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FIRST INTERNATIOWAL CONFFRENCE QF WORKING WOMEN

NATIONAL MUSEUM
WASHINGTON, D, C.
OPENING SESSION --- OCTOBER 28, 1919.

The First International Conference of Working Women

was convened at ten o'clock a. m., Tuesday morning, Octo-~

ber 38, 1919, with Mrs. Raymond Robins, the international

president presiding.

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. RAYMOND ROBINS: I am going to call
this meeting to order, please. We will begin by singing
"America", which will be found on thc last page of our song
book, We will also sing the "Marseilles" a little later.
Miss Howison is going to lead us in singing "America."

Whereupon the delegates arose and sang the national
anthem.

After the singing of "America", the international
president, Mrs. Raymond Robins, delivered the following
opening address:

It is with a sense of profound emotion that I bid
welcome to America the delegates to the First Intarnation-
al Congress of Working Women. (Applause) You have indzed
done us a great honor to ask us to be hostesses on this his-
toric ocoasion, and in the name of the trade union of women
of America, in the name of the National Women's Trade Union

League, I bid you welcome.
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We welcome you as delegates, wes welcome you as friandss,
we velcome you as women who have borne the brunt of fivé
years of war, vhose sufferings have touched us to the quick,
and whose courage and steadfastness, illumining the ways
of darkness, have won our reverasnce and devotion.

The experiences of these five years have cut deszp
into the heart of life. At times it sesmed as though
destruction stood triumphant, but today, as Wwe see beyond
the terror and confusion; we discern, though it may be
dimly, the truth of the rord spoken at another great hour
of the world's history; yet once more signifying the re-
moving of those things that are shaken, as of things that
are made, so that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain. A shifting of values, the creation of nev vailues

of life is in prooes.

What mora fitting than that the ‘somen of tha ‘rorld

should choose this hour to accept ani;assume their fuil
responsibilities? Women are the builders of the race.
To us is entrusted the protection of life. The social
and industrial order must me:t this challengs. There
can be no compromisz 'vith the labor of little childran,
There can be no compromise 7ith the exploitation of omen;
with long hours and lo7 'wages. There can be no comprom=
ise with unemployment nor with poverty arising out of
social conditions.

For our consideration, discussion and judgmant there
has bazn placed before this Congress a very simpla legis-

lativs yrogram preparsd by th2 Labor Commission at the
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Peace Conference at Paris, and representing part of that

larger progran to be considered by the Labor Congress
called by the League of Nationms. It is a program for the
care of mothers and babies; for the protection of child-
hood, for the protection of young 7omanhood; it presents
the question of night work, hazardous occupations, con-=
trol of unemployment, and the eight-hour day. In the very
simplicity of the program liecs its significance. Certain
_preliminaries of civilizationxmust be achieved before the
democratic purpose of life can find expression. |

As we are gathered here from many lands we are com-
passed about 7ith a great cloud of witnesses. We will
answer. We will give answer to the cry of little childrem;
we will answer the poor, the oppressed, the peoples strugs—
lingto be free, the men and women struggling to rise into
finer relationship with life. We will ansver the men, our
brothers who died that liberty and justice and democracy
might be translated into life. e will answer their call
with the flaming spirit of righteousness, steeling our
wills, consecrating our hearts and minds %o that service
which gives to life its utmost worth.

Friends, we are gathered here to the First Internatiomn~
al Congress of Working Women. There will be many another.
(Applause) We are the pioneers, and pione3rs are those
men and women who look into the future vith faith and hope

and courage and the certainty that life swmons to a great
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‘adventure. We belong to those who hear the everlaating

whisper --

nSomething hidden; Go and find it;

Go and look behind the Ranges.

Something lost behind the Ranges,

Lost and waiting for you. Go."
Aye, and we will go! We will go and find the hidden trea-
sures of fellowship and understanding. We will go and
find the power of the spirit which cannot be shaken.

Welcome to America! (Prolonged applausé)

Whét I have just said to you, friends, will be first
translated into French, then into Polish and into Czech,
Will you have the same patience that the others have had
with our English?

The address \was thereupon delivered in French, fol-
lowed by prolonged applause.

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS, ROBINS: I will nowv introduce Dr,
Klotz, our Polish interpreter, (Applause)

The address of President Robins was thereupon trans-

lated into Polish, followed by the prolonged applausé of

the Polish-speaking delegates.

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBINS: We will now have the tran-
slation into Czech., I don't see why we don't have it in
Japanese, too; our Japanese deleg&tion.has arrived -- also
Italian. But those delegates urnderstand either French or

English,
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The translation of the address into Czech 'vas

then given,

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBINS: We -vill sing "To

Labor," on page six.

(The song "To Labor" was sung.)

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBINS: We are going to give
our friends a chance to sing with us, Let us sing "The
Mar-seilles." |

(The "Marseilles" was thereupon heartily sung.)

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBINS: I have the great
pleasure and the honor to present to you Mr. Stewart,
the President of the National Federation of Federal Em-
ployees, (Applause) the best of all friends whec stands

by us at all hours, dark and light. (Prolonged applause)

STATEMENT BY MR, LUTHER T, STE™ART,
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEESS:
TASHINGTON, D, C.

Fellor workers, on behalf of the Naticnal Federa-
tion of Federal Employees, ‘thich represants in its mem-
bership the largest group of trade unionists in Washing-
ton, I wish to extend a hearty welcome to the delagates
and visitors to this, the First Internaticnal Congress
of Vorking Vomen.

We who are interested in the mecvement fully ap-

preciate the'importance of the work you are inaugurating
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here. Ve realize that you who have gathered hsre from
distant parts of the earth have come to express intel-
ligently woman's viewpoint on the many vital problems

in the world at the present time, —- 7oman's viewpoint
and not man's view ~ as to “vhat weman's vier should be.
(Laughter and applause)

Tle welcome you here., Ve are thoroughly interest-
ed in the things that have brought you here, that are so
close to you. I 'vish to extend, not only on behalf of
our organization, but on behalf of the individuals mak-
ing up that organization, the agsurance cf our heartiest
support, and the offer of our assistance in any way pos-
sible to make this what e know it will be -~ only & suc-
cessful introduction tu a series of future internaticnal

conferences, and jnternaticnalmorganizations of the work-

ing ‘romen of the world. (Prolongad applause. )

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS, ROBINS: 'e will have that
translated into French.

The address was then translated into French, fol-
lowed by applause.

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS, ROBINS: Doctor Klotz will trans
late it into Polish.

The address as themeupon translated into Polish,

followed by applause.




gitized for FRASER
ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org

oy _

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS, ROBIN3: Ve -7411 now have it
translated into Czech.

Whereupon, the address Was then translated into
Czech, followed by applause. :

THE CHAIRMAN, MR, ROBINS: Before e have the
report from Miss Mary Anderson, who is the secratary of t
the Committee of International Relations of the Nation—-
al Women's 2Trade Union League, we are going to have one
more song, and fhen we are going to have Miss Anderson’s
report; and after that, I want you %o know we will have
one representative from every dalcgatioﬁ give a tord of
greeting to our friends in America. e will sing, "Amer-
joa, the Beautiful."

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBINS: We will no7v hear some
of the messages of grestings and a report -- a vérﬁprief
report -~ from Miss Mary Anderson, the Secretary of the

Committee of International Relations of the National

omen's Trade Union League. Miss Anderson is also omne
-}

of the American delegates of the National Women's Trade

‘Union League, and is here in Washington as Chief of the

tomen's Bureau of the Department of Labor of United
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STATEMENT OF MISS MARY ANDERSON,

CHIEF OF THE WOMEN'S BUREAU OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF LABOR OF UNITED STATES OF AMRERICA.
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I just want to say a few words of greeting to
the foreign delegates and our visitors, just to tell a
few words of what we had to do this summer in order to
organize this conference. Miss Friedmann came down to
help us to do the real work and she has done all of the
work, practically, (Applause) I have just been look=-
ing on and trying to heln vhenever I could.

