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Personal income reached a record high in every State in 196?, the U.S. Department 

of Commerce announced today. For the entire Nation, the increase from 1966 to 19 6 7  

was a little less than 7 percent. On a State basis, according to preliminary esti

mates published by the Office of Business Economics, increases ranged from more 

than 9 percent in. Washington and Maryland to less than 4 percent in four States 

where agriculture is very important —  North Dakota, New Mexico, Iowa, and Nebraska. 

(See attached table.)

Regional personal income in 19 6 7

On a regional basis, above-average income gains were registered in the Far West 
(8 percent), Southwest (7-1/4 percent), Southeast (7-1/4 percent), and Mideast 
(7-1/4 percent). Advances in New England and the Rocky Mountain regions were of 
average proportions (almost 7 percent) while less-than-average gains occurred in the 
Great Lakes (6 percent) and the Plains (5-1/2 percent).

Manufacturing wages and salaries and Federal civilian payrolls were prime factors 
in the above-average increases in the Southwest, Far West, and Southeast. In 

addition, military payrolls rose sharply in the Far West, and farm income was well 

maintained in the Southeast. In the large and diversified Mideast, earnings in all 
major industries expanded at approximately average rates. The small size of the 
total income rise in the Great Lakes States reflected the slow growth in manufac
turing wages and salaries and a sharp decline in farm income. In the Plains States, 
a drop of more than 15  percent in agricultural income limited the increase in total 

income,

Per capita income "in 19 6 7

As a result of the widespread gains in total personal income last year and the 
equally widespread but smaller increases in population, per capita income (total 
income divided by total population) was also at a new peak in every region and 

State, __ _

_/_More/



Incomes in the Nation averaged $3,137 per person in 19 6 7, up $17 4 , or nearly 

6 percent, from the 19 6 6 total of $2 ,9 6 3. With consumer prices (as measured by the 
deflator for personal consumption expenditures) up 2-1/2 percent last year, the 
increase in real per capita personal income was about 3~l/3 percent. On a State 
basis, gains in average income last year ranged from highs of 7 to 10 percent in 

10 States to lows of under 4 percent in five States.

As the accompanying map shows, State per capita incomes in 19 6 7 ranged from 

$318 6 5 in Connecticut to $1,895 in Mississippi. Other States in the top rank -—  

all above $3,600 —  include New York ($3,726), Illinois ($3,725), Delaware ($3,700), 

California ($3,660), Alaska ($3,629), Nevada ($3,626), and New Jersey ($3,624). In 

the District of Columbia, average income last year was $4,268.

There is a concentration of high income States in the North and West, and of low 
income States in the Southeast. Of the 11 States with 19 6 7 per capita income 10 

percent or more above the national average, six are in the northeastern part of 

the Nation; three are in the Far West, and one is in the Great Lakes area. Among 
the 21 States of these four western and northern regions, only four —  Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont, and Oregon —  had per capita incomes below the national 
average.

In contrast, of the 12 States with lowest per capita incomes last year (each 
one-fifth or more below the national average), ten are in the Southeast.

Changes in Per Capita Income, I9 6O- 6 7

So far during the 1960's, per capita income has risen very rapidly. Average 
income in the Nation spurted from $2,215 in I960 to $3,137 last year —  a gain of 

$922, or more than two-fifths. After correcting for higher prices, the rise over 
the past seven years comes to about 30 percent,

Regional differences are narrower

There has been a pronounced tendency for areas of comparatively low per capita 
incomes to achieve above-average gains in per capita income, and for the high 
per capita areas to register increases of less-than-average proportions. The net 
result has been a continuation of the narrowing in the relative differences in 
average (per capita) incomes among the States and regions,

In i9 6 0, per capita income in the Southeast was only 73 percent as large as the 

national average. From i960 to 19 6 7, pen capita income in the region grew more 
than 50 percent, the largest increase scored by any region. Thus, by 1967, income 
in the Southeast was 77 percent as large as the national average. This improvement 
represents a catching up by the Southeast that has been in progress for many years. 
In 1948, for example, per capita income in the Southeast was only 69 percent of the 

national average,
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In contrast, per capita income in the Far West in i960 was 18 percent above the 

national figure. From I960 to 1967» income in the region grew by 37 percent, one of 
the smallest regional gains. k similar picture is shown by the Mideast, where income 
averaged 16  percent above the national total in I960, but expanded by only 38 percent 

from i960 to 19 6 7. As a result, average per capita incomes in both regions were 
closer to the national average in 19 6 7 than they had been in i9 6 0.

State changes

On a State basis, the largest gains since i960 have been concentrated in the 

Southeast region. Eight of the 10 States registering per capita income gains of 
more than 50 percent are in the Southeast. In three of the other four States of the 

Southeast, per capita incomes rose at rates well above the average.

In contrast to the very large income gains in the Southeast, per capita gains have 

been substantially below average in many of the western and in some of the mideastern 

States. Of the 12 States scoring I9 6O- 6 7 income gains of 36 percent or less, eight 

States were in the West (Far West, Southwest, and Rocky Mountain) and three in the 
Mideast.

