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BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE' FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

INTERPRETATION QF LAW OR REGULATION 

S-453 174 
Reg.W 

March 26, 1942 

W-13Q. The Board has received several inquiries concerning 
the application of interpretation W-51 to the rating of coal stokers 
for purposes of Regulation W. The questions relate to the method of 
determining which stokers are included in the list of articles the cred
it sales of which are subject to the regulation. 

. Interpretation W-51 states that the classificatio,n "household 
furnaces and heating units for furnaces (including oil burners, gas con
version burners, and stokers)" includes heat generating sources such as 
furnaces and boilers, and appurtenances which form a part Qf such sources, 
individual~ or collective~ installed, when such sources or appurtenances 
are designed for actual net output of 240,000 B.t.u. per hour or less • 

How shall Registrants determine whether a particular model of 
coal stoker falls within the class described? The question to be an
swered i'S what the particular model was designed to do, that i~, what 
heating requirements the manufacturer considers will be met by the model • 
The Registrant, therefore, must depend upon the rating made by the manu
facturer rather than upon his own calculation of the net B.t.u. output 
based upon individual installations • 

In the past, coal stokers have been rated by the manufacturers 
on the basis of the coal delivery rate, and it appears that a stoker 
rated as capable of delivering 45 pounds of coal per hour '~s recommended 
for installations where the maximum net output required was slightly less 
than 240,000 B.t.u. per hour and where average conditions existed. It 
should be noted that the maxim1zn net output figure is a standard repre
senting the heating capacity of a system of which the stoker is designed 
to be a part, it being assumed that the heating requirements are average, 
the equipment appropriate, and the coal of average heating value. Once 
the rating is determined for a particular model under average conditions, 
that rating is used in all cases for classifying the model for purposes 
of the regulation, and it does not matter that the conditions under which 
a given stoker is to be installed differ materially from the averages. 

A special question relates to changes in models involving an in
crease in the coal deliver,r rate. A case has been brought to the atten
tion of the Board in which a stoker formerly rated as a 30-pound stoker 
was altered by the addition of an a~ent which brought the theoretical 
coal delivery rate up to 50 pounds per hour. Such a change would not con
clusively change the status of the stoker under the regulation. The pound 
delivery rate has no significance in itself. It has been used, in the 
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past, as indicative of the heating capacity of the stoker·, but it cannot 
be so used unless the features of the stoker other than the coal delivery 
rate are appropriate to a stoker which is actually to be used at the 
given rate. · 

The problem, therefore, is whether, after. a change of the k.ind 
'described, it can be maintained in good faith that the stoker is designed 

for a heating load of more than 240,000 B.t.u. net output per hour under 
the average conditions mentioned above. In this connection it would have' 
to be determined whether or not the other .features of the converted 
stoker were sucn as to make it suitable and economic for the heavier heat
ing requirements. Also, there would be a question as to the ability of 
the converted stoker over its normal life actually to deliver coal at the 
rate required of a 50-pound stoker. These are matters to be.established 
by heating engineers, and up to the present time the Board has bt!en will-

. ing to rely upon the judgment of the manufacturer in rating his products 
I 

provi~ed this judgment is exercised in good faith. . 
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