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11 September 1940

Subjeot: Award of the Leglon of uerit to Colonel nilliam XeChesney
’Lflrtin, fioz}asv' {0-435985) .

Tos The Adjutent Jeneral, Washiangtem, U.C.

le It is recommended that there de awarded to Colonel
#11lian Yechesney uartin, A.U.5., the Legion of lMerit for sxocept-
ionally meritoriocus conduct in the performsnce of cutstanding
services as Assistant to the :xecutive of the unitions Assignments
Hoard and of the Fresident's Soviet Protocol Coemittes from 13 April
1942 to date., Colonel tartin i{s now on terminal ieave, having been
relessed frum active duty.

2. <olonel iartin reported for duty with the Munitions
Assignments hHoard ss lst Lisutensnt of Infantry on 13 April 1942,
Iiis service with the Board and the ;resident's Soviet Protocol
Committee has been continucus, and in positions of suocessively
greater responsibility and importance.

3. As lialson officer for the Lunitions Assignments Zoard
with the Army and Kavy dMunitions Soard, the Rar rroduction Board,
the Combined Haw uyaterlals Beard, aad the Combined Freduction snd
Hesources Roard, Colonel iartin, then :aptain and Mmjor, was largely
responsible for working out methods for prompt handling of diffioult
questions involvimg partial jurisdiction by more than one of the
rombined Boards. In comnection with the alloostion of raw msterials
in 1842, 1943, and {944, his sound Judgment as to supply possibilities
contributed greatly to final decisions as to allocation of raw materials
asxed for in connestion with the Russien Frotoools.

4, In 1943, .olonel Martin, them ajor, scted as advisor to
smjor General James . Burns on his mission to the U,5.5.2., as
personal representative of the iresident of the Inited States to
sottle difficult and delicate problems pertaining to V.3.~Soviet
relationships. Celonel Hdartin's tact, diplomacy, initiative, and
intelligence contributed greatly to the success of the mission,
particularly on supply matters.
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active service first of (eneral Du:ns and later of the Chairman of

the joviet rrotocol .ammittes, kr. tarry ... hopkins, Colemel Kartin
discharged major responaibilities in comnection with the formulation
and administration of the Fourth soviet Protocol, partiocularly with
respect to coordination of the seversl complex and interrelated

supply programs making up that rotocol, under whieh over 7,100,000
tons of supplies were shipped to U,3.5.Ke B5inoe expiration of the
Fourth Froteccl, he has assisted in coerdinating the highly impertant
"eviet uilitary Aid Frograms approved uy the President and the Combined
thiefs of Staff. iis bromd experienve, unquestioned executive abilities,
and oapacity for effective lesadership and for bringimg about effeective
staff work among the numerous agencies represented on the resident's .
soviet Frotoccl Committee, have formed s material contributien tc the
war offort. le hus served as icting rxecuiive of the Zommittee

since 11 July la4b,

8. In addition to the contridbution made in diecharging his
other duties, {olonel uartin has been instrumental in mainteining
offective lisison with Hritish and Canadian agencies charged with
the reeponsibility for the supply programs of those goveraments in
behalf of the U.5.3.Ke He salsc has been primarily responsible for
the coordiaoation of the Umited Itates section of the Joint »ar Ald
Committes (United  iates and .anada) with particuler reference to
supply to Chins and France. iis cutstending service in these roles
has brought abcut a degree of coordinmtion in the ald programs
which would mot otherwise heve been achieved and which resulted
both in the aveldance of duplication of effort and in major savings
of oritical materiel.
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JOiik Yu ‘X%:Pj‘, Jﬁo.
Yajor General, 1. 3. Army.
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