State personal and per capita income estimates for 19 6 7 are shown in the accompany

ing table, together with comparative data for recent periods. Additional annual and 
quarterly State income details will appear in the forthcoming April issue of the 

Survey of Current Business, the monthly magazine of the Office of Business Economics. 
The Survey is available from Field Offices of the Department, or from the Superin
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at an 
annual subscription price of $6.00, including weekly supplements; single copy, 45 cents.



TOTAL AND PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME, BY STATES AND REGIONS.

1966-1967

Total personal income Per capita personal income

S t a t e s  an d  r e g i o n s A m o

( m i l l i o n s

19 6 6

u n  t

o f  d o l l a r s )

19 6 7

P e r c e n t  

ch an ge  

^ 19 6 6  t o

i 9 6 0

A m o u n t

( d o l l a r s )

19 6 6 19 6 7 /

P e r c e n t  

ch an ge 

i 9 6 0  t o  

19 6 7

P e r c e n t  o f  

n a t i o n a l  

a v e r a g e  i n

19 6 7

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .................. .. .  5 8 0 ,^ 8 3 6 2 0 ,5 6 8 6.9 2,215 2 ,9 6 3 3 , 13 7 h2 10 0

New E n g l a n d ........... .. ................... 36 ,1* 15 38 ,9 0 6 6 .8 2,125 3 , 2 3 9 3 , 13 6 k2 n o

M ain e ............................... .......... .  2 ,1* 2 2 2 , 5 19 5.2 1,811 2 , 17 7 2 ,6 2 0 b2 81
New H a m p sh i r e ......... ............... 1, 9 0 1 2 , 0 7 1 8.9 2, l l 3 2 ,8 0 8 3 , 0 19 hi 96
V er m o n t  ..................................... 1,066 1, 15 7 8.5 l , 81l 2 ,5 9 5 2 ,7 7 5 5 1 88

M a ssa c h u se t t s  ........................ 17, 675 18 ,9 0 9 7.0 2,159 3 , 2 7 1 3,188 k2 111

Rh o d e I s l a n d ......... .. ............... 2,730 2 , 9 11 6.7 2 , 2 11 3 , 0 17 3 , 2 3 8 16 10 3

C o n n e c t i c u t  ............................. 10 , 6 2 1 11, 3 0 6 6 . 1 2 ,8 0 7 3 ,6 9 0 3 ,8 6 5 38 12 3

M i d e a st  .......................................... 138, 1*36 118,318 7.2 2 ,5 6 5 3 , 3 2 5 3, 53l 38 113

New Y o r k ......... .. ................. .. .  6 3 ,6 6 9 6 8 , 3 15 7-3 2,716 3 , 19 7 3,726 36 119
New Je r s e y  ............................... 2 3 ,7 6 7 25,377 6 .8 2 ,7 0 8 3 , 115 3,621 3 I I I 6

P e n n sy l v a n i a  ........................... 3l , l 3l 3 6 ,6 2 1 6 . 1 2 , 2 12 2 ,9 6 8 3, l l 9 ho 10 0

D e l aw a r e  ............................... .. .. .  1, 8 11 1,935 6 .8 2,757 3 ,5 2 9 3,700 3 1 118

M ar y l an d  ................................... 11,573 12,611 9-3 2,313 3 , 2 0 1 3, l 3l 17 10 9

D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a  ......... 3,182 3,153 8.5 3,017 3,918 1, 2 6 8 i n 13 6

G r e a t  L a k e s .......................... .. 125,063 132,703 6 . 1 2,383 3,229 3,392 k2 10 8

M i c h i g an  ................................... 2 7 ,6 8 5 2 9 , 12 5 5-2 2,321 3 ,2 6 9 3,393 16 10 8

O h i o  ............................................ 31,670 33,590 6 . 1 2, 33l 3,056 3 , 2 12 38 10 2

I n d i a n a  ..................................... 15,230 16 ,2 0 5 6 . 1 2 , 18 8 3,076 3, 2l l 18 10 3

I l l i n o i s  ................................... .  38 ,0 8 9 10,575 6 .5 2 ,6 5 0 3,532 3,725 h i 119

W i sc o n si n  ................................. 12,390 13 , 2 0 8 6 . 6 2,175 2,973 3,153 15 10 1

P l a i n s  ............................................ ^ 5,355 17 , 8 0 1 5 . 1 2 ,0 6 7 2 , 8 17 2,995 15 95

M i n n e so t a .............. .. ................. 10,373 1 1 , i l l 7 . 1 2 , 116 2 , 9 0 l 3,111 17 99
I o w a ............................... .. 8 , 2 5 8 8,516 3 . 1 1,986 2,992 3,093 56 99
M i sso u r i  ................................... 12 , 8 5 6 13,775 7 . 1 2 , 115 2,817 2,993 h2 95
N o r t h  D ak o t a  ........................... 1,533 1, 5 8 8 3 . 6 1,715 2,381 2,185 15 79
So u t h  D a k o t a ................ 1, 61*3 1,719 1. 6 1,782 2 , 12 0 2,550 13 8 1