I wvant to say that in the beginning e worked
on faith, We sent out our calls and we sent across to

the other countries our cablegrams. We didn't hear any-

thing for weeks, and it looked as tho we were not going

to have any delegates at all; and we were saying to our-
selves, "Vell, if we have five delegates here we will
have a great plenty, because w2 cannot expect very many
to come. e know the countries on the other side are
very much exhausted and their peoplaes very much scat-
tered from t he War, and it probably is not possible for
them to send very many women over herej but if we get
that many we will have a Congress, and it will be the

begiming." And then we recalled that the first Congress
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of the Trade Union Men had orly that many present, and
why should we expect that the Congress of the Trade
Union Women would have any more than that? But then
thé cablegrams began to come back, and it seemed to me
that the crowning glory wWas -then we got the cablegram
from Poland saying five were coming! (Applause)

We invited firs%t, of course, t he United States,
(Laughter} then Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, British Empire,
Canada, Australia, gouth Africa, New Zealand, Cuba,
Czecho Slovakia, Ecuador, France, Hedjas, Honduras, Italy,
Japan, Nicaragua, Peru, Poland, Portﬁgal,‘Roumania, Ser-

pia, Uruguay, Argentine Republic, Chile, Denmark,‘the

Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Salvador, Spain, Sweden, .

Switzerland, and Venezuela,

Then we have greetings, first, from Swéden:

"Hoping that the co-operation of -rorking women
w7ill be crowned with success and lead to the
desired result, we remain, with fraternal
greetings,

wFor the Central Board of Social-demccratic
Wwomen.

(Signed)"ANNA LINDHAGEN."

(Applause)
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#Phe 0.S.F.C. of Belgium express fervid hopes
for the success of the Congress organized un-
der the auspices and by the happy inspiration
of the National women's Trade Union League of
Anmerica.

nBe good enough to accept, Madame, the assurance

of my distinguished gsaat iments.

"For the Sscretary,

(Signed) "M. A. CAYMANS . *

ichristiania, October 23,1919
"Vorking Tlomen's World Congress,

ayashingson, D. C.

"Eighteen Norwegian .;omen's organizations
gend hearty greetings hoping ‘women may obtain
influence on their conditions of labor due to
them as individuals and citizens.

nfomen's International League for Peach and
Freedom,

(Signed) WTOMEN'S NATIONAL COUNCIL."

wSupporting the resolution from the Swedish

ally economic assis~

tance for poor mothers and children, Protest
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against obligatory legislation for working women."

(Signed) "National Swedish Woman's Suffrage
Agssociation, Swedish White Ribbon
Agsociation, Swedish Section of
Women's International League for
Pcace and Frecdom.™

This is from London.

"Realize importance Working Woman's Congress.

Send good wishes for success.

"SPENCER for World's Committee
Young Women's Christian Associa-
tion, London.

This is from Denmark:
"Hail and thanks to United Women Workers
World, from organized women of Denmark.

(Signed) "Clara Tybjerg."

This is from Montevideo:
"We are with you in spirit on this great day ."

(Signed) "Doctor Luisi "

This is from London:

"Dear Miss Anderson:
Very many thanks for sending for my

personal
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"information a copy of the official "Call" sent
out to labour organizztioﬁs on behalf of the
International Congress of Working Women. I have
been much interssted in reading this, and send
send you my best wishes for a successful Con=-
ference."
"Yours éincerely,

(Signed) ®ARTHUR iiGNDERSON."

This is from the Suffrage l.eague in Missouri:

"Missouri League of Women Voters send greet-
ings to the First International Congress of Work-
ing Vomen, and will follow the results of thair
conference with great interest.

(Signed) "MRS, GEO, GELLHORN,"

s —— s

That comprises all of the report. (Applause)

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: I will ask for the

translations of the greetings of the absent ones into
French and Polish.

The above messages were thereupon translated in-
to French and Polish,

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: Dr. Klotz is going

to give a brief resume of what has been said in these
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greetings, so that we will understand sach other.

The above messages '2re then translated into
Polish. (Applause)

THR PRESINDENT, MRS, ROBINS: We 7ill now have a

little Czech. (Laughter).
(The translation as thereupon made.)

I see they have all understood ** in the var-
ious languages. I think our Czechs aic very good lin-
quists., We 7ill ask that Mlle, Bouvier give us a word
from France. (¥Polonged applauss)

(Mlle. Jeanns Bouvier, Member of Supreme

Council, French Federation of Labor, and
Member of Minimum Wage Committee for Home-
workers, Department of the Seine, made a
short address in French, which was trans-
lated into English as follows:)

Mlle. Bouvier says she is delighted to come to
this Congress because it will bring the women of the
two countries into closer relationship, both as citizens

and working women; and that is why she is so delighted

to come here. (Applause)

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: Madame Cappe from

Belgium. (Applause)
Mlle. Victoire Cappe, Secretary, National Feder-
ation of Women's Trade Unions for Belgium; Member Advis-

ory Board Minisiry of Labor, Industry and Food Distribution,
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Technical Advisor to Belgianm delegates to International
Labor Conference of League of Nations; made a short address

in Franch, which was translated into English as follows:

Madame has said she is exceedingly happy to
bring hexe the warm greetings of the Belgian peo-
ple, and especially of the workiyg womsn., She says
she cannot express how grateful she ~ . .: ' . the
American women who so enthusiastically helped har
people, and that the action of this Congress will
be the organization of all the women, which of
course, is the ideal, and what she expects 7ill
happen; and it p-oves once more the necessity of

unity altogether, in order to obtain everything for

for which everyone is trying. (Applause).

THE PRESIDENT, MRS, ROBINS: Unless I am very

much mistaken, I se¢e Margaret Bondfield has arrived., Is
she not in the back of the room? (Prolonged applause)

We will have a word from Misé Bondfield, in English!

\ STATEMENT BY MISS MARGARET BONDFIELD,
\
MEMBER OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTREE OF THE BRITISH

TRADE UNION CONGRESS; SECRETARY, NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF WOMEN S WORXERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. -

Mrs. Robins and friends: I am almosf too hot to
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speak even one word. I am separated from my luggage,
and you know what that means ! That is my predicament,
and friends, I know you will not misunderstand me when
I say I am quite unready to speak to you now. I must
confess I did not knew I irould be callad upon to speak
to you tocay.

The British are thinking of you tnday, and think-
ing that the women of the worlid are gc¢ -, t. aelp to com-
plete a new form of civilization hich wiil dispense
with those old wrecking, destroying forms which have been
mixed up with the old civilization. (Applause). How-
ever little we are able to do in constructive building in
conferences like this, at least we can do something in
building up friendships, in building up the spirit of
good will, in building up the spirit of determination
that in the future we will strive for the things that
are most worth while in life; and of course those of
us that belong to the labor movement fesl 7e are working
at the very foundation stones of civilization. Unless

We are consolidated and united, we can never have a pro-

per civilization. (A@plause) Unless labor fraternizes

in a spirit of good will, we can never get this spirit

of the new world. And woman, as part of the great lahor
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movement, has to do her share in this spirit of huild-

ing.

