UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Frances Perkins, Secretary

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
Isador Lubin, Commissioner (on leave)
A. F. Hinrichs, Acting Commissioner

+

Retail Prices of Food
and Coal

1941

+

Prepared by
RETAIL PRICE DIVISION
ETHEL D. HOOVER, Chief

Bulletin No. 707

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON : 1942

For sale by the Superi dent of Docu , Washington, D.C. » - -~ - -~ Price 10cents

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Digitized for FRASER

CONTENTS

Food: Page
Trends of food prices after the outbreak of the war____________ e 1
Annual average indexes, 1913 to 1941 _ . __ ___ . ____ . _ ... ___.___ 1
Review of food prices during the year 1941 _ ____________________.__ 3

Details by commodity groups._ .. ... ... 4

Coal Outstanding changes by regions and cities. _ ... .. ___..._.. 10

oal:

Prices in December 1941 ______ . .. 17
Review of coal prices during the year 1941:

Bituminous._ - . o i 18

Anthracile .o 28

Prices, 1929 to 1941, inclusive. . ... . _ . ._______. 33

Letter of Transmittal

Unitep STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
BureaU oF LaBor STATISTICS,
Washington, D. C., April 17, 1942.
The SECRETARY OF LABOR:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report presenting indexes
of retail costs of food and coal in the United States from 1913 to De-
cember 1941, together with average retail prices of individual articles
of food and of various kinds and sizes of coal for the year 1941,

Previously a review of retail prices for each year was published in
the issue of the printed monthly pamphlet, ‘“Retail Prices,” for
January of the following year.

However, as a measure of wartime economy the Bureau of Labor
Statistics discontinued the publication of its printed monthly pam-
phlets with the December 1941 issue, and substituted therefor mimeo-
graphed monthly reports. These mimeographed reports have the
merit of quick publication, but there remains a widespread demand
for a formal annual review, which might also incorporate any revisions
that may have become necessary.

The prices were collected and the report was prepared by the
Retail Price Division of the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

A. F. Hingricrs, Acting Commissioner.

Hon. Frances PERkINS,

Secretary of Labor,

n
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FOOD

Trends of Food Prices After the Outbreak of the War

Retail food costs advanced 21.0 percent between August 15, 1939,
immediately preceding the outbreak of the European war, and De-
cember 16, 1941. In August 1939 food costs were relatively low
compared with 1937 and 1938 levels, due to the existence of plentiful
supplies of nearly all foods at that time. With the outbreak of the
war, in Europe early in September 1939, many housewives, remem-
bering the skyrocketing prices of most foods during the first World
War, rushed to their grocers with large orders for sugar, navy beans,
canned goods, and other foods which could be stored away for future
use. The sudden change from day-to-day buying to quantity buying
soon resulted in the depletion of stocks of certain foods in the hands
of retail merchants and wholesalers, and speculation contributed to a
rising market which caused the average retail cost of food in large
cities to increase 5 percent between Kugust 15 and September 19.
Sugar prices jumped 25 percent. This panicky situation lasted for
only a short time, however, as assurance of plentiful supplies was
given to the public. The success of measures taken by the Govern-
ment and private organizations to avert a further increase in prices
was reflected in a substantial price decline by mid-October and the
return of prices by January 1940 to levels only slightly higher than
those which existed in August 1939.

During the year 1940 and the first quarter of 1941, food prices
advanced moderately with the usual seasonal fluctuations. In April
1941, however, after the enactment of the Lend-Lease Act, which
opened the way for exports of foodstuffs in large quantities, and the
inauguration of an agricultural policy designed to support farm prices
of pork, dairy products, eggs, and poultry, retail prices of food began
to advance rapidly, rising 14.9 percent during the 9-month period
between March 18, 1941, and December 16, 1941. Increased in-
dustrial activity, with larger pay rolls, Government purchases under
the Lend-Lease Act, speculative activities, and inadequate transpor-
tation were also responsible for these price advances.

Annual Average Indexes

Table 1 and the accompanying chart show the trend of costs of all
foods at retail for the period from January 1913 to December 1941.

1
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FOOD 3

TaeLe L.—Indexes of retail food costs in 51 large cities combined, by years from
'1918 to 1941, and by months, January 1941 to December 1941, inclusive

[1935-39==100]
Year All foods Year A“inflo&ds Al {io&ds
70.9 130.8
81.8 132.5
80.9 126.0 97.8
90.8 103.9 97.9
116.9 86.5 98. 4
100.6
134.4 84.1 Lo
149.8 93.7 102.1
168.8 100.4 105.9
128.3 101.3 108.7
119.9 105.3 lﬁ. 0
124.0 97.8 110.7
122.8 95.2 111.6
132.9 96.6 113.1
137.4 108.5 || December.......... 113.1
132.3

Review of Food Prices During the Year 1941

Food costs averaged 9.2 percent higher in 1941 than in 1940, and
8.2 percent above the 1939 average level. The index for all foods for
the year 1941 was 105.5 percent of the 1935-39 average. After slight
increases during the first 3 months of 1941, food costs rose at an aver-
age rate of about 1.5 percent per month during the remainder of the
year up to December 1941, when seasonal declines for some foods
slowed the advance. Increases of more than 50 percent were reported
for lard, shortening in cartons, and eggs, between mid-March and
mid-December. Red salmon rose about 40 percent during this
period as the Government purchased about half of the total pack for
the armed forces and for shipment abroad. Large Government pur-
chases were also partly responsible for substa,ntiaﬁ advances in prices
of canned peaches, navy beans, cheese, canned pink salmon, evaporated
milk, and canned green beans. Coffec prices advanced 30 percent
from the unusually low level of January 1941. Trade agreements
were concluded during the year providing for the payment of higher
prices for green coffee in the coffee-producing countries. Prices of
shortening in tin or similar containers and oleomargarine were about
25 percent higher in December than in March following much larger
general advances in wholesale prices of fats and oils of all kinds. Im-
portant increases were also reported for pork products, flour, rice,
sugsr, canned tomatoes, and salad dressing. Sugar prices advanced
16.5 percent between mid-March and mid-December, reflecting the
increased use of sugar for various purposes, one of the more important
of which was the manufacture of industrial aleohol. The sugar situa-
tion became critical by mid-December with the threatened loss of
supplies from the Pacific area. Many retail stores began early to
voluntarily limit sales to 2, 5, or 10 pounds per customer and the
practice of restricting sales was later adopted throughout the country.

Prices of bread and milk, two of the most important commodities
in the food budgets of moderate-income families, advanced between
mid-March and mid-December of last year in nearly every city covered
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ survey. Increases m milk prices
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4 RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941

ranged from 1 to 4 cents per quart while bread prices advanced
generally about 1 cent per loaf.

Details by Commodity Groups

Cereals and bakery products.—Average costs of cereals and bakery
products during the year 1941 showed less increase, with an advance
of 1.1 percent over 1940 average levels, than any other major group
of foodstuffs. Prices of bread, which represents over 40 percent of the
average workingman’s expenditures for products in this group,
changed very little during the first 7 months of the year, but between
mid-July and mid-August advanced in 30 of the 51 cities covered
by the Bureau’s survey. This rise was general throughout the New

ngland, Middle Atlantic, and North Central States. The increase
for the most part was in the form of a 1-cent per loaf advance with
no reduction in the size of the loaf. In a few cities, however, the price
per loaf remained the same, but the loaf was reduced in size. There
were additional increases for bread during September and the re-
maining months of the year, with declines occurring only in Chicago,
Dallas, and Pittsburgh, among the cities for which reports are avail-
able. Flour prices advanced earlier than bread and rose 19 percent
between mid-April and mid-December. Other commodities in the
cereals and bakery-products group also advanced moderately.

Meats.—Meat costs averaged 12 percent higher in 1941 than in
1940 largely because of a considerable advance in prices of pork
products over the relatively low levels which prevailed during the
early months of 1940, when retail prices of pork were lower than at any
time since the spring of 1935. Between mid-March and mid-Septem-
ber 1941, average prices of pork rose 28 percent. Beef prices were 7
percent higher in 1941 than in 1940 in spite of larger supplies of cattle
being marketed. Contrary to their usual seasonal trend, prices
declined gradually from January through June but advanced sharply
between mid-June and mid-September. As supplies began to appear
on the market in increasing volume during the early fall, pricesmoved
downward. A decline amounting to 3.6 percent between mid-Septem-
ber and mid-November was followed by an advance of more than 2
percent by mid-December, reflecting a strengthening demand. Lamb
prices averaged 7 percent higher in 1941 than in 1940 as the higher
prices paid to farmers were reflected in the retail markets. Because
of the rising price of wool, more lambs were held on farms for wool-
growing purposes, reducing the number of lambs marketed for slaugh-
ter. Roasting chickens and fresh and frozen fish were up more than
7 percent during the year. An advance of 13 percent in fish prices
occurred between mid-August and mid-December, as supplies of cer-
tain varieties were reduced on account of the smaller number of
vessels available for fishing. Salmon prices advanced steadily during
the year as a result of the large purchases of red salmon (45 percent
of the total pack) by the Government. In mid-December, canned
red salmon was 40 percent higher than in mid-January, and pink
salm];)n was 27 percent higher, notwithstanding the unusually heavy
cateh.
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FOOD 5

Dairy products.—Prices of dairy products averaged 10.5 percent
higher in 1941 than in 1940 as large quantities of cheese and evap-
orated milk were purchased by the Government for shipment abroad
and more fresh milk was diverted from regular distribution channels
for use in the production of cheese and canned milk. This diversion
of fresh milk to other than retail channels, together with increased
costs of production and distribution resulted in advances in the price
of milk during the year in nearly every city covered by the Bureau’s
survey, with increases ranging from 1 to 4 cents per quart. Cheese
prices 1n 1941 were 16 percent above the 1940 average. Evaporated
milk was 11.4 percent and butter 14 percent higher, although butter
production during the latter part of 1941 was greater than usual,
with the result that the price declined contraseasonally. There
were unusually large stocks of butter on hand on January 1, 1942.