N eb r ask a  ................................... .  I * , l 8 l 1, 2 16 0 .8 2 , 110 2,905 2,938 39 9 I
K an sa s ........................................ 6,511 6,816 5 . 1 2 , 16 1 2 ,8 6 2 3 ,0 0 9 39 96

So u t h e a st  ........... .. ....................... 97, 52l* 101,595 7 . 3 1, 6 10 2 ,2 8 7 2 , 12 9 5 1 77

V i r g i n i a  ................................... 11, 6 1* 1 12,592 8 . 2 l , 81l 2,605 2 ,7 7 6 5 1 8 8

W est  V i r g i n i a .................... .. 3,937 1, 2 10 6 .9 1,591 2,176 2, 3l i 17 75
K en t u c k y  ................................... 7, l l *3 7 ,6 12 6 .6 1,571 2,216 2 ,3 8 7 52 76
T en n e ssee  .................. .. .......... .. .  8 , 6 11 9 ,2 2 2 7.1 1,513 2,227 2 ,3 6 9 5 1 76
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  ...................... 11,321 12 , 0 19 6 . 1 1,561 2,277 2,396 53 76
So u t h  C a r o l i n a .................... .. 5,310 5 , 6 3 1 6 .0 1,377 2 ,0 5 2 2 , 16 7 57 69

G e o r g i a  ................................. .. .. 10,579 11, 3 3 0 7.1 1,639 2,379 2,513 53 8 0

F l o r i d a  ..................................... 15, 1*10 16 ,7 6 5 8 .8 1,950 2 , 6 l l 2 ,7 9 6 13 89
A l ab am a ................................... .. 7,251 7 ,6 6 8 5-7 1,188 2 ,0 6 6 2 , 16 6 16 69

M i s s i s s i p p i  ............................. 1,153 1, 119 7.1 1,205 1,777 1,895 57 60

L o u i s i a n a  ................................. 8,235 8 , 9 5 1 8.7 1,655 2,277 2 , 115 18 78
A r k a n sa s ................................... • 3,931 1 , 113 1. 6 1,372 2 , 0 10 2 ,0 9 0 52 67

So u t h w est  ...................................... 39,886 12 ,7 8 0 7-3 1,922 2 ,5 2 0 2 , 6 7 1 39 85

O k l ah o m a ................................... 6 ,0 9 9 6 , 5 15 7.3 1, 8 6 1 2 , 16 2 2 ,6 2 3 i n 81
T e x a s .......................................... 27,319 2 9 ,3 8 5 7.6 1,925 2 , 5 12 2 ,7 0 1 hO 8 6

New M ex i c o  .................... .. 2 ,3 9 0 2,169 3-3 1, 8 9 0 2,385 2 , 16 2 30 78
A r i z o n a  ..................................... .  l*,078 1,381 7.1 2 ,0 3 2 2 , 5 11 2 , 6 8 l 32 85

R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  ........................... .  12 , 6 2 2 13,175 6 .8 2 , 10 8 2,697 2,859 36 91

M o n t an a ..................................... 1,842 l , 93l 5.0 2,037 2,623 2,759 35 88

I d ah o  .......................................... 1,701 1, 8 2 3 7.0 1, 8 19 2,115 2 ,6 0 8 h i 83
W yom ing ...................................... 8 7 I 9 I I 8 . 0 2 ,2 6 3 2,739 2,997 32 96
C o l o r a d o  ................................... 5,700 6 ,0 9 1 6 .9 2 ,2 7 5 2,916 3 ,0 8 6 36 98
U t ah  ............................................ 2 ,5 0 2 2 ,6 8 0 7 . 1 1,9 6 8 2,185 2,617 33 8 3

F a r  W est  .......................... .. .......... .  8 2 , 0 15 88,559 7.9 2 ,6 2 2 3,381 3,588 37 11b

W ash i n g t o n  ............................... 9,797 10 , 7 16 9-7 2, 3l 9 3,222 3,181 18 1 1 1

O r ego n  ........................................ 5,738 6 , 10 6 6 . 1 2,235 2 ,9 0 8 3,055 37 97
N e v a d a .................... ................... 1,507 1, 6 10 6 .8 2 ,8 5 6 3 , 19 7 3 ,6 2 6 27 116

C a l i f o r n i a  ............................... .  6 5 ,0 0 2 70,097 7.8 2 ,7 10 3 , 15 7 3 ,6 6 0 35 117

A l a sk a  ............................................ 907 987 8 .8 2,816 3 , 12 1 3,629 28 116

H aw a i i  .................. .. .......... .. .......... .  2 , 2 3 0 2 ,  111 8 . 1 2,369 3 , 12 1 3,326 1+0 10 6

Source: Regional Economics Division, Office of Business Economics, U. S. Department of Commerce.
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