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BULLETIN OF THE
U. S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS.

WHOLE NO. 228. WASHINGTON. NOVEMRER, 1917.
RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916.
INTRODUCTION.

This bulletin, continuing the regular series on Retail Prices and
Cost of Living, gives the actual sale prices during 1916 of 28 articles
of food, 8 textiles, 2 kinds of anthracite coal, bituminous coal, and
gas. The prices per loaf of bread, together with the scaling weights
of dough before baking, are shown in Table B. The price of bread
per pound is shown in Table C.

To enable the reader to see the percentage changes in prices more
readily, the money prices of 27 articles of food and of stove, chest-
nut, and bituminous coal are reduced to relative prices, the average
prices for 1916 being taken as 100. Individual relative prices for 15
of the 27 tood commodities have been computed for the period 1907 to
1913, and general weighted relative prices or index numbers for these
commodities combined have been calculated for that period, the price
of each article being weighted according to the quantity consumed in
the average workingman’s family, as shown in the Eighteenth Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Labor. Beginning with 1914, satis-
factory prices and weights for three other food commodities, chuck
roast, plate boiling beef, and bread, have been obtained, and these
additional articles are included in the relative prices and the
index numbers for 1914. For all the months of 1915 and 1916
the weighted index numbers have been constructed trom the actual
prices of 22 different food commodities. The 4 commodities added
to the former list are cheese, rice, tea, and coffec. While relative
prices were made from the actual money prices of onions, beans,
prunes, raisins, and canned salmon, these prices were not used in
making the weighted index numbers because no weights could be
ascribed to them.
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6 RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916.

No relative prices were computed for 2 articles for which actual
prices are quoted in Table A of this report. These articles are leg of
lamb, -generally known to the trade as ‘‘ yearling,” which term, with
some firms, includes sheep of varying ages at different seasons of
the year; and storage eggs, for which quotations are secured for only
four months of each year.

The actual prices per pound of bread and the corresponding rela-
tive prices were not calculated prior to 1914, because some of the
reports of bread weights by bakers were not entirely satisfactory.

Actual prices of eight kinds of dry goods, of three kinds of coal, and
of manufactured and natural gas are given. The coal prices are
reduced to relatives, but are not included in the retail price index
numbers. It is greatly to be desired that the retail price index
should be extended to include dry goods used for clothing and house
furnishings, fuel, and rents, as well as a larger number of foods, but
this can not be done until acceptable weights can be found for each
new article to be added to the present list.

The money prices at retail are shown for food, dry goods, and coal
in Tables A, C, D, and E, and for gas in Table 7.

Relative prices for the most important foods are presented in
summary form in Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4, and for coal in Table 6, the
more striking changes in prices being discussed in the text.

SUMMARY.
FOOD.

Table 1 presents the individual relative prices and the combined
index numbers of 15 food commodities for the period 1907 to 1913,
and of 18 food commodities for 1914, and of 22 food commodities for
1915 and 1916. The combined relative prices or index numbers for
1915 and 1916 are made up, as explained on the page preceding, from
the average prices of 22 articles of food, but in making the index
number for 1914 the prices of only the 18 articles reported for both
1915 and 1914 were compared, in order to get the percentage the 1914
prices were of the 1915 prices. In the'same manner the index num-
ber for 1913 was made by comparing the prices ot the 15 commodi-
ties 1eported for 1913 with identical articles reported in 1914, and so
on year by year back to 1907.
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY, 7

TsBLE 1.—YEARLY RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD, 1907 TO 1916.

[Average price for 1916=100.]

Article. 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913 | 1914 | 1915 | 1916
Sirloinsteak..eeeovovanean.n 94 100
Round steak....oo...... - 94 100
Ribroast..eeeeneneann.s . 94 100
Chuckroast....._..... . 95 100
Plate boiling beef. 95 { - 100
Pork chops.. 89 100

04 100

89 100

84 100

88 100

Canned salmon... . 98 100
Eggs, strictly fresh.. .. 91 100
Butter, creamery........ 91 100
Cheese......ooeennnnnn. 90 100
11 | R 97 100
Bread................... .. 96 100
Flour....cocvvveerunnnns .- 93 100
Cornmeal............... .- 96 100
RiCe..veiiiiecaaannas .. 100 100
Potatoes................ .. 57 100
Onions......cocevevenn.- 71 100
Beans.......ceoeeaann.. 71 100
Prunes.................. 101 100
RaiSiNS.eeecerneanaannnn .. creeeae 97 100
310 Tz S .. 82 100
Coffee. .......cooiiiiininiians 100 100
B 100 100
All articles combined. . .. 72 74 78 82 81 86 88 90 89 100

This table shows that prices in 1916 were more than 12 per cent
higher than in 1915—a much greater increase than in any other year
shown. Food prices have risen each year since 1907 except 1911 and
1915, and in 1916 were more than 39 per cent higher than in 1907.
Every article reported for the period has increased in price each year
almost without exception save for the years 1911 and 1915. Milk
shows the smallest increase for the period, 18 per cent, while round
steak shows the greatest, 61 per cent. Only two articles, potatoes
and sugar, in any year dropped below the prices of 1907. In 1915,
14 of the 27 foodstuffs carried fell in price when compared with the
prices in 1914. Even so, the price level in 1915 was higher than in
any previous year except 1914. Prunes were cheaper in 1916 than
in 1915; rice, coffee, and tea remained the same in price; all the other
23 articles carried made advances in price ranging from 2 per cent for
canned salmon to 75 per cent for potatoes.

The table also shows on the last line the change in the relative
prices of all articles of food combined, from year to year, 1907 to
1916. Table 2, next presented, gives.the change month by month,
for all articles combined, during the year 1916.
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8 RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916,

TABLE 2.—RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD FOR THE YEAR 1916, BY MONTHS.

[Average price for 1916=100.1

] ]
Month. Relative. Month. Relative. ' Month. Relative. |/ Month, Relative.

|

]
January.. 94 || April... 96 ‘ July......... 97 || October...... 106
February 93 || May.. 96 || August....... 100 || November. .. 111
March.... 94 || June... 98 || September. .. 104 || December.... 111

Table 3 gives the individual relative prices for the United States
of the several articles for which comparable money prices could be
obtained for the years 1907 to 1916, and for each month beginning
with January, 1912. The accompanying chart (Al to A6) enables one
to follow the fluctuations month by month from January, 1912, more

readily than can be done from the table of relative prices.

In using

this chart it must be remembered that all prices were obtained on
the 15th of each month. Thus, prices for August, 1914, reflect the
panicky conditions following the outbreak of the war in Europe.

RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD BY MONTHS, 1912 TO 1916
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY.
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RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916,
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14 RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916,

TABLE 3.~RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES OF
[Average price for 1916=100.]

