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Subject: Fromotion of Lt. Colonel #illiam ¥NoChesney uartin.

Tos The Adjutant Jeneral,

l. Promotion of the subject offiocer is hereby recommended.
The following data are submitted in support of the recommendation:

&« Name ~ #llliam icChesney Martin
~ Grade - Lt. Colonel
Serisl Number - 0-4369882
Ara or Service -~ Infantry
Date of Last Promotion ~ 1 February 1944.
Grade to “hich Recommended - Colonel, A,.U.S.

b, A position wacancy exists in the allotment of offioers
for duty with the Munitions Assignments Board. (Hef: Personnel
Authorization 1 Juns 1945, Offioe of Chief of Staff).

o+ Position occupied: Assistant to =xeoutive, Munitious
Assignments Board, in charge of operations of the President's
Soviet Protocol Committee and Secretary of the Joint War
Ald Committee - United States and Cansda, ostablished by the
President and Prime Minister of Canada in 1943,

d. This offiocer has clearly demonstrated, by actual
performanes in a superior manner, for more than one year,
his fitness for the responsibilities and duties of the
position now ooocupied and the grade for which recommended.
Lt. Colonel iartin reported for duty with the sunitions
Assignments Board on 13 April 1942, first, as lisison offioer
with the Army-¥avy manitions Board, the far Produotion Board,
and other agenocies eoncerned with production and alloocation of
materials, and, subssquently, as the representative of the
Hunitions Assignments Board on all matters of joint conocern
to the Munitions Assigneents Board and the other Combined
Boards (U.S. end British). ¥ith the gradual withdrawal from
\day to day comoern with kuseian supply matters of Mr. Harry
L. Hopkins as Chairman of the Board and of the Presideat's
Soviet Protosol Committee duriag the sarly months of 1944,
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"4t became neosssary for the ixecutive of the Board, Major
Genoral Joha Y. York, Jr., to assume duties as Vice Chairman
and Acting Chairman of the Fresidentts Seviet Frotoool
Conmittee. Accordingly, there were delegsted to Lt. Colonel
Martin ocontinuing responsibilities for the coordimation

for the work of that Coomittes during the last menths of

the Third Soviet Frotceol and throughout the Fourth ¥rotoocol
period ending 30 June 1946. Specifioally, Lt. Colenel
Hartin was oharged with mejor respousibility for the formu-
lation and sdministration of the Fourth Protocol and, since
its expiration, of the highly impoertant iussien military aid
programs approved by the Fresident and the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. Lt. Colenel Hartin's broad experience, unquestioned
oxeoutive adilities, and capacity for effective leadership
have been ma jor fasotors ia the sucoess of the Russian aid
programs whioh, although now somewhat changed in character
beocause of the nen-oon¢lusion of s Fifth Protocol, are of the
highest strategic importance.

s. The following are the speoific duties of the
position now oocupied by Lt. Colomel Martin and for which
his promotion is recommended.

L. Senior Assistant to the Acting Chairman of
T the President's Zoviet Protocol Committsee
serving as soting exeocutive offioer,

11, Supervision and coordination of all work for
"7 the wunitions Assignments boeard involving
all other combined boards snd erganizations,

411, “aintenance of effeotive liaison with British and

T Cansdian sgencies charged with responsibility
for the supply programs of those goveraments in
behalf of the U.5.8.R.

iv. Coordination of the U.5. seotion of the

T Joint har Ald Committes (U.3. and Canada)
with particular reference to matters of supply
to China and “ranese.

f. The recent resignation from Federal service of
ur. Harry L. Hopkins has further increased the responsibilities
of Lt. Colomel Martin. In oconnection with Soviet aid problems,
it is oontexplated that his responsibilities will further
inorease as & result of the Berlin occnferenes now comoluding,
partioularly in view of the fast that no civilien suocessor
to ir. lopkins is expected to be appointed by the President.

JOHN Y. YORE, Jhe,
¥ajor General, U. 3. Army
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