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ADR/ROB

July 24, 1918,

MINUTES gr MEETING
0
Committee on the Employment
of Women in the Chemical In-
dustries of Niagara Falls,
held in
Women's Division, Department of Labor
Sunday, July 21, 1918,
At 10:00 A.M.

Present: Lt. Col. Harry E. Mock, Chairman,
Ceptain A, D. Reiley, Secretary,
Miss VanKleeck,
Dr. Hamilton,
Miss Anderson,
Miss Ladenburg, representing the War
Industries Board, and
Mt. Stewart, representing the Inspection
and Investigation Service of the Depart-
ment of Labor.

1. The following was decided upon as the personnel of
the Committee: Chairman, Lt. Col. Harry E. Mock, Surgeon
General's Office; Secretary, Captain Austin D. ﬁoiley,
Ordnance Department. Members - Dr. Alice Hamilton, Bureau
of Lebor Statistics, Miss Mary Anderson, Women's Industrial
Service, Commander Donald Riley, Nevy Department, Mr. John
Vogt, Hew York State Department of Labor, Captain Harold
C., Bradley, 6as Defense Service, Miss Nelle SKwa®tz, Hew York
State Department of Iabor, Dr. Richard M. Pierce, National
Research Couneil, Dr. George M. Price, Mr. E. Stewart and
Dr, W, J. Schereschewsky.

2. It was agreed to leave the matter of funds for ine-
dividual traveling expenses of the members of the Committee
t0 each individual member, to be arranged through the organ-
ization which he Yrepresentis,

3., Miss VanKleeck introduced the following letter from
the Manufscturers' Association of Niagara Falls:

"The peculiar conditions which have arisen in our
country on account of a state of war have obliged the
Government to take such action in emergencies which
in peace times could not have been done without legis-
lutfgn. We all recognize the immense power, to main-
tain the equilibrium of social and industrial asctivi-
ties with which Congress has clothed our President
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Page 2 ~ Meeting of July 21, 1918.

and which has been judiciously used for the bene-
fits of owr people.

"The depletion of man power has, in certain
localities, seriously crippled the War Department
by curteiling production of essentials. Ni a
Falle ie one of these points and the chemiczgain-
dustries, producing chlorine, caustic-soda, caustic
potash, ferro-alloys, metalic magnesium, calcium-
carbide, electrodes, formaldahide, poison gas and
everything basie for the production of war materials,
are unable to operate to capacity on account of the
labor shortage.

"The only remedy ie to surplant this man short-
age with women of those EBuropesn States acoumtomed
to laboring work, and repulsive as this may appear
to Americans, it is a war necessity and as easily
stopped upon war ending as it is to introduce it.
Polish women here are anxious and ready to go on
shift work of 8 hours, provided such permission could
be obtained from the 5epartment, sub ject of course
to supervision and suspension with the power entrust-
ed to the President . Could your Department so far
recede from its traditions and customes as to recom-

mend 88 & war measure only, such a permit to these
factories?

"Each individual industry has a welfare and
safety department presided over by experte and in
addition would be willing to emplpy a woman superin-
tendent to see that the health of these women eme-
ployees wee not imperilled and to force them to
closely follow hygienic, sanitary and precautionary
measures for self-protection.

"Such drastlec action may at first glamce shoeck,
but when we consider the necessity for the protection
of the million soldiers and their half million camp-
assistants and followers, is it not a duty, even
though repulsive to our free republicen ideas?

"We have twenty-one suech industries whick could
be speeded uwp and run to capacity if so permitted.

Respectfully yours,
(signed) A.H.G.Hardwicke, Sec."

4. Miss VanKleeck further stated that the Committee
was brought together by instruction of the Hational War
Labor ngicies Board.

6, The following preliminsry working committee was
appointed; Captain Reiley, Chairman, John Vogt, Miss Ander-
gon and Miss Shwartz. The procedure was decided to be as
follows:

Liet of the chemical industries of HNiagare
Falles to be procured from the New York State
Department of Labot.
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Page 3 - Meeting of July 21, 1918.

Mise Anderson and Miss Shwartz to proceed
to Nisgara Falls at once for a superficial
gsurvey of the genersl situation, to be fol-
lowed there, as soon as possible, by Mr.
Vogt and Captain Reiley.

Meeting to be held by the main Committee
once every week, at which progress to be
reported from working committee and prob-
leme stated.

6. Captain Reiley agreed to arrange for the list of
plants with the New York Labor Department amd to interview
Mr. Vogt as soon as possible as to his participation in the

actual Niagara Falls Work. ‘

¥. Mise VanKleeck agreed to send the necessary no-
tices to the members of the Committee; alsc to see that re-
est for the services of the Army ana Navy officers on the
ommittee was made through the head of the National War
Labor Polieles Board, to their respective superior officers.

8., Acceptances have been received from Lt. Col. Mock,
Dr, Hamilton, Miss Anderson and Captein Reiley.

A, D. Reiley,

Captain, Ordnance R. C.
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MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON naz;n20us OCOUPATICONS
0
THE DREPARTMENT OF LABOR

Held Jvly 27%h, 1918,

’

Mise Anderson,

iiies Ladenburg,

Mies VenCl ’ ‘
Miss Baymum (by invitation)
Captain Reiley, Seeretery

1. Mise Anderson snd Miss Sehwarts made the fol-
lowing report on eoniitions at lisgers Malls:

¥ Ruote attached weport » Exhibit 1.

2, Col, Mook: Thie Committee has unexampled
opportunity for work. The work seems to be that of ex-
perta; therefore suggesti a8 %o the employment of
speoial experts is requested.

$. My, Stewart: Dr. Hamilton's services have ale
ready been enlibéed,

4., Moved; That this Committee request® the United
States Department of Laber, tho New York ustrial Boaxd,
the United States iubliec Health Serviee and any other Dee
;&tmn or ey of United S%eates or the 5tate of New

s %0 nee ir corps of experte for investiution of
industrisl ocnditions At Hisgare Falls and report te this

Commi ttee,
Seoonded and garried.

., Mr. Stuwert: Mr, Stuwsrt stated he had ne
power %o tuxn over his foree to the FPublie Health Serviee.

6. Miss VenClesek: loved -« that no information be
given gut as to Committee's findings and deliverations
except through the Chairman of the Committee.

Seoonded and oarried,

-
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Meoting of July 87¢h, eont'd

Vs Moved, seoonded and earried: It is the
gsensd of thw Conmittee that many related matters, &weh
as hours of lahor, rates of wages, safety, living eon-
dition, transportation, et seters, are within its pure

i view and showld bde investipgated. The Steering Committee

¥ will be entrwied with the duty of Wl nping suoh matters

y to the Committees's attention.

} 8. Moved, sevonded and garried;: That Dr.
Sgheresghowsky be made & member of the Hteering Committee.

, 9. The Steering Committes, m@ constituted,
. therefore, now stands:

3 Cap lain Reiley, Cheirman,
Hembers:

i Iy, Sehereschewaky,
Misp Anderson,

; Niss Sehwarts, and

g Mr. Vogt.

AV‘"

Respeotfully eubmitted.
i

As D, Redley,
Cap tain, Ordnenge R. C,
D - feetretary. |

s .
:
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bad, Had had a houwsing survey made by the Independence Compmy of
Philadelphia, Ve were not sble te secmre & Gopy && there have been
& very linited mumber printed and everyone we asked had loaned his
eopy to momeone elme.

The Engloycn' Association of Niagara Falls has slready
regquested the Few York State Industrial Commission for exemption
from the State law preventing women werking at night between the
hours of ten in the evening and eix in the morning. The Comnmisssion
had referred them %o the Fodersl Govermment, caying that the omly
one whe had the right to give exemption was the Fresident of the
United States., JMr. FHerdwicke said that the Employers' Assoel ation
44 not eare very mmeh whether they got the exemption or mnot, that
they had applied in behalf of a Polish woman of the eity whe wanted
night worke

Respeetfully submitted,

(Signed) Mary Anderson

AoL.
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July 29, 1918.

MEETING - Saturday, July 27th,
1:30, P. M,

X 6 % 1 0 3 8

That this Committee request the U. S. Department
of Labor, New York Medical Board, U. S. Public
Health Serviee and any other Department or Agency
of the United States or State of New York, to use
their corps of experts for investigation of medi-
cal conditions in Niagara Falls and report to this

Committee.
Seconded and carried.

(Mr. Stewart stated he had no power to turn over
his force to Public Health Service)

By Miss VanCleeck - and seconded.
That no ififormation be given out as to Committee's

findings and deliberations, except through Chair-

man of Committee. B
Carried.

And Seconded.

It is the sense of Committee that many related
matters, such as hours of labor, rates of wages,
gsafety and living conditions, are within the juris-
diction of this Committee and should be reported
and invesbigated, and the Steering Committee will
be intrusted with the duty of bringing such matters

to Spmmittee's attention.
And Seconded - That Dr. Schereschewsky be made a

member of Stearing}Committee.
7
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July 29, 1918.

MEETING - Saturday, July 27th,
1:30, P. N,

X 0 T I 0 8§ S

That this Committee request the U, S. Department
of Labor, New York Medical Board, U. S. Publie
Health Serviee and any other Department or Ageney
of the United States or State of New York, to use
their corps of experts for investigation of medi-
eal conditions in Niagera Falls and report to this

Committee.
Seconded and earried.

(Mr, Stewsrt stated he had no power to turm over
his force to Publie Health Service)

By Miss VanCleeck - and seconded.
That no ifformation be given out ae to Committee's

findings and deliberations, except through Chair-
man of Committec.

Carried.

And Seconded.
It is the gense of Committee that many related

matters, such as hours of labor, rates of wages,
safety and living conditions, are withintthe juris-
dietion of this Committee and should be reported
and investigated, and the Steering Committee will
be dntrusted with the duty of bringing such matters
to Committee's attention.

And Seconded -~ That Dr. Schereschewsky be made a
member of Steering Committee.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE

PRODUCTION DIVISION -

SEVENTH AND B STREETS NW. R /RB
WASHINGTON

Answer shouid be addressed to “.. Section, Production Division, Seventh and B Sts. NW., Washington, D.C.”

In replying refer to No.
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R, M. Mann, Safety & Sanitation Branch,
Staff Section

Tos Miss Mary A. VanCleeck, Women's Branch
Department of Labor, Auray Bldg., 8th &
G. Sts., N. W.

Sub ject: Moticns of Meeting, July 27th.

1., Captain Reiley left hurriedly for
New York and asked that I copy from his notes the
motions made at Saturday's meetingj also that I ad-
vise you the regular report would be made on Wednes-
day or Thursday, with more details of the meeting.

A. D. Reiley,

Captein, Ord. R. C.
)

By:

R, M. Menn,
Industrial Expert.
(8)




ADR/RPB

MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTERE ON HAZARDOUS OCCURATIORS
of
THE DEPARTHMENT OF LABOR

Held August 10th, 1918.

Miss VanCleeck,

Dr. Sgheresgchewsky,

Miss Ladendurg,

Miss Anderson,

Commander Riley,

ilr. Stewart,

ir. LeMarsh (by invitation)
Captain Reiley, Seorctary

1. hise VanCleeck reviewed the work already done
at Niagara Malls.

2+ Dr, Bohereschewsky reported that the services
of H, B, Gales, as Ventilating “ngineer, had been secured.

8. The Pureau of Standards nominated for membere
ghip on the Committee, Dr., C. E. Waters.

4, 'The election of Dr. Waters was moved, seconded
and carried.

Respeetfully submi tted.

A. D, Redley,
Captain, Ordnance R, C,
Secretary

ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org



%

-
Ll

R PR NSRS

gitized for FRASER

i B PR L o R

- Tl IR

g 0o ¢ ¥ ADR /ROB

REPORT ON PRESER? QOMDITION
OF WORK AT NIAGARA FALLS

August 10, 1918,

Investi foree wrriwd at Niagarse Falls
Monday merning fthe FSelentific sonsultantes from the
Publie Health hﬂ es: Dy, Gilman sen, Professer “inslow,

Dy, Duvid H, Bisall, In charge of Public Health Service inws-
tigaters: Captain Landsa, Superd sing for Department of Laber
and Army Orinance, Mins Mary VenClesek and Captain A, D, Redley.

A brief survey was made of the situation, five plants
being uvuumtuh:-mumm the following imdwetri es

earborundun, ohlorine, blouua:.‘m. aphite electrodes,
nno-onot-innl mi related preduets,ealeiun esrbide, farro-
siliean =nd etorage hatteries,

Conference was hold with the monagers ¢f & number of
the plants interested and full eo ration was premised for the
investisation, Dy, Nelmes, of the Publiec Health Servise, with
& corps of mkilled sssietants resenting mediesl and engineere
ing ebility, was left te precce the inwstigation. It was
arrsnged that either Captain Landsa or Captain R, R. Ry, of the
Roohester Office, or Captain A, D, Refloy, should be in Niagara

regticnlly comt » It waa further arrampged that Niss Van
eeek shounld oome %o N Falles st least onoe every tvo weeks
for somfovenos and supervision.

My, B, B, Riley was sent from the Safety & Sfanitatie
Brangh, "taff Seetion, Ordnanse; Miss Nelle Sechwarts from the
How York "tate Depsrtment of Laber and represomtatives of the
Women in Indus Sexrvice %e be selected by Miss VanCleeeck would
alse proecoed to Niagara Falls,

It wvar declded that praetical remlte should b meached
:hnt by plant and that recommendsations should be made as fast as
eteminetion ir arrived at, at esech separate plant,

It wes deecided Shat the pyoper way to conidwet investie
gation woe te separate the twe Lsswes dnte distinet lines, ome the
question of night worky the other the qw stiom of the fitmoss of
women for the partieunlar jJob involwdd. :

It was fuwrther decided that the investigation would pre-
m: 1::::‘ the standpoint of proeecss and eseh Jjob be separstely ine
vee .
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Present:

MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS
of
THE DEPARTMERT OF LABOR

August 26th, 1918

Col. liock,

Miss VanKleeck,

Dr. Schereschewsky,
Dr. Pearce,

Mir. Hamilton,

Miss Anderson, and
Capt. Reiley.

1. Letter was read from S. W. Stratton, Director

Bureau of Standards, withdrawing the name of Dr. C. E. Waters
as member of the Committee and substituting Mr. C. E. Oakes.

ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org

Moved, seconded and carried, that Mr. Strat-
ton’s suggestion be adopted and Mr. Oakes duly
elected member of the Committee, vice Dr. C.
E. Waters.

2. Report of Supervisor's Conference at Niagara
Falls was made by Captain Reiley, as follows:

(a)

Russell Motors Co., Buffalo. Flant in excellent
physical condition for employment of women. Kew
recommendations, all of which plant management
promised to carry out. Further consideration of
the subject deferred until receipt of definite
request for relief from the Bussell Motors Com-
pany officials.

The Norton Company. Report was presented, show-
ing that the plant was in good physical condition.
Conference was had with officials of the company
at Niagara Falls, at which time it was stated that
they were not ready to employ women. Report was
ordered filed until such time as definite regquest
was made by the Norton Company for the employment
of women.

The Carborundum Company. Reported that this plant
was in general unfavorable condition, but that it
was possible to place it in good condition - es-
pecially as to the lathe and shaving rooms. Super-
visor's Conference at Niagara Falls requested per-
mission to sent committee, consisting of Captain




lioved:

Moved:

Moved:

Moved
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Lanza, Public Health Service, Dr. Francis D.
Patterson, Scientific Assistant, Public Health
Service, and Captain Reiley, to Pittsburgh for
conference with the owners of the company, to
propose to them a comprehensive plan for bet-
terment in the plant.

(d) Hooker-Electro Chemical Co. Plant was reported

to be in general good condition. A number of
recommendations made, which require expert
eriticism. Plant officials invited to criticize
recommendations at next conference of the Super-
visor's Conference at liagara Falls on September
1lth. Action deferred ugtil that time.

(e) U. S. Light & Heat Co. Conditions in plant re-

ported unfavorable in all respects.

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

That standardization of physical conditions of plants
as affecting welfare and comfort be prepared in co-
operation with the Working Conditions Gommittee of
the Department of Labox.

Seconded and carried.

That Dr. Schereschewsky and liiss VenKleeck go to the
Housing Buresu and point out to them the necessity
for haste in providing housing facilities for the
workers at Niagara Falls and sanitation snd health
at the same place.

Seconded and carried.

That sub-committee, consisting of Captain Lanza, Dr.
Patterson and Captain Reiley be sppointed for con-
ference with Mr. Mellen, owner of the Carborundum
Company in Pittsburgh.

Seconded and carried.

By Dr. Schereschewsky - In view of the fact thet upon
investigation of this committee, the plant of the U.
S. Bight & Heat Co. of Niegara Falls in the State of
New York is found to be in such hszardous physicel
cohdition as to constitute an obstacle to production;
and because such production is necessary to the naticnal
interests, this committee recommends to the Ordnance
Dept. that the plant of the U.S.Light & Heat Co. be
commendeered by the U, S. Government so thet the present
obstacle to production may be removed.

Seconded (Col. Mock) & carried.

A. Do Reiley’ Ca.pt. Ord. U.S.A.
Secretary
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MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON MZARDOUS_OCCU?ATIONS
— N
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Sep‘t. 3, 1918-

Pregent: Col. Mock,
Miss VanKleeck,
liaj. Bradley,
Dr. Schereschewsky,
Mr. Hamilton,
lMiiss Anderson,
Miss Badenburg,
Mr. Oskes, and
Capt. Reilley

1. Moved, seconded and carried: that the minutes
of meeting of August 26th be adopted and filed.

2. The matter of the Russell Motors Company,
Buffalo, New York, was introduced by the Secretary. During
discussion, Miss VanKleeck read report on the method to be
pursued in obtaining Federal permit for night work in indi-

vidual cases.

Moved: That it is the semse of the Committee
that the physical condition of this plant is such thet women
mey be employed after the hour of ten P. M. and before the
hour of six A. M., on three shift system, not to exceed eight
hours to the shift, if it be the policy of the Federal Govern=-
ment to grent permits for night work for women in individual

cases.
Seconded and carried.