Eggs.—The average retail price of eggs for the year 1941 was 20
percent higher than the average for 1940 notwithstanding increased
egg production during the year. In the first quarter of the year, egg
prices were lower than for the same period of 1940. Beginning in
April, however, they advanced rapidly, ranging from 18 to 34 percent
above average prices for the corresponding months of the previous year.
The -average price of eggs rose from 29 cents per dozen in Myarch
1941 to 52. cents per dozen in November in a greater-than-seasonal
advance, and declined 3 cents per dozen between mid-November and
mid-December, as is usual for that time of the year.

Fresh fruits and vegetables.—For fruits and vegetables, average costs
during 1941 were 7 percent above the 1940 average due in part to
short supplies resulting from bad weather conditions during the grow-
ing season for some crops. There were the customary seasonal
variations during the year. Cabbage sold on the average at prices
27 percent above those of 1940. Prices of green beans, lettuce,
onions, spinach, and bananas ranged from 11 to 15 percent higher,
while carrots, sweetpotatoes, oranges, and apples were from 4 to 7
percent higher. The average price of potatoes was the same for 1941
as for 1940, although potato prices began to advance at the end of
the year because of the short 1941 crop. For canned and dried fruits
and vegetables, prices averaged about 6 percent higher in 1941 than
in 1940 with the advances for canned peaches, corn, green beans,
tomatoes, and navy beans ranging from 7 to 12 percent.

Fats and oils.—Costs of fats and oils in retail stores averaged 14
ercent higher in 1941 than in 1940. The greatest increase was for
ard which went up 9.3 cents per pourd in January 1941 to 15.2 cents

in mid-December. On the average, lard prices in 1941 were 35 percent
higher than the low level which prevailed in 1940. Prices of shorten-
ing in cartons averaged 23 percent higher and shortening in other
containers followed the same general price trend except that increases
were smaller. Prices of oleomargarine advanced 27 percent during
the year.

Table 2 presents indexes of retail costs of foods, by commodity
groups, 1923 to December 1941, and the accompanyin% chart shows
trends, by commodity groups, January 1929 to December 1941.

Table 3 gives average retail prices of 65 foods in 51 cities combined,
by months in 1941,
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6 RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941
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7

TaBLE 2.—Indexes of retail costs of foed in 51 large cities combined,! by commodity
groups, 1928-41, inclusive
[1935-39=100]

Ce- Fruits and vegetables
rea}f Dai Fat;
an: alry, ats
Year, month, and day | A1l | bak- [Meats| prod-| Eggs Bev- | ‘and [Sugar
foods| "or uets Crages oils
o A : Total | Fresh| Canned| Dried
ucts
BY YEARS
1923 e 124.0 (105.5 1101.2 |129.4 |136.1 1169.5 {173.6 | 124.8 {175.4 {131.5 (126,2 | 175.4
. 7. . 3 59.5 (162.7 | 128.2 1159.6 |147.6 1134.1 | 159.1
185.1 [193.5 | 132.3 [159.0 [170.3 [149.1 | 124.6
.71210.8 1226.2 | 122.9 |152.4 [170.4 |145.0 | 120.0
133.2 |183.8 [194.4 1 120.8 [145.9 |163.3 [132.8 | 127.2
137.3 |161.4 1166.5 ; 120.6 )153.9 [165.2 {128,3 | 123.1
143.8 1169.0 |173.5 | 124.3 |171.0 |164.8 [127.2 | 114.3
121.4 |177.5 |186.7 | 118.6 11587 [143.4 |119.2 | 107.4
95.6 1125.7 |128.7 | 103.3 |118.7 1124.6 .0 | 99.1
82,3 (103.5 [105.9 91.1 9.2 (112.6 | 71.1 | 89.6
4.1 184.7]68.9 828} 77.9 [113.8 {118.9 87.9188.4 |102.4 | 66.4 | 94.3
93.7 1 98.3 ] 78.9 90.9 | 88.6 {119.1 {122.3 | 103.9 [101.1 [107.6 | 76.4 | 97.9
100.4 {101.8 | 99.9 | 97.5 |104.2 | 99.7 | 98.8 | 106.2 [100.8 |104.0 [110.3 ; 100.7
101.3 {100.7 | 98.9 {101.6 1103.3 {104.8 1106.2 | 100.9 | 96.6 | 99.4 1102.8 | 99.6
105.3 [103.3 (105.8 [105.4 [101.2 [107.9 {108.6 | 103.2 (116.0 |103.6 |105.8 { 101.2
97.8 1 99.8 | 98.9 ] 99.6 1100.3 | 93.2 | 92.1 07.4193.3197.7193.5] 97.9
2195.2194.5)96.695.9]91.0|94.5] 95.1 92,3 (93.83 1955 87.7(100.6
.1 96.6196.819581101.4 | 93.8 [ 96.5 | 97.3 92.4 1100.6 | 92.5 | 82.2 1 96.8
105.5 | 97.9 1107.5 1112.0 112.2 {103.2 104.2 97.9 [106.7 [101.5 | 94.0 | 106.4
BY PRICE-REPORTING PERIODS FOR 1941
94.9 [101.1 1105.1 1 97.4 | 93.3 | 93.4 01.4199.690.9]80.3| 95.3
95.0 [102.5 (104.4 | 85.0 | 95.6 | 96.3 91.8199.5| 9.5 811} 96.0
95.1 (102.5 [104.6 | 83.0 | 97.1 | 98.1 92.5199.393.5) 8.3 98.1
95.2 1103.5 1106.3 | 92.0 {100.6 [102.5 93.1 1100.0 | 95.0 | 85.1 | 104.6
95.4 [104.2 [107.7 | 94.3 [103.5 |105.8 94.2 (102.7 | 96.1 | 83.0 | 106.9
95.9 [106,8 1109.7 [104.4 [112.1 [116.5 96.2 [105.1 } 98.7 | 92.5 | 107.4
96.2 (108.7 {112.3 |114.7 (107.0 (109.3 97.9 [106.5 [101.4 | 96.6 | 107.8
99.0 {111.2 {114.5 [120.7 [103.4 {103.8 | 100.2 1109.1 {103.8 | 99.2 { 109.0
100.9 1115.5 {118.5 |132.9 {100.5 | 99 102.5 1111.0 [109.2 {103.0 | 111.8
102.2 [112.9 119.9 |137.3 1104.0 {103.5 | 103.7 [112.7 |111.0 [105.6 | 112.5
102. 2 |110.4 {120.9 {146.1 |110.3 [111.2 105.2 |116.2 [112.9 |106.7 | 112.9
102.5 [111.1 1120.5 [138.1 [110.5 [111.0 { 106.3 [118.3 |114.1 [108.5 | 114.4

1 Aggregate costs in each city, weighted o represent total purchases of families of wage earnersand lower-

salaried workers, have been combined with the use of population weights.
years 1923-34 have been computed by converting indexes from the 1923-25 base to the 1935-39 base.

457416 —42——2
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TABLE 3.— Average retail prices of 65 foods in 51 large cities combined, by months in 1941

Aver- 1941
age for
Article the
year | Jan.14 | Feb.18 | Mar. 18| Apr. 15 | May 13 | June 17 | July 15 | Aug. 12| Sept. 16 Oct. 14 | Nov. 18 | Dec. 16
Cereals and bakery products:

Cereals: Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cents | Cenis
Flour, wheat. ... ___._....._ 10 pounds. . 45.2 4.4 41.3 417 43.1 43.9 45.1 46.1 46.6 47.5 48.3 48.5 49.2
Macaroni..__.. _.pound.._ 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 13.8 14.0 14.0 14,0
‘Wheat cereal ! e package. . 23.5 23.5 23.5 23.4 23.4 23.4 23.4 23.5 23.6 23.5 23.6 23.8 23.9
Corn flakes_.. .8-ounce package.. 7.1 7.1 7.2 7.2 7.1 7.1 7.0 7.0 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1

4.3 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.4
8.7 7.9 8.0 8.1 8.3 8.5 8.7 8.8 8.9 9.1 9.1 9.1 9.4
7.2 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.1 7.2 7.4 7.5 7.6

Bakery products:

Bread, white.... ... 8.1 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.9 7.9 8.3 8.5 8.7 8.6 8.8

Bread, whole-wheat 9.0 8.7 8.7 8.8 8.8 8.8 8.7 8.8 9.0 9.2 9.4 9.5 9.5

Bread, rye ... 9.2 9.0 9.0 9.1 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.5 9.5 9.6 9.6 9.6

Vanilla cookies._._ 25.6 25.1 25.6 25.3 25.3 25.5 25.5 25.8 25.6 25.6 25.8 25.7 25.8

Soda crackers. .. .___ 15.0 15.0 15.1 15.0 14.6 14.5 14.8 15.1 15.0 15.1 15.2 15.2 15.3
Meats:

Beel:

Round steak 39.1 38.6 38.4 38.0 38.0 37.6 38.0 38.8 40.3 4.5 40.4 39.3 40.1
Ribroast.._. 3.1 3.6 313 3.2 312 30.4 30.1 30.3 30.9 32.0 3.8 3L1 13.8
Lhuck roast 25.5 25.2 25.1 25.1 24.9 24.1 24.2 24.6 25.4 26.7 26.9 28.5 27.0
P l({'.mtlets. - 47.3 45.2 46.7 46.2 45.3 45.3 45.8 46.6 48.4 50.2 50.1 49.¢ 48.9
ork:
Chops. ... 34.3 29.1 29.5 29.6 30.9 3.9 34.8 37.0 38.4 41.5 38.1 36.0 34.5
Bacon, slic 34.3 30.1 3.9 32.0 32.6 33.4 34.4 35.4 36.0 36.6 36.9 36.3 36.0
Ham, sliced 49.8 45.1 46.4 46.5 46.6 47.8 49. 4 51. 4 52.5 54.1 53.6 52.4 52.4
Ham, whole. 30.4 26.2 27.3 27.6 28.1 29.2 30.5 32.3 33.3 34.2 32.8 32.0 3.9
L St?lt pork. 19.0 16.7 17.9 17.8 18.1 18. 4 19.0 19.7 20.0 20.3 20.4 20.0 20.2
amb:
Leg... .- .do.... 29.7 27.8 2.7 2.7 27.9 29.4 317 30.2 29.7 32.4 312 30.5 30.5

