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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

DUPONT DE NEMOURS PLANT,

We anderstand that permission to "méintain the
status quo" was telegraphed to the Brandywine office
of the Dupont de Nemours plant, and our records
do not show whether the company was then employing
women.at night. The records of the War Department
are more complete on this case.

NoO. 204
Ed. 6-27-18—300,000
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October 24, 1918.

Memorandun

Uiss Van Kleeck
liss Peterson

Application of the Du Pont Dg Nemours Company,
Brandywine, Del. for pemission to employ women
until 12 peiie

lr, Wilson

Shifts
l, From 7 a.n. to S peie.
2¢ From 4 pene. to 10 pem.

At 3 pen. the tables are cleared and made ready
for the aftermnoon shift. The loss of this hour
is wnavoidable due to the fact that the work on
which the second shift are exployed is special
work undertaken by the fima on order of the
government.

The work of the wouen on the late afternocon shift
is loading and assembling of the Livens Gas Bomb
projectors.

First process: Essenbling six componant parts;
weight less than 3 lbs. Even lift.

Second process: Loading into cartridge case and
packing into boxes., Weight about & lbs. Box is
on table on rollers.

Request will effect about 126 women and is for
pemission to employ women after 10 psmn. until Dec.
lste Stated it may not be necessary to do so
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after November 15th if pemuission is granted at

QIlCCe

Transportation: Hight shift to be taken in
guto busses to within one block of their home.
Time consumed in trip to city about 35 minutes,

Explained to #r, Wilson that women in Industry
Service could make no recommendation as the plan
under coansideration for the controll of night
work has not been adopted.
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October 7, 1918,

From: Mary Van Kleeck, Director, Woman in Inlustry Service
To: Major F. W. Tully, War Department

Subject: Reguest of duPont de Nemours Company for exemption
from State laws.

The papers and application of the duPont de Neuours
Company for sxem-tion from State laws forwarded from your office,
are received today. We are proceeding to secure same information
befors neking a recommndation, :

As we und'orst'md, We are not empowered to recommend the
granting of a certificate until the proposed plan for temporary
modification of State laws has been adopted Y the Council of
National Defense. These papers will therefore be held unmtil decision

is reached regarding the plan as a whole.

Mary Van Kleeck, Director
MVE/AL Woman in Industry gervice.
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON.

I b Ay R v My
Froms: War Department, Major F. W. Tully.

To: /kM,, lary Van Kleeck, Director Vomen in Industry Service

Request of duPont de urs Compeny for exemption

law

from State IWS o

Subject:

i I arding
of duPont de Nemours Company
i them to employ W

e s R e
) LTTin
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tion be granted,
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te of limergencye.

v

the request of the Crdnance T y
g and that the Secretary of
Certifica Your reaquestede

Fe¢ W. Tully,
lajor, Ordnance U. S.
detailed to Office of Secreta
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Octobver 5, 1918,

War Department, liajor F. V. Tully.
Yary Ven ¥leeck, Director Vomen in Industry Service

Raquast of dulont de Nemours Company for exemption
from State laws.

T

1 am forverdiing herewith papers in the application
of duPent de Nemours Company for exemption iﬁ‘rm State laws
porndtting them to ermloy women ot nighte '..Nz‘:,s napers in-
elude iho request of the Ordnsnce .“93'-.",1'{,-&,;:@. that the applioca~
be grented, ani that the Secretary of War issue &
Cortificate of Umergencye. Your rocommendation is requestods

tiom

wd UL

Fe« Ve Tully,
e jor, Ordnence U S. As .
Detailed to Office of Secretary of Vars




All communications should be accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to

WAR DEPARTMENT

z , OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE
To insure prompt attention,

in replying refer to PRODUCTION DIVISION
WASHINGTON

= e No.
Attention of

October 1, 1918.

03—5845

Chief of Ordnance.
To Secretary of War.

Sub ject Re: Request of duPont de Nemours Co. for exemption
from State laws.

1. It is requested that application be made
through the state Department of Labor requesting an
exemption in the case of the du Pont de Nemours Company
from operation of the state law which prohibits the
employment of women on night work between the hours of

10 p. m, and 6 &. m.

