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MANUFACTURI NG AND TRADE I NVENTORI ES AND SALES- MARCH 1977

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es i ncr eased $2. 8 bi l l i on i n Mar ch,  

compar ed wi t h an i ncr ease of  $2. 0 bi l l i on i n Febr uar y ( r evi sed) ,  accor di ng 

t o t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s of  t he U.  S.  Depar t ment  of  Commer ce.  I n­

vent or i es r ose $715 mi l l i on at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel ,  $557 mi l l i on at  

whol esal e,  and $1. 5 bi l l i on at  r et ai l .

Tot al  busi ness sal es i ncr eased 3. 4 per cent  i n Mar ch,  compar ed wi t h
2. 7 per cent  i n Febr uar y.  Sal es i ncr eased 5. 0 per cent  at  t he manuf act ur i ng 
l evel ,  1. 5 per cent  at  whol esal e,  and 2. 1 per cent  at  r et ai l .

The t ot al  busi ness st ock- t o- sal es r at i o at  t he end of  t he mont h was 
1. 43 f or  Mar ch,  compar ed wi t h 1. 46 f or  Febr uar y and 1. 48 f or  Mar ch 1976.

Tot al  busi ness i nvent or i es i ncr eased $7. 7 bi l l i on i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  
compar ed wi t h an i ncr ease of  $2. 6 bi l l i on i n t he f our t h quar t er .  I nvent or i es 
r ose $2 . 6  bi l l i on at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel ,  $2 . 1  bi l l i on at  whol esal e,  
and $3. 0 bi l l i on at  r et ai l .

Tot al  busi ness sal es i ncr eased 5. 2 per cent  i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  
compar ed wi t h an i ncr ease of  2 . 1  per cent  i n t he f our t h quar t er .

Dat a Revi si on

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade sal es have been r evi sed back t o December  1975 t o 
r ef l ect  r evi sed manuf act ur i ng est i mat es.  Revi sed est i mat es of  sal es and 
or der s of  nondur abl e goods ar e shown i n t he Mar ch 1977 " Manuf act ur er s1 
Shi pment s,  I nvent or i es,  and Or der s"  ( Cur r ent  I ndust r i al  Repor t s,  Ser i es
M3- 1 ( 77) - 3) , avai l abl e f r om t he Bur eau of  t he Census.
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Al l  f i gur es i n t he t ext  of  t hi s r epor t  ar e adj ust ed f or  seasonal  
var i at i on but  not  f or  pr i ce change.

Ret ai l  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $701 mi l l i on i n Mar ch,  
compar ed wi t h a decr ease of  $19 mi l l i on i n Febr uar y.  Aut omot i ve i nven­
t or i es i ncr eased $400 mi l l i on.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es i ncr eased $818 
mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $281 mi l l i on.  I nvent or i es of  al l  nondur abl es 
i ncr eased.

Ret ai l  i nvent or i es r ose $3. 0 bi l l i on i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  as dur a­
bl es r ose $1. 4 bi l l i on and nondur abl es r ose $1. 6 bi l l i on.

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $ 1 2 0  

mi l l i on i n Mar ch,  compar ed wi t h $392 mi l l i on i n Febr uar y.  Nondur abl es 
i nvent or i es i ncr eased $437 mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $394 mi l l i on.

Whol esal er s i nvent or i es r ose $2. 1 bi l l i on i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  as 
dur abl es r ose $1 . 1  bi l l i on and nondur abl es r ose $ 9 4 9  mi l l i on.

Manuf act ur er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $ 3 9 9  mi l l i on i n 
Mar ch, compar ed wi t h $660 mi  11i on i n Febr uar y.  Nondur abl es i nvent or i es 
i ncr eased $316 mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h $307 mi l l i on.

Manuf act ur er s'  i nvent or i es i ncr eased $2. 6 bi l l i on i n t he f i r st  o n a rtPr  

$1. 9 bi l l i on i n dur abl es and $685 mi l l i on i n nondur abl es.

Ret ai l  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 4. 3 per cent  i n Mar ch,  compar ed 
wi t h 3. 9 per cent  i n Febr uar y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased 1. 0 per cent ,  
compar ed wi t h 2 . 1  per cent .

Ret ai l  sal es i ncr eased 3. 6 per cent  i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  as dur abl es 
r ose 7. 1 per cent  and nondur abl es r ose 1. 9 per cent .

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 0. 1 per cent  i n Mar ch,  
compar ed wi t h 5. 4 per cent  i n Febr uar y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased 2. 6 
per cent ,  compar ed wi t h 1 . 3  per cent .