P ull%ib chops. . _do.... 38.0 35.0 35.4 35.3 35.5 31.2 40.6 40.8 40.1 41. 5 39.1 37.8 38.2

oultry:

Fi hR;)asting chickens. ... .. ... ... do_... 32.6 3L1 3.9 32.1 33.2 33.9 33.8 33.5 32.9 32.9 32.4 3.7 32.1

ish:
Salmon, pink....... 16-owice can__ 17.9 15.7 16.0 16.2 16.5 16.8 17.1 17.8 18.7 19.8 19.9 20.0 20.0
. Salmon, red 1....... -.do_... 30. 4 26. 4 26.7 26.9 21.2 27.6 28.1 28.8 30.6 33.7 35.3 36.3 38.9
Dairy products:
Butter. ... pound.. 41.1 38.0 37.4 37.6 39.5 41.2 42.0 43.0 42.2 43.5 43.4 43.3 42.3
heese .. _..... g -do.... 30.0 27.0 27.0 26.7 27.0 27.6 28.7 30.1 3.3 32.7 33.8 34.2 34.5
Milk, fresh (delivere -quart.. 13.6 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.1 13.4 13.8 14.3 14.5 14.7 14.8
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Corn sirup 1.

1041,

»

2 Costs of fresh and/or frozen fish are included in index, but average prices are not computed. 2 Priced first time on Oct. 14,

! Not included in index.
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Outstanding Changes by Regions and Cities

The average cost of food for 1941 was higher than for 1940 in all 51
cities included in this survey. The largest increases were reported
for Norfolk (13.1 percent), Mobile (13.0 percent), and Portland, Oreg.
(12.4 percent); while the smallest increases occurred in Omaha and in
Manchester, N. H. (each 7.0 percent), Newark (7.2 percent), and

Boston (7.3 percent)

RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941

Index numbers of the retail cost of food by cities are presented in
table 4 for the year and for each month of 1941.

TaBLE &.—Indexes of the average retail cost of all foods, by cities, by months in 19411

[1935-39=100}

Aver-| 1941
age
Region and cit for
€glo 24 the |Jan. {Feb. [ Mar.|Apr. IMay|Junc|July | Aug.[Sept.] Oct. [Nov.|Deec,
yggr 418181513171 15 12| 16] 1 18 | 16
1941
United States. oo oo __ 105. 5 97.8] 97.9; 98.4,100.6{102. 1|/105. 9{106. 7(108. 0j110. 7111. 6{113. 1{113. 1
New England:
BoSton. .o 103, 2} 95.21 06.2. 96.1; 98.3] 99. 5:102. 6{104. 7/107. 3{108. 4;108. 5111, 5/110. 1
Bridgeport. 104.9] 96.5] 96.4] 96.8;100.6{102. 31106, 6/107. 6{108. 4|110. 1{1¢9.9/111. 5{111.9
Fall River.___. 104.9) 97.5| 98.4; 93.4!100. 4{102. 2|106. 0|107. 5{107. 1{109. 5!110. 1(111. 7/110. 5
Manchester, N. H_ 104.8| 96.6: 96,7 97.2: 99. 5{101. 31104. 6/107. 1{108. 4/110. 4{110. 9|112. 8{111. 7
New Haven.__.._ 103.9| 95.71 96.1] 96.3| 69.8]101. 4;105. 8/105. 9{107. 2/108. 5{108. 3(110. 5/111. 1
Portiand, Maine. 103. 8{2 95.312 96.0:2 95.9: 08. 6{100. 7/104. 2/106. 3|107. 9]109. 21109. 3|111. 2/110. 7
Providence...._____._.__.... 104.6] 96. 3| 97.3| 97.0! 99.2,101. 1{104. 5{107. 0{108. 9{110. 81110.9{112. 1)110. 2
Middle Atlantic:
Buffalo ... ... ._._____. 108. 5]100. 2{100. 3!100. 8:103. 2;106. 01110. 1{110. 8{111. 8{114. 1/114. 4. 115, 2:115.4
Newark.. 105, 7| 98.81100.2; 99.2:101.9:102. 7{106. 9106, 1;108. 01109. 4{111. 2/111. 9{112.1
New York. 106. 0| 99.5 100.4| 99. 8/101. 61102. 3[106. 7{107. 01107, 8,109, 8/111. 4,113. 1{112. 5
Philadelphia. 102, 4] 95.0! 94.¢: 95.2; 07.0;100. 11103, 3{103. 3{104. 7107. 5{1(9. 0|108. 7/109. 8
Pittsburgh. 106. 2] 98.0; 97,5 03, 5:101. 17103. 6{107. 3{108. 7/109. 0{111. 9/111. 8112, 9{113. 7
Rochestcr - 106.9| 99.9; 99. 8100, 1:103. 11105. 0}108. 6{109. 7{110. 2|111. 1{111. 1]112,1|112.2
Sera . L5 97.7; 97.6:100. 41102, 9{105. 2/106. 8{108. 8/110. 3{109. 8109, 5;111. 8
East North Centtal
Chicago 3 . 2] 07.9] 08.4]100. 5/101. 0{105. 8]107. 5|108. 1114, 0}113. 5/114. 8|113. 2
Cincinnati. 3 . 51 96. 5! 97.6:100. 1{100. 9{104. 8{104. 8!1109. 01110. §{112. 6]114. 3{112. 7
Cleveland._ . __ 107.7] 99.2: 99.3[100. 3:102. 1:103. 4{107. 81108. 7}112. 11114, 1114, 0{116,41115,0
Columbus, Ohio. 102,21 93.4! 93.2: 94.0i 96.9] 98. 61102, 91104, 5/164. 41107, 6(109. 21110, 4]111. 1
Detroit. ... 104, 9| 97.0; 97.2i 98.41101. 3 100. 7|107. 0;107. 2/107. 1{108.9,111. 1{112.¢|111.4
Indianapolis. 106, 3] 98.21 97.9) 98.8{101. 1 103. 5/106. 5{106. 9|108. 5{111. $|112. 6i114. 9{115. 2
Mllwaukee... 104. 0 95.9: 95.4; 96.3: 99.2.101. 1{106. 5{106. 8|107. 1{109. 2{109. 2i111. 3{110. 5
Peoria_.._____ 108. 21 99.0; 99.4:1100. 3103, 5:104, 0{108, 21110. 2{111, 0]115. 2{114. 7{116. 1{116.7
Springﬂeld. | 1| 105. 61 96.2] 96.5; 97. 0;100. 3!100, 8{105. 6{106. 7{107. 4|111. 9;112. 8{115, 7{115. 8
‘West North Central:
Kansas City..... .21 62,4} 03.6; 94.8) 97.4] 97.9|101, 2:101. 2/101. 8]107. 3]107. 1)109. 6/109. 7
Minncapolis. . 6] 99.0)100. 51100, 2;101. 5;103. 11107, 41108. 21110, 0{112. ¢|112. 5]112. 9} 111. 9
Omaha_._ _j103. 7] 97.9| 97.3] 97.4.100.4)101. 9{1¢4. 6{103. 4]105. 7{108. 2{108. 0|109.4{110. 5
7.5 .25 90, 3] 99. 51101, 41102, 4]107. 2(108. £{109. 4{114. 5{114. ¢{117.0[117. 5
4.1 08.6| 98.C 99.6[101. 5{104. 3{103. 9;104. 7[108. 2{109. 3{111. 4/111. 5
N .31 05.81 96.7] 99.7| 69.€|103.4[105.2;107. 0]110.0}112. 2,111, 1{111. 1
. LG} 98,31 09, 11101, 5{102. 7j108. 71106. 61109. 6/113. 1]113. 6{114. 3]116. 1
Charleston, S. L .97 95.9| 96.1] 98.2/100. 01103, 5[107. 61107, 9|111. ¢1112. 6{113. 1{115. 1
Jacksonville___. 108.6{ 98.8] 99.2{ 99.01101. 7(103. 11107, 6{111.41113. 6]114. 6{117. 5[119. 2|117. 3
Norfolk. ... 107.4} 85.8] 99. 5{100. €102. 1]102. 1{107. 0[108. 4(110. 81113, 1{115. 2{116. 7[117. 6
Richmond. 103. 4| 93.7] 94.7) 94. 91 97.0! 97 8[102.9)105. 1|/107. §{109. 9(112. 3|111. 8112.6
Savannah.___ 109. 8100. 5{100. 0{100. 71103, 01104, 7108, 9{113. 5{114. 8[116. 4{118, 3{118.6{118. 1
Washington, D. C.......... 105. 4} 97.7] 98.8! 99. 3;100. 7/102. 8|104. 8|105. 7|107. 4{110. 5111, 9[111,4]113.4
East South Central:
Birmingham._____.._._.__._. 103.3(296.0 95.6! 95.3) 97.0| 97. 7{103. 0}105. 2|106. 8!109. 0|109. 7{112. 6{112.0
Louisville._ 3 .51 05.8] 06.2] 90,71101,4/107. 2/107. 91107. 81110. ©{111. 6{114. 1|113. 7
04, 8 05.7] 08.2] 99.8{103. 3|1105. 7|106. 4{110. 6|111. 3{112, 3113.1
Mobile 98.2: 99. 8(102. 9{104. 2]106. 6{110. 4[112. 3|116, 0/118. ${120. 2{120.7
West South Central:
Dallas._.__ 101.0f 92.6] 92.1; 93.5] 95.7{ 96.4| 97.7/100.9]103. 8[106. 3{110. 0[111, 7|111.0
Hpuston_ 108, §1102, 6:102. 11102, }:104. 2]105. 0|1086. 4}108. 71109. 5/113. 1]116. 6{118, 6{117.9
Little Rock 104, 3| 95.6/ 95.6| 95.6) 98.4]100.1[101, 91104, 9|108, 21109. 9111, 3|114. 4{115.5
New Orlean 110. 7/101. 9:102. 0;102. 9:165. 9]105. 2{108. 6/112. §}114. 7{117. 4|118, 8118, 7;119. 9
Mountain:
Butte.. 105.0! 98.7| 98. 4] 98.3:101. 81103, 8/106. 1{106. 8{107. 4{108. 8{109. 6{110. 9|110. 4
Denver.. _ 163,20 94.8' 04.4! 95.1; 98.6| 99. 5/103. 0{104. 2(106. 6{107. 3/1090. 9{113. 2|111. 9
P %a!t Lake 106.1; 97.5 5 97.8! 8. 4 101. 01103. 51107, 2{106. 7}106. 9/109. 1{113. 9{115, 7{115. 4
acific: i
Los Angeles_. 107. 7:101. 8 99. 0I 100. 8 102, 7:2105.2|107. 7/107. 2{109. 3{111, 9|112. 4/115. 4/118.6
Portland, Qre 111. 5 101. 7.101. 6 102. 8 105. 5(106. 8{110. 2i111. 5;114. 3{119. 9]120. 3|121. 7|121. 3
San Francisco 107. 0 99.6 99.6 100. 6 103. 5,104. 9(107. 1{107. 2{108. 3!111, 01112, 6}114. 4{115. 4
Seattle_.__.____ _1110.2'101. 0 101. 1 102. 4 104, 7:108, 01109, 71109. 31112, 2'117. 0'118. 1(118.9[120.6

