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Manufacturing and trade inventories (at book value) increased $2.8
billion in August, compared with a revised increase of $2.4 billion in
July, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of
Commerce. Inventories increased $1.7 billion at the manufacturing level
. and $1.2 billion at retail. Wholesalers' inventories decreased $0.1 billion.
Total business sales increased 2.5 percent in August, compared with
a decrease of 0.7 percent in July. Sales increased 3.3 percent at the manu-

facturing level, 1.8 percent at retail, and 1.5 percent at wholesale.

The total business stock-to-sales ratio at the end of the month was
1.41 for August, compared with 1.43 for July.

A11 figures in the text of this release are adjusted for seasonal
variation but not for price change.

Retail inventories of durables increased $281 million in August, com-
pared with $323 million in July. Nondurables inventories increased $929

million, compared with $604 million.

Merchant wholesalers' inventories of durables increased $53 million in
August, compared with $767 million in July. Nondurables inventories de-
creased $179 million, compared with a decrease of $923 million.

Manufacturers' inventories of durables increased $1,544 million in
August, compared with $1,142 million in July. Nondurables inventories
increased $140 million, compared with $468 miliion.
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Retail sales of durables increased 4.2 percent in August, compared with .
a decrease of 1.1 percent in July. Nondurables sales increased 0.6 percent,
compared with 0.1 percent.

Merchant wholesalers' sales of durables increased 0.5 percent in
August, compared with 3.8 percent in July. Nondurables sales increased
2.4 percent, compared with a decrease of 2.7 percent.

Manufacturers' sales of durables increased 4.6 percent in August,
compared with a decrease of 1.6 percent in July. Nondurables sales increased
1.8 percent, compared with a decrease of 1.1 percent.

Additional data appear in the statistical pages of the Survey of Current
Business, a monthly journal of the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

The Survey of Current Business is available from the Superintendent of
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. First
class mail: annual subscription $31.00 domestic. Second class mail: annual
subscription $19.00 domestic, $23.75 foreign; single issue $1.60 domestic,
$2.00 foreign.




TABLE 1,--TOTAL MANUFACTURING AND TRADE
(Millions of dollars)

Seasonally adjusted

Unad justed
1977 1978
Aug July” Aug.P
SALES
POPRL s 4 sssvwgasss I——— 226,776 240,107 260,060
Manmufacturing ........110,477 114,380 125,389
Durable: : sicinss iee. 56,253 59,296 65,494
Nondurable ....cc... 54,224 55,084 59,895
Retall ..eoeevsneee cose 60.702 65 l076 670177
DUTEDLE wevvevvnnons 21,182 22,975 23,736
Nondursble c.ceeeeoe 39,520 42,101 43,441
Merchant wholesalers.. 58,597 60,651 67,494
Durable .ccecees eee. 25,998 28,701 32,184
Nondurable .cccocee. 29,599 31,950 35,310
INVENTORIES

TOTAL ,ozeimmssominsaions A, 322,953 355,639 356,895
Mamufacturing ........ 176,603 189,439 191,263
DUrable’ e covmviiee 113,240 123,160 124,602
Nondurable .eecesees 63,363 66,279 66,661
Retail eescscscsssacscna 82 '2'45 91 0326 91 1363
DUrEble: s eesvnsioo 37,233 42,137 4O,L6h
Fondursble ......... Lb5:012 49,189 50,899
Merchant wholesslers,. ﬁg'igg Z;’ggg Zg’ggg

Duradle . cveisceseis ’ ’ ’
Nondurable ..cccecoe 21,963 2k, 974 2k,892

TABLE 2,--RETAIL INVENTORIES

(Millions of dollars)

POPAL: & svsncwiwisairies RGNS
Doradble: .:.eissapionis Il
Automotive ......... 17,583
Purniture-sppliance, 6,707
Lumber-hardware..... 6,614
Nondurable ,c.e.sececee 45,012
Apparel eecesesonose 7'372
FOOd cce00ce0000 000 8.781
General merchandise., 17,497
Department stores, 12,641

r Reviged,
P Preliminary.

91,326
42,137
20,295
7,507
7,439
49,189
7,671
9,541
20,115
14,516

91,363
Lo 464
18,395
7,629
7,344
50,899
8,003
9,616
21,133
15,147

1978

June’  JulyT Aug,P
252,639 250,853 257,007
124,839 123,106 127,131
66,293 65,222 68,224
58,546 57,884 58,907
64,565 64,343 65,505
22,092 21,84k 22,755
42,473 42,499 42,750
63,235 63,404 64,371
28,738 29,831 29,985
34,497 33,573 34,386
356,920 359,301 362,069
189,557 191,167 192,851
122,688 123,830 125,374
66,869 67,337 67,477
91,543 92,470 93,680
42,036 42,359 42,640
49,507 50,111 51,040
75,820 75,664 75,538
48,810 49,577 49,630
27,010 26,087 25,908
91,543 92,470 93,680
42,036 42,359 42,640
20,329 20,377 20,39
7,531 7,590 7,675
7+:333 7,461 7,396
49,507 50,111 51,040
7,686 7,860 7,932
9,641 9,696 9,822
20,039 20,389 20,929
14,807 14,873 15,117
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