m== 6461 — 7+28 - 8.97 -—— 11,7k
CAP, WOOL BOrge-=~=r=—u===w= 59 59 59 59 -T0 .70 .84 8L 1.02 1.4
UNTON SUIT, part wool------- 1.2k 1.2k 1.27 1.27 1.35 1.5 1.53 .n = | 2/2.95
GIRLS' WEAR
MIDDY BLOUSE---enmmmmmm - 1.07 1,07 | 1.07 1.07 1.10 1.10 1,31 | 1.38 .80 1.87
mm, WOOlemmrvenma e cane 2.55 2055 2.65 2.65 20&‘ 2-&% 3.10 3.28 3.31 3.86
UNION SUIT, cotton
Light “w\t --------- — 038 038 035 033 .h5 -h5 050 .50 et %.65
Henvy weight------------ 061 061 065 '65 068 015 081 095 L g. 01,3
TRAWERS, cotton, knit
Summer «38 - .38 -~ 41 o 53 - .83 ——
Wint, ——— 43 e A3 -—— b6 i 65 ——- «84
SHIRT, cotton--ewr——-canceca «30 30 «30 30 3b o34 ou 2 - 2/.52
STCCKINCS, cotton=—vrmavacaa 019 019 ¢19 «20 21 22 028 029 033 uho
INFANTS' WEAR
SHIRT, WOOlw=~=revencuccnaen ——— «69 bt <70 ——— o75 - 91 Lt g/i.09
‘Table F-9 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
DRESS GOODS
DRESS GOODS, COTTON, per yard
Calico 18/e-mmcecmmecauw «06 N .08 +08 «10 «10 oAl b .19 o21
Oinghem, 27" widee~=e--= .11 Q1 .13 «13 W26 26 .23 23 -—— 3k
Percale, 36" wide~-w~=-= 12 12 #13 13 16 17 22 o2k «30 <38
Poplin l&_/ ------------ .25 025 o% 026 -28 -29 -3'& -35 039 oh’
IRESS GOODS, WOOL, per yard
Serge, all woolt
36n=41" wide~~=oe-mnme 56 56 61 62 75 75 .98 1.00 1.15 1.31
Lh2n<lli* wide 92 92 1.01 1.01 1.22 1.23 1.59 1.64 1.85 2,29
Si" wide~-e—=-s 1.19 1.19 1.28 1.28 1.53 1.58 2,07 2.1 2/2.63 3.25
Serge, part wool %!{ hd obs . <48 48 «60 61 .78 .80 9k 97
Trade name fabric __9_/-- 1.00 1.0 1.08 1.09 1.28 1.29 1,62 1.65 2.06 2.8

See footnotes on page 1‘0'5
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Table F~10 - Retail Prices in Shipbuildirg Centers, 1914-18

FOOTW¥EAR
191k 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description | /
- June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.
MEN'S FOOTWEAR
SHOES
Calfgkin-=~-me--—een—e= $L.30§ $L.20| $L.3B) $L438 | 35.00 $5.03] $6.05] $6.12 $ 6.67] $ 6.83
Viei kide=vcoweeceoccraaas Le19 L.19 4.53 L.53 517 5.17 6.13 6.17 6.20 7.3C
Work shoge=-=em-wmomeue 2.15 2.15 2.55 2.55 2.75 2.75 3.55 3.55 --= 1 2/k.00
RUBEERS 20/
Trede name~-==---m=-—=-== 1.00 1,00 1,00 1.00 1.05 1.05 1.25 1.25 1.26 1.k9
her 1.07 1,07 1.10 1.1 1,20 .21 1.36 1.39 1.62 1.75
ARTICS, Li-buckle----=-r-aee 1.97 1.97 2.06 2,06 2.17 2.17 2.52 2.55 2.86 3.08
WOMEN'S FOOTWEAR
SHOES
Under $2,50=mmecceccana 1.74 1.7% 1,86 1.86 2.18 2.18 2.66 2.77 3.18 3.27
$2.50 = $3.99-=cncncouun 3.12 3.12 3.31 3.60 3.87 3.87 L.83 L.8y 5.10 S.68
$4,00 and over--«------ 6l L.65 5.07 S.51 5.91 5.93 6.94 6.99 7.42 8.00
RUBBERS
$0.39 - $0,7h---vene-em +58 .58 60 «60 .65 65 «76 77 +87 «87
$0.75 and over~=------= .78 .78 .79 .79 .83 .83 .93 .9k 1.01 1,02
SLIPPERS and HOUSE SHOES--- 1.48 1.48 1.57 1.57 1,78 1.78 2,25 2.34 2.64 2.67
BOYS! FOOTWEAR
SHOES
$1.50 - $2.49-accmcaaun 1.75 1.75 1.83 1.83 2.13 2.13 2.L8 2,53 2.81 2.90
$2.50 and over=---~---- 2.93 2.93 3.06 3.08 3.k 3.6 3.98 .07 407 k.70
RUBEERS .78 .18 .81 ~81 .88 .88 .95 .98 .99 1,08
GIRLS' FOOTWEAR
SHOES
$1.50 = 32, 49--~muumua 1.77 1.77 1.91 1.91 2.19 2.19 2463 2.64 2.9 3.00
$2.50 and over--------- 2.96 2.96 3.22 3.28 3.63 3466 L.o9 k13 Lo Lo69
RUBBERS=-~-=~=mmocacmccanan oSh Sk .57 57 63 «63 . 71 71 79
INFANTS' FOOTWEAR
SHOES - 1.hh 1.l 1,57 1.58 1.78 1.80 2.1, 2.18 2,37 2/2.56