2. A complete report on the matter is
attached herewi th.

C. Co WILLIAMS,
Mejor General, U. S. A.
Chief of Ordnance.

By:

C. Co /Jamieson,
golonel, Ordnence, U. S. 4.
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Oetober 1, 1918.

Chief of Crdnance.
To Secretary of Uar,

Sub ject Re: Dequest of duPont de Nemours Co. for exemption
from State lows.

1. Tt ig8 reouested that application be made
through the state Department of Labor requesiing an
exemvotion in the case of the du Pont de Nemours Company
from oparation of the state lew which prohibits the
employment of women on night work between the hours of
10 p. m, and 6 8. M.

2. A ecomplete report on the matter ise
attached horewi th.

Ce Co WILLIAMS,
Major Gemeral, U. 5. A.
Chief of Ordnance.

By:
Ce Co Jamieson,
folomel, Ordnsnce,
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Ogtober 1, 1918,

Chief of Ordnance.
Secretary of War,

Ro: Reguest of duPont de Hemours Co. for exemption
from State lews,

1. Tt 18 reguested that application be made
through the state Department of Labor requesiing an
exemption in the case of the du Pont de Nemours Company
from operation of the etete lew which prohibite the
employment of womem on night work between the hours of

10 p. my and 6 2, n,

2, A complete report on the matter is
attached horewi th.

Co Go WILLIAMS,
Major Gemersl, U. 8. 2.
Chief of Ordnance.

By:
Ce Co Jamieson,
folonel, Ordnsnce,
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All communications should he accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to

WAR DEPARTMENT
¥ OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF OCRDNANCE
To insure prompt attention,
in replying refer to PRODUCTION DIVISION

WASHINGTON
I . -

Attention of

September 30, 1918,

From: Womens Branch, Industrial Service Section
To: Chief, Ind., Service Section, Major B, H. Gitchell.

Subject : Request of Du Pont De Nemours Co., for exemption from State
Law to employ women between the hours of 10 P, M. and 12
P. M., at Brandywine Plant, Brandywine, Dela.

.Attontion is invited to the attached correspondence, reports,
memoranda, ete, re request of Du Pont De Nemours Co., to
employ women between 10 P. M. and 12 P. M. at the Brandywine
Plant.

The salient features of the situation are as follows:

(a) The desire to operate a second shift, not exceeding
fifty women, from 4 P. M. to 12 P. M., with 45 minutes for
lunch, making a working period of 74 hours, for the months
of October and Novembere ( See attached petition of Company
under date of September 5, addressed to the District Chief,
Phila, District Ordmamce Office )

The Company has undertaken an experiment, in regard to the
loading of propellent charge for Levins Trench Mortar Bombs.
It is understood that if the experiment is successful and if
the Ordaance Department desires that this Company shall carry
on the work in a more extemsive way, that a new plant will

be built located nearer to the source of supply of component
parts, all of which except one are furnished by the government;
and that such work can be done in full compliance with exist-
ing statute (see attached letter from Engineering Department,
Du Pont De Nemours Co., to Mre Charles Warner, Labor Commiss-
ioner, State of Dela.)

An investigation of the conditions of work for women has been
made by Miss Edna Palmer, Labor Inspector, State of Dela., and
Miss I, Stevenson of the Vomens Branch, Ind. Service Sec.,
Phila. District Ordnance Office. (See copy of reports attached)
It is agreed that the working conditions at this plant zre
good; a woman is in charge of employment of women; there are
adequate service facilities and good supervision; women are
transported to and from the plant in auto busses.
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5« The Company has pledged itself to provide adequate transpor-
tation in busses and also necessary supervision for women
on the second shift.

é. When this temporary emergency began in July, the Du Pont De
Nemours Company presented its case to Mr. Wamer, Labor Com-
wissioner, State of Dela., asking for temporary exemption to
employ women between 10 P, M, and 12 P, Ms A report of the
interview between the Labor Commissioner and Mr. L. A. De
Blois is comfirmed in a letter under date of July 22, to Mr.
Bdward H. Ford, Gen, Supt., Black Powder Division of the Du
Pont De Nemours Co., as follows = - “Levin Mortar Contratt -
giving hours of Labor - confiming Saturday's conversation
with you, I interviewed Mr. Charles Warner, Labor Commissioner
on this subject, and he seemed to think that while the comme
ission has no legal authority to waive the statute, they
still could overlook the slight deviation made necessary by
the national emergency. He stated that he would bring the
matter before the Board immediately and would advise me at
once if there is any objection. At the same time he said
that we should not look for a reply from him, thus indicat-
ing that no exception to the suggested practice would be
taken, and that it would not be advisable to require a
final reply from the Board" SIGNED (L. A. De Blois, Safety
Divioions.

