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BIOGRAPHY MARY VAN KIERCK

One of the women of America that the war orought
into a position of greatest responsibility and prominence is Iliss
lary Van Kleeck, Director of the Woman in Industry Service, Depart=
ment of labore

Miss Van Kleeck, who is a native of New York State,
wes graduated trom Smith Coliege, Northampton, liaSse, with the degra:s
of A.B. in 1904, For three years she attended the sumer courses
at the college specializing in economics and other lines of study
that later were to be of value in her work for Womells

is Secretary of the Sea Breeze Fresi ir Home amnd
Hospital for Tuberculous Children mwintained by the New York Associatin
for Improving the Condition of the Foor, Miss Van Kleeck began her
active career, In 1905-6 she was holder of the Joint Fellowship of
the College Settlements Association and the Smith College Alumnae
ssociation, At this beginning of her career ghe made a2 thorough
investigation of overtime work of factory girls in New York for the
College Settlement of the citye The report which was published in
Charities and Commons, 1906, attracted xim attention to the young
student of sociology and the next year, the rellowship continuing
with the cooperation of the New York ¢hild Iabor Committee and the
Consumer's league, she investigated child labor in the tenements

of Wew York City, the report being published in Charities and Commons

1907,

For the two years 1907-09 liss Van Kleeck was

Industrial Secretary of the Alliance Imployment pureau, a philanthropic
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agency maintained by settlements and girls' clubs in
the purpose of finding girls in shops
&= o L= E

used her knowledge and n directing investigations,

of which were published in book form by the Russel Sage

results
Foundation, under the titles, ™ Women in the Bookbinding Trade"™ and

Tfrade in New YTork",

Seasonal Industry, a Study of the lilliner;
These surveys, important in themselves led to larger enterprises that

were soon to mean much to the progress of women, In 1908~9 the Russel

Sage Foundation became so iuterested that it financed the work, which

in 1909 was organized as Cormuittee on Woment's Work, an independent

organization which a taken over as a department of the

Foundation's activities, the Committee bweame the Division

of Industrial Studiese ) chosen to direct the Committee

on Women's Work, liiss Van Kleeek was appeinted Director of the
Division on Industrial Studies and in this position directed in-
stigations leading to the following reports: " Working Girls
in Public Evehdng Schools™, " Artificial Flower liakers™, " I
Girls in Industry in New York™, "™ The Burden of Sickmess in Wage~

earner's Families and " Collective Bargaining in the Cigar Trade",
he last three of which, writtem by members of liiss Van Kleeck's

staff, are not yet published, although the report on ™ Italian

Girls in Industry™ is now in press.

ifter the entrance of the United States into the VWar liiss

Van Kleeck investigated conditions, in view of the possible employw

ment in the storage depots of the U.S. irmy, This work was under-

taken for the Storage Committee of the War Industries Board and the

report was published as the committees Bulletin No, 9, The report
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contains the recommendation that a Joman's Bureau should be organized

in the War Departments

From Jamuary to July, 1918, liss Van Kleeck served as Director

of the Womsn's Branch of the Industrial Service Section of the
Ordnance Depertment, U,S. Army, and was swmoned from that position

to establish the Woman in Industry Service of the Department of Iao0rs

Since Julg, 1918, when she assumed the duties of her new ofiice as
Director of the Service, lliss Van Kleeck has been identified with
all problems relating to women workers, in which the Government is
She formulated for the approval of the Secretary of

interestedy

Labor, " Standards Governing the Enployment of Women in Industry™,

most advanced id | These standards include

which contains the

the eight=hour day with half holiday on Saturday, prohibition of
night work. rest periods, equal pay for equal work, the best possible
sanitation and general:working conditions, safety devices, and they
recomnend care in determining the selection of occupation so that
lifting, constant standing, exposure to excessive heat or to dust
and fumes or occupational poisons may be avoided, According to

these standards, approved by the Secretary " no work shall be given
out to be dome in room used for living or sleeping purposes or in
rooms direetly comnected with living or sleeping rooms in any

dwelling or tenement."
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Miss Mary Van Kleeck, director of the Woman in Industry Serviee
ot the U, S, Department of labor, was appointed when the Service was first
organized in July, 1918, She came to this position from the Ordnansce
Department where she had been chief of the Woman's Division of the Indus-
trial Service Bection, While with the Ordnance Department from January,
1918 to July, 1918, Miss Van Kleeck supervised the conditions of employment
of women in the Govermment arsemals and plants operating under Govermment
contract, She thus had the opportunity of safeguarding the women who
were being so rapidly recruited into the Govermment service Ly regulating
the conditions under which they were employed, at the same time insuring
the maximum output of mumitioms which were so urgently needsed by the Army.

As Director of the Womem in Industry Service she has been in
elos~ touch with all government agencies and has assisted in the solution
of their problems regarding the employment of women. Her position as the
only woman member of the War Labor Policies Board gave her wide influence
in the forming of policies for the employment of womem. The standards
for the employment of women in industry whigh were formulated by the Weman
in Industyy Servige and adopted by the War Levor Policies Board are being
widely used as guides by employers and by organizations working for the
betterment of conditions for working women.

