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Graduation Day at the U niversity of G eorgia is a joyfu l 

tim e. Thank you fo r  the opportunity to share the occa sion . I 

am  flattered  by the honor and humbled by the challenge. Con

gratulations to each o f you. May the happiness and the gratification  

o f accom plishm ent you experience today extend throughout your life .

As you leave the campus to em ploy the knowledge and sk ills 

you have acqu ired  here, augm ented by your natural talents, you 

are  going out into "the best of a ll p oss ib le  w orld s . " Yet, you are 

facing new rea lities  and new prob lem s that are  m an -m ad e--th at 

a re , in fact, by -products of our sp irited  tech n ologica l and s c ie n 

tific  p ro g re ss .

W itness, for  exam ple, the calam itous effects of pollution, 

the fa ilu re  o f our energy re so u rce s , the dangers o f overpopulation, 

the sp ecter of inflation, the in creased  cr im e  in the streets , and 

the w idespread  d isresp ect for  the law. H ere is a p ecu liar dilem m a - - 

the dream  of a viable socie ty  end lessly  in creasin g  its standard of 

living and exercis in g  leadersh ip  in every  fie ld  o f endeavor in danger 

o f fading away as a consequence of our own e x ce sse s .

Perhaps, as others have suggested, the m odern w orld  faces 

m ore  cr ise s  of greater p e r il  in m ore  areas o f the earth than ever 

b e fore  in h istory . Be that as it m ay, today ’ s educated young people
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can be equal to this aw esom e challenge. T oday ’ s p e r ils  can be 

tran sform ed  into tom orrow ’ s p rog ress  by a generation that refu ses 

to settle fo r  anything le s s .

I am not aware o f a u n iversa l law  by which it is f o r e 

ordained that any p rob lem  facing  mankind shall defy solution . To 

the contrary , the h istory  of the twentieth century thus far has been 

a spectacu lar re co rd  o f m an’ s ability  to m aster those prob lem s to 

which he is w illing to apply his fu ll re so u rce s .

Our artifacts are , in truth, extensions o f the human body. 

Transportation  artifacts extend our range, even to giving us w ings; 

com m unication artifacts extend our v o ice s ; and d ata -storin g  artifacts 

extend our brains.

Developm ents in com m unication assu re  that a su ccessfu l 

"m ou se trap" w ill find w orld -w ide  application in a short period . 

Sim ultaneously, rem em bering the second Newtonian law of m o tio n -- 

that every  action has an equal and opposite re a ctio n --w e  can p red ict 

that inevitably future innovations w ill bring m ore  disruptions.

P rev ious generations, by their inspiration  and e ffort, made 

this a better w orld , but they m ade m istakes, just as you w ill make 

m istakes. To them the w orld  was huge and end lessly  bountiful.

They did not fo re se e  that the technology they view ed with so much 

pride could bring with it so m uch tension, and indeed, life -en dan gerin g  

p itfa lls , nor that p rogram s m eant to be o f benefit would spawn
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unexpected p rob lem s.

Y es, fro m  tim e to tim e, today 's adult generation has m is 

ca lcu lated ; it has blundered on m ore  occa sion s  than one; it has 

e rred  in foresigh t and in judgm ent; it m ay not yet have com e to 

grips with the great issues o f our tim e.

There is one consolation , how ever; the shortcom ings o f 

m y generation need not be repeated by those of you who w ill soon 

m ove into positions of leadersh ip .

To retain and enjoy our advantages, we m ust d iscov er  ways 

to elim inate their threatening asp ects . As a society , we m ust be 

w illing to pay the p r ice  o f revita lization  by abandoning custom s no 

longer applicable and accepting changes demanded by the new m obility  

o f people and ideas.

Lam enting too fervently  about faults in the play is fru itle ss ; 

i f  the scr ip t and the acting had reached  p erfection  there would be 

nothing fo r  you to do. Great m en do not denounce or deny what 

others bring forth  as the tru th --th ey  o ffer  their own truths.

