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Septem_er 3.

Expect report on request for exemption from iSiscont

State labor laws on ,nic:ht work for women male by the

Rodiis Lumber Company, Marshfield, Wisconsin. Matter

referred to Industrial Relations Department of the Buret*

of Aircraft Production. To be reported tJ Mr. Frayne of

War Industries Board 2.s soon as received. Referred

August 6th, 1918
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• -401.•

IN ANSWERING REFER TO

No.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

U. S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

WASHINGTON

August 12th, 1918

Miss Mary Van 'Clock, Director

Women in Industry
Department of Labor
Washington, D. C.

Inclosed please find copy of a letter

from the lioddis Lumber Veneer Co., Marshfield-, 'is. vzhich

was sent to this office by Mr .Huh Frayne, Chairman of the

Labor Division of the War Industries Board. As I consider

this a matter of policy I am referring it to you.

Aa,
, •,:omen's Division.

Digitized for FRASER 
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



T3:1_,u11 COI:Pi/TY

larshfield,

Council of 27ational .2efonse,
C.

Gentlemen:

July 13, 1916

have applied to the Industrial COriniSSi023. of •;isconsin for

permission to employ 4 women at_miht work LI olzx Diaut for tic nruths

of .i.u..„-ast and ,eptember only, are -anised to apply to you.

This COTIVanj is eu-,sa,ser3. in the manufacture of water-proof ply-

wood3 for Lille C-overamenV.3, also a a,subcontractor for the U.

Government for this material.

There is an extreme shortaco of men, but we find vie can era-oloj

a great man:I women.. 2.:auj of these women WhO are app1yint3 for work are

engaged in educational work, such as teachinL; awl only seelz emplo-iment

• during the balance of the sumer awl early part of '..)e-i-Jtember. le should

like permission to employ for such women for this very short period on

that is very 11L;ht, very sPritary and very desirable. 1The con-

sists of passins in and talthig away of very thin veneers from a Philade
l-

te:Ltile dryer. Deneiel arc' 7rov1d.e3_ so t7!--t the7 sit (3.0711 a very

[3onsiriera'ole riortion of the time.

'TOUTS truly,

7C:o0.dirl ;-,anber (c:. Veneer Co.

Digitized for FRASER 
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



MUSK IN INDUSTRY SERVICE

Auguet 6, 1018.

MY dear Major Gitchellg

The enclosed coiy of ,L letter from the RoIAic

Lumber Company 3,nd the accor7anying letter from Mr. Hugh

Frappe are referred e you for each action as you may think

advieable, Wty I augr:est the posoibility of askin4 Misa

?rac7 Corp to rako investipion in rvisconsin act.1g

fr tile Bureau of Aircraft Production •Lrld nct for tho inrfustrial

Co7Imiscion, 0 if this doeo not soer advisable it might 1.'6

poonible for Miss Ary Hewes representingc the women's Fir3rich

in the Chicago Disrict Ordnance Office to ma)re thc. inouiry.

I tOlould be p.:Lti to be informed c.7 the result.

Sineerely yours,

Director, roman in Induutry Servioe,

Vt.jor B. H. litchelit
Office of the Seors4ary of Warp
Washington, D. ..
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Augnst 6, 1T18.

My deqr Yr. Fraynet

Your letter of July 26th enclosing request from thir

RoPis Lumbor Com,any for exemption from the ni7ht 7rork rro-

vision of the State of rieconsin 4.8 received, and the matter

has been referred to tha Indus•.rial Relations Department of

the Bureau of Aircraft Proluction with a relulst for a pronpt

Ac soor an thnir retort is received, we sh411 write

you rearing the rossibility (If such aetion as you suggest.

Sincerely 'ours,

Diroctcr, !loner, 'n Ireuptry Service.

'71.r 13carle

r 7tor, r.C.
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WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD

WAS

B. M. BARUCH 
IN YOUR REPLY

CHAIRMAN
REFER TO 

July 26, 1918.

:ass Mary Van Kleeck, Director,

Women in Industry '3ervice,

Departent of Labor,
Washington, 7). C.

I am herewith enclosing copy of letter addressed to

I:1r. Gifford, Director 'Council of 7ational Defense,

which you will find self-explanatory.

I have previously written this jompany advising that

have turned the matter over to Mr. Densmore whom I

have advised against granting this concession.

This is sent you with the sw;cestion that you hav( a

careful investigation -lade to determine whether some

other plan might not be adopted to avoid setting aside

the labor laws in lisconsin.

.?lease let me have a refort on this matter as soon as

possible.

Thanking you for an early consideration of this matter,

I beg to remain,

Youl's very truly,

Council of liational Defense Building,

18th and D Streets,

7ashington, D. C.

n oor ivisio
ndus tries 3oa
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COPY

RODDIS LUYIBER COMPAiTY

Marshfield, vdsconsin

July 19, 1918

Hon. Walter S. Gifford, Director,

Council of 1Tational Defense,

Washinton, D.C.

Dear „dr:

The Jtate of Wosconsin has made provision whereby

the privilege of employing women for night work may be granted

upon the recommendation of the Council of National Defense,

Washington, D.C. to the Industrial Commission of Wisconsin.

This Company wishes to make formal application for such

a recommendation for the privilege of employing four woman only for

night work during the months of August and September.

This Company is engaged in the manufacture of waterproof

plywood for use on aeroplanes, hydroplanes, for the French Government,

for the Italian Government and for the U. S. GoVernment.

The work We ,:ish to employ the woman on is passing thin

veneers In and out of a Philadelphia Textile Dryer. The work is

very light and conditions are exceedingly sanitary and healthy. The

demands for harvesting make us extremely short of men. This work

is done exclusively during the day by girls, and we have a large number

of women applying for work, among these are younL;,-ox.en teachers, who

wish war work during the summer months.

We would a_xeo not to employ =men under twenty yars old,

if necessary.

';:e assure you that this slit assistanoe is very much

needed at the present time.

Yours truly,

RODDIS ULMER, & VEN12a CO.
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COM:CIL OF NATIOrAL DZFE:SE
Washington

July 22, 1918

Er. Hugh Frayne,
War Industries Board,
Washington, D.C.

1)ear Frayne:

Before bringing the attached to the attention

of the Council of 1;ational Defense, I would appreciate having

your views on the matter.

Very truly yours

(Signed) G.B.CLOJCSON

Secretary of the Council
and Advisory Conmission
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