7. It is understood that this plant has been operating a second
ghift of women from 4 P, M. to 12 P. i,, without any speci-
fied exemption from the Delaware Department of Labor and
without approval from the Office of jhe Secretary of War,

8« The necessity from the point of view of produttion needs
has been testified to by Major C., B. Peters of the Explo-
sive Section, Procurement Division. (See attached report)
and by Major R. H. Hawkins of the contract Section, Procurement
Division. (See attached memoranda of August 27 to Phila.
District Ordnance.)

9« RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the existing temporary emergency caused by
the experimental work which the Du Pont De Nemours Plant at
Brandywine is doing in connection with the loading of pro-
pellent charges for the Levins Treach Mortar Bombs, and in
view of the good working conditions now existing at the
plant and the pledges of the Company to provide adequate
working conditions for women on the second shift, the Womens
Branch recommends :-

that the office of the Secretary of War take steps
to make possible the employment of women over 21 years of
age, between the hours of 10 P, M, and 12 P. M., provided
conditions hereinafter recommended, are established.
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10¢ It is recommended 3

(a) That a lunch period 6f 45 minutes be allowed as stae
ted in the petition of the Company under date of
September 5,

(b) That the Company be responsible for the transportae
tion of women to and from the plant in auto busses
as stated in paragraph 1 of the petition.

(¢) That the permit specify a temporary period covering
two months.

(d) That a representative of the Womens Branch, Iad.
Service Section, Army Ordnance, be temporarily as-
signed, to advise with the Company and with the
Phila, District Ordnance Office, in regard to the
most effective way to use women on the second
shift herein recommended.

( 2 («’J./x . \’/(\. o ' :

N

CLARA Mo TEAD, Director,
Womens Branch.
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My dear Miss Cormslls
Mise Yan K}

the irestization

she asked me to wr

been roceived,

Asgistant Direetor,
Women in Industry Sarvice.

Misz Touisge
Philadelirhi

1710 Market 8
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE—PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION
1710 MARKET STREET

PHILADELPHIA
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July 28, 1918.
Mr., Jones, Chief,
Philadelphia District Ordnance Dept.,
1710 Market Street,
*hiladelphla, Pa,
Dear Sir:

Recently the du Pont Company madse a request of Charlss Warner, Chalrman of
the State Labor commisslon of Delaware, that an exception be m: le relative to the
employment of women after tenm o'clock /. {. at our Brandywine ivorks.

Mr. Tarner felt inclined to permit ws to extend s howrs, lnasmoh as we
had represented to him that 1+ was for the purpose of execubting important zovermment
work, viz: the loading of &he propellant charge in the "lLevins Irench Mortar Bomba".
Today he has aent to us llas Utephonson, f £ lustrial Servie ection of the
srdnance Dept., who, after learning our necds natter, sreats that we write
to you stating what they are and regquesting you to take sneh prompt action as will
enadle the Industrial Service Jaction to advise e Delaware State Labor Commission by
tomorrow, if possible, as to whether our requeat {s ganctiomed by the Jecretary of War.

Wwe have been recontly requested anda nav mdertaken to load an emergency

requirement of propellent charges for the "Levins Trench lortar". The Ordpance Depart-

ment are extremely anxious %o zet the first shipment of theae b nzuat lete. Without
xnowing exactly how we are golnmg to accomplish Hhis becauss have 10 develop the
operations, 1 should say that it will De neceasary for us 0 employ two shifts of
women, the larger of which are already employed, for olght hours during the day time,
1 should say that the women affected by thils requost 111 be in number about 50 and
that in order to allow the work 5o progress satlisfactorily, 1t migh$ be mecessary for

us to0 retain them mot later than 11 o'clock or possibly 11,30 ab night,
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These women wowld not work over eight howrs and Just as soon as we have
developed the process and lmow what we want and the Géverrment requires us to continue
the work, we shall undoubtedly malke such provision as will emtirely alliminate night
worke.