I
SI- 112 ound| Rib | Chuck|, P1ate | pork Sal-
"6 . in | ; iling Bacon. m.| Lard.|Hens. on, |Eggs.
Year or month S%gg]l{' steak. | roast.| roast. bg@e?." chops.| Z2C¢0 Ha ar cz]zlrxmea 883
66 62 ; 7
68 65 79
71 67 85
75 71 90
75 72 86
85 81 91
93 91 92
95 96 94
94 94 91
100 100 100
January.. . ....... 76 73 117
76 73 107
78 74. 73
81 78 70
87 83 69
88 85 70
89 85 76
August............. 91 86 82
September....__.__. 90 85 93
October...._....._. 88 84 104
86 82 120
86 82 112
87 84 99
88 84 84
90 87 70
93 91 67
94 91 70
95 92 74
97 95 80
97 95 88
September........_. 96 95 100
October....._...... 94 95 111
November.......... 93 93 132
December........_. 92 92 127
92 93 116 ¢
93 93 97 !
93 94 82
93 94 68
95 95 71
96 97 751
99 | 100 80 |
August._. ... ..., 102 103 89 |
September........_. 99 101 98 ¢
October_........... 96 97 104
November, 93 96 120 |
December 94 94 127 .
1915. ! |
January............ 93 93 94 | 95 97 82 95 90 88 86 98 | 118
February... . ... g1 91 93 94 96 79 93 88 87 88 98
March.......... 90 90 92 93 95 78 92 87 87 90 98 68 t
April ... .l 92 91 93 93 95 87 92 86 86 91 98 69
May............ 94 94 94 95 96 92 92 87 86 91 98 70
June............ 96 96 96 96 96 91 93 89 86 89 98 71
July ... ... 97 98 97 97 96 93 94 90 83 88 98 74
August...._.... - 97 97 96 | 97 96 95 94 89 80 87 98 81
September... ... .97 97 96 96 96 99 94 89 79 88 98 93
October........ .| 95 95 95 96 95 102 95 90 82 87 98 | 107
November. ..... .. 94 93 94 94 94 92 95 91 83 86 98 | 122
December. . 92 92 93 93 93 81 95 92 83 86 98 | 124
1916.
94 93 94 94 94 82 95 | 100 | /100 92 99 ! 113
94 93 95 94 95 85 95| 101 | 101 94 99 93
96 95 97 96 97 96 96 | 103 | 104 97 99 76
99 98 99 100 100 99 98 106 | 107 | 100 99 73
102 102 { 102 102 102 101 9 108 | 115 | 102 99 75
105 106 | 105 106 105 102 100 109 | 117 103 99 80
105 106 | 104 104 103 103 101 110 | 119 | 102 99 85
104 105} 103 103 101 107 1021 111 120 ¢+ 101 100 97
104 105 | 103 103 102 115 103 113 127 | 103 100 | 110
October............ 101 101 100 101 101 109 104 113 132 | 103 101 122
November.._....._. 99 99 99 99 100 103 104 113 146 101 103 137
December. .. ...... 98 98 J 99 98 100 98 104 113 148 ; 102 105 141
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 15

FOOD IN THE UNITED STATES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916, BY ARTICLES.
[Average price for 1916=100.]

But- | ¢ ¢ Corn | s, | Poia- i
| ter. Cheese.| Milk. Bread.| Flour. -, Rice.| 3 " Onions.| Beans.| Prunes.

Sugar.

®
o

............................. (63 PN N

98 90 99 92 92 97 | 100 55 69 66 102 97 751 100 | 100
96 91 98 97 102 98 | 100 54 69 69 102 97 80 | 100 | 100
91 90 97 97 101 97 | 100 53 67 69 102 97 821 100 ! 100
91 90 97 97 102 97 | 100 55 74 70 102 97 83 | 100 100
88 91 96 98 103 97 | 100 58 87 69 102 97 851 100 | 100
88 91 96 98 96 97 | 100 64 82 69 101 97 & | 100 | 100
87 90 96 97 93 96 | 100 55 72 69 101 97 87 | 100 | 100
85 88 97 97 92 96 | 100 53 63 69 101 97 841 100 | 100
85 88 97 96 87 96 | 100 51 61 69 101 97 81 { 100 | 100
89 89 97 95 84 9 | 100 61 67 72 100 97 76 1 100 | 100
b9 90 98 95 84 95 99 62 68 77 99 97 81 | 100 | 100
98 92 98 95 85 95 99 69 71 81 99 97 84| 100 | 100
97 94 98 95 89 95 | 100 88 83 99 98 84 | 100 | 100
96 96 98 95 93 96 1 100 91 90 84 99 98 85| 100 | 100
102 97 97 95 89 95 1 100 90 91 84 99 98 93| 100 | 100
105 96 97 95 89 96 | 100 89 98 85 99 98 991 100 | 100
94 96 97 95 89 9 | 100 91 104 85 99 98 [ 106 | 100 ; 100
92 95 97 95 87 9 { 100 ; 108 111 88 99 98 | 108 | 100 | 100
90 M 97 95 86 96 | 100 87 109 | 106 100 99 [ 109 | 100 | 100
93 95 99 98 100 98 | 100 91 1020 110 100 99 [ 106 | 100 | 100
9 99 | 100 105 110 | 100 | 100 | 104 94 110 100 | 100 96 | 100 | 100
106 104 | 103 1110 115 104 | 100 | 106 96 111 101 | 101 | 102 | 100 { 100
111 13 | 106 15 129 112 | 100 | 128 105 124 103 [ 106 ; 107 | 100 | 100
114 120 ¢ 110 107 124 | 116 | 100 | 128 116 130 103 | 108 | 104 | 100 | 100
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16 RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916.

Until 1916 the seasonal price changes which take place in many
articles had so affected the movement of prices that the chart for
the 15 food commodities combined shows very clearly the seasonal
variations. For 1916, however, there was an upward movement from
July on entirely unbroken by any downward trend. This upward
tendency is a reflection of the unusual advance in a number of articles
such as lard, potatoes, butter, milk, flour, sugar, and eggs.

The three beef cuts, sirloin and round steaks and rib roast, while
following a marked seasonal fluctuation, show an advance from year
to year. The high point in 1914 occurring in August was due to the
abnormal rise which immediately followed the outbreak of the
European war, but prices for 1915 seem to have returned to normal.

Butter prices fluctuated markedly with noticeable seasonal changes,
while milk showed but small variations in price until 1916, when the
higher prices of stock feed and labor forced up the prices.

The pork products, pork chops, bacon, and ham, show seasonal
changes with. a more marked slump in 1915 than is shown in the beef
cuts, but exhibit the same upward tendency within the five years.
The price of lard, however, while rising rapidly during most of 1912,
shows no considerable rise during the succeeding three years when
most articles were affected by the European war, but declined during
that period. Toward the end of 1915, however, the price of lard in-
creased and continued to rise rapidly during 1916 until in December
it was 87 per cent higher than in September, 1915, when it was at
its lowest price since 1912.