1 Aggregate costs of 54 foods in each city, weighted to represent total purchases of families of wage earners
and lower-salaried workers have been combined for the United States with the use of population weights.

1 Revised.
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RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941
the United States, 1941—Continued

TaBLE 5.—Annual average retail prices of principal articles of food, by citi

12

Article

ceee----pound._
PRI+ [ T

Bread, whole-wheat _

Bread, white_______________..___.do.._.
Bread, rye_ ...

Flour, wheat._____.._..______
Macaroni... ..
‘Wheat cereal t_
Corn flakes.__..
Corn meal.
Rice! ...
Rolled oats 1.
Bakery products:
Vanilla cookies. -

Cereals:

Ceresls and bakery products:

Meats:

et e
i i
<8 8¢
' m"
: &
: -
i £
m"m" ag
RS ! gd
giud £
=~ o

S0 3% CXC)
olfm o B w0
RROO o

L —_ =1

3 3 ]

A > &

Milk evaporated.. . ...._..___14%-ounce can. .
Eggs. e ececeicccaciaaoo....doOzZen__| 45,

Milk, fresh (delivered and store) 1_...__.do....
Fruits and vegetables:

Milk, fresh (delivered)
Milk, fresh (store}......_._.___

Dairy produets:
Butter__.
Cheese._.......

Mm 25
N uc
[=} C D
A gs
vy =
L =3
' 1o
' K3
! ;
; :
! :
' !
! '
: :
: :
' :
— '
" ERE
' g
H & '
] D $
; L
2 <]
& 5388
A .
4 g .
£ g
= 2

D

22

Fats and oils:

112 12.4) 141
Malaqu

12.7{ 12.9] 13.0| 13.4| 11.6] 12.7

2, 13.6,

12.3| 12.7] 12.1
Molasses1_.__.________........18-ouncecan.. 14.4i 13.1} 16. 5 14.0| 14.2;

| 54.9| 58.3| 57.8] 56.7] 58.3! 59. 5| 59.8| 61,0,

13.7
14.5 12,2, 13.4| 15,

pound..

Peanut butter....___.__._________.____do.._.

Sugar and sweets:

_..pint__

pound..

24-ounce can..

1

In other containers. .

Salad dressing. ...

Oleomargarine

Incartons..........._
Sugar ... ...ceeeoecee...___.}0pounds._| 55.4

Shortening, other than lard:

Corn siru;
See footnotes at end of table.

Lard. .ol
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the United States, 1941—Continued

Article

TaABLE §.—Annual average retail prices of principal articles of food,

Cereals and baker

y products:

0y O O "
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SaHHsTT
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Sigg !
VIEE
pieg i
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' o
“ o
IR I
I
- T " o
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Semfl !
53 -8
..umwnn 2
58385583
mFMWCORR
D
)

, whole-wheat _

Bread, rye__.___...._.
Vanilla cookies._.__.___

Bread, white.._.______________.___.do__._

Bakery products:
Bread

Meats:

-ounce can.__

) PPN 5 L) 3 4 A

store) . __.________.___..._.do____
delivered and store) f__...do._..

¢

evaporated....___._____14%
Bges. e i cciienoaen-o--dOZED._

Milk, fresh (delivered,
Fruits and vegetables:

Milk, fresh
Milk; fresh

Butter. ... .. ... .........._..pound__| 3
Milk,

Cheese..._.._ ... _ccucoeconeeeoadoo_

T T T
R
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Dairy products:
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Fats and oils:

16.
21

2.

5.
12.4
e

-.-pint._| 2:

_pound.__| 1
..-do__..} 18,

Goo__.

24-ounce can..
N 1R.aM7rnn pan

In other containers. .

Salad dressing._..__....

Incartons. . ......oo . occcecoe.doo_..
Oleomar:

Corn sirup !

Molasses !..

Lard. . . ... ... _..........pound__| 11.6| 12.7| 13.1] 12.3| 13.5| 12.0| 12.4| 12.6 12.0] 12.1
See footnotes at end of table,

Shortening, other than lard:
Sugar. .. ..oooicaceccnoo-.-_10 pounds._| 58.9

Sugar and sweets:
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/



ed

1nu

wosg 7SO~ Srhowo Snoneowen®Onoy BANS2T2SSTIIvARB eI mman O mrade wos
-wogsujpy | SIERFSSS ddeds GIRHKAIRIFIRS FryoeeSdiS-REtagYErgys o SddN] g5d
Qg || ghonRane Sahes Gaedesenaesnen SR A SRR el ks bl D!
Sugsey | OFHASTES Sdoded FRdddSgSARds Hga¥rgsgrengadarergde o Jdgdy ddd
frorooms aaann SYnecevsoNNoes SereERsIRASOToenInaa N L saone coe

geumeAss | Sgngecins Sgdls LARYREERISTEES vogderdvpgeRghnesrgys o dgkkd $44

g GOCeRRTE CRoRr W NG RE o RS TR RERRe o e o caeon onT
g | puowwn | Sgegreee Joisdd gaNdgSdgSgEansg YRRDCCgegr T ngSggogns o ASH0E gid
< GEEmEEE T Sengs Suem TR nnasas Y SRS TReeeREESTeInenoRe % SEoXN BrN
< | MOON | Fgugress Sodny gdieddisngsdds sghvegvgsFigedarddgds o AJd8sS 5
g oA SiTeseae GLEns cexesk-neRYRTN N e N aRagEReE e TR ¢ o aa edg
& | -uosypep | CEEFTESC ogg8d ZRINSAEErdgL=g “aggedaFdardgodarasgde o dgngs gAd
0 g GREEIRTH RRILS Fe-soe-Swonon SNES YRS R e reRoes K eonon v
wojepwyp | SHEREEr S9SRS JEddgdISSdR«g SRgEirdogevagsadSerghs o Jged gud

o
CNHEH=OTO XML OMMNHIONOMDBL O

sJowrtyreg NSdeHlN SO FY SIS El SN LTS
1 =R

.8
SRS N FRNFDAF DN W = - QAN B
G ORFTHAF T AFO W RROR—ATRARRH S RIS RIMNA SRR DOMRMRS  m SbaNIs ©Ho
.................................. i MRS S o wessd
BINBNIYV a05 BRSO CoOSR® BAIRIAISTINISSIESR 5ﬂnﬂw3685384129m38 CQET G HgoRLT FER

ALY = e NN A -
-

8.

RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941
the United States, 1941—Cont

14
TABLE 5.—Annual average retail prices of principal articles of food, by cities and for

¢ 1 BIYII AL ‘TBI) e o i N e e e ot me et B NS PSS E RS RS s
chOSGuchuwva am‘owmﬂm6587 ORI B SFRZIZ B * o o Ut =t N~ C2RRRE A8
N ) v v T R R R A e A
Bs & S i a ! B B = I I i s
FEEEER oo s occosooOo €a = EXCE O RETE S8 0f el aaiB 8 oo88s TEE
adeas 20000 © Seo XSEcff8c8508cEoc0Boc8E cc=8¢c £E8E
23%%% TeeIT T &% 3 83 8952858 aTNTESSEy § UNET 3eg
2ogg= R g% ER RS IRES IR g 11188 8 1S A58
S igg | ! P I : Piimiismm il i iRg o i 288
' ! b &% ! : : 2zt b 1t R
Va8 . ] ' - ' il . T ] ' ] S =
-1 : Lo IS : . [ A
_ : Pt :
gk : P R " Pl P
PO : v B0 ' - P m
' P - : z :
2 g AR 21y g : P Poas bbb
=3 = H . ' 12 e v . ' B ¢ 4 ' H H
& ' = ' A ' =T L - N~ 1 ! Teg o H '8 g ' H H
e g "w“"_::d{"."cﬂd"m.m ! { gy Lo - - S A A
= B oot E g Mg L Bee P BT 18 g il ig ISgE g Ry B Ag b
8oim ity Ee § 8 188T 1 1BgRR | ixEET P V1843 - IS I A
g9 b Sued igE § IR 28 [ BaRR 1 iEEET 8 2l 88D 318 1 R R
» D owm_ wmBEC S A - e ge | iTlowR 8BNS 1R i S L0 eh e H
E S-58% H55588Y c8Cae4snns BBE8S | BESE 5250388 SCERisELEYTs Iy (SESEELy i
< = 2] =1 L e o H =3 - R=E-R-L =1 k D D! ' Q S35~ bl
2 REsSRoEiocal BESStdEoveSEod llseal HRERSSCESSSISTASSEESTel IgSEys B
E b 5] e T

oz BE2EEe2 0888 s SESA0AREE N pBus | IEEEE (2<RCROCSOLaRY fZcecy (HESZE2E By
== RS L fm S PSRN -3 3 e ee S ! RE
mmﬂMWCCRRmBBBVS .w 5 .m 25 m.Mmkak 88 g B W dmmm.m._wmm,mwmm
o b .. ] =] ===} 13 ‘o —_< SO

53 G q O 8.8 ton =] 13 = E=T . 592
g0 M 28 BA ) WBCMMMMmmF © A% MLS SOPmSCM

1 K 11 4 ] -]
3 = Q =15 8 & a

Bee footnotes at end of table.

