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MANUFACTURI NG CAPACI TY UTI LI ZATI ON ROSE I N MARCH 1977

Manuf act ur er s ut i l i zed 83 per cent  of  t hei r  pr oduct i ve capaci t y i n 

Mar ch 1977,  2 per cent age poi nt s mor e t han l ast  December ,  accor di ng t o 

a sur vey conduct ed i n l at e Apr i l  and May by t he Bur eau of  Economi c 

Anal ysi s of  t he U. S.  Depar t ment  of  Commer ce.

The Mar ch r at e i s 8 poi nt s above t he t r ough of  75 per cent  i n Mar ch 
and June 1975,  but  3 poi nt s bel ow t he peak of  86 per cent  i n Mar ch and 
June 1973.  The mot or  vehi cl e,  nonel ect r i cal  machi ner y,  and pet r ol eum 
i ndust r i es wer e wi t hi n 2 poi nt s of  t hei r  1973- 74 pr e- r ecessi on peaks.  
I ndust r i es wel l  bel ow t hei r  pr evi ous peaks wer e:  t ext i l es,  6 poi nt s;
paper ,  7 poi nt s;  chemi cal s,  8 poi nt s;  and pr i mar y met al s,  12 poi nt s.

The Mar ch r i se i n capaci t y ut i l i zat i on r ef l ect ed an 11- poi nt  advance 
f or  mot or  vehi cl es,  t o 106 per cent ;  many pl ant s wer e oper at i ng on an 
over t i me basi s i n r esponse t o st r ong demand f or  l ar ge-  and i nt er medi at e­
si zed aut os and f or  t r ucks.  Among ot her  dur abl e goods i ndust r i es,  
pr i mar y met al s and st one- cl ay- gl ass r epor t ed 4- poi nt  i ncr eases t o 78 
and 79 per cent ,  r espect i vel y.  Bot h i ndust r i es had r epor t ed decl i nes 
f r om Sept ember  t o December  l ast  year .  Ai r cr af t  i ncr eased 3 poi nt s,  
t o 69 per cent .  Among nondur abl es,  paper ,  chemi cal s,  pet r ol eum,  and 
r ubber  r epor t ed 2- poi nt  i ncr eases.

Pr i mar y- pr ocessed goods i ndust r i es r epor t ed a ut i l i zat i on r at e of  
8 3 per cent ,  a 3- poi nt  i ncr ease f r om December ;  advanced- pr ocessed goods 
i ndust r i es r epor t ed 84 per cent ,  a 2- poi nt  i ncr ease.  Lar ge f i r ms 
( asset s of  $100 mi l l i on and over )  r epor t ed a r at e of  86 per cent ,  a 3-  
poi nt  i ncr ease;  medi um-  and smal l - si zed f i r ms r epor t ed 1- poi nt  i ncr eases,  
t o 80 per cent  and 77 per cent ,  r espect i vel y.

Capaci t y ut i l i zat i on r at es have been adj ust ed f or  seasonal  
var i at i on.

over



The capaci t y ut i l i zat i on sur vey—conduct ed quar t er l y—asks 
manuf act ur er s f or  act ual  and pr ef er r ed r at es of  capaci t y ut i l i zat i on 
f or  t he l ast  mont h of  each quar t er .

Addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on wi l l  appear  i n t he June i ssue of  t he Sur vey 
of  Cur r ent  Busi ness, publ i shed mont hl y by t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s.

The Sur vey i s avai l abl e f r om most  Di st r i ct  Of f i ces of  t he Depar t ment  
of  Commer ce,  and f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  Document s,  U. S.  Gover nment  
Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20402,  at  an annual  subscr i pt i on 
pr i ce of  $19. 00;  si ngl e copy $1. 60.

NOTE:  The concept ual  basi s and met hodol ogy of  t he
pr ogr am t o measur e t he ut i l i zat i on of  
manuf act ur i ng capaci t y i s descr i bed i n 
"The Ut i l i zat i on of  Manuf act ur i ng Capaci t y,
1965- 73, "  Sur vey of  Cur r ent  Busi ness,  Jul y 
1974,  pp.  47- 57.



