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with problems and difficulties of equal mag
nitude.

The close cooperation of the United Na
tions in a program for economic reconstruc
tion and expansion such as I have outlined 
to you tonight is fundamental to  the suc
cess of the world organization. Without it 
the world will be able neither to recover 
from  the effects of this war nor to prevent 
the next war.

There are many pitfalls ahead of us. So 
closely is each part o f the program inter
locked with the other parts that if we fall 
to carry through on any important sector of 
this peace front, the whole program and our 
over-all objectives will be placed in gravest 
Jeopardy.

If we fall, we are not likely to get another 
chance to fulfill the purposes for which we 
have fought— the assurance of a secure peace 
and a decent life for all Americans.

The task will require the utmost o f us as a 
people in clear thinking, in understanding of 
where our real Interests lie, and in the abil
ity to act courageously and wisely— and in 
time.

I return to the point at which I began. 
The.preservation o f peace requires something 
more than a desire for peace, no matter how 
strong that desire may be. It requires, in a 
world as complicated and as closely Interknit 
as this modern world of ours, a great design. 
It requires, in other words, the same courage, 
the same boldness and realism in the field 
of international affairs which the citizens of 
this Republic, and of this great central val
ley. have so often demonstrated in the past.

If we Americans are proud of one thing 
more than o f any other, we are proud of the 
fact that our forefathers were willing to face 
tremendous and complicated problems and 
to bring to them new and daring solutions. 
And there are no Americans who take more 
pride in that tradition than the Americans 
of these great Central States.

Believing In America as I do. I am confi
dent that we will meet this greatest crisis 
of our modern history as we have met all the 
crises of our history before. I believe that 
we will act with understanding of where our 
real Interests, lie— wisely and courageously 
and In time— and that we will force the diffi
cult circumstances o f our time to yield up to 
us the sure and enduring peace which we are 
determined to leave to those who will follow 
us In this country we love so well.

Global Phonetic Alphabet
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HON. ELMER THOMAS
Of OKLAHOMA

IN THE SENATE OP THE UNITED STATES
Thursd ay, A pril 5 (legisla tive day o f  

Friday, M arch  1 6 ), 1945 
Mr. THOMAS of Oklahoma. Mr. 

President, I ask unanimous consent to 
have printed in the Appendix of the 
R ecord a copy o f a letter dated March 
29, 1945, from former Senator Robert L. 
Owen to Miss Alice Paul, national chair
man, National Women's Party, on the 
subject of a global phonetic alphabet.

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the R ecord, 
as follows:

World Language Foundation, 
Washington, D. C., March 29, 1945. 

Miss Alice Paul,
National Chairman, National Woman’s 

Party, Washington, D. C.
Dear Miss Paul: Please accept my thanks 

for your Invitation to speak at the April 
meeting of the National Woman's Party.

I am passionately interested in the mothers 
of the world for whose rights you fight. I 
am deeply Interested in the children o f the 
world as well as in the mothers to whom they 
must look for guidance. The education and 
emancipation of the women of the world are 
vitally necessary for the establishment of the 
great new era we hope to see in the near 
future. I shall be glad to present to you a 
plan of effective world-wide communication 
which will promote the objects to which you 
are devoting yourself.

As your meeting precedes the meeting of 
the United Nations representatives at'S an  
Francisco, I shall call your attention to the 
Importance o f the World Language Founda
tion as a means of establishing English as 
the language of the world.

The records o f the French Academy dis
closed 2,796 known languages and dialects 
for 2,200,000,000 people. Few people know 
more than 2 or 3 of such languages and 
there is urgently needed 1 language 
through which the people of all languages 
and dialects can converse with each other. 
Many efforts have been made trying to ac
complish this through Esperanto. Volapujc, 
Romano. Interlingua, and last but not least, 
Basic English. These artificial languages 
have failed In their benovelent purpose be
cause, except Basic English, they were with
out any world-wide backing and involved 
serious difficulty because unphone tically 
spelled with one common alphabet.

Basic English failed to realize the supreme 
difficulty of foreigners spelling English 
words, but it had merit in selecting some 
850 words o f common use with which, by the 
use of adjectives and adverbs, great flexibil
ity was obtained. The great difficulty of 
spelling such words remained.

The Ministers o f Education of the European 
nations represented at London on July 28, 
1943, passed resolutions urging one language 
be made a world language as a means of en
abling all nations o f all languages and 
dialects to converse with each other, and to 
have books which could be read by all people 
in the world.

The enormous advantage of one world lan
guage as a means of bringing’ together the 
mutual understanding and good will and co
operative production and commerce is per
fectly obvious to all statesmen. The Idea 
has been approved by President Roosevelt, 
by Mrs. Roosevelt, by Winston Churchill. Jo
seph Stalin, and Chiang Kai-shek.

