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NEW VESSELS LAUNCHED.

As an offset against war losses, there were
launched in the four calendar years 1915 to
1918 a total of 11,274,948 gross tons of ship-
ping, of which only about 3 per cent were
sailing vessels. The end of the war, there-
fore, saw a world’s shortage of about 3,000,000
tons, making no allowance for normal annual
increases nor for those worn-out vessels which
during ordinary times would have been
scrapped but which were kept in service under
stress of war necessity. Taking these and
other considerations into account, Lloyd’s
Register of Shipping estimated in 1919 that
“the world has lost through the war no less
than 8,500,000 tons gross of shipping, which
represents a deadweight carrying capacity of
about 12,500,000 tons.”

The output of shipyards throughout the
world has been so great since the armistice,
however, that the shortage in ships has been
largely reduced if it has not disappeared al-
together. KEspecially is this true of the two
chief shipbuilding nations, Great Britain and
the United States. At the close of hostilities
this country was just getting into its stride as
a shipbuilder. Trom %eing an almost negligi-
ble factor in ship production before the war,
launching some 200,000 tons a year, we be-
came for a time the greatest shipbuilding na-
tion of the world with a construction record of
over 3,000,000 tons in 1918. The story of the
standard fabricated ship, whose similar parts
could be produced by the hundred in the steel
mills of Pennsylvania, shipped by rail to yards
on the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts, or
the Great Lakes, and there assembled, need
not be repeated here in detail. Under the
vast construction program of the Emergency
Fleet Corporation of the Shipping Board, the
number of shipyards in this country capable of

launching seagoing ships increased from 61 at
the entry of the United States into the war in
1917 to 341 just before the armistice. During
the same time the number of launching ways
had been increased from 235 to 1,284, repre-
senting more than twice the number of ways
in the rest of the world. The Shipping Board’s
building program continued into 1919, so that
launchings in the United States totaled 1,051
ships of 4,075,385 gross tons for that year,
more than half of the worlds’ production. Ac-
cording to figures made puglic recently by
Liloyd’s Register of Shipping, the world’s out-

ut in 1920 was somewhat less than in 1919,

ue to a return toward a more normal level
of production in the United States. This
country, however, was still the leader in ship
launchings with 42 per cent of the world’s
total as against 35 per cent credited to the
Ubnited Kingdom.

A comparison of ship launchings in the
United States and in the United Kingdom,
France, Holland, Ttaly, and Japan will be found
in Table 4.

WORLD SHIPPING AT THE END OF THE WAR.,

The position of the various nations in re-
SFGCt to shipping at the close of hostilities is
shown in Table 5. For the sake of comparison
with the prewar situation the tonnage as of
June, 1914, is given, together with the increase
or decrease from that date.

It is strikingly shown that the United States
was the only country of the world (with the
exception of Brazil in lesser degree) to make
important gains in her merchant marine dur-
ing the war. The loss that shipping as a whole
sustained is of course far greater than Table
5 indicates, for the war put a stop to the
normal expansion and re Yacements of peace
times. That the world shortage is fast being
made up has already been indicated.

TABLE 4.—Number and gross tonnage of ships (100 tons and over) launched in specified calendar years, by countries.

(Lloyd’s Register of Shipping.)
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1 No returns from Austria and Germany after July, 1914.

¢ Figures for 1920 approximate and subject to revision.
2 Noreturns from Great Lakes.
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