Manuf act ur er s'  Capaci t y Ut i j ^ i St i on Rat es
June 1975 t o Mar ch 1977

( Seasonal l y Adj ust ed)

Oper at i ng r at es ( per cent )

1975 1976 1977

I ndust r y and asset  si ze June Sept . Dec. Mar ch June Sept . Dec. Mar ch

Al l  manuf act ur i ng. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 79 79 82 82 80 81 83

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 80 80 84 85 82 83 86
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 77 76 78 79 78 79 80
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 73 74 76 75 75 76 77

Dur abl e goods 1/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 78 77 81 83 79 81 84

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 80 78 84 86 81 83 88
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 74 73 76 78 76 77 78
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 70 70 74 72 73 72 76

Pr i mar y met al s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 74 69 78 83 79 74 78
El ect r i cal  machi ner y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 73 75 78 81 80 81 81
Machi ner y,  except  el ect r i cal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 84 81 84 86 87 86 87
Tr anspor t at i on equi pment  2/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 81 78 85 85 74 83 91

Mot or  vehi cl es. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 93 87 98 100 80 95 106
Ai r cr af t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 65 64 66 65 64 66 69

St one,  cl ay,  and gl ass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 74 72 78 76 79 75 79

Nondur abl e goods 3/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 80 81 82 81 82 82 82

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 81 83 84 83 83 83 84
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 80 79 81 81 80 81 81
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 76 77 78 77 78 80 78

Food i ncl udi ng bever age. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 77 76 77 76 79 77 77
Text i l es. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 83 85 89 85 83 84 85
Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 81 85 89 88 85 85 87
Chemi cal s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 75 78 80 82 79 78 80
Pet r ol eum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 91 91 94 96 90 93 95
Rubber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 78 81 86 68 82 85 87

Pr i mar y- nr ocessed goods 4/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 78 78 83 83 82 80 83
Advanced- pr ocessed goods 5/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 79 79 81 82 79 82 84

1.  Al so i ncl udes l umber ,  f ur ni t ur e,  f abr i cat ed met al s,  i nst r ument s,  and mi scel l aneous.
2.  Al so i ncl udes ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment .
3.  Al so i ncl udes t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng- publ i shi ng,  and l eat her .
4.  Consi st s of  l umber ;  st one,  cl ay,  and gl ass;  pr i mar y met al s;  f abr i cat ed met al s;  t ext i l es;  paper ;  chemi cal s ( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ;  
pet r ol eum;  and r ubber .
5.  Consi st s of  f ur ni t ur e,  el ect r i cal  machi ner y,  machi ner y except  el ect r i cal ,  mot or  vehi cl es,  ai r cr af t ,  ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment ,  
i nst r ument s,  f ood i ncl udi ng bever age,  t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng- publ i shi ng,  chemi cal s ( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ,  l eat her ,  and mi scel l aneous.



G ood New s
for those who make their living by numbers-

Pr ices sla shed  on m agazines p u b lish ed  by the Bu reau  of  

Econ om ic An a ly s is tha t  prov ide basic econ om ic data.

A m ust for GNP data users.

SURVEY O F ... - -. J

CURRENT BUSINESS.
The journal of record and 

research of the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis. Price 
reduced 61%. New price $19.00 
for 12 issues a year.

BU SINESS STATISTICS.
A weekly updating service for 

data that appear in the 
statistical (blue) pages of the 
Survey of Current Business. 
Price $15.00 a year.
Published weekly.

CONDITIONS DIGEST.
The Wall Street Journal said  

it was “the single m ost useful 
government publication, in 
the opinion of many 
analysts.” (March 21, 1977) 
Price reduced 28%. N ew  price 
$40.00 for 12 issues a year.

U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f C o m m erce , B u re a u  o f Econom ic  A n alys is

E N TE R  M Y  S U B S C R IP T IO N  T O Amount

Survey o f C urrent Business.

Annual subscription: $19.00 domestic: $23.75 foreign.

W e e k ly  Business S tatistics.

Annual subscription: $15.00 domestic: $18.75 foreign.

Business C onditions Digest.

Annual subscription: $40.00 domestic; $50.00 foreign.
Order from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

T o ta l

ED R e m itta n c e  E n c lo s e d  

( M a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b le  
to  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  
D o c u m e n ts )

f ~ l  C h a rg e  to  m y  D e p o s it  

A c c o u n t  N o .

M A IL  O R D E R  F O R M  T O :
S u p e r in te n d e n t o f D o c u m e n ts  

G o v e rn m e n t  P r in t in g  O ff ic e  

W a s h in g to n ,  D .C . 2 0 4 0 2
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