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.L: .. ~ .... 

r ....... e _.vacuee roperty J~p' :-tment of t 

~un~ : ... s opor..eu. 'Jn 1 arch 1.5 , 194t... , at 317 : . • 6t __ ven~e , ort 1 n , 

3 

~ ~h- ~~~etti~e.:~~01:,e-1~y )epart!!lent a~ prepare upon its establishri nt to 

,, 
J 

.,.... 
J 

perfo~c ~~~h f:.rr..ctions &o er outlined in ~e~d Office lette · te 

.. arch :1 , 1912 adJressed to o tland Br c • 

rT" o r.., • 11..4r er-. loy ~ ~s of "; 11.e ?ort lr nd 'Qrar.c 1~- s .... .:.gned to ..,!.e 

.V-CUee ropert.,r JO"')' rt r.t Oll the onenin d r 

e6 a d s ~v r. con l!. t :its 

i~ t~e ~erformmce o. uc. ~ties as e-e er1i~ed • 

ot nt:~ ..,sa .... · : ':> • ch t') : i .t f iel 

ta-jives at t ~vu.·.:.>· ..... ')ff ' ces of tlc T n·ted ,.., es 

S ... "vice . t · l~;,stions 'ros€ in olvi:J. · pro 1. :s 'J in· .it r... h 

scope ')f 1" h OS e hr nd ltJ d b T t .. ...., V' .. l e - r 0 ~ t y 

i o_ ti~n &s transmitte to ~~~ ~ i~ offi~e at en 

rec: L d , el' ese t ti ve n 
I 

ot ers 

)roblems ere s ttl~d eit vr b tvle1~on. or by core nondence . 

.. e ortl m ne .t pt:""S re cneroua it~ ~ eir pu licity 

regardin activities 0f the v cuee ope ty D ,.., ... t • 

of tonne sp ers in th. lo tl,nd z0n 1 0 ve sue ">U lici ... 

a r quested . 

t 



F 

III . 

B 

ti • l , .. :'a c l ' 1942. 

It as not ~~c~ss freezir:', control under this tewlc..t ion 

e had no problems rE::Q ..... ir.! n ~ such i;iCtion . 

Qf 7ol t .. acuation Up to ..... arch 29 , • 

fJ.ncti~n inci~ental to ~roperty and bu iness proble~s 

( e.xcb.si ·e of far :r..--:) ere handled by tnB ,vacuee .P:aopert; :Jupartrient 

ur to iarc .. 29 , .... 942 . l::any problemr, , of cours.; , s·1c:. t..s farP'ling , 

travel n~.;r•:-...:..t ... , cirfe1 ref:ul·Ations , ::m..,.lic assistance :nfo:-mation , etc ., 

came to tl: atter ti on of th~ "":vacuee .t"ronert1 J8part""ent in t.18 :'irst 

ir .. stance b.it "ere referred to the .. upropriate aO'ency for 11andlinii· , as 

11 ap;encies . ~ta:~ d. ~ staff L tl (, • ) . C. '°1- • , ff'iC"';! at 317 c- • . ,, • 

6t¥ A..v . .mu~ , J. ortlc..n ' l'P, on , in wr.ic11 office the :vacuce ?roperty 

ol mtary :v~ cuati.on ~ ~ohi i ed . 

i 

.ti.ft er Vvluntar. evacuation ras rohibi ted the ..... vacuee _: roperty 

J../J,artrnent conti: .. ued .. o advise and assist evacuees wit\ their property 

and bu iness probl ·ms i th the t1-10·1d1t in min t!:at when controlled 
t 

evacuation took pl ce been given an opportunity 

to make i orde~ l.r ar~d equitable d isposi ti on of th-.:ir property . 

