CONFIDENTIAL Biographic Data for Use by Secoretary Snydey
and Hembers of his Party.

I. His Hoyal Highness, Charles Theodore, Prince Hegent of BDelpium.

Charles speaks English, having studled in England and
served at one time in the British Nevy. In 1931 he visited
the Unlted States incognito. He is unmerried. Although re-
tiring, so far as publliecity is concerned, he is quite popular
in Belgium and is considered intelligent and competent,

Charles was appointed Frinee hegent of Belglum in
September 1944, by virtue of & law voted by Farlisment. The
background of this law, which has prevented the return, since
liberation, of King Leopold IIX to his sountry, 1s extremely
coumpleox. éh@ chief element, however, was the fact that
Leopold surrendered to the Germens in 1940, remsined in the
gountry during the eccupdtion {(under not uncomfurtable cipe
cunstances ), and, at lesst at one polnt, believed that the
Germens would win the war. The "Hoyal questlon" (,1.e.,
how to solve the problem of King Leopold IIX, who has not
abdicated but who does nol rule) hes besn one of the moest
important eingle domestic politleal 1ssues in Belylum slnce
the liberation. In general, the PSC {(the Scetal Christian
or Catholic Party), the largest party, nes been pro-Beopoldist,
while the Soclalist and Liberal parties, the second and third
in importance, have heen asnti-Lecpoldist. There have, however,
been many internsl divisions wlthin parties on this lssue.
The "Hoyal Question", an issue inveolving intense popular
feelings and even religious aspects, has now probably becone
a gquestion to whieh no clear-cut and generelly satisfactory
answer can be found,
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I¥. Faul-Henri Spesk, Fremler in Present Ceretsker Uovernment.

Spaak spesks 11ttle English bubt 1o an excellent speaker In
Frenchs le ls friendly toward the Unlited Btates, particularly
singe he believes strongly that Helgium's fubture lies in soctive
pérticipation in collective securliy arrangements in whiech the
United Ytetes s & participant. He 1z married and Las two
daughters and 8 son.

The son of an sauthor of sowme note and the nephew of a
former Premier, IZpeait comes from & prominent middlewclass family,
He wag elected to Parlisment in 1988 &t the mge of 36 and first
became 8 Hinister in 19388 at the age of 56, e has been Forelgn
inister almost continuously since 1838, A member of the
Soelaliast Party, Spaak has sometimes been accused of having
few real convietions, It 1g aleo sald that his chiel weskness
1s an inclination to be lazy.

Speak was an excellent temnis player and once wus & wenber
of & Belgisn team in International matohen, He also had very
friendly velations with King Leopold IIX, partly, st least,
ky virtue of frequent tennis matebes wlth the latter.

Speak's natlve intelligence, his guicknese and nhls speak-
ing ability have pade him wn accomplished parliamentarisn and
international negoblator. le is particularly noted for his ,
8bllity to reconcile opposing viewpolnts in practical selubions,

Since the PSC (B8ocial Curistisan or Catholic Party) falls
Just short of & majority Iin the newly elected Parlisment, the
new Gebinet, for the formstion of whieh nezotimtions are taking
place anwr%nﬁxg, will undoubtedly be & ewai&ti@m in whieh the
Socimlists will participate. It is probable that Hr. Speek
- will continue as Yoreign Minlster,
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I11. Meurliee
since U

Frere - Governor of the Lelgian Nationel Bank

Wr. Frere speaks good fnglish, has 8 plessing personality,
and is & poud conversatlonalist. A charming pentlemasn of the
0ld school, he is aluso considered one of the most able central
bankers in Burope. Hls long experience in international
finsnciel and economle affeirs, topether with his powerful
position as Gowvernor of the Katlional Bank, wekes him the
most Important single sourece of informstion and policy decisions
on these matters in Delpgium.

~ ¥r. Frere has no public party affilistion, but his
political views tend to be somewhat conservative, while his
economic views are liberal in the classicsl sense, With ree
gard to the "hHoyal (uestion®, he has indiceted to the Treasury
Representative his strong disegreement with Van Zeelsand's desire
to form & Government, repeal the Hegency Law and pave the way
for Leopold's return. If such & move were successful there would
be, sccording to Mr. Frere, strikes and eivil commotion. {Van
Zeeland nes since failed in hie efforts to form = Covernuent.)

lire ¥Frere gradusted as 8 commercial engineer from the
Upiversity of Brussels in 191Z. He ls married and hess two sons,.

