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PREFACE

The Bureau of Labor Statistics has been making studies of the
money receipts and disbursements of wage earners and salaried work-
ers since 1888. The first survey was initiated to provide information
on wages and levels of living among American and European workers.
Later studies, made in 1903 and 1918, were undertaken to secure
weights for indexes of the cost of food and other goods purchased by
families of wage earners and salaried workers.

The 1918 survey in which data were obtained from 12,096 families
at 7 different income levels has supplied the weights for the cost of
living indexes published currently by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Since 1918, however, consumer purchasing habits and the articles
available in the retail market have greatly changed. Some goods
which were not widely available in 1917-18 are now purchased regu-
larly by families of low and moderate income. Some have decreased
in relative importance, and some have disappeared from the market.
Studies made by various agencies since 1918 have indicated the
importance of these shifts but have been neither sufficiently extensive
nor coordinated to provide the material needed either for revising the
Bureau’s cost of living indexes or for giving a comprehensive picture
of the living of the wage-earner and clerical groups.

This study is part of an investigation of the money disbursements of
wage earners and clerical workers in the larger cities of the United
States which was undertaken by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in the
fall of 1934, primarily for the purpose of bringing up to date the items
to be priced and the quantity weights to be used in computing its
indexes of changes in living costs.

The data in this bulletin are based on the actual living of 997
families which cooperated in the study in New York City. In addition
to throwing light upon the incomes of the families covered, the data
portray their expenditures for food, clothing, house furnishings,
medical care, and the other items that enter into family living. They
also throw light on the amount and kind of goods and services that
are purchased by the wage-earner and clerical groups in New York
City.

This survey was made in cooperation with the Russell Sage Founda-
tion, the New York State Temporary Relief Administration, and the
Works Progress Administration. Mr. Ralph Hurlin and Miss Mar-
garet Hogg, of the Russell Sage Foundation, assisted in choosing the
sample.

Isapor Lusix,
Commissioner of Labor Statistics.
Marcr 1939.

iX

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Bulletin No. 637 (Vol. 1) of the

United States Bureau of Labor Statistics

Money Disbursements of Wage Earners and Clerical
Workers in New York City, 1934-36

Introduction

The data collected in the present investigation portray the levels at
which employed wage earners and clerical workers are living at the
present time in terms of their annual purchases of goods and services.
The differences shown between the figures on average family expendi-
tures in New York City and in the other cities reflect differences in
the money incomes of the wage earner and clerical groups in those
communities, in consumption habits, and in family size and composi-
tion, as well as differences in price levels. They do not measure differ-
ences in living costs as between communities.

The results of this investigation must be distinguished from those
obtained by pricing a hypothetical budget to secure the cost of a pre-
viously defined standard of living.! The investigators who partici-
pated in the present study were sent not to stores to price a predeter-
mined list of goods and services, but to families who were willing to
give the detailed facts concerning their incomes and expenditures.

Although the primary purpose of the present investigation was to
ascertain the actual level of living of families in New York City, some
of the data obtained afford a basis for evaluating the adequacy of the
living of the workers who cooperated in furnishing information for the
investigation. A detailed comparison has not been made, however,
between the goods currently purchased by the families studied and the
goods included in budgets estimating the amounts needed for maintain-
ing healthy family life.

The terms “level of living”’ and ‘“‘plane of living’’ have been used
to describe the actual economic status of the families studied. This
actual way of living is distinguished from their ‘“‘standard of living,”
the type of living which they regard as normal and proper, or from
a ‘“norm of living” established by a group or an agency as adequate
or suitable for certain purposes. The term ‘‘standard of living” is

1 Such a study has recently been completed by the Works Progress Administration, Division of Social
Research, in cooperation with the Retail Price Division of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In this survey
prices were obtained in 59 cities covering the cost of items in budgets at twolevels. These budgetscomprised
specified quantities of goods and services necessary for a maintenance level and an emergency level of living
for a four-person family of a manual worker. Results of this study are published in a report of the Works
Progress Administration by Margaret Loomis Stecker entitled “Intercity Differences in Costs of Living
in March 1935, 59 Cities,” Washington, D. C., July 1937, 1
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2 NEW YORK CITY

sometimes used to mean not only the manner of living regarded as
proper and suitable by the families themselves, but that recom-
mended by a group or an agency; it is further used to mean the way
the families actually are living. This triple usage has been found to
be confusing, and on that account the use of the term ‘‘standard of
living” in this publication is restricted to its primary meaning as a
standard. “Planes of living,” the subject of this report, have been
distinguished both from standards of the families themselves and
from norms or budgets set by agencies or groups.

The area covered was limited to the five boroughs of New York
City. The data obtained from each family apply to 12 continuous
months within the period 1934-36.%

The families studied in this investigation were chosen to represent
in cross section the expenditures of families of employed wage earners
and lower-salaried clerical workers in New York City. The families
to be interviewed in the investigation were chosen by a random
sampling method from the lists of employees on current pay rolls of
employers also chosen at random. (See appendix D, p. 199.) The
limited funds available made it necessary to confine this investigation
to the income levels most representative of the groups for which the
Bureau’s cost of living index is computed.? The following criteria
were used in the selection of families.

Each family had—

1. At least one wage earner or lower-salaried clerical worker who worked a
minimum of 1,008 hours in 36 weeks (or 28 hours in each of 30 weeks if employed
in a distinctly seasonal industry, such as the clothing and construction industries).

2. A minimum annual income during the schedule year of $500, of which at
least $300 was earned by one person.

3. No clerical worker in the family who earned over $2,000 in the year covered
by the schedule or $200 in any one month of that year.

4. Not over 25 percent of total income from sources other than earnings (such
as rents, interest, or dividends). Receipts from boarders and lodgers were treated
a8 earnings.

5. No income from direct relief or work relief at any time in the year covered
by the schedule.

The group supplying the material on which this report is based
includes families of all types except single-person families.* Because

3 See appendix C, p. 197. The bulk of the data for New York City cover a period more than 2 years after
the low point in the New York City indexes of employment and payrolls, which was reached in July 1932.

3 The importance of obtaining data on the consumer purchases of higher salaried clerical workers, pro-
fessional workers, managers, and officials, and those in business for themselves was generally recognized
at the time when the study was begun. Early in 1936 the Bureau of Labor Statistics undertook a Study
of Consumer Purchases which covers all income groups in 32 different cities. Funds were allotted to the
project by the Works Progress Administration. At the same time & coordinated study was undertaken
by the Bureau of Home Economics in 66 farm counties, 160 villages, and in 19 small cities. Both of these
investigations were made in cooperation with the National Resources Committee and the Central Statistical
Board. (For cities covered in both investigations, see appendix B, pp. 195, 196.)

4 At the request of the Emergency Relief Board in Philadelphia, the Bureau of Labor Statistics undertook
a study of the incomes and money disbursements of employed wage earners and clerical workers living as
single individuals in that city in the year 1934-35. The results of this investigation will be published in a
subsequent bulletin.
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INTRODUCTION 3

of limitation of funds, the Nation-wide survey of wage earners and
clerical workers was not enlarged to include a study of the money
disbursements of persons living alone, either as lodgers or as house-
holders. But the present study in addition to covering families con-
taining a husband and wife, also covers incomplete families of various
types, such as two sisters or a widow and her children.

In this respect it differs from the prior investigation of family ex-
penditures conducted by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in New York
City for the year ending August 31, 1918, which was restricted to
families having as a minimum ‘‘a husband and wife and at least one
child, who is not a boarder or lodger.” ® Since families of two persons
constituted 25 percent of all the families of two or more persons in
New York City according to the census of 1930, it was decided not to
restrict the present study in this way. Approximately half of the
families from whom were obtained data in the present study in New
York City were of the types studied in the 1917-18 investigation. The
types of families contributing to the present report and not included
in the 1918 study are as follows: Man and wife only, man and wife
and other persons over 16 years of age, and families of adults not
including a married couple. In order to facilitate comparison with
the earlier study, a special summary of the income and expenditure
data from families of the type studied for 1917—-18 is presented in this
bulletin. The fundamental tabulations have been made in such a
way that it will be possible to study separately the details of the
expenditures of families of given types, should occasion arise.

It should be noted that the plan for the investigation did not provide
for holding constant the size of family at each income level. In any
random sample of the population, or of any occupational group, size
of family varies from income level to income level. Since the averages
presented in this report are based upon the actual expenditures of a
random sample of families of the wage-earner and clerical groups,
wherever comparisons are made between the spending of families at
different income levels, these differences in size of family must be
taken into account.

For New York City a special analysis was made of the expenditures
of three family types at different income levels. (See text table 2,
p. 18 and Tabular Summary, table 24, p. 171.)

5 U. 8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics Bull. No. 357, Cost of Living in the United
States. Washington, 1924, p. 2.
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Chapter 1

Income Level and Money Disbursements
Family Income

The occupations of the chief earners in the 897 white families coop-
erating in the investigation in New York City varied as widely as
the types of industry and business which make up the working day
about New York harbor. They included unskilled workers in a paper
manufacturing company, a coal yard, a chemical plant, in warehouses
and docks, and on the lighters which carry freight across the Hudson
and East Rivers. Others of the chief earners were semiskilled
workers, machine tenders in manufacturing industries, operatives in
men’s clothing factories and in a large number of industries which
carry on the services which keep the metropolis in order, bus drivers,
deliverymen, telephone linemen, and cable splicers. The work of the
skilled was even more varied. There were carpenters, masons, paint-
ers, electricians, lithographers, typesetters, a8 die maker in an aero-
plane parts manufacturing company, sand blasters, and stationary
engineers. There were clerical workers from offices, from telephone
switchboards, and from retail and wholesale stores.!

The type of work secured by the family’s chief earner was not by
any means the final factor in determining its income. The number of
earners in the family, their ability and skill, and the regularity with
which they found employment were almost equally important in
determining the total family income.? One-third of the families of
skilled workers reported incomes over $2,100, while one-quarter of the
families of clerical workers and one-fifth of the families of both semi-
skilled and unskilled workers reported incomes above this level.

I Famijliesin which the chief earner was a semiskilled laborer predominate in the sample, furnishing about
40 percent of the number studied (358); clerical workers come next with 231 families; skilled workers next with
184; and unskilled workers last with 124 families.

2 An “economic family’ as defined for this study consists of two or more persons living together and sharing
their economic resources. In most cases the members of an economic family are related by ties of blood,
marriage, or adoption, but in some cases an unrelated member was found to share income and family living.
Persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption were not treated as members of the economic family if they
lived in the household as boarders and kept their funds separate from family funds, unless they gave a com-
plete record of their incomes and expenditures. Persons who were members of the etonomic family for an
entire year were not necessarily members of the household for the year. A member supported by the family
in school, college, or hospital for all or part of the year, or a member working away from home for part of the-
year, sharing his income with the family for that period, would be treated as a member of the economic
family but not of the household for the entire year. In computing the number of persons who were part of
the economic family for a year, the number of weeks each member had shared his entire income and expenses

with the family was listed, the numbers summed and the total divided by 52. This procedure yielded the
pumber of equivalent persons who had made up the family for the 1 year.

53958°—39——2 7

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



8 NEW YORK CITY

The money incomes of all the families studied ranged from $510
(close to the lower limit set by the plan of the investigation) to $4,524,
the income received by the family of a widow with five gainfully em-
ployed children who pooled their earnings. In this family, one son
was a clerk in a wholesale jobbing house, another a runner in a stock
brokerage house, a third was a clerk in the office of an insurance com-
pany, and the fourth an elevator boy in a hotel. The daughter was
a stenographer. Half of the white families studied had incomes less
than $1,625, and three-quarters less than $2,073.

Family incomes averaged $1,745.2 Of this amount the earnings of
individuals accounted for $1,681 per family, net earnings from keeping
boarders and lodgers $28, and income from all other sources $39. Rent,
interest, and dividends accounted for $11 out of the $39; pensions
and insurance annuities, $10; gifts from persons outside the family
(chiefly relatives), $11; and other miscellaneous sources, $7. Busi-
ness losses and expenses not deductible from earnings specified for
the year covered by the schedule, but deducted from the total family
income, averaged $3. (See Tabular Summary, tables 2, 5, and 19.)

Fig.t

SOURCES OF INCOME AMONG WAGE EARNERS AND
LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT SUCCESSIVE
INCOME LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY 1934 -1936

WHITE FAMILIES

INCOME CLASS HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS
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U_S_BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

Throughout the entire income range there was a consistent increase
in the number of gainful workers per family with increases in family
income, and a consistent decrease in the percentage of total income
contributed by the chief earner. At the lowest income level 96 percent

3 The concentration of the incomes of all the families included in the survey near the average is shown by
the fact that the standard deviation of the average income is $663.
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INCOME LEVEL AND MONEY DISBURSEMENTS 9

of the average family income was contributed by the chief earner; at
the highest level, only 45 percent of total income came from the earn-
ings of the chief earner and 52 percent from the earnings of supple-
mentary earners. In each income group above $2,400 there were on
the average more than two earners per family. (See fig. 1 and table 1.)

Expressed somewhat differently, the 50 families with incomes of
less than $900 were in general those in which the family was almost
totally dependent on a single worker with a relatively low annual
income. There were only 12 of these families with supplementary
earners and their earnings averaged $125 for the year. On the other
hand there were 131 families with incomes of more than $2,400 a year.
These comprised all families in which the chief earner made more than
this amount, 24 in number, together with those in which there were
more than 2 earners to bring up the family total. The annual earn-
ings of the chief earner in these families averaged $741 in the lowest
income group and increased with each increase in family income level
until they reached $1,749 in the group with family incomes ranging
from $2,400 to $2,700, and $1,989 in the group with family incomes
from $3,600 to $3,900. When the chief earners in the 897 families
are ranked according to the amount of their annual earnings, half were
found to earn more than $1,300, half less. The highest annual family
income reported was almost three times the middle family income,
and the highest amount of annual earnings reported for any individual,
the $3,380 reported by an examiner in a sponge works, was slightly
more than 2% times the median earnings of the chief earner.

TaBLE 1.—Sources of family income among wage earners and lower-salaried clerical
workers at successive income levels in 1 year during the period 1934—36

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Percentage of income from—
Average
Number Average | number of
Income class of net money | gainful Earnings Earnings
families income! | workers per of chiegf of supple- Other
family 2 earner mentary sources ¢
earners 3
Families in survey.__.________ 897 $1,745 1.62 71.8 20.1 2.1
Families with annual incomes

$500 t0 $900__ . __._ ... 50 773 1.24 95.9 4.1 0
$900 to $1,200._ 127 1,070 1.33 89.0 9.3 L7
$1,200 to $1, 184 1, 366 1.43 87.2 10.7 2.1
$1,500 to $1,800 190 1,644 1.55 83.8 4.1 2.1
$1,800 to $2,100 139 1,942 1.60 81.3 17.2 L5
$2,100 to $2,400._ 76 2,228 1.67 76.2 20.1 3.7
$2,400t0$2,700___.____.__. 52 2, 535 2.06 69.0 29.3 1.7
$2,700 t0 $3,000_.____.__... 35 2, 846 2.34 60.6 38.3 11
$3,000 to $3,300_ - 12 3,165 2.58 52.6 43.9 3.5
,300 to $3,600.. - 13 3,438 2.85 53.5 44.5 2.0
$3,600 to $3,900__ R 10 3,719 3.10 53.8 44.8 1.7
$3,900 and over__....__.._. 9 4,184 3.33 45.4 51.8 2.8

1 Net income is defined in agpendix A, p..175. . . ’ . .

21, e., the numper having had some gainful employment in business, industry, or domestic service at
any time during the year. (Some families included persons in domestic service as supplementary earners.)

3 Including nat earnings from boarders and lodﬁgrs. . .
h4 Less business losses met in the year covered by the schedule but not deductible from the earnings of
that year.
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10 NEW YORK CITY

Current Expenditures of the Group as a Whole *

Food.

The data secured in all the cities covered by this investigation show
that in spite of the decline in food prices which occurred between
1925 and 1934, expenditures for food continue to hold the central
place in the spending pattern of moderate-income families. In all
the groups studied, it has been found that the money spent for food
accounts for a larger proportion of total current expenditures than
any other item.

Among the white families from whom figures were obtained in
New York City, the proportion spent for food was, on the average,
larger than that found among families with comparable incomes in
any of the other cities included in the investigation. In New York
the proportion spent was 36.4 percent. Philadelphia ranked second
with a percentage expenditure of 36.3. These relatively high figures
are due in part to the high cost of marketing food in these extensive
and densely settled metropolitan areas, and in part to the expense
involved in eating meals away from home. Most workers in very
large urban centers necessarily travel long distances from home to
job and are unable to return at the lunch hour. Some of them carry
lunches prepared in the family kitchen, but many find the tin dinner
pail, the paper bag, or even the more dignified lunch box and thermos
bottle inconvenient. Out of 897 white families studied in New York,
620 reported expense for meals at work, and on the average such
expenditures represented 10.8 percent of their total food expense.

Housing.

Expenditures for housing come next in importance to food. The
concentration of shipping, manufacturing, and trade around the
harbor on which New York City is situated, combined with the
limitation of usable land by the rivers and marshes, have brought
about a competition for living space in this area not duplicated in
any other part of the United States. The result is a level of rents

¢ Throughout the report the term “‘current expenditures” is used to mean expenditures for ultimate
consumers’ goods, including relatively durable consumption goods. Interest on money borrowed for
family use has been included in such expenditures, but savings and investments have not. The time
and funds available for the investigation have not made possible the presentation of separate totals dis-
tinguishing expenditures for the more slowly consumed as distinguished from quickly consumed goods.
Indeed, the data on depreciation rates for relatively durable consumers’ goods are so fragmentary that it
would be extremely difficult to do so. Expenditures for such durable goods as automobiles, mechanical
refrigerators, and other furnishings and equipment have been classified with expenditures for food and
carfare and other quickly consumed goods as ‘‘current expenditures’” while money spent for permanent
improvements on owned homes and other real estate or as payment on the principal of mortgages has been
classified as savings. The total cost of consumers’ goods purchased on credit was included in current ex-
penditures and the amount of the obligations outstanding at the end of the year was taken into account
when computing changes in liabilities over the 12-month period. Money paid out for life-insurance pre-
miums has been classified as savings. (See Tabular Summary, tables 3, 4, 6, and 20.)
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INCOME LEVEL AND MONEY DISBURSEMENTS 11

which taxes the expenditures of families of all types, for relatively
small dwellings. The fact that most New York City families live in
apartments in buildings provided with central heating equipment,
and that payments for heat are not segregated from payments for
rent as such, makes it impossible to state exactly what percentage of
current expenditures is acecounted for by housing alone. Expendi-
tures for housing, fuel, light, and refrigeration averaged 25.8 percent
of total expenditures.

Nearly three-quarters of the white group studied lived in apart-
ment buildings housing three or more families. More than one-half
lived in apartments with central heat, where rental payments in-
cluded the cost of heat. Approximately one-eighth of the group
lived in houses which they owned, only 19 rented houses, and the
rest (20 families) changed type of tenure or type of dwelling or both
during the year. The 545 families renting apartments with heat
covered by rental payments paid an average annual rent of $428,
and spent in addition $67 for fuel, light, and refrigeration—an average
of $495 for an apartment with an average of four rooms. The families
living in apartments where heat was not furnished by the landlord
averaged $266 for rent and $107 for fuel, light, and refrigeration, an
average of $373 for apartments averaging 4% rooms. Most of these
apartments were in ‘“Old Law Tenements” on Manhattan and in
lower Brooklyn, and were heated by stoves. A few of the apartments
for which the tenant provided the heat were in two-family flats in
Queens and Brooklyn, frame buildings with separate furnaces for
each family.

Families owning their homes averaged $348 for current housing
expenditures (taxes, repairs, fire insurance, interest on mortgages,
and refinancing charges) and $167 for fuel, light, and refrigeration,
a total of $515 for houses averaging six rooms. In addition, the home-
owning families invested, on the average, $53 in their homes, $34 in
reducing the principal of mortgages, and $19 in permanent improve-
ments. The imputed income from the equity of the 109 home-
owning families in the houses they occupied may be computed by
combining the data secured on rental value of the owned homes and
on the current expenditures for housing of the home owners. Their
estimates of the rental value of their dwellings averaged $493. Sub-
tracting average current expenditures ($348) from the average rental
value gives $145 as the annual net income “in kind” from the money
invested by the family in its home.

Clothing.
Clothing expenditures came third in importance in the total ex-

penditures of all the groups studied. The percentage of total current
expenditures allotted to clothing did not vary as much from city to
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12 NEW YORK CITY

city as the percentage spent for food, and the 11-percent average for
the New York City families approximated the median for all cities.

Recreation.

The various items which have been grouped under the heading
“Recreation’’ come next in the average expenditures of all the white
families studied in New York City. In this group there have been
included the recreational expenditures of families of all tastes. There
are expenditures for movies, plays, concerts, lectures, baseball games,
and other spectator sports, averaging $33; equipment for sports,
games, and pets averaging $10; for newspapers, magazines, and
books averaging $21; for tobacco $39; and minor expenditures for
clubs and other recreational associations, entertaining, and other items.

Automobile transportation.

Expenditures for the purchase, operation, and maintenance of
automobiles by wage earners and clerical workers in New York City
are probably in large part for recreational purposes. The subway,
trolley, and bus fares in the city are low, and the long distances and
the traffic situation make driving to work impractical. Most families,
however, keep no record of the amount of expense which should prop-
erly be assigned to the different purposes which the car serves, and no
attempt was made to prorate total automobile expenditures among
the various uses they served.

The proportion of total current expenditures devoted to automo-
biles was considerably smaller among these New York families than
among those of employed wage earners and clerical workers in most
of the other cities studied. In New York the percentage was 1.8
percent, as compared with a median of 6.4 percent for the groups
studied in 42 cities and 11.2 for the group studied in Los Angeles, the
city where the percentage for automobile expense was highest. Over-
night parking in the streets is against municipal regulations in New
York City and garage space is expensive.

Other items.

Expenditures for transportation of other types, for furnishings and
equipment, household operation other than fuel, light, and refrigera-
tion, for medical care, personal care, education, vocation, community
welfare, and gifts and contributions to persons outside the families
studied make up the balance of an average annual expenditure total-
ing $1,839.

