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FRIZWDS OF Tils LAND
It is my zood fortune to be called on to welcome you all

to the second Conssrvation Forum and Annuel meeting of Friends of the

Land hcld in St. Louis. This 1s ean appropriste meeting place; St.
Louis 1is. the hoart of a gzroat diversified farm, It was founded hy
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I suppose all of us hold in our minds some pictures, some

things we ourselves haove sesn, thoet point up and dramstize to us the

-

mishendling und destruction of the land, In 1830 1 drove out west o

Des Moincs to see the home farm we had sold after thoe death of my

]

fether 25 years before. 1 romembored it as o plsasant farm in rolling

~

country, with blnck losm plowlands nand fins woodlots, snd o great

r
5

veriety of fruit trecs and berry shrubs whout the pluce. 1 drove pas

the farm without recognlizing it, snd turned

black land wss gone, tho plowed slopes wire yellow =nd gullied, the
0

yerd weedgrown, the house o dervliet. Thot we had eclled "the woods

had besn elearcd, @nd the land row-cro:
3 i
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in 256 yesars

in 2 round country®

L

, of up-snd-down

hill plowing.
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When the Friends of the Lind met in 8t. Louls in 1942 we

crganized o tour to vielt one county that hos within a few miles of

each other two contrasting creas - one nsighborhood o scene of

Y

desclation snd total sbandonmont of hundreds of farms, the othor o
community of organized rostoration and conservotion, The blightod
arca conteined ons solid block of ot loast 150,000 acrecs which had
beon entirely sbandoned. The county o
of the century the population had averaged onc form fomily to less

than 100 acres, according to court house records. FPlowing for corn

and wheat during the first world wer finished this land for ccononic

us2 until the long and costly process of restoration has been wpplied,

I sm glad such suto tours are possivle agzin.  There is
nething a comservation soclety, o Frisnids of the Lond chepter can do

thet is so productive of understonding; thore is no community that
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hesn't its object lessons,

Tne Scil Cuonservation Service tells us thet at least 3

4
Q.

billion tons of solid s2il materials ere washed out of the ficlds ¢n

o1

pasturcs of the United Stateg ewch year by wetsr srosion alwne. Some

pute

«nterprising mind nas figurcd out thsat to nmove such o bulk «f scil on
2ils weould taks o traia of freicnt cars 475,000 milss long - lonw

enough to girdle the plarct 18 times ot the Bguoter.
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With this srcesion wes Logo

unlly woout six times as much

3 3 ~ 5 S vienee 1 oy o P - 4
depleting our mincrsl reswrves ot &

minerals in the right supply wo cannot hrve heolthy plants or healthy
problem. The

farms ar:s giving up to ths citicvs in the process of land mining whiel

figure in his custs. He is depleting his rescrves yoor by yoar, but he

cen't charge it agoinst his taxes. It occurs to me thet this 1g cne
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sod reason why we on the cments e 1t o to curselves og ovwell o o bo

our farmer neighbors to 1

protection and restoration of the land.
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going to wreak increosing dos ~{ the miracles of cnginsering
construetion we atbtermpt or perforrm. That dg amportont; it 5ome -
thing to ull of us. Here's i.thor intursst - i this country will only ¢
whet it hnows hoew te do to roesters nill covers and to form practicslly

fror soil econservation, we will be duing more than can hoe depne in o

way to multiply end nerpotucts wild 1ife in the strecme snd ficlds of

our lind. There nre other sides and rngles, but they con weit, 11

theee alresdy s strike decp ints your interest,
clse will.

1 am v osssums tast vo wure oll more o loss ewaie of
these things - of the ncwd for siil Lweter conaurvotio, 1 othe
relation te docomtrsly to owild 1if:. question
is, how rmuch Is ~ur intersst passive, the toe~bod-
but-wheat-con-I-do variz {7 Or arc w search our hearts and
minds to sez if thure isn't s wwitning we can de aboub 117 Is there a
place for the Friends of the Lend, s3, <o it? Is
a won interest in the preservation of the soil and 21l thot 1t implics

e locel end o organization thet has ns

st or

atier inter

purpcse?