I bring greetings fro. our trade sor 2n's union,

and Miss McArthur wants
she is not able to be
in wvishing this Congre«s
(The Franch translation '7as
THR PRRSIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: IS Doctor Moreau,
from Argentine, in the hall?
Doctor Moreau made a short adiress in Franch.
THE CHAIRMAN, MR<, ROBINS: I will ask that Dr.
Moreau's speech be translated into English

(The translation of Dr. Moreau's address as

given as follows:)

‘I am happy to bring ths greetings of the women of
Argentine, tho are just no’ teginning to realize the
advantages of baing organiz2a. Of course they have
the same troubles as you have here, and the women
are beginning to understand it is absolutzsly necess-
ary for them to unite to gzt better vages, to improve
their conditions, and to get better rorking hours.
They are also Very much oprosed to the injustice of

woren receiving a snraller mage for the same amount

=]
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of work men are doing, and for which they are re-
ceiving larger pay. They have to struggle against
the old prejudice which considers woman an inferior
being to man. She is very glad to see everyone
unite here, coming from different countries and
speaking many different languages, but tho come
here with the same thoughts in thei: "2arte de-
siring all the same things, and she would be very
happy if all the women would be just as united as
are their thoughts. This is the first effort to

group our forces to insure cooperation. (Applause)

THE PRESIDENT, MRS, ROBINS: We will now hear

from Mrs. Takako Tanaka, of Japan. (Prolonged applause)

STATEMENT OF MRS, TAKAKO TANAKA, OF JAPAN
(Speaking in English)

I am just dslighted to be here this morning, but

my lack of English makes it difficult to speak to you.

It is a great pleasure for me, a Japanese woman, to
join this Congress. Japanese women have had to wait
for this right for many centuries, but now they are
ready to take a great interest in your movement. Here
is an opportunity for women from all the countries of

the world to unite in justice, liberty and equality.
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The women in Japan are very sérious minded, and
there aré a great many women working in factcries and
mills, and we women of Japan are irying to do the best
we can; and I ask very much for your cooperation, and
hope this conference will result not only in the great
uplift of the women citizens of Japan, but 'vill have
grand results for you all. I thank yon {Prol hnged

applause)

(The address was then translated into French.)

THR PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBBINS: We are going to
hear from Mme. Falixa Konopska, who vill give us a mes-

sage from Poland. Mme., Kenopska represents the Frade

iinions of Poland. During the war the vomen in Poland

operated the 1ndustfies on a cooperative basis in vhich
all the working romen were proprietors of these indus-
tries, and Mrs, Knopska was the Director of the very
first cooperative association established in Poland.
At that time this was but an experiment, But now there

are many such associations established in Poland.

(The translation of Mme. Knopska's address into

English was as follows:)

Mrs. Konofska brings greetings frcm the trades
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unions she represents to all the trade unions of women in
America first, and of the world afterward - Europe, Asia,
South America. ©She wants to express her admiration to the
American women who first strctched out their hands of
friendship to hslp their sisters in ther republic, ~ for
it is now a republic. (Applause.)

Mrs. Konofska also wants to express her faith in
this, the first Congress of the Working Women. She says
that women now all over the world will ..mv¢ & epecial
mission in contributing to the reconstruction period.

You probably all know the condition Poland is now in.

The kingdom is all desstroyed, and the wvorking people need
help in reconstructing their lives and businesses. The
Polish women expect the working women of the world will
be bound together in a close friendship in order to be
able to contribute to the world reconstruction in this
very critical period of the work, and she

She greets again everybody and concludes with

"VIVE L'AMERICA!" (M

(The address was translated into the French Language

also.)
THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBBINS: Now we will hear from
across the Border. Mrs. Derry from Canada.

MRS. DERRY. (Translation into English.) I would

gitized for FRASER
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1like to express my apcreciation at being present at this
Congress. It seems to me a very wonderful opportunity

for us all to be here and meet all the various represent-
atives from the different countries. Each country has

its own perplexity, and each onc hares will be interested

to hear each country's explanation of its perplexities, and
sece if there is some way we can unite in solving these.

I think all the problems are practically s carme, and it
is a matter of the women holding their own and preventing
the manufacturcers from exploiting them.

W2 seem so close across the border that we feel al-
most a part of your organizztion here in this country.
And we watch closely what our American friends, expecial-
ly the trad unions, are ioing. Our sisters across the
way have a splendid organization, and I wish our organ-
ization could be unitsd with yours soO that we can do an
international work. Canada 1is 8O small that our women
have not tihe strength to form their own organizations,
and we need scme assistance from this side of the 1line
to organize us and to wake up some of the members of our
organization so that 2 work mey be dones that will be a

benefit to all.

(Mrs. Derry's remarks were translated into French.)

THE CHAIRMAN, MRS. ROBBINS: Now we are going to have

gitized for FRASER
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the pleasure of heariing from Mme. Cassarteli Cambrini.
Mme. Cambrini is the officicl advieing delegate tc the
Internationa) Congrzss for the Itel ian Government.

MME., CAMBRINI: (rpoke in Italian). The English
translation of her address was ac follows:

I wish to speak ir I%alian; and I am sorry that
I cannot speak English and French. I will use my lan-
guage with the sweetest voice I can. 1 1 oaas the
same music which we uce to speak to our friends the
choicest love-words. Our voices here, may we not say,
will constitute a great harmony as from an orchestra
of many pieces, with your splendid president as the
leader. Probably in our discussiocns some of our voices
will be a little stronger, but that will be because of
the strong pulsing of our hearts.

I have listened to your songs, and I have listened
to your spoken words, and the same kind of music has come
also into my heart, and our chairman, as the leader of our
orchestra will bring forth from our souls and cur hearts
the best music, the bect tones we are capable of produc-

ing.

We must work here together for justice, for good-

ness, for truth. Especially truth is the workd asking
for, - truth in everything, because in our country es-

pecially we do not get the truth always, which we are
80 earcer for
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so eager for., We must work together to improve humamity.
We must point the working women to an ideal.

Jn our country we have two million working pecple.
Some work in indsstries, and one millicn in clerical work;
also we have sixzteen thousand teachers. All these women
if organized could make a power for good, and could better
humanity. We will do our best to work with you to 1ift high
this ideal for the world, -- a better humanity! (Prolonged
applause. )

(The address was translated into English and French.)

THE PRESIDINT, MRS ROBINS: We have ¥wo more countries

from whem we are going to receive greetings, - Oweden and
Czcho-Slavakia. Miss Kirstin Hesselgiaden, from Sweden,
will now speak to us:

MISS HESSELCRADEN (Translation in English): I am
from a very small country in the far north. I have been
sent here by my gevernment as a member of the delegation
to this Labor Congress. It was only the last day I was
at hore that I heard of this Congress. You see it takes
such a long time to come from our country. And I was ask-
ed if I would be one of the members of the delegation,
and I was more than glad indeed to say yes.

You see I have heard something already about your
country. You all know ycur aim., You know what you want,

I think it is a very good thing that this meeting should
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be in Arerica; this is the proper place for the first
meeting c¥ thie kirc. America is the land of liberty --
the lanG of ovr drecams. (Applause.)

We bave half a million people over there, and our
poor little counily hag been working very hard during %he
last five or ten years for demeccracy, and I think I can
tell you that we are now one of the most democratic peoples
in Europe, and this means that the women r=ve go* something
to say in our country. I think I can piumise you that the
women of Swuien will do their best to promote the ideals
of this Congress, that they will stand 2s one till right
is done. {Applanse.)

(The address was %ranslated into Frenech.)

TEE PRZSIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: We are now going to hear
from Czecho-Clovakia., We have with us two delegates, Mes-
dames Stychovra and Majerova.