The reason for this reguas r admit 1g very indefinite but it must be remem~
bered that the problems tha ¢ balang pui = by he Jovermment at the

rery 1 ¢t the Br Jri rics we have surrounded the
present time gre alse very A : ¢ She ndyw? : 19 b

e

hat ploy i 3 0nH) omf ' y attention to safety
women that we auploy Wit Very roas : mforx !

‘ ’ ro m in comfortable
matters for thelr protection; } aA0 , } 40 & on in comfortabl
: - - s WA . ".1’1‘:':3-;- "'J ‘h'"‘
machines and in cage we ar Low plo; 1 by &
. G 11 sy close to Shelr homes
State we shall take wmusual stop bhem S& _ v olg hoir "

trust,

fommission throush the
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE—PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION

1710 MARKET STREET

PHILADELPHIA

Q
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE—PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION
1710 MARKET STREET
PHILADELFPHIA

mp any




WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE—PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION

1710 MARKET STREET

PHILADELFPHIA

Visit to Wilmington July 29, 1918.

REFER TO

Recently the Ordnance Department has placed

an order with them, an experiment, in filling
pyroline rings with mixture of powder. These

rings are to be used to eject gas bombs. GOv-
ernment wants 12,000 delivered by August lst.

This is out of question as component parts have

not arrived. If the use of these rings proves
guccessful and du Pont Company finds it can fur-
nish what the Government expects, they will in-
crease egquipment and make necessary changes.

While experimenting can use equipment in bag load~-
ing plant in Hagley. To do this and keep us pro-
duction on the ballistite rings, they plan to em-
ploy shift of about fifty women to work from 4 Pl
to 11 or 11.30 P.M., with half hour for lunch. At
present all employees are brought to plant in auto
buses. Takes 55 minutes to drive from Wilmington
to Hagley. This means that bus must leave Wilming-
ton at sbout 6 A.Jl., and in order to meet this bus
women must leave their homes about five o'clock. If
starting hour were changed to six o'clock women
would have to leave their homes at four o'clock. It
is theilr intention to take the smaller number of
women who will work on the night shift directly to
their homes or to within a very near point.

If plan is a success, Company will increase plant
capacity and place all women on same day shift. Can~
not put up temporary structure, as 1t 1s against
their safety standard at the Black Powder Plant, the
hazard being too great to work in structure unless
perfectly equipped. Half hour interval necessary
between shifts to change material.

Agreed to take matter up with Production Division
at Washington, to see how vital immediate delivery
of work is to Ordnance. Advised IMr, Ford to write
Mr, Jones, and present request formally.

Mr., Ford said they had made plans to put women on
night shift this week, as Mr. Warner had notified
them that unless they heard from him to the contrary
this would be satisfactory to him. Explained that we

ha ~n avrtlawidber 1 T - | ~ YOy FR)
1ad no authority beyond advisory at the present status

ltps://fraser.stlouisfed.org
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE—PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL SERVICE SECTION
1710 MARKET STREET
PHILADELPHIA




ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE DISTRICT CHIEF

1710 MARKET STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

e DIVISION

IMG/JIDjr

TO INSURE PROMPT ATTENTION

IN REPLYING REFER TO: Sept. 17. 1918,

NO. . S —

ATTENTION OF

..Jom Di T - -

Cols C. Ca Jamieson,
Chief of Production,
Ordnance Department,
7th and B Streets,
Walhington, D. C.

My dear Colonel Jamieson:

l. Enclosed please find copy of letter which has just been received -t
from the Du Pont de Nemours Company, to which your attention is called fos‘:\p‘
the purpose of directing your mind to the fact that the female labor in- o
spector for the State of Delaware seems to have a well-established direect
pipe line of information as to the doings of the Production Division of the
Ordnance Department, ami one, in view of the fact that meither this office
nor the Philadelphia Production Division has been advised of the action of
the Production Division of the Ordnance Department described, which seems
to be working om a priority basis, wmless the referred to order or commmi-
cation of the Production Division refers to or be the order of Major Gitchell
under date of Jume 25, 1918,

2 In comection with the said order, if and whem applied to the work
being done by the Du Pont Brandywine plant for which exemption is sought,
we would point out that this office is advised that the cmtract umder whizh
sald work is being done contains no labor control clause, ami that in the ab-
sence of such labor control clause it is difficult to appreciate the right of
the Federal Govermment to act thereon, The proposed action appears to be in
harmony with General Order #13, and the Dupont Company appears to be free
fran the limitations imposed by the said law, under the opinion of James J.
Mayes, Acting Judge Advocate-Gemeral, dated June 19, 1918,

Very truly yours,

i JOHN‘C. JONES,
Ordnance District Chief.