Distribution of Expenditures at Successive Income Levels

All family types combined (see Tabular Summary, table 6).

For all items of expenditure, family outlays increase as incomes
increase. Although the amounts spent for food, housing, and fuel,
light, and refrigeration, and household operation were considerably
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INCOME LEVEL AND MONEY DISBURSEMENTS 13

larger at the higher income levels than at the lower, in general the
proportion spent for these items declines with increases in the family
income, while that for personal care remains practically stationary.
This decline in the proportion of total expenditures going to these
essential items occurs in spite of the fact that families are larger at
the higher income levels. It may be taken as a measure of the
urgency of the wants which are not satisfied at all at the lower levels.
The other groups of items covered by current family expenditures,
excepting those for formal education, receive a correspondingly larger
proportion of the total at the higher than at the lower income levels.
The percentage spent for education fluctuates considerably with the
number of persons of school age in the group.

The most striking increases in the proportion of expenditure at
different income levels occur in the case of expenditures for furnishings
and equipment, and for gifts and contributions to persons outside the
economic family, which increase from a fraction of 1 percent at the
lowest-income level to 2.7 and 2.6 percent, respectively, at the highest-
income level shown. Expenditures for transportation also increase
markedly, from 3.3 to 7.0 percent.

Figure 2 shows the amount of total expenditures allocated to ex-
penditures for food, housing plus fuel, light, and refrigeration, cloth-
ing, recreation, transportation, medical care, personal care, and gifts,
by families in each income class. In preparing these figures acci-
dental variations in average expenditures, due to the fact that it is
impossible to survey all the families in each income class, have been
eliminated.5 :

The prime importance of food and housing, followed closely by
clothing, in family spending is clearly shown by this diagram. The
bunching of the remaining items at the bottom of the chart brings
into relief the inability of families at these income levels to allot
any considerable sums to items other than food, shelter, and clothing.

One of the most important aspects of the data on expenditures at
different income levels is the variation in the relative change of ex-
penditures for commodities and services of different types. This
cannot be shown on the type of scale used in figure 2, which was
designed to emphasize the absolute importance of the various items.
In figure 3 the same lines are plotted on a logarithmic scale in order
to show the relative increase in expenditures for each group of items
from income level to income level. The relative change for food
and for housing is small compared with that for clothing and for
some of the other less important items of family expenditure. In
general, expenditure for each group of items is greater at higher
income levels, although as shown in figure 3 the relative increase

3 See Tabular Summary, table 25, p. 172.
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14 NEW YORK CITY

Fig. 2 .

PATTERN OF FAMILY EXPENDITURES AMONG
WAGE EARNERS AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL
WORKERS AT SUCCESSIVE INCOME LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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Fig. 3
RELATIVE FAMILY EXPENDITURES AT SUCCESSIVE
INCOME LEVELS AMONG WAGE EARNERS AND
LOWER SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS

NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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16 NEW YORK CITY

from one income group to another varies not only with item but with
income level. The relative increase from lowest to intermediate
income levels is greatest for personal care and for gifts and contribu-
tions, and least for clothing and miscellaneous items; for the latter
category, expenditures were the same for the $600 to $900 as for the
$900 to $1,200 group, but increased rapidly thereafter.

The difference between the shapes of the curve for clothing on one
hand, and those for food and housing on the other, indicates that
expenditures for clothing expand rapidly through all the income
levels represented by this group. The relative increase is most pro-
nounced between the $1,200 income level and the $2,100 level. This
trend is due in part to the fact that there are more persons to clothe
at the higher income levels, but it also appears, although to a lesser
degree, when figures from families of one type are studied at different
income levels.

The rapid increases in the proportions spent for furnishings and for
gifts to persons outside the economic family in the income levels up
to $1,800 indicate that it is on these items that the families at the
very low income levels economize the most.

Separate family types.

Data on the expenditures of families of three different types shown
in table 2 indicate that trends in expenditures from one income level
to another are very similar no matter what the family composition.
Differences in the distribution of expenditures by families of husband
and wife only, husband and wife and one child, and husband and wife
and two to four children, at successive income levels emphasize,
however, the relationship between the number of persons in the
family and its economic well-being. The changing pattern of ex-
penditures turns on the increased expenditure for food. Thus, the
average family of man and wife with an income of $600 to $900 allots
38 percent of its total expenditure to food; the average family of five,
48 percent. The amount of this increase indicates the small margin
between the food expenditures necessary to meet the food standard
of each group and the actual amount of money spent for food. Despite
the fact that the food expenditures of families of five are $100 to $225
higher than those of families of two at the various income levels (a
greater difference than appears for any other item or group of items),
the food expenditures of the larger families are not as high relative to
their food requirements as the expenditures of the families of two.

The imperative increase in food expenditures is so great that, at
most income levels, adjustment is made in almost all other items of
the family budget. The character of the adjustment varies from one
income level to another. There seems to be a tendency for medical
expenditures to take a greater proportion of the total spent by the
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larger families at the lowest income levels shown, and about the same
proportion in larger and smaller families at higher income levels. The
percentage of total expenditures going to personal care at given income
levels remains almost unchanged with increasing size of the family,
seemingly indicating that one or another member, in addition to the
father, can afford a visit to the beauty parlor or the barbershop.

At the lowest income level virtually all of the economy needed to
meet the food bill is effected in the only other large item of expendi-
ture, housing. The family of two with an income of $600 to $900
spends 36 percent of its total outlay for rent, fuel, light, and refrigera-
tion, but the family of five spends only 28 percent—obviously secur-
ing poorer and more cramped quarters than are paid for by the man
and wife with no children. Recreation is the only other item on which
the larger family at this low-income level saves as much as $10 over
the family of man and wife. The larger families allotted only 4
percent of their total outlay to recreation expenditures; the smaller
ones averaged almost 6 percent.

In all the income groups above $900, the family of five tends to
spend about the same amount for rent, fuel, light, and refrigeration,
and also for household operation, as the man and wife of similar in-
come. In other words, food is not acquired at the expense of shelter,
but there 1s no margin until the highest income levels are reached to
provide the increased facilities needed if the larger family is to be as
well-housed as the smaller one.

Economies above the $900 level in the larger family are effected
primarily in clothing, furnishings and equipment, recreation, and
transportation. It is only above $2,100 that the family of five spent
more for clothing than the man and wife of similar income.

The difficulty which the large family finds in making the dollars
stretch to cover all requirements is reflected in the figures on surpluses
and deficits for these groups. Whereas among the 2-person families
almost as many families (63) had surpluses for the year as had deficits
(66), among the 5-person families 84 ended the year in the red, as
compared with only 57 which managed to have surpluses.

The average surpluses for families making net savings at the lower
income levels were small, less than $100 for the two-person and three-
person families up to the $1,500 income level, and for the five-person
families up to the $1,800 income level. At higher income levels they
showed a tendency to increase. There was a general though irregular
tendency for the size of the surplus at a given income level to be
largest for the husband-and-wife-only families and smallest for the
five-person families. There was not such a clear tendency either for
the average deficits among families having a net deficit to decrease in
size at higher income levels or to be smaller among the smaller families.
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NEW YORK CITY

wage earners and lower-salamed clerical workers at successive income levels in 1
year during the period 1934—36

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

[Renting families only]

Families with annual net income of—

Ttem !an‘}illlies
$600 to | $900 to | $1,200to | $1,500 to | $1,800 to | $2,100to
$900 $1,200 $1,500 $1,800 2,1 $2,400
Family of man and wife
Number of families.._.___________.____ 184 12 31 29 24 18 10
Total current expenditures.._._.____.. $1, 406 $948 | $1,212 1 $1,411 | $1,663 | $1,962 $2,126
Pereentage of expenditure for—
Alliterns__._______._.... a—- 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Food. . oo ... 33.3 37.6 3.1 34.2 32.9 33.2 28.4
Housing, including fuel, light, and

refrigeration.... . . ... ... 28.6 36.4 3.8 29.0 28.6 24.9 24,1
Other household operation._....._ 3.7 3.6 3.6 3.1 3.4 4.5 .2
Furnishings and equipment. 3.7 .7 2.4 3.6 4.0 3.8 7.0
Olothing. .. __________._. 9.7 6.8 9.7 9.3 11. 4 9.6 9.6
Recreation.__ 6.4 5.9 5.9 7.2 6.1 6.3 6.2
Transportation... 5.4 3.2 4.2 5.2 4.7 8.0 6.2
Personal care__. 19 L6 2.1 1.8 2.2 1.9 1.7

Medical care.. 3.7 2.4 3.1 3.6 3.4 4.0 5.8
Otheritems_._____ ... ..._.__.._. 3.6 1.8 3.1 3.0 3.3 3.8 6.8
Family of man, wife, and 1 child

Number of families.____.__.___._..__.. 121 & 19 33 31 22 11
Total current expenditures.____....._. $1, 642 $034 | $1,225 | $1,460 | $1,787 | $1,974 $2,175
Percentage of expenditure for—

1 @IS oo emee 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
FoOd oo oo oo 36.1 41.0 37.2 37.9 34.9 35. 8 34.6
Housing, including fuel, light, and

refrigeration . _____________...._. 27.3 32.5 3L 0 20.7 26. 5 24.9 23.5
Other household operation. .- 3.5 3.6 2.7 2.9 4.0 3.6 3.8
Furnishings and equipment... 3.3 .6 5.3 2.9 3.6 2.9 2.6
Clothing__.______________ 10. 4 7.9 8.7 8.4 10.9 11.4 13.1
Recreation.. 58 3.9 4.3 5.3 5.8 6.6 7.2
Transportation... 4.6 2.8 3.3 55 4.6 4.8 4.1
Personaleare___. ..o _.___._ 1.9 14 1.4 1.7 2.0 1.9 2.4
Medical care__ 3.9 3.6 3.8 3.3 5.0 3.6 3.4
Otheritems_ . o coooooocoaoooo 3.2 2.8 2.3 2.4 2.7 4.8 53

Family of man, wife, and 2 to 4 children
Number of families...______..__._._____ 146 7 24 41 38 25 10
Total current expenditures_._.____._.. $1, 623 $933 $1,242 | $1,468 { $1,711 ] $1,960 $2, 358
Percenta,ge of expenditure for—
Allitems.. ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0
Food- - . 39.7 48.3 41.4 41.0 39.1 39.7 35.2
Housing, inc]uding fuel, light, and

refrigeration 27.5 28.3 31.4 29,2 26.8 26. 4 23.7
Other household operation 3.5 2.9 3.2 3.1 3.4 3.6 4.5
Furnishings and equipmen 3.0 .1 1.2 1.8 3.2 3.0 4.1
Clothing__._______ 9.0 6.1 7.6 9.7 8.5 9.2 11.2
Recreation______ 5.1 4.3 4.3 5.2 4.7 5.9 6.0
Transportation.. 3.7 2.8 3.1 29 4.7 2.9 57
Personal care__ 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.7 1.9 1.8 2.2
Medical care 3.5 4.9 3.7 3.0 3.4 4.0 3.8
Other items___ 3.2 .5 2.2 2.4 4.3 3.5 3.8

Variation in money disbursements—all family types

Data presented in the Tabular Summary (table 24) show the extent
to which, at each income level, the disbursements of individual families
vary from average disbursements of all families at that level.
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For each income group, the degree of variation® from family to
family in the total expenditure for food and housing (including fuel,
light, and refrigeration) is less than that in the amount spent for any
other major group of items. The variability of expenditures for
clothing, personal care, and recreation is about twice as high as that
for food and housing, with that for household operation in the same
vicinity. In most income groups the variations in expenditures for
medical care, transportation, and furnishings and equipment are more
than four times that of expenditures for food.

It is noteworthy that there is generally less variation as between
the expenditures of families at higher-income levels than at lower.’
That is, while higher incomes open a wider range of choice to families,
the families at the higher levels studied actually conform more nearly
to type than those at the lower levels, at least as regards the major
distribution of expenditures. This is especially true of expenditures
for furnishings and equipment, for clothing, and for medical care. The
very listing of items suggests the probable explanation: at the higher
income levels studied, reasonably well-balanced living is possible. A
family may, indeed, have a ‘‘pattern” of expenditure from year to
year. At the lower level any substantial expenditure for one item in
a given year must be accompanied by counter-balancing contraction
elsewhere.

The one exception to the statement that as incomes rise there is
increasing conformity to average expenditure occurs in the item of
transportation. Here the explanation is clear. At low incomes very
few families have automobiles. Variation is, therefore, figured for
these few families from the norm for the group, together with varia-
tions in expenditures for other types of transportation. In the income
groups from $1,200 to $2,400 car ownership is still exceptional, but
there are more cases that do not conform to the expenditure pattern
of the income group. In other words, variability in expenditure
pattern is greater. But above $2,400, while great differences persist,
there is somewhat less variance than at lower levels. In other words,
in connection with the item of transportation, one traces part of the
cycle of consumption of nonessentials and income in New York City:
at the lowest levels enforced conformity to the minimum of expendi-
tures for subway and bus fares; at slightly higher levels great varia-
tions from an average that may have little significance, representing
m of variation used, the coefficient of variation, expresses the dispersion about the average of
the individual items which go to make up the average. For fuller statement, see appendix A, note on table
24, p.191. Inthetextualdiscussion, the terms variation, measure of variation, degree of variation, variability,
etc., should be understood always to refer to coefficients of variation as set forth in table 24 of the Tabular
Summary.

7 In part, this is due to the fact that the income bands are proportionately wider at the lower levels.
Thus, a $2,400 income is 13 percent higher than a $2,100 income, while a $1,200 income is 33 percent higher
than one of $900. It follows, even if variations in expenditures for clothing were exclusively due to differences

in income, that in terms of percentage there would be less variation in clothing expenditures among families
of $2,100 to $2.400 than among those of $900 to $1,200.
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many cases of very small expenditures and a few cases of substantial
expenditure. Increasingly, as income rises, the expenditures of indi-
vidual families group themselves about the average.

The measures of variation for surplus and for deficit for those fami-
lies having surpluses and those families having deficits, respectively,
show the irregularity of the savings and deficits. From the sample
of white families studied in New York City it becomes apparent that
the amount of savings made or deficit incurred is dependent less upon
family income or family size or both than upon the circumstances
which the family experienced during the schedule year. It is possible
that for a larger sample of families over a wider income range, more
clear-cut relationships would appear and that the smallness of the
sample may be more responsible for these findings than the absence
of underlying tendencies.

Variation in money disbursements—families of selected types.

In general the expenditures by families of given types at each
income level are more uniform than are expenditures for all families
at that level. The greater homogeneity in needs of families of the
same composition and same income readily explains this tendency.
The trend in variability of expenditures at various income levels by
families of a given type does not, in all cases, follow the pattern for all
family types combined. Thus, whereas variability in transportation
expenditures for families of husband and wife only increase markedly
at higher income levels, probably showing the incidence of automobile
purchases and pleasure trips, the variability in expenditures for trans-
portation by families of husband, wife, and two to four children tends
to decrease at higher income levels. Expenditures for food, housing
(including fuel, light, and refrigeration) and other household operation
by husband and wife only families tend to remain about the same or
to increase slightly, as upper income levels are reached. The same is
true, in general, of families of man, wife, and one child. The families
with two to four children, however, follow the pattern for all families
in decreased variability in expenditures for food and housing at higher
income levels, but show a reverse trend in increased variability in
expenditures for household operation other than fuel, light, and
refrigeration.

The relationships in degree of variability found in expenditures for
the principal commodity groups by families of all types combined were
found to be generally the same in the expenditures by families of given
types. For example, the variability of expenditures for clothing,
personal care, and recreation were about twice as great as those for
food and housing which showed the least variation, and half as great
as those for medical care, transportation, and furnishings and equip-
ment.
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Income Levels and Planes of Living

Size and composition of family.

The amount of the family income and the number of persons in the
family are almost equally important in determining the way the in-
come is spent, and therefore it becomes of crucial importance to
understand the family types which predominate at each income level
among the families studied.®* At the lower end of the income scale
both the relatively small number of families and the relatively small
number of children in such independent families as were covered in
this study is probably due to the selective effect of relief policy.® At
the lowest income level, these independent families averaged only 2.9
persons, while families on relief averaged 4.5 persons. This emphasizes
the difficulty of supporting a family with several children in a period
when opportunities for employment are limited, and accounts in part
for the relatively small number of families in the sample with incomes
of less than $900.

In the higher-income groups the families studied were in general
maturing families in which there were few young children and an
increasing number of sons, daughters, or wives who were able to
enter the labor market. When the families studied were sorted by
family income, the number of persons over 16 years of age increases
consistently with increases in the total income. Figure 4 shows size
of family at different income levels and the consistent increase in the
number of persons 16 years of age and over with increases in income.
The change in the number of children under 16 years of age per family
is less regular. The families with incomes from $1,200 to $2,400 in-
cluded on the average one child less than 16 years old. At the lower

8 Conditions of living in the metropolitan area do not encourage large families with numbers of young
children. The number of persons per family among the white group cooperating in the investigation
averaged slightly more than three and a half (3.65). Of the 3,234 individusls included in the 897 families
for the entire year covered by the schedules, 17.9 percent were under 12 years old, and 27.7 percent were
under 18 years old. Sixty-two infants were born to the families during the year.

The 1930 census showed the median size of white families of two persons or more in New York to be 3.58
persons as compared with 4.0 persons for cities in the entire country. The proportion of the total white
population in New York City under 12 years of age in 1930 was 18.3 percent, and that under 18 years of age,
28.1 percent. TFor all urban areas in the United States the proportions were 19.2 percent and 29.7 percent,
respectively.

In 423 families covered by the study there were no children under 16 years old; 158 of these families consisted
of husband and wife only; 159 of husband, wife, and sons and daughters or other family members over 16
years old; and 106 were families not including both husband and wife. This last group is made up of a
great variety of family types; widows or widowers with children over 16 years old, and brothers and sisters
uniting their economic resources, are the most frequent.

9 If the investigation had been extended to families on relief, the average size of family would have been
somewhat larger. Inthe period covered by the schedules secured in New York City, the number of families
on the relief rolls was at its height in February 1935. Figures from the records of the Division of Social
Research of the Works Progress Administration show the number of white families including two or more

persons on relief in the city at that time to have been 242,800 or 16 percent of the number of such families
in New York in 1930. The average size of the families on the relief rolls was 4.5 persons.
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and the higher income levels, the number is smaller. (See Tabular
Summary, table 5, for data on which figure 4 is based.)

Planes of living determined by family size as well as income.

It is obvious that the plane at which a family lives is determined
quite as much by the number, age, sex, and occupation of the persons
dependent on family income as by the size of the income. Since
average size of family increases with increases in income in these two
occupational groups, it is impossible to assume that the plane of living
of the families is proportional to their incomes. An examination of
the types of families represented at each income level makes it evident
that in any one income class there were included families with very
different planes of living.

Fig.4.

SIZE OF FAMILY AMONG WAGE EARNERS
AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS
AT SUCGESSIVE INGOME LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936

WHITE FAMILIES
INCOME GLASS Nugl"ar.R OF PERSONS

ALL FAMILIES s ////////

#6004k $1 200 %

$1200 44t $1 800 %

$1800 .42+ $2400 ::-//////////,
$2400 4t $3000 %////%

$3000 a0 OVER

GAINFUL WORKERS OTHER PERSONS 16 YEARS {771 PERSONS UNDER
. m OF AGE AND OVER % 16 YEARS OF AGE

U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

For example, families with incomes ranging from $1,500 to $1,800
numbered 190, with an average income of $1,644. Among them were
26 families of husband and wife only; 34 of husband, wife, and 1 child
under 16 years of age; 17 including husband, wife, and 1 person 16
years of age or over; and 15 families of other types including 2 or 3
persons. This is a total of 92 families with not more than 3 persons
living in relative comfort at this income level. In the same income
class there were 98 families of 4 or more persons whose expenditures
were much more restricted and whose plane of living was necessarily
much lower than that of the families with only 3 members.
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Since one of the primary purposes of the investigation was to deter-
mine the kind of living available to families at different economic
levels, the detailed analysis of expenditures has been based upon a
classification which takes into account not only the total amount of
money available for family living, but also the composition of the
family for which it was spent. The process of classifying families ac-
cording to their economic level may be indicated from the case of two
families, each spending $1,450 during the schedule year. The first
family consisted of a man of 40 working as a machine operator; his wife,
38;two sons, aged 15 and 6 ; and two daughters, aged 12and8. Inaddi-
tion, the family was responsible during 6 months of the year for the
total support of the wife’s mother, who lived with the family during
half the year. This family is regarded as consisting of 6% equivalent
full-time persons in the family. The second family consists of a man
27, also a machine operator; his wife, 26; a daughter of 4 years; and an
infant son 1 year old. This is a four-person family. The first family
spent $725 and the smaller family $780 for all items other than food
and clothing. There is not enough information available on the
influence of age or sex on these general types of expenditure to improve
upon the assumption that equal expenditures are incurred for each
member of the family. The per capita expenditure per full-time
equivalent person in the first family was $112 as against $195 in the
second family for all items other than food and clothing. While the
larger family spent 7 percent less on these items than the smaller, on
a per capita basis its level was 43 percent below that of the smaller.
In the case of food, studies of customary expenditures and of dietary
needs have been made in sufficient detail to allow for the creation of
scales of expenditure for each age, sex, and activity group in terms of
the customary expenditures of an adult male employed full time.
The scales adopted in this study indicate that the first family consisted
of the equivalent of 5.5 adult males in the family for the full year.
This unit will be subsequently referred to in the present study as
“food-expenditure unit.” The second family consisted of 2.9 food-
expenditure units. The first family spent $580 per year for food, or
the equivalent of $105 per expenditure unit. The second family
spent $500, a substantially smaller proportion of its total income, but
which amounted to $172 per food-expenditure unit.