MYE. STYCHOVNA (From *runs1a*1ﬂ*1 into anuuh) Our
Czecho—810vul a delegates are exceedingly gled to be rep-
resented here. It is the f1”"f time the Czecho women have
been represented emong other nations. These women have gone
through & great deal )f suffering during this war at +tbhe
hands of Aiz+ria. The women ag mﬂll as the men ang
gled during all these years tc obiain their liberty.
the women have the right to vote, and many of thenm Fav
elected to office in the municipality. The Cgzecho-Slovakia
women desire to express their rreo*-*gs tc this assembly as
well as to our American hestess2s who have been perfect host-
esses to the Czecho-Slovakia dolegation. They also hope in

the future peace will be the rule of the world -- eternal
peace! (Applauvse.)

(The address was translated into Englicsh and French.)

(A recess was taken at this point until 2.0 o'ciock,

P. ¥.)




(The Tuescay afterncon, Octoba 25, 1919, session
7as convened at 3:4C o’'clock p.m., with the international
Mrs., Raymond Rébins, rresiding. )
THE PRERTDENT, MRS, RORINS. T am just going to make
an announcemant i: ly on2 of our fivs or six languages.
I want all e delegates ¥ncv that e rill have cars

here to take them at 3:30 to their respeci*—~2 hetcls, so

'¢ cannall be at the Burlington Hotel at 4:30 o'clock

for the tea; and to this t2a ars coming the reprssenta-
tives of our governmsnt -- or rather the rives of the
representatives of our government! (Laughter) -- at

, and the wives of the membars of various embassies,

"ives of our senators, the wives of th2 cabin

e€rs, =-- will all b2 with us, and the Amarican :toman
in Vashington who -tish to have the opnortunity and the
privilege of greeting you, '7ill also be thsre. So I
just want sverybody to ruowv that tha cars 7ill bs ready
at 3:30 and for all tha uslegat ure to be on
hand; and tl here vill i 2 little breathing space
bet7een th

o0 havz that announcement translated,

first into _French, then into Polish and into Czeoch,

(Whereupon the translations callsd for by the
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v
President were i.ade.)
THRE T)pﬂ’:Tij?Tf‘[‘r’ Mma, ROBINS:. It g‘iv 3 mMe vVery reat
pleasure, friends, to introduce to you Miss Mary Van
Cleek, % g hief of the first "oman in Industry

Service" of the Derartment of Labor of the national gov-

ernmert, Mise Van Cleek,had been, earlier than that, one

of our first and staunchest friends in the trade union
movement among women, and she has servec

as the one roman definitely charged vith the resvonsibil-
ity of adjusting the condiitions of work to the possibil-
ities of wonen serving to the best of their capacity in
that tremendous war-time emergency. Mary Van Cleek,
(Prolonged applause.)

(Whersupon the introduction of Miss Van Cleek by
the president-general was repeated to the dzlegates in
French, eliciting prolonged aprlause.)

THE PRESIDENT, MRS, RORTVA: We will just have our
Polish friends understana also w#ho Miss Van Cleek is.

(whereupon the introduction of Miss Van Cleek was
translated into Polish, folloved by arnlause.)

THE PRESIND®EMT, MRS, RPOBTNS: Miss Mary Van Cleek

= 1
herself. (Prolonged applause.)




ADDRESS BY MIS® MARY VAN CLEEK

Chief of the Bur=zan of Wemen in Industry

Department of Labor, Washington, D.C,

Madame President, and delegates to the Internetional
Convention of Working Women: There are several reasons
whgyit is fortunats and aprropriate that this first
International Congress of Working Wemen should come to
the United States, he first of these .csun. i3 be-
cause there are, in this land of ours, the fellow-
countrymen of so many of youy and that so many of us
ar: descendants of the same races and the same nation-
alities that you represent there across the seas; and,
hence, already in America there ars awaiting you the

respons2, the keenest sympathy, of your own kith and

kin, ani that should mean that the influence of that

spiritual kinship should weld us into a true inter-
national fellowship of which this gathsring ie the
symbol,

But, for a very practical rsason it 1is fortunate
and appropriate that you should come to the United
States, because, as you will discover, I «m afraid the
United States at this moment has no program and no
policy for industry which cormiends the allegiance of

a large enough group to say that this is the message
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of America to this conference on labor in this year 1219,
There are groups in America which have programs, and
groups which have policies, and those groups thich are
trying to interpret this new era in this country of ours,
needs the help which such a conference can give, and they
need that help for a very vital reason., You have a part,
every country represented here has a part, in what Amer-
ica may do at this time in the rorld's history, just as
American has an interest in all that you y 40 in your
industrial problems in your own land. For we are all
very much concerned in each other's affairs, and that is
the practical reason for this gathering. If America,

or if any other land fails to awaken to this opportunity
we are going to set back progress by just that much; but
if, on the other hand, Arerica and all the races repres-
ented in America and the lands which they represent can
feel a true unity in solving these problems, the strength
will be tremendous; and it is in that spirit that I should
like to speak of the past of this conference in relation
to the problems which we are facing here, not with any

1zsire to claim any undue attention for the problems of

the United States, but with the feeling that our problems

are umioubtedly common in many lands, and that those
differences which there are may be clarified by this

discussion,




DS
THE PREQIDENT, MRS, RORINS: Will you pause, just for
& minute? We will have the French translaticn, catching
up with the addres
("hereupon the French translation was mads to the
audience.)
THE PRESTDENT, MRS, RORTNS. ws will have Dr. Klotz

translate the address for the Polish delegates.

(whereupon the translation into Pol* " wag iade by

Dr. Klotz.)

THE PRESINEMT, MRS, ROBTNS: (addressing the trans-
lator, Mwe. KlotZ); Miss Van Cleek is wondering if she
said all that! (Prolonged laughter.)

(The Polish translation elicited much applause from
the Polish delsgates.

MISS VAW CLEEK: (Conginuing) One of the character-
istics of this period that we face is that a discovery
is being made. It is a discevery that shocks some people
and stimulates others, and it does cause a good deal of
concern to two groups of -- as we call them in America --
"stand-patters." One of the groups of "stand-patters,
#Bothe reactionaries, 'vhose geal is the prevantion of all
change, And the other group of "Stand-patters," who are
just as "stand-pattish” as the first! (laughter) are those

radicals of a certain type who are so committed to a
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A
theory, to their own diagnosis of the evils of society,
that they arc not villing to let anyone talk in any
othed phrasess or to hear any proposal which would seem
not to be in line with that they have been saying for
many years. And neither type is really alive to this
discovery, and that is, that Democracy is not a thipgg
that you can handle as you can go out and buy a yard of
cloth; it is hot even an institution tlic 7urn can point
to and say, "There is Democracy. See how it works." It
is not a system; it is not a program; it is not anybody's
platform. It is a spirit which has to enter into a
community and transform its institﬁtions, and it can
only do it in one way, and that is, through the 1lives
of the members of that community; and you can have a
Democracy which is not created by that living vital
force which is represented in human life and human in-

telligence and human activity. And participation of all

the groups in the community is essential to that spirit

of Democracy.

Now, Democracy can change., It has different riethods
in different places, a2nd difforent ages, and this does
not mean, if we accept that, that we are vague and merely
theoretical. JIf we are ccommitted to the idea that Dem-
ocracy is a living, moving, growing thing, it marks us
off from the doctrinnaire who is so committed to a theory

of things and the theory of life that he cannot understand




=B~
life itself when it ses him,
Oa the o%sher hari, we are not called only to dream
dreams and s vizicra, fmportant as that is, if we are
Demcaracy, bul w2 are
sanse in any given time
and any given place there is probably one among many
proposals that is wipe fer action, vhich is more in
line with the Spirit of Democrasy Lharn any others; and
it is not difficult to see ii 1he PropCia. s w.lCid are
faced in various places, those which ar “he direction
of Democracy and. those which are opposed to the Spirit of
Democracy. And so we have a very mighty responsibility to
see clearly what thisgrowing Ceveloping thing is, and at
the same time an cpperiunity o be able to translate it
into practical action, to translate 1% into great programs
which will fi%t our cwn counszy and our own Time and our
own place, with the assuranaé that thay are in the Spirit

of Democracy.

And. the second characteristic of this period --

that may sound trite, but I think it needs a restatement, —-

is the thing that we are 21l irterested. in, tke thing that
is explaining our action throughout the werld, it seems to
me, is that we are seeking for a new expression of the

meaning of the standazd of 1life, the standard of life, not

in the sense only of food and housing and clothing, altho
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it means that, and not orly those things, with education

and recreation and other things added, but also the stand-
ard of life which mears that added to all these things is
both the opportunity, the power and capacity to take a share
in the affairs of the community, and to take a share in in-
dustry itself.

This new conception of the standard of life -- I speak
of it as "new," I think that's.because it is growing and
dawning upon large groups than it has in - .2 poot, -—— this
new conception of the standard of life is really a challen-
ge to the autocratic use of economic power that is its
source. We are tired of seeing economic power used by a
few instead of for the benefit of the many.

And it is more than that: It is a demand that the
standard of life which is deemsd desirable in the nation
should be attainable by the average man, the standard of
life including again the opportunity to express oneself,
the opportunity to take part in this bringing of the real
Spirit of Democracy to our land.

Am there are thing which interfere with this stard-
ard of life. It is going to demand a changed relaticn of
the workers to industry ahd to industrial production, and
its management and control. It is going to mean a changed
relation of the workers to government and of govermment to

this standard of living, for out of the war has come a
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higher wages and
hours ard bette

those things, but it

this chance to participate in the control of the

ditions of industry and the conditions of sociely.

longed applause.)

THE MRS. ROBINS: We will nrow ask for the

~v~1~ \—w\ m
PRE NT,

French translatioson arnd alsc the Polish translation.
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MISS VAN CLEET (contimuing): Of course women ars
concerning in all tvhese rrod.ocms, and in their solwution.
But women have also very special relation to the subjiect
of our discussion, arni perhaps I can express it best by
saying it seems to me that this conference has a twe-fold
significance: First, that it shoulid be possible to held
it; and, second, that it should be necessary to hold it.
That it should be possible to gather toget™ -z from so~
many countries representatives of organizatio ns of work-
ing women, showe us how thoroughly established throughout
the world is the industrial position of women. But the
fact that it should be necessary te hold it, that we can-

not safely leave it to the official international congress

to consider the interests of women, is very significant,

more especially as the necessity for it has been realized,
not by theory but by actual events.

Since the signing of the armistice women have had no
direct share in the terms of the Peace $resaty. It is a
man-made peace. Women have had no direct share in the la-
bor platform, and ite international conference, with its
emphasis on the protection of women in industry rather than
its emphasis on the participation of women in plans to pro-
tect themselves (Applause) which is eignificant of the atti-

tude of men, even in the labor movement, toward women. And
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we must confess that women in America, and I imagine wo-
men in other lands as 7ell, have yet to win recogaition
of their normsl position in relation to industrial pPro-
duction. They have yet to win the right to choose their
own occupations withou$ any sccial prejudices against
their chcice, and more fundamental still, they have yet
to win the rigat tc a wage based on precisely the same
censiderations that determine the wages of men,

We seek not the proection of men age nst uie evils
of industry, but we seek such a position in industry, such
a position in relation to the controlling forces of indus-
try, as will enmable women to remove the evils of industry
as they affect either men or women workers! (Applause) -

so as to change the conditions of working life and indus-

try that there will be no question of work either by a man

or a woman as being detrimental to the home or to the wel-
fare of children.

And be it noted that it is not only the employment of
women at this moment ‘vhich is detrimental to the home or
detrimental to the welfare of children; there are many con-
ditions in the employment of men which are certainly detri-
mental to the home and detrimental to the welfare of chil-
dren. But we do not seek to solve those problems by re-
stricting the occupations of women, or by seeking to es-

tablish for them a position in industry which is that of
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we must confess that women in America, and I imagine wo-
men in other lands as well, have yet to win recogaition
of their normel position in relation to industrial Pro—
duction. They have yet to win the right to choose their
own occupations without any sccial prejudices against
their cheice, and more fundamental 8till, they have yet
to win the right tc a wage based on precisely the same

censiderations that determine the wages of men.

We seek not the proection of men age. 3t wic evils

of industry, but we seek such a position in industry, such
a position in relation to the controlling forces of indus—
try, as will enable women to remove the evils of industry

as they affect either men or women workers ' (Applause) -

80 as to change the conditions of working life and indus-

try that there will be no question of work either by a man
or a woman as being detrimental to the home or to the wel-
fare of children.

And be it noted that it is not only the employment of
women at this moment which is detrimental to the home or
detrimental to the welfare of children; there are many con-
ditions in the employment of men which are certainly detri-
mental to the home and detrimental to the welfare of chil-
dren. But we do not seek to solve those problems by re-
stricting the occupations of women, or by seeking to es-

tablish for them a position in industry which is that of
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a. protected group. We do mot want +n stop with any ME°©
grams of protection. Lot us go as fact and as far as We
can to remove the evils ofgindustry, but let ui do it by

the only, safe way, that ié, by giving women their nrral

place in industry, ‘ard giving them a chance to axprans

the woman's point of view in regard to the effect of in-
dustrial relations on the home and on childrean. {Applause)
Ard it is exceedingly important that this conference
should feel that it is devoting itself % .. vrry sekious
discussion of -how those things a re to be brought about,
not as a protest only for women, but as their construct-
jve share in world affairs at this moment.
May I mention only one other subject which has been
so clear in this war in several countries, that primncipal
of "equel pay for equal work ." {Applause). It has received
endorsement from very high places, of ficial endoxsement in
jmportant industiral countries that have taken part in the
war; but it has not golten down to a policy; it has not been
carried out. It is an illustration of the diffexrence be-
tween the endorsement of an eacy principle and its appli-
cation in industry itself, and that is what wemen are suf-
fering from today, too many o7er jdealistic and humanitarian
expressions of opinion on the mart of society regarding wome
in industry, and too little getting down to the real problem
of women in industry, and listening to what the women them-

Adwam haws tn @sav as to ho4 those things are to be applied.
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And that leads to the expression of the hope that
this conference will adopt a policy which will make it
unique in history, that is, that it will give at least
half of its time to the discussion of the methods a:d

S dla

the means for the accomplishment of the ends which it de-
sires; and I mean by that, not merely the idea of wall-
directed propaganda which wiil win others to our icdeas,
but I mean the adoption of a definite poiicy on the part
of the organizations of wcmen that are represenced here,
of study in industry, and of the problems that these or-
ganizations are facing, - the whole subject that we call
"method of technigue." If the liberal forces of society
had paid as much attention to method and technique as
selfish interests have paid, we should have very mmch less
poverty and fewer problems at this noment; but the liberal
forces are too much inclined %o forget that things are ac-
complished in industry and in society by perfectly practi-
cal methods of accomplishment, that there is a technique

of application of that thing to that industry. We are deal-

ing with a grouvp of occupations, each one with its own pro-

blems, each one with some differences, and it is ordy through
a thorough-going understanding of those differences, through
a thorough~going study of what those relations mean to the
industry, and how industry can be so changed as to yield

not only wealth for society, but a new standard of life for
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all its members,
we need in all cux
direction of
methods o¢f making

Thexre is a
not long ag:
the adve ener
cracy rubbed his lairp, ard the four
leapéd into a ctiont™ (Tagsl¥erYy ~~ Now the weomen
labor movesuntikno'r that that is not the way thing
done. That is not the way the ideels of D Cy ar(
achieved, We know that when we really set out theoughts
and devote our lives to ths expregssion of this Spirit of
Democracy in human institutions, we are setting ourszlves
to an unending tack, a task which changes generaticn after
generation, which cannot be
generation, and leit to itselif for all time %o come, but
needs to be done orer again through ths pleasure which the
hew generation takes in its owi “ebid: and i% is becaduce it
is such a big task of public education and nublic action to
which we are committed tha%t it is gend for the women of many
lands to take counsel tegether as to the way in which we can

trzemendous responsibility of the new social vision.

(Prolonged applause.)

(Prolonged applause also grected the translation into

French and Polish.)
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gitized for FRASER
ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org

B

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: We have a few moment.
Does anyone desire %to aslk Miss Van Cleck a question?

MLLE. JEANNE BOUVI®R, REPRESENTING THE GARMENT WURKRRS
OF FRANCE: (Translation into English by the President,
Mrs. Robins.) Mlle. Vouvier is asking if Miss Van Cleek
will anewer the question as to whether the wages of women

in Ameriéa were raised, and if so, how much, during the war.

MISS VAN CLEEK : Ore capnot give a comprehensive an-

swer to that at all, because there have - .° "cen really com-
prechensive statistices in this countrty. Undoubtedly there
was an increase in wages. Of course, in many of the new
occupations for women, there is nothing to compare it with
before the war. In those same occupations we know very
generally women were paid less than the men whose places
they had taken. We know that some women in the muaitions
plants were paid equal wages actually, or carned the same

as the men whose places they had taken. There were certaln
places vhere that was observed, ard those wages scometimes
went to twenty-five and thifty dollars a week. On the othe:
hand, in the industries that had Dbeen well paid industries
pefore the war, -- we know, for instance, in the cardy trade
in Philadelphia, here a sp=2cvial investigation was made by
the Women's Board, that although there had beenran increase
in wages, if you reduced your scale of the dollar to the buy-

ing power of the dollar before the war, the change had al-
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most been inconsiderable. There had bezn an increase in
the nominal pay, but varv 1isile more.
that both the range of occupasicn fur women was vewn
ly enlarged during the war, and that they proved their
capacity in a variety of cccupctiona. Nevertheless, t
wages of women we still far below a liviug wage, and vary
far below a family wage, in spite of tha fact that in this
country, as in other counirizs, womca have dependents whom
they are supporting. =

~ (The answer of Miss Van Clesk was translated into
French,)

MISS VAN CLERK: I should 1ik=s to add that I hope that
question will be answered in thc conference by a good many
women who represent different industries in this conference,
and who can give a much more intimate knowledge of what
happened to wages during the war.

s gquzstion

(Miss Van Clezk's reply to Mlle. Bouvier
was also translated 4t this point into Polish,)

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. ROBINS: just want to read two
telegrams. Unfortunately, Miss Van Clesk has to lzave, to
catch a train to go back to New Yovk, so we cannot go on with
the discussion, but we will havs it for the coming week. 1In
the meantime, we are glad to knov here is a telegram announc-
ing the arfival of our dslegate from Norway, who is as far

as New York.
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And we have also this telegram from Jiillian Wald, who

is the head residcaw worker of tha seltlernernt in Nav York

City. This is for our ororseas delegates, as

eg folloras

PCongratwi.ati orgeamizeation end o the

49

President of tlLe Comgrees of WTOrk-

I re

ing Vigmen., geo®

be with you crn this very

ol & 19
WY 4l

important and mo wrpottancs of

it cannot be oversia“ await wi‘h deep-

est interest the w2auld of your consultas: -:a

(Signed *Lilliaa Wald."®

(Applause.)

(The two telegrams just read were translated into

Rrench.)

TH® PRESILENT, MFS, ROBING: Befcxe 3--

-

we adjoura, b

casue, strang

]

e as it may sesin; tha hour has cors, -

has been so short tc ms. -- bercre we adjoura I wan: to

agk if we thirk it ie podsible 1o get together tomorrow

morning at nine-thirty inets

those delega tcs to oux

the official 1=

that, for the sake of taking movin

once more, we would have to aljourn at T am wvon-

dering if wie feel that wo cculd com: hers by nine-thirty

to undertake some work, and get rid of some of ths prelim-
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inariea. We want to have a megeting also of the Executive
Committes. ssibl 3 can meet this evening, Tiae Executivs
Committee jsts of one delegate from cvery ccuairy. We
have had a few preiiminary meselings, but we want Tuel
be represented, and we wart Jfopan ¢ D¢ wita e
desire Swedsn alsc to be resresented, and the oelegat
those countries onlv arrived this

I am going to ack thet what I just said togoun be trans-
lated first into French and then into Po 1, 223 then we
will get the answers from the delegates.

(Whereupon the translation of the President's announce-
ment was made in both French and Polish.)

THE PRESDENT, MRS. ROBSINS : Are there any other
matters that we ought to take up before we have our adjourn-

ment at the present time? I do want to ask -- is it under-

stood we will come together at nine-thirty in the morning?

Miss Friedman has an announcement to make to the dele-
gates at this time. I want you all to know who Miss Fried-
man is. This splendid exccutive was loaneC to our corfer-
ence by that great and noble orgenizaition of women, known
as the Young Women's Christian Association. {proliorged ap-
plause.) Miss Friedman has been in charge of the arrange-
ments for this conference. She has worked untiringly for
its success. t gives me a great deal of pleasure to pre-

sent to you this friend of oumwho also is a member of our

ps://fraser.stlouisfed.org
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(Whereupon adjournment wag
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DEPARTMENT OF LAPOR
Office of the Chief Clerk
WAS HINGTON

Department Letter No, 1, June 15, 1918,

To officers and employees of the Department of Labor
and others traveling on official business of the department:

Effective June 10, 1918, the United States Railroad Administration
ordered an increase in the rates for passenger transportation, and special
attention is directed to Section 10 of General Order No. 28, issued by the
Director General of Railroads, which provides that:

"Passengers traveling in standard sleeping cars and parlor
cars shall be required to pay an additional passage charge of
sixteen and two-thirds (16 2/5) per coent of the normal one-way
fare, and passengers traveling in tourist sleeping cars an addi-
tional passage charge of eight and one-third (8 1/3) per cent
of the normal one-way fare. The foregoing charges are in addi-
tion to those required for the occupancy of berths in sleeping
cars or seats in parlor cars."

Accordingly there are in offect three classes of charges for the trans-

portation of passengers, viz:

(a) Fares for transportation in coaches,

(b) Fares for transportation in standard sleeping cars or parlor cars;
these charges being exclusive of rates for berths, sections,
seats, etc., in such equipment,

(c) Fares for transportation in tourist sleeping cars;
these charges being exclusive of rates for berths or sections

in tourist cars.

The following instructions will govern the use of Government Requests
for Transportation:

(1) Government Requests for Transportation now call for tickets at low=-
est available fare, and same will be honored only for tickets good in coaches
unless passage in standard sleeping car, parlor car, or tourist car is spe-
cifically designated.