Prior to evac ation , evacueus ere informed that household furr.iture 

ard effects could be ~i posed of on any reas~nable basis that they 

sa fit . ~vacuee ere inforrred tba t sl...rmld the-•T 
11 

desire to 

" dispose of their household furniture an~ effects , they could arra~e 

for private st or E'. ana if tl- e~· dici not care to pursue this co 1.irse , 

storage ou be rovided for them at r,overnmental exoens, at the 

o ner ' s risK s controlled e cuatiQn occured . large number of 

evacuees sto ed t eir effects ith rl.1'1erican frie~ds or left therr. in 

locked roo s ~n t pre~ises or in the b s~"Jent . ~ost of the 

/ 



.Tapanese churches, both Christian and ud ist, lso offer their 

for storage purpose a a it is ding th t these 

facilitie ere quite gener lly used . ~~~~fi or--h"1 
6 

procedure cut downJto a large exte t 1the volum tored by the 

3 

ev cuai; ing a eas in th~ Port la 11d zone ere no issued til o e time 

af ,er t~is office as established, evacuees had e ti e to ke 

arrange ents for the disuosition of their moto ve icles . Consequently , 

ev cuees , in ost inst nces , disnosed of th i Motor vehicle b 

selling them and a very limited nlli'lber as laced in private tora e 

motor ehicle are held in stor >e b the overnment or e cuees . 

ictor Thomsen of ~t . 11 , oo iver , on inform d the ·.c.c. 

offic~ at ortlard , Oreeon by letter , that eh u approxir tely 50 

evacuee utomobiles listed ith hi for the purpose of sale, such 

u.tomobiles bein_, stored it him an other de lers 

(b) motor ve icles have been tendered for sale 

to the my. 

Repre entatives of the ~vacue -~roperty D partment ere ~elpful i the 

negotiation and settlenent of problems fal i!J€ itbi~ t is c t e ory 

and coming to their attention. 

5 

representative of the ~vacuee rope ty ~e rt e~t as s ioned a 

the ~arti e Jivi Jontro dministration sse or h or land, 

Ore on for the purpose of automobiles d ... livered 

fo that nurpose . also aelivere" P. son 1 prope 

inventor• forms to tr e evacuees coveriDf" ho Jse .. old furniture stored 

by us and as able to discrepancies that ap e ed on such 
A 

foms . 

in cting id in the completio of unfinis ed proble 



6 

rf c0urse , ul-0 ""'.°nt ined at .ac:r ;1 vil 

performin· ~uch itie: i thin t'.e sc.:> e of p:·ob 1 o .... _~ ' tJin~ 

h· n lvu by t.G vacuJe iroperty ~e ~rtmon~ . 

S~a ta :o~el , 020 : . Glisan ~ t . , Port lane. , Oreeon. K. . it ta , 

o.ndr of t~J fu~~is~in~~ of this hotel h&d ~prospective buyer in mind~ 

but wa. unatlt~ to negotiate ~he tr·~n::,,action cme to "!;he f&ct trat the 

o. ner of ~h~ b J.ildiug 1a. demr..nain ~ a =-,ubstan t ial increase in rent from 

th. prospective buy~r . Howeve: , as the result of a conference att naed by 

evacuee K . .. Titta , the <mnE:.r of the tuilding an a repr esentativi;; of 

, the builoing o ner agr ed to rent to the prcspective buyer on a 

reason ble basis and th sale e consuinrnated "to "t'.8 sati faction all 

p rties concerned . 

~ikado 3at~s , 3 0 · • • ~verett ~treet , Portland, Gregon. In a round table 

d iscu s: on it~ Soma~ i ~ ara , oiner of the i ikado 3ath , his attorne:T , 
( ( 

..t: aul r•arro .ri tz , 1 '1: ... lord , a reason&ble 8.!ld agreeable SP.ttlcr"En t ~as reached 

regarding so e fixtures hich had been removed and sold by -&v~~~ Hara 

gainst the wi e and ithout ~he permission of t~ landlord . 

Fuji Grocery, 20.57 r . ·illiar:is ve . , P ortlan l , Oregon. George .n.zumano , 

o nur had consider ble diffic:J.lty in findin~ a purchaser for his store . 

He finall·r stf:1rted negotiations ith t o Chinese purchasers , partners , 

hoM he brou t to the vacuee P perty Dep rtment office to discuss 
1 I 

terms . t s~ggestion the p'.ll'chaGers borro ed sUfficient fUnds to 

pay cash for t e in entory . The fixtures and a deli very truck ··ere handled 

' on a s le contr ct ddposited in tne sellers bank for collection . L ter 

a t problem ose hich , as successfully adjusted 

ith the ne urch ser . 



ue to housing con~itions in tl is co runit no diffi_1lty 

as e erienced in .enting, le in or ispo in; of residence by 

evaucees . In many instunc6s, tl~ erican oc c.; p& t perr..i tted the 

stor~ge of th J~pqriese 01ner's personal effect in roo or b oenent 

of th .... _ome . 