Finally, for clothing, it has been possible as a result of this study
to derive a scale of customary expenditures as related to sex, age,
and occupation. If the average expenditures of adult male wage
earners and lower-salaried clerical workers between the ages of 21 and
35, inclusive, are regarded as equivalent to one clothing-expenditure
unit, it has been found that the larger of the two families contains 4.0
clothing-expenditure units while the smaller family contains 2.6.
The first family spent $145 for clothing and the smaller family, $170,

53958°—39——3
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This was an average per clothing-expenditure unit of $36 for the first
family and $65 for the second. The economic level of the first family
has been measured by the sum of these three types of unit expendi-
ture: $105 for food, $36 for clothing, and $112 for all other items;
total for the family, $253 per expenditure unit. The smaller family,
which it will be recalled had an identical income to spend, has not been
classified with the larger family but rather with other families that had
expenditure per unit of more than $400 but less than $500. In both
cases, this means that these particular families are grouped as regards
economic level with families whose incomes may be quite different.
For example, a widow with one young child, earning $100 a month,
would be grouped with the smaller of the two families, as would also
a very large family with an income of more than $3,000.

In subsequent discussions in this bulletin, expenditures will be
analyzed by economic level. Since most discussions of expenditures
have been based upon differences in expenditure at various income
levels, it may be convenient to translate the economic levels under
discussion into equivalent total annual expenditures for the two fami-
lies described above. On the basis of the scales used in this study,
the first family is regarded as consisting of 5.7 expenditure units, while
the second family consists of 3.36 or approximately 3.4 expenditure
units. The $250 economic level for the first family implies total
annual expenditures, then, of $1,425 and the $650 level for the same
family, total expenditures of $3,705. The equivalence is shown in
table 3.

TaBLE 3.—Total expenditures of families of different size at given economic levels

Family of 5.7 | Family of3.4 | Family of 1.9
Economic level expenditure | expenditure | expenditure
units 1 units 2 units 3

Amount spent per expenditure unit:
150 $855 $510 $285
1,425 850 475
1,995 1,190 665
2, 565 1,530 855
3,135 1,870 1,045
3,70 2,210 1,235

1 Family consisted of a man, 40, working as a machine operator; his wife, 38; two sons, aged 15and 68; and
two daughters, aged 12 and 8.

2 Family consisted of a man, 27, working as a machine operator; his wife, 26; a daughter, 4 years old; and an
infant son, 1}4 years.

3 Family consisted of man, 35, working as a machine operator; his wife, 31.

The relationship between expenditures and the size and composi-
tion of families at successive income levels will be seen more clearly
from table 4, which presents data at each income level for the 897
white families covered in the investigation. The average family
expenditure at the highest income level shown is more than three

times the average family expenditure at the lowest income level, but
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the amount spent per expenditure unit at the highest income level is
not quite twice the amount at the lowest income level. (See appendix
G.)

TaBLE 4.—Average amount spent per expenditure unit per year among wage earners
and lower-salaried clerical workers at successive income levels in 1 year during the
period 1934—36

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Average
Average | 4 verage ‘3&%‘355 amount Average égl?)xl';glg
Sizeof | fotal ex- | spent for spent for amount | qneng for all
Income class famllydl.n penditure | food per food- clo{;htll?g per :Een.ttfor items per
expendi- S . clo ipg- other items
ture units | Per femily | expenditure expenditure | per person expenditure
All families ... 3.39 $1,839 $211 $66 $265 $544
Families with annual
incomes of—
$900 5o 810200777 B0l 13 168 i 204 37
0 $1,200_..__.__ 3 43 417
$1,200 to §1,500 ...... 3.08 1: 463 194 50 229 475
$1,500 to $1,800. 3.41 1,786 208 61 253 528
$1,800 to $2,100__ 3.49 2,013 223 71 281 575
$2,100 to $2,400._ 3.48 2,230 241 80 318 645
$2,400 to $2,700_.____ 4.06 2, 542 226 86 311 628
$2,700 to $3,000._.___ 4.15 2, 854 243 103 340 689
,000 and over 4. 50 3,438 274 1056 377 762

Order of Expenditures at Different Economic Levels 1

At the lower spending levels there are a certain number of small
families with very low incomes, but more large families with incomes
approaching the median. Families of these two different types are
much nearer together as far as spending patterns are concerned than
two families with the same money income, one of husband and wife
only, the other including several children.

The 59 families at the lowest expenditure level shown in table 2
of the Tabular Summary averaged almost 6 persons. Their incomes
averaged $1,206, of which $993 came from the earnings of the chief
earner in the family. They devoted 45.6 percent of their total outlay
to food and more than one-quarter (28.7 percent) to housing, fuel,
light, and refrigeration, having thus only 26 percent left for clothing,
other items of household operation, transportation, recreation, medi-
cal and personal care, and the other items which must be purchased
in an urban community. The families with unit expenditure of
$900 to $1,000 included on the average not quite 2% persons per family.
Their incomes averaged $2,165 of which $1,675 was lcontributed by
the chief earner. They spent more than 2% times as much for food
per food expenditure unit as the larger families at the lowest level,
but the outlay represented only 31.9 percent of their total expenditure.
Their expenditures for housing, fuel, light, and refrigeration amounted
to $210 per person, as compared with $62 per person at the lowest
level, but the percentage of the total devoted to housing at the highest
m Summary, tables 3 and 20.
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level was only 23.2 percent. The families at the highest level thus
had 45 percent of their total expenditures yet to look forward to after
food, housing, heat, light, and refrigeration had been cared for.

If the families at the lower level were to spend at the rate of those
at the high level of $944 per unit, they would have spent on the aver-
age $4,833 per family. From table 5 it will be seen that although
the amount spent per family slightly more than doubles from the
lowest to the highest economic level, the amounts spent per expendi-
ture unit tripled for food, increased six-fold for clothing and seven-fold
for “other items.”

TaBLE 8.— Average amount spent per expenditure unit per year among wage earners
and lower-salaried clerical workers at successive economic levels

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Average
Average Average
Average amount Average
size of ﬁ,‘t’sﬁi‘f sa'g&l}%tr spent for | amount mgggig_
Economic level family in : p clothing per | spent for lfli)
expenai, | pondiure | foodper | ® lothing. |other tems| % oS per
ture units ture unit expedllgli:;ture per person unit
Al families. ___.________ 3.39 $1, 839 $211 $66 $265 $544
Families spending per
expenditure unit per
year: .
Under $300. 5.16 1,258 118 24 101 246
to $400 420 1,471 153 39 159 348
$400 to $500. _ .. 3.75 1,684 188 51 210 451
to $600 3.38 1,850 217 68 261 554
$600t0$700_ . ______. 2. 86 1, 852 249 77 319 648
$700 to $800 2.76 2,050 278 93 370 745
$800 to $900 2.61 2,200 294 111 436 846
$900 to $1,000 2. 50 2, 360 318 114 511 944
$1,000 and over_.._. 2.16 2, 641 350 147 720 1,223

Expenditures at two economic levels.

The distribution of total family expenditures by white families
spending $200 to $300 per expenditure unit and by families spending
$900 to $1,000 per expenditure unit given below (table 6 and fig. 5)
shows the shift in consumer demand from one of the lowest planes at
which independent families were found in New York City to the highest
plane at which any considerable number of the families of the wage-
earner and clerical groups, as defined for this investigation, occurred.
The greatest shift in the purchases of the white families occurred in
the proportion of total funds spent for the purchase, operation, and
upkeep of automobiles and motorcycles, which rose from fourteenth
place at the lower expenditure level to fifth place at the higher level.
This shift was accompanied by a change in the relative importance of
expenditures for other means of transportation which dropped from
fifth place at the lower level to ninth place at the higherlevel. Expen-
ditures for personal care (barber, hairdresser, manicure, and toilet
articles and preparations) which bear a very constant relation-
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Fig.5
DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY EXPENDITURES OF WAGE
EARNERS AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS
AT TWO DIFFERENT ECONOMIC LEVELS

NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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ship to total expenditures were found to take eighth place in relative
importance among the expenditures of the white families on the lower
plane, but eleventh place on the higher.

The relatively small expenditures for formal education at the
higher expenditure level is explained by the type of families found at
this level. The families in this group averaged 2.62 persons. The
number of persons under 16 years old averaged only 0.35 per family
and the number of persons gainfully employed at some time during the
year averaged 1.51 per family.

TaBLE 6.— Expenditures of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers in rank
order at 2 different economic levels in 1 year during the period 1984-36

WHITE FAMILIES—~NEW YORK CITY

Rank order of group Percentage of total
expenditures expenditures

Groups of items Families spending per expenditure unit per year—

$200-$300 | $900-$1,000 | $200-$300 | $900-$1,000

1 1 45.8 31.9

2 2 28.7 23.2

3 3 8.2 11.4

4 4 4.6 7.0

5 8.5 3.1 3.0

6 7 3.0 3.8

Medical care. - 7 8.5 2.2 3.0

Personalecare.__..__.._.._.__. 8 11 1.8 1.9

Furnishings and equipment. 9 6 1.2 4.5

Community welfare__.___._ 10 14 .7 .8

Voeation .ol 11 12 .3 1.3
Automobile and motorcyele purchase, ope:

maintenance. ... 13.5 5 .1 4.7

Gifts and contributio: 12 10 .2 2.3

Miscellaneous. - 15 13 .2 .9

Education. 13.5 15 .1 .3

1 Including expenditures for fuel, light, and refrigeration.
Changes in Assets and Liabilities

Changes in the assets and liabilities in the year covered in the present
investigation were due in part to the general economic situation pre-
vailing at the time. The period just prior to the survey had been one
of intense anxiety during which there was no certainty as to what the
future held in store. Most low and moderate income families had
postponed, insofar as possible, all expenditures for furniture and
durable equipment. It would appear that a number of them had
managed even during the worst days of the depression to conserve
small amounts of their past savings or their current income. By 1934,
and more particularly by 1935, anxiety with reference to the future
was somewhat relieved, especially in the case of the group of families
ms of this study changes in assets and liabilities are computed on the basis of changes which
occurred as the result of the transfer of property or funds. Changes in the market value of real estate or

personal property remaining in the hands of the families studied are not included in these figures. For
more detailed explanation, see appendix A, notes on tables 2, 4, and 5. .
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covered by this investigation. Families without relatively steady
employment and families having been on relief at any time during the
year prior to the interview by the field agent were excluded from the
survey. At least one earner in every family included in this study
had had employment for the greater part of the year and it is natural
to find them buying with a certain amount of optimism to make up
for the enforced economies of the immediate past.

In the aggregate the current expenditures of the white families
studied in New York City exceeded their current incomes by $62,790,
or an average of $70 per family. (See Tabular Summary, table 4.)

The entire group reported increases in assets averaging $124 per
family, decreases in liabilities incurred before the beginning of the
schedule year averaging $17, decreases in assets averaging $131, and
increases in liabilities averaging $80.12

In considering these figures, it is important to keep in mind the
financing of the occasional large expenditure which must be made by
every family, and the general level of income among families of wage
earners and clerical workers. Half the white families studied in
New York had incomes less than $1,625, one-fourth less than $1,295.
The purchase by a family at these income levels of a new living-room
suite or an electric refrigerator for $150, for example, must inevitably
be financed in part by some means outside current income. It may
be from past savings which have been set aside for this purpose, or
from current borrowing. Using either method, the family will show
an excess of current expenditures over current income in the particular
year in which the extraordinary occasional purchase is made. There
are in addition the extraordinary and emergency expenditures which
must be financed outside current income; weddings, accidents, other
illness, funerals put a strain on the family purse, which must, in a
large majority of cases, be met by deficit financing.

Under normal circumstances it might be expected that exceptional
outlays made in any one year by some families would balance accumu-
lation made by other families, either in reducing the liabilities incurred
for the expenditures of previous years, or in anticipation of later
withdrawals from savings.

Fifty percent of the white families covered in the present survey in
New York City either just met their current expenses from income or
accumulated a surplus. Forty-six percent reported savings, and 49.9
percent a deficit. The savings reported by families having a surplus

12 The figures just cited have been computed from the families’ own statements about changes in their
assets and liabilities and do not represent a balancing difference between reported incomes and reported
current expenditures. (Seeappendix A, pp.176-178.) Most families were not able to present a statement of
total receipts and total disbursements which balanced exactly. No schedule was accepted for use from a
family which could not supply a statement of total receipts and total disbursements which balanced within
5 percent.
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averaged $136, the average deficit reported by families “going into the
red” was almost twice as much, $265.

Almost two-thirds of the deficits accumulated were met by with-
drawals from previously accumulated assets. When the families are
classified by income, it appears that aggregate savings exceeded
aggregate deficits only after family income passed $2,100. Below
that level, although some families were able to make savings, they
were more than outweighed at every income level by the larger number
having deficits at the end of the year. The average net change in
assets and liabilities for all families at the lowest income level, $500 to
$900, was a deficit of $164. This figure declined to an average deficit
of $41 in the $1,800 to $2,100 income group, changed to a surplus of
$18 in the $2,100 to $2,400 group and rose to a surplus of $264 in the
group of families with incomes of $3,600 to $3,900. The average
deficit at the lowest income level was 21 percent of family income,
whereas the average surplus at the highest income level was 6 percent.

When families are classified by the total amount spent per expendi-
ture unit,’® net deficits are found at all economic levels. The data
emphasize the fact that the economic level of a particular family in a
given year is determined not only by its current income, but also by
past savings, and ability to borrow. Families at the higher economic
levels not only have larger incomes, but tend to have greater accumu-
lations of past savings and correspondingly greater ability to borrow.
(See table 7.) Consequently it is not surprising to find in a period
when business recovery was still getting under way that families at
the highest economic levels had not only the highest average incomen
but the highest average net deficits, that is, decreases in assets and
increases in liabilities.

The average deficit reported by families spending $600 or more per
expenditure unit is more than twice as large as that reported by
families spending $400 or less. This is due in part to the very nature
of a classification of families by expenditures for goods and services,
Of two families of exactly the same composition and the same income,
the one making the larger savings will have the lower current expendi-
tures. The higher average deficit of the two groups at the higher
spending level was made possible by the greater average reserve
among families in this group. Data given in table 8 show that
families spending less than $400 per expenditure unit drew almos}
equally on previous savings and on credit to meet their deficits,
Among families spending $600 or more, withdrawals from savings werq
89 percent larger than increases in debts.

13 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as tht
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. For the purpose of the dis
cussion of changes in assets and liabilities, families have been classified at three levels according to the amount

spent per expenditure unit, as follows: Low, under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600 and over
Tables 2 and 4 of the Tabular Summary present the data in more detailed form,
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TABLE ¥7.—Percentage of families of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical
workers having surplus and deficit and net change in assets and liabilities during
the schedule year al successive economic levels

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Percentage of

families hav- Average amount of—
ing—
borof Net change in assets and
; er o et change in assets an
Economic level fam- liabilities for all families | Surplus | Deficit
ilies Net Net per per
sur- | gegoit . family | family
plus Per Per ex- | Per gain-| having | having
family penditure ful surplus | deficit

unit worker

Percent| Percent| Dollars| Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars
All families. - wecoa e 897 46.0 49.¢ 70 —21 —43 136 265

Families spending per ex-
penditure unit per year:

Under $400 194 46.4 45.9 —42 -8 —25 90 183
$400 to $600_ . _ 331 45.6 50.5 —64 —18 —38 123 239
$600 and over._.. 372 46.2 51.6 —89 —33 —58 171 325

Installment purchases were responsible for a relatively small pro-
portion of the increases in liabilities of the families having deficits.
(See table 8.) On the average, for all families, liabilities for the year’s
period were increased $3 by purchases of automobiles on the install-
ment plan, and $11 by purchases of other goods by this method. It
is of considerable interest, however, to observe that average increases
in liabilities due to installment purchases were twice as great as
decreases in liabilities of previous years due to the repayment of sums
due on goods purchased by installments.

TaBLE 8.—Changes in assets and liabilities of families of wage earners and lower-
salaried clerical workers during the schedule year at successive economic levels

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Average Average
decreases in increases in
amounts due on Ao | Avyer- | 8MouUNts due on
Number Average | Average | goods purchased age de- | age in- goods purchased
Economic level of fami. | iDcreases/decreases| on installment | oo oo | cronces | on installment
les in in liabil- plan! in in lia- plan!
assets || itlest | assets ! bilities !
Auto- | Other Auto- | Other
mobiles | goods mobiles | goods
All families_ ... ...... 897 $124 $17 $1 $6 $131 $80 $3 $11
Families spending per
expenditure unit per
194 94 10 0 5 75 72 0 5
331 18 1] 5 128 717 1 11
372 142 20 2 6 164 87 7 13

1 Averages computed by dividing the total number of families at each expenditure level into the aggregate
increases or decreases of the families reporting such increases or decreases.

At the lowest economic level, the most frequently specified source
of nonincome funds was money borrowed from individuals, while
surrender of insurance policies and withdrawals from savings accounts
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came next. At the highest economic level, the nonincome funds re-
ported by the largest number of families were withdrawals from
savings accounts, with borrowing from individuals coming second,
net increase in installment-account obligations third, surrender of
insurance policies fourth, and increase in debts to small-loan companies
fifth. Money owed for “other debts,” which consist of several com-
ponents such as charge accounts, grocery bills, doctor’s bills, ete.,
was excluded in making this comparison. (See Tabular Summary,
table 4, the group spending less than $300 and that spending $800 or
over per expenditure unit.)

On the other side of the balance sheet, families at the lowest
economic level who were able to make savings reported payment of
premiums on life-insurance policies far more frequently than any other
item.* Indeed, at every economic level studied, payment of life-
insurance premiums constituted the outstanding form of saving. It
accounted for 87 percent of total savings at the lowest economic level,
and 61 percent at the highest level. The second most frequently
reported type of savings by families at the lowest level was payment
of installment accounts established prior to the schedule year, for
purchases of furniture and all other goods except automobiles. Only
three families (constituting 5 percent of all the families in the group)
reported this last item, and other savings were small in amount for a
wide variety of purposes.

At the highest economic level, the savings item reported most
frequently next to life insurance was an increase in savings-bank
accounts, reported by 20 percent of the families at this level, while
thie third item, payment on installment accounts for goods purchased
prior to the schedule year, was reported by only 8 percent; 2 percent
were paying installments due on automobiles, and 6 percent on furni-
ture and other goods.

14 In a study carried on by the Bureau of Labor Statistics just prior to the initiation of this investigation
the schedule provided for securing information on the type of insurance covered by the premiums reported,
It was found that very frequently informants were unable to provide the information and the question was
not included in the present schedule. It is, therefore, impossible to estimate how much of the amount paid
in life-insurance premiums represents savings and how much was paid for life insurance during the schedule
year.
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Chapter 2

Expenditures for Specified Goods
Food

Annual food expenditures.

The total amount spent for food per food-expenditure unit increased
markedly with rise in economic level. As shown in table 5, families
spending $1,000 and over per expenditure unit for all kinds of con-
sumers’ goods spend almost three times as much for food per food-
expenditure unit as families spending less than $300 per expenditure
unit for all items.

In contrast to the increase in food expenditure per food-expendi-
ture unit, the percentage of total expenditure allotted to food by
families studied in 1934-36 declined rapidly with increase in economic
level. The proportion of total expenditures devoted to purchases of
food at the lowest economic level was 45.6 percent and at the highest
was 27.1 percent. In terms of actual dollars spent, however, the
average food expenditure per family was 25.1 percent higher at the
upper level than at the lower level, where the average annual expendi-
ture per family was $573. The larger expenditure per family at the
higher economic levels combined with the smaller average size of
family results in diets considerably more varied and higher in nutri-
tive content as the economic level of the families rises.

The increasing tendency among American families to eat away
from home was found to be characteristic of these New York City
families, particularly at the higher expenditure levels. Of each dollar
spent for food only 78 cents at the highest economic level was used to
purchase food to be prepared at home, while 91 cents at the lowest
economic level was so spent. At each level, meals bought and eaten
at work constituted the largest expenditure for food bought and eaten
away from home. The average expenditure per family for this pur-
pose was approximately three times as great at the highest economic
level as at the lowest, where lunches consumed at work were frequently
put up at home and carried to shop or factory. (See Tabular Sum-

mary, table 8.)
33
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Food expenditures in 1 week of the winter quarter.

Data on 194 separate foods purchased during 1 week in the winter
quarter ! confirm the customary belief that not only is there a marked
increase in average food expenditure with rise in economic level, but
that the types and quantities of foods purchased are distinctly different
at the various levels. The figures on the details of food purchases
have been summarized to show average purchases by families at three
different economic levels, those spending for all goods and services
less than $400 per expenditure unit per year, those spending $400 to
$600, and those spending $600 or more.

A comparison of the amounts spent for food per capita ? per week
by families at these three expenditure levels shows the total expendi-
ture at the highest level to be more than twice that at the lowest level.
Families at the lowest level devoted a larger proportion of their total
food expenditures to grain and milk products, and a lower proportion
to meat and to miscellaneous foods. The differences in relative ex-
penditures for milk, meat, and miscellaneous items are in part ac-
counted for by the much larger proportion of children under 16 years
of age at the lowest economic level than at the highest. (See Tabular
Summary, table 2; and text table 9.)

The largest average expenditures per person for any individual
item of food was for milk. Milk was also the item reported purchased
by the largest number of families. In the upper and middle expendi-
ture groups milk purchases were from 20 to 24 percent greater than in
the lowest group. White bread and potatoes come next in order of
frequency of purchase. However, the average quantity purchased
per person of both these items declined with rise in economic level.
On the other hand the quantity of butter, of lean meats, poultry, and
seafood, of green and leafy vegetables, and of citrus fruits purchased per
capita increased markedly with increases in the total amount spent per
expenditure unit. The quantity of meat purchased per capita at the

1 In order to avoid overburdening the housewives cooperating in the investigation, the schedule was not
planned with a view to obtaining estimates of the annual consumption of individual foods. The section on
the details of food purchases provided for a summary of annual food expenditures and for the details of food
purchases and consumption only during the week prior to the visit of the field agent. Since the figures on
average amounts purchased and consumed were in the great majority of cases identical, data on quantities
of foods purchased only are presented here. Data on number of families using are prosented here to give a
more complete picture. (See Tabular Summary, table 7.)