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/



15

FOOD

TARLE §.— Annual average retail prices of principal articles of food, by cities and for
the United States, 1941—Continued
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2 Costs of fresh and/or frozen fish included in the index, but average prices are not computed.
3 Sales tax included.

1 Not included in index.
+ Not available.

* Price per pound.
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COAL

Prices in December 1941

Retail prices of coal showed relatively little change between Sep-
tember 15 and December 15, 1941, with an advance of only 1.7 percent
for bituminous coal and slight declines for stove, pea, and buekwheat
sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite. This relative stability of coal prices
is in contrast with an advance of about 5 percent for bituminous coal
and increases ranging from 2 percent to 9.6 percent for Pennsylvania
anthracite during the preceding 3 months, from June 15 to September
15. Average prices of Arkansas anthracite in December showed an
increase of 0.6 percent over September, as compared with an advance
of 3.9 percent during the preceding 3 months. Colorado anthracite
showed no price change throughout the year, while New Mexico
anthracite, which had remained unchanged for more than 2 years,
advanced 3.6 percent in November 1941. )

Average prices of coal, together with indexes for bituminous coal
and for stove and chestnut sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite, compared
with the 3-year period October 1922 to October 1925 as 100, are

-presented in table 6 for September and December 1941 and December
1940. The accompanying charts show trends of retail prices of bitu-
minous coal and of stove and chestnut sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite
for 1929 through December 1941. (See charts pp. 33 and 34.)

TABLE 8.—Average retail prices of coal in large cities combined, December and
September 1941 and December 1940

P Percentage
Average retail price per (533;%3‘15%’3'&30'3}» change Dec. l?f
ton of 2,000 pounds ber 1025=100) 1941.woi051n£§te
Kind of coal
1941 1940 1941 1940 1941 1940
Dec. | Sept. | Dec. | Dec. | Sept. | Dec. | Sept. | Dee.
151 15 15 151 15 15 15 15
Bituminous coal (35 cities), old
series . o ooee el $9.50 | $9.34 | 1$8.86 9.5 94.9 90.2 1 +1.7 +7.0
Pennsylvania anthracite (25 cities),
new series: ¢
Stove.... 12.36 1 11.59 87.7 87.8 82.4 ~.1 +46.4
Chestnut. 12.41 | 11.59 88.5 88.3 82.5 +.2 +7.3
Pea. - 10. 53 |17 2 RN IS U -5 +8.6
Buckwheat __ . ___.__....._ ... 3 8.57 | 4831 fuceeiifemeacai e -6 +2.8
‘Western anthracite:
Arkansas (6 cities) ... _......._... 3 13.39 | 12.86 +.6 +4.7
Colorado (1 ¢ity) - -oceocano ... 3 15.81 | 15.81 0 (1}
New Mexico (1 city) 24.7 23.86 | 23.86 +3.6 +3.6

1 Preliminary.
? Unweighted average. Weighted composite prices are in preparation.
3 Weighted on the basis of the distribution by rail or rail and tidewater to each ity during the 12-month
pe{il%g l&lg Aug. 1, 1935, to July 31, 1936,
vised.
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18 RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941

Review of Coal Prices During the Year 1941
Bituminous

Prices of one or more kinds of bituminous coal in retail yards are
reported to the Bureau of Labor Statistics for 47 cities. Prices of low-
volatile coal and of eastern high-volatile coal represent reports from
28 cities and 26 cities, respectively, in the Atlantic and Central areas.
Seventeen of these cities report on both kinds. Western high volatile
is represented by prices from 20 cities in the Central and Pacific areas.
Nilie of these cities do not report on prices of other kinds of bituminous
coal.

Prices of bituminous coal showed little change during the first 5
months of 1941, with smaller than usual seasonal reductions in April
and May for a few cities. A general price advance began to appear in
some reports for May and extended to most of the reporting cities by
August, being reflected in the sharp increase which occurred between
June 15 and September 15.

Price advances from December 15, 1940, to December 15, 1941, were
greater for low-volatile coal and eastern or Appalachian high-volatile
coal than for the high-volatile coal from the areas west of the Appa-
lachian region. Increases amounting to 40 cents per ton or more for
most kinds and sizes were reported in 31 cities using either low-volatile
coal, eastern high-volatile coal, or both kinds. Average prices were
higher by $1 or more for all sizes reported to the Bureau for Boston,
Fall River, Detroit, Atlanta, Omaha, Norfolk, Birmingham, and
New Orleans.

In cities using western high-volatile coal more than three-fourths of
the prices showed increases of 20 cents to 70 cents per ton between
December 1940 and December 1941. Advances of $1 to $1.25 in
Houston and San Francisco, and an increase of about $1.50 per ton for
stoker coal in Seattle, were reported. In Butte, there were practically
no price changes during the year.

Average prices of bituminous coal by sizes and kinds are shown in
table 7 by cities, for the months of 1941 and for December 1940.
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TaBLE T.—Average retail prices of bituminous coal per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941
[New series)
LOW VOLATILE

1940 1041
Region, city, and size of coal
Dec.15 | Jan, 15 | Feb.15 | Mar.15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June 15 | July 15 | Aug. 15 | Sept. 15 | Oct. 15 | Nov. 15 | Dec. 151!
New England:
oston:
R nSlt{;ker ............................ $8.14 $8.14 $8.14 $8.14 $8.14 $8.54 $8.57 $8.89 $9.16 $9.16 $9.16 $9.16 $9. 16
) ver:
Lump. . 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 12.00 12.19 12.75 12.75 12,75 12.75
Egg..... 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11.50 11. 50 11.50 12.00 12.15 12.75 12.75 12.75 12.75
Nut._._. 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11. 80 11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 12.00 12.15 12.75 12.75 12.75 12.75
Stoker_._____ 7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65 8.15 8.90 8.90 8.90 8.90 8.90
Run of mine 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.00 9.50 10.00 10.25 10.25 10.25 10.25
Manchester:
Stoker.... e eememceeammcceome—ane 10. 00 16.00 10. 00 10. 00 10. 00 10.00 10, 25 10.25 10. 25 10.25 10. 25 10.25 10.25
Run of mine_.__._____..__..._... 9.98 9.98 9.98 9.98 9.98 9.98 10.27 10.29 10.29 10.29 10.29 10.29 10.29
Portland, Maine:
Stoker__..__... 7.69 7.69 7.60 7.69 7.69 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.31 8.31 8.52 8.71 8.65
8.25 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.25 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.85 8.95 9.05 9.05
8.54 8.61 8.61 8.61 8.61 8.61 8.94 9.04 9.38 9.38 9.38 9.38 9.38
7.69 7.69 7.69 7.68 7.69 7.69 7.75 7.94 7.94 7.94 7.94 7.94 7.94
7.88 7.88 7.88 7.88 7.88 7.94 8.06 8.06 8.06 8.06 8.06 8.06 8.06
6. 21 6.21 6.21 6.21 6. 21 6.28 6. 6.32 6.32 6.40 6.40 6.40 6.40
1§ 9.40 9.40 9.40 9.40 9.40 9.40 9.52 9.59 9.59 9. 59 9.59 9.59 9.59
New York:?
Stoker. ..o 8.08 8.08 8. 16 8.16 8.16 8.16 8.32 8.40 8.64 8.64 8.64 8.56 856
Runof mine_....___...__.._...__ 7.88 7.8 7.88 7.88 7.88 7.88 811 821 8.21 8.30 8.30 8.22 8.22
Philadelphia:
Run of L R, 7.17 7.17 7.25 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42 7.42
Pittsburgh:
L 7.75 7.75 7.75 7.75 7.75 7.7 7.75 7.75 7.75 7.83 7.83 7.83 7.83
11.33 11.33 11.33 11.33 11.33 11.32 11.35 11. 69 11.83 11.83 11.99 12.02 12.02
11.43 11.42 11.42 11. 42 11. 42 11.42 11. 44 11.79 11.93 11.93 12.06 12.10 12.10
11.10 11. 10 11. 10 11. 10 1110 1L 10 11. 14 11.51 11.67 11. 67 11.81 11.85 11.85
9. 9. 56 9. 56 9. 56 9. 9. 56 59 9. 10. 12 10. 12 10.21 10. 21 10.21
8.47 8.47 8.47 8.47 8.47 8.68 8.75 8.97 9.17 9.17 9.20 9.20 9.21
9,07 9.07 9.07 9.07 9.07 9.06 9.09 9.33 9.61 9.62 9.70 9.72 9.72

See footnotes at end of table.
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f bituminous coal per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941—Continued
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West North Centra):

Kansas City:
South Atlantic:
Chageston, 8.C.
R
Norfolk.