In addition to establishing standards for gemeral conditioms,
the employment of women under unusual circumstences has been considered

by this Bervice. Special studies have been made of women working in

the chemical industries of one city, of the women in the metal trades

in one State, of women candy makcrs in another city, and of the employ-
ment of negro women in industyy. Assistance has been given in several
States with a view towards recommending or furthering improved legislatiom.
The Service &lso has an advisory relation with the Var and Navy Depart=-
ments regarding the conditions affecting the oqlqnnt of women in
Government arsenals and navy yards.
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BIOGRAPHY MARY VAN ELEECK

Omne of the women of Ameries that the war brought
into & position of greatest responsibility and prominence is Miss
lary Ven Kleceek, Director of the Woman in Industry Sérvice, Depart=
ment of Iabor.

Mdss Vam Kloeck, who is 2 native of New York State,
was graduated rrom Smith College, lorthampton, lass., with the degreo
of AB. in 1904, For three years she attended the swmmer courses
at the college specializing in ecomomics and other linmes of study
that later were to be of value in her work for Womells

is Seeretary of the Sea Breeze Fresh Alr Home ami
Hogpitel for Tuberculous Chiliren gyaintained by the New York Assoclatin
for Improving the Comdition of the Poor, Mdss Van Kleeck began her
active coveer, In 1905~ she was holder of the Joint Fellowship of
the Colloge Settlemenmts issociation and the Smith College Alummee
Asgoclation, At this beglmning of her career she made & thewough
investigation of overtime work of factory girls in New Yorik for the
College Settlement of the city, The report which was published in

Charities and Comnoms, 1906, attracted thm attention t0 the young
\

student of soclology and the mext year, the Fellowship continuing
with the cooperation of the New York Child Iabor Committee and the
Consumer's league, she inmvestigated child labor in the temements
of New York City, the report being published in Charitiecs and Comuens
1907,

For the WMMMQHISMMW
Industrial Seeretary of the Alliance Buployment Buresu, a philanthropls
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ageney maintained by settlements and girls' clubs in low York for

the purpose of finding work for girls in shops and officese Here she
used her kmowledige and experiemce in directing investigatioms, the
results of which were published in book form by the Russel Sage
Foundatiom, wnder the titles, " Women in the Bookbinding Trade" and

" A Sessomal Industry, & Study of the #1linery Trade in New York",

These surveys, lmportant in thenselves led to larger enterprises that

were soom to mean mach to the progress of women, Inm 19089 the Russel
Sage Foundation became 80 {interested that it finmamced the wori, which
in 1909 was orgenized as the Comdttee on Women's Worik, an indopemdent
Wﬁmvﬂcbawht&wmnwuuadmtum
Foundation's activities, In 1916 the Committee bcame the Division
of Industrial Studlese Heving been chosen to direct the Comittee
on Women's Work, Miss Van Kloegk was appointed Director of the
Division on Imdustrial Studies and in this positionm direeted in=
vestigations leading to tie following reports:s * Working Girls
in Public Eveldng Schools", " Artificial Flower liakers", " Italian
Girls in Industry ian New York", " The Burdem of Sickness in Tage~
earmer's Families and " Collective Bargaining in the Clgar Trade®,
the last three of vhich, written by members of liss Van Klecck's
staff, are mot yet published, although the report on " Itallan
Girls in Industry" is now in press.
mmm«mmms&mmmmm
Van Kleeek imvestigated conditions, in view of the possible employ-
ment in the storage depots of the U.5. Army, This work was under-
mmmsmowtmumwmum-mmu
ummmnmaummmmn. 9. e report
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Page No, 3

contains the reeommendation that a Woman's Bureau should be organized
in the War Departmente

From Jamsary to July, 1918, iiss Van Kleeck served as Directer
of the VWomem's Branch of the Industrial Service Section of the
Ordnance Department, U,S., Army, and was summoned from that positiom
to establish the Woman in Industry Service of the Depariment of Iabor,
Since Julg, 1918, when she assumed the duties of her mew office as
Director of the Service, Miss Van Kleeek has been idemtified with
all problems relatimg to women workersy in which the Govermment is
interested, She fornulated for the approval of the Secretary of
labor, " Stamdards Governing the Employment of Women in Industry”,
which comtains the most advanced ideals. These standards include
the eight~hour day with half holiday on Saturday, prohibition of
night work, rest periods, equal pay for equal work, the best possible
sanitation and gemeralworking conditions, safety devices, and they
recomnend eare in determining the selection of oOccupation so that
1ifting, constant standing, exposure to excessive heat or to dust
and fumes or occupational poisons may be avoided, According to
these standards, approved by the Seeretary " mo work shall be givenm

out to be dome in room uwsed for living or sleeping purposes or in

rooms direetly comnected with living or sleeping rooms in any

dwelling or temement,"

‘t.tt*‘t.‘tﬂ#.““‘t‘.
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WOMAN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE
WASHINGTON

BIOGRAPHY of MISS MARY VAN KLEECK,

Born June 26, 1883-~ Glenham, New York., High School- Flushing long Island
Graduated 1900-- Smith College,Northampton,iasse 1900--1904--
Degree A.B. 1904,
Surnmers 1904, 1905 and 1906,

Secretary Sea Breeze Fresh Air Home and Hospital for Tuberculous Children
maintained by New York Association for Improving the Condition of the
Poor,

1905--1906~ Holder Joint Fellowship College Settlements Association and
Smith College Alumnae Association. Investigated for College Settlement
of New York, overtime work of girls in factories in New York. Report
published in Charities and the Commons, 1906.