2 Since human needs for and customary consumption of foods of different types vary considerably for per-
sons of different age and sex, it is impossible to compute any single measure of family size which will be
appropriate for comparing the consumption of specific foods from one family to another. Children’s need
for milk is approximately twice as great as that of adults, while the need of heat-producing foods (starches
and sugars) for adults is about twice as great as that of children, Children’s consumption of meat varies
from that of adults at a still different rate. In order to secure figures on quantities of individual foods pur-
chased and on expenditures for individual foods which would provide a reasonably satisfactory basis for
comparison and yet not present a misleading appearance of refinement, data on family purchases of indi-
vidual foods have been converted to a per capita basis,
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Fig.6
*” FOOD EXPENDITURES OF WAGE EARNERS
AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT
SUCCESSIVE ECONOMIC LEVELS
WINTER QUARTER
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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highest economic level was more than double that at the lowest level
shown; the quantity of green and leafy vegetables, and grapefruit,
oranges, and lemons, more than 2% times greater.

Even a preliminary review of the figures shows that the diets of
the families at the highest economic level have on the average a con-
siderably higher nutritive content than those at the lowest economic
level shown. The quantities purchased per capita of foods rich in
minerals and vitamins essential to growth and the maintenance of
health are appreciably greater among the families at the higher levels
of spending and show that as family resources increased, these New
York workers were buying diets more nearly meeting nutritional needs
of their families.

An estimate of the proportion of families spending enough to buy an
adequate diet at each of these three economic levels shows a striking
progression from the families spending less than $400 per expenditure
unit to those spending $600 or more. The proportion rises from 50
percent at the lowest level to 94.7 percent at the intermediate level,
and 99.7 percent at the highest level.?

Fig.7
PROPORTION OF FAMILIES OF WAGE EARNERS AND
LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT SUCCESSIVE
ECONOMIC LEVELS SPENDING ENOUGH TO PURCHASE
AN ADEQUATE DIET AT MINIMUM COST
NEW YORK CITY, 1934~1936

WHITE FAMILIES
ECONOMIC LEVELS PERCENT

AMOUNT SPENT PER
Exeenoirure vwir 3 2 20 40 60 80 100

ALL FAMILIES

UNDER $400
$400 448 $600

$600 a0 OVER

NOTE — 718 Adeguote Diet At Minimum Cost of the United States Bureou of Home
Economics Was Used as the Basis for these Computations

U. S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

3 For the purposes of this estimate the size of each family was measured in adequate-food-cost units based
on the United States Bureau of Home Economics’ adequate diet at minimum cost. (See Stiebeling, H. K.,
and Ward, M. M.: Diets at four levels of nutritive content and cost. U. 8. Department of Agriculture
Circular No. 206. Washington, 1933.) Average food expenditures per adequate-food-cost unit were also
calculated for each family. These expenditures were compared with the calculated cost of this same diet
for & man at moderate work, which was taken as a unit in the adequate-food-cost scale. The prices used
in this calculation were the average prices collected by the Bureau of Labor Statistics for its food-cost indexes,
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In making these estimates, the cost of an adequate diet was calcu-
lated on the basis of average prices. It is, of course, possible to shop
with care and buy at lower prices than these. A judicious selection of
in-season fruits and vegetables and fish will lower the cost, but, on the
other hand, to secure an adequate diet at the calculated cost requires
extremely careful planning and food-consumption habits which follow
nutritional needs very closely. The figures furnigh, therefore, the basis
for an estimate of the proportion of families spending enough to
secure nutritionally adequate food (fig. 7); they do not, however,
furnish information as to the proportion of families actually attaining
adequate diets.

TaABLE 9.—Per capita expenditures for food among wage earners and lower-salaried
clerical workers at successive economic levels
WHITE FAMILIES—~NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Average per capita expenditure in 1 week in the
winter quarter

Families spending per expenditure

Item unit per year for all goods and
services
Allfamilies
$600 and
‘Under $400 | $400 to $600 over
Number of families furnishing data on food purchased
in winter quarter. ... e 356 75 148 133
Total expenditure for—
All 0088 - -« oo ccaeean $3.29 $2.13 $3.19 $4.63
Grain products 49 37 .49 61
%s ......... 19 13 Y 26
ilk, cheese, 46 38 .47 52
Butter and cream__ 19 .12 .18 27
Otherfats _______ . .. ____._______ 09 .06 .09 13
Meat, poultry, fish, and other seafood.. .89 .49 .85 1.35
Vegetables and fruits.. ... __.____________ .66 .42 .66 .93
Sugarsandsweets_..__.___ ... ... .08 .05 .08 .12
Miscellaneous foods. ... .24 .12 .20 .44
Percentage
100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0
14.9 17.4 15.4 13.2
5.8 6.1 5.3 5.6
14.0 17.9 4.7 11.2
5.8 5.6 5.6 5.8
2.7 2.3 2.8 2.8
Meat, poultry, fish, and other seafood_. 27.0 23.0 26.7 29.2
Vegetables and fruits_.........__..__ 20.1 19.8 20.7 20.1
Sugars and sweets..._ 2.4 2.3 2.5 2.6
Miscellaneous f00ds. .« occoomoamncimaan 7.3 5.6 6.3 9.5
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Housing
Housing facilities.

Of the 897 white families cooperating in the investigation, 787
lived in rented dwellings at the end of the schedule year, and 635
lived in buildings housing three or more families.

Figures on the number of rooms in the dwelling unit and the
number of persons in the household sharing such rooms (table 10)
show that on the average it was not until families spent $400 to $500
per expenditure unit * that they had one room or more per person,
the rough standard usually accepted in the United States as indicating
the minimum of necessary space.® It is significant that among the
home owners the average of one room or more per person was achieved
at the $300 to $400 level. Even though the home owners had larger
families than the renters, their houses were enough larger to more
than make up for their large numbers of children. Among renters
of unheated apartments this standard of one room or more per person
was reached at the $400 to $500 level, and among renters of heated
apartments not until the $500 to $600 level.

¢ For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the case of housing data, the
lowest level distinguished includes families spending under $300 per expenditure unit; the highest includes
families spending and over. o L

§ See appendix A, p. 185, for definition of a room as used in this investigation.

TaBLE 10.— Number of persons! per room among wage earners and lower-salaried
clerical workers at successive economic levels

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Home owners Renters of heated apart- | Renters of ﬁengf;ted apart-
Economic level | Average) Average Average | Average Average Average| Average Average Average
number xg‘lmlgf_r number | number Iz‘}mgff number | number %?mg? number
of rooms sonls) Ta | of per- fofrooms| & ong T | of per- fof rooms | © onls) T | of per-
in dwell-| house- | S01S per in dwell- house- | 5018 per in dwell- house- | SOBS per
ing unit hold room |ingunit hold room |ingunit hold room
Families spending
per expenditure
unit per year:
Under $300..__ 6.25 7.26 | 1.16 4.29 5.17 12 4.10 5.72 1.40
$300 to $400. __. 5.83 5.11 .88 4.27 4.72 1.1l 4.37 4. 61 1.056
$400 to $500._._ 6.05 4.73 .78 4.21 4.23 1.00 4.27 3.74 .88
$500 to $600 5.01 4.73 .80 3.96 3.74 .94 4.35 3.29 .76
$600 to $700_ ... 5. 94 3.79 .64 3.90 3.1 .80 4. 59 3.20 .70
$700 to $800.. . 5. 54 2.99 .54 4.02 3.21 80 4.68 2.77 .59
$800 and over- . 6.14 3.05 .50 3.60 2.56 71 4. 60 2.38 .51

1 The number of persons on which figures in this table are based is the average number of members of the
household for a year, and crowding may have been greater or less than the figures indicate at a specific time.
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There were a few families with as many as 2 persons to each room,
but the highest average for dny group was the average of 1.4 persons
per room among renters of unheated apartments at the lowest eco-
nomic level. The lowest average was 0.5 persons per room among
home owners at the highest economic level.® The premium on space
in New York with the resultant curtailment of children’s play and
adults’ hobbies is shown by the fact that only 10 percent of the renting
group reported that their housing arrangements included any play
space and that less than 8 percent reported garden space.

The proportion of very old buildings among those rented by the
families studied may be judged by the fact that 24 percent (190) were
without hot air, hot water, or steam heat, and had to depend on
stoves for warmth in winter. Seven families had no toilet within the
dwelling, and 78 shared the use of a toilet with another family. All
these families had running water in their dwellings, but 45 lacked the
facilities needed to give them hot water from kitchen or bathroom
taps. Approximately nine-tenths of the renters had bathrooms within
the dwelling unit. All but two families had electricity for lighting
but 16 had neither gas nor electricity for cooking and had to depend
on coal or kerosene.

The dwellings occupied by the home-owning families were on the
average larger and better equipped than those occupied by the renters.
When the average expenditures of home-owning families for fuel, light,
and refrigeration are added to the average estimated rental value of the
owned homes, the total amounts to $660, a substantially larger sum
than the equivalent figure for renting families, Only 11 percent of
the owned homes were without central heat, less than 4 percent with-
out hot running water; all had flush toilets within the dwelling, and
all but one family had bathrooms and sole use of the toilet. Four per-
cent were without gas or electricity for cooking. About one-third of
them had telephones and one-half had a garage. Two-thirds reported
having garden space, and two-fifths reported play space. The effec-
tiveness of New York City tenement house legislation is attested by
the fact that almost 100 percent of the families had inside flush toilets
(seven renters had only outside flush toilets), the presence of inside
running water in all dwellings, and the use of electric lights by all but
two white families surveyed. Differences in adequacy of housing
facilities of families at lower as compared with those at higher eco-
nomic levels is, however, marked with respect to such items as electrie
or other automatic refrigerators. Only one-eighth of the renters and
the home owners at the lowest economic level had mechanical refrig-
eration as compared with two-thirds of the renters and over half the
home owners at the highest economic level. None of the families at

¢ The difficulties involved in securing data on size of rooms made it seem inadvisable to include instruc-
tions for obtaining such measurements on the schedule used in the present investigations. Questions about
window space and sunlight were omitted for the same reason.

53958°—39——4
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the lowest economic level had telephones, but one-fourth of the renters
and one-third of the home owners at the highest economic level had
telephone service in their homes. The proportion of families having
central heating among renters was smallest at the lowest economic
level and increased regularly, with one exception at the $700 to $800
level, up to the group spending at the highest level, namely $800 and
over per expenditure unit. Almost all of the home owners at the lower
levels, and all but one of those at the highest levels, had central heat-
ing. The combination of inside flush toilet, running hot water, electric
lights, and gas or electricity for cooking was reported by a steadily
increasing proportion of renters from the lowest through the highest
economic level distinguished and by all but seven of the home owners,
these seven cases being scattered among families classified at four
different economic levels. Further description of the housing facilities
enjoyed by New York white families studied are found in table 9 of
the Tabular Summary,

Housing expenditures.®

Percentage of total expenditures.—As already mentioned when fami-
lies are classified according to economic level, the proportion of total
expenditures devoted to housing and fuel, light, and refrigeration
combined shows a tendency to decline slightly with increasing eco-
nomic level. Thus white families spending less than $300 per expend-
iture unit per year in New York devoted 28.7 percent of total
expenditure to these two items; in the group spending $500 to $600 per
expenditure unit the percentage had declined to 25.6 percent; and
among those families spending $1,000 or over per expenditure unit the
percentage had dropped to 22.5 percent of the total. (See Tabular
Summary, table 3.)

Home owners.—Among the home owners, the estimated equity in
owned homes ranged from $113 in the group spending $800 and over
per expenditure unit per year to $203 in the group spending from
$500 to $600 per expenditure unit. This income ““in kind’’ received
from the use of the house for the year is the difference between the aver-
age estimated annual rental value of the house and the average amount
of current expenditures actually paid out during the year for the family
dwelling. Payment on principal of mortgage or a down payment on
purchase of a house are not included as current expenditu re for housing
but as investment, an addition to assets. Similarly expense for per-
manent improvements to a home, such as construction of an enclosed
porch, on a house which had not had an enclosed porch before, has
been treated as investment. The average amount paid by home-
owning families during the year for investment in owned principal
home showed no regular relationship to the level of current expendi-
tures. This is partly explained by the small number of home owners,

@ 8ee Tabular Summary, p. 10.
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only 39 out of the total of 109, who made any improvements in their
homes or reduced the principal during the course of the year.

The two families investing the largest and the smallest amounts in
their homes occur at the lowest level of current expenditures. One
family in this group invested $15 in permanent improvements on
owned home; another, a family of father and mother and eight children
with a total income of $1,948, spent $459 for improvements on their
home. This enterprising family estimated the annual rental value of
its house at $360. Its expenditures for upkeep of the dwelling ($120
for taxes and $135 for interest on the mortgage) would indicate that
the income ““in kind” which it received from the use of the house for
the year must have totaled only about $105.

On the other hand, current expenditures for housing by home owners
increased notably from lower to higher economic levels. Of current
housing expenditures by home owners the greatest item was interest on
mortgage; the second, taxes; and the third, repairs and replacements.
Interest on mortgage took an average of $77 for families at the lowest
level and almost twice that amount at the highest level. Taxes took
an average of $93 for home owners spending under $300 per expend-
iture unit per year, increasing irregularly to $140 for the group spending
$800 and over per year. Repairs and replacements increased from $25
for the group at the lowest level to $128 for the group at the highest
level. Fire insurance premium payments increased irregularly from
an average of $5 to $13 among the group spending from $600 to $700
per expenditure unit per year. Liability insurance premiums were
paid by a few families owning two-family or multiple-family dwellings
and renting portions thereof to tenants.” The average number of
rooms per dwelling averaged approximatey six for home owners at all
econoinic levels.

Renters.—Rents paid by white families who rented their homes for
12 months showed a fairly wide range. Among 749 renters of apart-
ments in two-family houses or multiple dwellings, the concentration
was in the $20 to $40 monthly-rent range, with somewhat more of
them paying $30 to $40 than $20 to $30. These two rental groups
accounted for over two-thirds of all apartment renters studied in
New York City. As many as 8 percent, however, were paying from
$15 to $20 and 2 percent paid rents of less than $15. At the higher
rental ranges, there were 16 percent of the families paying between
$40 and $50 and 5 percent paid more than $50 per month. Renters
of apartments with heat included in rent paid an average rental rate
of $31 per month at the level spending under $300 per expenditure

7 Figures from such families were included in the investigation only when all the expenditures for the
building could be allocated to each dwelling unit. Only that portion of the expenditure chargeable to the
unit occupied by the scheduled family was treated as housing expenditure. Expenses for units rented to
tenants were deducted from gross rents received fo arrive at net rents, which were included with family
income.
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unit per year, the rate increasing to $40 in the group spending $800
and over per expenditure unit. For this expenditure they occupied
apartments averaging slightly over four rooms at the three lowest
economic levels and four rooms or slightly less at the four highest
economic levels distinguished. As would be expected, renters of
apartments with heat not included in rent averaged lower rentals at
each economic level than was the case with renters of heated apart-
ments. The families spending under $300 per expenditure unit per
year for all items paid on the average $19 per month for unheated
flats. The average rental figure increased slightly at each successive
level to a high of $25 in the group spending $700 to $800 per expendi-
ture unit. Renters of such flats paid for repairs more frequently
than did renters of heated apartments. Such expenses were incurred
at every economic level.

Secondary housing.—None of the New York City white families
studied paid room rent for children away at school, but 125 incurred
expense for rent on vacation or trips, with a very marked increase in
the proportion of such families spending for travel with increases in
economic level. The average amounts spent for rent on vacation or
trips also increased, with one exception, from lower to higher economic
levels with an average expenditure of $34 being reached for the families
at the highest level taking such trips. Five families scattered from
the lowest to the highest economic levels owned vacation homes and
spent money for them during the year.

Ezxpenditures for fuel, light, and refrigeration.—Since so many New
York families live in heated apartments the item of fuel, light, and
refrigeration when presented as an average for all families is somewhat
lower than that found in many other cities, varying from $85 for
families spending from $500 to $600 per expenditure unit to $94 for
families spending from $700 to $800. The irregularity of the expend-
iture at different economic levels is a reflection not so much of differ-
ences in amount of fuel, light, and power consumed as of differences
in arrangement for paying for heat, whether with rent or separately
from rent. The item which shows the most marked increase from low
to high economic levels is electricity, for which families spending under
$300 per expenditure unit per year paid on the average $25, while
those spending $800 and over per expenditure unit paid $35. For
some of the families having electric refrigerators, expenditures for
electricity covered current for refrigeration. For a small group
refrigeration was included in rent. (See Tabular Summary, table 11.)

A more realistic picture of expenditures for fuel, light, and refrigera-
tion is secured when the families studied are grouped according to
whether they lived in houses (either owned or rented) and made pay-
ments for heat separately from rent, or in apartments with heat
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included in rent, or in apartments with heat not included in rent.
The level of expenditure for fuel, light, and refrigeration decreased for
each of the three groups just distinguished, in the order named, with
families living in houses spending from 47 to 58 percent more than
families living in apartments with heat not included in rent and more
than twice as much as families living in apartments not making pay-
ments for heat separately from rent. The larger expenditures by
the families living in houses are in part accounted for by the fact
that the houses were on the average one-third larger than the
apartments.

When families in each of the three groups distinguished above are
further subdivided according to economic level, expenditures for elec-
tricity are shown to be higher at the higher economic levels strikingly
in the case of house dwellers, less strikingly in the case of families in
apartments with heat not furnished with rent, and only irregularly in
the case of families living in apartments paying for heat with rent.
For those living in apartments where heat was furnished by the land-
lord, expenditures for gas remained relatively stable in the neighbor-
hood of $23 per family per year. Families in apartments where heat
was not furnished with rent, when classified by economic level, re-
ported annual expenditures for gas of $22 at the lowest economic
level, while at the highest levels distinguished, annual expenditures
for gas averaged $28. Gas expenditures by families living in houses
likewise showed an irregular tendency to increase with increasing
economic level, the high point being reached with average expendi-
tures of $40 per year for this item by families in the group spending
$500 to $600 per expenditure unit per year for all items.

Expenditures for anthracite, the principal heating fuel purchased
by families in New York, showed an irregular tendency to increase
with economic level; house dwellers spent from $58 to $76 for this
item, and renters of unheated apartments from $25 to $39. Expend-
itures for ice in all three of the housing groups distinguished showed
no clear tendency to vary with economic level, and averaged from $10
to $20 per year.

Other items of household operation.—Expenses for items of household
operation other than fuel, light, and refrigeration include water rent,
telephone, domestic service, laundry sent out, and similar items.
Expenditures for these things were definitely larger at the higher
economic levels, representing an annual expenditure of $38 among
families spending under $300 per expenditure unit per year for all
items and $106 at the level spending $800 and over. The chief items
in this increasing expense were those for laundry sent out which
increased from $12 at the lowest economic level distinguished to $42
at the highest level; telephone, which increased markedly from lower
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to higher economic levels; and part-time domestic service. For the
latter item no expenditure was made at the lowest economic level but
the families at the highest economic level spent, on the average, $12
per year. (See Tabular Summary, table 12.)

Furnishings and Equipment

Expenditures for furnishings and equipment showed a marked
variation with economic level.® This type of expenditure, except for
the few families just setting up housekeeping, represented additions
to or replacement of rugs, curtains, dishes, silverware, furniture, and
miscellaneous equipment. At the lowest economic level distinguished
in the detailed tabulation for furnishings and equipment, only $17
per year was spent for all such items, whereas families spending $600
and over per expenditure unit allocated $69 per year to purchases of
furnishings and equipment. At the lower economic levels, the rela-
tively greater urgency of the family demand for other items in the
budget made it necessary to postpone replacements for a longer period
of time and to make fewer and less expensive additions to household
equipment. The items purchased by the largest portion of families
at the lowest economic level were fundamentals of household equip-
ment, electric light bulbs, brooms, brushes and mops, cotton towels,
glassware, curtains and draperies, pots, pans and cutlery, and felt
base floor coverings. At the highest economic level, the items pur-
chased by the largest proportion of families included these same items,
bulbs, brooms, brushes, and mops, but also included curtains, draper-
ies, and sheets. Families at the highest level bought carpets or rugs
relatively much more frequently than did families at the lowest level,
and the same was true for living-room furniture suites, davenports,
dressers, tables, and other pieces of furniture.

Of the various groups of expenditures coming under the general
heading of expense for furnishings and equipment, expenditures for
furniture increased most markedly from low to high economic levels,
as indicated in table 11. When the average expenditure per family
for living room suites is computed for those families buying living
room suites, it appears that one family among the 194 families spend-
ing less than $400 per expenditure unit for all items spent $136
for furniture of this sort, 11 families out of the 331 spending $400 to
$600 averaged $118, and 16 families out of the 372 spending more than
$600 per expenditure unit spent an average of $165.

8 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic Ievels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the analysis of expenditures
for furnishings and equipment families have been classified at three levels according to the amount spent

per expenditure unit, as follows; Low, under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600 and over. (See
Tabular Summary, table 18.)
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TaBLE 11.— Average expenditures for furnishings and equipment among wage
earners and lower-salaried clerical workers at successive economic levels in 1 year
during the period 1934-36

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Families spending per expenditure
unit—

Item

Under $400 to $600 and
$400 $600 over

Number of familiesinsurvey. ... _______________________.________ 194 331 372

Dollars Dollars Dollars
17.06 39.77 69.08

Furniture. ...l . 4.08 13.09 26.14
Textilefurnishings. ... ______ ... - 6.89 12.85 19.11
Silver, china, and glassware -- .47 17 111
Electricalequipment____.._______. _______.____ 2.99 7.78 12.80
Miscellaneousequipment.__.________________________________.___ 2.63 5.28 9.92
Percent Percent Percent
Total expenditure for furnishings and equipment_______..__________ 100.0 100.0 100.0
Furniture - 23.9 32.9 37.8
Textilefurnishings .. _____ - 40.4 32.3 27.7
Silver, china, and glassware. - 2.8 19 1.6
Electrical equipment______ - 17.5 19.6 18.5
Miscellsneous equipment - 15. 4 13.3 14.4

Expenditures for textile furnishings were three times as high among
families at the highest economic level as among those at the lowest.
They did not, however, increase as rapidly as total expenditures for
all furniture and equipment and assumed a relatively smaller place in
the expenditure pattern at the highest than at the lowest level.

