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m 22 # 1952»%

Rev, Marcus A. Spencer, BeDs,y

8t. John's Presbyterian Church, Kensington,
1k, Addimson Qardens,

mwn' W6 J\h}

England.

Dear Reverwnd:

Enslosed you will find ny cheak for
$25.00, as o very modest contribution on my part
to the memorial you are erecting to G4l Winant
in london. I think it is & wonderful thing you
mundamking and only wish that I were in s
position to lmd aore than token support.,

Xy very best wishes to your undertak-

im:
Sincersly yours,
Winfield W, Riefler.
Enclosure
WiRiole
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ST. JOHN'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. KENSINGTON
SCARSDALE VILLAS. ALLEN STREET. W.8

REV. MARCUS A. SPENCER. B.D.. MINISTER

PARK 9832 PLEASE REPLY TO 14, ADDISON GARDENS.
LONDON, W.14

Winfield W. Riefler, Ph.D.,
Federal Reserve Building,
WASHINGTON, D.C, U.S.A. 19th March, 1951.

Dear Dr. Riefler,
JOHN G. WINANT HOUSE.

An American resident of London all through the war, I have undertaken
to raise the sum of #5600 from Americans only, in order to erect a MEMORIAL to
our late Ambassador in Poplar High Street, E.l4. It will consist of a block of
12 small apartments to house old people and newly-weds, the two classes hardest
hit by the desperate housing shortage. (The rest of the total cost of #45,000
will be borrowed from the State and repaid out of rents over 60 years.) It will
be a modest but practical reminder of Anglo-American friendship in the East End
to correspond to the British statue to President Roosevelt in the West End,

The Fund was generously started a year ago by a personal cheque for
£100 from Gilbert H. Carr, Treasurer of our American Society. Donations have
come in from Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt, General George C. Marshall, old General
Charles G. Dawes, the Hon, Lewis W, Douglas, the Hon., Walter S. Gifford, the
Hon. David Bruce, metbers of our American colony in Britain as well as Princeton
classmates of Gil and of my own., The sum in hand is $3900, leaving £1700 still
to be found.

The land has been acquired, building is well above ground, and we would
like to present WINANT HOUSE to the British at the start of the Festival of Britain.
Its location is not far from the State's large Model Housing Scheme in the same
borough. The essence of the gift is that it be a friemdly gesture of American
goodwill at a time of national celebration. Our new Ambassador writes "I am

“delighted to make umy token subscription to Winant House, and I am enclosing my
personal cheque, I hope that the sum which you have in wind will be raised in

the near future and that the flats will soon be occupied by people who will receive
the greatest benefit from them". Mrs. Roosevelt expressed her "keen interest",
General Marshall says "I appreciate your telling me of the plan to erect a memorial
to the late John Gilbert Winant, and I think those who were responsible for the
final decision on the type of memorial should be commended. I am glad to do what

I can towards memorializing a great American".

I venture to ask you for a subscription because you knew my friend, Gil
Winant, personally and the way he was loved by the British for his understanding
and helpfulness in their dire need, He shared their perils. He was a friend of
the poor., Where better could a debt of gratitude to him be honored than in a
bedly blitzed area near the docks? And how better than in helping London to

rebuild? ‘ 7
/‘p’? SO G cetetn { .

o
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WINANT HOUS

ATRIBUTE TO LONDONERS COURAGE

A REMINDER OF TWQO COUNTRIES®
NEVER ENDING NEED OF ONE ANOTHER

A MEMORIAL TO JOHN GILBERT WINANT
A GREAT AMBASSADOR AT THE COURT OF ST. JAMES' S

TRUE FRIEND OF BOTH PEOPLES

BUILT FOR THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN {1051
BY THE GIFTS OQF AMERICANS

O O o

HARRY MONCRIEFF FRIBA AMTPL  COOPIRATIVE PLANNING LTR 738 JOUTH SILE, CLAPHAM COMMON, LONDON S 4 LW MO, Sif18

for information only. NOT FOR PUBLICATION.
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EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON 25

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN October 25, 1951

Digitized for FRASER
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Personal and Confidential

"Mr, Winfield W, Riefler

Assistant to the Chairman
Board of Governors
Federal Reserve System
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr, Riefler:

I am sure you will be glad to know that the
Loyalty Feview Board of the United States has sent us
the notification which constitutes final clearance of
Mr, Rifat Tirana from the imputations regarding his
loyalty to the United States that have been cast upon
him. The action of the Keview Board relates to the
findings of the Loyalty Board of the Export-Import Bank
clearing Mr, Tirana of any suspicion regarding his loy-
alty to the United States which may have been created by
the allegations of which ¥r. Tirasna has been the victim,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Bank,
as well as the memters of the Loyalty board of the Export-
Import Eank, for which you contributed an affidavit on Pkr.
Tirana's behalf, I should like to express our gratitude

for the service that you rendered in such a public-spirited

manner in helping to clear this matter up.