A CARBON COPY Uf
ALL LETTERS WILL BE
APPRECIATED
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ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE DISTRICT CHIEF

1710 MARKET STREET BF:JdD Jr
PHILADELPHIA, PA. September 13, 1918
........................... “BRNSTONT
TO INSURE PROMPT ATTENTION
IN REPLYING REFER TO: ~ ‘
¢
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, NO. 1 °
ATTENTION OF ‘
y—
From Ordnance District Chief, 1

Philadelphia, Pa.

To B. H., Gitchell, Major, Ordnance, N. A.
Chief, Industrial Service Section,
Ordnance Department, Washington, D. C.

Subject Employment of Women at Brandywine Plant of
du Pont de Nemours Company.

1. In further reply to your letter 230.6
3542
respect to the above entitled subject matter dated
August 36, please note the following.

(o)

in

3. This office thought it was desirable to
forward this report without further awaiting your ex-
pected arrival at this office, as some two weeks have
elapsed since your intimation that you would shortly
visit here.

3. Enclosed please find the following for your
more convenient and full understanding of the history
of this matter from the beginning to even date herewith.

(a) Copy of report, dated August 15, 1918
heretofore in this matter forwarded to you;

(b) Copies of letters received since Au-
guet 15th from E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co.
and of letters forwarded to it by this office,

concerning which you will please note, by letter of the
du Pont de Nemours Company dated September 5, 1918, a
formal application, pursuant to your expressed request
for exemption from the State law in respect to women
working subsequent to 10 P.M,, although employed in the
gﬁgggd shift and not employed in the technical night

D £33
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ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE DISTRICT CHIEF

1710 MARKET STREET BF:JD Jr
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 9/13/18
.......... BRASION
TO INSURE PROMPT ATTENTION Sheet #2
IN REPLYING REFER TO:
SR [ S SRS S
ATTENTION OF
To B. H. Gitchell, Maj. Ord, N.A.

4, Also enclosed please find copy of letter
dated August 87th from R, H. Hawkine, Contract Sec-
tion, Ordnance Department U,S,A., which is to the
effect that there is no clause in the contract which
specifically refers to the employment of labor.

5. Your attention is called to the fact that
in view of the opinion of James J. Mayes, Acting Judge
Advocate General, dated June 18, 1918 to the effect
that contractors engaged on cost plus and fixed price
contracts for the United States are under no legal
obligation to comply with the laws of the State in
which the plant of the contractor is located in respect
to hours of labor of employees and classes of persons
who may be employed, and in view of the further fact
that there exists in the du Pont de Nemours contract
under discussion no labor control clause, it is diffi-
cult for this office to determine upon what ground it
has jurisdiction in the premices, and therefore subuits
the foregoing and the enclosed papers for such action
&8 you may recommend upon the du Pont de Nemours Coup any 's
request, which seems to be, in =2ll respects, within
and harmonious with General Order No. 13,

(- JOHN C. JOKNES,
Ordnance District Chief

74

st g 7
_ '7%§%é¢¢/§%255(::»,
i JOHN DICK®Y, Jr/hZi-“

Industrial Engineer.
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B, I. DaPONT DENEMOURS & COMPANY

Wilington, Delaware September 12, 1918.
Qur File OH~-3BB
Mr. John C. Jones, District Chief,
Ordnance Department, 1710 larket St.,
FPhiladelphia, Pa.
(Att. Mr. John Dickey, Jrs)
Dear Sir:

FEMALE LABOR AT DUPONT'S BRANDYWINE PLANT.
REFERENCE: Our letter September 5, 1918.

We are in receipt of the following letter from Miss M. Edna

Palmer, Female Labor Inspector for the State of Delaware:- »
.
"We have been advised by the Production Division o >
of the Ordnance Dept. to permit no violations of the D
State Labor Laws in order to fulfill ordnance contracts, e 5 2
unless the Secretary of War demand the same. \

We have failed to receive any codmunication from the
Secretary of War in regard to the employment of women at
night at the Brandywine Ballistite Works, and will ask thab
after October 1lst, 1918, you comply in full with the Ten
Hour Law for Female Employees.

Yours truly, e
(Signed) M. Bdna Palmer, g
Ten Hour Law Inspector." A
Will you please endeavor to obtain a request from the Secretary <
of War that we be permitted to employ a second shift of women as outlined
in our letter of September 5, 1918, This reguest should be forwarded to the
"Pfon Hour law Inspector of the State of Delaware, #491 du Pont Building,
Wilmington, Delaware."

From Miss Palmer's letter we infer that we have the permission
to go ahead as we are during the month of September but shall have to desist,
commencing October lst, unless further permission is granted.

As you have already been made aware, unless this permit is granted,
it will seriously interfere with the production of the "Liven's Trench Mortar
Propellents™ and the "3" Stokes Mortar Propellents", for which the Ordnance
Dept. have urgent need and upon the loading and assembling of which our fem:le
force is employed.
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Your earnest endeavor to obtainfor us the desired permkt will be
greatfully appreciated by,

Yours very truly,

E. I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS & COMPANY ,

(S‘gned) Ed-o H. Ford
General Supreintendent.

EHF : LIS
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State nf Delamare

Ten FHour Law Inspertor

491 dwPont Building

Wilmington, Delaware

M. Edna Falmer

Iuspertor
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COPY

STATE OF DELAWARE

TEN HOUR LAW INSPECTOR

491 DuPont Bldg.
Wilmington,Del,

August 39, 1918,

M, EDNA PALMER
Inspector

Miss Louise Cornell,
Production Diwision,
Ordnance Department,
1710 Market St.,
Philadelphia, Pann,

My dear Niss Cornell:-

We are most anxious to learn the result of your
communication with Washington in regard to the E. I, DuPont
de Nemours & Co.'s regquest for exemption from the Delaware
Ten Hour Law, As stated in my letters of August 8 and 16,
we ars overlooking the half hour overtihe work they are do=-
ing at night until we hear from you. On account of an 6xe
plosion which took place in & black powder mill at Hagely
Yard, which caused some damage to0 the buildings in which
the women are employed, they have not been running the night
shift this week, but expect to continue the night work until
October 1 in order to fill their contract,

Mr, Rogers Wilson of the DuPont Co. informed me agah
today that they have received no reply as yet from Mr, R. Jones
of the Ordnance Department,

Thanking you for an early reply, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) M, EDNA PALMER

MEP/MEP




ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE DISTRICT CHIEF

1710 MARKET STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

DIVISION

TO INSURE PROMPT ATTEN
IN REPLYING REFER TO:

NO.
ATTENTION OF

John C. Jomes, District Chief,
Dist, Ord, Production Division

Be Ho Gitchell, Major U.S.A.
Chief Industrial Service Section,
Ordnance Department.

6th and B Sts., Washington, De Ce

Subject: BEnforcement of State Labor Laws on
Govermment Contracts.

-

l. Your letter of the 26th, respecting the above sub-
Ject matter, received and noted.

2« This office has not as yet received from Major Ce Be
Peters, Explosives Section, Procurement Division, Washington,
De C., excerpts of contracts made with the Du Pont Company,
which were requested of him under date of August 7, 1918, so
that this office would be informed whether jurisdiction ex-
isteds A second request to like effect goes forward this
evening.

Se Letter will be addressed to the Du Pont Company
this p.m., as per your suggestion.

John C. Jones,
District Chief,

s /

A CARBON COPY GF ! T
"TTERC W! (| ., & By
ALL LETTERS WILL BE : Industrial I’}ngineer.
|

?

APPRECIATED

:
e e e
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REFER TO

WAR DEPARTMENT
ORDNANCE OFFICE

PRODUCTION DIVISION

PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT
1710 MARKET STREET BF:JD Jr
PHILADELPHIA

August 15, 1918

District Chief of Ordnance, Production Division
Philadelphia, Pa.

B. H. Gitchell, Major, Ordnance, N. A.
Chief, Industrial Service Section,
Ordnance Department, Washington, D. C.

Subject Employment of Women at Brandywine Plant of
du Pont de Nemours Company.

1., Your letter 230.68/3087, in respect to above
entitled subject matter, dated August 9, has been
received and noted.

2. This matter was first called to the attention

.of this office by Miss Louise Cornell, Industrial Ser-

vice Section, Woman in Industry Branch, Philadelphia
District.