From the beginning of 1912 to the middle of 1914 the price move-
ments of flour and sugar were similar, both tending downward.
At the outbreak of the European war both flour and sugar made a
sudden advance, the latter jumping more than 50 per cent. Both
flour and sugar declined in the later months of 1914 but neither fell
to the level obtaining before the war.

Relative prices for bread have been computed only from 1914 on,
and the movement of bread prices is entered on the chart for the last
three years. In the latter half of 1914 bread made a decided jump,
as did flour, but from early in 1915 to July, 1916, it dropped slightly,
and made another sharp advance from then until November, when it
dropped again, but not to the previous level.

By the end of 1916 eggs were higher than at any other time dur-
ing the five years, but only 5 per cent higher than in November,
1913. Hens, too, in 1916, rose beyond the level they had reached
during the five years, although usually the price of hens declines
as egg prices go up. Potatoes reached a high point in 1912, but
with this exception they were much higher at the end of 1916 than at
any other time, and the rise from September, 1915, to December,
1916, was startling—149 per cent.
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 17
YEARLY AND MONTHLY PRICE CHANGES.

Table 4 shows for the United States the relative retail prices of
food for each year, 1907 to 1916, and for each month from January,
1912, to December, 1916; the per cent of increase or decrease in
1916 as compared with each spectfied year or month; and the per
cent of increase or decrease in each year as compared with the year
preceding, and in each month compared with the month preceding.

The relative prices shown in the table are the relative prices of the
several articles weighted according to the average consumption in
workingmen’s families (as shown by the bureau’s investigation of
1901), and are computed with the average price for the year 1916
as the base.

As previously stated, relative prices were computed for the period
1907 to 1913 for 15 articles. For 1914, relative prices were computed
for three other articles, chuck roast, plate boiling beef, and bread,
and these three articles are included in the index numbers beginning
with 1914. For 1915 and 1916 relative prices were computed for
nine additional articles—cheese, rice, onions, beans, prunes, raisins,
coffee, tea, and canned salmon. However, as the bureau has figures
from which weights can be established for only cheese, rice, coffee,
and tea, only these articles are included in the weighted index num-
bers for 1915 and 1916.

The first column of the table shows that the price of food in 1907
was 72 per cent of the average price in 1916, that in 1908 it was 74 per
cent of the average price in 1916, etc.; the second column shows that
the price in 1916 was 39 per cent higher than the price in 1907, that the
price in 1916 was 35 per cent higher than the price in 1908, etc.; and
the third column shows that the price in 1908 was 3 per cent higher
than the price in 1907, that the price in 1909 was 5 per cent higher than
the price in 1908, ete.

While the percentage change in prices can not be measured by sub-
tracting relative prices without shifting the base, yet, as explained on
page 369 (Appendix A) of Bulletin No. 156, it is easily possible to com-
pare prices for any dates for which comparison is not already shown
by dividing the relative prices to be compared by the relative price of
the period or date which is desired as the base. For instance, if it is
desired to measure the difference in price from 1907 to December,
1916, the relative prices for these two dates, viz, 72 and 111, respec-
tively, should be divided by the relative price for 1907, thus giving 100
per cent for 1907, and 154 per cent for December, 1916, on the 1907
base, showing 54 per cent increase in price in December, 1916, over the
average price for 1907.

104570°—17—2
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18

RETAIL PRICES, 1907 TO DECEMBER, 1916.

TABLE 4.—RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD AND PER CENT OF INCREASE OR
DECREASE, IN THE UNITED STATES, FROM 1907 TO 1916, BY YEARS AND BY

MONTHS.
Average price for 1916=100. + indicates increase; — indicates decrease; +0 indicates ‘“no change.”
)2 g
Per cent of increase Per cent of increase
or decrease in— or decrease in—
Each Each
Rel specified Rel specified
ela- year as ela- year as
Year or month. tive c(}gllﬁa";:d compared Year or month. tive colglma%z 4/compared
price. witl?each with year price. Withpeach with year
speciﬁerd preacggmg specified pr(;c:gmg
year ol year or
month. ué;’iléltlh month, ué%’éltlh
month month
preceding. ‘preceding.
;i +§g .......... 1914
T + 3| Januar 91
Ve et +10 + 0
gg i igg i g February . 88 +14 -3
81 +23 T 1 || Mareh... 87 +15 -1
86 +16 +6 April.. 85 +18 — 2
88 T T o May... 86 +16 + 1
90 +11 T 2 June................. 87 +15 + 1
89 +12 Tty 90 +11 + 3
100 +12 August.......o....... 94 + 6 + 4
""""" September . 94 + 6 + 0
October.............. 93 + 8 -1
November........... 93 + 8 + 0
January.............. 87 +15 + 1 || December............ 92 +9 -1
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. 19
DEALERS’ COMMENTS ON PRICE CHANGES.

In connection with the price quotations furnished the Bureau of
Labor Statistics each month, the retail merchants are invited to
state ‘“the cause of any material advance or decline in the price of
any article since the middle of last month.”” Some of the statements
of the opinions of the retail merchants accompanying price reports
for January to December follow. The name of the city but not of the

dealer is shown.
JANUARY.

Boston.—There is an advance in almost everything since last
month, such as potatoes, hams, lamb, and flour. Potatoes, they
claim, are short and are sending them across to war countries, thereby
shortening our market, and predictions are that potatoes will be
worth 60 or 70 cents before winter is over.

Chicago.—Can not give any reason for the advance in price of
meats, neither can our suppliers, There is plenty of goods to buy
here, no scarcity of meat of any kind, but they are certainly high in
their prices and it is cutting down the demand for the goods; also
find that people are doing with less than usual.

Fall River.—Strictly fresh eggs—very little demand caused change
in prices. Potatoes—talk of scarcity caused several advances. Also
delay in shipments from distant points.

Little Rock.—Pork loins are some cheaper. Best chops selling for
20 cents a pound. Packers claim there is a slow demand for them
and that causes them to sell cheaper. Are buying hogs cheaper.

Los Angeles.—There has been a scarcity of good potatoes on this
market lately and they are steadily advancing.

Philadelphia.—Eggs have taken quite a drop since last report,
caused by mild open weather starting young pullets to lay.

Pittsburgh.—Everything in the line of fresh meats is going sky
high in prices again. Everything practically has raised 3 cents per
pound, wholesale.

Seattle.—The reason they give us for the advance in beans is the
shipment of large quantities to the Eastern States.

FEBRUARY.