In 1924, 1985 and 1008 he perticipated in the Seonomice
lilsslony of the Comdlssion of the Lexgue of latlons to Hungary.
in 1981 he wes & wewber of the Pinanclsl Mission of The League
of katlons in Uhina,., He participated in wost international
conferences of a {insroclial and economic nature between 1980
and 1938, including those which produced the Imwes and Young
Plans, whioh organiscd the Bank for Internatlonal Settlemenis,
the conference on the Hoover Moratorlum, the Lausanse Confere
enge and various meetings of commlitees of the League of Nations.

From 1932 to 1937 Prere was Lespue of Hetions Uounselor
&t the Augtrian National Bavk apd from 1038 until the CGermen
invasion he was Fresident of the Belglen Denking Commission.

Hr. Frere will be in Basle on Sunday, July 10, buv will
return by speclal plane, arpliving in Brussels sboult 4 ofelock
in the efiernoon on Homday, July 1il, in order Lo receive
Segretary Snydsr,. e Lad boped o be able te give & lungh
for Beeretary Suyder at the Hational Zank on Tuesday, July 1l.
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IV, Gaston Gyskens - Finance Minister in Spask Caretaker
Government .

Hr., Lyakens epeaks excellent Lnpllish, having studlied at
Columbia and the University of Chicage and having been a
fellow &t Harvard, Pripeeton and Yale., e 1s very friendly
toward the United States, knows our country very well and
has written books on the New York harbor and on lebor in
the United Sitates, Le is married. Lyskens ls assoclated
with the left wing of the PHC (Social Christian or Catholie
Party) in Belgium and is a devout (Ustholic. He probably will
be & member of the new Government, about to be formed in
Belgiuwm. lHe holds liberal sociasl and economic views and
has sometimes heen accused, Ly wembers of his own party,
of cocperating too clossly with Spaak and the Soveliallists,.

Lyskens may glve the impression of belng somewhat
pedantic in conversatlon, but he 1z considered to be & keen
student of economic alfairs. ie hes & great deal of selfl=~
connfidence and obviously enjoys ococupying & ministerial post,

Lyskens becamo Finance Minister in Pebruary 1945, but
resigned in Ugstober of that year in connection with the
"Hoyel Guestion". In iareh 1947, ke agein becawe Finance
Kinlster and he has Leld that position ever since. Iyskens,
in succeeding Mr. Gubtt a&s Sinance Minister, continued Lo
follow the measures initlated Ly the latter in the waiter of
Belgian moneiary reform end only differed from Guit in the
severity with which he Telt wartime collaborsatom or
profiteers should be punlahed,.
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Ve QJeorges Moens de Fernip - Minister of Forelgm Yrade in
Spasik Laretaker Government.

Mir. Boens de Fernly spesks bnpllish fairly well. le
t® a weallby men, hes a pleasing persosality and has 8
proat desl of wigor and drive, He is married and has four
children.

floens de fernlg hes no publiec party affillations « he
t8 consldered a "technielen" in the Governuent, not &
politicelan., The Hmbassy bellewss that he usuaslly votes
for the F8C (Boeisl Christisn or Cethelic Jarty). Le was,
however, ilinister for Food in Speak's shortelived alle
Socialist Cabinet in Mareh 1946, There is ne way of knowing
whether he mesy hold a Cabinet post in the next Government,

livens de Fernlyg spent his youih and recsived his early
sducation abroad, mostly in Bngleand and Italy. lHe haes been
associated with the Beluylan {hawber of Commerce since 1984
and in 1946 becauws ite President. He has been asctive in s
nuwmber of business snterprises and beginning in 1930 he
spent about & yser in the Delglian Lonpo studylng business
posalbillities there,