(2) When only coach tickets are requircd the requcst will be filled out

as in the past.

(3) When standard or tourist sleeping cars or parlor cars are to be used
the entire distance called for by the passage ticket, the re-
quest will be filled out as in the past, but should also bear
the following specific notation, as the case may require, in
the blank spece in the block at the right of the request:

"For travel in standard sleeping car®
or "For travel in parlor car,"
or "For travel in tourist sleeping car."
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(4) When standard or tourist sleeping cars or parlor cars are to be
used only a part of the distance called for by the passage
ticket, one request will be issued for coach ticket only
and another request issued for the additional charges for
transportation between the same points shown on the request
calling for the sleeping or parlor car accommodations. The
request covering the additional charges should bear the
following specific notation, as the case may require, in
the blank space in the block at the right of the request:

"For additional fare in standard sleeping car ONLY,"
or "For additional fare in parlor car ONLY,"
or "For additional fare in tourist sleeping car ONLY."

(5) Separate requests must be issued for accommodations in standard or
tourist sleeping cars, or for scats in parlor cars.

(6) Memorandum copies of requests must egree in every detail with the
original requests, and the value of the transportation fur-
nished indicated in the space provided for the purpose. The
war tax must not be included in the reported cost of trans-
portation,

(7) War Tax. Government requests must be used where the fare is in
excess of 35 cents, and also for sleeping and parlor car
accommodations and staterooms on vessels. In emergency cases
when transportation requests are not available, and payment
of cash fares is required, tax-exemption certificates should
be prepared, using Treasury Department, Office Commissioner
of Internal Revenue, Form 731, and delivered to the ticket
agent or conductor. These certificates will be supplied by
the Department.

(8) Transportation requests and tax-exemption certificates must not be
used for personal or private purposes,

(9) Mileage and scrip books now being obsolete, those on hand should be
forwarded, through usual channels, to the Department.

B

Chief Clerk.




July 12, 1918,

Divisions and Branches of the Office of the Secretary,

\ca—tnuur Gensral of Immigration,
Coumissioner of Iabor Statistios,
Commissioner of Naturalisation,
Chief, Children's Bureau,
Director General, U. S. Employment Service,
Director, Industrial Housing and Transportation.

In accordance with a decision of the Comptroller
of the Treasury dated July 6, 1918, wherein it 4is held that
it is bdad accounting policy for a Disbursing Clerk to sign
transportation requests, it will be the policy of the
Department, in the future, for the D?.pbnrﬂng Clerk to be
the custodian of the transportation requests which will
be issued to the different bureaus aad services designating

an employee to sign all transportation requests issued by

it, using the title "Issuing Officer".
By direction of the Secretary:

COPY L.D.

.
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DEPARTAONT OF LADOR
Offiee of the Chief Clark
Washing ton

Magmst 7, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry Service:
Supplementing mosoran i of the Sescretary uwnder
date of July 20th, you will please proparo your waokly

service report in triplicale -~ one copy for the Secretary,

P b o a L —
one ooy for the Assistant Seareotary, and one e Ar. Frani-

farter, Aseistant to tho Seoretary.

Iy direction of the Secroti:




DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Office of the Chief Clerk
Washington

Ne. 8-78 Avugust 5, 1918.

Dirsctor, Woman in Industry Service:
The Department of State has directed attention

to the advisability of mentioning subject matter and file

oucber in acknowledging receipt of commnications from that

" Depar tment. In the present stress of affairs it is highly
desirable that the Department should cooperate, and to that
end it is requested that the foregoing suggestion be observed

so far as is possible.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
0ffice of the Chief Clerk.
Washington

August 22, 1918,

Director, Woman in Industry Service:
Beginning with Thursday, August 224, all matters
requiring departmental action are to be prepared for the

signature of the Acting Secretary.
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August 28, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry Service:

To enable thils Departusnt to make proper distribution
of telegrsms and mail, ss well as t0 euabls the satchmsn to

answer Inquiriss concerning ths location of all eaployees of

bé furnished with accurate snd up-to~date information at all
tlmes councerning its persomnal.

Accordingly, there is traasmitied horewith, a supply eof
directory cards which please have {illed out in triplicate and
returned to this office at your earliest coaveulsnce. If

an additional supply 1s needed, kindly eall this ofiice.

All future changes should be)repo;:ted immediately.
7 >

s 4
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

WASHINGTON

September 6, 1918.

Chief, Women in Industry:

In view of the fact that the Post Office Department
has discontimed its former practice of gratuitous dietribution
of Postal Guides, it will be necessary for the department to pur-
chase these Guides directly from the publisher.

It is, therefore, suggested that in the .event copies of
this publication are required for official use that your office
request, on Form Gen. No. 4, in the usual manner such copies ae

may be needed.

Chief Clerk.
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September 13, 1918.

Chief Clerk:

In reply to your memoraniun of September llth, we
have given full consideration to the poasibility of having the
Woman in Industry Service elsewhere than in Washirgton. In view
of the fact, however, that thie Service is specifically instructed
to maintain close contact with all the work for women in imlustry
carried on in other federal departwents &s well as in other divigions
in the Department of Labor, ani in view of the fact that we must
mcossarily be a part of the War Labor Administration, our decision

in this matter would have to be govermed by a decision of the other

dgaling i
groups wiﬂx natioml labor problems. It would seem hardly practicable

for these groups to be located elsewhere than in Washirgton, in view
of theifachoed GhmAsctions with other departwents of the Governwent,

hich are probably to be.permanent here.

Mary Van Kleeck,
Director, Woman in Industry Service.




DEPARTHMENT OF LABOR
Jffice of the Chief Cierk,

Washington
September 11, 1918.

The following memorendum from the Secretary to the Fresident,
addressed to the Secretary of Labor, together with the Resolution
of the Semate referred to therein, is hereby transmitted for con-

sideration and report. Kindly give this early attention.

By direction of the Secretary. 4
[ /;ﬂ/szé;

2&,/ - (.’( / g
/ Chief Clerk.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, September 9, 1918.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The President directs me to send to you the enclosed copy of
& resolution adopted by the Semate, snd tc ask that you send him
a report as to whether there are umder your jurisdiction any bu-
reaus, or perts of buresus, commissions, or subdivisions which
could discharge their functions and perform their duties as well
outside the District as here, and also your judgment as to what

action should be taken in respomse to the resolution.
Sincerely yours,

J. P. Twmlty,
Secfetary to the President.
Hon. William B. Wilsen,
Secretary of Labor.

S, Res. 296.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

September 6, 1918.
RESOLVED, Thet the President be requested, where compatible
with the public service, for the purpose of relieving the conges-
tion of populstion in the District of Columbia, to order the trens-
fer from Washington to other citles in the country for the duratiom
of the wer of such bureaus, or perts of buresus, cormissions, and
subdivisions of the several departmmuts as can discharge their
functions and perform their duties as well outside of said Dis-
triet as within its boundaries, such order to be effective not
later tha® the first day of October, amo oomini, ninetcen hundred
and eighteen.
Attest:
Jameg li. Baker,
Secretary.
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EPARTMENT OF LABOR
office of ths Chief Clerk
Washington

September %3, 1918.

For a mumber of weeks, waskly progress reports have
been submitted by the various Bureaus and Divisions of the Depart-
ment. These reports are asked for in agcordance with a general
plan being followed by all the Departments engaged in carrying out
the war program of determining each weesk what progress has been
made. The Labor Department is responsible for the war labor pro-
gram and weekly reports are neaded to determine whether we are
meeting that responsibility by adequately covering the fleld and eo=
ordinating our work with the work of the other Departmenta.