3. Reference is hereby made to the hereto attach-
ed papers, which are copies of letters and/or reports of

(a) Miss Cornell
(b) E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co.
(¢) Miss Idabelle Stevenson, Industrial

Service Section, Woman in Industry
Branch, Philadelphia District

(d) John Dickey, Jr., Industrial Encineer,
of this office, and

(e) Letters addressed to Maj. C. B. Peters,
Explosive Section, Procurement Divis-
ion, Washington, D. C.

to which your attention is invited, and the perusal of
which should give you a complete history of the subject
matter of your letter to date, so far as this office is
concerned, all of which, please, together with this




Sheet #2 8/15/18

To B. H. Gitchell, Major, Ordnance, N, A,
Chief, Industrial Service Section,
Ordnance Department, Washington, D. C.

letter, consider as a report pursuant to your request.

4, Until this office had received a reply to
its letter addressed to Major C. B. Peters, it did
not seem as if this could, or shculd, take juriedic-
tion of thie matter, or otherwise proceed in the
premises.

JOHN C., JONES,
District Chief of Ordnance

pitized for FRASER




July 29, 1918.
Idabelle Stevenson, Industrial Service Sectiom,
Women's Branch, Philadelphia District.

T0: Industrial Service Section, Tomen's Branch, Ordnance
office, Vashington, De Ce

SUBJECT: Visit to wilmington, Delaware, July 26, 1918.
1, PERSONS INTERVIEVED

Mr. Charles Varmer, Chairman Delaware labor Commission
Miss M. Sdna Palmer, Inspector " " "

nrd Mro " " " "

¥r., B, He Ford, Operating Department, DuPont Compeny
Mr, Rogers Wilson, DuPont Company .

In view of the fact that lir, arner considered the question
of whether or not production demanded exemption from the State
Law as the only menas of meeting requirement of the Govermment
at the Du Pont Company to be one directly between the DuPont
Compeny and Ordnance, he preferred that representative of In-
dustrial Service Section confer directly with DuPont represen=
tatives.

¥Mr., Varnor stated that it was a pressing case and time was a
real consideration, Said he would withhold all action until
recommendation had come £rom our department. Decided to let
formal request for exemption come directly from the DuPont
Company to lir. Jones, chief of Philadelphia District Ordnance.

¥r. DeBlois of Engineering Department, DuPont Compeny, from who
request had come to Mr. Tarner, out of town, conferred with Iir.
E. H. Ford, Superintendent Operating Department, and I're Rogers
Wilsone

¥r. Ford says they are asking for temporary exemption only, not
more then six weeks or two months. At the mag-loading plant at
Hagley Yard, Compeny has been employing 150 women loading small
bags with pallistite to ignite fuses in trench mortars. These
women work from 7 A. M. tO 5,30 Po Moy with half hour for lunch
and ten mimute rest period morning and afternoon - 48 hour weelk.
Arve paid from 27§ to 354 per hour, Workers have been steady
and production satis actorye. Have provided service building
for women and women in charge of employment most successful has
an agsistant with nurse's training. ¢
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July 29,1918,

Visit to Wilmington

Recently the Ordnance Department has placed

an arder with them, an experiment, in filling
pyroline rings with mixture of powdery These

rings are to be used to eject gas bombs. Gov-
ermment wants 12,000 delivered by August lst.

This is out of question as component parts have

not arrived. If the use of these rings proves
successful and Du Pont Company finds it can fur-
nigh what the Govermment expects, they will in-
crease equipment and make necessary changes,

While experimenting can use equipment in bag load-
ing plant in Hagley. To do this and keep up pro-
duction on the Ballistite rings, they plan to em=
ploy shift of about fifty women to work from 4 P.l.,
to 11 or 11,30 P.i., with half hour for lunch. At
present all employees are brought to plant in auto
buses. Takes 55 mimutes to drive from Wilmington
to Hagley. This means that bus must leave Wilmington
at sbout 6 A.M., and in order to meet this bus
women must leave their homes about five o'elock. If
starting hour were changed to six o'eclock women
would have to leave their homes at four o'ecloek. It
is their intention to take the smaller numberof
women who will work on the night shift directly to
their homes or to within a very near point.

