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Roger Harpel

August 29, 1982

Congressman Norm Dicks House of Repreaentativea washington,
pC 205195

Dear Congressman Dicks:

Thank you for working so hard to convince the memberes of
Congress to buy Boeing 747 cargo planas in place of C—-SR.
Ouwr great nation has already wasted much treasure in
rebuilding a plane that Lockheed didn"t do right to begin
with. It is such & shame to see SO much debt be created for
inferior product. Flease don’t despair. You did the best job
you could to strengthen our national cdefense for a smaller
debt we could better afford.

The reason that 1 am writing Yyou relates to an August 7,
1982 Seattle Times article carried on page A1, "Pentagon
hoped to conceal rise 1in C-5B cost until 198=." In this
article, Mr. Robert B. Ormsby. president of Lockheed—-Georgia
Co. said, "We want to emphasize there has been nNo growth in
Lockheed’s prices, as expressed in 1980 dollars..."
Countered Dicks, "The Air Force 1S doing everything it can
to explain this away. But the program has just jumped $2.1
billion." :

Article I, Section 8, clause 5 of the United States
Constitution declares that, "Congress shall have the power
t0...CO1lN MONEYs regul ate the value thereof, and of foreign
coin, and fix the standard of weights'and measures; ". Has
Congress regulated the value of money to he different
between 1980 and today? If not, then has the Federal Reserve
System regulated the value of the money betwaen these two
dates to be different? If not, who is regulating the value
of our money oOr 18 it even being regul zted”

I understand that United States Code Title =1 Section >7 3
declares the dollar to be +he unit of measure of the money
of account of the United States. In the same way that a
gquart measures & quantity of liquid, a dollar measures a
quantity of the money of account of the United States. Has
Congress fived a standard of weights and measures that
define what a quart or an inch is? If s0, how are they
defined?

I understand that the Coinage Act or 1792 definad the dollar
as being a certain weight of a certain fineness of silver !
coin. Has the definition of a dollar quantity changed 1
between that time and now? If S0, what is now the substance
of a dollar of the mone&y of account of the United States anpd
how much if 1 dollar quantity of it? Is a dollar quantity
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