Expenditures for carpets and rugs increased sharply from the low
to the higher economic levels, averaging only 30 cents for all families
spending under $400 per expenditure unit as against over $4 for all
families spending over $600 per expenditure unit. When these
averages are converted to averages per family buying carpets or rugs,
we find that 7 families at the lowest level averaged $9 for rugs and
carpets whereas 63 families at the highest level averaged $26. On
the other hand, for felt base floor coverings the average expenditure
for families at the lowest economic level was a little over $1, whereas
that for families at the highest economic level was almost $2. When
these averages arg converted to averages per family purchasing felt
base floor covering, it appears that 32 families spending under $400
per expenditure unit spent an average of $7 for felt base coverings,
while 73 families spending $600 and over per expenditure unit averaged
$9 for this item. Thus for the more strictly utilitarian type of floor
covering there appears much less difference in expenditure at various
economic levels than was the case with rugs and carpets of other
types.

After electric light bulbs, the most frequently purchased items of
electrical equipment at the lowest economic level were electric irons,
purchased by 10 families, and lamps purchased by 4. Of the families
at the highest economic level, 46 families purchased lamps, 32 pur-
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chased irons, 18 bought electric refrigerators, and 16 purchased

toasters.
Clothing

Total expenditure per family for clothing.

Expenditures for clothing are among the most elastic in the family
budget. With increase in economic resources among the families
of these two occupation groups, more and more of the family funds
go to solve the problem of what to wear. In spite of the fact that the
average number of persons per family is 43.3 percent smaller at the
highest than at the lowest expenditure level for which detailed clothing
expenditures have been computed, average clothing expenditures per
family at the highest level are double those at the lowest.? Total
expenditures for clothing by families spending under $400 per expendi-
ture unit per year for all items averaged $128, rose to $191 for the
group spending $400 to $600, and reached a high of $251 for families
spending $600 and over per expenditure unit per year.

The universality of the custom of buying clothes ready to wear is
indicated by the overwhelming proportion of total clothing expendi-
tures going to purchase of ready-made clothing, dry cleaning, and
accessories. Expenditures for yard goods and findings used for sew-
ing garments at home averaged $2 per family at the lowest economic
level, $5 at the next level, and $4 at the highest economic level.
Expenditures for paid help for sewing were reported by only 21
families.

Among families of wage earners and clerical workers the custom of
exchanging gifts of clothing at Christmas or birthdays or other
special occasions is quite extensive. Such gifts paid for from family
funds and exchanged within the economic family were not recorded
as gifts, but simply as clothing expenses of the family. If, however,
gifts were received from persons outside the family circle, an attempt
was made to ascertain their value. Sixty percent of the families at
the lowest economic level, 56 percent of the families spending $400
to $600 per expenditure unit received clothing gifts, and 51 percent
of the families at the highest economic level reported receiving such
gifts. The values as reported averaged from $4 to $6 for all families
at different economic levels, but as a large proportion of the families
receiving gifts could not estimate the value of the items received,
these figures do not give a complete account of the value of gifts of
clothing.

Clothing expenditures for men and boys.

The men and boys aged 18 years and over in the white families in
New York purchased, or their wives purchased for them, clothing of

9 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the analysis of clothing
expenditures families have been classified at three levels according to the amount spent per expenditure
unit, as follows: Low,under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600and over. (See Tabular Summary,
table 17.)
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an average annual value of $27 per person at the lowest economic
level shown for the detailed clothing tabulation, $46 per person at the
next level, and $82 at the highest level shown. At the lowest economic
level, annual clothing expenditures for boys were not very much
smaller than for men. Indeed, the average for boys 12 through 17
years old was $2 more, $29, and that for boys aged 6 through 11, only
$4 less, $23. Apparently at these age groups, the hazards to which
the boys’ clothes are subjected make up for the slightly lower cost
per article. For little boys aged 2 through 5, clothes at the lowest
economic level averaged somewhat less, only $15 per year. At the
intermediate level, clothing expenditures for boys aged 12 through 17
were again approximately the same as those for their elders, $47,
but those for the two groups younger were distinctly less, $35 and $22.
The pattern at the highest economic level for which separate figures
are available is similar to that at the intermediate level: the average
expenditure for boys 12 through 17 years old was $81; for those 6
through 11 years old, $51; and for those 2 through 5 years old, $40.

TasLe 12.— Distribution of annual clothing expenditures for individuals in families
at successive economic levels

MEN AND BOYS
WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Clothing expenditures per person in—
Families spending per Families spending per
expenditure unit per expenditure unit per
Sex, age group, and type of clothing | ay) year— Al year—
families families
Under | $400 to giog Under | $400 to i?xog
$400 $600 over $400 $600 over
Men and boys 18 and over: Percenl| Percenl) Percent| Percenl
Headwear $1.28 | $2.31 $3.82 4.8 4.8 5. 4.
Outerwear. .. 11.86 | 22.18 | 42.08 49.4 4.5 48.0 51.2
Underwear. . 2.13 3.43 5. 7.2 8.0 7.4 6.9
Footwear_____.____._.__._. 8.44 | 1181 18.76 24.6 31.6 25.6 22.8
Miscellaneous items 2.95 6.47 | 11.89 14.0 1.1 14.0 14.5
Totalea oo . 26.66 | 46.20| 82.20 | 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0 100.0
Boys 12 through 17:
eadwear_ _____ .. ______________ .83 .46 .93 1. 50 L9 1.6 2.0 1.9
Outerwear.__ .- 22.67 | 13.89 ] 23.90| 43.24 50.7 47.9 50.6 53.6
Underwesar. _ I 2.95 1.91 3.25 5.07 6.6 6.6 6.9 6.3
Footwear______.____ 15.14 | 11.19} 15.84 | 23.84 33.8 38.6 33.5 20.6
Miscellaneous items._. 3.12 1.53 3.32 6.92 7.0 5.3 7.0 8.6
Total.____ ... 44.71 ) 28.98 1 47.24 | 80.57 100.0 | 100.0{ 100.0 100.0
Boys 6 through 11:
Headwear. .. 61 34 .76 1.00 1.9 15 2.1 2.0
8.16 14.28 | 22.25 40.0 36.3 40.3 44.0
1.72 2.96 4.48 8.3 7.6 8.4 8.9
11.57 | 15.55 | 20.14 45.2 51.4 43.9 39.8
72 1.87 2.66 4.6 3.2 5.3 5.3
22.51 f 35.42] 50.53 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
15 .21 .44 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1
4.78 8.20 | 15.96 36.6 32.0 37.5 39.8
1.565 2.31 4.55 10.7 10. 4 10.6 11.3
8.07 10. 41 16. 14 47.0 53.9 47.6 40.3
41 .7 3.02 4.7 2.7 3.3 7.5
14.96 | 21.84 ; 40.11{ 100.0 | 100.0{ 100.0 100.0
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When the clothing expenditures of the men and boys are sum-
marized according to expenditures for headwear, outerwear and
underwear, footwear, and miscellaneous items, it appears that for the
group as a whole outerwear (coats, suits, and shirts) and footwear
absorbed from 74 to 85 percent of the total clothing expenditure at
different age groups. (See table 12.) Among the men and boys 18
years of age and older, on the average 49 percent of the total outlay
went to purchase outerwear and 25 percent, footwear. The propor-
tions changed in the younger age groups until among little boys 2 to 5
years old 47 percent of the total went to footwear, and 37 percent to
outerwear.

The relative importance of these two groups of items changed from
one economic level to another for a given age group. As the family
resources increased, the proportion of the total clothing expenditures
for men and boys going to shoes declined, although the average dollar
expenditures for shoes of different types increased. With the decline
in the relative amount spent for footwear, there were corresponding
increases in relative expenditure for outerwear and for miscellaneous
items. The most important of the expenditures included in the
miscellaneous group were those for ties which averaged $1.87 per
year for all men and boys 18 years and over, and expenses for cleaning
and repairing which averaged $3.18.

Shoes were purchased by a larger proportion of men and boys in
all circumstances and in all age groups, than any other single article
of clothing. Seventy-six percent of the men at the lowest economic
level bought street shoes, averaging 1.4 pairs per man purchasing,
at an average price of approximately $3.50 per pair; whereas at the
highest economic level, 92 percent of the men bought street shoes,
averaging 2.0 pairs per man purchasing, at an average price of slightly
over $4.50 per pair. Work shoes were purchased by 12 percent of
the men at the Jowest level and by 20 percent at the highest.

Nearly half of the men at the lowest level bought an average of
3.9 ties at an average price of 38 cents, while at the highest level 76
percent of the men bought an average of 6.5 ties at an average price
of 59 cents.

Purchases of overcoats during the year were made by only one
out of eight men at the lowest economie level, by one out of six men
at the intermediate level, and by two out of seven men at the highest
level. That is, the average man in families at the highest economic
level purchased a new overcoat once in 3% years; at the lowest eco-
nomic level shown he waited 8 years for a new coat. The average
price paid for these coats was $26 at the highest level and $19 at the
lowest level. The man at the lowest economic level got a new heavy
wool suit once in 7 years, at the intermediate level almost once in 3
years, and af. the highest level once in 2 years. The average price
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paid for these suits did not vary greatly. It was $21 at the lowest
level and $26 at the highest. A new lightweight wool suit was pur-
chased, on the average, once in 12 years at an average price of $17
by the average man in families at the lowest economic level, whereas
such suits were purchased on the average once in 3 years at an average
price of $23 by men in families at the highest economic level.

Clothing expenditures for women and girls.

Women and girls 12 years of age and older spent more for clothing
than men and boys in the same age groups at each of the three eco-
nomic levels for which separate figures have been computed. At the
three economic levels shown, the annual expenditures of the women
and girls 18 years of age and over averaged $31, $59, and $104 respec-
tively. Those for girls 12 through 17 at each economic level averaged
approximately the same as those for their mothers and sisters, $30,
$52, and $107. For the two age groups next younger, average
expenditures at each level were distinctly less, and somewhat lower
than those for boys in the same age group and in comparable cir-
cumstances. For girls 6 through 11 years old the average expenditures
were $15, $32, and $43, and for little girls 2 through 5 years old, $10,
$21, and $43.

The summary of the clothing expenditures of women and girls by
type of clothing purchased, shows a distribution similar to that for
the clothing expenditures of men and boys. When clothing expendi-
tures for women and girls are classified within age groups by type of
item, it is seen that outerwear and footwear together accounted for
over 72 percent of total clothing expenditures in each of the age
groups (table 13). The proportion was highest among girls aged 6
through 11 years, whose expenditures for footwear rose to 46 percent
of their total clothing expenditures. When the total for headwear is
added, the proportion spent for headwear, outerwear, and footwear
combined varied from 78 percent for women 18 and over to 84 per-
cent for girls aged 11 through 16. Underwear accounted for 16
percent of total expenditure in the age group of girls 2 through 5,
and 12 in the group of women aged 18 and over. Miscellaneous expen-
ditures including accessories represented less than 10 percent of the
total in each age group.
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Tanie 13.— Distribution of annual clothing expenditures for individuals in families
at successive eeotiomie levels

WOMEN, GIRLS, AND INFANTS

WHITE FAMILIEB—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Clothing expenditure per person in—

Families spending per Families spending per
expenditure unit per expenditure unit per
Sex, age group, and type of clothing year— year—
All All
families families
Under | $400 to | 3509 Under | $400 to [ 3500
$400 $600 over $400 $800 over
‘Women 18 years and over: Percent| Percent | Percent | Percent
Headwear. .. ... ...._....__. $1.75 | $3.60 | $6.22 59 5.6 6.1 6.0
Outerwear._ . 9.72 | 22.44| 42.85 39.0 31.4 37.7 41.2
Underwear. _ 3.67 7.21 12.91 12.3 11.8 12.1 12.4
Footwear_.._ ... 13.63 | 21.10 | 3101 33.2 4.0 35.5 29.8
Miscellaneous items 2.24 512 | 1L00 9.6 7.2 8.6 10.6
17 Y 31,01 | 59.47]1103.99 | 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Girls 12 through 17:
Headwear. ... _..o.._._.... 2.25 1.12 2.31 5.66 4.5 3.8 4.4 53
Outerwear._ 18.73 9,84 19.76 | 44.59 37.7 33.0 37.8 41.8
Underwear. 5.12 2.72 5.91 | 10.65 10.3 9.1 11.3 10.0
Footwear____._. | 19.60| 14.53 | 20.36 | 34.00 39.5 48.7 39.0 31.8
Miscellaneous ite! 3.98 1.60 3.93 | 11.89 8.0 5.4 7.5 11. 1
Total... 49.68 | 29.81 52.27 | 106.79 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Girls 6 through 11:
Head .27 .70 1. 50 2.4 1.8 2.2 3.5
5.29 11. 50 14.91 35.2 34.9 35.8 35.0
1.71 3.13 4.98 10.7 11.3 9.7 1.7
7.41 1 15.02 | 18.14 46.4 48.8 46.8 4.5
.49 1.76 3.09 5.3 3.2 55 7.3
15.17 | 32.11 | 42.62| 100.0{ 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
. .14 .40 .99 2.0 1.3 1.9 2.3
OQuterwear.__ 8.88 3.21 7.67 19. 42 39.9 30.6 37.2 45. 1
Underwear. 3.47 1.44 3. 53 6. 66 15.6 13.7 17.1 15.5
Footwear_____ 8. 50 5. 44 8.32 13. 58 38.2 51.9 40.4 315
Miscellaneous items. ... _.._.... .96 .26 .70 2.43 4.3 2.5 3.4 5.8
Total .. 22.25 10.49 | 20.62 | 43.08 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Infants:
Headwear. ... . ..o .33 .08 .35 .63 3.0 1.3 3.4 3.5
Outerwear.. 3.42 1.81 3.26 5.72 3.4 29.1 319 32.2
Underwear. 2.81 1. 54 2.16 5,22 25.8 24.8 21.2 29.3
Footwear..__.__ 2.79 2,22 2.83 3.51 25.7 35.8 27.7 19.7
Miscellaneous items 1.53 . 56 1.61 2.72 4.1 9.0 15.8 15.3
Total.. .. 10.88 6,211 10.21 | 17.80 | 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0 100.0

When the data are classified by the economic level of the families
of which these women and girls were a part, the relative importance
of some of the clothing groups is found to be different at the suc-
cessive levels. Thus among women and girls aged 18 and over, the
actual amounts and the proportion of total expenditures going to
outerwear (including coats, suits, dresses, sweaters, and blouses) is
higher at the higher economic levels.
(including shoes, hosiery, and rubbers) are higher in actual dollars
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spent, but lower as percentages of total expenditure. Expenditures
for headwear, underwear, and miscellaneous items are substantially
higher in absolute amounts spent, and moderately larger in terms of
proportion of total expenditure. Approximately the same trends
were found among expenditures for girls in the younger age groups
with the exception that dollar expenditures for outerwear for girls
aged 6 through 11 were absolutely higher but about the same as a
percentage of total expenditures for clothing. By virtue of the lower
proportions spent for footwear and the higher proportions for outer-
wear, the relative positions of these two groups of items sometimes
changed at the highest economic level as compared with the lowest.
For example, footwear took the largest proportion and outerwear
the second largest for women and girls aged 18 years and over at the
lowest economic level, while for this same age group at the highest
economic level outerwear was first and footwear second.

With women and girls as with men and boys, the item purchased
most frequently by the largest proportion of persons was street shoes.
However, among those of 18 years or more, at the intermediate and
the highest economic levels, silk hose were purchased by a larger
proportion than the proportion buying street shoes, and among girls 12
to 17 years old at the highest level of spending felt hats were purchased
more frequently.

A new pair of street shoes was bought by the woman at the lowest
level once every 8 months at an average price of $3.20. At the
intermediate level, the average price paid for street shoes was $3.95,
and at the highest economic level, $4.90. Approximately 80 percent
or more of the women at each economic level purchased street shoes
during the schedule year.

Among little girls aged 2 to 5 at the highest level, new shoes were
purchased for every child, while at the two lower levels only seven-
eighths of these children received new shoes.

The important part played by silk hose in the clothing of women
18 years of age and over is confirmed by the fact that at the lowest
economic level 73 percent of the women purchased them while at
the highest level 92 percent did so. Of the women purchasing silk
hose at the lowest level each bought about 16 pairs at an average price
of approximately 55 cents a pair during the schedule year, and at the
highest level about 24 pairs at a price of 65 cents a pair.

Among families spending under $400 per expenditure unit per year
women purchased heavy winter coats at the rate of only one every
9 years, at the middle economic level one every 4 years, and at the
highest level, i. e., among families spending $600 and over per expendi-
ture unit, about one every 3 years. Not only do the women at the
lowest level purchase winter coats infrequently but the average price
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paid per coat was approximately $20. At the highest economic level
the average price paid per winter coat was $36.

Purchase of silk and rayon dresses was reported by 44 percent
of the women at the lowest level, by 59 percent at the next economic
level, and by over 77 percent at the highest. The women at the
lowest level who actually purchased during the schedule year bought,
on the average, 1.7 dresses at an average price of $5. About 2.5
dresses at an average price of $5.40 were bought by each of the
women purchasing this item in the next economic group. But at the
highest economic level the women purchasing bought an average of
three silk and rayon dresses each. A greater proportion of the women
were able to have silk and rayon dresses at this level and the average
price paid per dress was $6.85.

At none of the three levels did all women purchase a felt hat as
often as once a year. At the lowest level a little more than 50 percent
of the women bought a new felt hat, which means, on the average, a
new felt hat every 2 years.

At each of the three levels the average expenditure per person for
shoe repairs remained relatively constant. But expenditures for
cleaning and repairing increased from the lowest to the highest
economic level from 62 cents spent per person to $3.27.

Clothing expenditures for infants.

Average clothing expenditure per infant increased markedly with
rise in economic level ranging from $6 at the lowest to $18 at the
highest. When the expenditures are grouped according to type of
item, outerwear, underwear, and footwear account for 89 percent of
total expenditures at the lowest level and 81 percent at the highest.
In general while the percentage spent for underwear and for outer-
wear rises with economic level, that for footwear decreases. Out of
each dollar spent for clothing at the lowest level 25 cents was spent
for shoes and 9 cents for dresses while at the highest level 14 cents
and 12 cents respectively were spent. (See table 13.)

Occupational differences in the clothing expenditures of adults.

Expenditures for clothing by the adults included in the study were
found to have been affected, to an important degree, by the occupation
of the persons included in the study, as well as by the economic level
of the family. Figures 3 and 4 have emphasized the fact that expendi-
ture for clothing is one of the most elastic items in the family budget.
The figures just presented show the striking increase in the average
clothing expenditures of both men and women with improvement in
the economic level of the family.

An analysis of the relative effect of occupation and social environ-
ment on clothing expenditures has been made for all white persons
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studied in New York and 41 other cities combined. The total cloth-
ing expenditures of men and women engaged in clerical work were
contrasted with the expenditures of those in manual work and those
at home without gainful employment, and of boys and girls at school,
after elimination of any effect upon those differences which might
be due to differing incomes or family composition. (See appendix G,
pPpP- 231 to 234.)

Among the employed workers, under 21, for both men and women,
differences between average expenditures for clothing by wage earners
and by clerical workers were negligible. At older ages, however, for
both men and women, the expenditures of clerical workers were
consistently greater than those of wage earners. The differences
varied for men from 7 percent in the group aged 21 to 24 years to 15
percent in the group aged 27 to 30. The greater expenditure by
clerical workers than wage earners for clothing was less pronounced
for women than for men up to the twenty-seventh year, but thereafter
was much more pronounced for women, reaching a maximum differ-
ence of 44 percent in the age group 42 to 48.

Average clothing expenditures of men and women at home without
gainful employment were substantially lower than those of employed
individuals. Among the men, expenditures of clerical workers
exceeded those of men at home by 38 percent or more for the groups
aged 15 to 21, and by 100 percent or more for the groups aged 21 to
60. For women the comparable figures are somewhat less striking,
15 percent for the group aged 15 to 18 and from 52 to 78 percent for
the groups from 18 to 60 years of age. The fact that it is more cus-
tomary for adult women to be at home without gainful employment
than for adult men, whereas most of the men found in this situation
were involuntarily at home because of unemployment, probably
explains this very low level of clothing expenditure for unemployed
men at home.

Clothing expenditures for boys aged 15 to 21 at school were one-
fifth to one-fourth greater than those of unemployed boys at home of
the same age, but were in turn exceeded by 13 percent or more by
clothing expenditures of clerical workers in the same sex-age group.
Girls at school aged 15 to 18 spent 7 percent more than girls at home,
but girl clerical workers of that age spent 7 percent more than the
school girls. At the next age level, 18 to 21, girl clerical workers
spent 25 percent more than school girls, who in turn spent 22 percent
more than girls at home.

At every age level, in comparable occupational categories, the
women spent more for clothing than did men, the average expenditure
for women clerical workers aged 24 to 27 being 45 percent greater
than that for men clerical workers of the same age, and the difference
in the age group 36 to 42 for the same occupations being 57 percent.
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Women wage earners aged 24 to 27 spent 46 percent more for clothing
than men wage earners of the same age and in the age group 36 to 42
the difference was 23 percent.

The relationships discussed in the foregoing paragraphs may be
seen graphically in figure A.1°

Recreation

As economic pressure for necessities is relieved not only do families
spend a larger number of dollars for recreation, but also a larger per-
centage of their total expenditures. Of the items included in this
report under the heading ‘“Recreation,” the largest average ! dollar
expenditure went for tobacco, at every economic level except the
highest, where expenditures for commercial entertainment (i. e., for
plays, concerts, spectator sports, and movies) is slightly larger. How-
ever, the expenditures for tobacco represent a decreasing percentage
of the total amount spent for recreation at the higher economic levels.
Admission to moving-picture theaters constituted the second largest
item, accounting for between 25 and 30 cents of each dollar spent for
recreation at every economic level. The total amount spent for
admission for adults increased threefold from the lowest economic
level to the highest.

Newspapers purchased on the street constituted the bulk of the
expenditures for reading, the third largest item of recreation. The
average expenditure for reading successively increased at each eco-
nomic level from $12.78 to $26.37. At the higher spending levels,
however, expenditures for reading received a decreasing proportion of
each dollar spent for recreation. The percentage declined from 22 at
the lowest level, to 16. Even at the highest level of expenditures the
amount spent for books (other than school texts) was insignificant.