Dallas.—Flour and sugar advance by reason we do not know, but
at this time of year an advance in price of these two commodities is
generally expected. Fresh eggs are coming in very plentifully on
account of mild warm weather. Irish potatoes advance from 29
cents to 37 cents a peck, effected by scarcity of supply and demand.
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MARCH.

Baltimore.—Creamery butter has advanced sharply, but we have
not advanced retail prices accordingly. Inferior grades of potatoes
sell at 24 to 30 cents per peck, according to size and quality.

Little Rock.—Sugar has advanced about 75 cents per 100 pounds.

Memphis.—There has been a decided increase in the packers’
prices for beef and pork the last month.

Portland.—Butter advances 10 to 12 cents per pound, caused by
demand from Seattle.

APRIL,

Dallas.—Lard up in price on account of high price of cottonseed oil.
MAY.

Butte.—Market conditions around this State have not responded
as promptly to the general advance on every item that we carry on
our shelves. The reason to assign is that most of the dealers are
carrying fairly heavy stocks for this period of the year, and are held
down by competition from advancing prices in proportion to the
advance in their costs if they had to buy new goods. It was but a
short time back that we were paying from 6 to 61 cents for the best
wether mutton by the carcass. To-day’s price is 16 cents with 20
cents for ‘‘saddles.” We are speaking now of wholesale costs. Beef
is up to 13 cents for the fanciest steers, and poultry is hardly obtaina-
ble at any price, the stock offered being very poor. Idaho farmers
are enjoying the competition of the storage egg buyers who are taking
all of their offerings at prices that are netting them from $1.50 to $2
per case above former prices for the same time of the year.

Fall River.—Butter has dropped 2 cents a pound within a week—will
drop 2 cents more on the 16th of May. Grass butter now coming in.

Philadelphia.—The shortage in supply of hens is reason for increase
in price, the demand for the “ Jewish Passover,” which is increasing
yearly, cleaned up all live fowls in near-by sections—paying as high
as 23 cents for live. Naturally, the farmers will not kill but sell
alive.

San Francisco.—On account of scarce quantities received here,
hens, year or more old, dressed, not drawn, are 27 cents per pound.

JULY.

Butte.—Mutton is declining in cost from a maximum wholesale
price of 17 cents for prime wethers. The navy bean market is a
problem, both eastern and western markets are asking close to 10
cents per pound for stock that a year ago was worth from $3.50 to
$3.75 per hundredweight. We have advanced our retailing price
to 124 cents, following the market,.
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Chicago.—Advance in beans said to be due to the heavy buying
by the Government. Was told that owing to militia being called
out and the commissary buying up beans (navy) was the reason for
their going up.

Columbus.—Beans—advance caused by light holdings and in-
creased demand by mobilization camps of National Guards. Smoked
meats advance. Big demand by National Guard Commissary as
most likely cause.

Piitsburgh.—Everything is still up in the price and going higher,
they say. Everything is scarce in the line of live stock.

Portland.—Beans of all kinds, particularly small beans, now
quoted 124 cents. Cause? Assumedly, “War.”

Rochester.—Fresh eggs are being used instead of meat during the
hot weather. Southern potatoes are coming in freely and in good

shape.
AUGUST.

Chicago.—Milk—advance over previous month caused by general
increased costs of milk, labor, and supplies of all kinds.

Chicago.—Declines on rib roast and chuck roast. These cuts do
not sell in the extreme hot weather as do the steaks and chops, which
leaves somewhat of a surplus of these parts on hand, so we reduce
the price to dispose of them.

Cincinnati.—Market lower on all kinds of beef. Choice sides of
beef selling now at 134 cents a pound. Price in July 14% cents.
Lambs firm. Choice selling at 19 and 20 cents a pound, whole.
Pork and provisions strong and scarce—strike on.

New Orleans.—New rice arriving lowers price of old rice from cold
storage, while better than new for cooking, must be sold quick to
avoid bugs. Scarcity of hogs cause of great rise in prices in last 30
days.

New York.—The price of flour has advanced on account of crop
shortage, to our knowledge.

Omaha.—Shortage of grass and dry spell is cause of advance in milk.

Omaha.—Flour—reports of rust and storms, North. Butter and
cheese—dry pastures (cause of advances).

Pittsburgh.—Everything took a drop except pork and it is going
higher on account of the shortage in dressed pork, as you know all
pork packers are having a time on account of the men striking that
kill pigs.

Rochester.—The rise in the price of flour is due to the shortage of
wheat, and the rise in butter and potatoes due to dryness.

8t. Paul.—Milk—advance due to a scarcity of milk on account of
a very dry season. _

Scranton.—Flour has taken a sharp advance in the last week. We
understand it is caused by evidence of rust in wheat.
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SEPTEMBER.

Birmingham.—High price of feed has made it necessary to advance
the price of milk.

El Paso.—Advance in milk due to high price of feed stuff, the
advance of which is 50 per cent over this time last year.

El Paso.—Owing to the price of feed, we raised our prices on milk
September 11, 1916.

El Paso.—On account of high cost of feed stuff, we raised price of
milk September 21 to hold good through October at least.

Kansas City.—The Milk Producers Association has been trying to
get 12 cents per quart for ““A” milk, but certified milk is only bringing
12} cents. So now the association is trying to raise the “A’” milk
to 11 cents retail and 9 cents wholesale. So far we are only getting
10 cents,

Omaha.—On account of scarcity of supply and increase in expenses
the price of milk has advanced.

Philadelphia.—Fresh eggs are exceedingly scarce—the supply is
short, helped with the fact that this is the molting season, and while
they would naturally be scarce at this period of the year, there is a
shortage that is hard to account for.

Rochester.—New York State potatoes are coming in poor and the
supply is not equal to the demand. Strictly fresh eggs are hard to

obtain.
OCTOBER.

Baltimore.—Hens are very scarce and high.

Dallas—Owing to high price of feed and other expenses, have
raised price of milk. All the dairymen have advanced. Two of the
largest have been charging this before; one of these has advanced
above 50 cents per gallon, but the majority are 50 cents. It was
almost unanimous. There was no agreement; each man seemed to
feel it necessary to go up or go out of business.

Denver.—The demand for fresh eggs exceeds the supply. Con-
sequently, the price is away up.

New York.—Milk strike of farmers from October 1 to 15 reduced
shipment of milk to 20,000 quarts.

Pittsburgh.—Feed is high, stock scarce and poorly fed. Prospects
not bright for holidays at this time.

Providence.—Higher cost and increase in operating expense cause
the increase in the price of milk.

Springfield.—Salmon and all canned sea foods have advanced, due
to the high cost of packing in tins, advance in labor, and also because
of the scarcity and high prices of fresh meats in this country.
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NOVEMBER.

Baltimore.——Advance in price of milk in effect from November 1
made necessary by granting increase to producers.

