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MANUFACTURING CAPACITY UTILIZATION 
UNCHANGED IN DECEMBER 1975

Manufacturers utilized 79 percent of their capacity in December 1975, 

the same as in September, according to the survey conducted in late 

January and February by the Bureau of Economic Analysis of the U.S. 

Department of Commerce. The December rate is 4 points above the March 

and June rate, but 7 points below the peak of March and June 1973.

Most of the durables industries reported decreases for December 
while most of the nondurables industries reported increases.

Motor vehicles declined 6 points to 87 percent in December, as 
producers held output down to keep inventories in balance; this industry 
had shown a 13-point rise from June to September. Primary metals declined 
5 points, to 69 percent in December, the same as their June rate. Non
electrical machinery declined 3 points in December and stone-clay-glass,
2 points. Electrical machinery increased 2 points, to 75 percent.

In nondurables, paper reported a 4-point increase for December, to 
85 percent; this followed a 5-point increase from June to September; 
the paper industry was among those most affected by inventory liquidation 
early in the year. Rubber and chemicals reported increases of 3 points 
in their December utilization rates. Textiles reported a 2-point increase 
while food-beverage reported a 1-point decline. The rate for petroleum 
remained at 91 percent in December.

The utilization rate reported by large firms (assets of $100 million 
and over) was 80 percent, unchanged from September. The rate for medium
sized firms declined 1 point, to 76 percent, while that for small firms 
rose 1 point, to 74 percent. The December rates were unchanged for 
primary-processed goods industries (78 percent) and for advanced-processed 
goods industries (79 percent).

Capacity utilization rates have been adjusted for seasonal variation.



The sur vey— conduc t ed quar t er l y— asks manuf act ur er s  f or  act ual  
and pr ef er r ed r at es of  capac i t y  ut i l i zat i on f or  t he l ast  mont h of  each 
quar t er .

Addi t i onal  di scuss i on wi l l  appear  i n t he Mar c h i ssue of  t he Sur vey 
of  Cur r ent  Bus i ness , publ i shed mont hl y  by  t he Bur eau of  Economi c Anal ys i s .

The Sur vey i s avai l abl e f r om most  Di s t r i c t  Of f i ces of  t he Depar t ment  
of  Commer ce,  or  f r om t he Super i nt endent  of  Document s,  U. S.  Gover nment  
Pr i nt i ng Of f i ce,  Washi ngt on,  D. C.  20402,  at  an annual  subscr i pt i on pr i ce 
of  $48. 30,  i nc l udi ng week l y  suppl ement s.

NOTE:  The concept ual  bas i s  and met hodol ogy  of  t he pr ogr am t o
measur e t he ut i l i zat i on of  manuf act ur i ng capac i t y  i s 
descr i bed i n " The Ut i l i zat i on of  Manuf ac t ur i ng Capaci t y, .  
1965- 73, "  Sur vey  of  Cur r ent  Busi ness,  Jul y 1974,  pp.  47- 57.

Manuf act ur er s '  Capac i t y  Ut i l i zat i on Rat es,  
Mar ch 1974 t o December  1975 

( Seasonal l y Adj ust ed)  1

Oper at i ng r at es ( per cent )

I ndus t r y  and asset  si ze
1974 —______ 1225____________

Mar ch June Sept . Dec . Mar ch June Sept . Dec.

Al l  manuf ac t ur er s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 84 84 78 7 5 75 79 79

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and ov er . . . . . . . . 86 87 87 80 7 7 76 80 80
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . 83 83 81 75 7 3 75 77 76
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 79 77 72 70 72 73 74

Dur abl e goods 1/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 84 84 76 74 73 78 77

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and ov er . . . . . . . . 85 85 87 79 77 75 80 78
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . 82 83 82 75 72 71 74 73
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 77 76 68 66 67 70 70

Pr i mar y  met al s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 90 90 82 79 69 74 69
El ect r i cal  machi ner y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 85 83 78 73 71 73 75
Machi ner y,  except  el ec t r i cal . . . . . . . . 89 88 89 87 84 82 84 81
Tr anspor t at i on equi pment  2 / . . . . . . . . . . 77 80 83 71 71 73 81 78

Mot or  vehi c l es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 87 92 70 73 80 93 87
Ai r c r af t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 69 71 72 68 64 65 64

St one,  cl ay,  and gl as s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 81 81 70 68 67 74 72

Nondur abl e goods 3 / . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 85 84 80 76- 78 80 81

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and ov er . . . . . . . . 88 88 87 83 77 79 81 83
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . 83 82 80 76 75 78 80 79
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 80 78 75 74 77 76 77

Food i nc l udi ng bev er age. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 81 79 77 77 79 77 76
Tex t i l es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 87 80 69 69 76 83 85
Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 93 94 84 74 76 81 85
Chemi cal s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 86 86 81 72 72 75 78
Pet r ol eum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 92 89 90 87 87 91 91
Rubber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 88 86 77 65 74 78 81

Pr i mar y- pr ocessed goods 4 / . . . . . . . . . . . 87 87 86 79 75 73 78 78
Advanced- pr ocessed goods 5 / . . . . . . . . . . . 83 83 83 77 75 76 79 79

1.  Al so i ncl udes pr oducer s of  l umber ,  f ur ni t ur e,  f abr i cat ed met al s ,  i nst r ument s,  and or dnance 
and mi scel l aneous manuf act ur es.

2.  Al so i ncl udes pr oducer s of  ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment .
3.  Al so i ncl udes pr oducer s of  t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng and publ i shi ng,  and l eat her .
4.  I nc l udes pr oducer s  of  l umber ;  st one,  cl ay,  and gl ass;  pr i mar y  met al s ;  f abr i cat ed met al s;  

t ext i l es;  paper ;  chemi cal s ( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ;  pet r ol eum;  and r ubber .
5.  I nc l udes pr oducer s  of  f ur ni t ur e,  el ec t r i cal  machi ner y,  machi ner y  except  el ect r i cal ,

mot or  vehi cl es,  ai r cr af t ,  ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment ,  i nst r ument s,  or dnance and mi scel l aneous 
manuf act ur es,  f ood i nc l udi ng bever age,  t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng and publ i shi ng,  chemi cal s 
( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ,  and l eat her .
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