~he b lance of the 325 Japan s o ned businesses not included in ~he 

bove and consisting of barber s~ops , beauty arlors, je Jlry stores, 

general merchandise stores ~esp pers, gar ges bat.s , etc . ere , 

i.tli a ery fe~ exceptions , closed after :'lakbr, some dispositio_. of 

their fixt'Jr' either by sale or storage . Qne R ge dru .. · storu as 

dispo e of t~..rough a professional liquidator thA f · xt ires an inventory 

of r.other .as nackeG. 'in~ shipped to :!°:)Okane, 'as· i ton, here th~ o ·ner 

ill reopen the business , ~avin · first obtain d an exe tion atn travel 

per!""'it . 

Care as sed in handling al: bu iness cases no~ to involve th 

ny detail that 1o~ld require supervision after the evacuation is 

co.rr.pleted . .·o e crow agr~e ent ere made, no po ers of atto4ve 

,,,,,,.. 

in 

taken and no collection arrangements entere into e er of ten urged 

to perform these functions but satisf ctory disposition a ma e of t 

/ 
in eac~ ca e through banks , attorneys , anc... ot ~rs · · solved the ~roble 

for all parties concerned In a fe in tances t e evacuee ttempted to 

dr earnest money receipts , bills of sale or other lee 1 papers but e 

s ges ted that they consult their ttorney nd in each case this one . 

The firm of Collier , Collier and ~ern rd of t is city accordin to 

problems coming to our ~ttention handled more individual ev cuee cases han 

any ot er local fir~ of attorne s ·n ere al ay OS t c 0 () er t i V€ 



~rocer. - rnde t i.. c Cl.S:Ji:ft i ca J.; on "'" er& :ure ... 

63 ..... uc 1 ·~c ~ ,..,+· l<., ess uxi ~ ,r ~ .; t . ~. t:p of ort and I ""ior ~ 

0 t lv if"'I .. t () l "· SO." r'"'f t J tr'nsC;tctions di ,.. 'it 

t .... \..; 1 ice , our r(...CCrdo ... 0 t. 34 ,ere sold anu ·~2 ... 

liqui & .. ,e t f i u J.rE; i J. > is1osed Of I) tored . In one inst1:1.nce , 

t u Lo b&r v~nte ark&t, th1;; ... a.p ase oon8r , ::'orr. Ok&zaki purc .• used 

" it.. nro )ert.. fo~ ..... 6, GOC cash d le eQ it o an .. eric f l' t lee 

ne r& t '0 per ont t.J. re.b~ assuring hirr. of uef ini te incor'lb du ·ing 

• U.v ....... at ::_5faction 1 ... uxpress&a. 'by ev 

c 1.;ase~ in th is c la sificut ion .ill re ire 

fu ther a,tent:on . 

3e taurants - Of 18 .e t~ur!lnts in .,eration pr·or to the~ cuation 

onlr bou• 4 .ere .... 01 outri~, .. t , the bC:il8l1CE.i vacatin..': t!...e prot'ert · nd 

eit Jr storin 0 • ..,Gl.. . .;n· tl fixtu.res . One lar1-;'J on' , t1e T~nside 

.er.tau~ nt is til unsol...i cue to t.e ir:abil.ty oft .e oner , rrarfr ~o .. ota , 

and ~~J ~ospec,i u c.ase , o et toget' ,r on a ·rxrice . ""'u resentatives 

of ".e vacue~ J.rJpert" D partI'lf,n., re still ft.e rptine to as ... ist 

o. ot· ke iSJO~ition of ·s bu~iness . 

Oleanir.e ~st";.':lli hrents - :ii...~re wre 39 b'1sinesses 

oft ·~ vl s~ir·c~:·o~ ia existence r~ior t0 the evacuation . ur reports 

~n ic te 15 ere sold intact· d t.e ba lance of 24 liqu'dated eit~er by 

sellirl.£ thei" e'J_~i ment o r!E1.kint· 50I'le · rovisio for storage . 