3. The matter of the U. S. Light & Heat Compamy
was introduced by the Secretary. Miss VanKleeck stated that
request for conference hed been made by the officials of this

company.
lMoved: That request of the U. B. Light & Heat

Company for conference on the investigators' report be granted
end thet conference be held during the next conference of the

Supervisors at Niagara Falls.
Seconded and carried.

4, leeting adjourned, on motion.

A. D. Reiley,
capt. ordo U. S. A.
Secretary
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MINUTES OF MEETIHG
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPRPATIONS
of
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Sept. 21, 1918.

Pregent: Col. Mock,
iilsj. Bradley,
Capt. Lanza,
Miss Ladenberg,
Dr., Holmes,
Miss VanKleeck,
Capt. Reiley.

Resume of work at Niagara Falls was made by
Dr, Holmes, Director of Field Investigation at Niagara
Falls.

Moved and seconded: That the following resolu-
tions regerding the dpsposition of the reports be
accepted:

1. Genergl report as read by Dr. Holmes
giving the results of the investigation

by industrial groups be conpleted and filed
with the Employers' Association, the Chamber
of Commerce, and the Industriel Commission
of Hew York State, and spreed in full on the
minutes of the committee.

2. The report of each plant when revised
after agreement on the recommendations con-
cerning the work of women be filed with the
plant management and with the Industrial Com-
mission of the State of lew York.

3, The matter of publication of such reports
as are deemed wise will be taken under con-
gsideration by & publications committee to be
appointed as a sub-committee of this committee.

4, Separate analyses of all constructive
operations undertaken by the field forces be
made and spread in full on the minutes of the
committee.

Report of conference between lir. lellen, owner of
the Carborundum Company, eand Captain Lanza, of the Fublic
Heglth Service, was made by Captain Lanza. It was agbeed

gitized for FRASER
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at this conference that all measures necessary be adopted
for dust removal in the Carborundum Company Flant. Dr,
Lanza's written report will be furnished the committee.

Discussion as to method of dealing with the In-
dustrial Board of the State of iKew York. The Secretary
was directed to invite Commissioner Lynch to attend the
meeting of the Hazardous Occupations Committee on Septem-
ber 30th, in the evening. ;

The Secretary reported conference with H. A. Rohr,
U. 8, Light and Heat Co., &t which lir. Rohr promised com-
pliance with all recommendations and requested reinspection
within thirty days.

lioved, seconded and carried: that resolutian of
August 26th regarding U, S, Light & Heat Co. be withdrawnm.

lMoved, seconded and carried: that thirty days
after recommendations of Public Health Service had been
sabmitted to the U. S, Light and Heat Co. and Industrial
Board of the State of New York and the company notified of
the Industrisl Board's epproval, re-investigation of the
U. S, Light & Heat Co. be made.

lioved, seconded and carried: +that committee dele-
gate Secretary to take up with Industrial Board of the
State of New York the matter of U. S, Light and Heat Co.

Moved, seconded and carried: that Captain Lanza,
of the Public Health Service, be made & member of the com-
mittee.

lioved, seconded and carried: that Dr. Schereschewsky,
acting as chairman, appoint a committee of three to decide
on the next piece of work and make recommendations to the
committee.

lioved, seconded and carried: +that the committee
approve the completion of the investigation of storage
batteries under the guidance and advisory work of Dr. Alice
Hamilton and that they also approve the completion of the
investigation of the abrasives industry.

Moved, seconded and carried: that Dr. Schereschewsky
announce the appointment of the sub-committee on job analyses:
Miss VanKleeck, Dr. Lanza, Captain Reiley.

lioved, seconded and ecarried: that Dr, Schereschewsky
announce committee of three to decide-on the next piece of
work to be donme:  liiss VanKleeg¢k, Dr./ Lanza, Teptain Reiley.

.
7

“ A 5 o % 4
— 45D Reiley, Cept. Ordl U. S. 4,
Secretary. //

o
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November 5, 1918.

The Comnittee om Hazardous Occupations will hold its next
oy .
meeting on llonday, November 1llth, at four o'clock Pelle in the Southern
Building, Room 209, Fifteenth and H Streets, Washington D.Ce
A. D, Reile:f’

Captain, Ordnance R.C.
Secretary.

Dr. Royal Meeker, Comuissioner

Bureau of lebor Statistics,
Department of labor,

Washington, D.C.
iir, Charles B. Oakes,
Bureau of Standards,
washington, DeCe
lir, Grant Hamilton, Director

Working Conditions Service,

Department of labor,

Washington, D.Ce
Dre. Je W. Schereschewsky,
Assistant Surgeon General,
UeSe Public Health Service,
3 B Street, SeBe Washington, D.Ce
D, Richard M, Pearce,
National Research Council,
1015 = 1l6th Street, NaWe
Washington, DeCe
iss Heddde llelle Swartz, New York State D partment of

-

Bureau of Women in 4ndustry, <30 Fiith AVCHQG, lew York,
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Major Harold C. Bradley,
Gas Warfare Service, Medical Dept. Bldg.,
7th and B Streets,
washington, D.C.
Mr, John Vogt,
New York State Department of labor,
230 Fifth Avenue,
New York, WeYe
Lt. Com, Donald Riley,
Bureau of Urdnance,
New Interior Building,
Washington, D.C,
Dre Alice Hamilton,
Bureau of &abor Statistiecs,
Department of Labor,
washington, D.C,.
Captain Austin D. Reiley,

Ordnance Department,

Bldge 4-1, Hoom 224, 6th, and B Streets,

Washington, D.C,
Lt. Colonel Harry E, liock,
Surgeon General's Office,
Wwar Department,

washington, D.V.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ROCHESTER DISTRICT ORDNANCE OFFICE
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION

82 ST. PAUL STREET
ROCHESTER, N.Y. RRR :MDH

In replying refer to File No.
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November 11, 1918

Capt R R Ray, District Supervising Officer,
Industrial Service Section, Ordnance Depart-
ment, 82 St Paul Street, Rochester, N Y

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in
Industry Service, U S Department of Labor,
Ouray Building, Washington, D C

Subject Employment of Women at Certain Prohibited
Tasks

1 I appreciate having your kind letter of
November 4. Miss Swartz, Chief of Women-In-Industry

Bureau of the State Department of Labor, has written

me in accordance with your suggestion and has asked for
certain definite information which I will provide her
at an early date.

2 Captain Reilly spoke to me the other day
about the final meeting of the Government representatives
interested in the special investigations conducted at
Niagara Falls which will be held in Niagara Falls Novem-

!l ber 15 and 16. I shall make an earnest endeavor to be
% present at this final conference and with your permission

I will suggest to Miss Skiff, who is expected at that time
to be attached to our office as representing the Vomens'
Branch, Industrial Service Section, that she also attend
the conference.

3 What you have to say relative to the applica-
tion of the Hooker Electrochemical Company to employ
women on an all night shift interests me and I hope there
will be a definite decision forthcoming soon from the
Secretary of VWar and the Secretary of the Navy upon this
important subject.




WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE DISTRICT CHIEF

82 ST. PAUL ST.,
ROCHESTER, N.Y. RRR : MDH

DIVISION

TO INSURE PROMPT ATTENTION
IN REPLYING REFER TO:

NO.

ATTENTION OF

Hovember 11, 1918
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Gapt R R Ray, District Supervising Officer,
Industrial Service Section, Ordnance Depart~
mont, 82 8t Paul Street, Rochester, N ¥

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in
Induatry Service, U S Department of ILabor,
Ouray Building, Wuh;ngton. D¢

Subject mmt of Women at Certain Prohabited

1 I eppreciate having your kind letter of
November 4., Miss Swarts, Chief of Women-In-Industry
Bureau of the State Department of Labor, has written
mwe in accordance with your nsgnun and has asked for
cortain definite information which I will provide her
at an early date.

2 Captain Reilly spoke to me the other day
about the ﬂn{ meot of the Govermment representatives

interested in the special investigations conducted at
Niagara Palls whioh will be held Niagara Falls Novem-
ber 15 and 16. I shall make an sarmest endeavor to be
resont at this final conference and with your permission

will suggest to Miss Skiff, who is expected at that time
to be attached to our office as representing the Womens'
Branch, Induatrial Service Seetion, that she also attend
the conference.

3 What you have to say relative to the applica~-
tion of the Hooker Electrochemical Company to employ
women on an all night shift interests me and I hope there
will be a definite decision forthe soon from the
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy upon this
important subject.

R R RAY

Capt Ord Dept U S A

tps://fraser.stlouisfed.org ;




November 4, 1918,

Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in Industry,
Department of Labor, 209 Southern Building,
Washington, D.C.

Captain R. R. Ray, District Superviping Officer,
Induetrial Service Section, Ordnance Department,
82 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N.Y.

Subject: Inquiry of October 29th regarding employment of
women at prohibited tasks.

We are referring your letter about the possibility of
employing women upon light grinding operations to Miss Nelle Swarts,
Chief of the Buresm of Women and Industry of the New York State De-
partment of Labor, with the request that she get im touch with your
office.

The similar occupations in the Miagara Falls plants, as
you know, is in the plant of the Carborundum Company. We have just
received a report on the experiments being made thei® at our suggestion
in dust removal aml it is expected that the Public Hsalth Service will
vroceed at once to make some tests. Until these teste are made, it will
be impossible to determine the efficacy of the dust removal system.
Without an efficient exhaust system, we of course disapprove of the
employment of women in occupations involving exposure to metallic dust.

The Committee in charge of the Miagara Falls investigation
proposes to meet at Niagara Falls Friday and Saturday, Novewber 15th
and 16th for final formulation of recomwendations on the basis of progress
made in the plants in experimenting following our first recommendations.
We hore that it way be possible for you to meet with us at that time.

Meanwhile the whole matter of prohibiting the employment of
women in certain occupations is now before our Committee on Hazardous
Occupations and we hope to reach certain conclugions at an early meeting.

The Women's Branch of the Ordnance Departwent has already told
you of the decision reached in the case of the Russell Motor Car Company.
The Comparzy iteelf told us that they had been able to organize a night shift
of men.

You will be interested in kmowing that the Hooker Electro-Chemical
Company has applied for permission to employ women at night but the whole nightt
work plan awaite decision by the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the
Navy and no action in specific cases can be taken until that plan is deter-
mined upon.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ROCHESTER DISTRICT ORDNANCE OFFICE
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION

82 ST. PAUL STREET

ROCHESTER, N.Y. RRR : MDH

In replying refer to File No.
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October 29, 1918

Capt R R Ray, District Supervising Officer,
Industrial Service Section, Ordnance Depart-
ment, 82 St Paul Street, Rochester, N ¥

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in
Industry Service, U S Department of Labor,
Ouray Building, Washington, D. C.

Subject Employment of Women at certain prohibited
tasks

1 Frequent requests have come to our office

recently for permission to employ women upon light grinding
operations where the machines are properly protected by
exhaust systems.

2 We believe that occupations of this character
were investigated by the United States Public Health Service
together with your cooperation at Niagara Falls, and it will
please us to learn at your earliest convenience what definite
decision, if any, has been formed upon this subject as well
as other subjects touched upon in the investigation mentioned.

N
Capt Ordq Dept ¥ 3
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ADR /meh

MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPAT IONS
of
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Qotober 1, 1918.

Present:

Colonel Mook Nr. ‘risht
Lieut.~Com, Riley Miss Van Kleek
Dr. Selby Miss Anderson
Dr. Holmes Wieses North
Dr. Hamilton Miees Schwarts
Mrs. Ralston
Captain Reiley

Mr. Lynch and Mr, Gernon of the Industrial Commission
of the State of New York were invited to be present, and

attended the meeting.

The problem of cooperation with the Industrial Compis~
gion of the State of New York was discussed. It wae agreed
that in the Carborundum report they would check up exper-
imental work of the Public Health Service Engineers, and
would pass upon the plans and give their approval or sugges=
tione when the experimental work was finished, Commissioner
Lyneh requested that joint investigations be made in New

York in future.

It was moved by Colonel Mock and seconded, that Stase
Industrial Commission be requested to appoint two members
of the Industrial Commission on the hkazardous Ocoupations
Committee of the Women in Industry Service of the Depart-

ment of Labor.

Carried.

The Hazardous Occupations Committee was subseguently
notified that Commissioner Lynch and Deputy Commissioner
Gernon should be the members of the Committee on Hazardous
Occupatione of the Women in Industry Service of the Depart-
ment of Labor, nominated by the Industrial Commission of

the State of New York.

o BV
- ffc{j/)47iz4,iﬂa_,k‘"

Capt-. Ordo. Uell ofle,
Seeretary.
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MIBUTES OF NERTING
of the
CONNITYRE OF mz:;mmr COCUPATIONS

™R DEP ARTMENT OF LABOR
ht. n' lm.

Col. Moek

uaj. Eradley,
Capt. lLenss,
Hies Ladenderg,
by, Rolmes,
Miss VanKleeel,
Capt. Reiley.

Resume of work st Hispars Talls was made by
g_r. Holmes, Biveeter of Tield Invertigation at siapara

Koved and segonded; That the following resolu-
tione amﬂm the dfeposition of the repcrie be
seoopted:

1. fenersl veport as read by v, Holues
the remlits of the imvestisstion
Ry s e o leted and filed

of Commmreoe, v
bow York State, mnd spread in full on the
o2 of the committes,
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eammittea,

_ denling with the Ine
fustrial Board of the Htate of Hew York. The Seeretary

f the Nasardous Oeowpstions
in the evening.

The Zecretary reported conference with H, A, Hohw,
Us 5, Right and Heat Co,, &t whieh Mr, Robr promised come
rlispee with all recommendstions and requested reinspection
within thirty days.

Moved, seconded and carried: that reselution of
supust 26th vegarding U, 9, Tdght & Hest Ce. be withidrawm.

Moved, seconded and earried: that thirty days
after recommendations of Publie Hoalth Service had been
sabmitted to the VU, 5, Light ami Heat Coo and Industrial
Board of the State of New York and the ¢ notified of
the Indwstrisl Bosrd's spproval, re-investigntion of the
Ue 5, Jight & Voot Co. Do nade.

lioved, seeonded and caryied; that committee dele-

te Seeretary to take with Induptrial Board of the
&udlw ork the matter of ¥, 5, Mght and Heat Co,

Moved, seconded amd oarried: that Ceptadin Lansa,
5ummhnnm.»m.mnmu-

.-:‘l_nu-ln snd earried; that Dr. Scheresechewsky,
sgting as s Bppoint & camittee of thyee to decide
on 0: ‘::ut plece of work and make weemmendsations te the
Q-l .

Woved, segonded apd csrried: tmt the cecmittee
ap the eompletion of the investigntion of
teries wnier the guidenge and sdvisery woerk ¢f lr. Aliee
Hamdlton and that they aleo approw the eompletion ef the
investigation of the shrasives induetry,

. seoonded -.; o:um that ir. “oheresehowsiy
annyunee intment ab-copmitiee on MI
Mes M. lensa, Captain Reiley. - ;

Moved, seconded snd enrried: that Dr. Schereschewsky
2 NOUN 0 ttee of thres % deeide on the next plece of
work te be domes Mies Vauileeck, Dr, Lamsa, Osptain Reiley.

4. D, Reiley, te Grds U, 8, As
Jecretary. -




ADR/ROB

MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS
of
THE DIEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Held July 27th, 1918.

Present: Colomel Mock, Chairmsan,
Captain Bradley,
Dr. Schereschewsky,
Miss Schwartsz,
Mr. Stewart,
Miss Anderson,
Miss Ladenburg,
¥iss VanOleeck,
Miss Barnum (by imvitation)
Cap tain Rediley, Secoretary

1. Miss Anderson and Miss Schwartz made the follow-
ing report on conditions at Niagara Falls:

*See attached report - Exhibit 1.

2. Col. Mock: |This Committee has unexampled oppor-
tunity for work. The work seeme to be that of exp ris;
therefore suggestiomyf as to the employment of speeial exmp rts
is requested.

8. Mr. Stewart: Dr. Hamilton's services have already
been enlisted.

4. loved: That this Committee request the United
States Department of Labor, the New York Industrial Beard,
the Tnited States Fublic Health Service and m{.other Depar ¢t~
ment or agemey of the United States or the State of New York,
to use their corps of experts for investigation of industrial
conditions 2t Niagara Falls and report to ths Committee.

Seconded aand carried.

B. Mr, Stewart; Mr, Stemmdt stated he had no power
to turn over his force to the Public Health Service.

Cane
6. Miss VanCleeek: Moved ~ that ne informati em-be
ven out as to Conmittee's findings and deliberations except
hrough the Chaiman of the Committee.

Beconded and earried.
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Page 2
Meeting of July 27th, cont'd.

7. Moved, seconded and carried: It is the sense
of the Committee that many related matters, such as hours
of labor, rates of wages, safety, living condition, trans-
portation, et cetera, are within its purview and should
be investigated. The Stesring Committee will be entrusted
with the duty of bringing such matters to the Committee's
attention.

8. Moved, Seconded amnd carried: That Dr. Schereschewsky
be made a member of the Steering Committee.

9. The Steering Committee, as constituted, therefore,
now stands:

Captain Reiley, Chaimman,
Member:-:
Dr. Schereschewsky,
Miss Anderson,
Miss Schwartz, and
Mr, Vogt.

Respeetfully submitted.

p
A, D, Reiley
Captain, Ordnance R. O,
Seeretary.
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¢ 0 ¢ X
WOMEN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE

Report of Preliminary Visit te
EXHIBIT k. Fiagars Falls

The preliminary vieit to Niagara Falls July 24%h and 26t: by
Nelle Swarts, Chief of the Women's Section, New York State Depart-
ment of Labor, and Mary Anderson, Assistant Director of Women in
Industry Serviee, is as follows:

Nisgars Falle is & chemical manufacturing genter of the United
Rruuud by the aid of

States, Of the total walue of the 12: cta
electrieity in 1909, New York repo , 401,878 or 72.06% and
over o ,000 worth of this product was nade in Niagara Falls.

