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MANUFACTURI NG CAPACI TY UTI LI ZATI ON  

UNCHANGED I N JUNE 1975

M a n u f a ct u r in g  c a p a c i t y  was u t i l i z e d  a t  an o v e r a l l  r a t e  o f  75 

p e r ce n t  in  Jun e  1 9 7 5 , a cco r d in g  t o  t h e  su r v e y  con d u ct e d  i n  l a t e  Ju l y  

and August  by t h e  Burea u  o f  Econom ic A n a ly s is  o f  t h e  U .S .  Depar tm ent

o f  Commerce. T h is  i s  t h e  same as t h e  r a t e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  M arch and t h e  

low e st  s in ce  t h e  su r v e y  was begun i n  1 9 6 5 ; i t  i s  3 p o in t s  be low  

t h e  Decem ber 1974 r a t e  and 9 p o in t s  be low  t h e  84 p e r ce n t  r a t e  

m a in t a in e d  i n  M a r ch , June, and Septem ber  o f  1 9 74 .

A lt h o u g h  t h e  o v e r a l l  r a t e  was unchanged in  1975 from  March t o  

Ju n e ,  t h e r e  w ere s i z a b l e  o f f s e t t i n g  changes among i n d i v i d u a l  i n d u s t r i e s .

Most  d u r a b le  goods in d u s t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  d e cr e a se s in  o p e r a t in g  

r a t e s  f rom  M arch t o  Ju n e ,  p a r t l y  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  co n t in u e d  w eakness 

i n  t h e  demand f o r  c a p i t a l  goods; m otor  v e h i c l e s  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x ce p t io n .  A l l  n o n d u r a b le  goods in d u s t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  r a t e s  s t a b le  

o r  h ig h e r .

A p ick u p  i n  o u t p u t  o f  new ca r s r e s u l t e d  i n  h ig h e r  Jun e  o p e r a t in g  

r a t e s  in  t h e  m ot or  v e h i c l e  and r u b b e r  i n d u s t r i e s ;  m ot or  v e h i c le s  

in cr e a se d  7 p o in t s  t o  80 p e r ce n t  and r u b b e r  in cr e a se d  9 p o in t s  t o  

74 p e r ce n t .  T e x t i l e s  in cr e a se d  7 p o in t s  t o  76 p e r ce n t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  

an im provem ent  i n  t h e  demand f o r  a p p a r e l  and h ou se h old  f u r n is h in g s .
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P a r t l y  o f f s e t t i n g  t h e se  in cr e a se s  was a 1 0 - p e r ce n t  drop  

i n  p r im a r y  m e t a ls ,  due p r i m a r i l y  t o  e x ce ss s t e e l  in v e n t o r ie s  b e in g  

w orked o f f .  The a i r c r a f t  in d u s t r y  r e p o r t e d  a 4 - p o in t  d e c l i n e  from  

M arch t o  Ju n e ; i t  had r e p o r t e d  a s i m i l a r  d e c l in e  i n  M a r ch . S m a l le r  

d e c l in e s  ( 2 p o in t s )  o ccu r r e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  and n o n e l e c t r i c a l  

m a ch in e r y  i n d u s t r i e s ;  s t o n e - c l a y - g l a s s - - a t  67 p e r ce n t - - w a s l i t t l e  

changed from  M a rch .

Food - b e v e r a g e  and p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  2 - p o in t  in c r e a s e s .  Pe t r o le u m  

and ch e m ica ls r e p o r t e d  no change from  M a rch .

The u t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e  f o r  la r g e  f i r m s  ( a sse t s o f  $100 m i l l i o n  and 

ove r )  was 1 p o in t  low e r  i n  Ju n e  1975 t h a n  i n  M a rch . Medium -  and 

s m a l l - s iz e d  f i r m s r e p o r t e d  o f f s e t t i n g  in cr e a se s  o f  2 p o i n t s .

P r im a r y - p r o ce sse d  goods in d u s t r i e s  as a group o p e r a t e d  a t  73 

p e r ce n t  o f  c a p a c i t y  i n  Ju n e ; t h i s  was a 2 - p o in t  d e cr e a se  from  M arch  

and m a in ly  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  d e cr e a se  i n  p r im a r y  m e t a ls .  Adva nced-  

p r o ce sse d  goods in d u s t r i e s  r o se  1 p o in t  t o  76 p e r ce n t .

Ca p a ci t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e s  have  been a d j u st e d  f o r  se a so n a l  

v a r i a t i o n .

