
l ntroduc t ory Comments by Mr. Guffey 

Hello. I am Roge r Guff ey, t he president of the Fede ral 

Re s erve Bank of Kansa s Ci ty. I want to wel come al l of you t o 

Kansas City for our nin t h sympos i um on a maj or public pol i cy 

i ssue. 

The sUbject of this sympos ium is "Competing in t he World 
• 

Ma r ketplace : The ..Challenge for Ame r ican Agriculture." This t opic 

lies at the very core of many farm pr oolems. In the 1970s , 

booming f arm exports broug.t fa rm prosperity. But i n tne 19805, 

stagnant wo r l d food de and and int ense expor t comp e ti tion have 

led to great financ i a l stre ss for fa r mer s , l enders, and ...-

ag ribusiness. Thus , Americ an agriculture is ad just ing t o a new -
ma rket r eal i t y. And the i nt e r national dime nsion is key t o tha t 

adj us tment . 

How ca n U.S. agric ul ture bet t e r compete in today's world 

foo d ma r ket? Tha t i s t he chal l e nge t ha t lies before the-
i nd ust ry, and it i s our chal lenge fo r t he next day or so . A 

distinguished set of speaker s nave as sembled he re t o t aKe up the 

chall enge . Togethe r , we wil l explore t he cr i t i ca l r ole /pOlicy. ! ~ --.. 

a~d technOl?gr'Play in enhanc ing--or de t ract i ng fr om--our ab ility ~~ ~ 
to compete in t he world food marke pl a ce. t:',JvI( v( 11~ 

We are espe cially pleased nave come from Nl.ef:::J" 
across the nation t o jo in us . bring a val uable ~~ perspective t o our sympos i um -- fr om t he r ea l wo r l d probl em­.. 
solving of industry, f rom the policy viewpoint of gove rnment, a nd - -
from t he resea rcher ' s eye of academe. We hope that you wi1 

share your expe r t i se and nelp al l of us forge both understanding 

and answer s to some basic f arm problems . 



In sum, I cordial l y wel come you al l to our s ymposi um. I 

hope you fi nd our sessions s timul ating a nd prod uct ive , a nd I hope 

you wil l f i nd time to en joy our wo rld championship ci t~ a f ter the 

sessions. 

To lead off our program today , how appropri ate it is to 

present a man whose own r oo ts are in f arming and whose expert ise 

i n ag ri c ul ture has been acknowl edged by his const ituents and 

others ac ross t he nat ion dur i ng hi s caree r in publ i c s e rvice. 

J ohn Ca r l i n, t he 40th Governor of Kans as , i s a native Kansan 

who was r a ised on a dairy farm near Smolan, i n the central part-
-

of the state . He r ece ived a bachelor of da iry s cience deg r ee 

with honors from Kansas State University in 1 962 . 
• 

Prior to hi s election as Gove r nor in 1978 , Mr . Car lin served 

e ight year s in t he Kansas House of Representat ives . He was 

mino r i t y l eade r of the Ho use and Speaker of t he Ho use. As bo th 

legislator and governor, hi s i nterests have been a griculture, 

educat ion , t he env ironment , a nd e co nom i c development.-=' c~_____________ 

Governor Car l in i s i mmediate past chairman of the N2-t ional-~ J
=u;;1 en,~~

Governo r s' As sociation and is c ur r ently a membe r of ~ N([A 

executive committee . He is pas t chai rman of the NGA commi t t ee on 

agr ic ul ture and pas t cha irman 
of the-::>.~:,s~er:.:lv?~~~:i ;I; ~ ( 

Conference. I t i s a distinc t pleasure tOAf«~'9QW~e Governor John ~ 
Ca rl i n. 


