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MANUFACTURI NG AND TRADE I NVENTORI ES AND SALES- AUGUST 1978

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es ( at  book val ue)  i ncr eased $2. 8 

bi l l i on i n August ,  compar ed wi t h a r evi sed i ncr ease of  $2. 4 bi l l i on i n 

Jul y,  accor di ng t o t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s,  U. S.  Depar t ment  of  

Commer ce.  I nvent or i es i ncr eased $1. 7 bi l l i on at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel

and $1. 2 bi l l i on at  r et ai l Whol esal er s'  i nvent or i es decr eased $0. 1 bi l l i on.

Tot al  busi ness sal es i ncr eased 2. 5 per cent  i n August ,  compar ed wi t h 
a decr ease of  0. 7 per cent  i n Jul y.  Sal es i ncr eased 3. 3 per cent  at  t he manu
f act ur i ng l evel ,  1. 8 per cent  at  r et ai l ,  and 1. 5 per cent  at  whol esal e.

The t ot al  busi ness st ock- t o- sal es r at i o at  t he end of  t he mont h was
1. 41 f or  August ,  compar ed wi t h 1. 43 f or  Jul y.

Al l  f i gur es i n t he t ext  of  t hi s r el ease ar e adj ust ed f or  seasonal  
var i at i on but  not  f or  pr i ce change.

Ret ai l  i nvent or i es of  dur abl es i ncr eased $281 mi l l i on i n August ,  com
par e d' TTWl 3Ï Ï 3l i ï ï TTTôn'  i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es i ncr eased $929 
mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $604 mi l l i on.

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl es i ncr eased $53 mi l l i on i n 
August ,  compar ed wi t h $767 mi l l i on i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es de
cr eased $179 mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  $923 mi l l i on.

Manuf act ur er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl es i ncr eased $1, 544 mi l l i on i n 
August ,  compar ed wi t h $1, 142 mi l l i on i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es 
i ncr eased $140 mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $468 mi l l i on.
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Ret ai l  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 4. 2 per cent  i n August ,  compar ed wi t h 
a decr ease of  1. 1 per cent  i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased 0. 6 per cent ,  
compar ed wi t h 0. 1 per cent .

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 0. 5 per cent  i n 
August ,  compar ed wi t h 3. 8 per cent  i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased
2. 4 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  2. 7 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 4. 6 per cent  i n August ,  
compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  1. 6 per cent  i n Jul y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased
1. 8 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  1. 1 per cent .

Addi t i onal  dat a appear  i n t he st at i st i cal  pages of  t he Sur vey of  Cur r ent  
Busi ness, a mont hl y j our nal  of  t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s.

The Sur vey of  Cur r ent  Busi ness i s avai l abl e f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  
Document s,  U. S.  Gover nment  Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20402.  Fi r st  
cl ass mai l :  annual  subscr i pt i on $31. 00 domest i c.  Second cl ass mai l :  annual  
subscr i pt i on $19. 00 domest i c,  $23. 75 f or ei gn;  si ngl e i ssue $1. 60 domest i c,  
$2. 00 f or ei gn.



TABLE 1.— TOTAL MANUFACTURING AND TRADE 
(Millions of dollars)

Unadjusted__________  Seasonally adjusted

... 197?... 1978_______ 1978

— .AU&.— Julyr Aug.P Juner Julyr Aug.P

SALES

TOTAL ............... .226,776 240,107 260,060 252,639 250,853 257,007
Manufacturing ...... .110,47? 114,380 125,389 124,839 123,106 127,131
Durable .......,.. . 56,253 59,296 65, ̂ 66 ,293 65,222 68,224
Nondurable ....... . 5**-.224 55,084 59,8f5 58,5^6 57,884 58,907

Retail ............. . 60,702 65,076 67,17? 64,565 64,343 65,505
Durable ........... . 21,182 22,9 75 23.736 22,0 92 21,844 22,755
Nondurable ..... . 39,520 42,101 43,441 42,473 42,499 **2,750

Merchant wholesalers. • 55,597 60,651 67,494 63,235 63,404 64,371
Durable .......... . 25,998 28,701 32,184 28,738 29,831 29,985
Nondurable ....... . 29,599 31,950 35,310 34,497 33,573 34 ,386

INVENTORIES

TOTAL ............... •322,953 355,639 356,895 356,920 359.301 362,069
Manufacturing ...... .176,603 189, *09 191,263 189,557 191,167 192,851
Durable ........... .113,240 123,160 124,602 122,688 123,830 125,37**
Nondurable ........ . 63,363 66,279 66,661 66,869 67, >37 67,**77

Retail............ . 82,245 91.326 91,363 91,5*0 92,470 93,680

Durable .......... . 37,233 42,137 40,464 42,036 **2,359 42,640

Nondurable ....... 45 ,-012 49,189 50,899 49,507 50,111 51,040

Merchant wholesalers. . 64,105 ?4,8?4 7^,269 75,820 75,664 75,538

Durable ......... 42,142 49,900 **■9.377 48,810 **■9.577 49 ,630

Nondurable 21,963 24,974 24,892 27,0 10 26,087 25,908

TABLE 2.— RETAIL INVENTORIES 
(Millions of dollars)

TOTAL ................ 82,245 91.326 91.363 91,5*0 92,470 93,680
Durable ............. 37,233 **2,137 40,464 42,036 **■2,359 42,640
Automotive ......... 17,583 20,295 18,395 20 ,329 20,377 20,394
Furniture-appliance. 6,707 7,50? 7,629 7,531 7,590 7.675
Lumber-hardware.... 6,614 7, *09 7,344 7,333 7,461 7,396

Nondurable .......... 45,012 49,189 50,899 49,507 50,111 51,040
Apparel ........... 7.372 7,671 8,0 03 7,686 7,860 7,932
Food............. 8,781 9»5**1 9 ,6 16 9,641 9,696 9,822
General merchandise. 17,**97 20,115 21,133 20 ,0 39 20 ,389 20,929
Department stores. 12,641 14,516 15,1**7 14,80? 1**, 873 15,117
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