Whol esal er s'  sal es i ncr eased 4. 7 per cent  i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  wi t h 
dur abl es up 6. 5 per cent  and nondur abl es up 3. 3 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 8. 0 per cent  i n Mar ch,  
compar ed wi t h 2. 8 per cent  i n Febr uar y.  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased 1  8  
per cent ,  compar ed wi t h 2 . 4  per cent .

Manuf act ur er s'  sal es i ncr eased 6 . 2  per cent  i n t he f i r st  quar t er ,  wi t h 
dur abl es up 7. 0 per cent  and nondur abl es up 5. 4 per cent .  >

Manuf act ur er s'  new or der s i ncr eased 5. 2 per cent  i n Mar ch,  compar ed 
wi t h 1. 3 per cent  i n Febr uar y.  Or der s i ncr eased 8. 0 per cent  f or  dur abl es 
and 2. 3 per cent  f or  nondur abl es.  Fact or y or der s i ncr eased 5. 4 per cent  
i n t he f i r st  quar t er .
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Unf i l l ed or der s i ncr eased $749 mi l l i on,  t o $178 bi l l i on i n Mar ch.
The unf i l l ed or der - t o- sal es r at i o was 3. 11 at  t he end of  Mar ch,  compar ed 
wi t h 3. 29 f or  Febr uar y and 3. 37 f or  Mar ch 1976.  Unf i l l ed or der s i ncr eased 
$2. 9 bi l l i on i n t he f i r st  quar t er .

Addi t i onal  dat a appear  i n t he st at i st i cal  pages of  t he Sur vey of  
Cur r ent  Busi ness, a mont hl y magazi ne of  t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s.

The Sur vey i s avai l abl e f r om most  Di st r i ct  Of f i ces of  t he Depar t ment  
of  Commer ce or  f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  Document s,  U.  S.  Gover nment  
Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D.  C.  20402,  at  an annual  subscr i pt i on 
pr i ce of  $19. 00;  si ngl e copy $1. 60.

Billion $

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  B u r e a u  o f  E c o n o m i c  A n a l y s i s



TABLE 1 . - - T OT AL  MANUF ACT URI NG AND TRADE 
( Mi l l i o n s  of  d o l l a r s )

Unadjusted____  Seasonally adjusted

1 9 7 6 1 9 7 7 1 9 7 7 F i r s t  3  mo n t h s

Ma r . r F e b . r  Ma r . P J a n . r  F e b . r Ma r . P 1 9 7 6 r  1 9 7 7 r

SALES

TOTAL.............. 1 9 3 , 3 6 5 1 9 5 , 6 1 9 2 1 9 , 0 4 1 2 0 1 , 9 8 8 2 0 7 , 5 0 0 2 1 4 , 6 4 5 5 6 0 , 2 5 4  6 2 4 , 1?3
Ma n u f a c t u r i n g . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 ,10 1 10 6 ,8 6 7 114 ,2 3 6 1 0 3 , 3 9 7  10 6 ,0 9 2 1 1 1 , 3 7 2 2 8 6 , 6 4 8  3 2 0 , 8 6 1

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 , 8 6 5 5 4 , 9 0 8 6 0 , 7 1 9 5 3 , 2 4 7 5 4 , 7 2 9 5 9 , 0 9 6 1 4 6 , 1 0 1  16 7,0 72
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . ¿18 ,237 5 1 , 9 5 9 5 3 , 5 1 7 5 0 , 1 5 0 5 1 , 3 6 3 5 2 , 2 ? 6 1. 40, 547 1 5 3 , 7 8 9

Re t a i l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 , 7 5 2 ¿19, 382 5 8 , 1 9 6 56 ,660 5 8 , 1 ? 5 5 9 , 4 0 0 1 5 7 , 5 3 7  1 7 4 , 2 3 5
Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 , 7 5 8 16 ,6 0 8 2 0 , 6 9 0 1 9 , 0 2 4 1 9 , 7 6 4 20 ,618 5 1 , 5 3 0  5 9 , 4 0 6
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 , 9 9 4 3 2 , ? ? 4 3 7 , 5 0 6 3 7 , 6 3 6 3 8 , 4 1 1 3 8 , 7 8 2 10 6 ,0 0 7 1 1 4 , 8 2 9