See footnotes at end of table.
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10.12 10.12 10.12 10.79
9.66 9.66 10.15 10.56
8.93 7) 9.74
6.85 6.91 ) V]

13.23 2.98 13.02 13.30
13.48 13.23 13.28 13.68
13.08 2.78 12.7 13.10
12.06 11.99 12.02 12.32
9.48 9.82 9.95 10.20
11.28 11.28 11.30 11. 50
11.33 11.33 11.58 12.08
11.38 11.38 11.59 12.03
8.96 8.88 9.25 9.52
9.10 9.06 9.40 9.60
8.86 88| 921 9.47
8.61 8.68 8.94 9.18
13.18 12.96 13.01 13.29
13.45 13.20 13.25 13.68
13.02 12.74 12.75 13.08
12.08 12.00 12.05 12.38
9.53 9.90 9.99 10. 24
11.29 11.30 1131 11.54
8.5¢ 8.70 8.89 9.00
9.08 9.07 9.34 9.36
9.75 9.83 10.08 10.33
7.50 7.75 7.95 8.05
7.50 7.50 7.81 7.78
10.25 10.25 10.25 11.00
8.50 8.50 8.50 9.25
9.50 9.50 9.50 10.00
9.50 9.50 9.50 10.00
9.50 9. 50 9.50 10.00
8.00 8.00 8.00 8.50
8.00 8.00 8.00 8.50
9.00 9.00 9.50 9.50
8.75 8.76 9.25 9.25
8.35 8.35 8.75 8.75
7.69 7.69 7.92 7.92
7.75 7.78 7.75 7.75
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TABLE 7.— Average retasl prices of bituminous coal per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cilies, for specified months in 1940 and 1941—Continued
LOW VOLATILE~Continued

1940 1941
Region, city, and size of coal
Dec. 15 | Jan. 15 | Feb.15 | Mar. 15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June 15 | July 15 | Aug. 15 | Sept. 15 [ Oct. 15 | Nov. 15 | Dec. 15
South Atlantic—Continued.
Washington, D. C.: ¢ .
$11.11 $11.11 $11.11 $11.11 $11.11 $11.11 $10. 95 $11.27 $11. 59 $11.62 $11.62 $11.62 $511.62
10. 86 10. 86 10.86 10. 86 10.86 10.86 10. 70 11.00 11. 30 11.32 11.38 11.38 11.38
9.92 9.92 9.92 9.92 9.92 9.92 9.78 10.08 10.38 10. 42 10. 47 10.47 10.47
7.48 7.48 7.48 7.48 7.48 7.62 7.72 7.86 7.90 7.90 7.90 7.90 7.90
8.46 8.46 8.46 8.46 8.46 8.53 8.46 8.65 8.71 8.7 8.71 8.71 8.71
Fast South Central:
Louisville:
Taunp e e e 8.33 8.33 8.33 8.33 8.25 8.25 8.33 8.50 8.67 8.75 8.75 8.75 8.75
Stoker e e e 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.31 6.41 6. 57 6.7¢ 6.90 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00
HIGH VOLATILE, EASTERN (APPALACHIAN DISTRICT)
Middle Atlantic:
$6.32 $6. 32 $6. 32 $6.32 $6.32 $6.37 $6. 46 $6.46 $6.46 $6.49 $6.49 $6. 49 $6.49
6.36 6.36 6.36 6.36 6.36 6.39 6. 51 6. 51 6.51 6.52 6.52 6. 52 6. 52
6.01 6.01 6.01 6.01 6.01 6.06 6.20 6.20 6.20 6.24 6.24 6.24 6.24
5.92 5.92 5.92 5.92 5.92 5.96 6.03 6.08 6.06 6.08 6.08 6.08 6.08
4.96 5.15 5.15 5.19 5.19 5.19 5.21 5.48 5.62 5.77 5.77 5.76 5.75
4.59 4.79 4.79 4.82 4.82 4.82 4.89 5.08 5.08 5.36 5 36 5.36 5.38
4.32 4.45 4.45 4.53 4.53 4.53 4.53 4.67 4,67 4.92 4.92 4,92 4.92
4.56 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4,75 5.06 5.09 5.35 5.35 5.34 5.35
ut 6.17 6.17 6.17 6.17 6.17 6.35 6.45 6.38 6.38 6.38 6.38 6.38 6.38
East North Central:
Chicago: 3
Lump. 10.10 10. 10 10.10 10.10 10. 10 10.06 10.06 10.33 10. 50 10. 54 10.60 10. 63 10.63
Egg. .. 9.70 9.70 9.70 9.70 9.70 9.65 9.65 9.93 10.08 10.12 10.20 10.22 10. 22
Nut 9.13 9.13 9.13 9.13 9.13 9.09 9.0) 9.40 9.62 9. 66 9.74 9.78 9.78
Stoker 8.41 8.41 8.41 8.41 8.41 8.0 8.64 9.04 9.16 9.17 9.24 9.24 9.24
Cincinnat1:$
Lump 6.84 6.82 6.82 6.82 6.82 6.62 6.62 7.13 7.35 7.39 7.39 7.39 7.39
Egg 6.49 6.52 6. 52 6.52 6.52 6.28 6.30 6.81 7.05 7.07 7.07 7.07 7.07
Stoker ... oo icmaeen 6.44 6.47 6.47 6.47 6.47 6.47 6.50 7.08 7.25 7.28 7.28 7.35 7.35
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Cleveland:®

South Atlantic:
Atlaﬁlta:

See footnotes at end of table.
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11.61
11.39
11.04
10.06
11,57

10.09

11.61
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11.04
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TABLE 7.— Average retail prices of bituminous coal per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941—Continued

HIGH VOLATILE, EASTERN (APPALACHIAN DISTRICT)—Continued

RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941
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Region, city, and size of coal

South Atlantic—Continued.
Charleston, 8. C.:
Lump.
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Stoker
Richmond:

Lump..
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Stove. .
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Birmingham: ¢

Louisville:

Memphis:

N
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West South Central:
New Orleans: ¢

9.63
9.59
9.69

HIGH VOLATILE,

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE 7.— Average retail prices of bituminous coal per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941~—Continued
HIGH VOLATILE, WESTERN —Continued

1940 1941
Region, city, and size of coal
Dec. 15 | Jan. 15 ( Feb. 15 ‘ Mar. 15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June 15 | July 15 | Aug.15 | Sept. 15 | Oct. 15 Nov. 15 | Dec. 15
West North Central—Continued.
8t. Louis:
Lump®_ .. $6. 68 $5. 70 $5.70 $6. 63 $6. 63 $6. 53 $6.40 $6. 57 $7.04 $7.09 $7.09 $7.09 $7.09
Egg . __ 6. 68 6.70 6.70 6.63 6. 63 6.53 6. 40 6. 58 7.04 7.09 7.09 7.09 7.09
Stove 10__ . 6.56 6. 56 6. 56 6.42 6.42 6.32 6.26 6.44 6. 88 6.93 6.93 6.93 6.93
st ]§t011€0r ............................ 5.93 5.9 5.94 5.90 £.90 5.87 5.80 6.00 6.37 6.41 8.41 6.40 6.39
. Paul:
Lump. .- 10. 00 10. 60 10. 00 10.00 10.00 10. 00 9.96 9.95 10. 20 10.40 10.40 10.40 10. 40
Eeg 10. 00 10. 00 10.00 10. 00 10.00 10.00 9.94 9.95 10. 20 10. 40 10.40 10. 40 10. 40
Stove . 9.70 9.7 9.7 9.70 9.70 9.70 9.78 9.85 10. 00 10. 10 10.10 10.10 10.10
Nut. .. 9.36 9.38 9. 38 9. 36 9.36 9.36 9.34 9. 50 9.65 9.75 9.75 9.75 9.75
7.73 7.73 7.73 7.73 7.73 7.73 8.08 8.32 8.37 8.37 8.37 8.37 8.37
& 57 5. 57 5.57 5.57 5.57 5. 57 5.68 5.82 6. 04 6.04 6.0% 6.0% 6.0t
5.12 5.12 5.12 5.12 5.12 5.16 5.36 5.52 5.74 574 5.74 5.74 5.74
4.95 4,98 4.95 4.95 4.95 4,95 5.18 5.41 5. 60 5.60 5.58 5.58 5.58
5.32 5.32 5.32 5.32 5.32 5.34 5.44 5.75 6.07 6.07 8.07 6.07 6.07
6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.81 6.88 7.25 7.25 7.25 7.25
6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.75 6.83 6.92 7.25 7.25 7.25 7.25
6. 50 6. 50 6. 50 6. 50 6. 50 6. 50 6. 50 8. 56 6.62 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00
Stoker 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.256 6.25 6.25 6.29| - 6.38 6.79 6.79 6.79 6.79
West €outh Central:
10.£0 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10.50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 67 10. 67 10. 67 11.00 11,00
9.£0 9. 50 9.5 9. 50 9.50 9. 50 9.50 9.50 9.67 9.67 9.67 10. 00 10. 00
11.75 12. 12.00 12.00 11.75 11.75 11.75 11.75 12.00 12.25 12.50 13.00 13.00
9.25 9. & 9.50 9.50° 9.50 9. 50 9.00 9.25 9.75 10.00 10.00 10.25 10.25
1.7 11.64 11.68 11.68 11.68 11.68 11.68 11.61 11.61 11.61 11,68 11.68 11.68
10. 94 10.88 10. 94 10.9¢ 10.94 10.94 10. 94 10.88 10.88 10.9¢ 11.00 11.00 11.00
11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00 11. 00 11.00 11.00 11.00 11 00 11.00
9.75 9. 67 9.67 9.67 9.67 9.67 9.67 9.67 9.67 9.75 9.75 v.75 9.75
7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.08 7.08 7.08
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8.24 8.2¢ 8.2¢4 8.24
8.23 8.23 8.23 8.23
8.01 8.01 8.01 8.01
7.43 7.43 7.43 7.43
6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35
5.19 5.19 5.19 5.19
7.85 7.85 7.85 7.85
7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65
7.09 7.09 7.09 7.09
-6.38 6.33 6.38 6.38
5.21 5.22 5.22 5.22

Pacific:
Los Angeles: 8

1 Preliminary.

3 Prices include sales tax of 2 percent for December 1940 through Qctober 1941 and of 1
percent for November and December 1941,