- Ji ition of about 6 gr8enhouses as not entirel y 

sat isf' ctor: fro.i: a noneta. ' stand_ oint . I e c!L instance ovmer-

sl- ip as ret inea. :i.nu the rt:widencu of the o ner rented or lea5E::d for the 

ura i.on , t E:: nG occupant 8.~reein ~ to Cl.Ct as an informal cu todian of the , / 

/ 
one &se , th t of a large establishment, tne greenho l.Ses greenhou e • 

e , rented outright . 

, , 
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CTIO r-:: ,..~(., ·oRK ._, &O_ SD 

mrk 

performed by 

I , 

B rs f.rom ~ 

v 
In view of the fact that the bulk of business and propert problems 

ere in Portland arrl. its immediate vicinity person 1 intervie s 

by our representative~ very fe letters of appreciation ere 

received . 

~vacuees , ho ever, werB renerous ith oral praise and t ,ankfulness for 

c 

"appearing in .orning Ore3onian , ortl nd , Ore on, .ay 4 , 1942 

":.xhibit " appearing in rood River Gounty Sun of .. ay 15, 1'342 ood ~i ver , 

Oregon . I. 

D Coop a 
( 

oth "T 

Lhe anks and otl er corporate entities have coo erated to the fulle t 

extent in the fUrtherance of the e cu tion program. 

sr:: ~rs_:::::c J T 

.s embl 

· ..... sembly aenters - 1 

Jivil Control Stations Contacted - 6 

B 

Portland Office Evacuee Property Jepartment - 1 , 242 

Field ~epresentatives - 46 

sembly ~enter - 80 

Jivil 0ontrol Stations - 252 

c metal ·u.nber of Jrsons ~ontacted - 1 , 620 



D o bi 

Five automobiles are stored in Orecon Transfer Co., ' arehouse o . 5 , 

verett St ., Portlana, O~egon . 

Six autoriobiles stored in the rehouse pending sale to the L• S. 

Army. no ever, v have not , as yet , been appraised; consequPntly, the 

dollar va u~, :s not avail ble . 

F 

Instead of 1 e-::::i.s.;nf a arehouse e have enter-.d i""'to ~. arreernc.nt "iitll. the 

O~eron ':'rm~f _.,,. Jo . for th .... vareJ..ousinr , at their !arehouse !To . 5 , 733 

!T. ,verett ... t . , .ortland, Ore·on , of sue art·cles as n.a., be offered 

for sto ... al7e . 

G 

12? Family units occupyint" a;proxi1ately 25 , 660 cubic feet . 

) 

I ).4 { //l ~ I / / ( VI . 

,,,0 be co --plet d by 1·ead vffice per their ·ire dated .a:y 28 ' 1942 . 



VII . ~ONCLUS IO 

ood ill en endered 

bot. 

nuestions arise in tne f1ture concernill{.; busin~ss propertie~ , those 

concerned :ill undoubtedly turn to 

Jusiness p~operties being sold under contr ct '.i"' fa·1 to return t. 

t,o operate as che~pl'· a the Ja nese . Default in p yment 

may t~en occur and neces. i tate a chan t:: of ownership . :':l:..e e· kno s in 

sor1e of t".3 hot\jl ana-:er nt arran .. emer..ts ill , in some cases , develop 

a need for a r~placement of personnel or even fo~ce a s le of the 'otel 

itself . 

Creditors ar calling on for information ro time to time as 

to the means of collecting overdue ccounts undisclo ed by the 

evucuee at the time of "'.is depRrture . It ill be difficult to 

c t off abruptl · t"ie "clearing house and adviso.:-."' functions of e 

banK d~velo e~ ~urin7 t. e p'lbt tree ~ont s . 

utonobiles in stora,e or for ale tot l 0verru ~r..t ·.il,, ur.ti... "1 

f·r:al ... i.apositior.. is de e.l'T'~nr,'"', l:e t,i-ie C' .a.Se J 50 ~ respo ib"l"ty 

-1..iJ rtr:-ent :o ses - ,u~ of' a total of 'J6 ot ls unc. a! trunt 

ho ses, 73 changea omi ~ rshins and ~, 7ler8 1-.:ft L the h ds of . 

~i }led a ,r ent it1 ~ e o ·ner . 

the 23 remaining undvr :apar:~se on rs.i > t o r for~ l~ i. 

obtainin bet~ ~ rices ~har. coul L v~ be n rece~ ed e~lie~ . 
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