Me r c h a n t  wh o l e s a l e r s . . ¿11, 512 3 9 , 3 7 0 4 6 , 6 0 9 ¿11, 931 4 3 , 2 3 3 4 3 , 8 7 3 1 1 6 , 0 6 9  129 ,0 3 7
Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 , 9 0 1 17,2 2 2 2 0 , 5 8 9 1 8 , 5 5 9 1 9 , 5 5 2 1 9 , 5 7 0 5 0 , 8 1 2  5 7 , 6 8 1
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 ,6 11 22, 1/ 4- 8 26,0 20 2 3 , 3 7 2 23 ,6 8 1 24,30 3 6 5 , 2 5 ?  7 1 , 3 5 6

I NVENT ORI ES

T OT AL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 8 3 , 5 6 5 3 0 5 ,^ 1 309, 5111 3 0 1 , 9 7 0 3 0 3 , 9 8 5  3 0 6 , 7 7 6
Ma n u f a c t u r i n g . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 8 , 6 7 1 1 7 0 , 3 9 6 170 ,6 0 6 1 6 7 , 4 8 2  1 6 8 , 4 4 9 1 6 9 , 1 6 4

Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 1 , 6 9 3 108, ¿139 1 0 8 , 6 6 3 10 6 ,56 2  10 7,2 2 2  10 7,6 2 1
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 5 6 , 9 7 9 6 1 , 9 5 7 6l , 9i i 3 60 ,920 6 1,2 2 7 6 1 , 5 4 3

Re t a i l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 ,0 37 8 2,8 62 8 6 ,20 2 8 3 ,6 16 8 3 , 8 7 8 8 5 , 3 9 7 1
Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 , 3 2 5 3 9 , 3 8 7 ¿10 , 839 3 8 , 9 3 1 3 8 , 9 1 2 3 9 , 6 1 3
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . ¿11,712 ¿13, 1175 4 5 , 3 6 3 4 4 , 6 8 5 4 4 ,966 4 5 , 7 8 4

Me r c h a n t  wh o l e s a l e r s . . ¿16, 857 5 2 , 1 8 3 5 2 , 7 3 3 5 0 , 8 7 2 51,6 58 5 2 , 2 1 5
Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 8 , 5 0 5 3 1 , 1 9 1 3 1 , 6 3 7 3 0 , 8 4 ? 3 1 , 2 3 9 3 1 , 3 5 9
No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 , 3 5 2  20 ,992  21,0 9 6  20 ,0 25

T ABL E 2 . - - RET A I L  I NVENTORI ES 
( Mi l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s )

2 0 , 4 1 9 2 0 , 8 5 6

KI ND OF  BUSI NESS

TOTAL . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 8 , 0 3 7 8 2,8 62 8 6,20 2 8 3 ,6 16 8 3 , 3 ? 8 8 5 , 3 9 7
Du r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 , 3 2 5 3 9 , 3 8 7 ¿10 , 839 3 8 , 9 3 1 3 8 , 9 1 2 3 9 , 6 1 3

Au t o mo t i v e . . . . . . . . . . . 18, 11* 6 1 9 , 5 2 1 2 0 , 3 3 9 1 8 , 9 6 5 1 8 , 8 2 4 1 9 , 2 2 4
Fu r n i t u r e - a p p l i a n c e . 5,29 0 5 , 9 0 8 6 , 0 4 9 5 , 8 9 0 6 , 0 6 6 6 ,16 6
L u mb e r - h a r d wa r e . . . . . 5 , 0 6 5 5, ¿135 5 , 62? 5 , 3 4 9 5 , 4 3 0 5 , 4 9 5

No n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . . . . ¿11,712 ¿13 ,4 75 ¿15, 363 4 4 , 6 8 5 4 4 , 9 6 6 4 5 , 7 8 4
A p p a r e l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 , 8 5 5 6 , 0 4 2 6 , 3 9 5 6 , 3 9 2 6 , 2 9 4 6 , 4 1 4
F o o d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 ,16 2 8 , 5 5 5 8 ,8 32 8 , 8 0 1 8 , 6 4 1 8 , 8 5 9
Ge n e r a l  me r c h a n d i s e . 18 ,0 76 1 9 , 2 7 2 2 0 , 2 9 6 1 9 , 8 6 5 2 0 , 4 8 2 20 ,710

De p a r t me n t  s t o r e s . 1 1 , 1 5 0 12,0 0 0 1 2 , 7 9 6 1 2 , 4 1 0 1 2 , 8 7 5 1 3 , 0 5 7

r  Re v i s e d ,  
p  Pr e l i mi n a r y .
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