Shortly before ihe war, Hoens de Fernliy beuoane
associated with the large Delglan chaln grocery, A, Delhals
and 18 now president of its bosrd. He 1 also & moenber ol
the board of the Bangue de Repurts et de Jepots. In 1955
he was appointed judge of the Uommergial Tribunal and at
that time was the youngest magistrate in the country (be
was born in 1899). Since 1955 he hes slso acted as Honduren
Consul General and hesd of the Londuren Hission in Belglum.

in June 1944 he was arrested Ly the UGerman Secret
Police and debeined in 8%, Gilles prison, iie was subsew
guently moved to The nague for trial, but the trisl did
not take place.
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Vi. Prul de Groote - Hinister of Heequipment in Spask
Cerateker Coveriment, ‘

Mr. de Uroote does not epeak Inglish., He 3s a "technician®,
le€s, & mewber ol no party. Yhe hmbessy bslieves that De
ugually votes Soclslist. lle is mervied.

De Groote's appointment as jiinister of leonomie Coordination
wus apparently wmede upon the lusistance of the Hinister of
Communicatliona, RHungveaux, who hed considerable influence over
Spaak and who wanted Lo meke sure thet the Ministry of
Leonomice Coordineation would be sympathetie Lo the plans of
the winlstry of Transportation for the reconstrugtion of the
Belylan bational railroads, the S,0.C.7.Be (Sccieté Nationale
des Chemius de Fers ﬁaggﬁ$5¢

De Groote received a commerclal eupineer's degree {ron
the unive slly ol Drussels and has, during moat of hie
professional 1life, been in transportation work. Sefore the
w8y he was sscreiary Lo the permmnent Commission for
Goordinetlon of Transportation to the Congo. le also taught
gourges iln treansportation et the Comserciel College of the
University of Brussels. ls was active in resistance giroups
during the German occupation, After the liberation he served
in various public capeelties connested wlih transporteation snd
eafmuniﬂatiwnﬁ. e nas neld his present position slunece August
19486,

¥r. de Groote's Ministry hes, wder his leadershlp,
inttlated studies of %the investment problem in Belgium and
tag formulated the "de Uroete Plan® Lo coordinate and
stimulete a&git&i goods formmition over & isneyear period
with the goal of schleviug sdeguate levels of investwment,
& primary funection of the Ministry has thus been Yo establish
targets for the optimum level and composition of capitval forme-
tion and to evaluate current performsnce in these {ields. The
methodology used by the Minlistyy in these tasks has undergone
revisions and Iimprovements but the ststisztlics pmblished thus
far, while useful, since there previously had not been any data
on thie subject, are primitive by Aweriean standards, A% the
same time, Ly virtue of the very fact that it has underiaken
this work, which ls entirely new in Belgiwm, and despite tha
faet thet it bas virtually no diregtive powsr in the sconomy,
de Oroote's Hinlatry bhan often been charged with advocating
airigism® or "planism.®
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VII, BHu.ert Ansiaux, Direpgtor of the Belpien Hationel Bank.

Mr, Ansisux speaks English fluently. le is married
and i85 in his early fortles. Iast winter he was in a
serious auntonoblle asnlident In FParis and @5 8 resull had
o rewsin sway Irom his work for sbout thrde monthsa.

are Ansiaux is perhars the most sulstanding of the
Vinenelal coonemiote I Belplum whoe are enyiged in
formulating the forelrn firanciel pelicies Bnd prectices
1 uhe sentral bank, end in tle capascity of Blrector of
e oslilanwlasempoury ixcherce Institute and of chalrman
ol the raymenis Uomulttee of the ULELC he exerelees very
sousideravle influenve on the foreisn Tinaneis) poelicles
of the belglen Governcment. In London during the aay,

e snslav. worked elosely with Uub® ae 4o latter's
advigsor. Aanslauxkoelose persenal relatieonsniy to Guti

end Lo de Vopbel, sho 18 s Dirsctor of the Keilonal Bank
snd %ao @w@viﬁmaiy war Finanee dinister, placed hilm In
poalition L0 inflvence the noliecles of the Finasce Minlsiry
while those bwo men hsadsd that Binistry.

e weal wes organiged Anslzux has been spending
aaen of hie tlme in rarls working on payments problems.

.org/

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis





