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LANGUAGE STUDIES 
URGED FOR PEACE

More Emphasis in Teaching 

Is Sought for Closer Ties 
at Endicott Session

ENGLISH A SECOND TONGUE

Most Delegates of 30 Nations 

Agree It Is Best for Other 

Peoples to Take Up

B y  B E N JA M IN  F IN E
Special to The New York T imes.

E N D IC O T T , N . Y ., A u g . 21—  
G reater em phasis on the study of 
fo re ig n  languages in  schools and 
colleges , to  develop closer cultural 
and international ties, w as urged 
tod a y  b y  delegates from  th irty  
nations attending the w orld  con ­
feren ce o f the teach ing  profession  

Stressing the im portance o f 
m odern  languages, the educators, 
w ho have assem bled here to  estab­
lish a w orld  education organ iza ­
tion, declared that the atom ic age 
m ade it im perative that people 
everyw here understand each other 
I f  m utual good -w ill an£  bet^ T  
understanding am ong nations are 
to be achieved, the school m en 
pointed  out, there m ust be a  g rea t­
er cultural bond  am ong the races
o f the w orld. .

M ost o f the delegates proposed  
th at E nglish , be m ade the second 
lan gu age o f their countries and 
t h e  international language o f the 
w orld. E nglish  has already been 
adopted  as the second language in 
m any nations, it  w as brou gh t out. 
A n y  talk o f introdu cin g an arti­
fic ia l and synthetic tongue, such 
as E speranto, brough t com m ents 
b y  the eductors that English, w as 
the E speranto o f  the present era.__ __J

Cultural T ies urgeu  
A m erican s should study either 

Spanish or  F ren ch  as their "se c ­
ond” language, a  num ber o f edu­
cators, particu larly  those- in the 
U nited States delegation , su g­
gested. I t  w as brou gh t ou t that the 
schools in this cou n try  w ere p a y ­
ing  less atten tion  to m od em  lan­
g u ages than any land in the w orld.

"T h ere is no question .but that 
w e  need a com m on lan gu age,”  said 
D r. W illard  E. Givens, executive 
secretary , N ational E ducation  A s ­
sociation, and m em ber o f  the 
A m erican  delegation . "W e  are 
draw ing closely  together in the 
physica l sense. I t  is im portant 
that w e becom e closer culturally. 
A  com m on lan gu age w ould help 
brin g  that about.”

International con feren ces such a s : 
are being held in P aris and at 
E n d icott show  the need o f a 
greater appreciation  o f  fore ign  
languages, the delegates said.
' The suggestion  w as m ade that 
the teach ing  o f lan gu ages be im ­
proved  and m odernized  so that 
g rea ter results could  be atttained 
in shorter periods o f  time. R e fe r ­
ence w as m ade to  the A rm y ’s 
d irect m ethod o f teach ing  in the 
lan gu age field, w ith  the proposal 
that educators study this and 
other techniques and then adopt 
the best.

E nglish  M ore P opu lar 
E nglish  has supplanted French, 

Spanish and G erm an, the m ost 
p opu lar lan gu ages be fore  the w ar, 
in  m any o f  the countries repre­
sented here. D elegates from  B ra­
zil, H aiti, M exico, N orw ay  and 
China, am ong 'oth ers , reported that 
E nglish  had grow n  in popu larity  
above all other fo re ig n  languages 
in  their lands. T hey urged  that 
countries everyw here stress E n g­
lish  as a m eans o f  develop ing a 
com m on tongue,

“ W e should consider E nglish  as 
the international language o f  the 
w orld ,”  declared Jose Luis F igu ero 
o f the M exican  T eachers A ssoc ia ­
tion. “ E nglish  is already spoken by 
so m any m illions o f  people, and its 
use is increasing so rapidly, that it 
cou ld  easily  becom e tlfb com m on 
tongue o f all. In  M exico all our 
secondary  school students are re­
quired to  take it .”

C onceding that E nglish  is not an 
easy  language to m aster, Sefior F i­
guero, in com m on w ith  other edu­
ca tors  here, urged that scholars 
g e t  togeth er to  determ ine how  it 
cou ld  best be taugh t outside o f  the 
E nglish -sp eak ing  lands.

It  w as proposed  that the U nited 
N ations E ducational, S cientific  and 
Cultural O rganization take the 
lead  in develop ing a program .

O bserving that the atom ic age 
m ade it necessary  fo r  teachers to  
engage in a crusade fo r  peace, 
m any o f the delegates urged  that 
m ore attention be paid to the in­
terdependence o f nations and the 

. need fo r  international understand­
ing.

Speaking fo r  E cuador, M ercedes 
V elez stressed  the im portance o f 
w ip in g  out illiteracy  throughout 
the w orld. H e proposed  that a 
com m on  international fund  be 
created  that could  be utilized by 
teachers everyw here in their e f ­
fo r ts  to  w ork  fo r  peace.
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