Sincerely,

,; fZ::/ e/as«v

fﬁl bert E. Gaston
Chajirman

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

CABLE ADDRESS
“EXIMBANK"*
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Harch 16, 19%1.

SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Rifat Tirana,
3500 - 35th Street, il. W.,
%ashington, L. C.
Dear Rifatb:

Enclosed is my affidavit., Be of good
heart. I have greal faith in you. Ripght should
prevail.

As ever,

winfield W. Riefler,

. S Y ..,.j 14 "
: . - e A e e
b £ 4 caid s wors asnt Te B, s, ;
Enclosure - ((regnet

WrRiels
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Mareh i, 1951.

1. name is Winfield william Riefler, an American citisen, living at
- 28th Street, N, %., Yashington, D. C.

2. The title of my present position is Assistant to the Chairman, Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, The title, I think,
adequately describes my functions.

3. 4 blogrsphical background is as follows: |

Born February 7, 1897, Buffalo, New York; eon of Philip D.
and Clara (Ou'tmrs R.j} married Dorothy Miles Brown,
Decarber 5, 1924 ohildren-—-David Winfisld, Donald Brown,
AeBs, Amherst Collsge, 1921; Ph.D., Brookings Graduate
School, 19273 Dr. Humans lLetters (Honorary), Amberst
Collsge, 19LLi. .

Pusiness or Professionsl Career:

1921231 Foreign Trade Officer, Dept, of Commerce,
Busnos Aires, Argentina.

1923-331 Division of Research and Statistics, Pederal
Reserve Board, 1930-32: Kxecutive Secretary
Comzittee on Bank Reservea.

1933351 Chairman, Central Statistical Board.
1933«3L1 Boonomic Adviser to Eyecuiive Council.
193L=353 Eomcﬁc Adviser to National Emergency
Council,

Since 1935: Professor, School of Economics and Politics of
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J.

1939 Assistant to Secretary of the Treasury.

19L2=dsly s On leave of absence to act as Minister to london
(Special Assistant to the Ambassador) in charge
of Roonomic Warfare.

Sinoe 1983 ‘Assistant to the Chalrman, Board of Oovernors
(May 10) of the Pederal Reserve Systen,

Trustes, Institute for Advanced Study, 1936-Ll.

Director, National Bureau of Economic Research, 1936-L2, 19LT-L8.
Special Adviser, U. S. Dept. of Treasury, 1937.

Alternate Yenber Finance Committes, League of Nations, 1937-Lé.
Director, Foreign Policy Association, 193840,

Director, Federal Ressrve Bank of Philadelphia, 19L1-L2,
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Chairasn, league of Nations Delogation on Economic
Depressions, 19L5.

Chairuen, Socisl Science Research Council Com, on Social
and Econonic Aspects of Atomic Energy, 19L5.

Director, Council on Foreign Relations, 1SL5-50.

Chairean, Twentieth Century Fund Com. on Poreign Economie
Relations, 1946, »

Conmultant, U, 5. Select Comsittee on Foreign Aid, 15L7.

Homber, U, M. Subcosmiseion on Employment and Economic
ﬁmmw, E&?‘Hz}ﬁ

¥euber, Business Advisory Council, 1947« . |

Trustes, Foreign SBervice Educational Foundetion, 19L8- .

My first recollsction of Rifabt Tirana is a visit to his office in Ceneva,
I think, in Juns or July of 1936. He was then an sconomist, specislis-
ing in problems of wmoney acd credilt on the egonomic staff of the

league of Netions, On the bosi going over to Zurope on that trip,

I had happensd 10 be seated at the sane table with Ir. ¥illlem English

Y¥alling, the father-ineiew of ¥r. Tirana., After we had made sach

‘otherts soqualntance, v, Helling told me that he planned on this trip

to visit hils daughter and his new son-in-law, & young Albanian econo-
ndet, zmmm&mwm ¥alling went on to the
continernt. X mads it & point to look up Tirena when I arrived at
geonava and visited varicus economists there., VWhen I entered his of-
fice, he recognised me Lmmedistely and sald that he had met me

some yesrseariier in wWeshington, a contiet which I do not recall.

I read later in the paper that Mr. ¥alllng died suddenly in Burope,
I believe, bofore he reached UJenova, This event fixed the episode
on ny aind vividly.

I found Tivana and his wife not only personslly most charming but also
intellsctually congenial. FHis work in money and credit for the lsague
parallelad much of the work that I had speclalismed on for the Fedsral
Reserve Board in Washington. Professisnally we had smch in common,

The subsequent year, 1937, I was sppointed Substitute mesber of the
Finance Comuittee of the lLeague of Nations (later Alternate member),
a podition which I held until the Commitiee was abolished after
world war II. It entalled two visits to Oeneva in 1937, one in the
spring and one in the autumn, two similar rmufmlﬁé, and one
fingl visit in June and July 193%. Tirsna wes on the staff of the

e during all these visits, except the last. It was the staff
that d closely with the nce Committes, and I saw a great
daal of him during the one to two wesks that I spent in Qenova on
each of thess trips.