1906=1907- Fellowship, continued with cooperation of New York Child Iabor
Committee and Consumers' League. Investigated Child Iabor in New York
City Tenements~ Heport published in Charities ami the Commons,1907.

1907--1909-~ Industrial Secretary, Alliance Employment Bureau, & philanthropic
agency maintained by settlements and girls' clubs in Few York to find

work for girls in trades and offices. Diredted staff which began investi-
gations afterwards published by Russell Sage Foundation in bookform with

titles of

l, Women in the Bookbinding Trade and
2, A Seasonal Industry, a Study of the Millinery Trade in New Yorke

In the second year ( 1908-9) this wrok was financed by the Russell Sage
Foundation and in 1909 it was.organized as the Committee in Women's Work,
an independent organization financed by the Foundation- and in 1910
taken over by it as a department of its worke In 1916 its name was
changed to Division of Industrial Studies.

1909--1917-- Director of Committee on Women's Work afterwards Division
of Industrial Studies, Russell Sage Foundation. Directed investigations
leading to following reports:=

Working f#irls in Public Evening Schools
Artificial Flower Makers

| 1tslian Girls in Industry in New York ( In Press)
The Burden of Sickness in Wage-earners' Families ( In preparation )

Collective Bargaining in the Cigar Trade ( In preparation)




Page No. 2
( The last three reports were not written by Mary Van Kleeck but by members
of the Staff)

1917 ( After entrance of United States into war) Investigated, Possible
Employment of Women in Sforage Depots of U. S. Army- for Storage
Cormittee of War Industries Board. Report published as Bulletin No. 9
of the Storage Committee. Chief recommendation, organization of
Women's Bureau in War Department,

January- July 1916-- Director of Women's Branch of Industrial Service Section
of the Ordnance Department, U.S. Armye.

July 1918-- Appointed by Secretary of labor as director of the Woman in
Industry Service just organized in the Department of labor,

liember:: Women's Trade Union lLeague
Governing Board, Consumers' League of New York
lMayor's Comnittee on Unemployment 1916 :
American Associagion for Iabor legislation
Tlectoral Board Intercollegiate Community Service Assn, &c--é&c
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BIOGRAPHY of MISS MARY Vil KLE.CEo

\

Bora June E6, 1883-- Glonham, New York, High School- Flushing long Island
Graduated 1900-- Gmith College,iorthampton, Bsse 1900-=1904--
Dosreo ‘eDe 1904,
Summers 3904, 1906 anmd 1906,

Secretary Jen Breese Frosh /Alr Howe and Hospital for Tuberculous Childrem
madntained by Now York issocistion for Improving the Condition of the
Poore

1905-=1906= Holder Joint Fellowship College Settlements \ssociation and
Gmith College Almmwme .ssociation. Investignted for College Settlament
of Tew York, overtime work of girls in factories in New York, Report
published in Charities and the Comcons, 1906,

1906-1907- Fellowship, continmed with cooperation of lew Vork Child iabvor
Comnitiee and Congumers' Loague. Investigated Child labor in Hew York
City Tenements- ligport published in Charitles ami the Conmons,1907.

1907-=1909-- Industrial Secretary, Alllance Rmployment Burean, & philanthropic
agency maintained by settlements and glrls' clubs in Yow vork to £ind

work for girls in trades and offices. Diredted stuff which began invegtie
:&7 :M published b, iwerell Supe Fouirdation in bookform with

is Vomen in the Bookbinding Trade aml
2s A Seasomal Industry, a Study of the Millimer; Trode in liew Yori,

In the seoomd yoar ( 1906-9) this wruk was financed by the Russell Sage
Foundation and in 1909 it wus orgonized as the Committee in Women's ork,
an independent organization finanged b, the Foundotion- and imn 1910
taken over it as a department of its work, Iun 1916 its name wmg
changed to of Industrial Studies. ‘

1909~=1917=~ Director of Comittos on Vomen's Vork afterwards Division
of Industrial Studios, Kussell Sage Foundation, Directed investigntions
leading to following reportsi=

Vorking @irls in Public Evening Schools
zmmumn-u
Special Intercst

to Italys | xmwhnmmumrm(hnﬁu)
The Durden of Sicimess in age=-earners' Rusilies ( In preperation )
Collective Bargaining in the Cdger Trede ( In preparotion)
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