See footnotes on pageloS
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Table F-11 - Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 191418

MEDICINES

1914 1915 1916 1917 1918
Article and description}/

June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. June Dec. April Aug.

ALCOHOL, grain, 1 pint-=---- $ 052 $ 0.52 $ 0.5k | $ 05U $ 0.60 $ 0.60 $ 1.4 | $1.21 $1.3L] 3 1.34
ASPIRIN, 12 S-grain tabletss

Advertised brands------ - .18 .18 .19 .19 .19 .19 .21 .21 .21 .21
Non-advertised brandse=- «20 +20 «20 «20 22 .22 22 22 22 .22
BICARBONATE OF SODA, 1 1b.=- a2 12 222 12 .12 .12 5 Ak .15 26
BORIC ACID, 1 1by==-==-====e .27 .27 .27 .27 .29 .29 3h .37 Lo 2/.k0
CAMPHOR GUM, 1 0zym========= .07 .07 .07 .07 .08 .08 .10 11 12 b
CASTOR OIL, 1 0Zsm===-===-= 08 05 .06 06 .06 <06 .08 .09 A1 517
EPSOM SALTS, 1 1by-===-=me=== .10 .10 .11 21 11 Q1 .13 .13 .15 16
GLYCERINE, 1 Oze=mm======-== .07 .07 .07 .07 .09 +09 .13 .13 L A
LISTERINE, 3 0ge---------~- - .23 .23 .23 .23 .23 .23 .25 .25 .25 .26
PEROXIIE OF HYDROGEN, L oz.- .13 .13 13 .13 Wb B .15 .15 .15 .16
o R sluieddmsanbink a1 KT 22| e Ry, L .16 a6 | 7/.18 .26
.23 .23 .27 .27 .30 .30 .35 .35 - kL2

.05 .05 N N3 .05 .05 .05 .05 .06 .06

Table F-12 = Retail Prices in Shipbuilding Centers, 1914-18
TOBACCO PRODUCTS

PLUG TOBACCO, 3 to 3-1/3 oz. .07 .07 .07 .07 .07 .07 09 W09 — —
SMOKING TOBACCO 21/====---- 08 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .06 .06 — —
CIGARS .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .05 .06 .06 —- ——

1/ Price ranges shown as part of the description refer to prices in 191l.
/ June price.
3/ Probably most quotations are for size B1"x90". This size was reported most frequently under non-trade-marked sheets.
L/ May have a mixture of damask cloths of 72"x8L" and smaller, as well as plain weaves.
T/ Probabl, damask.
&/ Probably all metal frame.
7/ Pebruary price.
B/ Includes all mattresses designated "felt®, Mlayer felt™, and "cotton felt". Price levels were approximately the
same for these three designations.
9/ Tyve of icebox was not specified in all cases. Yrice levels indicated thst these are probably all top-icers. Prices
Tor side-icers were more than $10.00 higher than top-icers in 191k.
10/ Includes overcoats identified as "part wool" and "mixed goods™".
TI/ Includes wool serge and other serge not specifically designated as wool. Does not include serge identified as "mixed®
or as "French serge".
12/ No other description available.
T3/ Identified as "advertised brands, medium quality".
1L/ Includes those identified as "flannel", "flannelette", and "outing flannel®.
15/ Averages for "cotton bandannas" were the same as for the cotton dress handkerchief.
The percent of wool was not specified. Comparisons with quotations identified as "all wool" or "more than 50% woolt
Indicates that these probably have less than SO% wool.
17/ Band of silk between shoe top and knee.
T8/ Width not specified.
19/ Although width was not specified, quotations correspond closely to those identified for L8 to 5 inches wide.
20/ Quotations identified as "storm" and "low" were approximately the same, This is probably a combination of the two
Types. M"Sandals" were excluded. }
g}/ Weight not specified. All brands for which data are available were reported at the same price from 191l through 1916.

# U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 O - 347995

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis





