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MANUFACTURI NG AND TRADE I NVENTORI ES AND SALES- MAY 1977

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es i ncr eased $3. 3 bi l l i on i n May,  

compar ed wi t h an i ncr ease of  $2. 5 bi l l i on i n Apr i l  ( r evi sed) ,  accor di ng t o 

t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s of  t he U.  S.  Depar t ment  of  Commer ce.  I nven

t or i es r ose $2. 1 bi l l i on at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel ,  $129 mi l l i on at  

whol esal e,  and $1 . 1  bi l l i on at  r et ai l .

Tot al  busi ness sal es i ncr eased 0. 2 per cent  i n May,  af t er  an Apr i l  
decl i ne of  0. 5 per cent .  Sal es decr eased 0. 1 per cent  at  t he manuf act ur i ng 
l evel  and 0. 4 per cent  at  r et ai l .  Whol esal er s'  sal es i ncr eased 1. 6 per cent .

The t ot al  busi ness st ock- t o- sal es r at i o at  t he end of  t he mont h was
1. 46 f or  May,  compar ed wi t h 1. 45 f or  Apr i l  and 1. 50 f or  May 1976.

Al l  f i gur es i n t he t ext  of  t hi s r epor t  ar e adj ust ed f or  seasonal  
var i at i on but  not  f or  pr i ce change.

Ret ai l  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $586 mi l l i on i n May,  
af t er  a decr ease of  $32 mi l l i on i n Apr i l .  Aut omot i ve i nvent or i es i ncr eased 
$425 mi l l i on.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es i ncr eased $487 mi l l i on,  compar ed 
wi t h $ 6 6 8  mi l l i on i n Apr i l .  Most  of  t he nondur abl es accumul at i on was i n 
t he gener al  mer chandi se gr oup.

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $424 
mi l l i on i n May,  compar ed wi t h $61 mi l l i on i n Apr i l .  Nondur abl es i nven
t or i es decr eased $295 mi l l i on,  af t er  an i ncr ease of  $457 mi l l i on i n Apr i l .



2 .

Manuf act ur er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $1. 0 bi l l i on i n 
May,  compar ed wi t h $505 mi l l i on i n Apr i l .  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es i ncr eased 
$1. 0 bi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $863 mi l l i on.

Ret ai l  sal es of  dur abl es decr eased 1. 3 per cent  i n May,  compar ed wi t h 
a decr ease of  1. 7 per cent  i n Apr i l .  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased 0. 1 
per cent ,  compar ed wi t h 0 . 8  per cent .

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  sal es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased 2. 5 per cent  i n 
May,  compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  0. 5 per cent  i n Apr i l .  Nondur abl es sal es 
i ncr eased 1. 0 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h 2. 9 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s' sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 0. 7 per cent  i n May,  compar ed 
wi t h a decr ease of  4. 0 per cent  i n Apr i l .  Nondur abl es sal es decr eased 0. 9 
per cent ,  compar ed wi t h an Apr i l  i ncr ease of  0. 9 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s' new or der s wer e unchanged i n May,  af t er  a decr ease of  
0. 3 per cent  i n Apr i l .  Or der s i ncr eased 1. 2 per cent  f or  dur abl es and 
decr eased 1. 4 per cent  f or  nondur abl es.

Unf i l l ed or der s i ncr eased $2. 1 bi l l i on,  t o $182 bi l l i on i n May.  The 
unf i l l ed or der s- t o- sal es r at i o at  t he end of  t he mont h was 3. 22,  compar ed 
wi t h 3. 21 f or  Apr i l  and 3. 35 f or  May 1976.

Addi t i onal  dat a appear  i n t he st at i st i cal  pages of  t he Sur vey of  Cur r ent  
Busi ness, a mont hl y magazi ne of  t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s.

The Sur vey i s avai l abl e f r om most  Di st r i ct  Of f i ces of  t he Depar t ment  
of  Commer ce and f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  Document s,  U.  S.  Gover nment  
Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D.  C.  20402,  at  an annual  subscr i pt i on pr i ce 
of  $19. 00;  si ngl e copy $1. 60.



T A B L E  1 . - - T OT AL  MA NUFA CT URI NG A ND TRADE

( Mi l l i o n s  o f d o l l a r s )

Un a d j u s t e d Se a s o n a l l y  a d j u s t e d

1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7 1 9 7 7 F i r s t  5 mo n t h s

Ma y .  A p r . r  Ma y p Ma r .  A p r . r  May ! 5 1976  1 9 7 7

SALES

T OT A L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 2 ,8 2 8  ;215, 911+ 216, 651+ 211+,  81+1+ 2 1 3 , 5 0 9 2 1 3 , 9 3 1 91+2 ,10 3 1 , 0 5 1 , 9 1 ?

Ma n u f a c t u r i n g . . . . . . . . . . 9 9 , 2 7 3  :111 , 1+27 110 ,72 6 i l l  , 1+1+3 1 0 9 , 5 5 3  109. 1+73 1+83, 017 51+0 ,10 3

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 , 9 8 8 5 8 , 3 5 6 5 8 , 7 2 2 5 9 , 0 5 1 5 6 , 6 7 7 5 7 , 091+ 21+6, 805 2 8 0 , 7 9 8

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 1+7 , 285 5 3 , 0 7 1 5 2 , 001+ 5 2 , 3 9 2 5 2 , 8 7 6 5 2 , 3 7 9 23 6 , 211+ 259 ,30 5
Re t a i l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51+,  1+60 6 0 , 291+ 6 0 ,38 1 5 9 , 5 2 2 59, 1+65 5 9 , 21+7 261+.101 2 9 3 , 0 6 9

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 , 5 1 1 2 1 , 0 8 1 2 1 , 3 3 5 2 0 , 6 8 7 2 0 , 3 3 3 20 ,0 73 8 6 ,99 5 9 9 , 8 8 1

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5 , 91+9 3 9 , 2 1 3 3 9 , 01+6 3 8 , 8 3 5 3 9 , 1 3 2 39, 171+ 1 7 7 , 1 0 6 1 9 3 , 1 8 8

Me r c h a n t  wh o l e s a l e r s . . 39 ,0 95 1+1+. 193 i +5, 5i +7 1+3 , 879 ¿+¿+,1+91 1+5, 211 191+. 985 218, 71+5

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 , 31+2 19 ,8 8 8 2 0 , 6 8 2 1 9 , 5 9 1 1 9 , 5 0 1 1 9 , 9 7 9 81+. 985 9 7 , 1 8 2

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 , 7 5 3 21+. 305 21+, 915 21+. 288 21+. 990 25,232 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 1 2 1 , 5 6 3

I NVENT ORI ES

T OT A L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 8 6 , 5 3 5 3 12 ,2 6 2  3 1 3 , 5 3 7  30 7,325  309, 81+7  3 1 3 , 1 1 1

Ma n u f a c t u r i n g . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 9 , 8 7 8 1 7 1 , 8 8 6  173 , 27 1 + 1 6 9 , 3 7 9  170 , 7 1 +7  1 7 2 , 8 0 9

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102, 331+ 1 0 9 , 2 1 8  1 1 0 , 0 0 2  1 0 7 , 6 8 5  1 0 8 , 1 9 0  1 0 9 , 2 2 6

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . .  57, 51+1+ 6 2 , 6 6 8  6 3 » 2 7 2  6 1 , 691+ 6 2 , 5 5 7

t a i l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 9 . 2 3 5  8 7 , 3 8 5  8 7 , 5 8 6  8 5 , 3 9 7  8 6 , 0 3 3

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 6 , 8 8 8  ¿+1, 151 ¿+1, 170 3 9 , 6 1 3  3 9 , 5 8 1

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . .  ¿+2, 31+7 ¿+6, 231+ ¿+6, 1+16 ¿+5, 781+ 14- 6, 1+52

Me r c h a n t  who l e s a l e r s . . . -  . ' ¿¿7, 1+22 5 2 , 9 9 1  5 2 , 6 7 7  52 , 51+9 5 3 , 0 6 7

Du r a b l e  2 9 . 3 9 3  3 1 , 8 1 6  3 2 , 2 8 9  31, 1+56 3 1 , 5 1 7

No n d u r a b l e ! ! . . . . . . . .  1 8 , 0 2 9  2 1 , 1 7 5  2 0 , 3 8 8  2 1 , 0 9 3  2 1 , 5 5 0

87,106 

i +0 ,167 
1+6, 939 
5 3 , 1 9 6  
31, 91+1
7 1  7 Z Z

T A B L E  2 . - - RET A I L  I NVENT ORI ES 
( Mi l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s )

K I ND OF  BUSI NESS

T OT A L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 9 , 2 3 5 8 7 , 3 8 5 8 7 , 5 8 6 8 5 , 3 9 7 8 6 , 0 3 3 8 7 , 1 0 6

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 , 8 8 8 1+1, 151 1+1, 170 3 9 , 6 1 3 3 9 , 5 8 1 1+0, 167

A u t o mo t i v e . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 , 2  51+ 20 , 1+32 2 0 , 3 9 6 19 , 221+ 19, 11+9 19, 571+

F u mi t u  r e - a p p  1 i a n c e . 5, 1+38 6 , 1 6 2 6 ,2 15 6 , 1 6 6 6 , 1 8 1 6 ,2 78
L umb e  r - h a r d wa r e . . . . . 5, 131+ 5, 631+ 5 . 6 6 3 5, 1+95 5, 1+1+3 5, 1+98

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1+2 , 31+7 1+6, 231+ 1+6 , 1+16 1+5, 781+ 1+6, 1+- 52 1+6, 939

A p p a r e l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 , 8 8 7 6 , 1+68 6 , 1+20 6 , 1+11+ 6, 511+ 6 , 5 1 8

F o o d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 , 2 7 9 8 , 8 9 5 9 , 0 2 1 8 , 8 5 9 8, 901+ 9 , 0 7 5

Ge n e r a l  me r c h a n d i s e . 1 8 , 9 6 9  • 2 1 , 0 3 6 21, 1+1+1 2 0 ,710 2 1 , 1 6 0 21, 61+7

De p a r t me n t  s t o r e s . 11, 821+ 13 ,2 20 13, Al +l + 1 3 , 0 5 7 1 3 , 2 3 3 1 3 , 5 1 2

r  Re v i s e d ,  
p Pr e l i mi n a r y .
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