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MANUFACTURI NG AND TRADE I NVENTORI ES AND SALES- NOVEMBER 1976

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es i ncr eased $311 mi l l i on i n 

November ,  compar ed wi t h an i ncr ease of  $1. 6 bi l l i on i n Oct ober  ( r evi sed) ,  

accor di ng t o t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s of  t he U. S.  Depar t ment  of  

Commer ce.  I nvent or i es r ose $241 mi l l i on at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel  and 

$318 mi l l i on at  whol esal e.  Ret ai l  i nvent or i es decr eased $248 mi l l i on.

Tot al  busi ness sal es i ncr eased 2. 1 per cent  i n November ,  af t er  a 
r evi sed Oct ober  decl i ne of  0. 7 per cent .  Sal es i ncr eased 2. 9 per cent  
at  t he manuf act ur i ng l evel ,  1. 9 per cent  at  r et ai l ,  and 0. 4 per cent  at  
whol esal e.

The t ot al  busi ness st ock- t o- sal es r at i o at  t he end of  t he mont h was 
1. 52 f or  November ,  compar ed wi t h 1. 55 f or  Oct ober .  For  November  1975,  
t he r at i o was 1. 55.

Al l  f i gur es i n t he t ext  of  t hi s r epor t  ar e adj ust ed f or  seasonal  
var i at i on but  not  f or  pr i ce change.

Dat a Revi si on

Manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es and sal es publ i shed i n t hi s r epor t  
have been r evi sed back t o Januar y 1958 t o r ef l ect  r evi sed manuf act ur i ng 
est i mat es.  These r evi si ons r ef l ect  t he adj ust ment  of  t he mont hl y dat a t o 
annual  benchmar ks and t he i nt r oduct i on of  new seasonal  adj ust ment  f act or s.  
See Manuf act ur er s'  Shi pment s,  I nvent or i es and Or der s:  1958- 1976 ( Revi sed)
Ser i es M3- 1. 6,  avai l abl e f r om t he Bur eau of  t he Census.  Hi st or i cal  dat a 
f or  t ot al  manuf act ur i ng and t r ade i nvent or i es and sal es wi l l  be publ i shed 
i n t he Januar y Sur vey of  Cur r ent  Busi ness.
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Ret ai l  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $165 mi l l i on,  af t er  
a decr ease of  $304 mi l l i on i n Oct ober .  Al l  dur abl es l i nes i ncr eased.  
Nondur abl es i nvent or i es decr eased $413 mi l l i on,  af t er  an Oct ober  i n­
cr ease of  $114 mi l l i on.  I nvent or i es of  al l  nondur abl es except  f ood 
decr eased.

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $132 
mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h a r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  $63 mi l l i on.  Non­
dur abl es i nvent or i es i ncr eased $186 mi l l i on,  compar ed wi t h a r evi sed 
Oct ober  i ncr ease of  $61 mi l l i on.

Manuf act ur er s1 i nvent or i es of  dur abl e goods i ncr eased $422 mi l l i on,  
compar ed wi t h a r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  $1. 5 bi l l i on.  Nondur abl es 
i nvent or i es decr eased $181 mi l l i on,  af t er  a r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  
$235 mi  11 i on.

Ret ai l  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 3. 7 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a 
r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  0. 4 per cent .  Nondur abl es sal es i ncr eased
1. 0 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  1. 2 per cent .

Mer chant  whol esal er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 1. 5 per cent ,  
af t er  a r evi sed Oct ober  decl i ne of  1. 9 per cent .  Nondur abl es sal es 
decr eased 0. 5 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a r evi sed Oct ober  decl i ne of
1. 5 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s'  sal es of  dur abl es i ncr eased 4. 3 per cent ,  af t er  a 
r evi sed Oct ober  decr ease of  1. 6 per cent .  Nondur abl e sal es i ncr eased
1. 5 per cent ,  af t er  a r evi sed Oct ober  decr ease of  0. 7 per cent .

Manuf act ur er s'  new or der s i ncr eased 1. 2 per cent ,  compar ed wi t h a 
r evi sed Oct ober  i ncr ease of  0. 8 per cent .  Or der s i ncr eased 1. 8 per cent  
f or  dur abl es and 0. 6 per cent  f or  nondur abl es.

Unf i l l ed or der s i ncr eased $439 mi l l i on i n November .  At  t he end 
of  t he mont h,  t he unf i l l ed or der s- t o- sal es r at i o was 3. 37,  compar ed 
wi t h 3. 43 f or  Oct ober  and 3. 72 f or  November  1975.

Addi t i onal  dat a appear  i n t he st at i st i cal  pages of  t he Sur vey of  
Cur r ent  Busi ness, a mont hl y magazi ne of  t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ysi s.

The Sur vey i s avai l abl e f r om most  Di st r i ct  Of f i ces of  t he Depar t ment  
of _Commer ce or  f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  Document s,  U. S.  Gover nment  
Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20402,  at  an annual  subscr i pt i on pr i ce 
of  $48. 30 i ncl udi ng weekl y suppl ement s.

Det ai l s of  sal es and i nvent or i es ar e gi ven i n t he f ol l owi ng t abl e.



* TABLE 1. - - TOTAL MANUFACTURI NG AND TRADE 
( Mi l l i ons of  dol l ar s)

Unadj us t ed_______  Seasonal l y  adj ust ed

1975 1976 I 9 76 Fi r st  l l mont hs

Nov . r Oc t . r  Nov. D Set >t . r  Oc t „ r  Nov. ^ 1975r  1976r

SALES

COI TAL. . . . . . . . . . 176, 094 198, 688 198, 215 19 4 , 2 6 1 192, 963 196, 942 1 , 8 8 9 , 10 7 2, 109, 797
Manuf ac t ur i ng. . . . . . . . . 90, 641 10 1, 7 9 0  100, 573 98, 780 97, 653 100, 458 955, 015 1, 079, 079

Dur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 L , 5 2 1 51, 869 51, 356 50, 060 49, 267 51, 365 480, 698 550, 841
Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . 46, 120 49, 921 49, 217 4 8 ,72 0 48, 386 49, 093 4 7 4 , 3 16 528, 238

Ret ai l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50, 526 55, 962 56, 267 54, 100 54, 634 55, 657 532, 047 590, 872

Dur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 248 18, 259 17, 889 17, 481 17, 559 18, 202 163, 960 193, 947
Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . . 35, 278 37, 703 38, 378 36, 619 37, 075 3 7 , 4 5 5 369, 087 396, 925

Mer chant  whol esal er s . . 35, 82? 40, 936 41, 375 41, 381 40, 676 40, 827 402, 045 439, 846

Dur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14, 835 18, 043 17, 870 18, 104 17, 755 18, 024 169, 994 19 1, 8 6 6

Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . . 2 0 ,9 9 2 22, 893 23, 505 23, 277 2 2 , 9 2 1 22, 803 2 3 2 , 0 5 1 247, 980

I NVENTORI ES

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279, 520 299, 124 302, 451 296, 537 298, 179 298, 490
Manuf ac t ur i ng. . . . . . . . . 155, 227 165, 320 166, 322 164, 966 16 6 , 6 7 4 166, 915

- 100, 045 104, 483 10 5 ,0 7 6 104, 117 105, 589 106, 011
^ ^ n d u r a b l e . . . . . . . . . . • 55, 182 60, 837 6 l , 246 60, 850 61, 085 60, 904
Ret ai l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83, 875 85, 395 81, 848 81, 658 81, 410

Dur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 4 , 4 13 36, 831 37, 867 37, 822 37, 518 37, 683
Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 , 0 15 47, 044 47, 528 44, 026 44, 140 43, 727

Mer chant  whol esal er s . . 4 5 , 8 6 5 49, 929 50, 73^ 49, 723 49, 847 50, 165
Dur abl e. . . . . . . .  . . . . • 2 7 ,2 9 9 30, 129 30, 342 30, 384 30, 447 30, 579
Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . 18, 566 19, 800 20, 392 19, 339 19, 400 19, 586

TABLE 2. — RETAI L I NVENTORI ES 
( Mi l l i ons of  dol l ar s)

KI ND OF BUSI NESS

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78, ^ 28 83, 875 85, 395 81, 848 81, 658 81, 410
. Dur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34, 413 36, 831 37, 867 37, 822 37, 518 37, 683
. Aut omot i v e. . . . . . . . . . . 16, 502 17, 072 17, 795 18, 364 17, 895 17, 957

Fur ni t ur e- appl i ance. 5, 407 5, 931 6, 028 5, 671 5, 736 5, 757
Lumber - har dwar e. . . . . 4, 695 5, 241 5, 249 5, 271 5, 326 5, 389

Nondur abl e. . . . . . . . . . . . . 44, 015 47, 044 47, 528 44, 026 44, 140 43, 727
Appar el . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 162 6, 942 6, 909 6, 383 6, 410 6, 287
Food. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 376 8, 772 9, 153 8, 470 8, 600 8, 776
Gener al  mer chandi se. 19, 495 21, 506 21, 568 19, 537 19, 517 19, 183

Depar t ment  st or es. 12 , 2 2 3 1 3 , 462 13, 825 12, 016 1 2 , 1 1 7 12, 053
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