Vith your permissicon, I woeuld like €2 tell you something cbout
the Friends of the Lund. The Frienids of the Lend ss = formel bo is five
yesrs old. It is young, widely
seattered. But 1t is growing, intercet in it is end 1t is
learning to walk and nmeke its way in the woerld. The recson, rs one of its
founders puts it, is this: "Whon pcople come tumether to woerk for the lond,
the mothor of us all, to try to protoct it snd save it for tho use of
humen beints, for ocurselves cnld tho procent as well rs for pesterity and
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the future ***, there they find some cormon denominator that brinss them

ey 5
closer together than any other work on the face of the Earth."
Friends of the Land is a non-profit, non-political soclety. It
is strictly an amateur; no ofticer or dircctor or statf executive is psaid
s selary by the orsenizetion. 1t wes founded and has develeped as a result
of the devoted and unselfish work of o lerge nuwber of men and women - 1
wish I could name them 211 - Louls bromfield, Russell Lord, Dr. Forman, Jane
Francke, Ollic Fink, Dr. Helzour, Buzk Benrett, Albrecht of Nisscuri, kd
Condon ~ even to nome thcse dows injustics to nany othisrs I heven't menticned,

Some people complein t2 me thet the Frionds of the Lund sceiety
isn't "precticael™. The answer, of c¢rurse, is thet Friends of the Land will
be just os "practicsl" as we make it. If o connection with the creonization
stimulates & community to study loocsl conditicns wnd spruad the lizht throus

sut its territery, then Friends of the Lond will be justificd Ly n precticel
result. If it recchss mony of the non-farming population, which is sbout
four-fifths of cur totsl, with the vitsl nmessore of coussrvation, it is "pra
tiesel™. If it ncurishes onid sprends the roach »f its Land" to
its full potontial ulness, then frox oy stondpoint it hes justified it~
self even thouxh it fo=ils to zceonp snother single thium.

After <11, the question o0 whot is proceticsl rnd whot is uot
depends pretty sueih on the point of view., When ¢ yrun? ren in QOhlc tried
to ret his neighbor te plew end cultivate on the contour, thot prre-
ticsl individunl mede the clessic enswer: "Yiuns men, you con't tell
me anything obout farring; I've worn out thres farms slresdy." The corn
belt farmer who frrms his rollinz slopes with soutre fields nry think
he is entircly preoctiecl, out less thon - iwwretion of thet kind
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of ferming has destroyed the najor velucs o

£

®hat 1s the attituds of Friends of
conservation organizations ant socicties, and

If snyone feels that in order to join Fri

up some other conserveticn membership, I we

us. While I intend to ralse the question o

I am confident that Friends ¢ the
ment of which Jay Darling heos beoen dreaming
clearing house, & common norve
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virons way t

hendle the land,., There is encucth to be seen here, to be done here, and
there is encugh lesiership hoere so thot you will not need to turn elscwhore
for programs and Sbjoet lessons.  You will ot cven necd o on the
outside "Troveling cirecus™ to make your moctinis entertail and inepiring

Br(u; ic l

- an nnett and ormen wan? Lord
stretch sveryvhers.
Fron here you caa help sprend the

contrel is & two-phtused belon-z

when they come. The other folls fo men on
whe olone cezn kscep woters in tal courscs wh
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woman ¢othered here has =

ey

I reslize thot nocrly cvery wrn o

direet or indirect interest in the ocwrcrship +f & picce of lend, The

-

truth and importsnce of these things cre well-inown te you. Friends of

the Lond brings yosu ne now philoscophy. Porhops it eon help =dd to the

jin

lizht and fores that are slready hers. It is what we do for osursslvcs
that counts most; the values rmost werthwiille will rnot be brousht to us

from the osutside.

el

Let me 1in cunclusion the 2T Cormerce,

P . .
the St.

the Farmesrs Club, tho Belleville ~resren, the Gerden onl wn's Clubs,

in the nati-us thet wo noed the holp, the

foree, and the sitn can cive.  There 1s
plenty of work to be done 1f we te 2o it,.
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