Expenditures for recreational equipment, as musical instruments,
radios, athletic supplies, children’s play equipment, etc., increased
with rise in economic level both in dollar value and in percentage of
total recreation expenditures. At the lowest level about 3 out of 5
families owned radios while about 4 out of 5 families at upper levels
enjoyed this form of entertainment. (See table 14.) That a rela-
tivelylarge percentage of families at lowerlevels purchased radios during
the schedule year is probably accounted for by the fact that the prices
of radios had not previously been within the buying range of these
families.

10 The data on which these charts are based are shown in appendix G, table D, p. 231.

11 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the case of expenditures for
recreation, transportation, medical care, personal care, formal education, gifts and contributions to indi-
viduals and to community welfare, and miscellaneous items, by white families, the lowest level distinguished
includes families spending under $300 per expenditure unit; the highest level includes families spending
$800 and over. (See Tabular Summary, table 15.)
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TaBLE 14.—Families of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers purchasing
radios and amounts paid for radios at successive economic levels in 1 year during
the pertod 193436

WHITE FAMILIES—-NEW YORK CITY

Percentage of families—
. Average
{\)Telin;{ amount paid
Economic level fami- | Own- Purchasing radios | per radio per
lies ing in t(;ihe %ear cgﬁ’- lanﬁily
H ere y e | purchasing
radios schedule
All families ... aaaaiC 897 79 7 $44
Families spending per expenditure unit per year:
der $300 59 66 7 42
135 75 7 40
163 78 5 35
168 77 5 43
124 86 5 60
94 83 10 48
154 85 11 45
Transportation

Money for carfare is a necessary item in the family budget in New
York City. At the lowest economic levels studied,** expenditures for
transportation averaged $45 and represented 3.5 percent of total
expenditures. At the higher economic levels, the average expendi-
ture per family for all transportation quadrupled, the mode of trans-
portation changed, and travel emerged from a purely utilitarian service
to a form of pleasure and recreation. The amount spent for trolley,
bus, and subway fares, along with expenditures for automobiles made
up the bulk of transportation expenditures. Average expenditures
for trolley, bus, and subway fares increased from low to high eco-
nomic levels, but at a rate far lower than the increase in automobile
expenditures. As the economic level of the families studied rose,
the proportion of total transportation expenditures spent for the pur-
chase, operation, and maintenance of automobiles increased from 7
percent at the lowest level to 57 percent at the highest.

The increase in average amount spent for automobiles by all families
at the poorest level of living to that spent by families at the highest
(. e., from $3 to $99) is a function not only of a larger number of
families owning cars, but also to a greater use of those cars. In
table 15 the percentage of families owning automobiles and the amount
spent per family owning automobiles for maintenance and operation
both show an increasing trend with rise in economic level.

12 See footnote 11, p. 56. (See Tabular Summary, table 13.)
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TaBLE 15.—Proportion of families owning automobiles and expenditurés for auto-
mobile maintenance among wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers at
successive economic levels in 1 year during the period 1934—36

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Families owning] Average expenditure for automobile main-

Num- | automobiles tenance by families owning cars
Economic level f};fnriﬁgs
studied Nl;g"' Percent Total Gas | Garage| Other
Dollars | Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent
All families_ ..o ... 897 136 15.2 § 140.42 | 100.0 42.1 21.6 36.3

Families spending per expenditure
unit per year:

nder $300_ ... 59 2 3.4] 89.38| 100.0 20. 4 33.7 45.9
$300 to $400.. 135 9 6.7 1178.30 | 100.0 51.9 7.7 40. 4
$400 to $500. . 163 17 10.4 | 104.99 | 100.0 50.11 229 27.0
$500 to $600... 168 18 10.7 | 142.61 | 100.0 35.0 22.3 42,7
$600 to $700. . 124 22 17.7 | 148.18 | 100.0 37.5 22.6 39.9
$700 to $800... 94 24 25.5 | 130.58 | 100.0 41.5 23.2 35.3
$800 and over__. 154 44 28.6 | 169.98 | 100.0 44.4 20.9 34.7

In general the newer cars were owned by families at the upper
economic levels. Twenty of the 136 cars owned by all the families
studied were made between 1933 and 1935, and of these, 14 belonged
to families spending $800 and over per expenditure unit. Almost half
of the cars originally purchased new were owned by families in the
highest economic group, whereas less than one-third of the ears pur-
chased second-hand belonged to families in that group.

From the reports of families of their quarterly expenditures for
gasoline it appears that families at the lower economic levels tended
to use their cars primarily in summer, whereas those at the highest
economic level used their cars about equally in each of the four
8easons.

All of the five new cars purchased during the schedule year were
bought by families in the highest economic level. Of the 36 second-
hand cars acquired during the 12-month period none were purchased
by families at the lowest economic level and slightly more than one-
third by families at the highest level. The average expenditure for
automobiles purchased per family purchasing cars, both new and
second-hand, was $410 at the highest economic level. Of the 154
families at this level, 19 reported purchasing automobiles during the
year. Of these, eight reported an increase in outstanding liabilities
for cars purchased on the installment plan, an average increase
amounting to $306 for each family incurring such a liability.

Medical Care

At only the highest economic level *® studied, i. e., among families
spending for all items $800 and over per expenditure unit per year,
were the average expenditures for medical care per person adequate
mll ,D. 56. (See Tabular Summary, table 14.)
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when judged by the standards set by the Committee on Costs of
Medical Care.’* At the lowest level an average per person of only
$4.70 was spent for medicines, medical appliances, and the services
of doctors and nurses, as contrasted with the averages of $25.04 and
$40.87 at the two highest levels and the $36 per person standard set
by the committee.

The average expenditure per family for all types of medical pur-
poses rose from $27.17 for the lowest economic group found among
the families cooperating in the investigation to $103.39 for the highest
economic group. This increment in actual dollar expenditures was
sufficient to result in an increase in the percentage of all expenditures
allotted to medical care with rise in economic level, at all but one of
the expenditure levels shown. At the two lowest levels the greater
part of the total expenditure for medical care was made for medicine
and drugs, whereas at all other levels expenditures for the services
of dentists were greater than for any other item. Except for families
spending $800 and over per expenditure unit, the services of general
practitioner for home and office visits claim the second largest pro-
portion of the total amount allotted to medical care. At the lowest
level such services accounted for 25 cents out of every dollar spent for
medical care and those of specialists for about 7 cents. At the highest
level, 17 cents was paid to general practitioners and 21 was used for
the employment of specialists.

The percentage of families availing themselves of clinic services at
which they paid for medical assistance rose from 14 percent in the
lowest group to 22 percent in the next higher economic level, then
declined steadily until only 5 percent of the families at the highest
economic level had this type of expenditure. The average amount paid
for such services for all families in the sample and also per family
having such expenditures was extremely irregular from one economic
level to another, and does not appear to be a function of economic
level.

The number of families having received medical care without any
money expense was much smaller than might have been expected in a
city where medical services for families of small means have been so
extensively developed. Six families reported the use of free room in a
hospital ward and four families, a free clinic visit. Two families
received the free services of a general practitioner and one family the
service of a pediatrician. One family reported a tonsilectomy per-
formed by a specialist without charge.

Personal Care

Average dollar expenditures per family for personal care were twice
as high among families spending $800 or more per expenditure unit

14 Publications of the Committee on the Costs of Medical Care: No. 28, p. 31. University of Chicago
Prass, Chicago, 1932,
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for all items as among families spending less than $300 per expenditure
unit.’® The percentage of total expenditures represented by personal
care expense remained relatively constant however, at slightly less
than 2 percent. In terms of average expenditure per person, personal
care accounted for about $4 among the lowest economic group of the
families studied and about $19 among the highest economic group.
These expenditures per person closely approximated the average
expenditure per person (about $5) for medical care at the lowest
economic level but contrasted sharply with the average expenditure
per person for medical care (about $41) at the highest economic level.
(See Tabular Summary, table 14.)

Among families having the lowest economic status the expenditures
for personal care were about equally divided between personal services
and toilet articles and preparations, but among families of the highest
economic status the average expenditure per family for toilet articles
and preparations was one-third less than that for personal services.
Haircuts were the most frequently used services, accounting for 44
percent of total personal care expenditures at the lowest level and 28
percent at the highest level. Although at the lowest level there were
no expenditures for shampoos, manicures, and other personal care
services, the popularity of permanent waves is attested by the marked
increase in the proportion of families having expenditures for perma-
nent waves for one or more of their members, with increases in
economic resources. The proportion rises from 3 percent for families
spending less than $300 per expenditure unit to 38 percent for families
at the highest economice level.

Formal Education

If the investigation had been extended to cover all the goods and
services received without direct expense, a large section of the schedule
would have been devoted to the amount and kinds of education pro-
vided by the city and by other agencies. Elementary school, high
school, trade school, classes in museums and libraries and in parks,
free of immediate cost to those who take advantage of them, are a
regular part of thelife of New York City. They are, of course, paid for
by the citizens of the metropolis, but no figures have been secured in
the present study on the use of these educational facilities by the group
covered, or the indirect cost to this group of the city’s educational
system.

Direct expenditures for formal education, for textbooks, school
supplies, and tuition occupied but an insignificant place in the expendi-
ture pattern of the families studied. They accounted for only two-
tenths of 1 percent of total expenditures among families at the lowest
economic level, four-tenths of 1 percent among families at the inter-

15 See footnote 11, p. 56.
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mediate levels and three-tenths of 1 percent among families at the high-
est economic level.'’* Only two families of the total of 897 reported
any expenditures for members of the economic family away at school.
Both of these families belonged to the middle groups when classified
according to economic level. Average expenditures for members at
home increased from $2.41 at the lowest level to $8.14 for families
spending $600 to $700 per expenditure unit and then decreased slightly
at the highest economic level. The decreases at the highest levels may
be explained by the fact that families in these groups were composed
chiefly of adults, and in part by the amount of educational service
available to adults in New York City free of charge.

No figures were secured on the education of the sons and daughters
of the families surveyed who were no longer an integral part of the
economic families covered.

Of the 304 families with sons or daughters aged 18 years or over still
members of the economic family, 49 percent had children who had
completed high school and 15 percent had children who had continued
their education beyond high school. The percentage of families whose
children had completed high school showed a general tendency to
increase with economic level, a tendency which is rendered the more
striking by the fact that a child’s leaving school to start earning raises
the income and expenditure level of his family. On the contrary the
percentage of families whose children had continued beyond high
school showed a general, though somewhat irregular, tendency to
decrease with economic level. The fact that many children attaining
such a degree of education had, by the time of the investigation, left
the economic family to live as boarders and lodgers or independently,
or to set up their own families, tends to obscure such underlying trends
as there may be. Further, the tendency for the families at the higher
economic levels to be smaller and to be composed of a larger proportion
of adults must be taken into consideration in connection with both
sets of school attainment figures. (See table 16.)

Vocation

Union dues or fees constituted the largest item of vocational expense,
accounting for 96 cents out of every dollar spent for vocation at the
lowest economic level and 92 cents at the highest economic level.'s
The average expenditures for union dues or fees ranged from $3.13 to
$20.13. Three families reported expenditures for professional associa-
tion dues or fees and seven families purchased technical literature.

16 Sge footnote 11, p. 56. (See Tabular Summary, table 16.)
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TasLE 16.—Families of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers having
children 18 years of age and over with education through high school or beyond, at
successive economic levels

WHITE FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

NEW YORK CITY

Npml;er (f‘f fami}]ipls
Families includin, incluqing chil
Number |  children 18 year% dren lg years of
of families| of age and over | $ge8nd over who
E level e uber | \ncluding)  who have com- | gy ation
conomic leve of families| children leted high school A
studied | 18 years P gh beyond high
ofageand school
over
Number | Percent | Number | Percent

All families - ... .. 897 304 148 48.7 46 15.1

Families spending per expenditure unit

per year:

Under $300- oo cccmceacae 59 21 6 28.6 4 19.0
$300 to $400. 135 53 22 41.5 5 9.4
$400 to $500. - 163 56 29 51.8 14 25.0
$500 to $600_ _ 168 62 32 51.6 11 17.7
$600 to $700_ _ 124 41 20 48.8 6 14.6
$700 to $800 94 32 18 56.2 3 9.4
$800 and over. _. 154 39 21 53.8 3 7.7

Gifts and Contributions to Individuals and to Community Welfare

A comparison of the average amounts given directly by these
families to individuals with their contributions to community chests
and other welfare agencies emphasizes their close contact with indi-
viduals in need, and the generosity of their response. The amount
spent per family in gifts and contributions averaged $29.86 for the
entire group of which $15.19 went to the support of relatives as com-
pared with an average of $1.34 given to the community agencies for
relief purposes.

Gifts and contributions to persons outside the economic family
increase strikingly with a rise in economic level of the families.
Taken as a percentage of total expenditures the amount spent for gifts
is but two-tenths of 1 percent at the lowest economic level and 3.7
percent at the highest economic level.” The amount spent in the
purchase of Christmas and birthday gifts is about the same as that
contributed to the support of relatives at the lowest level. However,
among families enjoying the highest economic status an average of
$40.07 went for the support of relatives and $32.18 for Christmas and
birthday gifts to persons outside the economic family.

Community chest and other community organizations received on
the average about 22 cents per family from families at the lowest
economic level, but increasing amounts with rise in economic level,
attaining an average of $2.78 at the highest level. At the three lowest
levels studied no family paid any income or personal property tax.

17 See footnote 11, p. 56. (See Tabular Summary, table 16.)

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



EXPENDITURES FOR SPECIFIED GOODS 63

At the middle level one family reported payment of such taxes and a
total of eleven families did so at the two highest levels. The eight
families at the highest level averaged $20.60 per family for these taxes.

At each economic level contributions to religious organizations
constituted over 83 percent of the total expenditures included under
the heading ‘“‘community welfare.” The average expenditure per
family for this purpose was $8.33 at the lowest level, and increased
irregularly with economic level to the highest where an average of
$18.23 was contributed to religious groups.

Miscellaneous Items

For miscellaneous expenses as for funerals, gardens, legal costs, etc.,
no definite trends with increase in economic levels are ascertainable,
except that at the highest level the average expenditure per family
for funerals was $10.64, as compared with $1.25 at the lowest level
and $5.56 at the next to the lowest level.’®* Expenditures for funerals
averaged $103 for the nine families incurring such expense, $74 for
the one family at the lowest level and $410 for the families at the
highest level.

18 See footnote 11, p. 56. (See Tabular Summary, table 16.)
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Chapter 3

A Generation of Changing Living Standards

Changes in Content of Living Since 1907 Among Families
of Selected Types

A marked rise in living conditions of employed workers in New
York City since 1907 is shown in a comparison of figures from this
recent study of the living of wage earners and clerical workers with
data from a survey conducted by the Committee of the New York
State Conference of Charities and Correction and the Russell Sage
Foundation in 1907.!

The earlier study was undertaken to determine the type of living
available to independent families of father and mother and two to
four children at given income levels. Of the 897 white families in-
cluded in the 1934-36 investigation, 161 consisted of families of man,
wife, and two to four children.?

An important part of the change over the 27 years can be attributed
to the rise in community standards. The New York City housing
law of 1901 made mandatory sanitary provisions in new buildings far
above those available to most wage-earning families at that date, and
also required improvements in facilities in existing buildings. When
the sample studied in 1907 is compared with the 161 families studied
in 1934-36, the long-time effect of the new legislation is seen; only
every third family of the 1907 group was provided with a bathroom
or a private toilet, while by 1934-36 over nine-tenths of the families
of the same type at comparable income levels had bathrooms and the
sole use of a toilet. .

Technological improvements in production as well as the dictates
of the public conscience have been responsible for changes in the
mode of living. None of the families studied in 1907 had electric
lights, 87 percent of them used gas and the rest presumably kerosene
or candles; in 1934-36 all of the families of this type had electric
lights. In 1907, 86 percent of the families had ice refrigerators, the
others no refrigerators; by 1934 the percentage owning ice boxes had
decreased to 62 percent, but another 37 percent had mechanical
refrigerators. Telephones were not mentioned on the schedule in

! Chapin, R. C.: The Standard of Living Among Workingmen’s Families in New York City. New
Y?I];’ i??i%r to make the information from the two studies roughly comparable, the 1807 incomes were ad-
justed for changes in the cost of living between 1907 and 1934-36, and data for the cases in the resulting income
classes were weighted in accordance with distribution by money incomes of the 161 families of man, wife,
and two to four children in the 1934-36 sample. In adjusting for changes in living costs, the estimates of
Paul Douglas were used for the period 1907 through 1913, and the index numbers of the Bureau of Labor

Statisties for New York City for the period 1914 to 1936.
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1907, but among the comparable families studied in 1934-36, 6 per-
cent had this convenient means of communication. There was also
an increase from 80 percent to 97 percent in the families using gas for
cooking.

The test of “‘overcrowding’ used in the 1907 study was whether or
not there were more than one and a half persons to a room. More
than one-third of the 1907 families were underhoused according to
this criterion, as contrasted with only 7 percent of the comparable
1934-36 families.

Distribution of Current Expenditures in 1934-36 Compared With
Those in 1917-18

A comparison of the expenditures of a group of families studied in
1917-18 with comparable families among those covered in 1934-36
sheds much light on the changes which took place in New York City
between these two periods. However, it is first necessary to convert
the dollar figures of 1917-18 to values which are comparable to the
price levels which prevailed in 1934-36. For example, food costs at
the period of the new investigation were 19.7 percent lower than in
the year ending August 31, 1918. It follows from this that families
were able in 1934-36 to secure for $80 approximately the same food
values for which they paid $100 in the earlier period. Each of the
types of expenditure has been converted to 1934-36 values with the
appropriate group index number because price changes in the interval
have differed greatly among the several groups. (See table 17.)
Clothing costs were 9.6 percent lower in 1934-36 than in 1917-18
and the cost of housefurnishing goods was 7.3 percent lower. On
the other hand, rents were 20.9 percent higher, and fuel and light
costs 39.4 percent higher, making the two items combined 25.4 per-
cent higher. Miscellaneous items were 39.4 percent higher. In
general, the cost of living in New York City was 2.1 percent higher
in 193436 than it had been in 1917-18.

Comparing the 518 families in the 1917-18 study with the 451 com-
parable families studied in 1934-36, one ot the most striking facts is
the generally higher level of expenditure in the latter period. In
1917-18 the expenditures of the families studied averaged $1,526.
At the general level of 1934-36 prices, this was equivalent to an ex-
penditure of $1,558 in the latter period. The actual expenditure in
1934-36 of families comparable to those included in the earlier study
was $1,806. In other words, the real level of expenditure was 16
percent higher in the latter period.

This increase was only in part a reflection of higher real incomes.
The average incomes of the group recently studied averaged only 6
percent higher than the average income of the group studied in 1917—
18, expressed in terms of 1934-36 dollars. The balance of the addi-
tional current expenditure was financed by drawing upon funds other
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than current income. Part of these funds were withdrawn from sav-
ings accounts, part borrowed on installment credit, part represented
a surrender of insurance policies, while the balance came from miscel-
laneous sources. In contrast with the situation found in 1934-36,
when about $115 of the average family expenditure came from sources
other than current income, the group of families studied in 1917-18
had current expenditures that practically balanced with current
income.

The changes in the character of family living between 1917—-18 and
1934-36 reflect among other things the violent changes in price rela-
tionships which have taken place. Families with incomes of $1,500
to $1,800 in 1917-18 spent an average of $646 for food. It will be
remembered that food prices had advanced more rapidly than any
other retail prices in the period from 1913 to the date of the war-time
study. The food purchased for $646 in 1917-18 was worth about
$520 at 193436 prices. In 1934-36 food costs were relatively low in
comparison with those of other items in the family budget. Outof a
total expenditure of $1,784, an average of $691 was spent for food by
the families studied at the later period or $45 more than had actually
been spent in 1917-18. But with this amount families were able to
buy $171 worth more of food.

The miscellaneous items in the family budget are composed of ex-
penditures for commodities and services which change relatively
slowly in price and include cash contributions and gifts. The prices
of these miscellaneous items rose relatively less in New York City
from 1914 to 1917-18 than any other major series except rent, con-
tinued to rise until the last quarter of 1921, and have declined very
little since. A family having an income of $1,500 to $1,800 in 1917—18
spent, on the average, $302 for miscellaneous goods. These goods had
a calculated value at 1934-36 prices of $421. This calculated price
advance of 39.4 percent between 1917-18 and 1934-36 is reflected in
the behavior of families with incomes of $1,500 to $1,800 in 1934-36.
They spent about $399 for these miscellaneous items. That is, they
were spending $97 more than had been spent in 1917-18 but were
securing about $22 worth less for their money.

Housing (including fuel and light) shows a slightly different type of
movement. Rents had also lagged from 1914 to 1917-18. In 1917-18
a family with an income of $1,500 to $1,800 might have been expected
to spend about $307 for housing. Allowing for the changes in the level
of rents and in fuel and light costs, this outlay would have had a cur-
rent value at 1934-36 prices of $384. Actually, families were spending
about $471 in 1934-36, in other words, a substantially larger propor-
tion of their income. Part of this change was due to a change in
housing costs, but part of it represented, presumably, an improved
quality of housing.
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Finally, in connection with the shift shown in table 17, the item
of clothing costs and clothing expenditures should be noted. A
family with income of $1,500 to $1,800 in 1917-18 was spending at
the rate of about $277. Clothing costs, like food costs, had advanced
rapidly during the war and in 1934-36 were lower than in the earlier
period. This outlay at 1934-36 prices would have had a value of
about $250. But in 193436 such a family was spending considerably
less, only about $174. In other words, in the interval between the
two studies in New York City, there was a marked shift of expenditures
from clothing to food and housing.