3 Prices include sales tax of 3 percent for December 1940 through June 1941 and of 2 per-
cent for July through December 1941,

4 Small size nut, ’

6 Prices include 3-percent sales tax.

6 Prices include 2-percent sales tax.
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8.24 8.2¢4 8.2¢ 8.27 8.27 8.27 8.42 8.4 8.45
8.23 8.23 8.23 8.26 8.27 8.27 8. 44 8,45 8.46
8.01 8.01 8.01 8.01 8.01 (O] (U] ® )

7.43 7.43 7.43 7.4 7.4 7.44 7.71 7.71 7.71
6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.35 6.42 6.42 6.42
5.19 5.19 5.19 5.19 5.19 5.19 5.39 5.39 5.39
7.85 7.85 7.85 7.85 8.05 8.10 8.10 8.10 8.10
7.65 7.65 7.65 7.65 7.87 7.90 7.90 7.90 7.90
7.09 7.09 7.09 7.09 7.31 7.34 7.34 7.34 7.3¢
6.38 6.38 6.38 6.38 6.59 6.63 6.63 6.63 6.63
5.22 5.22 5.22 5.22 5.72 5.78 5.78 5.78 5.78
16.74 18.61 16.61 16.61 16.61 16.87 17.00 17.12 17.12
15.61 16.22 16.22 16.22 16.22 16.48 16. 74 17.00 17.00
15.71 15.71 15.71 15.71 15.71 15.96 15.96 15.98 15. 93
13.49 13.49 13.49 13.49 13.49 13.52 14.18 14.18 14.18
13.49 13.49 13.49 13.49 13. 49 13.49 14.19 14.19 14.19
12.39 12.39 12.39 12.39 12.39 12.42 13.09 13.09 13.09
10. 54 10.54 10.5¢ 10. 54 10. 54 10.58 10.94 10.94 10. ¢4
17.51 17.51 17.51 17.51 17. 51 17.51 17.51 18.5¢4 18,54
15.09 15.09 15.09 15.09 15.09 15. 09 15.09 16.11 16. 11
16.48 16.48 18.48 16.48 16.48 16.48 16.48 17.51 17.62
11.33 1133 11.33 11.33 11.33 11.33 11.33 12.36 12.36
11.62 11.76 11.79 12.02 12.04 12.40 12.53 12.53 12.59
11.13 11.33 11.36 11.47 1}. 47 11.85 11.94 11,94 12.03
10.12 10.31 10.37 10. 41 10.38 10.91 10.91 10.91 10. 95
7.77 7.98 8.06 8.19 8.22 8.68 8.72 8.83 9.14

7 Insufficient data.

9] Prices for December 1940 through April 1941 revised fo include single-screened coal
only.

¢ Prices on ton of 2,240 pounds.

10 Available for domestic consumption outside the corporate limits of St. Louis.

1 Prices include sales tax of 2 percent for December 1940 through April 1941 and of 3
percent for May through Dec. 1941.
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28 RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND COAL, 1941

Anthracite

Prices of one or more kinds of anthracite are reported to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics from 31 cities—Pennsylvania anthracite from 25
cities, and Western anthracite from 8 cities.

Average prices of Pennsylvania anthracite showed relatively little
change during the first part of 1941 due to the omission in many
cities of the usual seasonal reductions. Increases beginning in July
for most of the reporting cities brought December prices for stove,
chestnut, and pea sizes 50 cents to $1.78 per ton above those of
December 1940, with advances of $1 or more in Manchester, Detroit,
Fall River, Philadelphia, Portland (Maine), Norfolk, and Richmond.
Where increases in buckwheat prices occurred, they were generally
smaller except in Boston, Fall River, Manchester, Norfolk, and
Richmond, where advances of $1 or more were reported.

Prices of Arkansas anthracite advanced between June and December
in all six of the cities reporting on that coal. The increases for the
year were approximately 45 cents in three of these cities and $1 in
the remaining three. Colorado anthracite in Denver remained
unchanged, and New Mexico anthracite in San Francisco advanced
about 85 cents in November, the first increase in more than 2 years.

Average retail prices by months in 1941 and in December 1940, are
shown in table 8 for various sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite in 25
cities and Western anthracite in 8 cities.

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
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TABLE 8.—Average retail prices of anthracite per ton of 2,000 pounds, by ciites, for specified months in 1940 and 1941
PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE

1940 1941
Region, city, and size of coal -
Dec.15 | Jan.15 | Feb.15 | Mar. 15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June15 | July 15 | Aug. 15 | Sept. 15 | Oct. 15 | Nov. 15 | Dec. 151
New England:
Boston:
$13.75 $13.75 $13.75 | $13.75 $13.75 $13.75 $13. 50 $13.95 $13.98 $14. 50 $14. 50 $14. 50 $14, 50
13.76 13.75 13.75 13.75, 13.75 13.75 13. 50 13.95 13.95 14. 50 14. 50 14. 50 14. 50
11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.85 11.62 12.05 12.05 12.60 12. 60 12.60 12.60
10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 11.00 11.00 11.00 11.00
12.50 12. 50 12. 50 12. 50 12. 50 12.32 12.29 12.61 13.00 13.07 13.07 13.07 13.25
12. 50 12. 50 12.50 12.50 12.50 12.32 12.29 12.61 13.00 13.07 13.07 13.07 13.25
11. 50 11. 50 11. 50 11.50 11.50 11.42 11.42 11.50 11.92 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00
9. 50 9.50 9.50 9.50 9.50 9.50 9,58 9.71 9.96 9.96 10. 00 10. 00 10. 00
13.75 13.75 13.75 13.75 13.75 13.75 13.75 14.25 14.40 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00
13. 80 13. 50 13. 50 13. 50 13.50 13. 50 13. 50 14.00 14.15 14,15 14.75 14.756 14.75
10.95 10.95 10.95 10.95 10.95 10.95 10. 95 11.45 11.60 12.20 12,20 12.20 12.20
9. 50 9.50 9. 50 9. 50 9. 50 9. 50 9. 50 10.00 10.15 10.75 10.75 10.75 10.76
13.64 13.86 13.86 13.86 13.86 13.79 14.29 14.29 14.86 14.86 15.42 15.42 15.42
13.64 13.86 13.86 13.86 13.86 13.79 14.29 14.29 14.86 14.86 15.42 15.42 15.42
12.36 12.46 12.46 12.46 12.46 12.46 13.00 13.00 13. 50 13. 50 14.00 14.00 14.00
10.64 10. 64 10.64 10. 64 10.64 10.64 11.00 11.00 11. 50 11. 50 12.00 12.17 12.17
13.50 13.50 13. 50 13. 50 13. 50 13.40 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.75 14.25 14.25 14.25
13. 50 13. 50 13. 50 13. 50 13.50 13.40 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.75 14.25 14. 25 14.25
11.75 11.76 11.75 11.75 11.75 11.75 11.75 11.75 11.75 12. 50 12. 50 12. 50 12. 50
10.00 10.00 10. 00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10. 00 10.00 10.00 10.00
13.50 13.50 13. 50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 14.00 14.00 14. 50 14.50 14. 50 14. 50
13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13.50 13. 50 13.50 14.00 14.00 14. 50 14. 50 14. 50 14. 50
12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12.00 12. 50 12. 50 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.00
10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10. 50 10.75 10.75 10.75 10.76 10.75 10.75
13.45 13.55 13.56 13. 556 13.55 13.42 13.51 13.64 13.96 14.09 14,11 14.11 14.11
13.45 13.55 13. 55 13. 55 13.55 13.42 13.51 13.64 13.96 14.00 14.11 14.11 14.11
11.88 11.98 11.98 11.98 11.98 11.98 12.00 12.12 12.42 12. 55 12.75 12.75 12.76
10.04 10.04 9.93 9.93 9.93 10.05 10. 32 10.39 10. 49 10.55 10. 56 10.55 10. 55

See footnotes at end of table.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

TvOod

62



TABLE 8.—Average retail prices of anthracite per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941—Continued

PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE—Continued

1940 1941
Region, c¢ity, and size of coal
Dec.15 | Jan.15 | Feb.15 | Mar.15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June 15 { July 15 | Aug.15 | Sept. 15 | Oct. 15 | Nov. 15 | Dec. 15
Middle Atlantic:
Buffalo:
StOVe. e e $11.72 $11.72 $11.72 $11.72 $11.72 $11.72 $11.72 $11.98 $12.18 $12.30 $12.38 $12.38 $12.38
Chestnut ......................... 11.72 11.72 11,72 11.72 11.72 11.72 11.72 11.98 12.18 12.30 12.38 12.38 12.38
______________________________ 9.79 9.79 9.79 9.79 9.79 9.79 9.80 10.08 10.28 10.39 10.48 10.46 10.46
N Bult(:kwheat ....................... 8.48 8.48 8.48 8.48 8.48 8.48 8.62 8.75 8.72 8.72 8.73 8.73 8.73
Newar!
1703 10, 96 10. 96 10.96 10.96 10. 96 10. 96 10. 95 11.45 11.67 11.95 11.95 11.95 11.95
Chesmut _________________________ 10. 96 10.96 10. 96 10. 96 10. 96 10. 96 10.95 11.45 11.67 11.95 11.95 11.95 11.95
______________________________ 9. 46 9.46 9.46 9.46 9.48 .46 9.45 9.95 10.17 10.45 10.45 10.45 10.45
Bnckwhmt ____________________ 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.00 8.16 8.25 8.28 8.4 8.44 8.44 8.44
New York: 2
StOVe . oo 11.72 11.72 1n.72 11,72 11.72 11.72 11. 55 11.92 12.21 12.44 12,47 12.35 12,35
Chestnuat. ... _____. 11.72 1n.72 11.72 11.72 11.72 11.72 11.55 11.92 12.21 12.44 12.47 12,35 12.35
TN 10.08 10.08 10.08 10.08 10.08 10.08 9.94 10.33 10.61 10.89 10.89 10.78 10.78
Buckwheat . . ______ _____ _____._. 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.38 8.47 8.56 8.59 8.57 8.57 8.48 8.48
Philadelphia:

