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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

CROWN LAUNDRY COMPANY,

This case was not handled by the Woman in
Industry Service. Report was made to us after action
was taken by the War Department. Attention is ealled
to the fact that the letter from the Secretary of War
to the chief inspector certified to the existence of
an emergency "warranting suspension of the weekly day
of rest law" and requesting the Department of Pactory
Inspection "pursuant to Section 8=a, subdivision 5 of
the labor law, to permit the Crown Laundry Company,
Chattanooga, Temnessee, to vary from the requirements
of this law in respect to the work done for the govern-
ment." The labor law referrad to is evidently that
of New York State., So far as we can discover Tennessee
has no one rest day in seven law, and moreover, in
this instance the laundry did not wish to employ its
people seven days, What they appear to have asked
for is permission to work overtime, Doubtless in
notifying the chief factory inspector of the recent
order of the War Department it will be advisable to
call attention to this error.
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November 6, 1918,

Miss Mary Van leeck,
‘ Director, Woman in Industry Service,
\ Department of Labor,
‘ ’n’ashington. D. C.

Dear Miss Van Tleeck:

I am forarding for your information copy of cer-
tificate of emrgency issued by the Seoretary of Var, re-
questing the Chief Inspector, lepartment of Vorkshop and
Factory Inepection, Nashville, Temm., to suspend the Weekxly
Day of Rest Law at the Crovm Laundry Cos, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and papers connected therewith,

The facts leading up to the granting of the cer-
tificate are as follows:

This office received a telegram from the Comissioner
of Labor of Tennesee, asking if approval could be had for a
variation in the State laws with respect to the Crown Laundry Co.
of Chattanooga, because at the time the epidemic at Ft. Oglethorpe
was imposing extraordinary demsnds upon such laundry. There being
nothing to indicate that this was a case in any way affecting
Vomen in Industry, this office replied by telegram asking for
a ten daye suspension of the lawe as sugrested, during which time
an investigation should be made. The report of this investipga-~
tion by the head of the labor section, Cincimmati Distriet Ord-
nance office, disclosed the fagt that such a variation in the
lawe would affect the work of women in this plant. The matter
was therefore referred to the Secretary of Var, who in view of
the peculiar character of the emergensy, insofar as it affected
conditions at the Military Camp of Ft. Oglethorva, felt it nec-
essary to grant a certificate, limited to thirty days ~ the probable
duration of this emergencye.

The case, as you see, is an exceptional ome, and be-
cause of military faotors involved could not be decided in con=-

sonance with the usual policy of this Department in regard to
womens works
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