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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL O F  ECONOMIC ADVISERS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

e d w i n  g .  n o u r s e .  c h a ir m a n  September 9, 1949
LE O N  H . K E Y S E R L IN G . VICE CHAIRMAN r  9

JO H N  D . C L A R K

Bear Mr, P resid en t:

On August 9, I  wrote you urgin g e a r ly  a ctio n  on any r e s ig n a tio n ,  
subm itted on December M , 194-3. I have n ot had any d ir e c t  response  
from you to t h i s  l e t t e r ,  bu t Mr. Steelman informed •?<e on August 1 1  
th a t  the only qu estion  vhich would be in volved  was th a t o f  tim in g o f  
the announcement o f  my retirem en t. He sa id  you d esired  to name my 
su ccesso r a t  the seme tin e  th a t  you announced my r e s ig n a tio n . You 
cou ld thus avoid pressure on b e h a lf  o f  persons whom you would not 
care  to  con sid er fo r  appointm ent.

In  accordance w ith  t h is  su g g estio n , I have n ot mentioned my 
pending retirem ent even to niy co lle a g u e s on the C o u n cil. T h is has 
caused some d e la y  in  o rgan izin g our program o f  work and our s t a f f  
arrangements between now and the Economic Report in  January. My 
r e la tio n s  are rendered ambigous and awkward a ls o  w ith referen ce to  
Mr, Pace and Budget d isc u ssio n s, and Mr, Souers and the d e lib e r a ­
t io n s  o f  the N atio n al S e c u r ity  C o u n cil. I  f e e l  th a t I should not 
appear b efo re  th ese other a gen cies as spokesman fo r  the C ou n cil o f  
Economic A d v ise rs w ithout t h e ir  knowing th a t  I  am r e t ir in g  w ith in  
the next few weeks.

I f  the work o f  the C o u n cil !•: to be k ep t from serio u s dem orali­
z a tio n , I f e e l  th a t  I s h a ll need to inform Mr. K e y se r lin g , Mr, C la r k ,  
Mr. F ace, and Mr. Souers by Wettoesday or Thursday o f  n ext week t h a t  I 
s h a ll  be le a v in g  n o t l a t e r  than November 1 .  I  s h a ll  o f  course em­
ph asize th a t t h is  in fo r m tio n  i s  c o n fid e n tia l, and I t r u s t  th ere  w i l l  
be no le a k  b e fo re  you are ready to  make your announcement o f  ay  suc­
c e s s o r .

s in c e r e ly  yo u rs,

Chairman

The President
The White House

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