Doubtless because the purpose of the reports was not
clearly set forth, the reports thus far submitted have not always
enabled us to do this. While the reports shounld be brief, they
should be full enough to cover the fellowing itews: ’

1. New undertakings under consideratien.

2. Progress made in the earrying cut of plans approved
or investigatlona undortoken.

(2) Places where plans are in oparation or investi-
gations under way.

(v) Success of plans or modifieations found desirable.
Cooperation with other Departments.
(a) Contemplated.

(») Accomplished.




4. Vork Completed,
It is also advisable that Jervices requiring weekly

hould

progress reports from thelr v rious branches or divisions

gsubmit duplicstes of these &g parts of & ly report of the

Service.

By direction of the Becretary:

Conni anioner-General of Inmigration;

Comni agioner of Naturalization;

Comuisanloner of pabor Statistics;

Chief, Children's Buremm;

Director @eneral, U. 8. Ewployment Service;
Director, Buresu of Induatrail Housing snd Transportution;
Director, pabor AdjJustment Service)

Director, Working Conditions Service;
(Birector, Informstion & Eduestion Service;
‘Director, Woman in Industry Service;

Director, Inveatigetion and Inspection Service;
Director, Training and Dilution Service;
Chairmen, N tional War psbor Board.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

WASHINGTON

1 . ~ T oA
DEPTEemMDer <Oy

Director, Vomen in Industry Servic

Por the purpose of avoi of

Act of Uctober 6, 19 or the kxecutive Order

November 24, 1917, you are requested to have ee

person gppointed in your office execute

personal question sheet on or before the

mich he enters upon dutye
swer to question No. 12 of Part I will

furnish complete info: to determine

whether the Act ferred to would

lirection of the Secretary:




DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Office of the Chdef Clerk
Waahington

Soptember 27, 19186,

the remmest of Mrs FRRETY . NMeAdoo, Ch
TOON

employoes

parade on Sa

on that date ut loas of lonve.

Saare tary.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CLERK

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry Service:

This is to advise you that the Secretary has ap-
proved your recommendation for a change of title of Service,
but has amended the title requested to read Women's Bureau
of the Department of Labor. This change was thought desirable
to distinguish it from other divisions of the Department.

Copy of the amended memorandum as approved is forwarded here-

with.

/ Chief Clérk.

G ¢

Inclosure No. 2706.
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 INCLOSURE -706

FROM

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.




U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WOMAN IN INDUSTRY SERVICE
WASH INGTON

October 9, 1918,

The Secretary of Labor
Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in Industry Service

Title of Woman in Industry Service

In asking for an appropriation for this purpose in
the budget for the year beginning July lst, 1919, it is sug-
gested that the title be changed to Women's Bureau of the

Department of Labor. We find the present title awkward and

thé change suggested seems desirable also in view of the fact

that the bill introduced two or three years ago into Congress,
provided for such & division in the Department of Labor, with

the title of Women's Bureau.

MARY VAN KLEECK,
Director, Woman in Industry Service.

MVE/AL

Approved:
October 10, 1918.

'- BQ '0
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Office of the Chief Clerk
Washington

October 14, 1918,
Director, Woman in Industry Service:
As an aid in protecting the health of government eaployess

this office requests that for the present the follewing precsutionary

messures be observed by your service:
. That each morning, before assembly of employees, the
rocm be thorcughly flushod cut with fresh ald for a perioed
of fifteen mimtow.

That the most thorough vemtilation consistent with
resgoneble gomfort $o thoss within, be maintalned at all
timos, To the snd thet maxlmun ventilatlon snd midninnam
discomfort be attained, the wesring of ample clothing
should be encouragad.

Thsteach day, from 10 a.m, to 10:15 a.m,, snd from
2 pott. to 2:15 p.m. all employees be required to leave
the bullding and romain outdoors. During this time the
rooms should be thoroughly flushed out with fresh alr,

When, on sccomnt of rain, it la not wise to venture out-
doors during this period, coants and wraps should be put
on, anl the rooms thoroughly ventilated as wsual.

That the transmitters of all telephoies be carefully
slesnsed twice asch day with a disinfectant solution., A
14 compound eresol solution or othar asolution of equal
strength 1s suggested.

That gouse mosks, covering the noet snd mcuth be worn
during office houra, by all empleyees who work indoors and
whose duties negessitate coming in contact with a large
manber of people. Reguisition should be made uwpon this
of fice for the muber of masks required by the employess

of yuvar service.
/% J% -l/é’M/‘y
Acting Chiaf Cleni.

By direction of the Seeretary,
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Office of the Chief Clerk
Washington

October 21, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry:

The Public Health Service is urgently in need of
trained nurses. The Surgeon General states that the Ewergency
Hospital at 18th and Virginia Avenue cannot be operated unless
more murses are secured. You are, therefore, requested to make

another thorough canvass of your office and send all graduate

nurses on duty therein to the Chief Clerk of the Department,

who will arrange for their detail for work in this Hospital.
!hdﬂurgom General assures the Department that

graduate nurses can do greater and more valuable eervice in

this Hospital than they can elsewhere in the Government Service.

By direction of the Secretary.
) ¢ ‘

Chief Clark




DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Office of the Chief Clerk
Washington

October 222, 1918.

Director, Woman in Industry Service:

The following regulations were adopted by representatives of
the Department and independent establishments at a meeting czlled by the
Pulp and Paper Division of the War Industries Board. Please take steps
to comply therewith as soon as possible,

By direction of the Secretary:

- n i
(/ Chief Cfér&.

THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS ARE ISSUED FOR THE
GUIDANCE OF ALL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES BUYING AND (OR) USING
PAPER FOR OFFICE, CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLICITY PURPOSES.

1, The Paper Economy Division of the Pulp and Paper Section of the Var
Industries Board hopes that the carrying out of the suggestions and in-
structions herein contained will effect in Governmentzl publicity demands
on paper a saving of approximately fifty-(50) percent. In the tonnage of
paper used in the next following six momtha' period as compared with the
tommage of paper used in the preceding six months' period; that the saving
of paper by Governmentsl representatives in office and correspondence work
will be approximdtely twenty-five (25) percent in the tomnage of paper used
in the next following six months' period as compared with the tonnage of
paper used in the preceding six months' period.

2. PUBLICITY MATTER

Having constantly in mind the reduction of paper tonnage necassary, con-
sult your advertising and printing expert for advice.

(a) =zs to your publicity needs and the text of your mstter;

(b) as to the most econemical method of memufacturing and enclosing the
gsame 0 as to secure needed attention;

(e) as to necessary and useful limits of circulation,

3. For printed circulars and pamphlets of every description not containing
half-tone illustrations, use regulat News print,

4, MAIL LISTS
Vhere meil lists are in use, revise constantly to take care of changes and

cancellations,

Bs LETTERHEADS .
For full size sheets use only 8 x 10%.
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6, Use half (8 x 5% inches) or two-third (8 x 7 inches) letterheads for
short letters.,

7. Use No, 16 substance weight (17 x 22-16 1bs., to 500 sheets) as the max~
imum weight for all correspondence.

8. Use & Manila writing paper (similar to Western Union Telegraph blanks)
or M, F. Boock for ordinary inter-departmentzl communications and for prep-
aration of manuscripts,

9. Single space all typewritten letters with double space between parsgraphs.

X0, Number consecutively all paragraphs in business: correspondence; this will
secure & very material reduction in the number of lines required when the
writer has occasion to refer to previous commmnications.

11, ENVELOPES

Use Ho. 6% size (3% x 6) for all correspondence covering three sheets or
less; use a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>