If plan is 2 success, Company will increase plant
capacity and place all women on same day sMift. Can=-
not put up temporary structure, as it is against their
safety standard at the Black Powder Plant, the hazard
being too great to work in structure unless perfectly
equipped. Half hour interval necessary between shifts
to change material, -

Agreed totake up matter with Production Division at
Washington, to see how vital immediate delivery

of work is to Ordnance. Advised Mr. Fard to write
Mr. Jones, and presemt request formally.

,‘ Mr. Ford said they had made plans to put womem on

‘ night shift this week, as Mr, Warner had notified
them that umless they heard from him to the contrary
$his would be satisfactory to him. Explained that we
had no authority beyond advisory at the present status

| : £ -
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of gituation, Mr. Ford phoned Mr., Warer and
it was decided that matters stand as they were
until we made our report to the Labor Commission.

IDABELLE STEVENSON

omen's Branch.



All communications should be accompanied by carbon copy and addressed to

WAR DEPARTMENT
A e OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE GDC/cc

in replying rger fo D Xk PROCUREMENT DIVISION
5864-831E WASHINGTON

PV . P12531-2268TW

Attention of

Lt.'G.D. Crittenberger
T8 Hxplosives.

To: Mrs. L. B. Rantoul,
Women's Branch, Industrial sService Section.

From: Major C. B. Peters,
Explosives Section, Procurement Division.

subject: #emale Labor at DuPont's Brandywine Plant.

1. In reply to your inquiry with reference %o female
labor at night at the DuPont Brandywine plant, end their
apolication for exemption from law prohibiting seme, wish
to asdvise you that their plemt is engeged on the follow=-
ing contracts which demand night labor for women:

(a) dar Ord P12531-2268TW for the loading of
62,600 Livens Projectors. Contractor is to fumich con-
teiners snd pastebosrd boxes for shipment of same end is
to load snd projectors and to suitably pack boxes and ship
projectors. 12,600 were to be completed by August 1 and
the remainder by September 1, 1918. The DuPont Company
hes asdvised this Office that all of the loading, assemb=
ling and packing was done by female labor. This contract
was one of extreme urgency amd required night work.

(h) jar Ord P6864~-831E for losding 6,858,530
rings for 3" Tremch Mortar shell. 1,000,000 of these
rings were to be delivered during lay 1818, and the re=-
mainder st the rate of 1,150,000 each month thereafter,
ending Dec. 1, 1918. The Contractor is to supply all thread,
solder, and labor of loading, sewing end packing in con-
teiners, @nd it is understood that this woxk is being done
by women, and the urgency of the work requires night work.

EXPLOSIVES SECTION

P
(C.B. PETFRS)
Major, Ordnance N.A.
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COFY

State of Delaware

TEN HOUR LAW INSPECTOR
491 duPont Building

Wilmington, Delaware.

July 23,1918,

M. Edna Palmer
Inspector

Miss Louise Cornell
Women's Branch, Industrial Service Section,
Ordnance Department,
1710 larket Street,
Philadelphia, Penna.

My dear Miss Cornell-

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which we received from the duPont
de Nemours Co. requesting permission to work women until 12 P.M. at their
Brandywine plant in order to fulfill a contract for the Ordnance Department.

1. inspected this plant last week and the conditions under which
the women work are excellent. Their work consists in marking, filling,
sewing, inspecting, and packing small silk bags filled with a mixture of
snokeless powder and nitro-glycerine, which are used to ignite the fuse in
trench morta: gunse At present they are employing about 125 women.

We have been told thst the shipment of these mortar guns has been
held up because these bags were not ready. If it is necessary that a second
shift be run at this plant we are willing to grant this favor for a period
of 60 days, however umless it is absolutely necessary we do not want to start
a pre@edent of this kind, I feel satisfied that this night work would be
carried on at this plant in the proper way, but it would hold us open to
requests of similar nature from other plants where the conditions are not so

favorable.

The Company has planned to provide the proper moral supervision
and to take the women home in their buses, and in case we do grant this
request, it is my thought to specify & certain age limit for the women who
would be permitted to work on the night shift.

We would like to have your opinion on this matter before we give
our reply to the duPont Co. Ve would appreclate an early reply as the
duPont Co. are anxious to have our decision by the end of this weeke

Very truly, \3,*“ g 5‘ 54
(signed) y, Epm paraem
TEN HOUR LAW INSPECTOR
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