It is estimated that over 76% of the total groduct of abrasives
in the country are made in Niagara Palls, Nearly sll of the aluminum
in the world is made in three big factories.

Visited lorton Gridding Company, menufacturers of sbrasives, 86%
Government contyacts, 110 employees. The firm reporte & lsbor sort-
age of. . Have sbout 22 Polish womsn working shovelling ceal,
pushing wheel barrows with about 50 pounds of coal.

Visited the Ameriean Sales Bo“ﬂ Company, 85% Government contracts
of earbon paper, 150 girls employed, 8 hours 2 day's work. Stristly
union shop. Lebor turnover very small.

Visited Ni Storage Light Compeny, 100 employeed, 75% women,
ghort 25 men. bor furnover large. One colored woman working in
the seid room.

Visited United States Light Heating Company, making eleetrie
batteries for the Govermment, 700 men and women employed. Wo-
men put on dur the last three months. Labor turnover the

month of Jume: loyed 300, 504 have left. lany complained that

the lead made thém sick, About six pecple a week left because of
lead., BShort 150 men. Women workimg in the lead room sersaping the
edges of plates, women putting plates into aecid vats. Colored women
working in nitro fumee, filling batteries and cleaning them. Ome
wore a face protector. This is the firm that wants women on the

night shift.

Visited the Carborundum Oougay Manufecturers of all kinds of
abrasives and abras ive u!cra. ‘onmnt contracts. m;.:r
women employed om the dental abrasives for a long time. The \
three months have taken on 500 women. Mget of those are employed in
the gr department, 1907 men are oquoyod. short 190 men. Laber
turnover s month, Do not want women to work at night.

tps://fraser.stlouisfed.org
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Niagara Electro~Chemical Company was reported to us by Mr,
Hardwicke, Seeretary of the Employer's Association as having girls
wor in the chemigals., He also said that the labor shortage for
the city was sbout 1500 to 2000 men. Said that the housing was very
bad. Had had a housing survey made by the Independence Compan y of
Phﬂadoli::la. We were not able to secure & ¢opy as there have been
& very limited number printed and everyone we asked had losmed his
copy to someone else.

The Employers' Association of Niagara Falls has already
requested the New York State Industrial Commission for exemp tion
from the State law preventing women work ing at night between the
hours of tem in the evening md six in the morning. The Commission
had referred them to the Federal Government, saying that the omly
one who had the right to give exemption was the President of the
United States. Mr, Hardwicke said that the Employers' Associatim
did not eare very much whether they got the exemption or not, tis ¢
they had applied im behslf of & Polish woman of the city who wanted
night work,

Respeotfully submitted.

(Signed) Mary AndcrnnL
A.L,

tps://fraser.stlouisfed.org
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MINUTES OF MEETING
of the

COMMITTEE ON HAZA%DOUS OCCUPATIONS

0
THE TEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Held August 10th, 1918.

Present: Miss VanCleeck,
Dr. Schereschewsky,
Miss Ladenburg,
Miss Anderson,
Commander Riley,
Mr. Stewart,
Mr. LeMarsh (by invitation)
Cap tain Relley, Secretary

1. Miss VanCleeck reviewed the work already
done at Niagara Falls.

2, Dr. Schereschewsky reported that the services
of H. BB, Gales, as Ventilating Engineer, had been secured.

3., The Bureau of Standards nominated for member-
gship on the Committee, Dr. C. E. Waters.

4, ™The election of Dr. Waters was moved, sew nded
and carried.

Respectfully smbmitted.

A, D, Heiley,
Captein, Ordnance R. C.
Secresary
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REPORT ON PRESENT CONDITION
OF WORK AT NIAGARA FALLS

August 10, 1918.

Investigat force arrived at Niagare Falls
Monday morning, August 5th. Scientific consultants from the
Public Health Service: Dr. Gilman Thompeson, Professor Winslow,
Dr., David H, Edsall. In charge of Public Health Service inves-
tigators: Captain Lamdza. Supervi sing for Department of Labor
and Army Ordnance, Miss Mary VanCleeck and Captain A. D. Relley.

A brief survey was made of the situation, five plants
being investigated, representing the following industries:
carborundum chlorine, bleaching owder,afraphite electrodes,
mono-chlor-henzol end related progucts,c cium carbide, farro-
gilican and storage batteries.

Conference wes held with the managers of a number of
the plants interested and full co-operation was promised for the
investigation. Dr. Holmes, of the Public Health Service, with
a corps of skilled assistants representing medical and engineer-
ing ability, was left to prosecute the investigation. It was
arrsnged that either Captain Landza or Captain R. R. Rgg, of the
Rochester Office, or Captain A. D. Reiley, should be in Niagara

Bractically continuously. It was further arranged that Miss ¥an
leeck should come to Niagara Falls at least once every two weeks
for conference and supervision.

Mr, E. N. Riley was sent from the Safety & Sanitatia
Branch, Staff Section, Ordnance; Miss Nelle Schwartz from the
New York State Department of Labor and representatives of the
Women in Industry Service to be selected by Miss VanCleeck woild
also proceed to Niagara Fallis.

It was decided that practical remlte should be reached
plant by plant and that recommendations should be made as fast as
determination is arrived at, at each separate plant.

It wes decided that the proper way to conduct investi-
gation was to separate the two issues into distinct lines, ome the
question of night work; the other the question of the fitness of
women for the perticular job involwdd.

It was further decided that the investiggtion would pro-
ceed from the standpoint of process and each job be separately in-

vestigated.
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Page 2
Report on present conditions at
Nisgera Falls.

The firet conferemce of the supert¥ising staff widl
be held in Niagara Falls, August 2lst, at which time there
is expected to be present: Miss VanCleeck, Captain Landza
and Captain Keiley.

Respectfully submitted.

A. D. Reiley,
Captain, Ordnance R. C.
Chairman, Steering Committee.
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MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS
of
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

August 26th, 1918

Col. Mook,

Mise VanKleeck,

Dr. Schereschewsky,
Dr. Fearce,

My . Hamilton,

Mise Anderson, and
Capt. Reiley.

1. Letter was read from S, W. Stratton, Director
Buresu of Standards, withdrawing the name of Dr. . E. Waters
as member of the Committee and substituting Mr. C. E, Oakes.

Moved, seconded and carried, that Mr. Strat-
ton's suggestion be adopted and Mr, Oskes duly
;logt:l member of the Committee, viee Dr. C.

+ Waters.

2. Report of Supervisor's Conference at Niagara
Falls was made by Captain Reiley, as follows:

(a) Russell Motors Co., Buffalo. Flant in exeellent
physical condition for employment of women.
recommendations, all of whieh plant management

mised to earry out. Further comsiceration of

e subject deferred until receipt of definite
request for relief from the Bussell Motors Com-
peny officials.

The Horton € « Report was presented, whow-
ing that the p was in 2;:::-1 ical conditiom.
Conference was had with o 8 of the on:nL
at Niagara Falls, at which time it was stated that
they were not ready to loy women. Report was
ordered filed until such time as definite request
v;a made by the Horton Company for the employwent
of women.

The Carborundum Company. Reported that this plant
was in general unfavorable condition, but that it
was possible to ﬁm it in good condition ~ es~
pecially as %o lathe and shaving rooms. Super-
visor's Oonference at Niagara Falls requested per-
mission to sent committee, consisting of Csptain
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Lanza, Public Health Service, Dr. Francis D.
Patterson, Scientific Assistant, Public Health
Service, and Cap tain Reiley, to Pitteburgh for
conference with the owners of the company, %o
propose to them & comprehensive plan Tor bet-
terment in the plant.

Hooker-EBlectro Chemical Co. Plant was reported
to be in gemeral good condition. A number of
recommendations made, which require expert
oriticism. Plant officials invited to eritiecize
recommendations at next conference of the Super-
visor's Conference at Nisgara Falls on September
1llth., Aetion deferred ugtil that time.,

U. 8, Light & Heat Co., Conditions in plant re~
ported unfavorable in all respects.

T10 RESOLUTIONS

That standardization of physical conditions of plante
as affect welfare and comfort be prepared in co-
ration with the Working Gonditions Gommittee of

the Department of Labow.
Seconded and earried.

That Dr. Schereschewsky and Miss VanKleeck go to the
Housing Buresu and point out to them the necessity
for haste in mﬂdzn; housing facilities for the
workers at Hiagars Falls and sanitation and health

at the same plaee,
Seconded and carried.

That sub-committee, consisting of Captain Lanza, Dr.
Patterson and Captain Reiley be appointed for con-
ference with Mr, Mellem, owner of the Carborundum

Company in Pittsburgh.
Beconded and ecarried.

By Dr. Schereschewsky - In view of the faet that n‘u
investigation of this """“'i.f’i" gant of the V.
]

8, Bight & Heat Co. of Niagara the State of
Now York is found to be in sueh hazardous physical
gohdition as to comstitute an obstasle to production;
and because such production is necessary to the national
interests, this camittee recommends to the Ordnance
Dept. that the plant of the U.S.Light & Heat Co. be
commandeered by the U. 8. Govermment so that the present

obstacle to production may be removed.
Seconded (Col. Mock) & carried.

A. D, Reiley, Oapt. Ord. U.S.A.
secretary x
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MINUTES OF MEETING
of the
COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS
of
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Sept. 5, 1918.

Present: Col. Mook,

Miss VanKleeok,
Maj. Bradley,

Dr. Schereschewsky,
Mr. Hamilton,

Migs Anderson,
Miss Ladenburg,

Mr, Oskes, and
Capt. Reiley

1. Moved, seconded and carried: That the minutes
of meeting of August 26th be adopted and filed.

2. The matter of the Russell Motors Company, Buf-
falo, N, Y., was introduced by the Secretary. During die-
cussion Mise VanKleeck read report om the method to be pwr-
sued in obtaining Federal permit for night work in individual
oases.
Moved: That it is the semse of the Committee
that the physical condition of this plant is such that women
may be loyed after the hour of ten 2. M. and before the

" mour of six A. M., on three shift system, not to exceed eight

igitized for FRASER
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hours to the shift, if it be the peliey of the Federal Govern-
ment o grant permite for night work for wamen in individual

cases.
Seconded and carried.

S. The ‘t“l‘ of the U. 8. n%ht & ﬁlt c

ompany
was introduced by the Seeretary. Miss VanKleeck stated that re-
quest for conference bhad been made by officials of this compamy.
Moved: That remest of the U, 8. Light & Heat

‘Company for conferemee on the investigators' report be granted

and that conference be held duwring the next conference of the

Supe rvizors at Niagara Falls.
Seconded and carried.

4. Meeting adjourned, on motion.

A, D, Reiley,
Capt. Ord. U. 8. A,

Secretary
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Memorandums:

This may be of interest to the.Committee

on Hazardous Cccupati-ns. X

/ |
/

1, &, Piagfce.
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Xugu.e 19,1918,

Referred to Women in Industry Service,

for attention.

e '?779'%»//

Commi%sioner of Labor Statistics.

9,
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Your letter

Ale

JUrvey

been prepared for pub-

dus
1 be impossible for ue

atorial is

in relation to the introduction of women into chemiecal

industried I sh:i e g »«d to send you coplee or lst you

know where they

Van Klesck.
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THE CALcCO CHEMICAL COMPANY

MAIN OFFICE
AND
WORKS

BOUND BROOK,N.J.

NEW YORK OFFICE
WOOLWORTH BUILDING

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO THE (zOMPANY AND REFER TO

ad o e al 4.l &
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Novembsr 28,:1918s

Mrs. Saamel Sempls,
Titueville, Pa,
My dear Mrs. Somplo_:'-

I have been very sorry to hear of the proposal to relax
the regulations of the Pemnsylvamia Industrial Board regardiing the )
employuent of women in processes inwolving the use of nitro and umido
compounds.

The Committee on Hazardous Occupations did not reach & cond
clusion on this specific subject. It was their gemsral opinion during
the period of the war that if the effect of noison on women was noy
different from its effect on men, there was no reascn from a health
standpoint for not permitting women to be employed in trades involving
the use of poisons.

Now, however, the emergency of the war is passed and it is
necessary that there should be safeguards which shall prevent the intro-
duction of women into those groups of occupations for which it is most
difficult to secure men. The poisomous trades are illustrations.

Certainly it is a fair stand to take to say that wonen should
not be employed in ary plant in dangerous or poisoncus trades unless
every possible safeguard has been established in the plant ani if the
Industrial Board should in any way relax its present regulations, I would
hope that it would substitute a regulation of this kinl which would re-
quire inspection in advance befors women should be permitted %o work.

I am not at all sure that it is demonstrated that women are not
more susceptilble to these poisons then men. It would be possible of course
for the effect of a poison to be the same and yet for women to be more
liable to be poisoned. Certain forelgn investigations of the susceptibility
of women t3°#digons quoted by Dr. Alice Banilton in a manuscript soon £0
be published, ascribes the greater susceptibility of women to their lower
wages ani consequertly their lower vitality through insufficiemt nourish-
ment.

Moreover id it quite clear that the health of wouen is not more
vital to the race than the health of wmen. Until this poimt is disproved
and umil it is also proved that women are not more susceptible than men,
we are justified I believe, in waintaining every possible safeguard. In
other words the burden of proof would seem to me to be clearly upon theses
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who would e ncourage women to go into the dangerous trades.

As to the Commnity Ladbor Boards, the opinion of the Employ-
ment Service is that they are most important in the presemt situation
and there is mo thought of abanioning them or deferring their opsration.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Van Kleeck, Director
Woman in Industry Servige.
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Dr. Trancis D, Pattersen,
Department of Labor and Industry,
Thirdé and North Streets,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvenia.

My dear Dr. Patterson:

The Committee orn Hazardous CQccupations is not malking
any investigation of the smployment of woren in Handling nitro
and smido compounds., Wsz had under consideration at one meeting
the whole question of employment which should be prohibited to
and it was doubtless this consideration of the sabtfect

Uve

en,

N ok Blace o e - E A
which Mrs, Semple had in mind,

Am I right in b ng that the Pennsylvania labor

law has some atringent regulations as to the employment of women
in

in industries of this kind., Now that the wer emergency is pash

I would say that so far as the foman in Industry Service is con=-

cerned, we are much opposed tc the employment of women in the
hoares Fhat t

roisoncus processes of industry, and hope that
gtrengthening of the labor laws of the states on these subjeocts.

ere may be a
' 3

We shall greatly appreciate 1t if you will let us have
the results of your investigations and conclusions on this subject
when they are available.

Mary Van Klaeck, Director,
Woman in Industry Service.
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CiviL ENGINEER

JOHN $. SPICER

McNichols

CHEMICAL ENGINERR

ABRSENT ON UNITED STATESMILITARYSERVICE)

T. F. FOLTZ

MECHANICAL ENGINEER

GLENN W. MOFFATT

DEPARTMENT OF L
DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE AND ENGINEERING
THIRD AND NORTH STREETS

HARRISBURG November 18, 1918

subject: Employment of Women in the Nitro
and Amido Compound Industry

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director,
Division of Women in Industry,
U. S. Department of Labor,

209 Southern Building,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Miss Van Kleeck:

I understand from Mrs. Samuel Semple,
Member of our Industrial Board, that the
Federal Committee on Hazardous Occupations
is making an investigation upon the subject
of women handling nitro and amido compounds.

This Division is also making en investi-
gation on this subject, and I am convinced
that women are no more susceptible to nitro
end amido compounds than men, and I can see
no objection to their employment.

It will be an apprecisted courtesy if
you will advise me as to the result of your
investigation.

Very sincerelyfjsurs,

VZ;AA4az/:WtL5:lv4/1:.

Chief, Division of Hygiene
FDP-G

ce: Mr. Walker

INSPECTOR OF EXPLOSIVES
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November 4, 1918.

Mrs. Samuel Semple,
Titusville, Pa.

My dear Mrs. Semple:

Mr. Roach of the New Jersey Department,cat my request,
sent me a letter recently regarding occupations from which he
believes women should be excluded. It includes processes involving
the use of nitro and amido gompounds. I have sent a copy of Mr,
Roach's letter to every member of our Committee on Hasardous  Occu-
pations and we shall hold a meeting shortly to discues the whole
subject of occupations from which women should be excluded. On the
basis of the orinions of the members of this Committes, I shall be
glad to write you more fully in answer to your guestions about the
Nitro and Amids Code for Pennsylvania. I do not kmow anything about
this specific problem but it seemse to we guite clear that women should

be imroduced firet into positions involving no danger from industrial
poisons ani only ae a last mecossary resort which we hope may not
eventuate, should they be admitted to those occupations in which nmo
safe guards against hagards have yot been discovered or applied.

The loss to the Department of Labor and Industry in Mr,
Palmer's removal, scems to me very serious. I am sure that it is
ereating rroblems for you.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Van Kleeck, Director
Woman in Industry Service.
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October 30, 1918,

Mrs. Sarmel Semple,
Tituavilag,
Parnsvivaiia.

par Mre. Sempled

1 wisk te admowledge your letter of October 25th

to Miss Van Kleeck which came during har absence from the
city for a few days. It will be brought to her attentitmn
upon her return.

Very truly vours,

Secretary to Miss Van Klee d,
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November I, 1918,

Dr. Alice Hamilton,

Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Depmrtment of Labor,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Dr. Hamilton:

The employment of young girls snd boys in the Prestolite
plant can be more adequately dealt with after the War Labor Policies
Board has adopted recommendations in your bulletin on the lead in-
dustries. May I count upon your sending it to me on Monday if poss ible,
as I want to bring it before the Committee on Hazardous Occupations
and have it adopted on Friday by the War Labor Policies Board? This
action will enable us to notify the Prestolite Company to dismiss
the girle and we shall be able to add that the boys also shonld not
be employed. We can then ask Mrs, Cox to act for us with Miss Hewes
in securing enforcement., Until we have this vote of the War Labor
Policies Board, how@ver, about the prohibition of the employment of
women in the lead industries, there is no cther effective way of
taking action. Will you see that Mr. Welter's report on the Presto-
like Company is in our hands as soon as possible?

Sincerely youm,

Mary Van Kleeck, Director,
Woman in Industry Service,
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NOV 6. AM.
Full~-House, Chicago.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
WASHINGTON

2 " e LV al 1
Miss *ary Van ;lee0f
Vomen in Industry Service
e
L =5

TN

shington, D.C.
Van Kleeck:

I have just returned fror Indianapolis where with Mr. Weléer of
ublic Health Service I visited the last storage battery plant,
the Prestolite. This is so bad, in several ways worse than the U.S.
Light and Heat, that sorething should be done about it pretty promptly.
I understend they are workins on Government contracts to a great
extent.

The Indiana law seems t0 be very waek, both as regards conditions
and as regards hours, so it seems to be a case for Federal intervention.
They are employing girls without proper toilet accomodations, with very
insufficient medical supervision, and letting ther work too long hours.
Aceording to the state law they ray not work ther more than sixty hours
a week, hut they divide the sixty by five and a half, in order to have
the Saturday half holiday, thus letting them work as much as twelve
hours two or three times a week.

I have never seen such young boys in this work before. In the
pasting room, where neither women nor boys should be erployed, there
are three girls, three rifteen-year old boys, and five young lads who
are certainly under eighteen. They are working in the most dangerous
part of the plant. The rest of the woren are in burning and assembling,
less dangerous work, but they are not safeguarded by careful cleaning
of benches and floor, nor are they given working clothes. 4 woman start-
ine to0 work there must invest at least $3.50 during the first week if
she is to be properly clothed.

It is another case of abs andlordisme. There is no use
tryving to do anything with the man in charge, for he must make good to
the New York office and that means inz dowvn expenses and getting
cheap labor. The office th ig £ of 11tt1b girls who look no more
than fourteen. The iresfolltn Company has heen taken into a combine
with the Union Carbide Compan; and the National Carbon Company. I,
suppose the way to rmanage will be to deal with the heads on the basis
of their Govenrment contracts.

Roy Velter, who is in Fittsburgh now, has the full details of
our inspection. If you cannot reach hir I can write out my notes for
you.

Sincerely yours

Qe Mote




DZ" Ali‘lc’. ::.,.’4‘“.1“"....')’;‘.,
Hull House,
Chicago.

My dear Dr. Hamilton:

I wish to ackrowledge your lstters of Novembaer first
to Miss Van Kleeck, which came during her abnence [frow the city
for a few daye. They will be brought to her attentlon upon he:
rot‘m-

Vory truly yours,

Secretary to Miss Van Klseck.,
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COMMISSICNERS: STATE OF NEW YORK y B.UREAU OF INSPECTION

JOHN MITCHELL, CHAIRMAN
Eofine . Lo DEPARTMENT OF LABOR JAMES M. LYNCH
JAMES M. LYNCH

HENRY D. Saven STATE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION JAMES L. GERNON

FimsT DEPUTY COMMISBIONER

CAPITOL, ALBANY IN CHangE

SUFERYISING COMMISRIONER

WILLIAM 8. COFFEY, StcazTany

NEW YORK OFFICE, 230 FIFTH AVENUE

NEW YORK, November ©, 1918.

Migs Mary Van Kleeck, Director,
Woman In Industry Service,

U. S. Department of Labor,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Madam:?

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October
28th with copy of enclosure of letter from Mr. John Roach, Chief,
Bureau of Hygiene and Sanitation, Department of Labor, State of
New Jersey in which you invite an expression of opinion regarding
Mr . Roach's suggestion.

I agree with Mr. Roach in which he states that in various
inetances a number of trade poisens are used in industries which
are harmful to the human system. In this matter we have made
physical examinations of persons, not alone women but men, who have
been exposed to various dusts, fumes, ganes and other substances
which have been the cause of industrial diseases.

Our Law relating to ventilation is decidedly rigid along
these lines and there are but few instances which cannot be taken
care of by means of proper ventilation systems.

Relative to that section in which Mr. Roach says that
women should not be permitted to work about lead corroding,
would say no more lead corroding is carried on in the State of New York.

Yhere women are exposed to poisonous dusts and vapors, our
Law, (New York State Labor Law), is so rigid and expliclt to cauase
provigion for proper exhaust systems and methods for the removal of
such dusts, vapors, fumes or gases.

There is but one place in which two or three women are
exposed to arsenic. This 1s in the manufacture of paris green.
Sanitary devices are provided for these two women to such an extent
that they are in mo way of danger.

Phosphorous is manufactured in but one place in this
State, and in that place no women are employed.

Relative to mercury, no cases of ococupational diseases

have been reported to this’ pepartment, although an extensive survey
has been carried on.
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INDUSTRIAL SAFETY CONGRESS

THE THIRD ANNUAL NEW YORK STATE INDUSTRIAL SAFETY CONGRESS
will be held at Syracuse on
DECEMBER 2, 3, 4 and 5, 1918,
Under the auspices of the State Industrial’cdmmission.
Everyone interested in the elimination of accidents in industry
i1s 1nvited.
For employers i1t means knowledge of the latest safe practices
and devices, increased production, and the cutting down of the éost
of compensation. |
For employees it means education to increase their earning power,
conserve their physical resources and eliminate sorrow and money loss
by the avoidance of disability and untimely death.
For both employer and employee it means a better understanding
of the problems of each, a closer co—operation for mutual advantage
and a happler future for the industry.
The program will be ready in October. If you cannot attend all
sessions, get a resume of the program from the State Industrial
Commission, 230 Fifth Avenue, New York City, and attend on the day

or days which will be of most benefit to you.



- -

Where women are employed in the manufacture of thermometers,
precautions have been taken by this Department to so provide means
of ventilation and prohibiting eating in workrooms; hot water, soap
and individual towels to be furnished by the firm.

This Department is at present engaged in having a Committee
study the conditions surrounding hide-handlers in this State in which
Anthrax has occurred.

A pamphlet has been prepared and circulated among tanners
and hide-handlers, the result of which has been that only two or three
cases of Anthrax has been reported within the last year.

It is a simple matter to provide means of ventilation for
the removal of nitrous fumes in the nitrating of cotton, and it would
be in my opinion as safe to allow women to work at this as men if
proper means of ventilation were provided.

There is but one plant in this State in which the nitrating of
cotton is carried on, and that entirely by men. Within this plant,
the department has devoted a great deal of time toward securing proper,
sufficient and adequate ventilation for the entire elimination of
such fumes.

If in other States conditions are not as they are in this
State, men working at these processes would be subjected to
occupational poisoning as well as women, in which their health should
be guarded as well as those of women. If conditions were not found
to guard their health, steps should be taken to give the utmost
protection to both men and women alike.

I am of the opinicn in any trade that no women should be
obliged to 1ift a weight more than 35 lbs. or to push or pull a
weight in which the same amount of exertion would be required.

In my opinion, women will replace men in various industries
for several years, not only account of the war which will remove many
men outright from the factories, etc., and incapacitate others, but
also on account of the very high cost of living, which has made it
necessary for many women previously engaged in domestic life, to leave
their homes and enter the industrial field, that they may earn
sufficient to provide for themselves and non-working members of their
families. For these reasons, it is well %o accept the fact that
women will enter various industries in which men alone have formerly
been empleyed. In consequence many changes will octcur. It is necessary
not only to provide additiomal guarding of machinery but also to
engage trained workers or nurses, who will assist the enplgymegt agent
in placing women and also supervise their health, theréby insuring
better health for the workers, a good attendance and an increased pro-

duction.

Respectfully, ()  “ gt i o

-
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November 7, 1918,

Commnissioner James Lygnch,

New York Ssate Industrial Commdéssion,
New York City.

My dear Mr. Iynch:

As we have not heard from you in response to our
invitation to the Industrial Commission of New York State to
name two representatives to serve on the Comnittee on Hazardous
Occupations, we fear that the letter sent you immediately after
our conference in Washington at which you were present must have
gone astray.

The next meeting of the Commnittee will be held Monday

afternoon, November eleventh, at four o'clock, in the Southern

Building, Room 209, and we should be very glad if you or Mr. Gernon

can be present.

Very truly yours,

Secretary, Committee on Hazardous Occuvations.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF STANDARDS
C0 :WCW WASHINGTON November 5, 1918,

ADDRESS REPLY TO

BUREAU OF STANDARDS
-

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director,
Woman in Industry Service,
U. S. Department of Labor,
washington , D. C.
Dear Miss Van Kleeck:
Your letter of October 28, with enclosure from Mr,
John Roach of the Department of Labor of New Jersey is
recelved, I am in entire accord with Mr. Roach on the

sub ject of the employment of women in industrial processes

which are exposed to industrial poison, although I believe

the degree of exposure should geceive consideration,

By way of a parenthetical statement, I believe that
great emphasis should be laid on the subject of handling
{ndustrial poisons mechanically. I see no reason why
machinery, practically automatlc in action could not be
developed for this work. A good example of this is the
nitration of cotton by the centrifugal process,

I shall be glad to receive Dr, Alic Hamilton's

Bulletin as soon as practicable,

Very truly yours,

il @ @adee—

Associate Electrical Engineer.
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Hull-House, Chicago.

iss Van Kleeck:

Just as I was aboutkc mail my letter to you I receiyed one
from you enclosing a communication from John Reach of the New Jersey
Departrent of Labor on the occupations which should be closed to
women because of the hazard to health.

Mr. Roach proceeds on the principle that women must not be
employed in the dangerous trades. If we accept that, then his letter
is very comprehensive, so far as the dancerous trades in his state are
concerned ,and indeed it covers most of those in other stzated. But I
am not ready to accept thet principle. I am not rezsdy to g0 further
than to say that women must not be employed in a trade which exposes
ther to sore danger to which they are more sensitive then men are or
which has on them a more disastrous effect then it has on men. So far
as our present knowledge goes, this primciple would shut out the
occupations in which there is excessive muscular exertion especially
lifting, and those in which there is danger of lead poisoning, and

probably those which involve exposure to great heat. Ferhaps we shall
be abt& to add to these later on, when we learn more about certein
trade poisons, but just now we do not know that any of those mentioned
by Mr. Roach are more intense or more disastrous in kheir action on

woren than on men.

The bulletin on women in the lead trades went to Dr. Meeker
last Mondaye. I think he means to push the publication as much as possis
ble, but how much that will vbe I do not know. Things seem to wait a
good while in the Printing Office nowadays.

’incerely yours

Ed 6.5 et it
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All communications should be accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to |

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE

To insure prompt attention,

in replying refer to PRODUCTION DIVISION ADR/meh

/}/.‘:) No._?,j/.élr -

WASHINGTON

Attention of V. October 31, 1918

Capt. A,D.Reiley

igitized for FRASER

Prom; Major B, H, Gitchell, Indus trial Service Sec-
tion, Safety and Sanitation Branch

To: Miss Mary Van Kleek, Director, Women in Industry
Service, U, S. Department of Labor

Subject: Trades in which Women should not be Employed.

l, Your letter of Oct., 28th, enclosing copy of letter
from Mr. John Roach, Chief of the Bureau of Hygiene and San-
itation, Dept. of Labor of the State of New Jersey, is re-
ceived.

2. Mr, Roach appeérs to take the ground that women should
not be employed in any industry that involves handling of
trade poisons.

3, The argument has been heretofore as to whether this
ground was a proper one, or whether the ground whiech should
be taken in the present emergency was not more properly wheth-
er women should not be employed in those industries which have
a distinet effect upon them that they would not have on work-
ers of the opposite sex.

4, Such a trade poison we know is lead.

5., As to whether there is a distinet sex basis for pro-
hibiting the employment of women in arseniec and in mercury
trades, I confess I do not know, I have seen women employed
in the felt hat industry, although not in the more dangerous
processes, such as carrotting, pouncing, sizing, ete.

6« As to the munition trade, I think we can say it has
not been established they are in any way more dangerous to
women than to men. Therefore, in this emergency, it does not
eeem to me that we can take the position that women should
not be employed because of the poisonous nature of the work.
What we certainly know, is that they are being employed, heand-
ling practically all the materials used in the manufacture
of munitions, and not in isolated instances, but by thousands,
and in such a wide range of processes that I doubt if it
would be

tps://fraser.stlouisfed.org



possible to shut them out of any particular process on the
ground of exposure to trade poisons.

7. As to phosphorus, their use in the manufacture of
incendiary ammunition is of necessity not very wide, but
their exposure to phosphorus poisoning in this trade is cer-
tainly not as great as in match factories, where they have been
employed for many, many years.

8 I think it would be advisable to have ameetine of the Com-

mi ttee on Hazardous Qccupations at a very early date in order
that further activities may be discussed.

B, H. GITCHELL,
Mejor, Ord. Dept), U.S.A

BY: /¢ /71 .

,/

A. D. REILFY,
Capte, Ord. Dept., U

litized for FRASER
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

WASHINGTON
October 31, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry Service,
Washington, De Ce

I have your letter of the 28th instant, enclosing copy of a letter
addressed to you by Mr. John Roach, Chief of the Bureau of Hygiene and
Sanitation of New Jerseye

I do not agree with Mr. Roach that all occupations in which there
is exposure to any kind of poison should be barred to women. That is
going much too far. The danger to the housewife who cooks over a gas
range is much greater than the danger of poisoning in many of the
processes mentioned by Mr. Roach, yet nobody has suggested that women
should be prohibited from doing housework because of the poison hazard
involved. Ungquestionably women should be forbidden to work in occupa-
tione in which there is any considerable danger from lead poisoninge

I would certainly exclude them from the occupation of dipping in pot-
teries, paint grinding, the occupations in the making of lead storage
batteries i which there is danger of lead poisoning, and all other
occupations where there is any considerable risk from lead poisonings.
not yet ready to say that women should be excluded from the print-
ing trades, even though lead poisoning does occur in them.

I am1

As to the manufacture of nitro and amido compounds, I am willing
to agree with Mr. Roach that women are more susceptible to poisoning from
these compounds than are mele. I should also like to see women excluded
£rom the more hazardous occupations in which mercury poisuning occurs,
but I think that the making of thermometers is not one of those oc-
cupations.

0f course, no human beings, men or women, should be exposed to
the hazards of coming in contact with white phosphorus. The other
poisons mentioned by Mr. Roach I am either mot familliar enough with
to have an opinion or else I think the danger is s0 inconsiderable
thet it is not expedient at this time to prohibit women entering
employments in which such poisons occur.

Z>

muiscioner of Labor Statistics.
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October 30, 1918,

Miss Wilmer I. Ball,

Department of Women and Children in Industry,
Council of National Defense,

612 St, Clair Avenue,

Cleveland, Ohio,

My dear Mies Bali:

Dr., Alice Hamilton handed me your report on the Thdodore
Kundtz factory. We are honing shortly with Dr. Hamilton's helr
to have our Committes on Haszardous Occupnations take up the subjsct
of hazards in the airvlane industry, and the informatien which
you have sent us will be valuable in that conaection. Pending
that kind of an inquiry, which would lead to constructive proposals,
it ies not likely that at this moment aciion could be secursd,

since,as you state, there is no 7iolation of the laws in this instance.
I shall let you knew later if we are able to make this investigation.

Very truly yours,

Mary Van Kleeck, Diractor,
Woman in Industry Service,




DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN INDUSTRY
WomAaN's COMMITTEE
OHIO BRANCH
CoOUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
612 S1. CLAIR AVENUE

CLEVELAND, OHIO

oesibility.
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Sept. 20, 1918,

Htoen. Hetcee .

2Lt et

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS

o

-

Letter from Wilmer I. Ball calling attention to effect on health e
of employment in varnishing, rubbing and polishing woodwork parts
on airplass in the Theodore Kundtz factory, Cleveladd, Ohio.

) /
August 21, 1918. See Correspondence from Lillian C. Hires regarding the effects

of ether on women.workers at Dupont Plant at Carney's Point,

October 15, 1918. See letter from John Roach suggesting occupations from which
women should be prohibited.

On prohibition of employment

-
ent
(Abyal Meek

1t of women
ar,

see following let
November 1; Captain
Dakes on night employment of
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October 28, 1918,

" Lt. Colonel H. E. Mock,

Surgeon General's Office,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Colonel Mock:

The onclosed letter from Mr. John Roach of the
Departument of Labor of New Jersey, was writtea in response
to my request for his opinion as to the necessity for pro-
hibiting the employwent of wowen in certain occupations or
processes involving exposure to trade poisons.

This is & matter to which we hope the Committee
on Hazardous Occurations will give very serious attention.
In preparation for discussion at our next meeting, the date
for which is not yet determined, I should appreciate an ex-
pression of oninion from you regarding Mr. Roach's suggestion.

I would add that Dr. Alice Hamilton is preparing a
bulletin for you on the employment of women in the lead in-
dustries and we hope to submit it to the Committee for endorse~
ment about November let. It will include & statement of
prohibited processes in the lead trades and the question now
is whether other industrial poisons should be dealt with in
the same way.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Van Kleegk, Director
Woman in Industry Service.
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FORM NO

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFF ICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE

INTRAOFFICE MEMORANDUM

FOR USE WITHIN THE ORDNANCE OFFICE ONLY

DATE 8/13/18

MECaptain‘,ij_e iley

NA 8UREAU OR DIV, f SEGTION

ﬁﬁyuss VanKleegck

BUREAU OR DIV . SECTION

SUBJECT:

l. The attached letter is
forwarded for your approval.
If satisfactory please return
to this office and it will be
Sent to addressee.

NO CARBON AND NO RECORD UNLESS ESPECIAL-

tized for FRASERLY REQUESTED. PEN OR PENCIL MAY BE USED.
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All communieations should be accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to

WAR DEPARTMENT {\\\
To iisthe peaiil dinintin; OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE ’Tj
in replying refer to PRODUCTION DIVISION .2
WASHINGTON A:DR/RO:B —

No. _ b

Attention of \k
S — August 13, 1918. [5

From: Captain A. D, Reiley, Staff Section, Pro- =
duction Division [N

‘ Ry

To: Dr. Royal Meeker, Commissioner of Labor \

Statisties, U. S. Department of Labor, l
o Washington, D. C.

Subject: Work of the Niagara Falls Investigation, i\
Undertaken by the Women in Industry Service <3
of the Department of Labor - Miss Mary Van- ..
Kleeck, Director. *{f

a~
1. In response to the letter which passed 9

through your hands from the Employers' Association of R

Niagara Falls, requesting permission to employ women in <

the chemical industries of Nisgara Falls, the following -

Committee was Olm&" “/fﬁ /~r 1 ke e P L WI¥Peqiy M o (114 y/\/k

e nakd
| f~f*“ﬂ“74Lt. Cot. Mook, Chairman,
e Capt. A. D. Reiley, Secretary,
Miss Mary VanKleeck, Director,
o Womegn in Industry Service, of the
Department of Labor, Ex-offico,

Members: Dr. Alice Hamilton,
Bureau of Lebor Statigtics;
Miss Mary Anderscn, Womzn‘l Industri??
Service;
&f'Commander Donald Riley, Navy Department;
Mr. John Vogt, N. Y. State Dept. of Labor;
Capt. Harold c. Bredley, Gas Defense Servics;
| Dr. Richard M. Pearce, Nat'l. Research Council;
] Dr. W. J. Schereschewsky, Public Health Serwice;

| . Dr. George M. Price, By. of Labor Stapistics;
Mr. Ethakert Stewar nspection ané(iiiggt ;;g?
\Vk&bl ;u ) ., \>> tigetion) Service, eﬁértméﬁf’of’Labor. e
‘ § 1{%+ Dr .~65 aters, of the Buresu of Standards,
)\'U ”"“*" has 51nce been added to the Committee.

1

A
C.) ‘;u A j \,‘—

3)& Mji oK D u,wm“ i
o 8.2 ’
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2. The following Steering Committee was o
formed: “N v
Dr., W. J. Schereshewsky, }5 3
Miss Mary Anderson, e )
Miss Nelle Swartz, e,
Mr. John Vogt, &nd "jsm\\

Capt. A. D.  Reiley, Chairman.

Wﬁ The actual\work at Niagara Falls has been _ﬁ
undertaken pedmafpsiiy by the Public Health Service o)W
« . @assisted by exPerts%é;om the various Departments interested.
V. Bupervisors of th#s|Work are Captain A. J. Lanza, United
States Public Health Service, Miss VanKleeck, Captain R.
R. Ray, of the Rochester District Ordnance Office and
Captain Reiley. -7

3 ql. The!%ﬁhkiég;-of the investigation is to

ascertain what jobs in the factories of Niagara Falls are =~
x first: suitable for women; second: can women be employed
\ under the same conditions as men.

\ ¥ The working force consists of industrial
- _—physicians, safety engineers and sanitary engineers and
.*i{:f;-practical concrete results are expected, plant by plant.

work-at—Niegera -Pells -is to-be-divided
between—the-supervisors and results and recommendsatitns Tre-, o
portedto~the Committeeas Tound. 0 _*f ‘ \U»Lfgu;
i |
« The investigation involves-the study of the ‘xJ‘
fumes, gases and dusts, and better methods for their re-
moval- also the questlon of heat( general working condi-
tions and living conditions and tgén8portation, together with
all the related matters. Ff<there—ie-eany-further-informa-
=tion which I can furnish on the subject, 1T Wil ve-moust
happy-to-do-80.

« Copy of letter from the Employers' Association
is attached for your information.

A. D. Reiley,

Enc. Ceptain, Ordnance R. C.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE

PRODUCTION DIVISION
SEVENTH AND B STREETS NW.
WASHINGTON

Answer should be addressed to “ Section, Production Division, Seventh W., Washington, D. C.”
In replying refer to No.
August 13, 1918,
From: Captain A. D. Reiley, Staff Seetiom, Pro-
duetion Division
Te: Dr. Royal Neeker, Commissiomer of Laber

Stetisties, U. S. Department of Labor
Weshington, D. C. | 2

Subject: Work of the Hiagars Palls Investigation
Salertaien by She Mamen $n Intestey Service
of the artment of lLabor -~ Miss Van-
Kleeck, tor.

l. In response to the letter whieh
through m hands from the Employers’ Assoeiation of
e shemioad ndusirios S Fiaeate Fier Toe’Sormeminn
o alls,
Committee wae organized: . -

Lt. Col. Nock, Chairman,

c‘"o A, D, 3.1107. “mm’.

li:' 'lr{ '-n”tth » Direetor,
omen in Indus Service, of the
Department of r, Ex-offico,

Members: Dr, Alice Hamilton
Bureau of laber éuu-tm;
Niss Mary Anderson, Women's Industrial

ce;

Commander Domald Riley, Navy artment ;
Capt. Harold G. Bradley, Gas Defense Seetiom;
Dr. Richard M. Pearce, Hat'l. Research Couneil ;
Dr. W. J. Sehereschewsky, Public Health Serwiece;
Dr. George M. Price, Bu. of Iabor Statistics;
Mr. Ethalert Stewart, Inspection and Inves-

tigation Service, artment of Labor.
Dr. C, E. Waters, of the Bureau of Standards,
hes since been sdded to the Committee.

gitized for FRASER




2.

2. The following Steering Committee was
formed:

Dy, W, J. Seheresbewsky,
Miss Anderson,

Miss Nelle Swarts,

Mr, John Vogt, snd

Capt. A, D, Rediley, Chairman,

8. The setusl work at N Falle has been
undertaken primei ¥y by the Public Health Service
assisted by expertis from the various Departments interested.
Supervisors of this work are oauu A, J. Langa, United
States Public Health Service 88 VanKleeeck, Captain R,

R. Ray, of the Rochester District Ordnsmee Office, and
Captain Reiley.

4. The fumetion of the imvestigation is te
asgertain what jobs im the factories of Niagara Falle are -
first: suitable for women; second: can women be employed
under the same conditions as men.

6., The working forece comeists of industrial
physieians, safety engineers and sanitary engineers and
xrntiul. conerete results are expected, plamt by plant,

upervising of the work at Niagara Falle ies to be divided

between the supervisors and results and recommendations re~
ported to the Committee as found, :

6. The investigation involves the study of the
fumes, gasee and dusts, and better methods for their re-
moval; also the question of heat, general working oondi-
tions and living c¢onditions and transportation, together with
all the related matters. If there is any further gar.ru-
tion which I can furnish on the subjeet, I will be most
happy to do so0.

7. Copy of letter from the Employers' Associstion
is attsched for your information.

A, D, 301101.

Captain, Oydnance R, C,
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November 4, 1918.

%90!' Hc CQ B!’Gdl.”.

Chemical Warfare Service, N. A.,
War Department, Unit F., Floor 3,
Washington, D. C,

My dear Major Bradley:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of October 3lat to
Miss Van Kleeck, which came during her absence from the city
for a few days. It will be brought to her attention on her

returmn.

Very truly yours,

Secretary to Miss Van Kleeck.



WAR DEPARTMENT
CHEMICAL WARFARE SERVICE, N. A.
UNIT F, FLOOR 3
SEVENTH AND B STREETS NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

In reply refer to

1r ( Rradl a
e ve DIUULTY e
.

y 5 Mhawmt Sl
ady) Ol Gaemical iead L Ll

v NOLVLUCe
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STATE OF NEW JERSPY
DEPARTENT OF LABOR, _

' ¥ granten, N. J. Oct. 15, 1918,
Miss Mary Van Kleeck, v
$ §04 Quray Building, ‘
Waghington, D. C.
My desr Miss Van Kleogk:

I am writing this letter to you in accordance with my promise
to make out n list of industrial occupations or processes involving the exposure
of workers to the affects of trade polsons that in oy judgement should not be open
to women employecs.

There o great meny industrial trade poisons used in industry thes
are hurtful to the human system and the affect of some of these trada polsons is so
well understood that it is doubtful whether we should permit women to work in pro-
cesses involving an exposure to them., Roughly I should eay that women should not
be permitted to work im processes where they are exposed to poisonous nitro snd >
anido compounds, I am enclosing you sur Safety Standerd covering the mamfs dure
of Nitro and Amido compounis which clsarly indicste the nitro and amido compounds
that experts have decided are polsonous.

Women should mot be parmitted to work around lead cerroding,
lead oxidising or paint grainding processos where they are exposed to poisonous
dusts and vapors. I am enclosing you our Safety Standards covering this subject.
: In addition I should urge againet the omployment of women in
processes invelving them to an exposure to arsenic, mercury or phosphorous.

Arsenic is comwnly used in temporing lead shot, It l1a alse
used in the mamufacture of a wariety of agrioultural sprays (ingluding lead
arsenate, Paris Greem, Sheels Groen), Mercury ie wsed extensively in sarrotting
hatters® fur. An exposure to mercury polsoning also occurs in handling carrotted
fur in the hatting industry., An exposure to mercury may occur in the manufacture
of thermemeters, also in plants mamufacturing certain types of incandescent lamps.

It may not be gonsidered advisable to prohibit the employment of \\\
women in the meking of thermometsrs or where an @xposure ogeours in the lamp trade, 3
bocause from all we ean learn polgoning in these industries is infrequent, It '
would be imteresting, however, te know just how much poiscning occure in the far '
preparing trade if statistics on this subject were avallable, I would further say (|
that women should nmot be employed in the handling of raw hides or wool that are
exported from countries where anthrax prevails. A great many cages of anthrax occur
yesarly in the leather genters such as Philadelphia, Camden, N, J. and other places
of 1iks importance in this trade, So far the hand!ing of these raw skins that
mey contain the amthrax germ has been done entir®}§ by men, but in view of the war
peceesity I can readily imagine that an affort may be made to introduce women in
this kind of worke, I should say it should be placed on the prohihited 1ist,

I am also convinced that womem should not be employed in cotton
nitration plants or in phenol nitration plants where they are exposed to nitrouas

oxide vapors.

N
o

Thiag may only be a partial list of the employments that on sent-
{imental grounds we should consider ¢losed to women., It may be that a careful exam-
ination into industrisl processes will indicate many more occupations that women
ghould met be smployed in., For the present however, I would confine the discusaion
to the above list. '
ot (2 ¢ Prasting this is the informatlon you desire, I am,

Yours vary truly,
(signed) John Reach, Chief
’

Buresu of Hygiene and Sanitations
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In re()ly referto No.

NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF ORDNANCE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Regulations ng@1n°* the Employment
of Women in Certain Industries.

Reference: Letter of Woman in Industry Service,
October 28, 1918.

adams;:-

the consideration of 1re bject stated, there
ar to exist two primary questi

1. Is the specified industry ouch as to pro-
hibit the Cnl*OJLCLL of human beings without alter-
ations in the technique of the industry?

2. Is the industry of suech & nature as to al-
low well recognized differentiation between male
and female employment?

t is the underste nalng of the Navy representative
that the fundamental reason for the existence of the Woman
in Industry Service is to afford ways end means for the re-
PlaCbLCh1 of male hy female labor ~05 the period of the ex-
isting war,

It is therefore apparent that unless specific facts
develop an affirmative asnswer to eitner of guestions one
or two in the first paragraph, no restriction upon female
employment in en industry is to be considered.

In those industries where the employment of humans
or the CUIlOJmCht of females to relieve meles without mod-
ification of the technique of the process is undesirable
and where change of technigue or non-employment of females
is recommended, there asppears to be six and only six me thods
for the exeecution of the recommendations,

1. The enforcement of existing federal and state

Jeglolption.
. The creation and enforcement of new federal

and steate legislation,

3., Voluntary agreements and understandings be-
tween the sdministration end certaein industries

4, The regulation of contractoral relations be-
tween the Government and its countrectors.

5., The reduction of raw material transportation

gitized for FRASER
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or lebor supprly to an industry through the action
of verious administrative agencies of the Govern-
ment. '

6. Intimidation through threat of execution
of four of the foregoing methods. '

The six methods stated divide themselves naturally
into two groups. The first three methods comprise the
authority, responsibility and duty of an efficient admin-
istration. The second three methods effect a usurpation
of the functions, responsibilities, authorities and duties
of the legislative branch of the federal and state govern-
ments by the federsl administration.

The desirebility of the usurpation of legislative
Functions by the sdministration is open to gravest doubt,
Assuming, however, that the present emergency would war-
rant such procedure, attention is invited to the follow-
ing considerations:

Shouwld it be desired to regulate contractual
reletions between the Government and its contractors, one
must remember that existing contracts can only be modified
by mutual consent, and can only be cencelled by the Gov-
ernment upon a fair and just basis, properly indemnifying
the contractor for loss of anticipated profit. The regu-
lation of future contracts is of course not open to this
objection, but through such restrictions the desire of con-
tractors to enter into relations with the Govermment would
be decreased, thus necessitating end causing higher prices
to be paid by the Government for its materials. Further,
such contractuzl provisions naturslly necessitate an ade-
quatemeans of inspection, investigation and control, The
Navy possesses no such means at the present time and it
may be guestioned that results obtained from the establish-
ment and administration of such a means of control would
justify the necessary diversion of skilled effort at the
present time. It is not known that other contracting de-
partments of the Government possess such control agencies.

Further, should it be desired to make effective the
recommendations of the Women in Industry Bervice through
the agency of reduction of raw material transportation or
labor supply, it must be remembered that the difficulties
of sdministration of this method are equal to, if not
greater than the regulation of contractual relations.

In reference to intimidation, the views of the
lNavy Department representative are that such action is im-
potent unless directly supported by other executive methods,
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October 22,

Mr. John Roach, Chief
Bureau of Hygiene and Sanitationm,
Department of Labor,
Trenton, N.J.
My dear Mr. Roach:

Many thanks for your letter of October 15th
outlining occupations from which it aight seem desirable to
exclude women. Your wide kmowledge of the poisonous trades,
makes your suggestions of great value to use and I shall use
it as & basis for discussion at the next meeting of our Commit tee
on Hagzarious Occupations. We expect shortly to lssue & bulletin
on women in the lead industries, which 1s now being prepared by
Dr. Alice Hamilton and this will include prohibition of employment
in certain processes. I shall hope to have a further conference
with you about this ani other matters.

One of our representatives is now visiting am ex-

plosives plant in Pemnsylvania and when she returns we shall wish

to discuss with you the inguiries suggested at the Philadelphia

conference. We shall want your help in outlining the processes in

the explosives industry in which themay prove possible to mmploy
women more extensively than at present.
May I ceall you attention to our present address,
Room 209, Southern Building, 15th and H Streets.
Sincerely yours,

Mary Van Kleeck, Director
Woman in Industry servics.




STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

Trenton, N. J., Oct. 15, 1918.

Miss Mary Van Kleeck,
604 Ouray Puilding,
8th & G. Streets, N. W.,
Washington, D. Ce.

My dear MissVan Kleeck:

1 am writing this letter to you in accordance with my
promise to make out a 1ist of industrial occupations or processes in-
volving the exposure of workers to the affects of trade poisons that in
my judgment should not be open to women employes.

There are a great many industrial trade poisons used
in industry that are hurtful to the human system and the affect of some
of these trade poisons is so well understood that it is doubtful whether
we should permit women to work in processes involving an exposure to
them. Roughly I should say that women should not be permitted to work in
processes where they are exposed to poisonous nitro and amido compounds,
I am enclosing you our Safety g+tandard covering the manufacture of
Nitro and Amido Compounds which clearly indicate the nitro and amido
compounds that experts have decided are poisonouse.

Women should not be permitted to work around lead

corroding, lead oxidizing or paint grinding processes where they are
exposed to poisonous dusts and vapors. I am enclosing you our Safety

standards covering this subject,

In addition I should urge against the employment of
women in processes involving them to an exposure to arsenic, mercury

or phospporous.

Arsenic is commonly used in tempering lead shot. It is
2180 used in the manufacture of a variety of agricultural sprays (includ-
ing lead arsenate, Paris Gredn, Sheels Green). Mercury is used exten-
sively in carrotting hatters' fur. An exposure to mercury poisoning
al3o occurs in handling carrotted fur in the hatting industry. An expos=
ure to mercury may occur in the manufacture of thermometers, also in
plants manufacturing certain types of incandescent lamps.

It may not be considered advisable to prohibit the
employment of women in the making of thermometers or where an exposure
occurs in the lamp trade, because from all we can learn poisoning in
these industries is infrequent, It would be interesting, however, to
know just how much poisoning occurs in the fur preparing trade if statis-
ties on this subject were available.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR.

/
I would further say that women should not be employed in the handling

of raw hides or wool that are exported from countries where anthrax pre-
vails. A great many cases of anthrax occur yearly in the leather

centers such as Phil=adelphia, Camden, N. J. and other places of like
importance in this trade, So far the handling of these raw skins that
may contain the anthrax germ has heen done entirely by men, but in

view of the war necessity I can readily imagine that an effort may be
made to introduce women in this kind of work. I should say it should be

placed on the nrohibited list.

I am also convinced that women should not be employed in
cotton nitration plants or in phenol nitration plants where they are

exposed to ni trous oxide vapors.

This may only be a partial list of the employments that on sent-
imental grounds we should consider closed to women. It may be that a
careful examination into industrial processes will indicate many
more occupations that women should not be employed in. For the present

however, I would confine the discussion to the above list.

Trusting this is the information you desire, I am

Yours very truly,c::§;2¢742§:,f1_ C: ED—1Z’£>1Z:T

Chief,
Bureau of Hygiene and Sanitation.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

N

~
Trenton,

Miss Mary Van Kleck,
604 Ouray Pldg.,
8th & G Sts., N.
Washington,
Dear Miss Van Kleck:
In #cordiance with my promise I am gsending you under
another cover a number of publicatidns in which you may be interested,

They include the reports of the Department of Labor,

for the years 1915, 1916, 1917.

ol

Instructions for the Inspection of Plants where
Aniline is produced or han iled.

Safety Standards for Le=ad Corroders, Leat
Sanitary and Engineering Industrial Standards.

Jafety Standards for the Manufacture of Nitro
Amido Compounds.

I thought you would be interested in the Report of
the Bureau of Hygiene and Sanisation contained in the above reports
which outline the scope of our activities in endeavoring to improve
1abor conditions so that the health of the workers in our varied
industries may be safeguarded. The Nitro and Amido regulations are
of special interest to you at ] time,

With kind personzl regards and hoping to have the

pleasure of visiting our New Jersey Plants with you in person, I am

Yours very txu <3
74;;/////191 Chief,

“u?ﬁ%u of Hy 3 e end Sanitation.

LR
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CHEMICAL WARFARE SERVICE, N. A.

UNIT F, FLOOR 3
SEVENTH AND B STREETS NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
- T a1

September 27, 1918
In repiy refer to P ;

lomen,

St ot a
osureevs.,
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

OFFICE OF

FIELD INVESTIGATIONS PITTSBURGH PA

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE

ligss Marv Van

Southern Building, Sec Floor
15+%

Doctor Holmes

A h g A
Howevel 3

known, Doctor Holmes has _ hi ou will com-

mnicate with him by Legray stating whether the meeting

is on Fridav or Safurday. Doctor Lanza therefore reguests
that I ask you kindly to iire

11\xin 7, ."i':»g;:-xru Falls,

of thlis meeting.

-

truly 'ours,
vl
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U. S.Licur &Ixat Corroration
MUNSEY BUILDING ,
WasniNnagrox, . C. Lzr

7
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September 4, 1918.

The U. S. Light and Heat Corporation,
Munsey Building,

Washirgton, D.(C.
Gentleuen: Attention of Mr. G. P. Wray

At & meeting of the Comunittee on Hazardous Occupations,
which has been dealirg with conditions at Niagara Falls, the request
nade to us by your representatives, Mr, Wray and Mr. Smith,for a
conference with the Committee regarding conditions in your Niagara
plant, was presented by me. Vembers of the Commnlttee will be in
Niagara Falls next wesk and will be glad to confer with your
representatives of your company on Thursday afternoon, Septewber
twelfth, at 2:30, at the office of the Committee in the Gluck
Building, Will you kindly advise us thie week siether or not this
isgoanvenient?

Very truly yours,

Mary Van Kleeck,
Director, Woman in Industry Service.
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OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT TELEGRAM GOVERNVENT BATES

September 3, 1918,
Dr. Alice Hamilton,

Hadlyme Lending,
Via Seabrook, Conn.

U. S. Ligkt report sent you by Folmes. Please send commenis to
Washi rzton, not Naw York, this week, 28 scon 28 possible.

Mary Van Kleeck.

vor Labor Admimstration - 1219 ~ Women in Indnstry Service.
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ave you had shipbuilding, shipyard, or dry-dock experience? _______ If yes, at what branch
of such work, and how long?
Shipwright? _______  Ship carpenter? wow-. Fastener? _____.. Boatbuilder?
Can you lay out work ?
Can you read blue prints?

Do you understand calking? ______________ SEC——— L

How soon could you respond after being asked to go to a shipyard for the Government ?

Please send here the names and addresses of two or three men, not members of the Brotherhood,

who have experience that might, under training, qualify them in some branch of shipyard work ?

o 14—1297
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1 Form 1201

CLASS OF SERVICE |SYMBOL
Telegram
Day Letter Blue

WESTERN UNIUN Night Message Nite

Night Message Nite T
e TN ‘\*‘:;m/ : Night Letter NL
b _— If none of these three symbols
;fp Dr;t:n:g atf):e:r;gseemth{‘ee symbols -_ & appears after the check (number of
eck (number of ds) this is a telegram.
words) this is a telegram. Other- :?:e;)scharacmisindlcnedbythe

wise its character
symbol aooeari?\g'i'f?g;c(ay:zd&:‘&e NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT | symhol appearing after the check.

CLASS OF SERVICE [SYMBOL

Telegram
Day Letter Blue

RECEIVED AT WYATT BUILDING, COR. 14TH AND F STS., WASHINGTON, D. C. “55en®

23
3BUM 28GVT NL '
NIAGARAFALLS NY AUG 31 1918

O L

MARY VANKLEECK- ‘ e
ARMY BUILDING 8 ANB G WASHINGTON BC

SENT DR HAMILTON US L REPORT LAST WEBNESPAY BUT WILL SPECIAL
ANOTHER TO THE ADERESS YOU GAVE ASKING HER TO SEND COMMENTS

HERE BEFORE TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 10
‘ HOLME S

e fOrﬁ%SEg/f_m / ‘v/ 2

aser. stlowsfed org
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¥AR LABOR POLICIES BOARD

July 22, 1918,

My dear Major-Osmeral Gorgas:

With the inereasing shortage of laber it is
becomirg necessary in many industries to introduce women, and the
newly established Women in Indusiry gervice of the Department of
Labor ie giving earsful attention to the conditions under which they
may be employed with the most effective resulta, Perhaps the most
gerious problems are encountered in the hazardous occ.rat in which
poisonous materials or otherwise dangerous processes ars to be found,
and the Yomen in Industry Service, at the request of ths MNational
Yar labor Policies Board, is arpointing a committse on Hazardous Oce
cupations to advise as to the desirability of prohibiting the emyloy-
ment of women in sertain ocecupatiens, and as o the best methods of
making the conditions safe in those processes in which it seems prae~
ticabls to employ women, The firet group of industriss to be brought
to the attention of the committes is that of the chemleal industries
of Niazara Falle., The attached letter frorm the Erployors' Association
there was the immediate occasion for the organization of such a

committes,

This committes sarnestly desires the services of
Lisutenant-Colonel Harry E. Mock and of Captain Harold Cornelius
Bradley of the Gas Defense Ssrvice, inasmuch as thelr expart knowledge
will be of great value in its work, and aloo beesuse it is desirasd te
have the Surgeon-Cene al's Office represented because it is interested
in the Niagars Palls industries th ouzh the econtracts of the Gas
Delense Service, 7o should greatly arpreciate it if you would permit
Colonel Mook and Captain Bradley to accept membership en this committee,
giving such time te this werk as would be consistent with thelir obligations
to the Surgson-General's office. Representatives of eother departments
of the govermment directly interested in any decisions which may he
reached as affecting their contracts in Niasars Falls are also being
invited,

Sircerely yours,

Ma jor-Oeneral ¥William C. Gorgas.




o 8

ICIAL BUSINESS TELEGRAM GOVERNMENT RATES

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
U. S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

WASHINGTON

Migirtatter, Jod) e July 22, 1918,
Rgnd. 42 A. Hs G, Hardwicke,

Employers Association of Niagara Falls
Gluck Building, Niazara Fallse,

COMMITTEE ON Hummmﬁﬂrmmnm BY WOMEN IN INDUSTRY
SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR WILL GIVE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION TO REQUEST
OF YOUR BMPLOYERS ASSOCIATION, MISS MARY ANDERSON REPRESENTING
THIS COMMITTER WILL REACH NIAGARA FALLS PROBABLY WEDNESDAY MORNING
AND WILL GET IN TOUCH WITH YOU AT ONCE, KINDLY GIVE HER FACILITIES
FOR INQUIRY INTO YOUR RRQUEST,

Mary Van Kleesk
Vomen in Industry Service,

VAR LABOR ADMINISTRATION--WOMEN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE, . .

I4—1527

Appropriation: "_.
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1.30 o'clock in the offlece of the Yomen in Industry Servic Duray
Building, ®izkth and G Streets, Room 604, Colansl Mock will be glad

® - AV proe .
to zive vou further datails of the plans at your convenience,

"

wxt faturday, June 27%th, at

Sincerely yours,

Dr. J. ¥, Schereschewsky,
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Division of Women in Industry

July 19, 1918,

My dear Colonsl Mocks
™ics 1 4 the noti al ady sent £ of {ho
'hic is to confimm the notice already sent out o
held on Sunday morning at ten o'clock, Room 604,

ng You deuvbtless have already the details as to

Ae .

g0 that this may be an unnscessary precaution,

ery truly vours,

Secretary to Miees Van Kleeck,

Lt. ~Codonel Harry E, Mock,
Surgeon Oeneral's Office,
Washington, D, Cq
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Division of Women in Industry

July 19, 1918,

My dear Mg, Chanerys
I encleose a copy of the letter from the Employers'
Association of Niasara Falls, as you may wish to have it in
advance of the meeting on Sunday, The comnmittee so farmappointed
includes the following:
Lt.-Col, Harry B. Mock, Office of the Surgeon General (accepted)
Captain Austin D, Reiley, Ordnance Department, (accepted)

Dr. Alice Hamilton, Bureau of laber Statistics, (accepted)
Miss Mary Anderson, Division of Women in Industry, (accepted)

1t,-Commander Donald Riley, Navy Department, (not yet accerted)
Mr, John Vogt, N. Y. State Department of Labor, (not yet accepted)

Colonel Mock ie to be the committee Chaiman, and Captain
Reiley Secretary, and the first meeting iz to be held as you know
at ten o'cleock Sunday morning, July 2lst, in the Ouray Building,

Room 604,

Sincerely yours,

Chief, Division of Women in Industry,

Mr, ¥William L, Chenery,
Committee om Public Information,
Gordon Hotel,

Sixteenth and I Streets,
Vashington, D. Cs
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Division of Wemen in Industry

uly 18, 1918,

My dear Cormander Rdldy:
At the request of the Natlomal Yar Labor Policies Board
the Division of Yomen in Induetry of the Department of Labor is
appointing a committee to deal with the problems suggested in the
attached letter from the Erpleoyers' Association of Wiasara Falls,
Believing that any decision as to the possible employment
of women in these industries should be based on a survey which will
undouvbtedly reveal conditions needing correction as affecting the
mwen now empleyed, it is desired to appoint a committee which will
represent the producing departments of the government now placing
emtracte in Niagara Falle, as well as the Federal Department of
1abor and the Wew York Btate Department of labor, Lisutenant-
Colonol, Barry E. Yook, of the Surgeon-~Seneral's office, has accepted
the ohairmanship, and Captain Avetin D, Reiley of the Ordmance Departe
ment will be Secretary,

Te earnestly hope that you will be willing to be a member

repregenting the Navy and bringing te the committee your expert

rnyvrledge of the shemical industries,

Either Captain Reiley or I will be very glad to talk with
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Cory

THE EMPLOVERS® ASSOCIATID:
of Hiagara Falla, N, Y,
Aluek Ruilting June 327, 1918,

Home Royal Meeker, Commissioner,
Ue 8¢ Dopartment of laber,
Tashingten, D, €,

Poar Sirg

The peculiar conditions which have arisen in eur country on
ageount of & state of war have eblizad the Tovernment to take sueh astion in
smergoneles which in pease tlaes eould mot have beon dome without legisiation,
We all recegnlze tho immende power, te maintain the equilibrium of secin) and
'ndustrial estivition with which Gongress has elothed owr President and whieh
has beon judiclously used far the bdenefit ofeur peeple,

The depletion of man power has, in certaln leealitios,
sariously orippid the War Departnent by eurtalling preduotion of sssentiala,
Wiagara Falls is one of these peints and the chemieal industries, producing
ehlorine, tave tic-eoda, saustio~pc tanh, farro-alloys, motallie racnesium, oaleium
carbide, 8leetrodosn, formaldnide, ;olson zaz and everything basie for the
'P.‘Iﬂi.l of wvar materiala, are umable to eporata to enpacity on account of the
labor shortase,

The only remedy is to supplant this man sherdaze with women
of those Qurepean States acoustowsd b laboring work, and repulsive an this may
appear to Acorioans, L1 19 & war neoessity and as easily sterped upor war ending
%8 L% is to intreduse it, Pelish women here are ansious and ready to go on shift
work of & hours, provided such permisston eeuld b obtained frem the Departront,
subjeot of course te supsrvision and Suopension with the sewer entrusted to the
President « eould your Departzont se far receds from its traditions and oustorms

.‘.’..El!m.. uwmm ok & permit to theas fao tarios?

Eash lndividunl (dust~y has a valfares and safaty dspartment
prosided ever by experte and in adiitden wo.dd be willine te amploy & wonan
superintendsnt to ses that the health of these womsn swployese was net imperilled
and to foree them %o elosely follew hygisnie, sanitary and rrecautionary measures
for selfeprotee tion,

Sush drastic aotien may at first glance shosk, dut when we
consider the neoessity for the protestion of the million moldiers and their
half millior ewmpeassistants und followers, is 1t not o duty, sven though
repulsive to ocur fres repudlisa: idecs?

¥e have twenty~ore suah industriss whieh could be apagded
up and run %0 espacity AF e permitted,

Resreetfully yours,
(Skid) As He 0. M'L.h.. See,
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THE. TRAVELERS
INSURANCE INDEMNITY

COMPANY COMPANY

ENGINEERING AND INSPECTION HARTFORD Aungust 21, 1918
DIVISION CONNECTICUT
JOHN L. THOMPSON. SUPERINTENDENT AP BUTLER . PRESIDENT

WILLIAM P. EALES. ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

ALLAN D. RISTEEN, DIRECTOR TECHNICAL RESEARCH
AND SAFETY PUBLICATION

WILLIAM FERGUSON, TRAVELING SUPERVISING ENGINEER

Depertment of Labor,
Women in Industry Service,

Washington, D. C,
#ent lemen i-

I have just received informe tion to the
effect that you have a committee that has in-
vest igated the occupationel hazards. in certain in-
dustries,. If any reports &s the result of your
investigation are available, I should greatly
appreciate your courtesy in forwarding them to me.

Yours very truly,

p{rj:lu/f)@ﬂ)k

RES/ IH Engineer,
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ouisfed.org




Form 1201

CLASS OF SERVICE |SYMBOL
Telegram
Day Letter Blue

Day Letter Blue
Night Message |  Nite Night Message Nite
Night Letter NL

Night Letter NL { L} -
If none of these three symbols | /.~ > 2 If none of these three symbols
appears after the check (number of = - appears after the check (number of
words) this is a telegram. Other- words) this is a telegram. Other-
wise its character is indicated by the i . wise its character isindicated by the
symhol appearing after the check. ' 4 symbol appearing after the check.

CLASS OF SERVICE |SYMBOL
Telegram

RECEIVED AT WYATT BUILDING, COR. 14TH AND F STS WASHINGTON, D. C. “gren®

618U CT 28 GOVY
NIAGARA FALLS Ny 1025A AJG 22 1918

M§SS 1 M PIERCE
ROOM 604 OURAY BLDG WASHN DC

CALL MEETING COMMITTEE HAZARDOUS: MONDAY TWO IF CONVENIENT COLONEL

MACK OTHERWISE TUESDAY AFTERNOON MONDAY PREFERABLE

VANKLEECK
10 3TAM

/)
NS

Y (G ”( i /‘/

\

P
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
WASHINGTON

pitized for FRASER
ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org




4 " 1 . nl L W
\usu ¢, 1918.
WY sl UT. ROcKOrs
hen | 1 ou vith you the Bogmation of
cCommlttee to dezl with the » i loymen i n in the
caemiciLs indus I Lil A d L i 1 L8 WL { ! i r)
cmaittee for th ing i i : K, an L e I it we!l
reocd &8st Dr. Humilton hou I'epl \ 416 i woorT
tatistics., It h i e . 8 ver, the coamittee
Bad & large pisce of work t vise r riing the introduction
4 a in h rdou upation 1ore, and i robable
that it =4 6 conting 120 ivieory grou 4N
L€ { 2% laport ¢ L feal justifi n 18 asking you to take \
\
wae to joim ‘{ts Wmocrail 0.v 4 nesat t widins
J I' Dl L f L lee’
4 NoLe 05 ) PR | sy 08 ¢ 101 n,[ )Ll Yol 9 Jr.
Hamilton Lo meet with ws st Niagar Falls on Wedne ¥ rolng,
Adzu [ At Lime Dall vér the I .L(.-iriAJ‘:r
repurte of the Tie iorker Al plan next steps. It ie hoped
) £ Lt B ¥ )€ 331018 t that tiae 1 HaK corvain

-3

e
o

v

l

'

.

[+ 4

8x ect to wmeet at the Prosoect H i69, whecn 18 also the best hotel
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION
Washington.,

August 8, 1918.

MEMORANDUM for Miss Van Kleeck:

Can meet with you Saturday at 1.30, Please advise

my office State, War & Navy Building, Telephone Branch -

-

e

2020, where the meeting will be held. .

B.'H. Gitchell . .,
Ma jor Ordnance, N. A"

BHG/LKS
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Form 1201

CLASS OF SERVICE |SYMBOL . D CLASS OF SERVICE [3YMEOL

Telegram 7 o™ \a Telegram
Day Letter Blue ) ‘ Zaeh ey Lanet —
' WEST RN UN"]N Night Message Nite

Night Message | Nite ‘\ -~
Night Letter NL s Night Letter NL
If none of these three symbols If none of these three symbols
appenrs after the check (number of | appears after the check (number of

words) this is a telegram. Other- ! :?sr: ﬁ;;’;l‘:f:;t; :::egndmed%;‘:l;
ey e | :
:ymlseblzslg::'grtl?!;‘?f?g:c?lgzdcb?l:‘cq: I NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT | symbol appearing after the check.

SN

RECEIVED AT WYATT BUILDING, COR. 14TH AND F STS., WASHINGTON, D. C. *gpev®
I

6BURY 46 G¥T NL

SR purfFALO NY AvuGe (¢ 1918

\ b
Milos JANIHe M PIERLE \

]

ROOM 004 COuRAY bLIG WASHINGIUN bu. gy

CALL MEETING COMMITTEE HAZARBOUS nygtAiLgﬂf DUNUAY 1EN HIREY UK QAI-
URuAy ONE I1HIKIY AFIER bUNuUL‘INu‘MULK ul tvhekl ANV OLHCHZDbntWﬁKY MAKE
SUKE 1HA1 ANGERSUNS REFOKI 15 iIN BedllyYs Orriie ocrURE oATURUAY WMORNING

HAVE i1cccGRAPHEY Giiwneel

vAKY VAN KleoooKe
820A Aut B

ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org



August 6,1918.

To Miss Van Kleeck
From Mr. Bell
In re: Appointment of Lieut.Col Mock on

Comm on' Hazardous Occupations.

Attached herewith is a communication re-

garding the appointment of Col.Harryk

Mock on the Committee on Hazardous Occu—

pations. Thie wae delayed in reaching

this office and thersfore yaurs.

-

]
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ap

r. Felix

uihal

vear olr:

Lieutenant
cinted,
this office on a committee on
Departmént of Labor, and to give such time as is necessary
work as will not interfere with hic %

12

to this

office.

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL
WASHINGTON

Frankfurter,
.n, War Labor

epartment of Labor,

Policies Board,

Washington, D. C.

In compliance with your requeet o
Nedical Corpe , 1g he reby

Colonel Harry E. Mock,
by direction of the

/ery truly yours,

Colonel, Medic

curgeon Gene
Hazsrdoug Occ

—

f July 27,

ral, to represent
upations in the

Quitles 1r

Cs L. Furbueh,

al Corps, N. A.

ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO "THE SURGEON GENERAL, U. S, ARMY, WASHINGTON, D. C.”

gitized for FRASER
ps://fraser.stiJuisfed.org



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF

THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL
IN REPLYING WASHINGTON

ADDRESS THE SURGEON OENERAL

U. 8. PUBLIO HEALTH SERVICE CD July 24’ 1918.

Honoreble Felix Frankfurter,

Assistant Secretary, Department of Labor,
Washingten, D, C,
My Dear Mr, Frankfurter:

Assistant Surgeon Ceneral J, W, Schereschewsky has re-
ferred to me your letter of the 22nd instant requesting him
to serve as @ member of a committee on Hazardous Ogcupations
to adviee as to the desirability of prohibiting the employment
of women in certain occupations and as to the best methods of
meking the conditions safe in those processes in which it
seems practicable to employ them,

In accordance with your request, I have taken pleasure
in authorizing Dr, Schereschewsky to serve as a member of
the committee in question and get in communication with the
chairman of the committee, namely, Colonel H, E, Mock in

regard to its work,

Sincerely yours,

"‘/-J/k/puw# / \,:—{éu/\ //

Surgeon Ceneral,
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE

July 29, 1918,
MEMOR AND UM
The Secretary of Labor
Miss Van Kleeck

Special Committee on Employment of Women in Hazar%ogs
Occupations, .. Lt

b A AT

The organization of this committee has been
mentioned in the weekly reports of the Women in Industry Service
of July 20th and 27th., At the meeting on Saturday, July 27th an
exceedingly important plan of co-operation between departments
was proposed, and as it has far reaching implications it seems

desirable to bring it to your attention at once.

On the basis of a report from Miss Anderson of
the Women in Industry Service and Miss Swartz of the New York State
Department of Labor, who had been appointed to go to Niagara Falls
and determine whether women were now employedm it was decided by 7 . - f’
the committee that the outstanding problem cezkers around the Vb =Y)
conditions affecting health., Women are now employed there, and there
is an amazing lack of any safeguards against the serious effects of
the industrial poisons which they are handling., On the other hand,
it is also clear that there are social and economic factors which
should be included in any thorough study., The committee, therefore,’
went on record as recommending that the co-operation of several iy |
important departments be sought, including besides the Department of i/
Labor, which is of course taking the lead ih this matter, the Publie < |, /.
Health Service, the Ordnance Department, the Surgeon General's Office, .,
the Navy and the Industrial Berviee Commission of New York State.
Dr. Schereschewsky on behalf of the Public Health Service offered
the active co-operation of the Service, proposing to put at the
disposal of the committee several physicians who could take part in
the investigation at Niagara Falls, Captain Austin D. Reiley of the
Ordnance Department, Miss Nelle Swartz of the New York State Depart-
ment of labor, and probably Mr. John Vogt, chemical engineer of the
New York State Department of Labor, K also offer their services. Dr.
Alice Hamilton is already a memberllf the, committee, and the committee
very much desires her services and those of Dr. George M. Price with

whom the Investigation and Inspection Service has already negotiated.

bs://fraser.stlouisfed.org
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The committee also went on record as realizing
the necessity for a further investigation of the social and economic
factors, such as wages, hours, organization of employment management
departments in the plants and co-operation with the employment service,
and the committee hopes that the Department of Labor through its
Investigation and Inspection Service will take charge of these phases
of the inquiry, co-ordinating this study with the investigation of
hegalth problems already outlined. In order that the co-operation
planned may be most effectively developed, a stearing committee has

been appointed., v |{ N\ 4 7=// k
.\ . -
= The Women in Industry Service regards the proposed

plan of co-operation as a most promising sign of the possibility of )

getting several departments to work together for important resultsy 1’ .
The plan is submitted at this time,to the-Secretary-ef-labgr in order
that we may have hidfapproval and endorsement before fhe steering F @ o é:

committee holds its cowmdtbbee-mestingzg to outline the details of the
plan /ff/x“‘

Mr. Ethelbert Stewart of the Investigation and

Inspection Service is a member of the committee on Hazardous Occupations

and he and his assistant, Miss Gertrude Barnum, wers present at the
meeting on July 27th. A copy of this memorandum is being sent to Mr,
Stewart in the hope that in the plan proposed the co-operation of the
Investization and Inspection Service may be assured,

Respectfully submitted,

Dirsctor, Women in Industry Service,

£
o

3
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WOMEN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE

August 1, 1918,

iy dsar Dr, Pearceg

¥Mr, Prankfurter has sent me your lattsr of July
26th. We earnestly hops that you will join the committes and zivVe
us the benefit of advice as often as you may be able to spare
time for conference with ue, We shall gladly chenge the day of

the meetirg te make it more convemiont for you to attend, Captain

Reiley hopes to soe you very scon to tell yov more shout our nlana,

There will be no meeting of the committee this week Saturday,

Auvgzust fourth, a he members who will tars part in field work
are to meet in Niagara Falls on Monday, As soon as they are
ready to make a repert the mein committee will be ealled together
ard T trust that we may pelect a day when it ie possible for

you to come,

Sincerely yours,

Dirsctor, Women in Industry Service,

Dr, Richard M. Pearce,
National Research Counecil,
1015 Sixteenth Street,
Washington, D. C,




DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAR LABOR POLICIES BOARD,

MEMO, July 30, 1818,
To: Miss Van Kleeck
From: Mr, Bell,

In re: Letter from Richard M, Pearce relative to serving on
~ Committee on Hazardous Occupations,

I am referring to you for attention and direct reply the
attached letter from Richard M, Pearce explaining his hesitancy
in serving on this Committee, and his willingness to accept if

you think it desirable,

pitized for FRASER
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

ACTING AS THE

DiviSION OFf MEDICINE AND DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND RESEARCH 1023 SIXTEENTH STREET
RELATED SCIENCES OF THE WASHINGTON, D. C.

COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
July 26, 1918,

Mr. Felix Frankfurter, \\
‘ War Labor Policies Board, \J*
. Department of Labor,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Frankfurter:

| I have your letter of July 22nd, sugzesting that

! I serve on the Committee on Hazardous Occupations, of the

4 Women in Industry Service of the National War Policies

J Board. Capt. A. D. Reiley and Dr. Alice Hamilton have

| already urged me to accept service on this Committee, but
a8 I explained to them I hesitate to do so for several

1 reasons:

|

' 1. I am not very familiar with the chemical
aspects of these problems, and I understand:- that the
chemical side will be the most important in all matters
considered.

! 2+, In connection with the work of the Research

’ Couneil and the Surgeon Genersl's Office, I usually take the

' week-end period for work out of Washington and this would
interfere with my attendance at the meetings which I under-
stand are always to be held on Saturday. For example, my
engagements at present are such that for the next four weeks
I could not attend the meetings on Friday or Saturday.

e It is very probable that within the next
few weeks I will accept & commission in the Mediecal Re-
gserve Corpe which will meke it inereasingly difficult to
attend to committee matters.

If with these restrictions as to service you
still consider it desirsble for me to be a member of the
Committee, I accept membership. I shall not be able to at-
” tend the meeting on July 27th. -

Yours sincerely, :
Tlieliand . Vz’-iﬂu

Richard i, Pearce, Chairman,
Division of Medicine and
RMP-H Related Sciencese.
Dictated but not read,
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WAR LABOR POLICIES BOARD

July 22, 1818,

My dear pr, Pearse;

Yith the inereasing shertage of labor it is decoring
negessary in many industries to Introduce women, and the newly estab-
lished Women in Industry Service of the Department of lLaber is giving
careful attention to the conditions under which they may be employed
with the most effective results, Perhape the most serious problems
are encountered in the hasardous occupations in which polsoncus mater-
ials or otherwise dungerous processes are to be found, and the Tomen
in Industry Service, at the request of the National War Labor Policies
Board, is appointivg a committee on Hasardoue Occupatiors fo advise
us to the desirability of prohibiting the employrment of women in
certain ocoupations, and as %o the best methode of making the con-
ditions safe in those processes in which it soems practicable to
ony loy them The first group of industries to be brought to the
attention of the committee is that of the chemicn! industries of
Hiagara Palls, The attached letter from the Bmployers'® Asgeciation
there was the immediate occasion for the organization of sueh &
committea,

It is carnestly desired that you serve as & member of
this committes, It should be possidle for the gommittee ngt only te
render service in advising regarding the employment of women, but
aleo in suggesting changee whick myy make these gccupations safer
for the men omployed in thems Colonel Harry B, Mook, of the Surgeon-
General's office has mccepted the chairmanship, and the other members
invited are Captain Austin D, Reiley, Ordnarce Department, Dr, Alice
Hapilten, Bureau of labor Btatistics, Miss Mary Andercon, Vomen in
Industry Service, Commander Riley, Navy Derartment, Mr, John Vogt,
Hew York Btate Department of labor, Captain Bradley, Gas Defense

Service, Mise Nells Swarts, New York Siate rtmont of Laber, and.
pr., 2 t. lwmachusty, f’ubne ?!ealih Bnrhg%o y \

The comrittes will meet next Saturday, Jume 27th, at
1.30 o' cdoek in the office of the Women in Industry Serviee, Oyray
Building, Bighth and G Streets, Room 604, Colonel Mock will ba glad
to give you further detalls of the plans at your convenience,

Sinderely yours,

Dr/ Richard M, Pearse,
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"
All communications should be accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to ADR/I‘JJ

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE

To insure prompt attention,
in veplying refer to PRODUCTION DIVISION S \;{
WASHINGTON ) /_{ ,l/{ \ |
___ No. ‘X
Aitention of / .
-
CapLes.D.Reiley July 29, 19184
© 3—58456
" ~7

'

.Mr, Fellx Frankfurter,
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Labor,
Washington, D.Ce.

Sir:

Subjeect: Services of Captain Austin D. Relley on the
Committee of Hazardous Occupations of Women
in Industry, War Labor Policies Board,

le Your letter of the 22nd inst. requesting the services

of Austin D. Reiley, of the Safety and senitation Branch of the
Staff Section, has been received.

| 2 Permission for Captain Relley to serve on this committee

w is hereby granted.

-

///‘z;fj: (ZQ;— ﬁ;7*—) Wl il
A G, LA

Guy E. Tripp,
Colonel, ord. Deple Nolho

\
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WOMEN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE

July 24, 1918,

¥y dear Mr, Fraynei

We were very sorry that you could not be present
at the mesting of the iom!.ttn on Hasardous O¢cupmtions held
last Sunday morning, but we appreciated your semding Mise laden-
burg a# your representative, She has prebably reported to you

the results of the meeting, Ve are exceedingly anxious to haves

o permanent representatise of the Var Industries Board appointed

a8 soon us possible so that we may have the benefit of your
advice in pur preceedings,

The next weeting will be held Saturday, July 27th,
at one~thirty o'clock in this office, Ouray Bullding, Eizhth
and G Streets, Room 604,

The minutes of the last meeting are enclosed,

Bineerely yours,

‘ Diregtor, Women in Industry Servige,
Mr. Hugh Frayhe,
Chairman Labpr Division,
War Industries Board,
hahinst,ton, ’a C.




WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD

WASHINGTON
w M. BARUCH IN YOUR REPLY
CHAIRMAN REFER TO cuiowssuss
July 20, 1918.
Memorandum to: Miss Mary Van Kleeck
‘rom; Hugh Frayne
Subject: Meeting of Committee on

Chemical Industries.
Mook ok kkok
1 confirm telephone conversation of this
morning advising you that Miss lMay Ladenburg of
1 fi

his office will represent Mr. Yrayne at the meeting
morrow morning, July 21, at 10 o'elock in the

Ou.ra;,r Buildi ng,
,,/} 7~ /’) , f—
ﬂ Z L v o T A

oeﬂreur‘ 0 llr. Frayne
Chairman u\;,bor ivision
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VAR LABOR POLICIES BOARD

July 22, 1918

My dear Colomel Trippt

With the imereasing shortags of laber it is
becoming necessary in many induetries to introduce women, and
the newly established Women in Industry Service of the Devart-
ment of laber is giving careful attention to the conditione
under which they may be employed with the most effective results,
Perhaps the mwost serious probleme are encounterad in the hazard-
ous occupations in which poisenous materiale or otherwise dan-
gerous processes are to be found, and the Women in Indus try
Service, at the request of the National War Labor Policies Board,
is appointing a committde on Hagardous _m_gﬁ&mm to advise o8
to the desirability of prohibi ting the amp yment of womem in
gertain occupations, and as to the best methods of making the
conditions safe ih these processes in which it seeme practicable
to .‘FFD‘OY them,

he first group of industries to be brought te
the attention of the committee is that of the chemiecal industries
of Wiagara Falls. The attached letter fror the RBeployers' Asso-
ciation there was the immediate oceasionm for the organisation of
such a committee,

This committse earnestly desires the services of
Captain Austin D, Reiley inasmuch as his expert knowledge of
safety and sanitation will be of great service in its work and
also becauvse it is desired to have the Ordnance Department repre-
gented because it is interested in the Niagara Falls industries
through its contracts, Ve should greatly appreciate it if you
would permit Captain Reiley to accept membership en this committes,
glv ing sueh time to this work as would be consistent with his
obligations to the Ordnance Department, Representatives of other
derartments of the government directly interested in any decisicns
which may be reached as affecting their eontracts in Niagara ¥alls
are also being invited,

ginoe rely yours,

Colonel Ouy B, Tripps




OFFICIAL BUSINESS TELEGRAM GOVERNMENT RATES

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
U. S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

WASHINGTON July 22, 1918,

Send to  Miss Nelle Swarts,
77 Irving Place,
New York City,

Women's Divieion asks you to serve on important national committee on
Hazardous Occupations, Anderson arrives New York Tuesday morning. Wants you go
with her to Niagara Falls Tuesday evening representing State Labor Department,

Urgent problem there requires immediate joint aetion,

Mary Van Kleeck,

Appropriation: " War Labor Administratidme. Women in Industry Service.. . . ... .

igitized for FRASER
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My dear Colonel Mock:
e are very glad indeed that you have consented
to be Chairman of the Committee to investigate the possible

employment of women in the chemical industries of NN lagara

Falls, Attached is a copy of the letter from the Employers®

Association which led to the appeintment of this committee
by the Division of Women in Industry at the request of the
National Yar labor Policies Board,

Sincerely yours,

Chief, Division of Women in Industry,

Lt. Co), Harry B, Woek,

Of fice of the Surgeonifeneral,
7th and B, Streets,
Vashinzton, D, C,
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The first meeting of the committee will be held in
¥ash ington Sunday morning, July 21st, in Roem 604, Ofiray
Building, Eighth and G Streets, and we shall be very zlad
indeed if you can find it possible to attend in order that
the plan for the survey may be outlined promptly, Ve
hope very much that you will find it possible to serve,
sinee your expert knowledge of the chemical indvetries and
of Niagara Pulls will be of service to ug, and your membe ~ship
on the committee will imsure the co-operation of the New
York State Department of Labor, which we very much desire

to have,

Sineerely yours,

Chief, Division of Wemen in Industry,

John Vogt, Bsq.,

New York State Department of Labor,
230 Fifth Avenue,

New York City,.
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Division of Woemen in Industry

My dear Miss Andersong

The first meeting of the committee on the chemieal
industries is called for Sunday moming in Washingten, I am
not sure whether you plan to reach here Saturday nizht, dut
I am sonding this word in advanee so that if you should arrive

in Washington Sunday morning you could attend the meot ing

't ten o'closk, in the Ouray Building, Bishth and 0 Streets,

Room 604, I expect to attemd it @ hat it is not necessary
for you to change your 1\]._1,13 to be here, e are now egtablished

an office he above address, and we are looking forward

Sincerely yours,

Chief, Division of Womea in Industry,

Mise Mary Anderson,
24¢ Bummer Btreet,
Bosten, Mass,
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My dear Commander

committae

Industry

chemical indust

accompany

commi ttee,

rreat value

posgible Lo soarve,

LABOR POLICIES BOARD

loyt
Policies Board, I am
sopbaer of a 8pac Lal
ivision of Yomen in
of womén in the
Van Kleeck's
purpose of this
will be of

ou may find it

Lieutenant -Commander Donuld Riley




WAR LABOR POLICIKS BOARD

My dear Colonel Mocks
As Chairman of the War Labor Policies Board, I am

4

wvriting to ask if you will serve as Chairman of the special

committee appointed to advise the Division of Women in Inductry

regarding the possible employment of women in the chemical
industries of Niacara Malle, M¥Miss Van Kleeck's accompany ing
letter explains the scope and purpose of this committee,

Your gservices in this comnée¢tion will be eof great value to the
Board, and we hope that you may find it possible to sarve.

