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Amy Hewes, Women's Branch, Industrial Service Section.

Miss Agnes Peterspn,

Woman in Industry Service,
Department of Labor,
Washington, D. C.

Tunch hour for women at the Twin City Forge and Foundry Coa

Your letter of November 6th was received during my
absence from the city.

There is probably some misunderstanding between Mr.
Atwood and Miss Schutz regarding our recommendations
for the lunch hour for women. My conversation with
Mr. Atwood was immediately upon arrival at the plant
and before the schedule of hourw was known. It was
not discussed with him., Later, however, it was
pointed out to the supervisor of women at the plant
that the fifteen minutes for lunch in the eight hour
shifte wa®s at variance with the Minnesota state law
which requires a lunch period of sixty minutes unless
a permit for a shorter period is secured from the
Commissioner of Labor, and this was also pointed out
in a follow-up letter addressed to Mr. Atwood, contain=-
ing recommendations.

T am writing to Mr. Gardner as you request and also
to the Production Officer at the plant, advising that
he take the matter up directly with Mr, Gardner,

AMY HEWES,
Supervisor in Women'!'s Branch,
Industrial Service Section,
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November 6, 19i8.

Miss Amy Hewas,

Depnty Ordnance Cifice,
155 E. Swuperior 5%.,
Chieego, Il1.

My dear Miss Hewes:

1. In a lettar receivad from Miss Schutz
who is in charge of the work in the Bureau of Women and

Children, 8t. Psul, during ny absence, I am advised that
the Twin Clty Forge and Foundry Company, Stillwater, are
only allowln;
lunch seriod.

thetr wonmen fifteen minutes for the noon

3. dr. Atwood rather tried to give the
dmpression that ol ad paven your approvad to thise
arrvangsugnt. Of course we do not bvelieve that but I am
going %0 requestl Liat la the {ulure when you or anyone
representing your office visit nlants in Minnesotet that
an opportunily ve given the inepegtor of Lthe Bureaun of
Nomen and Chiidren (o visit the plant at the same Limg,
wl 80 wmake it possible Lo spenk advisaedly in raply
statements such as were mede at the Twin City Forge and
Foundry Company as welil ss statementa which have heon
mads at other places where insvectors from the Ordnance
and Quartermasters denartwemts have been guoted se ap rove
ing and sangtioning ¥lalations oif our atste law.

A A wire hss bLen gent Mr.Gardiner,
Comnissioner of Labor advising Liw that we are taking this

mather up with vou direct. I trust that you will write
vy, Ggrdiner ani write Mr, Atwood of the Twin City Forge

and Fouamdry coumpany, stating your pelicy regssrdiang the
question of the stats laws.

a

t, Appreciating your colBperstion in this
mattar, I om

Very truly yours,

Agnes Peteraon,
Woman in Industry Service.




JOHN P. GARDINER, OSCAR M. SULLIVAN,
SOMMISBIONER CHIEF STATISTICIAN

STATE OF MINNESOTA AGNES L. PETERSON
SUPT. BUREAU OF WOMEN

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES AND CHILDREN
SAINT PAUL

Miss Agnes L. Peterson,

#4107 Ingomar St.,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Miss Peterson,

Miss Burton and I visited the Twin City Forge &
Foundry Co., Stillwater, yesterday. As you doubtless know this
plant is now a Munition Plant. The hours the women ar¢ working
is 0.K., as they are working 3- eight hour shifts, but the girls
have just 15 minutes for lunch the smame as the men do and are not
docked for that time ‘off., When Miss Burton and I suggested to
Mr. Atwood the requirements of our law he replied that if that
law was enforced he would have to get along without the girls.
We expeet to take up the matter with Mr. Gardner but are &IS0
rather undecided as to whether Miss Hughes, who inspected the
plant recently, countenanced the 15 Minute lunech period, as we
got that impression. Mr. Atwood was very loath’ indeed to let
us go through the plant, but after some discussion condescended

to let us do so.

I went to Miss Clinton's house this momning to get her

key for her desk and found her hobbling around the house.
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She thinks however that she can be back at work by Monday.

Yours Cordislly, .
Kgzer ze (. EHee 4
Sl D) \ b y
o’ ] i / = A e T (ze [’(, Rk
///éW Oi//((?/(/ lccces AAC / i e
Y7 %
/Y 6 e et
/d ﬂ(/{',/{/ e
s

/

igitized for FRASER
tps://fraser.stlouisfed.org





