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EXTRACTS FROM THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF 

HONORABLE ANDREN J. PETERS1 MAYOR OF BOSTON 

(Delivered February 4J 1918) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
The gigantic task which we are called upon to perforffi is one which 

requires the n.obilization of all our resources 1 naterL~.l and rr.oral. We 

can not all of us fight for deffiocracy on the plains of F~ance. We can all 

help win the battle for deffiocracy by our loyalty and sacrifice at hoqe. To 

be effective, the national governnent rrust have the cooperation and support 

of every unit of governuent 1 state and city. The great rr.unicipal agencies 

rr.ust shape their policies to strengthen and support the central power. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Improveffients which are not strictly nece~sary must be postponed. 

* * * * * * * * * • * 
Whether naturalized or native born1 we are all Arr.ericans 1 and the sue-

cess or failure of Arr.erica in this world conflict will be our success or 

failure 1 and the assurance of peace for democracy when won will be a blessed 

heritage for us to p;-.ss on to our children. 

The future of our city is woven clo$ely·in the future of America1 and! 

shall seek the cooperation of the national govermr.ent in :bringing about , 
irr.:portant irr.:prover.cents. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
The support which.our uunicipality pledges to the national government 

can nowhere be mo~ effective than in the field of finance. The enorrncus 

and imperative needs which the national governnent must meet by the sala t f 

bonds require that the competition in the sale of securities by other ag:•nc:i.es 

should be restricted as far as possible. The Federal Governrr.ent is enti~J f711 

to the first call upon every dollar av<:<.ilable for investment: just as n::ud 

as it is entitled to the first call upon every man available fo:-:- militar:r· 

service. Local bonds must necessarily cospete in the rrarket witb our 
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I'S6tional secur~ties1 and their isaue, therefore .• shoul". be restricted to tbt 

lowest possible arr.ount·. The President bas already calls~ upon the Federal .ilf 

Bessne ·Boa.rd in Washington to }lass on the issuance of all securities a.ndto ~, 
( 

discourage such a.s are not found to be of urgent public importance through 

their connection~ directly or indirectly1 with the one pa~nt necessity 

of the war. 

In recogiition of these conditions1 the War Efficiency Conmittee of the 

. Public Safety Comr.ittee. of Yass~chusetts addressed a.n apP,a.l over a mOnt& a.p 
to the mayors and uayors-elect of every city in the Sommonwealth1 urging the 

necessity of great nstra.i.nt in the isa~oe of uunicipal. bonda1 a.n4 the p08t­

poneant~ whenever possible 1 ~f any nunicipal UD4,e.rtakiriga 'Mlich wOUld further 

inorease the demand for 'na.terials or labor urgently required. for the pQrpoea 

Of abe J'ederal Govenurent. Strictly local in.provements1 in partioul.ar1 shCNl. 

ia pural be poetponed untU a more favorable t.iu. St.lch loans as are issue4 

~/ lthould be chiefly devoted to the geural benefit of the Vlh ole city - to im­
c 

. proving its present equi.PJI'l8-nt and facilities, to primotin& the general health 
' '· ( 

an4 sAfety of its 1nhab-itants1 a.nd to facUitating transportation1 cC~a~~aroe 
) 

a.D4 industry. 

• • • • • • • • • • • 
The first step in this plan of :rw.nicipa.l economy wa.a- the adopti.on by trs 

~ty of Boston a few years ago of the segrepted lll.lclget. lot only has this 

' Wmpt ~en *he aana of saving a considerable sum of money, but 1 t . ha.s ena"!:·lec 

'&ba City CouncU to pin a far bett~r knowleclge of the ,purpose for which· each 

appropriation is Dlad.e. 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

fhe European war has already place heavy burclens on the J'&Ople Of the 

Vld.ta4 S1;a.tes. These burclens are felt not only in the. increased taxes i'llposec' 

ltJ b fetl!il'4 Qcw•nm.ent ancl by state and n:unicipa.l govermoente; \'Jut in t~A 
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advancing prices of conn.odities in general use. That the people of Boston 

possess the will and the ability to carry their share of such added burdens 

will not be questioned by an~one who is familiar with the history of the city 

and of the contributions of its citisens to the success of every war in which 

our nation has been engaged~ The city's interests are so closely identified 

with the national interests~ its people are so firmly devoted to the promotion 

mf the nation's welfare~ and are so enthusiastic to establish throughout the 

world the great ideals of democracy for which all lovers of liberty and justice 

are struggling1 that they willlnot hesitate to rrake any sacrifice which the 

exigencies of the war derrand. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
OUr city governrr"ent conn"ences this year under the difficult conditions 

of war1 and we are facing, together with .our whole country, new and untried 

problems. I have confidence that the people of Boston will respond to the call 

for public service. You can not la-gislate a good government on a people. Whether 

they shall have a ~ood government or not depends on their patriotism and ideals. 

The situation calls to our minds the words in which President Lincoln Ad<lressed 

Congress in 1862. He said: 

"Fellow citizens, we can not escape history. We of this Congress 
and this administration will be rerr~mbered in spite of ourselves. No 
personal significance or insignificance will save the one or the other 
of us. The fiery trial through which we pass will light us down in 
honor or dishonor to the latest generation. We shall nobly save or 
rr.eanly lose the last 1 best hope on earth." 

Boston will do its part in the great struggle 1 its citizens will render 

to the national government its full due 1 and we who are responsible for the 

~nicipal governrrent will try to place it on a new plane of uprightness, 

frankness and efficiency. 

2/25/18 
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