The World Language Foundation, organ
ized by my friends, has available a mecha
nism for the first time in human history by 
which every language in the world can be 
written, and stenographlcally written, 
printed by modern machinery, and pro
nounced at sight through the global alphabet.

My office is sending you Senate Documents 
133 and 250, o f the Seventy-eighth Congress, 
and other literature showing you how com 
pletely and perfectly this can be done. The 
records show that the use of the phonetic 
alphabet in a less desirable form has en
abled Russia to increase Its production over 
400 percent and abolish illiteracy in the en
tire territory occupied by the Soviet Repub
lics— about one-sixth o f the habitable sur
face o f the earth.

The Russian alphabet can be learned In 1 
day. All phonetic alphabets can be learned 
within a day or two. There are 350 phonetic 
alphabets which have come Into existence 
during the last 30 years.

They are in conflict with each other. They 
use the same identical forms of letters in 
very many cases with different meanings 
attached to the forms. The forms are usu
ally based on the Roman letters, Greek let
ters, or Arabic.

The global phonetic alphabet consists of 
letters entirely new In form, but of the sim
plest form humanly possible. Each letter 
represents one sound only and Is Immutable. 
No global letter is ever silent. The letters 
can be stenographlcally written.

Every language in the world can be writ
ten, printed, and pronounced at sight with 
the global alphabet.

We advocate the English language for the 
world language and we agree with the advo
cates o f basic English that it requires only 
a small number comparatively of words to 
enable an intelligent conversation to be 
carried on In any language.

The basic English advocates 846 selected 
words. Professor Pel and his associates 
thought 1.200 selected words would be bet
ter. The World Language Foqndatlon em
ploys about 1,500 words. One thousand five 
hundred words, when combined Into sen
tences, can present millions of thoughts of 
all shades of meaning and is abundant to 
enable people to  converse freely on social, 
commercial, and political subjects. The Eng
lish language represents the highest culture 
and the accumulation of unlimited knowl
edge In Its libraries, laboratories, and mu
seums. It is excellently adapted to be em
ployed as a world language because of the 
simplicity o f its declensions, conjugation, 
and syntax.

There has been one very great obstacle to 
the learning o f the English language by for
eigners. That obstacle Is the unphonetic, 
antlphonetlc, archaic, Inherited spelling 
which President Roosevelt In 1900 called foo l
ish and fantastic. English spelling, although 
unphonetic and antlphonetlc, was inherited 
from our ancestors and has served magnifi
cently In the glorious past. The weak spot in 
English spelling, however, can be easily healed 
with the global alphabet.

In current English, probably between 30 
and 40 percent of English words contain 1, 
2, 3, or more silent letters. They contain 
antlphonetlc letters pronounced differently 
from  what the spelling would indicate, as In 
the word “cough.” The “gh” is prououced 
like "l."  Very many such cases occur, and 
the letters of the alphabet. Instead of being 
confined to one sound and one sound only, 
have multiple sounds.

I received only yesterday from the Simpli
fied Spelling Society o f England a commen
tary on this subject, In which the circular 
said:

"The letter a in bat, bath, ball, wash, about, 
any, and navy has' 7 sounds. Similarly the 
letter.e has 5 sounds, i has 3, o has 6. and u 
has 5. • • • In addition the digraph oo
has 5 sounds, ou has 7, ea has 5, and ei 5.
* • • The sound a in eh, aid, lady, may,
they, weigh, great, grate, gaol, and gauge is 
spelled in 10 ways. Similarly the sound e is 
spelled in 10 ways, i In 11, o In 11, and u in 
11. Tliis muddle in spelling and pronuncia
tion is the despair of foreigners and the con
fusion of our children."

All of these difficulties immediately vanish 
by the use of the global alphabet, where one 
sound is always represented by one letter or 
one digraph.

The vocal chords of all human beings have 
the same structure as much es the human 
eyes and the human ears and human arms 
and legs. Therefore, it is natural that the 
primary sounds o f which words are coniposed 
should be substantially the same.

No language in the world needs more letters 
than those presented by the global alphabet. 
Moses wrote Genesis with 23 letters.

In phonetic writing, all that is needed is 
that the symbols employed In connection 
with the sentence and subject matter should 
bring to mind the* rueauing and sounds of 
the words.

The micrometric labors of the professional 
phonetic experts of the International Pho
netic Association have failed to realize this 
Important matter and as a consequence have 
developed so large a number of symbols as to 
deprive the masses o f the people of the bene
fits which easily come from symbols restricted 
to the actual necessity.

You will find from the record sent you 
that the greatest linguists in the world have
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