LOVE . o e maaaman 10.40 10.72 10.69 10.72 10. 72 10. 62 10. 60 10.82 11.28 11.58 11.64 11.64 11.64
Chestnut.______.______ ... 10. 40 10. 72 10. 69 10.72 10.72 10. 62 10. 60 10.82 11.28 11.58 11.64 11,64 11.64
Pea _ .. 8.64 8.84 8.86 £.86 8.86 8.82 8.82 9.07 9.47 9.83 9.89 9.83 9.83
Buckwheat_._.__.____.__.___ ... 7.75 7.80 7.80 7.80 7.80 7.80 7.82 7.98 8.17 8.42 8.50 8.50 8.50

Pittsburgh:
StOVe . - e 12. 50 12.50 12.50 12.50 12. 50 12. 50 12.50 12. 50 12, 50 12.50 12.50 12. 50 12,50
R ghestnut ......................... 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.62 12.69 12.69 12.69 12.69
ochester:
11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 12.37 12.58 12.70 12.82 12.82 12.82
11.99 1.9 11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 11.99 12.37 12.58 12.70 12.82 12.82 12.82
9.99 99 9.99 9.99 9.99 9.99 9.99 10.37 10. 58 10.70 10.82 10.82 10.82
8.42 8.42 8.42 8.42 8.42 8.47 8.69 8.69 8.69 8.7 8.7 8.71 8.71
7.7 v 7.71 7.71 7.71 7.69 7.74 7.86 8.04 8.19 8.19 8.19 8.19
7.7 7.71 7.7 7.7 7.71 7.69 7.74 7.86 8.04 8.19 8.19 8.19 8.19
6.21 6.21 6.21 6.21 6.21 6.19 6.24 6.36 6. 54 6.69 6.69 6.69 6.69
5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.19 5.19 5.19 5.22 5.22 5.22 5.22
Chlcago: 3
14.79 14.79 14.79 14.79 14.79 14.77 14.77 15.10 15.30 15.32 15.47 15.53 15, 63
14.79 14.79 14.79 14.79 14,79 14,77 14.77 15.10 15.20 15.32 15.47 15.53 15.53
13.29 13.29 13.29 13.29 13.29 13.27 13.27 13. 60 13.79 13.81 13.99 14.05 14.05
11.95 11.985 11,95 11.95 11,95 11,95 11.95 12.29 12.29 12.32 12,40 12.42 12.42
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Cleveland: ¢

Pea ... ...
Buckwheat. .. ..o
Milwaukee:

‘West North Central:
Minneapolis:

South Atlantic:
Baltimore:

Richmond:
Stove.
Chest:

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 8.— Average retail prices of anthracite per ton of 2,000 pounds, by cities, for specified months in 1940 and 1941—Continued
PENNSYLVANIA ANTHRACITE—Continued

1940 1941
Region, city, and size of coal
Dec.15 | Jan.15 | Feb.15 | Mar.15 | Apr.15 | May 15 | June 15 | July 15 | Aug. 15 | Sept. 15 | Oct. 16 | Nov. 15 | Dec. 15
South Atlantic—Continued.
Savannah:
Stove.. .ol $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.00 $17.33 $17.33 $17.33
Chestnut. ... ... 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17. 50 17. 50 17.50
‘Washington:t
StOVe. e 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.84 13.12 13.42 13.45 13.70 13.70 13.70
Chestnut. oo 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.95 12.95 12,95 12.84 13,12 13.42 13.45 13.70 13.70 13.70
(1 YU 11,10 11.10 11.10 11.10 11.10 11. 10 10.99 11.27 11.57 11. 60 11.84 11.84 11.84
Buckwheat ... ... ... 9.60 |. 9. 60 9. 60 9.60 9.60 9. 60 9.63 9.76 9.89 9.90 10.00 10.00 10. 00
WESTERN ANTHRACITE
West North Central:
ﬁgnsas C'ill:y: s Arkansasegg.......... $10. 84 $10. 84 $10.84 $10.84 $10.84 $10.84 $10. 84 $10.84 $11.30 $11.30 $11.30 $11.30 $11.30
inneapolis:
Arkansasegg. ... ... ... 13.10 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.20 13.20 13. 50 13. 50 13. 50 13. 50
Arkansasstove_._______._______.. 13.10 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.13 13.20 13.20 13.50 13.50 13. 50 13. 50
gm%ha:l Arkansas egg. . ............. 12.15 12.25 12.25 12.25 12.25 12.25 12.25 12.6) 12.86 13.23 13.25 13.25 13.25 -
t. Paul:
Arvkansas egg. -« ..oco _.___.___. 13.10 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.13 13.13 13,13 13.20 13.20 13. 50 13.50 13. 50 13.50
Arkansasstove. .. ..o ..___._. 13.10 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.14 13.13 13.20 13.20 13.50 13.50 13. 50 13.50
West South Central:
Dallas: Arkansas egg.--.-.-..-cc..... 12.83 12.83 12.83 12.83 12.83 12.83 12.83 Q)] (U] (U] (U] [0 )
Houston: Arkansasegg. .. _....___..._. 14, 50 14.59 14. 50 14.50 14.50 14. 50 14. 50 14,50 14.75 15.00 15. 50 15, 50 15. 50
M New; Orleans: $ Arkansas egg._......... 14.28 14.28 14,28 14.28 13.26 13.28 14.28 14.28 14,28 14.28 14.28 15. 30 15.30
ountain:
Denver: Coloradoegg. .. _.._......_. 15,81 15.81 15.81 15.81 15,81 15.81 15.81 15, 81 15.81 15.81 15.81 15,81 15.81
Pacific: San Francisco: ¢ New Mexico egg. 23.86 23.86 23. 86 23.86 23.86 23.86 23.86 23.86 23.86 23.86 23.86 24.72 24.72

1 Preliminary.

¢ Prices include sales tax of 2 percent for December 1940 through October 1941, and of
1 percent for November and December 1941,
3 Prices include sales tax of 3 percent for December 1940 through June 1941 and of 2

percent for July through December 1941,
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¢ Prices on ton of 2,240 pounds,

7 Insufficient data.
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RETAIL PRICES OF BITUMINOUS COAL
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COAL 35

Coal Prices, 1929 to 1941, Inclusive

Annual average prices of bituminous coal have moved upward from
year to year since the low point reached in 1933 with the single ex-
ception of the year 1939 when the average for the year was about 1
percent lower than in 1938. In 1941 prices were higher than in any
year since 1927,

Pennsylvania anthracite prices declined steadily from 1927 through
1935, and after an increase of about 3} percent in 1936, again receded
until 1940. Increases of about 5 percent in 1940 and 6 percent in
1941 raised the average price level for 1941 to approximately that of
1934.

Average prices and indexes for bituminous coal and for stove and
chestnut sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite are shown in table 9 by
years from 1929 through 1941, for March and June 1940, and by
months from September 1940 through December 1941. The accom-
panying charts show trends in retail prices of bituminous coal and
stove and chestnut sizes of Pennsylvania anthracite for quarterly
periods from 1929 through 1941.

TaBLE 9.— Average retail coal prices and indexes for large cities combined, 1929 to
1941, inclusive

Average price per ton of 2,000 pounds Index (Octfggiﬁgg) September

Date Pennsylvania anthracite | Pennsylvania anthracite
Bituminous (weighted average, 25 | Bituminous (weighted average, 25

(unweighted| cities) (unweighted| cities)

average, 38 average, 38
cities) cities)
Stove Chestnut Stove Chestnut
1920 oo eiaeeas $8.85 $14, 14 $13.7C 9.5 100.5 97.7
R 8.83 14.03 13.66 91.3 99.7 97.3
8.33 13. 68 13.65 86. 2 97.1 97.3
7.71 12,55 12.45 79.7 89.2 8.7
7.65 12.12 11.93 79.1 86.2 85.0
8.26 12,18 11.92 85.4 86.6 85.0
8.29 11,38 11. 14 85.7 80.9 79.4
8. 42 11.74 11.61 87.1 83.5 82.7
8.58 11.05 11.19 88.4 78.5 79.6
1938 o ieaeen 8.61 10. 96 nn 88.7 77.9 79.1
1939 . .. c—— 8. 52 10.79 10. 84 87.7 76.7 77.2
940.__.._ ——— 8.60 11.33 11.35 87.9 80.5 80.8
igi{l} ... ———— 9.15 11.98 12.02 93.1 85.0 85.5
March_. ———— 8.65 11.31 11.37 89.0 80.4 8.0
June..___... ——- 8.36 11,02 11.04 85.5 78.3 78.6
September___...__ 28,54 11. 40 11.41 287.0 8L.0 812
October.___.____. 38,75 11.46 11.48 289,0 81.5 8.7
November........ 38,84 11. 58 11.57 39C.0 82.3 82.3
1941 December__....__ 48,86 11. 59 11.59 490.2 82.4 82.5
8.87 11.64 11.67 90.3 82.7 83.0
8.87 11,63 11.66 90.3 82.7 83.0
8.88 11.63 11. 66 90.3 82.7 83.0
8.86 11. 64 11.67 90.1 82.7 83.0
8.85 11.62 11. 64 90.1 82.5 82.8
8.89 11. 51 11.57 90.5 81.8 82.4
9.08 11.84 11.88 92.0 84.1 84.6
9. 24 12,10 12.17 93.8 86.0 86.6
9.34 12.36 12.41 94.9 87.8 8.3
9.42 12. 40 12. 46 95.8 88.1 88.7
9.47 12,35 12.42 96.3 81.7 88.4
9. 50 12.35 12.43 96.5 87.7 83.5
! Preliminary. 3 36 cities.
3 37 cities. ¢ 35 cities, beginning December 1940.
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