The su r v e y - - co n d u ct e d  q u a r t e r ly - - a s k s  m a n u fa ct u r e r s f o r  a c t u a l  

and p r e f e r r e d  r a t e s  o f  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  m onth o f  each  

q u a r t e r .  The su r v e y  has been con d u ct e d  a n n u a l ly  s in ce  1965 and q u a r t e r ly  

s in ce  1 9 6 8 .

A d d i t io n a l  d is c u s s io n  w i l l  a ppe a r  i n  t h e  Septem ber  issu e  o f  t h e  Su r ve y  

o f  Cu r r e n t  B u sin e ss , p u b l ish e d  m on t h ly  by  t h e  Bureau o f  Econom ic A n a l y s i s .

The Su r v e y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e s  o f  t h e  D epar tm ent  o f  

Commerce, o r  from  t h e  Su p e r in t e n d e n t  o f  Docum ents, U . S .  Governm ent  P r i n t i n g  

O f f i c e ,  W a sh in gt on , D .C.  2 0 4 0 2 , a t  an a n n u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 8 .3 0 ,  

i n c lu d in g  w e e k ly  su p p le m e n t s.

NOTE: The co n ce p t u a l  b a s is  and m e t h odology  o f  t h e  program  t o  m easure

t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  m a n u fa ct u r in g  c a p a c i t y  i s  d e scr ib e d  in  

"The U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  M a n u f a ct u r in g  Ca p a c i t y ,  1 9 6 5 - 7 3 ,"  Su r ve y  

o f  Cu r r e n t  B u sin e ss , Ju l y  1 9 7 4 , p p .  4 7 - 5 7 .

( S t a t i s t i c a l  t a b le  a t t a ch e d )
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Manuf act ur er s '  Capac i t y  Ut i l i zat i on Rat es,  
June 19/ 3 t o June 1975 

( Seasonal l y  Adj us t ed)

Oper at i ng r at es ( per cent  )
1973 1974 1975

June &pt . Dec. Mar ch June Sept . Dec. Mar ch June

Al l  manuf ac t ur er s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 85 85 84 84 84 78 75 75

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . 89 88 87 86 87 87 80 77 76
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . 83 83 82 83 83 81 75 73 75
Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . 78 79 79 80 79 77 72 70 72

Dur abl e goods 1/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 85 84 83 84 84 76 74 73

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . 89 88 86 85 85 87 79 77 75
$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . 83 83 82 82 83 82 75 72 71

Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . 79 78 78 78 77 76 68 66 67

Pr i mar y  met al s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 89 89 89 90 90 82 79 69

El ect r i cal  mac hi ner y . . . . . . . . . . . 82 82 80 84 85 83 78 73 71

Machi ner y,  except  el ect r i cal . . . 86 87 86 89 88 89 87 84 82

Tr anspor t at i on equi pment  2 / . __ 91 86 82 77 80 83 71 71 73

Mot or  v ehi c l es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 99 91 83 87 92 70 73 80

Ai r c r af t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 69 70 71 69 71 72 68 64

St one,  cl ay,  and gl as s . . . . . . . . . 83 83 83 84 81 81 70 68 67

Nondur abl e goods 3/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 86 86 85 85 84 80 76 78

Asset  si ze:
$100. 0 mi l l i on and over . . . 91 89 89 88 88 87 83 77 79

$10. 0 t o $99. 9 mi l l i on. . . . 83 82 83 83 82 80 76 75 78

Under  $10. 0 mi l l i on. . . . . . 78 80 80 82 80 78 75 74 77

Food i nc l udi ng bev er age. . . . . . . 80 79 82 82 81 79 77 77 79

Tex t i l es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 89 89 87 87 80 69 69 76

Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 94 93 93 93 94 84 74 76

88 88 88 85 86 86 81 72 72

Pet r ol eum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 97 95 86 92 89 90 87 87

Rubber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 90 84 89 88 86 77 65 74

Pr i mar y - pr ocessed goods 4 / . . . . . 8Q 89 89 87 87 86 79 75 73

Advanced- pr ocessed goods 5 / . . . . 85 83 82 83 83 83 77 75 76

1.  Al so i nc l udes pr oducer s  of  l umber ,  f ur ni t ur e,  f abr i cat ed met al s,  i nst r ument s,  and or dnance and mi scel l aneous  

manuf ac t ur es .
2.  Al so i nc l udes pr oducer s  of  ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment .
3.  Al so i nc l udes pr oducer s  of  t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng and publ i shi ng,  and l eat her .
4.  I nc l udes  pr oducer s  of  l umber ;  st one,  cl ay,  and gl ass;  pr i mar y  met al s;  f abr i cat ed met al s;  t ext i l es;  paper ;  