TasLE 17.—Distribution of family expenditures for 1 year at

successive income

levels: Families studied in 191718 and tn 1934-36, New York City
g | Total cur- Housing, tlﬁgrgfl‘d Miscel-
= |rentexpend-| Food Clothing | fuel, and furnish- | laneous
g itures light ings
3_3‘
poy
° [} 1 1 [} 1} v
I ] e | = |3 2 |9 2 | = |3 -
r-1 @ =] a9 =] g g ® = a0 g 8o a
g | 25| & |85| 8 |25| 8 |25] & |25| 8 {EE| -8
S e B IEPl BIx"| BIEP] 8 [5°| 8 |Re| B
Z |= &N RIS A~ E AR ATE [
In terms of 1917-18 dollars !
Families studied in 1917-18
with annual incomes of—
$600 t0 $900. ... __ 16; $868] 100.0 $397( 45.7) $88| 10.2| $227] 26.2) $19] 2. 2| $137| 15.7
$900 to $1,200. . - 107) 1,110} 100.0| 511] 46.0; 153) 13.8] 240j 21.7; 30 2.7 176} 15.8
$1,200 to $1,500 - 151| 1,344 100.0| 585] 43.5( 200| 14.9( 281| 20.9] 50| 3.7} 228/ 17.0
$1,500 to $1,800_. - 1151 1, 582( 100.0] 646| 40.9; 277| 17.5{ 307 19.4 50f 3.1] 3021 19.1
$1,800 to $2,100. . 66) 1,791} 100.0f 737| 41.1f 310{ 17.3] 328] 18.4 63[ 3.5 353] 19.7
$2,100 to $2,500. . 381 2,193] 100.0 845| 38.6] 424] 19.3] 349 15.9| 88| 4.0| 487} 22.2
$2,500 and over.. 25! 2,853] 100.0(1,107! 38.8 599/ 21.0] 440; 15.4] 90| 3.2| 617} 21.6
All families_....__.._._ 518| 1,526] 100.0| 641 42.0] 254| 16.6; 295 19.4 51 3.3 285 18.7
In terms of 1934-36 dollars 2
Families studied in 1917-18
with annual incomes of—
16 $891| 100.0| $319| 35.8| $80] 9.0| $284 31.9] $17| 1.9{ $191| 21.4
107j 1,128) 100.0| 410 36.5| 139| 12.41 302| 26.9| 271 2.4] 245| 21.8
151| 1,366) 100.0| 470; 34.4| 181} 13.2} 351] 25.7 46; 3.4| 318| 23.3
115) 1,621 100.0; 520{ 32.1| 250 15.4f 384| 23.7] 46{ 2.8 421( 26.0
66| 1,834| 100.0| 592| 32.3| 280| 15.3} 412| 22.4 58] 3.2| 492| 26.8
38} 2,260 100.0[ 679] 30.0} 383] 17.0| 437| 19.3| 82| 3.6] 679 30.1
25| 2,923| 100.0] 889} 30.4] 542| 18.6( 549! 18.8| 83| 2.8 860] 29.4
518 1,558 100.0| 515| 33.1| 229) 14.7| 370] 23.7| 47{ 3.0| 397 25.5
Families studied in 1934-36,
types comparable with
those studied in 1917-18
with annual incomes of—3
20] 1,056} 100.0| 462| 43.7| 89] 8.4| 4311} 420.5 71 0.7] 187 17.7
. 621 1,292 100.0| b511j 39.6] 111 8.6/ 4388 430. 34| 2.6] 248 19.3
- 100] 1,476 100.0| 594| 40.3| 133 9.1|4431( ¢29. 35 2.4 283| 19.0
- 102| 1,784 100.0| 691| 38.8] 174] 9.8|4471|¢26.4] 49| 2.7} 399] 22.3
- 791 2,017| 100.0} 766] 38.0| 219i 10.9} 4 505 4 25.1 52| 2.6} 475| 23.4
- 52| 2,315} 100.0{ 855| 37.0f 277| 12.0| 4 54| ¢ 23.3 67) 2.9 576| 24.8
__________ 36| 2,888] 100.0{1,047] 36.2| 401]| 13.9] £ 576{ €20.0; 100[ 3.5 764| 26.4
____________ 451| 1,806| 100.0| 695 38.5; 190} 10.5| 4 466| ¢+ 25.8] 49] 2.7 406| 22.5

1 Data for 1917-18 figures based on those published in Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Bulletin No. 357, p. 47.
2 Datain terms of 1934-36 dollars were computed from the original expenditure fizures by means of percent-
age changes in the cost of food, clothing, rent, fuel and light, furniture and furnishings, and miscellaneous
items from the year of the earlier New York study.
3 For detailed distribution of expenditures, see Tabular Summary, table 23.

4 Includes refrigeration.
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Chapter 1
Income Level and Money Disbursements

Family Income

At one time or another in the months covered by the investigation,
a very large proportion of the Negro families in New York City were
dependent on the relief rolls for their support. The number of Negro
families on relief in the entire city reached the peak for the period of
the study in February 1935, when the number was 40,400, or 52 per-
cent of the number of Negro families in the city in 1930. It is seen
clearly from these figures, that since the present survey did not extend
to families on relief, the Negro families from whom data were secured
cannot be regarded as representative of the total Negro population of
the city. The families of Negro workers who had been able to con-
tinue to be self-supporting for the entire year in this period were in a
minority in the city’s colored population.

The sample of Negro families studied was chosen in the same way
as the sample of white families, and represents a cross section of
families of employed Negro workers in 1934-36.

It will be remembered that the plan of the study provided that no
family with an income of less than $500 be included. Family incomes
among the Negro group covered ranged from $646 to $4,077, the in-
come received by a family of five adults, in which the husband, his
father, his brother, and his nephew pooled their earnings. The hus-
band was a receptionist in a social agency, the father a messenger, the
brother an office boy, and the nephew a clerk in a retail store. Half
the Negro families received incomes less than $1,338, approximately
$300 below the point at which the middle income of the white families
was reached.

In more than half of the 100 Negro families included in the investi-
gation the chief earner was an unskilled worker, in 27 families a semi-
skilled worker, in 2 families a skilled worker, and in 16 families a
clerical worker. The clerical workers included a stenographer, several
clerks in retail stores, and an accountant in an insurance agency. The
highest earnings of one individual were reported by a Negro postman,
who received $1,886 during the year.

The percentage of income supplied by supplementary earners was
even more important in the Negro group than in the case of the white
families. (See fig. 9.) Among the Negro families, only 70 percent
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Fig.9

SOURCES OF INCOME AMONG WAGE EARNERS AND
LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT SUCCESSIVE
INCOME LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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of the average income came from the earnings of the chief earner, as
compared with 78 percent in the white group. In the Negro as in the
white group the number of supplementary earners per family increased
with increases in income, as did the percentage of total income supplied
by their earnings.

TABLE 18.—Sources of family income among wage earners and lower-salaried clerical

workers at successtve income levels in 1 year during the period 1934-36
NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Percentage of income from—
A Avegage .
verage | number o
Income class Nfggags(’f net money ainful Rarnings Earnings
income w?rkgi's per| “of hig | ot sngpIe- Other
amily mentary | sources
earner earners ?
Al families_ ... _____._____._. 100 $1, 446 1.92 70.2 28.0 1.8
$600 to $900. 11 794 1.54 82.7 14.0 3.3
$900 to $1,200. 26 1,067 173 79.1 18.5 2.4
$1,200 to £1,500 31 1,352 1.74 75.1 24.0 .9
$1,500 to $1,800, 15 1, 651 2,00 72.2 26.2 16
$1,800 to $2,100_. 8 1,923 2,25 67.0 313 L7
$2,100and over. . .____.___._____ 9 2,876 3.11 48.6 49.5 1.9

1§, e., the number of persons having had some gainful employment in business, industry, or domestic
service z;t any time during the year. (Some families included persons in domestic service as supplementary
earners.

2 Including net earnings from boarders and lodgers.

3 Less business losses not deductible from the earnings of the year covered by the schedule.

Size and composition of family.

The average number of persons per family was considerably smaller
among the Negro than among the white group, 3.13 as compared with
3.65. It was, however, slightly larger than the median size of the
family shown for New York City for all Negro families of two persons
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or more in the census of 1930, 3.03 persons. As among the white
families, a comparison with the average size of families on relief in
this period (3.9 persons) shows that in general the number of persons
in the families which had an independent status was smaller than in
the families on the relief rolls.

The average number of children under 16 years old in the Negro
families, as well as the average number of adults, is smaller than in the
white families. There were 36 families including husband and wife
only and 34 more including adults only. From the group with income
over $1,200 the average number of adults per family increased regu-
larly with increases in income, but the families with children were

Fig. 10

SIZE OF FAMILY AMONG WAGE EARNERS
AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS
AT SUCCESSIVE INCOME LEVELS
NEW YORK GITY, 1934-1936
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distributed irregularly in the income range (fig. 10). There are more
children at the lower income levels that at the upper. The total num-
ber of persons per family averaged 2.83 in the income groups under
$1,500, and 3.79 in the income groups above this level. (See Tabular
Summary, table 5.)

Current Expenditures of the Group as a Whole

The percentage of total current expenditures used for food by the
Negro families was somewhat smaller than that used for food by the
white group, partly because of the smaller size of the Negro families,
and partly because of the fact that expenditures for housing required
so large a proportion of the funds of the Negro group. Expenditures
for food by these 100 families averaged $451 per family, 31.0 percent
of total current expenditures, as compared with $670 or 36.4 percent
spent by white families.
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Negroes in New York City have been limited by custom to dwellings
in certain relatively restricted sections of the five boroughs. The size
of dwellings is very small and the rents are very high in comparison
with the facilities furnished. Although the average income of the
Negro families studied was 17 percent lower than that of the white
group, they spent 3.4 percent more for housing, fuel, light, and refrig-
eration than the average for the white group—$490 as compared with
$474. Expenditures for these items combined took 33.6 percent of
total current expenditures, as compared with 25.8 percent among the
white groups. Expenditures for clothing came next in importance to
housing and food in the disbursements of the group, taking 10.3 per-
cent of the total; those for recreation and transportation were next,
taking 5.6 and 4.1 percent respectively. Only 2 out of the 100 Negro
families covered owned automobiles. Expense for personal care was
responsible for 2.3 percent of total expenditures, a higher proportion
than medical care which received only 2.1 percent. (See Tabular
Summary, tables 3 or 6.)

Distribution of Expenditures at Successive Income Levels

In general the percentages spent for food, housing, and fuel, light,
and refrigeration declined with increase in the family income. All
other groups of items covered by current family expenditures, except
education, vocation, and community welfare, received a larger pro-
portion of the total at the higher than at the lower income levels.

The percentages allotted to education and vocation showed no
consistent trend with changes in income but fluctuated in accordance
with the composition of the families included.

The most striking increases in the proportion of expenditures at
different income levels occurred in the case of expenditures for clothing,
gifts and contributions to persons outside the economic family, recre-
ation, and medical care. Transportation, and furnishings and equip-
ment accounted for a slightly larger percentage of each dollar spent
at higher income levels than at lower levels. The percentage spent
for personal care rose slightly from 1.9 cents of each dollar spent by
the Negro families at the lowest income level to 2.7 cents among
families with net annual income of $1,800 and over. (See Tabular
Summary, table 6.)

An analysis of average amounts spent per expenditure unit by Negro
families at each income level shows that changes in economic level as
determined by income, and size and composition of family combined
are very similar in this group to those discovered in the white group
(see p. 25). The increases in the amounts spent per expenditure unit
by the Negro group are less regular due to irregularities in the number
of persons per family at the different income levels. However, a
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comparison of incomes and amounts spent per expenditure unit at the
lowest and highest income levels shows that with an average income
more than three times as large, the average amount spent for food per
expenditure unit was only twice as large; for clothing three times as
large; and for all items slightly less than two and a half times as large.
(See table 19.)

TABLE 19.—Average amount spent per expenditure unit per year among wage earr.ers
and lower-salaried clerical workers at successive income levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Average

A\reragie Average ‘égl%rsgg amount Average Average .

Income class faf:lnzi? of total ex- spent for 1spﬁpt for amount amoullalg spen

yin penditure | food per food- clothing per | spent for | for all items

expendi- per family | expenditure clothing- | other items | per expendi-

ture units unit expend.%ture per person ; ture unit
uni
All families...________. 2.97 $1, 459 $164 $53 $274 $491
Families with annual in-

2.99 833 102 26 153 279
2.61 1,105 153 42 226 423
2.57 1,391 180 46 317 541
3.19 1, 157 61 278 495
3.52 1,949 182 75 296 554
4.48 2,843 200 81 354 635

Order of Expenditures at Different Economic Levels

When the data from all the Negro families studied are sorted by
economic level ! it is found that average family income increases with
economic level and that average family size decreases. (See Tabular
Summary, tables 2, 3, 19, and 20.)

Negro families spending less than $300 per expenditure unit had
average family incomes of $1,127; they spent on the average for food
$87 per food-expenditure unit, for clothing $29 per clothing-expendi-
ture unit, for all otheritems $107 per person, and for all items combined
$221. At the highest level, among families spending $300 and over
per expenditure unit, average family income was only 77 percent higher
than at the lowest level but due to the small size of the families for
which it was spent, the amount spent for food per food-expenditure
unit was almost three times that at the lowest level, the amount spent
for clothing per clothing-expenditure unit was about four times larger,
the amount spent per person for other items was more than five times
larger, and the amount spent for all items combined was more than
four times larger. (See table 20.)

The distribution of total family expenditures by Negro families
spending under $300 and by those spending over $800 per expenditure
unit shows the shifts in consumer demand among the Negro families
"1 See pp. 23 and 229.
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TaABLE 20.—Average amount spent per expendilure unit among wage earners and
lower-salaried clerical workers at successive economic levels in 1 year during the
period 1934-36

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Average
Average | Average ‘:l;%rggg amount Average g‘g‘(’)’;ﬁ:
size of total spent for food spent for amount spent for all
Economic level family in | expendi- |SP® r food- | clothing per |  spent for it%ms 0 I ox.
expendi- ture per exp el . gi%ure clothing- other items -y dli)teure *
ture units | family Dot expenditure | per person | PeTCILLITe
unit 1
AN families_ ___.____._ 2.97 $1, 459 $164 $53 $274 $491
Families spending per
expenditure unit per
year:
5.12 1,131 87 29 107 221
3.45 1, 265 142 48 174 364
2.77 1,225 160 45 241 442
2.72 1,474 168 51 322 542
2.29 1,474 201 60 644
2.70 1,988 231 71 436 736
2.13 1,985 252 113 572 932

studied with changes in economic resources. (See table 21.) Ex-
penditures for housing, including fuel, light, and refrigeration, ranked
first, and food second at both levels, in contrast to the expenditures
of white families, where food ranked first and housing second.

TaBLE 21.—Ezxpenditures of wage earners and lower-salaried clerical workers in
rank order at 2 different economic levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Rank order of group Percentage of total
expenditure expenditures

Group of items Families spending per expenditure unit per

year—
$800 and $800 and
Under $300 over Under $300 over

FOOA. oo oo e 2 2 36.3 24.5

Housing, including fuel, light, and refrigeration 1 1 40.4 30.3

Clothing.__ 3 3 10.7 13.3

Transportal 4 7 3.5 3.3

Recreation 55 5 2.6 5.3

Personaleare. .....__....__ _— 5.5 8 18 2.7
Household operationother than fuel, light, and refrigera-

tion - 7 6 L8 3.4

Medical care_.___. 8 10 .9 2.4

Community welfar 9 14 .6 .6

10 4 .5 7.3

1 9 .4 2.6

12 13 .3 .8

Voeation__________ 13 15 .2 .2

Automobile and motorcycle purchase,
maintenanee. . .o cceean — 12 0 1.3
Miscellaneous. . — 11 0 2.0
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Fig.11

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILY EXPENDITURES OF WAGE

EARNERS AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS

AT TWO DIFFERENT ECONOMIC LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
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The greatest shift occurred in furnishings and equipment which
moved from tenth place at the low level to fourth place at the high.
There were no expenditures for automobile transportation among
families spending under $300 per expenditure unit. This item, how-
ever, accounted for 1.3 percent of all expenditures at the high level
and ranked twelfth among other expenditures. Expenditures for
personal care (for barber, hairdresser, manicure, and for toilet articles
and preparations) ranked sixth at the low level and eighth at the high

level. .
Changes in Assets and Liabilities 2

As contrasted with the excess of current expenditures over income
among the white families, the current incomes of the Negro families
studied exceeded their current expenditures by an aggregate of $1,000
or an average of $10 per family. The entire group of Negro families
reported increases in assets averaging $76, decreases in liabilities
incurred before the beginning of the schedule year averaging $20,
decreases in assets averaging $38 and increases in liabilities averaging
$48.

The same considerations outlined in connection with the discussion
of the assets and liabilities of white families hold true for the Negro
families. In comparing the changes in economic status over the year
covered by the schedule of the white and Negro families, it should also
be kept in mind that the average size of the Negro families studied was
sufficiently smaller than that of the white families to compensate in
large part for the smaller size of their incomes, and that it may be
somewhat more difficult for Negro families of given composition and
income to obtain credit than for white families of the same status.
However, a detailed examination of changes in assets and liabilities of
Negro families shows that the general pattern of savings and deficits
was quite similar to that of the white families.

Three percent of the Negro families covered in the present survey in
New York just met their expenses from income, 56 percent reported
net savings and 41 percent a net deficit. The savings reported by
families having a surplus averaged $102 and the average deficit of
families “going into the red” was $115.

‘When the data are analyzed by amount of family income, it is shown
that the average net change in assets and liabilities for all Negro

2 For purposes of this study changes in assets and liabilities are computed on the basis of changes which
occur as the result of the transfer of property or funds. Changes in the market value of real estate or personal

property remaining in the hands of the families studied are not included in these figures. For more detailed
explanation, see appendix A, notes on tables 2, 4, and 5, pp. 179, 181, and 182.
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families at the lowest income level, $600 to $900, resulted in a deficit
of $15. This figure declined to $14 at the $1,200 to $1,500 income
level, changed to a surplus of $72 in the $1,500 to $1,800 group, and
rose to a surplus of $79 in the group of families with incomes of
$2,100 and over. The average deficit at the lowest income level was
2 percent of family income, whereas the average surplus at the highest
income level was 3 percent of family income.

When the data secured from these 100 families ? are sorted into three
groups according to economic level (table 22) it appears that the 25
families spending less than $400 per expenditure unit, and the 37
families spending from $400 to $600 had an average surplus of $13 per
family and $23 per family, respectively; while the 38 families spending
$600 and over per expenditure unit reported a net deficit averaging
more than $5 per family. At the lowest of the three economic levels,
the average amount withdrawn from past savings (including the settle-
ment of insurance policies) was $25 and the average amount borrowed
(either directly or in the form of obligations on goods purchased on the
installment plan) was $23 (table 23). Savings at this level included
$7 paid out in installments on goods purchased before the schedule
year, $47 paid in insurance premiums and annuities, and a $7 increase
of funds in savings accounts. (See Tabular Summary, table 4.)

TaBLE 22.—Percentage of families of wage earners and lower-salaried clerica
workers having surplus and deficit and net change in assets and liabilities dur-
ing the schedule year at successive economic levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Percentage of
families hav- Average amount of—
ing—
boror Net ch a1
N er o et change in assets and li-
Economic level fami- abilities for all families | Surplus | Defleit
ies per fam- | per fam-
Net Net 3 3
: ily hav-| ily hav-
surplus| deficit Per Peﬁ ex- Pert g?in- ingl digg
4 | penditure u sarplus eficit
family { ™™ unit | worker
All families_____.______..____ 100 56,0 41,01 4810 +3$3 +$5 $102 $115
Families spending per ex-
penditure unit per year:
Under $400. .. ___.._____ 25 52.0 40.0 +13 +3 -+6 69 57
$400 to $600___ 37 62.1 35.1 +23 +8 +13 89 90
$600 and over_____....... 38 52.6 47.4 -5 -2 —3 139 166

3 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. For the purpose of the discussion
of changes in assets and liabilities, the Negro families have been classified at three levels according to the
amount spent per expenditure unit, as follows: Low, under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600
and over.
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TasLE 23.

clerical workers during the schedule year, at successive economic levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Changes in assets and liabtlities among wage earners and lower-salaried

Average de- ., Average
crea,se?1 in mcretasesd in
amounts due on amounts due on
Num- aégeig- a‘;‘g ‘fire- goods purchased | Average ;;ev?g- goods purchased
Eeonomic level ber of | o ces | croases | T installment |decreases| oo oo | on installment
fami- | % gy plan! in as- : plan!
lies in as- | in lia- sets1 |0 lia-
1 sets! | bilities! bilities ! |————
Automo-| Other Automo-| Other
biles goods biles goods
All families_ .o....__._. 100 $76 $20 0 $18 $38 $48 0 $19
Families spending per
expenditure unit per
year:
Under $400.__ - 25 54 7 0 7 25 23 0 10
$400 to $600. _ - 37 67 19 0 19 27 36 0 17
$600 and over._ 38 100 29 (1] 24 58 | 7 0 26

1 Averages computed by dividing the total number of families at each expenditure level into the aggregate

increases or decreases of the families reporting such increases or decreases.

At the highest of these three levels withdrawals from savings
accounts equaled increases in liabilities for goods purchased on the
installment plan ($26 in each case). Funds used from the settlement
of insurance policies accounted for $20 of the decrease in assets;

funds borrowed on insurance policies accounted for $18

more.

For

the group, an average decrease in assets accounted for almost $58,
and an average increase in liabilities for $77 out of a total on the debit
side of the balance sheet of $134 as against $129 on the credit side.
The most important of the credit items is again payments of life
insurance premiums which amounted to $74. The only other items
averaging more than $10 were decreases in amounts due on installment
purchases which averaged $24, and increases in funds in savings banks

which averaged $11. (See Tabular Summary, table 4.)

The Negro families reported no debts contracted for the purchase of
automobiles, and no payments on debts for automobiles purchased

prior to the beginning of the year covered by the schedule.

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Chapter 2
Expenditures for Specified Goods

Housing

Housing facilities.

The limited space and the congested living conditions resulting
therefrom in New York City are particularly evident when housing of
Negro families is studied. Of the 99 home-renting Negro families
covered in the present investigation, not one lived in a one-family
house and only 4 lived in two-family houses accommodating one
family above the other. These four families were found in the two
higher economic levels distinguished for the Negro families, those
spending from $400 to $600 per expenditure unit per year and those
spending $600 and over per expenditure unit per year.* Most of the
Negro families cooperating in the investigation lived in Manhattan,
in Harlem, or in San Juan Hill, but a few lived in the other four
boroughs.

Figures on the number of rooms in the dwelling unit and the number
of persons in the household sharing such rooms, show that on the
average it was not until Negro families spent $400 to $600 per expendi-
ture unit for all items that they had one room or more per person, the
standard usually accepted in the United States as indicating the
minimum of necessary space. Among renters of heated apartments,
the type of housing arrangement found most frequently among these
Negro families, there was a marked tendency to less crowding at higher
economic levels since the number of rooms increased while size of
family decreased as the level of expenditure rose. (See Tabular
Summary, table 10.)

The premium upon space is further reflected in the report that only
one Negro family at the highest economic level had garden space, and
only three families at the two highest economic levels had access to
any play space as a part of their dwelling arrangement. In most
families the children must play in the streets if they are to play out-
doors at all as the result of these housing limitations, as there are few
parks in the areas where Negroes live in New York City.

+ For the tables showing details of housing facilities as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the analysis of housing data,
the Negro families have been classified at three levels according to the amount spent per expenditure unit,
as follows: Low, under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600 and over. (See Tabular Summary,
table 8.)
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82 NEW YORK CITY

The effectiveness of New York City tenement house legislation is
again attested by the fact that all the Negro families renting their
dwelling quarters had inside flush toilets and inside running water.
All but one renting family had a bathroom in the dwelling unit. All
but two of these families had electricity for lighting. Difference
in the housing facilities of families at lower as compared with those at
higher economic levels is marked with respect to such items as the
telephone and automatic refrigerators. Only one family at the
lowest level had a telephone, while there were two such families in
the intermediate group and nine in the group at the highest economic
level. Electric refrigerators were reported by 10 families out of the
group of 100, 1 at the lowest level, 2 at the intermediate level, and 7
families at the highest level. The great majority of the Negro families
at every economic level used ice as a means of refrigeration. No
Negro family included in the survey had a garage. The combination
of inside flush toilet, running hot water, electric lights, and gas or
electricity for cooking was reported by an increasing percentage of
families from the lowest to the highest economic level, reaching 100
percent among the group at the highest level.

TABLE 24.— Number of persons per room among wage earners and lower-salaried
clerical workers at successive economic levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

All families Renters of heated apartments

Avergge Avergge
number | number
of rooms |of persons| ?umber
in dwel- | in honge- |0 Persons
lingunit| hold |Perroom

Average | Average
number | number
of rooms |of persons
in dwel- { in house-
ling unit{ hold

Average
number | Number
of persons|of families|
per room

Economie level Average
Number

of families

All families. ....___._ 100 4.57 3.53 0.77 93 4.57 3.48 0.76

Families spending
per expenditure

unit per year:
Under $400.._.__ 25 4.32 4,68 1.08 21 4.04 4.53 1.12
$400 to $600._ . __ 37 4,73 3.26 .69 34 4.91 3.34 .68
$600 and over_.._ 38 4.58 3.02 .66 38 4.58 3.02 .66

Housing expenditures.

Percentage of total expenditures.—When families are classified accord-
ing to economic level, the proportion of total expenditures devoted to
housing and fuel, light, and refrigeration combined is found to decline
irregularly with increase in economic level. Thus Negro families
spending under $300 per expenditure unit per year in New York
devoted 40.4 percent to these two items, at the $500 to $600 level
the percentage declined to 35.3 percent, and among those families
spending $800 or over per expenditure unit the percentage had dropped
to 830.3 percent of the total. At all but two of the seven economic
levels shown, the Negro families were found to be spending more for
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EXPENDITURES FOR SPECIFIED GOODS 83

rent, fuel, light, and refrigeration on the average than the white
families at that level. (See Tabular Summary, table 3.)

Renters.—Since only one of the Negro families studied owned its
own home and only six rented apartments with heat not furnished by
landlord, detailed housing expenditures for these groups were not
computed. Of the 93 Negro families living in apartments with heat
included in rent, 21 at the level spending under $400 per expenditure
unit paid an average rental rate of $31 per month, 34 families in the
$400 to $600 expenditure group paid at the rate of $34 per month
while the 38 families spending $600 or over per expenditure unit per
year paid an average rental rate of $39. (See Tabular Summary,
table 10.)

Secondary housing.—None of the Negro families made any expendi-
tures for room rent for children away at school or for owned vacation
homes. Seven families, of which four were in the group of families
spending $600 or over per expenditure unit, incurred minor expenses
for rent on vacation or trips.

Expenditures for fuel, light, and refrigeration.—Among the Negro
families studied in New York, expenditures for fuel, light, and refrigera-
tion by families at different economic levels are significant chiefly only
with respect to the two latter items, since 93 of the 100 families studied
lived in apartments with heat furnished by the landlord. Expendi-
tures for electricity by these 93 families increased slightly at the higher
economic levels; families spending $600 and over per expenditure unit
paid $27 per year for electricity as compared with an average of $23
for the families spending under $400 per expenditure unit per year.
Expenditures for gas, on the other hand, were about $23 at the two
lower economic levels, but declined to $20 for the group spending
$600 and over per expenditure unit. Ice, the chief refrigerant used,
claimed $20 at the lower economic level, increasing to $24 for families
spending $600 and over per expenditure unit. (See Tabular Sum-
mary, table 11.)

Other items of household operation.——Expenses for items of household
operation other than fuel, light, and refrigeration include water rent,
telephone, domestic service, laundry sent out, and similar items.
Expenditure for these things is definitely larger at the higher economic
levels, representing an average annual expenditure of $30 among the
group of families spending under $400 per expenditure unit per year
and $73 among the group spending $600 and over per expenditure
unit per year. The chief items in this increasing expense were those
for laundry sent out, which increased from $7 at the lowest economic
level distinguished to $31 at the highest level, and telephone which
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increased from $2 at the lowest level to $16 at the highest level. The
third largest item at the highest level was soap flakes and cleaning
powder which accounted for over $4, but which claimed as high or
slightly higher expenditure at the lower economic levels.

Furnishings and Equipment

Expenditures for furnishings and equipment, which except for the
few families just setting up housekeeping represented additions to or
replacement of furniture, rugs, curtains, dishes, silverware, electrical
and miscellaneous equipment, showed a marked variation with eco-
nomic level.? At the lowest level distinguished in the tabulation of
the data in this group of items, namely that of families spending under
$400 per expenditure unit per year, only $20 was spent per family for
all such items, whereas families spending $600 and over per expendi-
ture unit allocated $79 per year for these items. At the lower economiec
levels, the replacements were postponed for a longer period of time
and fewer and less expensive additions to household equipment were
made, reflecting the relatively greater urgency of the family demand
for other items in the budget.

The items purchased by the largest proportion of families at the
lowest economic level were fundamentals of household .equipment,
electric light bulbs, brooms, brushes, and mops. At the highest eco-
nomic level, the items purchased by the largest proportion of families
were likewise electric light bulbs, brooms, brushes and mops, dish-
cloths and cleaning cloths, curtains and draperies, and sheets. Fam-
ilies at the highest level bought rugs and carpets relatively much more
frequently than did families at the lowest level, and the same was true
of living room suites, chairs, dressers, and other pieces of furniture as
well as for silver tableware and china or porcelain tableware.

Of the various groups of items coming under the general head of
furnishings and equipment, those for electrical equipment increased
most markedly from low to high economic levels, as indicated in
table 25.

5 For each of the tables showing details of expenditures as many economic levels have been shown as the
number of cases and the type of data for each particular table would allow. In the analysis of expenditures
for furnishings and equipment, food, clothing, recreation, transportation, medical care, personal care, formal
education, vocation, gifts and contributions to individuals and to community welfare, and miscellaneous
items, Negro families have been classifled at three levels according to the amount spent per expenditure

unit, as follows: Low, under $400; intermediate, $400 to $600; high, $600 and over. (See Tabular Summary,
table 18.)
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EXPENDITURES FOR SPECIFIED GOODS 85

TABLE 25.— Average expendilures for furnishings and equipment among wage
earners and lower-salaried clerical workers at successive economic levels in 1 year
during the period 1934-36

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY

Families spending per expenditure
unit—

Item

$400 to $600 and
Under $400 $600 over

Number of families in survey._ ______ . 25 37 38

Dollars Dollars Dollars
Total expenditure for furnishings and equipment 20. 00 38. 53 79.04

Fumitum ——- -

9.42 22.45 41,61
Textile furnishings___.___________ 7.31 6.86 15.91
Silver, china, and glassware____ .23 .38 1.65
Electrical equipment. .. ___ - 1.20 6.70 14.09
Miscellaneous equipment ... ... 1.84 2.14 5.78

Percent Percent Percent
Total expenditure for furnishings and equipment____.____________ 100.0 100.0 1

Furniture. ... 47.1 58.2 52.7
Textile furnishings._..._..._..__ 36.5 17.8 20,1
Silver, china, and glassware____ 1.2 1.0 2.1
Electrical equipment ___________ 6.0 17.4 17.8
Miscellaneous equipment____________ . __.__________________.. 9.2 5.6 7.3

At the lowest economic level tables are found to be the only item
of furniture purchased by more than 1 family, whereas at the highest
economic level as many as 4 families out of the 38 families purchased
living-room suites, tables, and wood and upholstered chairs.

After light bulbs, the most frequently purchased items of electrical
equipment at the lowest economic level were lamps, purchased by
three families. At the highest economic level, five irons were pur-
chased, four lamps, three electric sewing machines, and two electric
refrigerators.

Food

Annual food expenditures.

The percentage of total expenditures spent for food declined rapidly
with increase in economic level although actual dollar expenditures
increased from the lowest economic level (under $300) to the highest
($800 and over). Thirty-six percent of total expenditures was devoted
to the purchase of food at the lowest economic level and 24 percent
at the highest. In terms of actual dollars spent, however, the average
food expenditure per family was 18 percent higher at the upper level
than at the lower level, where the average annual expenditure per
family was $411. The larger expenditure per family combined with
the fact that the average size of family was smaller at the higher
economic levels resulted in diets considerably more varied, and higher
in nutritive content as the economic level of the family rose. It has
already been noted that the average amount spent for food per food-
expenditure unit increased from an average of $87 among families
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spending less than $300 per expenditure unit to $252 among those
spending $800 or more per expenditure unit. (See Tabular Summary,
table 3; and text table 20.)

The tendency noted among white families toward increasing expendi-
tures for meals away from home with increase in economic level was
characteristic of the Negro families also. When families are classified
by economic level into three groups,® it appears that of each dollar
spent for food 90 cents at the lowest economic level was used to pur-
chase food to be prepared at home while 81 cents at the highest level
was so spent. At each level, meals bought and eaten at work con-
stituted the largest expenditure for food bought and eaten away from
home. The average expenditure per family for this purpose was $31
at the lowest level and $51 at the highest level.

TaBLE 26.—Per capita ex;loenditures Jor food among wage earners and lower-salaried
clerical workers at successive economic levels

NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Average per capita expenditure in 1 week t

Families spending per expenditure
unit per year—

Item
All fami-
lies %6 a
00 an
Under $400 | $400 to $600 over

Number of families surveyed.. .. oo 100 28 37 38

Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
Total expenditure for all foods_ ... ... 2.82 1.97 2.78 4.00
Gram products_ - . 38 30 .39 47
.................. - 16 11 .17 22
Mllk cheese, ice cream._ - .32 .28 .28 .42
Butter and cream..____ - .15 .10 .15 .21
Other fats._________ - 15 08 .14 .24
Meat, poultry, fish, . 79 .46 .86 1.16
Vegetables and fruits_...._____.__________ - 55 41 .50 82
Sugar and sweets ——— - 10 .08 .09 13
Miscellaneous foods. - i 22 .15 .20 33

Percent { Percent Percent Percent

100.0 100.0 0.

13.5 15.2 14.0 11.8
5.7 5.6 6.1 5.5
11. 4 14.2 10.1 10.5
53 51 5.4 5.2
5.3 4,1 5.0 6.0
Meat, poultry, fis 28.0 23.3 310 29.0
Vegetables and fruits. 19.5 20.8 18.0 20.5
Sugar and sweets.__. 3.5 4.1 3.2 3.2
Miscellaneous f00ds. oo oo oo iiicaaeas 7.8 7.6 7.2 8.3

1 The averages for per capita expenditures in 1 week were based on data collected in all quarters of the year.

Food expenditures in 1 week.

Data on 194 separate foods purchased and consumed at home during.
one typical week show the change in the types of foods purchased

6 See footnote 5, p. 84. (See Tabular Summary, table 8.)
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with a marked increase in the average food expenditure. The percent-
age distribution of per capita expenditures for food purchased for
home consumption by the Negro families spending under $400, $400 to
$600, and $600 and over per expenditure unit shows the same decline
in the percentage spent for grain products as was found among the
white families, and the same increase in the percentage spent for mis-
cellaneous foods. The proportion spent for meat, poultry, fish, and
other sea food rose from 23 percent in the lowest group to the very
high level of 31 percent in the middle group to drop slightly (to 29
percent) in the highest group. (See Tabular Summary, table 7; and
text table 26.)

The item most frequently purchased and which required the largest
per capita expenditure of any individual item of food at each level was
whole bottled milk. However, the per capita expenditure for milk is
almost the same at the lowest economic level as it is at the highest.
Account must be taken of the high milk content of the evaporated and
condensed milk consumed in relatively large quantity at the middle
and highest economic level shown. When this is done, it is found that,
among the families at the highest level the average quantities of milk
purchased per capita are approximately 10 percent higher than among
the families at the lowest level, but that the quantity of milk purchased
per capita in the middle group averages slightly below that at the
lowest economic levels. This situation may in part be accounted for
by the fact that milk is a more essential need for children than for
adults and that the age distribution of the group studied differs
considerably from one economic level to another. Reference to table 2
of the Tabular Summary shows that there was a much larger propor-
tion of children under 16 years of age in the groups spending less than
$400 per expenditure unit than in the groups spending $600 and over,
and that the proportion of children in the group spending $400 to $600
per expenditure unit lies in between in this respect.

Average expenditures for milk, cheese, and ice cream increased
about 50 percent from the low and middle groups to the highest
expenditure group, due largely to the increase in expenditure for ice
cream. Expenditures for butter and cream increased 50 percent from
the low to the middle level and another 35 percent from the middle
to the high level.

As with the white families milk is followed closely by white potatoes
and white bread as the food items purchased in greatest quantity.
However, the average quantity purchased per person of these two
items declined from the lowest to the highest economic level.

The same trend noted for white families, i. e., the great increase
in the quantities of fruits and vegetables purchased, especially the

53958°—30——1
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NEW YORK CITY

"*® FOOD EXPENDITURES OF WAGE EARNERS
AND LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT
SUCCESSIVE ECONOMIC LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936
NEGRO FAMILIES
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green and leafy ones, with rise in economic level, was also true of
Negro families. )

An estimate of the adequacy of the food expenditures of the Negro
families to provide the foods needed for growth and health in children,
and health in adults, has been made by calculating for each family,
family size in adequate-food-cost units based on the Bureau of Home
Economics adequate diet at minimum cost (see p. 36). The food
expenditure of each family was divided by this measure of family
size and the resulting figure compared with the calculated cost of this
same diet for a man at moderate work, which was taken as unity in the
adequate-food-cost scale. The figures furnish the basis for an esti-
mate of the proportion of families spending enough for nutritionally
adequate food. The proportion proved to be 64 percent for all the
Negro families studied. The percentage spending enough to purchase
an adequate diet rose very rapidly with the economic level of the
group as shown in figure 13. (For limitations of this method of calcu-
lation, see p. 36.)

Fig. 13
PROPORTION OF FAMILIES OF WAGE EARNERS AND
LOWER-SALARIED CLERICAL WORKERS AT SUCCESSIVE
ECONOMIC LEVELS SPENDING ENOUGH TO PURCHASE
AN ADEQUATE DIET AT MINIMUM COST
NEW YORK CITY, 1934-1936

NEGRO FAMILIES
ECONOMIG LEVELS PERCENT

( AMOUNT SPENT PER
Excenoirure umir) O, 20 40 60 80 100

ALL FAMILIES

UNDER $400

$ 400,48 $600

$600 a0 OVER

NOTE— The Adsguate Diet At Minimum Cost of the Unifed States Bureau of Home
Economics Was Used as the Basis for these Computations

U. S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS J
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Clothing

Total expenditures per family for clothing.

Total expenditures for clothing by Negro families at the lowest
economic level averaged $140, declined slightly to $122 for the inter-
mediate group, and reached a high of $180 for the highest economic
level.” Differences in size of family at these three different levels
resulted in average clothing expenditures per clothing expenditure
unit at three levels of $39, $48, and $72, respectively.

That the custom of buying clothes ready to wear extends to the
Negro families cooperating in the investigation is indicated by the
overwhelming proportion of total clothing expenditures going to the
purchase of ready-made clothing. Expenditures for yard goods and
findings used for sewing garments at home averaged only slightly over
$3 per family at the lowest economic level, dropped to $2 at the next
level, and rose to almost $4 at the highest level. Paid help for sewing
claimed a very small proportion of the expenditures for Negro families.
Only six families reported expenditures for this service.

Gifts of clothing, if paid for from family funds and exchanged within
the economic family, were not recorded as gifts, but simply as clothing
expenses of the. family. When, however, gifts were received from
persons outside the family circle, an attempt was made to ascertain
their value. Fifty-six percent of the families at the lowest economic
level, 43 percent of the families spending $400 to $600, and 68 percent
of the families at the highest economic level reported receiving such
gifts. The value of such gifts, as estimated by the families, averaged
$8 for all families at the lowest economic level and $12 at the highest
economic level, but as a large proportion of the families could not esti-
mate the value of the items received, the above figures do not give a
complete account of this item.

Clothing expenditures for men and boys.

The men and boys aged 18 years and over in the Negro families
studied in New York purchased clothing of an average value of $37 per
person at the lowest economic level, $43 per person at the next level,
and $68 at the highest level. The limited numbers of cases of boys
less than 18 years old in these 100 families bars comparison of average
clothing expenditures in lower age groups with those of older men.

When the clothing expenditures of Negro men 18 years of age and
over are grouped according to types of garments (see table 27) expendi-
tures for outerwear and footwear are found to constitute 73 percent of
the total. However, both of these groups required a decreasing pro-
portion of total expenditures with rise in economie level. On the con-
trary the percentage allotted to miscellaneous items, which includes
ties, gloves, ete., almost doubled from the lowest to the highest
economic level. One of the largest expenses in this group was for

7 See footnote 5, p. 84. See Tabular Summary, table 17.
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cleaning and repairing, for which the average expenditure per man us-
ing such services was $1.77 at the lowest economic level, and $4.77 at
the highest.

Seventy-one percent of the men at the lowest economic level bought
street shoes, averaging 1.6 pairs per man purchasing, at an average
price of $3.75 per pair; at the highest economic level, 73 percent of the
men bought street shoes, averaging 1.5 per man purchasing, at
an average price of $5.30 per pair. Work shoes were purchased by
14 percent at the lowest level and 17 percent at the highest. Half of
the men at the lowest level bought an average of 3.3 ties at an average
price of 65 cents, while at the highest economic level 68 percent of
the men bought 4.1 ties at an average price of 73 cents.

Purchases of overcoats were made by one man out of four at the
lowest economic level, by one out of eight at the intermediate level, and
by one out of five at the highest economic level. Topcoats on the
other hand were purchased by 1 out of 17 men at the lowest economic
level, 1 out of 50 at the intermediate economic level, and by 1 out of
14 at the highest economic level distinguished. At the lowest eco-
nomic level the average price for the overcoats was $20, and for the
topcoats $16, while among families spending $600 and over per
expenditure unit per year, the average price paid for men’s overcoats
was $26 and for topcoats $21. Men at the lowest economic level
purchased a new heavy wool suit on the average of once in 4 years,
those at the next higher level once in 5 years, and those at the highest
economic level once in a little under 3 years. The average price paid
for these suits by men in families at the lowest economic level was $25
and at the highest economic level was $31. A new lightweight wool
suit was purchased on the average once in 9 years at an average price
of $21 by men in families at the lowest economic level, whereas by men
at the highest economic level such suits were purchased on the average
once in 4 years at am average price of $23.

TaBLE 27.—Distribution of annual clothing expenditures for individuals in families
at successtve economic levels

MEN AND BOYS 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER
NEGRO FAMILIES—NEW YORK CITY, 1934-36

Clothing expenditures per person in—

Families spending per Families spending per
Sex, age group, and type of clothing expenditure unit per expenditure unit per
All year— All year—
families families|
Under | $400 to [$600 and Under | $400 to | $600 and
$400 $600 over $400 $600 over

Males 18 years of age and over: Percent| Percent| Percent| Percent
Headwear. $2.74 | $2.23 | $1.93 $3.95 5.5 6. 4.5 5.8
Outerwear. 20.05 | 20.29 34.79 51.2 53.6 46.8 511
Underwear 3.00 2.75 5.62 7.8 8.0 6.3 8.3
Footwear.____.____ 8.96 | 10.77 12. 82 22.1 24.0 24.8 18.9
Miscellaneous items. . 3.14 7.61 10.78 13.4 8.4 17.6 15.9
Totalo oo 37.38 | 43.35 67.96 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
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NEW YORK CITY

"' DISTRIBUTION OF ANNUAL CLOTHING EXPEN-
DITURES FOR INDIVIDUALS IN FAMILIES AT
SUCCESSIVE ECONOMIC LEVELS
NEW YORK CITY 1934-1936
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Clothing expenditures for women and girls.

Women and girls 18 years of age and over spent practically the same
amounts for clothing at each economic level as did men and boys in the
same age group as contrasted with the white |group, in which the
women spent considerably more than the men. The annual expendi-
tures of the women and girls 18 years of age and over averaged $34 at
the lowest level, $45 at the next level, and $74 at the highest level.
The limited numbers of cases of girls aged less than 18 among the
Negro families studied in New York City precludes a comparison of
expenditures among women and girls of different age groups.

Classification of clothing expenditures by type of article indicates
that among Negro women and girls aged 18 and over in New York,
outerwear, headwear, and footwear together accounted for 78 percent
of their total clothing expenditures (table 28). TFootwear (including
shoes, rubbers, and hosiery) was the largest item of expense, with an
average of $20 for all Negro women; outerwear (coats, suits, dresses,
blouses, and sweaters), representing an average expenditure of $18,
was second ; underwear with $6 came third ; miscellaneous items (in-
cluding accessories) were fourth with an average of $5.50, and head-
wear, averaging $3, represented the smallest expenditure. When
these items are further classified by economic level, the respective
ranks of