Cerdially yours,

Lisutenant-Colonel Wock
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WAR LABOR POLICITS BOARD

wne 18, 1914,

My dear Captain Reiley;

As Chairman of the War Labor Pelicies Board, I am

writing to ask if you will serve as Secretary of the speeial

committee appointed %o adviee ths Divieion of Women in Industry

regard ing the possible employment of women in the chemical

industries of Niagara Falls, Miss Van Kleeck's accompanying

letter explaine the scope and purpose of this committee, Your

services in this connée tion will be of great value to the

Board, and we hope that you may find it pessible te serve,

Cordially yours,

Cartain Austin D, Reiley
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'TEL.EGF{‘AM GOVERNMENT RATES

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

U. S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (7. F
WASHINGTON {
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Divieion of Womwen in Industry

uly 18, 1918,

Dear Dr, Hamiltom:

A night letter was sent you yeste day frem this office,
but returned because there is no telograrh of fice at Hadlyme
landing, Connesticut, and I am sending this letter by speeial
delivery so that you may get it as soon as possible,

I am enclosing a copy of the telegram, and a copy of
the original letter from the Erployers' Association of Niagara
Falls which led to the appeintment of this committee. I am
reluetant to suggest your coming to Yashington at the very
beginning of your vacation, but we need you very urgently to
help in plamning the survey,

Sincerely yours,

Chief, Division of Women in Industry,

Dr. Alice Hamiltonm,
Hadlyme Landing,
Connecticut,

stlouisfed.org .

o



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
WASHINGTON

62 “ashincston uare

isc “ary Van Kleeck

omen's Department

apartment of Lhbpr

/ ineton.
Dear liiss Van Klesck:

Your telacry han Ak . i T .
our telegram has just come. I shall be R A aranac L ake tomorrow
-~ e

Y

3 e e 0O T T3 wre wi o 2 > 1 s
in care of Dr.Edward B3aldwin, then on Tuesday of this week I ean be reached

at the Cesmopolitan Club, 133 East 40th 3treet, New York. On Wednesdav I

am oem 3 , 4 Ha A Y T anA 3 - r 3 3 b 1
am golng to Hadlyme lLanding, Connectic 1t, and shall be th

time in August, ot til vnatvever time your committee decides to visit

I found matters at the Gillespie and Evans plants at Parlin

)ld 3ridge very bad and as soon as the e ployment of wemen there increases

L will write you about it and ask you to have someone from your department

- e .
b LI18I'e.
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Dear Mrs. Robins,

I think you will be interested in scme of the suggestions that have  been coming
to me as a result of the announcemént of plans for a disarmament demonstmation. While
our local comuittee is of course taking no official action until the word comes from
you as to your gemerzl plan, I have been talking unofficially with different watien here
who are interested, in order to get their indeas as to what is possible. Here are
some of the ideas that have develcped.

L. That the demonstration should cormbine unity and variety,--i. e. 1t should
mase the support of women of very group behind the big general idea of disarmament,
with a program sufficiently elastic to provide for individual expression by each
organization participating.

2. For machinery, a central, clearing-house committee , including representatives
of all organizatione. (We learned this morning that the Foreign Policies Association
has called a conference of some sort here on the 8th of Sept. to plan for & big dis-
armament demonstration--have you received any invitation for the League tc participate
in thet cornference?)

3. That however many groups of mmn and women arrange for a demonstration on Arm-
istice Day, we preserve, if possible, a women's demcnatration.

4. That the women,s demonstration occupy, say, the week preceding Armistice Day
reaching its climex on that day. Under such a plan, each organization of women could

have a day for its own particular expression.

5. fThat the whole plan be directed for permanent effect, toc accomplish which the
following suggestion are made:

(a) mphat some effedtive bulletin board be erected in the public grounds facing
the Pan-American Building, where the conference will be held, on this board tp publish
reports of the action or expression of wormen from all over the world throughout the
conference. we thihk it would be possible to arrange for a news service even from
foreign countries for thispurpose, and the bulletin board itself would be a subject of
news value.

(b) rhat the week of demcnstrations, culminating on Armistice pay, leave behind it
a joint committee of women, one at least from easch orgenization participating, to follow
the proceedings of the confersnce and keep her organizations informed. These women could
be channels through which to repoet to the conference, by means of fhe bulletin board,
the expressiocn of the respective organizations in various localities, states, and

even nations.

(¢) That everything possible be done to get foreign woren's organigzations to
send women here tc be a part of the wwatch committee", or whatever it might be
termed. we think that this would surely be possible for sfme countries.

Ore thing which it will be necessary to do almost immediately is to apply for the
space, indoors or outdoors, orboth, in which our demonstrations would take place.
pashington will be very crowded, and there will be great competition among organizations

for public grounds and public buildings.

As tc the foreign wonen who might core here, it seems to ne we are in especially
good position to try for at least one international representative of working women.
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Could not the proposal be made to the Internaticnal Congress of Verking Womehn that they
send sone official representative of the Congress, who would be elected at peneva?

t would be stunningif we could get Maragret Bonfield over here for that--and might not
the British labor movement send her-- I mean pay her way. ? If any countries could
send their special working woment's representative, that would be splendid too. The more
the better, I should think. Jane Adams' group, the International League for Peace and
Freedom, could doubiless get some foreign women to come, so could the International
Suffrage Alliance, or perhaps others.

I have taken it for granted we would try to have local demonstrations throughout the
country wherever possible? If so, they would feed our program in Washington by giving
us things to report and nake news bulletins with.

Just as soon as T get the word from you, we will get a group together here in
washington represenrative of the organizations here. I hope I may hear from you not

later than Tuesday, so T can arrange for that work to go forward while I am in yew orleams
1 leave Wednesday evening.

Our announcement has carried far and wide in the newspapers, and a very nice
syndicated editerial is going around commending us for our leadership in the plan.

S8incerely yours,

gitized for FRASER
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The @onference met at 10.30 A. M and Mi i
. . o Mo, an iss C. Merriman of ofei C
association was elected temporary chairman, and Mr. Fred. Libb f?etfufg;gn p?lipies
év"iat3 temporary secretary. 3t - s

Af ter some discussion
cu on about the purposes =z fanctio i
I i - 't | purposes and functions andorganization of the
iy ol g » & motion was made and carried that a committee be appointed ¢t

Hrin? back towthe body in concrete form all of ths suggestions made so thaﬁvgg ;
< ol : : & = £ N . - =5 “ \ 147 ne
elegates would have some definite information to take back to their organizations

& — e

br“"'*'*The GO':'“ ittee was appointed ### and reconmends

tod:zlt in by the committes and accepted by the conf

2 tese:; organlszations for their consideration

a ) hi S8 g f "

& b thiS was a tentativs conference and that they were rot binding their
n ding th

organizations in accepting this
| > = L report, but m i ;
take back for their Orgdnization'spaction, merely getting a definite program to

tions given below were the ones
erence as a report to take back
It was understood by all the dele-

The temporary chairma i
: . } an was instructed cs 0
by which time they hope to have heard Eef' ST R e

: ‘ 2 f . Tr 2

Name . National Council for the Limitation of Armaments.

Organization. It shall be composed of one representative of each national
organization favoring the limi#ation of armaments.

It sh2ll have an executive board, the members of which sh.all be
elected at the first meeting, also the necessary officers. This board shall have
the power to employ an executive secretary, who under the supervision of the members
of the Board shall handle the administrative affairs of the council.

General Purpose: To unite and make articulate through the member organizations
the overwhelming eentiment of the people of the U. S. in favor of the reduction
of armaments.

Specific Purvoses.
L. To suggest ways and means by which the work o¢f the member organizations

shall bd coordinated, duplication perverted and unreached territory covered.

2. To cooperate with its constitutent organizations and other agencies in
maintaining an information service.

3o To suggest possible lines of action to its member organizations based
upon findings of its executive board.

4., To maintain cooperssive relations with organizations in other countries
having a similar purpose.

5, To maintain and organize an advisory board of experts in the field of
labor, agriculture, economics, gevernment, international law and similar subjects,
who could attend the sonference and give publicity and eigned statements to the
newspapers, periodicals and monthly magazines.

The following suggestion was made and the temporary secretary tnstructed to see
that all the points were soveéred in the foregoing purposes, and if not they were

to be added as a 6th point.

"to gather and disseminate information regarding the Washington conference
both before and during it and suggest to the constitutent organizations lines of
tion to bring about the limitation of armaments. . . )

—




LABOR WILL STAGE |
HUGE PARADES FOR

REDUGING OF ARNS

e /A | o~ |
Nation-Wide Demonstration

to Take Place as Confer-
[Bnce Convenes Here.

L, ===

PURPOSE TO BACK STEPS
BY U. S. GOVERNMENT

A. F. of L, Authorizes Preparations
for Show of Sentiment of Work-

Plans for a nation-wide demonstra-
| tion Armistice day under the leader-
ship of organized labor “in support of

the purpose underlying the . inter-
national conference on the limitation

|
ers on Armistice Day. i

of armaments” were announced tmld_\'l
m headquarters of the American I»‘Ni»}
| eration of Labor. Central unions in'
eévery community have been asked to
organize parades and mass etifgs
on that day—when the internation&
conference begins its deliberations.
“It is planned,” the announcement |

said, “to unite all civie bodies, rr:u‘m:
union auxiliaries, women's trade
union leagues, educational ur}_’;mizﬂ.»
tions,” women's clubs and, in fact, all
organizations interested in

fairs and of a pr sive

i the

The purpose of the demonstration,

a4s expressed in the communications
sent by President Gompers to the ce
{h‘al unions, is “backing up our gov

[ ernment in its leadership toward dis-
[ armament and giving courage and
determination to the American rep-
resentatives in the international com-
mission.”

Considered for Some Time.

The plan to signalize Armistice day
and the opening of the arms limita-
{tion conference with a ‘series of dem-
onstrations in which it is hoped by
federation officials that every city, §
town and community in the countr;-
will be represented, has been under §
| consideration at headquarters for
!thr(-\: weeks or more. Authority l'wr
taking the, initiative was granted by

the federation’'s executive council and

Suggestions as to ways and means for

|promouing succassful’ demonstrations |
have been forwarded to the r‘f_-ntrull
union, as well ag data as to the cost

lof armament and war and the division

of taxes between armament and edu-

| cational development.

The vlan even goes. beyond the

Armisticé day demonstration, the an-
nouncement said, and looks to con-
tinuing the meovement in such fash-
| lon “as to bring‘to the support._of the
| (international) qonference a oon-
stant expression of American publie
:opinion” during the deliberations in
‘“’ashington. A memorial to ‘the in- |
| ternational gathering, urging reduc-
|tion of armament and the settlement
|of international Gisputes without re-
| sort to arms, will be forwarded by the
|federatinn for. adoption by each
{ Armistice day mass meeting,

Disarmament Is Slogan,

{4 ‘T'he time has come to disarm’ is
| the slogan,” said President Gompers’
letter to the central unions. “The ||
heur has' struck to make good our
faith in democracy, to bring success
to the great constructive movement
in which labor has ever been the
leader.

“Let this be America’s greatest
demonstration, America’s greatest
mandate, America's ,greatest pledge
of faith for the peace of the world.”
| Attention was called to an article
ihy Mr. Gompers, in the current is-
| sue of the federation journal, say-!
| Ing that disarmament now was pos-
sible for' “practical reasons,” while
sentimental reasons had existed al-
ways. But the necessity of “protect- ;
ing democracy against the constant
threatened merace of autoeracy and
militarism,” Mr. Gompers added, *‘al-
ways had stood in the way.”

“The great militarist autocracies
have perish€d,” he added. “Self-gov-
jernment has been gained for practi-
[(:all_v the whole civilized world. That
[ fact, more than any other, makes dis-
armament possible today.”

Plans to Assemble Committee,

In connection with the disarma-
ment” demonstrations, it was stated,
Mr.  Gompers plans assembling an
advisory committee “composed © of
| leading men and women in all walks
| of life,"*the personnel of which will |
be announced soon. The object or
the committee, as stated in the an-
nouncement, will be to aid in obtain-
ing “full expression of the disarma- |
| ment sentiment of the country,” anq |

J

I (Continued O Pagéd™, Colv™in 2. |

{':zl::o to offer “helpful
| tive Suggestions.”
!

There has been no attempt to get
organizations in other n/:n\]-u’—
to |a_lu‘» Similar Steps, it wag

A 1, the federation being conce --n:‘ ~l

vith v«ivvc]':\mt:n( at this (.xu y f'>(l'

Amur‘u-:xn opinion on the urxv‘u‘utx -~>1r

que h .;,'(vr' has there been :'.-l; y A_{'Al'v

OL the demonstr: Plan,

witl officials of l'ra'éil;inr[]rhl‘lul’rtlpmf'{\:

;i’,“ulnlk(l‘h““n, the pProject ‘h'”',ll’w'k
been evolved wholly ag ;71}1 'uilv‘" m:,

,U' 8et concrete €Xpression x>l" \”—x:f:‘l"
l can "_Wnlun on which the !'vd;r'xtlnh
r,-mh;u)\'ml, because of its ('\lr-:l' Ve
,:’?}zﬁ-x‘;xrxtx'}' throughout [hercoa;nu:\:ﬂl\:;f
'(-,)nILd) b..‘ A;é:::l.““}‘ .t'\‘ul’_\’ Y (-un‘uuuni{;‘
v : fed and stirred to ac-

and construc-

4 Parndes Planned Here,
l‘\»"fl.‘ihl?:l.,’tun is to take ga prominent
D 4ce in the rivmuuslrulmn by lab :
Mr, Gompers {s speak z § Mk
- oni ! > 18 10 speak at g meetin
B e, plans for which are belng umag
)ymr'ne‘ 4_.un§r_ul Labor Union, in 'r'u:
;x}_}l‘crau:m wWith the American Feder:
on o, FlaG Par T
tia 2 arades ¢ 2
igitzedionERASER © ‘bianned, -
aco 0

1 Ornr': plannegd,




Innocence, #ying of
Auto Salesmen.

By the Associated Press,

CHICAGO, September 10.—Harvey
W. Church, the twenty-year-old
youth, arrested in Adams, Wis., last
night in connection with the murder
of Bernard J. Daugherty and Carl
Asmus, was brought back to Chicago
tonight in the ‘“de luxe” automobile
declared by the police to be the mo-
tive for the crime.

Following the finding of the ter-
ribly mutilated body eof Daugherty
yvesterday in the Desplaines river, the
jpolice today dug up the body of As-
mus, which had been hidden in a
garage Iin the rear of the apartment
in which Church lives.

Asmus' body had been  buried  face |
downward beneath an. old automobile
owned by Church. The hands and feet |
were bound together with rope and a |
bundie of steel and cloth had’ been |
thrust into the mouth until it pene- |
trated the chest L Vity The head
Wwas beaten into an almost unrecog- |
nizable pulp. Death had been caused |
by strangulation and congestion of{
the lungs.

Probably Lured by Drink. !
The theory was advanced that the
two vietims had been lured to thel
basement under the pretense of hav- |
ing a drink and had been g ven
drugged liguor before ere slain.
Da r ~\)m-u home was in St,
Jdul, t years old and
was a Iul::n” s 11.01;& at larvard
University Dy g the war he
Served as a o air n the tank
corps. Asmus, T
man, was several yea
Daugherty. His home
Bloomington, 1
2 two  were employed
ard Motor Car Company
lhxug,in‘r!»\' as a sale
a demonstrator
\ng to nﬁ ials of the conce
began negotiations
t bs said was for his
Mving in Adams, Wi
Thursday morning he s a $5,~
400 machine and asked f.n.t a sales- |
man be sent with him to a bank.
Daugherty and Asmus went with
Church to complete the deal.

Leaves Home Alone.

3 at the Church home told
§ Church drive up in the
new car with two men and said that
all of them entered the house. Later
Church was said to have driven away
alone in the car A neighbor re<
ported to the p ce today that she
saw lights Jdn the garage between
3 and 4 amm. Shortly after 6 o'clock
Church- and his mother drove av !
In the ecar after telling friends that |
were going to visit at Adams,
Church was arrested as he en- !}

the town last nig‘ht.

From the very flrst, Church protest=}
ed his innocence of all knowledge of |
the tragedy, e said that he had paid
Daugherty in cash * the machine and
had a receipt to prove it.

Declared Plot of Enemies.

i He intimated, however, that the find-
| ing of evidence of the crime in his
f apartment was part of a plot of ene-
mies. 'It's a frame-up,” he was guoted
| 2as telling tne detectives, and said
that he had made enemies by acting
as a strikebreaker in the railroad yard-
men's strik

In commenting on Church's statement
that he had & receipt showing that
he had paild Daugherty for the automo-
| bile, officials of the Packard company
said that it was probable that the|
salesman had carried the receipts with |
him when he left their offices. They
sald that it was customary, to make
out the receipt before payment had been
made so that it would be ready when
the money had beén turned in.

TWO MEN SHOT AFTER |
ARGUMENT OVER DOG:

Assault Follows Kicking of Animal
at Brentwood, ‘Md., Last
Night.

i
While walking along Charles street, i
Brentwood, Md., about 11 o'clock last |
nighl., Thomas Cleeves of Brentwood |
and Edward Kerns of' the Victoria
apartments, this c¢ity, were shot,
Cleeves was rushed to the Z©mergency
Hospital with buckshot in his abdomen
f and lower limbs. He was in a serious
i condition. "Kerns' eondition was not |
serious enough for him to go to the|
| hospital. '
| The Maryland authorities are mak- |
|ing an investigation of the affair to
| determine who fired the shotgun.
| The preliminary investigation of the |
1 police developed the information that
| Kerns and his wife went to the
| Cleeves home on a visit. The two |
men started to walk down the street,
when a dog passed close by, and
Kerns kicked at it, the police reported
A woman in a nearby house up-
braided him for kicking at the dog, |
and a heated argument ensued. |
i Cleeves caught Kerns by the arm
fand was walking away with him !
when the two shots were fired.
Kerns carried Cleeves back to the |
latter’s house, about two blocks |
away, from which he was removed
to the hospital,

24 DROWN IN RIVER
AS FOOTWAY FALLS;
15 OTHERS MISSING

“(Continued from First Page.)

hnen playing on the banks of the
stream and slipped into the water and
sank. Police were summoned, who
| quickly threw out grappling irons
{from a rowboat. In the meantime,
|news af the drowning spread and
| women and men rushed to the bridge,
in fear the child, whose identity was
not known, was their own. As the
| police grappled in the murky water
around c¢oal and 1ice barges, the
crowd grew and suddenly there was
{a cracking sound heard and one end
fof the foot path gave wav

{ who fell inie

15 OTHERS M MISSING

Neighborhood Folk, Watching
Search for Drowned Lad,
Die at Chester, Pa.

et

{
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