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FOREIGN TRAVEL SPENDING IN 1973

The "tourist gap'--the excess of U.S. travelers' payments to foreigners
over receipts from foreign visitors--narrowed in 1973. It amounted to
$3.1 billion, a $0.3 billion decrease from 1972, according to the Bureau
of Economic Analysis, an agency of the Commerce Department's Social and

. Economic Statistics Administration.

Vigorous economic expansion in most major foreign countries during
1973, two dollar devaluations (in December 1971 and February 1973), and
the subsequent depreciation of the dollar in exchange markets from
February to July 1973 contributed to the surge in travel receipts.

Average per capita expenditures of U.S. travelers abroad rose less
than 6 percent. However, depreciation of the U.S. dollar through July and
inflation abroad raised the prices of travel services to U.S. travelers by
considerably more than 6 percent.

The latest data show that:

* U.S. residents spent $8.3 billion on foreign travel in 1973,
about 7 percent more than in 1972. The total represents payments
to U.S. and foreign transocean carriers as well as spending in
foreign countries.

* Foreign countries earned $7.0 billion from American travelers in
1973, 8 percent more than in 1972. About $5.4 billion of this
total was spent for food, lodging and transportation within foreign
areas, and $1.6 billion was paid in passenger fares to foreign
sea and air carriers for transocean transportation.




% U.S. carriers received $1.3 billion from American travelers for .
transocean transportation, an amount that does not affect the
U.S. balance of payments.

* American earnings from foreign visitors amounted to $4.0 billion
in 1973, 24 percent more than in 1972. This includes $0.7 billion
paid to U.S. carriers for passenger fares to and from this country.

* The length of the average trip to Europe and the Mediterranean was
24 days in 1973, compared with 27 days in 1972.

* U.S. travelers' trip expenses to Europe and the Mediterranean
averaged $880, compared with $850 in 1972. Excluding transatlantic
transportation, U.S. travelers to the area spent an average of
$509 during their stay, 6 percent more than for a longer visit
in 1972 and about $21 for each day spent in the area. Average
daily expenses per traveler rose 20 percent.

* About 6.9 million Americans traveled overseas in 1973, an increase
of only 0.1 million from 1972.

* The number of visitors to the United States from overseas reached
nearly 3.6 million, up from 2.9 million in 1972.

Travel Pattern .

About 3.7 million Americans traveled to Western Europe in 1973, only
2 percent more than in 1972. They spent $1.8 billion, 9 percent more than
in 1972.

About 2 million Americans traveled to the West Indies and Central America
in 1973, 2 percent more than in 1972. Total spending in the area amounted
to about $560 million, a 12 percent increase. In the Bahamas, American
travelers' spending declined 5 percent to $136 million. U.S. travelers
spent about $109 million in Jamaica, compared with $105 million in 1972.

In other West Indies areas and Bermuda, expenditures were substantially
higher.

South America had about 380,000 American visitors in 1973, compared with
about 340,000 in 1972. Spending totaled $132 million, a 17 percent increase.

The number of U.S. residents traveling to the Pacific and Far East in
1973 declined slightly to about 600,000. They spent about $410 million
in the area, compared with about $400 million in 1972. American tourists'
expenditures in Japan remained essentially unchanged at about $123 million,
and U.S. travel spending in Australia, New Zealand, and Hong Kong appears
to have slipped slightly below 1972 levels.

Over 99 percent of U.S. oversea travelers in 1973 traveled by air. Of
the 6.9 miliion oversea travelers, less than 60,000 traveled by ship,
compared with about 75,000 in 1972 and 95,000 in 1971. Sea cruises .
continued to grow in popularity, however, and about 750,000 U.S. residents
took cruises last year, 14 percent more than in 1972.
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Visitors from Abroad

Of the 3.6 million foreign visitors to the United States from overseas
in 1973, three-fourths came as tourists and the rest on business, to study,
or in transit to other countries. They spent $1.5 billion in this country,
plus $0.7 billion in passenger fares paid to U.S. carriers. Visitors from
Canada and Mexico spent an additional $1.7 billion here in 1973.

Expenditures by visitors from Japan were $334 million in 1973, the
largest amount from any oversea country and more than 60 percent above
1972. About 640,000 Japanese visited this country, more than 200,000
more than in 1972.

There were 1.6 million visitors from Europe last year, a 24 percent
increase over 1972, and their spending totaled $560 million, also up 24 per-
cent. Residents of the United Kingdom spent about $126 million in the
United States, a 31 percent increase. Visitors from West Germany spent
$137 million in this country last year, a 47 percent increase. French
visitors spent $76 million, a 21 percent increase.

Additional data on international travel will be published in the May
issue of the Survey of Current Business, the monthly publication of the
Bureau of Economic Analysis. The Survey is available from the Field Offices
of the Department of Commerce or from the Superintendent of Documents,

U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at an annual
subscription price of $34.45, including weekly supplements; single copy
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U.S. Payments and Receipts for International Travel

(Millions of dollars)

U.S. travel payments

U.S. travel receipts

1971
Tobalsaeswnmias caones 5,311
Canadaseescscsse eeees|1,079
Mol COi oo 0s s o R - 897
Total oversea
COILPIAB v wen v menen] 25335
Western Europ€....|1,373
United Kingdom...| 32k
Prancessvsisvess| 162
Germany..se.. semei| 126
Ttelyivisenessasi 178
Netherlandseesese N
&Jeden.‘. ....... L 22
Switzerland.eeeoo 99
Obhere.eeeecacees| LI1
West Indies and
Central America.| LOS8
South America..... 92
Other oversea
countrieScoesess| 295
JapaI]_--cot-oooouo 88

1972
L, 9Lk

1031
1,037

2,870
1,6L5
3L2
200
163
215
57
32

119
517

504
113

L00
121

1973
2,371

1,122
1,152

3,097

1,800
35U
237
170
218

63
27
135
596

563
132

Lo9
123

1971 1972 1973
2,46 | 2,717 3,250
888 928 | 1,0L6
593 620 69L
965 | 1,169 | 1,510
367 L52 559
67 96 126
L8 63 76
79 93 137

33 Lo L6

22 93 27

13 18 19
16 21 23

89 98 105
163 169 205
162 17k 198
273 37h 5L8
134 205 33L

r: revised

Note: Excludes transocean passenger fares.
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