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MONET TRUST EXAMINATION.

SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
COMMITTEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Jekyl Island, Get., Friday, February 7,1913.

Present: Mr. Pujo (chairman) and Samuel Untermyer, Esq..
counsel for the committee.

Present also: John A. Garver, Esq., and A. J. Crovatt, Esq.,
counsel for Mr. Rockefeller, and Dr. Walter F. Chappell.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM ROCKEFELLER.,

Mr. Rockefeller was sworn by the chairman.
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I am urgently advised and warned by my phy-

sician that this examination is attended with very serious danger
on account of the precarious condition of my throat. I desire, however,
to make the effort, as I have not now and never have had any dis-
position to avoid testifying before your committee except as I have
been cautioned by my physicians tfiat doing so would endanger my
life. If I find that the strain is too great for me to take further
risk, I shall have to ask your indulgence in not pressing the exami-
nation further. As I have lost my voice, I would esteem it a privi-
lege if you would permit me to whisper my answers to the official
stenographer who sits beside me, and who will read them aloud.
It is impossible for me to write them.

Mr. UNTERMYER. Mr. Rockefeller, the chairman will expect you and
your physicians to advise us if you feel at any time your condition be-
comes such as to render further examination inadvisable. It must
be clearly understood that neither the chairman nor counsel care to
or are willing to assume any responsibility whatever on such a sub-
ject. You and your physician are the best judges of the situation,
and we shall have to rely upon you under the circumstances disclosed
by the testimony before the committee as to your physical condition.
On that understanding we will proceed with the examination.

What is your residence?
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Six hundred and eighty-nine Fifth Avenue,

New York City.
Mr. UNTEKSIYEE. Referring to the statement just made by you,

Mr. Rockefeller, it is currently reported that your health is such
that you are able to play golf and indulge in sports of that sort.
What is the fact as to that ?

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I have never played a game of golf in my life.
I try to take open-air exercise every day. That is the extent of my
amusement—taking outdoor exercise.
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Mr. UNTEEMYEE. DO you recall the occasion of the organization
of the Amalgamated Copper Co., in 1898 ?

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I do.
Mr. UNTEEMYEE. Was it in 1898?
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I think it was in 1899.
Dr. CHAPPELL. Mr. Chairman, I would like to take the liberty of

drawing your attention to Mr. Rockefeller's condition at the present
moment. He is showing some symptoms which precede these spasms
of the larnyx, and I strongly urge you not to proceed, as in doing so
you are certainly endangering his life at the present moment. Since
my appearance before the committee in Washington a new and more
serious development has occurred in Mr. Rockefeller's throat. You
can see his general shaking now, and he is at this moment on the
verge of a spasm of the larnyx, which might choke him.

The CHAIRMAN. I will ask you to be sworn, Dr. Chappell. Do you
solemnly swear that the statement you have made with reference to
the present condition of Mr. Rockefeller is true and correct accord-
ing to your knowledge as a physician and your judgment as an
expert ?

Dr. CHAPPELL. I do.
Mr. UNTERMYER. Mr. Rockefeller, you have heard Dr. Chappell's

statement. Do you feel in such a condition that you think it unsafe
to proceed further?

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I certainly do.
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair states that, in view of the declaration

by Dr. Chappell, under oath, and also that of the witness, Mr. Rocke-
feller, besides what is manifest from the appearance and condition
of the witness, no further proceedings will be had at this time.

Mr. UNTERMYER. I should be unwilling to go further with the
examination at this time: from what I have just heard and observed
as to Mr. Rockefeller's condition.

Whereupon an adjournment was taken.
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