chemi cal s  ( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ;  pet r ol eum;  and r ubber .  .
5.  I nc l udes  pr oducer s  of  f ur ni t ur e,  el ec t r i cal  machi ner y,  machi ner y  except  el ect r i cal ,  mot or  vehi cl es,  ai r cr at t  

ot her  t r anspor t at i on equi pment ,  i nst r ument s,  or dnance and mi scel l aneous  manuf act ur es,  f ood i nc l udi ng bever age,  
t obacco,  appar el ,  pr i nt i ng and publ i shi ng,  chemi cal s  ( at  1/ 2 wei ght ) ,  and l eat her .

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis.



H OW ’S
B U S I N E S S

To  ge t the  an sw er ... 
read the  m on th ly

SURVEY OF  

CURREN T  

BUSINESS

p u b l ish ed  by  t h e  Bu r e a u  o f  Ec o n o m ic  A n a l 

y s is ,  So c ia l  an d  Ec o n o m ic  St a t i s t ic s  A d m in 

i s t r a t io n ,  U.S.  D ep a r t m en t  o f  Co m m er ce .

S U R V E Y  is f o r  b u s in e ssm e n ,  g o v e r n 

m en t  a d m in is t r a t o r s ,  t r a d e  a sso c ia t io n  e x e c 

u t iv es,  u n io n  o f f ic ia ls ,  eco n o m is t s ,  s t a t is t i 

c ia n s,  m a r k e t  r ese a r ch e r s ,  an d  an y o n e  e lse  

w h o  w an t s  t o  k now ,  m o n t h  by  m on t h ,  t h e 

st a t e o f  t h e  N a t io n 's  econ o m y .

S U R V E Y  ca r r ie s  a r t i c le s  on  s p e c ia l  

su b j e c t s ,  su ch  as S t a t e  p e r so n a l  in co m es,  

co r p o r a t e  p ro f i t s,  b u s in e ss  p r o g r a m s fo r  

n ew  p la n t  an d  e q u ip m e n t ,  f o r e ig n  t r ad e,  

Fe d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  r e ce ip t s  an d  e x p e n d i 

t u r es,  an d  cu r r e n t  p r ice  d ev e lo p m en t s .

S U R V E Y  issu e s sh o w  m o r e t h an  2 , 5 0 0  

s t a t is t ica l  se r ies  f o r  each  m on t h  o f  t h e  p ast  

y ear  o r  f o r  each  q u a r t e r  o v er  t h e p ast  sev e ra l 

y ear s,  p lu s  an n u a l d a t a  f o r  r ecen t  y ear s.

V______ __________

S U R V E Y  is t h e o f f ic ia l  so u r ce  o f  t h e 

Gr o ss  N a t io n a l  Pr o d u c t  s t a t is t i c s  an d  t h e 

s t a t is t i c s  on  t h e  U. S. B a la n ce  o f  Pay m en t s.

12 m on t h ly  I ssu es a v e r a g in g  7 0  p a ge s,  in clu d in g  a b ou t  4 0  of  

t a b u la r  m a t e r ia l .  And, a t  no e x t r a  co st ,  a w e e k ly  fou r - p a g e  su p 

p le m e n t  t o  k e e p t h e  su b scr ib e r  p ost e d  on cu r r e n t  f ig u r e s a s t h e y  

be com e  a v a ila b le  t o  th e  Bu re a u  of  Eco n o m ic An a ly sis.

$48. 30

$60. 40

per an n u a l su b scr ip t io n

f oreign

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

O rd er  f ro m :  C a t a l o g  No . C5 6 .  1 0 9 :

Su p er in t en d en t  of Do cu m en t s OR An y U .S. Dep ar t m en t  of
Go ver n m en t  Pr in t in g  Of f ice Co m m er ce Field  Off ice
Wash in g t o n , D.C. 2 0 4 0 2

En clo sed  is $ ................(sen d  o n ly ch eck , m on ey order , o r  Su p t . Docs, co u p o n s).

Or  ch arg e to  Dep osi t  A cco u n t  N o ................... M ak e ch eck  o r  m o n ey o rd er  p ayab le to

t h e Su p er in t en d en t  of  Do cu m en t s.

Please en t er  m y su b scr ip t io n (s) to  t he S U R V E Y  O P C U R R E N T  B U S IN E S S

M ail  t o : Nam e ...............................................................................................................................................................

Ad d ress ..........................................................................................................................................................

Cit y, St at e. Z IP C e d e ................................................................................................  ....................
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