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FOREIGN TRAVEL SPENDING IN 1970

Americans spent $6.2 billion on foreign travel in 1970, 15 percent 

more than in 1969, the Commerce Department's Office of Business Economics 

will report in the June issue of the Survey of Current Business. The total 

represents payments to U.S. and foreign carriers as well as spending in 

foreign countries.

The Survey of Current Business is a monthly magazine published by the 

of Business Economics. Highlights of the data on international travel
follow:

-- Dollar earnings of foreign countries from America travelers

reached $5.2 billion in 1970, a 16-percent increase over 1969.
Almost $4 billion was spent for food, lodging, and transportation 
within foreign areas, and $1 . 2  billion was paid in passenger fares 
to foreign sea and air carriers for transocean transportation.

American travelers paid $985 million to U.S. carriers for transocean 
transportation, an amount not included in the U.S. balance of 
international payments.

-- Foreign visitors spent $2.7 billion to see the U.S.A. last year,

14 percent more than in 1969. The total includes $375 million paid 

to U.S. carriers for passenger fares to and from this country.

-- The excess of U.S. payments to foreigners over receipts from foreign

visitors amounted to $2.5 billion in 1969, a deterioration of about 
$400 million from 1969.

-- U.S. travelers to Europe and the Mediterranean spent an average
$870 per trip, about $40 less than in 1969. Lower passenger fares, 
averaging about $380, were a major factor in the lower cost per 
visit, while expenditures in European countries remained at about
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-- The number of Americans traveling abroad last year was 5.3
million, compared with 4.6 million in 1969.

-- Visitors from overseas areas numbered nearly 2.3 million, compared
with 2 million in 1969.

American travel pattern

The decline in business activity in the U.S. in 1970 had little impact 

on travel outlays. Travel payments (excluding passenger fares) increased nearly 

17 percent last year, faster than the 12-percent increase recorded in 1969. In 
overseas areas, U.S. travelers spent 20 percent more than in 1969. However, 

some nearby areas appear to have been marginally affected by U.S. economic 
conditions. Travel spending was only slightly above the 1969 level in the 
Caribbean area, while outlays in South America were fractionally lower. In 

Mexico, U.S. travel payments were about 7 percent higher, but spending in the 
areas adjacent to the U.S. border rose only 5 percent.

Mexico received $720 million from American travelers last year, including 
border-area visits. Canada earned over $1 billion, a 16-percent increase from
1969. A substantial part of the increase reflected higher exchange rates for 
Canadian currency, which in effect raised prices for American visitors.

Western Europe attracted 2.8 million Americans, 22 percent more than in 

1969. U.S. travel outlays in the area amounted to $1.3 billion, also a 22-percent 

increase. Nearly 1.4 million Americans visited Britain, spending $293 million, 
about 20 percent more than in 1969. Americans traveling in Italy numbered 
870,000 in 1970 —  a sharp increase after 2 years of no change —  and spent $172 
million, 21 percent more than in 1969. Nearly 1 million Americans traveled in 
France, spending $160 million, about 20 percent more than in 1969. Switzerland 
and Germany saw their earnings from U.S. travelers grow by 30 percent in 1970. 

Germany had 900,000 U.S. tourists, who spent $148 million, and Switzerland had 
800,000, who spent $108 million.

There was a slight drop in the number of American visitors to the West Indies 
and Central America from the record 1969 level, and dollar earnings in the area 

grew only 4 percent to $390 million in 1970. There was a 4-percent decline in 

the dollar earnings from tourists in the Bahamas, to $127 million. Jamaica 
increased its receipts from Americans 12 percent to $95 million, and Bermuda 

received $63 million, also a 12-percent increase from the year before.

U.S. travel spending in "other areas" —  primarily the Pacific and Far East —  

reached $280 million, a 47-percent increase over the year before, thanks largely 
to Japan’s Expo 70.

/More/
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About 98 percent of the 5.3 million U.S. visitors to overseas areas traveled 

by air. Those traveling by sea numbered about 120,000, about 30,000 fewer 
than in 1969. However, cruise traffic increased about 25,000 to nearly 

560,000 last year, almost all on foreign-flag vessels. Cruise passengers 
are not included in the count of U.S. travelers because most of their 
expenditures are in the form of passenger fares and their shore expenses are 

minimal.

Foreign visitors to the U.S.

Spending by foreigners for travel within the U.S. reached $2.3 billion 

in 1971, an increase of about 10 percent from 1969. Visitors from Canada spent 
$885 million here, about 8 percent more than the year before. Mexican visitors 

spent $545 million in the U.S. in 1970, an increase of almost 3 percent. All 

told, about 2.3 million foreigners from overseas countries visited the U.S. in 
1970, 14 percent more than in 1969. They paid about $375 million to U.S. sea 

and air carriers for transportation to and from the U.S., and spent $890 million 
for travel in the U.S. Of the overseas visitors, three-fourths were on pleasure 

trips, the rest on business, in transit to other destinations, or students.

The number of visitors from Western Europe was 984,000 last year, 10 percent 

more than in 1969. Their spending totaled $300 million, 20 percent more than in 
the year before. About 74 percent of all European visitors came on pleasure 
trips, a somewhat higher proportion than in 1969. Visitors from the United 

Kingdom accounted for 27 percent of all travelers from Europe, spending about 
$50 million, a 19-percent increase. Germans spent $67 million here last year, 
a 22-percent increase from 1969. French visitors spend nearly $40 million 

and Italians about $30 million, 15 percent and 16 percent higher, respectively, 
than in 1969.

A more detailed analysis of international travel will be published in the 
June issue of the Survey of Current Business, the monthly publication of the 

Office of Business Economics. The Survey is available from Field Offices of the 
Department of Commerce or from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 

Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402, at an annual subscription price of 

$9.00, including weekly supplements; single copy $1.00.



Table 1.--Expenditures of U.S. Residents Traveling in Foreign Countries

(Millions of dollars)

1968 1969 1970

Oversea countries.................. ___  1,572 1,815 2,184

Western Europe................... ___  925 1,075 1,310

West Indies, Central and 

South America................... ___  412 467 480
•

Other............................ 235 273 394

Canada. ............. ............ . ___  820 900 1,049

Mexico............... . ___  630 675 720

Total......................... ___  3,022 3,390 3,953

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Business Economics.

Table 2.--Expenditures of Foreign Visitors in the U.S. 

(Millions of dollars)

1968 1969 1970

Oversea countries................. 713 889

Western Europe.................. 264 318

West Indies, Central and 
South America................... 276 334

Other............................ 172 237

F
>Canada............................. 815 885

Mexico......................... 530 545

Total....... . 2,058 2,319

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Business Economics
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