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
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the spring of 1939, Tirans came to see me in thia country, I belisve
t my home in Princeton. He told se that he left Jeneva as soon as
heard of Mussolinits invasion of Albanis, so that the Itallans
would have no claim on him, and that he plamed to llve and work in
the United States, I think he had alrsady made contsot ab that tize
the Pederal Reserve Bank of ¥ow York and planned to work with

I imow that I would have helped him locats himself, ut, so
far a8 I can recall, my help was not needed.

¥hile I was in Qeneva in June and July of that yosr, I again ssw him
there on his retumm to clean up his affalrs and nove his famlly to
America, Subsequent to that time, I have ascen a grest deal of him
in this couwntry, The Tirenss mu.id visit us when they pansed through
Princeton. They have visitad ue at our summer cottage on Cape Cod,
and wo have visited since my return to Washington in 1948. I have
never worked in the sawe organisation with Tirens except as indicated
above in conneotion with my (omnlitee meetings at the league of
Hations, I was connected with the Federal Heserve before his cone
nection, and again after he left, but never at the sene timw,

I know of no Comemndst attitude, leanings, or connecticns on the pard
of Tirena. His father-in-law, Mr. Walllng, had had many connectlons
with the Russisn Revolution of 1905, and reminisced about them in
the brisf contact I had with him on that trip to Burops in 1936.

He was outstandingly vocal in his demunciastion of the Bolsheviks,
more oxtyremssly se than wmost of us at that time. For the purpose of
this sffidavit, I have racked my memory in commection with Tirana

to0 recall exsmples of his attitude with respect %o Communism and
Russisa over thess many years of contact. ¥hat I recall is & gifted
young man, mach more concerned than slmost anyons I know, over the

"$-3-

o

. msnece embodied in Hitlar end Mussolini, As I pursonally was one

Digitized for FRASER

of the sarly proup of Americans who felt that we would have to fight
Hitler, this drew me to him, His concern, however, was even grester,
if that oould be possible, then mine., I feel that history proved
us both correct in that attitude, With regard to Huseia, I recall
thet Tirana felt that we should not let dislike or anteponiss to
Russia sndanger the chance of securing Russian aid in the fight
with Hitler. This was the considered attituds of meny gualified
obeervers at thet time, and waws proved gorrect by subsoguent de
ve. ta, The touchstone to me in sll these cases of Communist
affilimtion is whather or not there was & change in attitude during
the period of the Hitler-Stalin pact. I noted no change whatever
als adamant attitude toward Hitler during that period,
ere had been, I feel I would have seonmsed it because I used

et ab that time to judge whether people wore really with
vest or were primarily motivated by a feeling for Ruesia.
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I take my personal citisenship very conscientiously, I know I would
have been proud to stand as sponsor for Tirans, if he had asked s,
wheis he applied for Americen ciilzenship. I would not have felt
this way if I bad bad sy concern o8 to his loyaliy as an Amorican,
his beliaf in American and Anglo-Sgxon concepts and democracy, and
his bellef in the cause of tle ¥Wesiern democracies. iy whole contact
and relstionahip with him during the period 1 have known hic have
given ze this view of his chavacter. I Lave falt, and feel now,
that he 15 & loysl American.

The above statement was subscrided and sworn to by

Winfield ¥W. Rlsfler befwe ms, ___Josephine F. Lally
& Hotary Public in end for the Distriet of Colundda, this

16tk day of March, 1951,

(Signed) Josephine E. Lally
Wotary Publie

SEAL

Ny Wnﬁm sxpires September 30, 1951 -

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

DECLASSIFIED

Authority £610 40 |

———

March 15, 1951.

Mr. Riefler:
Following your signeture on the document, you can put

the following:

DISTRICT OF COLI'MBIA: ss

The above statement was subscribed and swom to by

Vinfield W. Fiefler before me,

S b

a Notary Public in aund for the District of Columbia, this

day of March, 1951.

(SEAL) Notary Public

My commission expires .
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PRy
QUILINE OF AFFIDAVIT

The name, address, and oitizemwhip of affiant,
The present position and functions of affiant,

A detailed background, blography, of affiant, giving positions and
titl‘. h‘ldo

How long has affiant known the person, where, and under what circum-
stances, work or otherwise.

Doss affiant know of any Communist or anti-Comsmnist attitude, lean-
ings, connestions, on the part of the person. If the latter, why
does the affiant make the stetements, and has the affiant any specifioc
instances about remarks, statememts, writings or other, to “N in
support of this ststement. e

Does the affiant bsliewve that the person is a loyal Ameriean, belisves
in American and Anglo Saxon concepts and democrscy, snd is othervise
& Dsliever in the cause of the yestern democrscies. If the affiant
holds sush beliefs, will he bﬁg instancss, remarks, in as specific
content as he sam in support of the affiant’s statements,
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