Birmingham.—Milk advanced on account of high cost of feed stuff.

Denver.—High prices of feed and a general scarcity of churning
cream is the cause of the rise in butter. Fresh eggs are as scarce as
hen’s teeth and are at a premium. Pity the poor consumer. Milk
is sold at cost. At present there is no profit. We do not want to
deprive a number of poor families of milk, who we know can not
afford to pay more—hence the same old price.

Indianapolis.—City ordinance enforcing pasteurization of all milk
except a milk equal to a certified product.

Milwaukee.—Farmers increased their price for milk.

Minneapolis.—Beginning November 16, 1916, milk will be 9 cents
a quart owing to scarcity of milk, Farmers can sell to cheese fac-
tories for 10 cents a gallon. Farmers have organized and will get
very high prices.

Newark.—The cause of the enormous price of lard is due (as I was
told) to the export to England.

New Orleans.—From November 16, on account of the higher price
paid to farmers, we will increase the price of milk to consumers to 6
cents a pint and 11 cents a quart. The majority of local milkmen
have increased the price to consumers to 6 cents a pint and 12 cents
a quart on account of the increased price of feed and everything else.

New Orleans.—The high price of feed compelled us to increase the
price of milk or go out of business.

Omaha.—Raisins we have are cold storage, no new ones in yet, very
scarce. Navy beans—we order 3 sacks, get one bushel. Potatoes—
hold up here. There seemed to be a good crop, too. One farmer
that we know raised 900 bushels and had them in his cellar a month
ago. Cheese is selling 30 cents a pound at the wholesalers to-day.

Pittsburgh.—Am now selling milk at 9 cents per quart owing to
increase of price to producer.

Pittsburgh.—The increase in price of milk necessary on account of
increased price demanded by the producers.

St. Paul.—We raised the price of milk because the feed is so high.

San Francisco.—It has come to our notice that certain companies
are buying all the turkeys available out here, which means that the
price will be very high. We do not handle poultry.

Scranton.—We do not try to account for advance in prices. The
country seems to have gone mad on high prices with the exception
of wages and salaries.

Springfield—Commission merchants have attributed the extreme
high price of potatoes to the shortage of cars. Eggs, they believe,
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to a certain extent are cornered by food speculators. Beans are
out of a poor man’s reach on account of the enormous output to the
warring nations of Europe.

Washington.—Raw milk has advanced from 9 cents to 10 cents
per quart because of increased cost of production.

DECEMBER.

Birmingham.—All high prices due to short crops and European
war.

Philadelphia.—Egg supply increased a little since last report and
prices weakened, but these last few days’ supply has decreased and
prices have gone back to former quotation.

BREAD WEIGHTS.

This report shows, together with prices, the scaling weight (weight
of dough before baking), in ounces, of the principal brands of bakers’
wheat bread as reported by representative bakeries in each of the
cities on the 15th of each month, January to December, 1916, and
for comparative purposes for the corresponding dates of 1915, where
available.

Owing to the increased cost of labor and of flour and other in-
gredients, the prices of 139 brands of bread were increased during
the latter half of 1916. This change was sometimes accompanied by
an increase in weight. In other cases, the weight did not change
when the price increased, and in a few cases the weight was reduced
when the price changed.

Table C shows the prices of bread on the basis of 16 ounces of dough
as computed from the weights and prices in Table B, and covers the
same period. For instance, if a loaf of bread sells for 5 cents and
the scaling weight, that is, the weight of the loaf in the dough, is
reported as 12 ounces, the price of this same bread scaled at 16 ounces
would be 6.7 cents. Comparisons of weights and prices on December
15,1916, and on December 15, 1915, are available for 261 brands. A
computation of the price of 16 ounces of bread, in the dough, as con-
tained in Table C, shows that of the 261 brands for which comparison
can be made, 254 were higher in price, 3 were lower, and 4 were the
same in price.

The weights and prices of wheat bread, shown in Tables B and
C of this report, were reported by representative bakeries in each
city. In order to avoid identification, names of firms and brands
are not disclosed, but each firm has been given a number and each
brand reported by a firm has been designated by a letter.

The following remarks accompanied bakers’ reports of bread
weights during 1916:
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JANUARY.

Louisville—Continued high price of flour and other materials
necessitates our reducing the weights a little.

FEBRUARY.

Richmond.—Flour at $6.80; lard at 111 cents; sugar at $6.15;
salt at $1.52; malt at $7. Where, oh where, will we land working
for the good people ?

MARCH.

New Orleans.—While flour has declined in price, this is offset by a
good advance in lard and sugar, of which we use considerable.

APRIL.

New Orleans.—Wrapping paper has advanced double in price—
dealers’ stock nearly exhausted.
MAY.

Butte.—We sell our bread always at same weight and price, as
long as our flour supply holds out, which was bought last year.
Richmond.—Made out of flour now selling for $10.10 in car lots.

JUNE.

Chicago.—Although flour is cheaper this month, ingredients are
much higher—therefore, no increase in weight.

New Orleans.—Flour is slightly lower, but all other ingredients are
higher; also wrapping paper and tape.

JULY.

New Orleans.—While flour is somewhat lower, yet lard, sugar, and
other ingredients continue extremely high.

Piiisburgh.—On account of high price of sugar and lard, we reduced
weight 1 ounce.

St. Paul.—High cost of flour forces cut in size of loaf.

AUGUST.

Baltimore.—We have some flour on hand at old prices. If price
keeps up at to-day’s market will have to advance price of bread.

Charleston.—Owing to the price of flour and sugar, we have cut 1
ounce off bread.

Cincinnati.—Cut weight 1 ounce on account of high price of flour
and lard.

Cleveland.—Scaling  slightly lighter, increased labor and raw
material the cause.

Oolumbus.—Changed weight because of advance in flour. Advance
in flour causes reduced weight of brand. Prices will have to be
advanced soon.
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Detroit.—Raise of price due to advance of price of material used
in the making of bread.

El Paso.—Size reduced to offset increase in price of flour and
continued high prices of lard and sugar.

Indianapolis.—High cost of raw material. A further cut in weight
will be made soon. Change made in weight on account of high
price of flour.

Los Angeles.—Increased weight to improve quality, made possible
by eliminating of return bread.

New Orleans.—Since our last report, flour has advanced heavily
and feed for our live stock is strongly higher.

Omaha.—Owing to present price of flour, weights will be reduced or
prices increased in the near future.

Providence.—Lower scaling due to advance in flour cost.

St. Paul.—High cost of flour forces cut in size of loaf.

SEPTEMBER.

Atlanta.—On account of increased costs of all materials, forced to
reduce weights.

Birmingham.—Eliminated 5-cent bread. We have a 14-ounce
bread law and raw material too high to make a 14-ounce-5-cent loaf.

Boston.—The cause must be evident; in fact we must be losing at
the above. Expect to raise price soon. Changes caused by higher
cost of both materials and labor.

Charleston, S. C.—We are now making in the place of 8-cent bread a
10-cent loaf, and if prices of flour still advance we will have to cut the
5-cent bread out.

Cincinnati.—On account of the great advance in price of materials,
we are obliged to reduce the weight of our loaves.

Cleveland.—Change of weight due to price of flour.

Columbus.—Higher prices of material cause reduced weights.
Where we have to use all high-priced flour, another advance in price
of bread must follow.

Dallas.—Will introduce 10-cent loaf on arrival of new scale, 25
ounces. Each $1 per barrel advance on flour will reduce weights 1
ounce. Five-cent loaf scaling at 12 ounces, basis $6.50 per barrel
flour. Owing to advance in flour, bread weight cut 1 ounce.

El Paso.—Size of loaf reduced on account of continued rise in price
of flour.

Indianapolis.—High cost of flour, shortening, sugar, and milk.

Kansas City.—Five-cent size eliminated. Advance in material
cause of change in size of loaf.

Los Angeles.—State scaler of weights and measures has ruled bread
must not weigh less than 24 ounces baked. This firm has lost $6,000
since January.
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Lowisville.—The present prices of raw materials used by us caused
us to reduce the size of our loaves. These weights can not be main-
tained very long unless there be a big change in price of raw material
downward.

Manchester.—I have given up the wholesale business. Lose too
much money. Make for retail and retail only. Increase in price of
French bread due to high cost of material. Change in price or weight
of other brands to follow shortly. )

Minneapolis.—On account of high price of flour, we have been
obliged to raise the price on some of our goods since we mailed you
our last report. Loaves made 1 ounce smaller because of increase of
prices of materials.

Newark.—We are gradually reducing the weight as we begin to get
into the higher-priced flour.

New Haven.—The increased price of flour has necessitated the
decrease in weight of loaves.

New Orleans.—First-class bakers’ flours, such as we use, are now
exceedingly high; prospects for further advance later on; other ingre-
dients likewise.

Portland.—Weight is decreased on account of high flour prices.
Weights cut during month on account of increased cost of flour, ete.

St. Louis.—Cost of flour and other materials increased abnormally,
compelling us to cut weights. ‘

Salt Lake City.—We had to reduce the weight on account of the
increased prices for flour and other ingredients. Decrease in weights
due to advance in price of flour and other raw materials,

San Francisco.—The above weights in effect August 28, 1916.
The proportional difference in scaling weights is due to the fact that
smaller loaves ‘“bake out” more than the large ones.

Scranton.—The high price of flour, sugar, and shortening have
made it impossible to scale off at the former weights:

Seatile.—Decreased weights owing to increased cost of flour, short-
ening, and sugar.

Springfield.—We have cut our large loaf from 28 to 22 ounces and

charge the same price.
OCTOBER.

Milwaukee.—Due to heavy increase of all raw materials, all brands
of retail bread were discontinued except the above, and these reduced
in sizes and- the price on small loaves raised.

NOVEMBER.

Birmingham.—Change in weight on account of flour and other
ingredients going up.

Boston.—Flour and shortening double usual prices. Everything
high. Probably selling at a loss. Conditions worse than ever.
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Bridgeport.—We have discontinued making small bread at the
present time.

Chicago.—Reduction in weights due to increased cost of flour and
other ingredients.

Cleveland.—Weight conforming with price of flour.

Detroit.—Advance in price of loaf due to high cost of material
used in the making of bread.

Jacksonwille—On account of the high prices of food, I am com-
pelled to scale weight.

Los Angeles.—State ruling in bread weights—6-cent loaves not less
than 12 ounces or more than 14 ounces. Twelve-cent loaves, 24
ounces, not more than 28 ounces, baked weight when cold.

Memphis.—We have cut out the nickel loaves.

Minneapolis.—High cost of flour forces cut in size of loaf.

Newark.—October 3, 1916, raised price of small loaf to 6 cents retail
and increased weight on account of not being able to make satis- -
factory loaf out of small pieces of dough.

New Orleans.—Advance of raw material, etc.

Philadelphia.—Increase in weight due to increase in price per loaf.
Price increased on account of cost of flour.

Portland.—Brand A was raised from 3% to 4 cents wholesale. In-
crease in weight on account of increased cost of flour and lard.

Providence.—Advance in price of small loaf due to material costs.

Rochester.—Raised 5-cent loaf 1 cent; raised 10-cent loaf 2 cents,
necessitated by increased cost of materials.

St. Paul.—Prices of materials still going up.

Seattle.—Change in weights due to advance in flour.

DECEMBER.

Los Angeles.—Unable to maintain advance price on account of
adverse publicity of newspapers.

COAL.

Prior to 1914 retail prices of coal for household use were secured
quarterly by the bureau, on January 15, April 15, July 15, and
October 15, but beginning with 1914 prices were secured semiannually
on January 15 and July 15.

The table which follows gives the per cent of increase or decrease
in the price of coal from January 15, 1915, to January 15, 1916, and
from July 15, 1915, to July 15, 1916. Three kinds of coal are in-
cluded—Pennsylvania anthracite, white ash, stove size; Pennsylvania
anthracite, white ash, chestnut size; and bituminous. The compari-
sons are of coal for household use and sold in tonlots. Table E shows
actual prices of the three classes of coal above named in ton lots and
in half-ton lots.
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TABLE 5.—PER CENT OF INCREASE OR DECREASE IN RETAIL PRICES OF COAL IN TON
LOTS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE: PRICE ON JAN. 15, 1916, COMPARED WITH PRICE ON
JAN. 15, 1915, AND PRICE ON JULY 15, 1916, COMPARED WITH PRICE ON JULY 15, 1915.

[+ indicates increase; — indicates decrease.]

Price on Price on
. Jan, 15, July 15,
1916, 1916,
Kind of coal. higher or | higher or
lower than | lower than
Jan. 15, July 15,
1915. 1915.
Pennsylvania anthracite, white ash:
Stove. ..o +2 +7
Chestnut. +2 +6
Bituminous........ ..ol -1 +4

The table which follows shows for the United States relative prices
in each year, 1907 to 1916, and relative prices in January and July of
each year, based on the average price for 1916, of three kinds of coal—
Pennsylvania anthracite, white ash, stove size; Pennsylvania anthra-
cite, white ash, chestnut size; and bituminous.
reported only for cities in which there is considerable demand for
bituminous coal for household use.
household use as sold in ton lots.

Bituminous coal is

The quotations are of coal for

TABLE 6.—RELATIVE RETAIL PRICES OF COAL IN TON LOTS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE,

FOR THE YEARS 1907 TO 1916, AND FOR JAN. 15 AND JULY 15, 1907 TO 1916.

[Averace price for 1916=100.]

Tennsylvania anthra-
cite, white ash.

Bitumi-

Year or month. J ROUS.

Stove. Chestnut.

89 87 100
89 89 99
89 88 96
89 89 97
90 90 | 99
92 93 98
97 96 102
95 96 102
96 96 99
100 100 | 100
90 89 101
91 91 102
91 a1 98
91 91 99
91 91 102
92 93 99
100 99 104
96 96 105
97 97 101
99 99 100
87 86 98
87 87 96
86 86 93
87 87 95
88 89 95
92 93 97
93 94 99
. 94 95 99
94 95 96
101 101 100
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GAS,

Up to 1916 the price of gas was secured semiannually, on April
15 and October 15. Beginning with 1916 prices will be secured but
once a year, on April 15.

Net prices for gas for household use are shown in this report for
April 15, 1916, and for purposes of comparison prices on October 15,
1915, are also given. Prices for April 15, 1916, are reported for
manufactured gas from 51 companies in 38 cities, for natural gas from
13 companies in 9 cities, and for mixed manufactured and natural

gas from 2 companies in 1 city.
Four companies reported a decrease in the price of manufactured
gas between October 15, 1915, and April 15, 1916:
Baltimore, Md.: From $0.80 to $0.75.
Minneapolis, Minn.: From $0.80 to $0.77.
Richmond, Va.: From $0.90 to $0.80.
St. Paul, Minn.: From $0.90 to $0.85.

TABLE 7.—NET PRICE, PER 1,000 CUBIC FEET, OF GAS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE, ON OCT.
15, 1915, AND ON APR. 15, 1916, BY CITIES AND COMPANIES.

MANUFACTURED GAS.

Price per 1,000 1 Price per 1,000
cubic feet. | cubic feet.
City and company. City and company.
Oct. 15, | Apr.15, Oct. 15, | Apr.15,
1915. 1916. 1915. 1916,

Atlanta, Ga.......c.ocuinnnnn. $1.00 $1.00 || New York, N. Y.—Concld.

Baltimore, Md . . .. R .80 .75 Company D.............. $0.95 $0. 95

Birmingham, Ala............ .95 .95 Company E . . .80 .80

Boston, Mass.: Company F.. .80 .80
Company A._............ .80 .80 Company G.. .80 80
Company B... .80 .80 Company H.. .80 80
Company C... .80 .80 Company I... .80 80

Bridgeport, Conn._.... ... .. | ._....... 1.00 Company J. .80 80

Buffalo, N.Y... 1.00 1.00 j| Omaha, Nebr._.. . 1.00 1.00

Butte, Mont. ... 1.50 1.50 || Philadelphia, Pa. ... . 0.0 1.00 1.00

Charleston, 8. C . 1.10 1.10 || Pittsburgh, Pa.:

Chicago, IN...... .80 .80 Company A.............. 1.00 1.00

Cleveland, Ohio. .80 .80 Company B.. R 1.00 1.00

Denver, Colo. . .80 .80 {{ Portland, Oreg... .95 .95

Detroit, Mich .75 .75 || Providence, R. I. .85 .85

El Paso, Tex.. 1.30 1.30 i| Richmond, Va . 90 .80

Fall River, Mas: .80 .80 i .80 .80

Indiana,pofis, Ind .55 .55 .90 .85

Jacksonville, Fla 1.15 1.15 1,90 1,80

Manchester, N. H 1.00 1.00 .85 .85

Memphis, Tenn. 1.00 1.00

Milwaukee, Wi .75 .75 .95 .95

Minneapolis, Mi .80 LT 1.20 1. 20

Newark, N.J.... .90 .90 1.00 1.00

New Haven, Co: .90 .90 1.00 1.00

New Orleans, La_. 1.00 1.00 || Washington, D.

New York, N. Y Company A .. . .85 .85
Company A .. .80 .80 Company B.............. 1.00 1.00
Company B.............. .80 .80

NATURAL GAS.

Buffalo, N. Y...ooooieanan.. $0.30 $0. 30 Louisville, Ky.....o.ooooa.... $0. 648 $0. 648

Cincinnati, Ohio .- .30 .30 [t Pittsburgh, Pa.:

Cleveland, Ohio. .30 .30 Company C.............. .27% .27%

Dallas, Tex..... .45 .45 Company D.. .30 .30

Kansas City, Mo. . - .27 .27 Company E .. 275 L27%

Little Rock, Ark............. .40 .40 Company G.. . .27% .27%

Los Angeles, Cal.: Company B . 645 645 . Company H.............. .27% .27%

1 Rate entered is for first 2,000 cubic feet; next 20,000 cubic feet, 80 cents; all over 22,000 cubic feet, 70

cents.
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TABLE 7.—NET PRICE, PER 1,000 CUBIC FEET OF GAS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE, ON OCT.
15, 1915, AND ON APR. 15, 1916, BY CITIES AND COMPANIES—Concluded.

MANUFACTURED AND NATURAL GAS MIXED.

Trice per 1,000
cubic feet.

City and company.
Oct. 15, | Apr. 15,
1915. 1916.

T.os Angeles, Cal.:
L0565« . $0. 68 $0. 68
Company C. oo e etae e e .68 .68

SCOPE OF STUDY AND METHOD OF OBTAINING PRICES.

This report presents for each of 46 of the most important industrial
cities in the various sections of the United States the retail prices of
the principal articles of food, the weight and prices of the principal
brands of wheat bread, the retail prices of eight articles of dry goods,
the retail prices of anthracite and bituminous coal, and of gas for
household use. The retail prices of food in Rochester, N. Y., as
shown in this report, begin with May 15, 1916; the prices for Colum-
bus, Ohio; begin with June 15, 1916, and the prices for Bridgeport,
Conn., begin with October 15, 1916.

Data are furnished to the bureau by approximately 725 retail
stores, 150 bakeries, 215 retail coal dealers, 66 gas companies, and
205 dry-goods companies.

Excellent results have followed the use of the form books for report-
ing prices. Over 90 per cent of the reports for January to December,
1916, requested from retail merchants, dairymen, and bakers were
received. A number of merchants have also stated that the stub
record of prices was of considerable value to them, as it is an easy
method of preserving a record of prices each month from year to
year. In several cities practically every report requested from mer-
chants, dairymen, and bakers has been received each month. This
is notably true of Atlanta, Baltimore, Indianapolis, New York,
Pittsburgh, and St. Louis. Almost every coal firm, gas company,
and dry-goods merchant from whom price statements were requested
has also responded to the request.

The 46 cities included in this report are important industrial cities,
representing 32 States and the District of Columbia. In a general
way the city selected in each section of the country is the city having
the largest population in that section; but, in addition, six smaller
cities are included as being industrially important in those sections.
The six cities are Bridgeport, Conn.; Butte, Mont.; El Paso, Tex.;
Fall River, Mass.; Scranton, Pa., and Springfield, Til.

Within the 46 cities live one-fifth of the total number of people,
two-fifths of the urban population, and approximately one-third of
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the total number engaged in gainful occupations (not including those
in agricultural pursuits) in continental United States.
The 46 cities for which prices were secured are as follows:

Atlanta, Ga.
Baltimore, Md.
Birmingham, Ala.
Boston, Mass.
Bridgeport, Conn.
Buffalo, N. Y.
Butte, Mont.
Charleston, S. C.
Chicago, I1I.
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Cleveland, Ohio.
Columbus, Ohio.
Dallas, Tex.
Denver, Colo.
Detroit, Mich.

El Paso, Tex.
Fall River, Mass.
Indianapolis, Ind.
Jacksonville, Fla,
Kansas City, Mo.
Little Rock, Ark.
Los Angeles, Cal.
Louisville, Ky.

Manchester, N. H.
Memphis, Tenn.
Milwaukee, Wis,
Minneapolis, Minn.
Newark, N. J.
New Haven, Conn.
New Orleans, La.
New York, N. Y.
Omaha, Nebr.
Philadelphia, Pa,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Portland, Oreg.
Providence, R. 1.
Richmond, Va.
Rochester, N. Y.
8t. Louis, Mo,

St. Paul, Minn.
Salt Lake City, Utah.
San Francisco, Cal.
Scranton, Pa.
Seattle, Wash.
Springfield, Il1.
Washington, D. C.

FOOD.

The present report gives retail prices of the principal articles of
food in 46 industrial cities in the United States for January to Decem-
ber, 1916, and for comparative purposes the prices on the corre-
sponding dates of 1915. Summaries are also presented covering the
nine years from 1907 to 1916

The retail dealers who kindly furnished the information for this
report were selected through personal visits of agents of the bureau,
and are those selling largely to the families of American, English,
Irish, German, and Scandinavian wage earners. Practically all of
the stores included are neighborhood stores, as such stores more
nearly represent the trade of workingmen’s families. A compara-

1 Previous investigations of retail prices have been made and published by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, as follows: Eighteenth Annual Report, covering 1890 to 1903; Bulletin No. 59 (July, 1905), covering
1904; Bulletin No. 65 (July, 1906), covering 1905; Bulletin No. 71 (July, 1907), covering 1906; Bulletin No.
77 (July, 1908), covering 1907; Bulletin No. 105 (August, 1912), covering 1907 to 1911; Bulletin No. 106
(August, 1912), covering January to June, 1812; Bulletin No. 108 (October, 1912), covering July and August,
1912; Bulletin No. 110 (December, 1912), covering September and October, 1912; Bulletin No. 113 (March,
1913), covering November and December, 1912; Bulletin No. 115 (April, 1913), covering January and Feb-
ruary, 1913; Bulletin No. 125 (June, 1913), covering March and April, 1913; Bulletin No. 132 (August, 1913),
eovering May and June, 1913; Bulletin No. 136 (September, 1913), covering July and August, 1913; Bul-
letin No. 138 (December, 1913), covering September and October, 1913; Bulletin No. 140 (February, 1914),
covering November and December, 1913; Bulletin No. 156 (March, 1915), covering January to December,
1914; Bulletin No. 184 (November, 1915), covering January to June, 1915; and Bulletin 197 (June, 1916),
covering July to December, 1915.
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tively few ‘“down-town’’ stores are included. The stores selected,
with a very few exceptions, deliver all purchases when requested.

After the agent of the bureau had selected a store, arrangements
were made for the retail merchant to send to the bureau a'statement
of prices of the various commodities on the 15th of each month
thereafter. Return visits to the various firms are made by agents
of the bureau whenever it is necessary to make personal inquiries
concerning the monthly price quotations.

The grade of articles quoted is that sold in each city in stores
patronized largely by the families of American, English, Irish,

. German, and Scandinavian wage earners.

No attempt should be made to compare prices between cities in
different localities without giving due consideration to the fact that
(1) the trade in some cities demands and is furnished higher and more
expensive grades of articles than are furnished to the trade in other
cities; (2) the cities for which prices are shown in this report are widely
separated; some are in localities near the source .of supply, while
others are a great distance from it, making it necessary to add to the
prices to meet the cost of transportation; (3) market conditions and
methods and costs of marketing vary greatly in different localities,
due to the demands of customers, rentals, wages, and other fixed
charges or expenses. It is almost impossible to quote prices for any
article of the same grade for all cities. The grade varies not only
from city to city, but also from firm to firm within the same city.
It was found that it varied to some extent from month to month in
some stores. Prices are not included in this report for storec in
which the grade varies from month to month.

Brief descriptions of the articles and necessary explanations con-
cerning each are here presented.

FRESH BEEF.

In this report prices are quoted for five cuts of meat, as follows:
Sirloin steak, round steak, rib roast, chuck roast, and plate boiling
beef.

Methods of cutting beef vary considerably in different cities and
affect retail prices. Prices are also affected by the grade or quality
of meat; by the custom of trimming bone and fat from cuts before
weighing to customers, which varies from trimming off almost all
bone and fat, in some cities, to little or none, in others; and also by
applying the same name to entirely different cuts, as sirloin steak
to cuts commonly known as porterhouse, and round steak to ‘“ top”’
round, as is'done in some cities.

To show differences in prices due to different practices of cutting,
a table is here given, with the prices of sirloin steak and of round
steak, in two different groups of cities.

104570°—17——3
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Stirloin steak.t

TABLE 8.~RETAIL PRICES OF SIRLOIN STEAK AND OF ROUND STEAK IN TWO
DIFFERENT GROUPS OF CITIES.

Group 1. Group 2.

Cincin- Kansas Mil- St.
nati. | Dalles. | “Gipo™ | waulee, | Omaha i

. .25 . .25 .22 .3 .2
.25 . .25 .25 . .28 .27
.28 . <25 .28 .24 .25 25
.30 .20 <20 .30 <30 .30 2
.30 .28 .28 I S | 20
.24 .22 .25 W25 e
1S T e N N
1 I T P )
8 e e [
151 e e

$0.35 $0.30 $0,28 $0.43 $0.20 | $0.22 $0.25 $0. 25 $0.20 $0. 25 $0.25
.35 .32 .28 .35 .20 .22 .20 .25 .20 .25 .23

t The cut which is called *‘sirloin”’ steak in cities under group 1 is known as “porterhouse’’ steak in cities
under group 2 and in all other cities for which prices are shown in this bulletin, There is in the cities under
group I, owing to the methods of cutting, no cut that corresponds to that known as *‘sirloin’’ in other cities.

2 Roun