M ost o f life  is lived  by batting averages , not by p er fe ct  

s c o r e s . This dictates a prem ium  on attributes needed to survive 

e r r o r s : to keep playing the game when the odds a re  against you,

to r is e  above disappointment, a fter lying awake at night staring at 

broken hopes and frustrated  plans and a future w holly dark, to have 

the w ill to get up in the m orning and go about l i fe 's  business with

determ ination.
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If we are  to w ork toward the p erfection  o f our spiritual 

and intellectual u n iverses, we m ust not concentrate on one aspect 

o f life  to the exclusion  of others,, We m ust not expend a ll our 

energies on the n ecess it ies  o f life  or on econ om ic gains, nor can 

we brush these aside and spend our lives in deep ph ilosoph ical 

thought. We m ust give appropriate em phasis to fa irn ess , charity, 

sentim ent, and spiritual values.

Curb your im patience by looking ahead. In the life  of a 

newly planted sapling, nothing seem s to happen the f ir s t  year, or 

perhaps the second, but during a ll this tim e the tree  is w orking 

hard to establish  its roo ts . When the roots have pushed into the 

earth and snuggled c lo se  to their sou rces  o f nourishm ent, then the 

branches lengthen and the leaves m ultiply and fru it appears. The 

higher a tree  c lim bs, the greater the weight it m ust ca rry , and 

the deeper its roots m ust burrow .

The analogy is c lea r . As you step out o f our educational 

system s into the w orld  and accep t your b asic  human in h erita n ce -- 

the ability  to build on whatever was built e a r lie r - -y o u  m ust be 

contem plating how you w ill a ccom p lish  what you want to do; how 

you w ill set those things right that need setting right.

Neither I nor anyone e lse  can tell you what or how to do. 

We can, how ever, think together about som e p ra ctica l ideas that

m ay help identify m ore  c lea r ly  where you are now. They represen t
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m y efforts to express confidence in your ability  to m ove to the 

helm  o f our great country.

It is reasonable to expect you to seek assuran ce that your 

lives w ill have m eaning and purpose, that you w ill count as rea l 

p erson s . Understandably you are different fro m  p reced in g  

generations - -generations who w ere  go -g e tters  and p u sh -a -h ea d ers . 

Understandably you take for  granted many o f the com forts and 

conveniences you enjoy.

A ccom plishm ents that show w holesom e resu lts are  the key 

to l i fe 's  rea l jo y s . Com petition with others has its p lace , but to 

exce l y ou rse lf tim e a fter tim e o ffers  the assu ran ce  o f greatest 

satisfaction .

You m ay want to be a su perior person , an asp iration  not 

only reasonable , but p oss ib le . But if  you want the g lory  that com es 

with sup eriority , make certain  you in rea lity  d eserve  the g lory .

To find a purpose in life  worthy o f you, one that befits your 

in tellect and sk ills , make an honest e ffort. Having a so lid  purpose, 

a sense o f wanting som ething to show fo r  your having been here, 

w ill unify your mind and p rov ide the drive fo r  accom plishm ent.

It is w ise to have many in terests, but choose one that is 

sp ecia l. Define it. Make it your main goal. Keep it healthy and 

thriving by e ffective ly  organizing your efforts and using your knowledge, 

your sk ills , your talents, and other available resou rces  to attain it.
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Exposing one 's  m ind to a great d es ire  is contagions. It gives r is e  

to unknown pow ers and energies that make even greater attainments 

p oss ib le . A singleness o f purpose, without con flicting  am bitions, is 

lik e ly  to y ield  lasting satisfaction .

F orm  the habit o f viewing the w orld  in its vast magnitude 

and true p roportion s. Build a m ind that thinks big but takes in the 

sm all. As you look  at the w orld  and see  things that need to be done, 

things that need to be changed, im agine that you are  looking through 

a te lescop e . Change len ses, one after the other, until you see what 

needs to be done in your country, your state, your city, your co m 

munity, your life . Get things in their true p ersp ective , then your 

in terest w ill lead to action .

Apply what you have learned . E xpress it in such a way that 

you and others reap additional benefits. S e lf-ex p ress ion , founded 

upon acqu ired  knowledge, makes the d ifferen ce  between the puppet 

and the m aster . A lfred  North Whitehead appropriately  ca lled  it 

"activ ity  in the p resen ce  o f know ledge. "

It is o f sm all im port that you can quote so fluently from  

Euclid unless you can a lso  apply his p rin cip les  to build a better 

bridge or undertake a superior engineering p ro je c t . To the knowledge 

you have acqu ired , add your own p ersp ective , then start to w ork.

The se cre t  of a p erson 's  value to the w orld  is his d esire  to 

be productive. The enterprising p erson  w orks. To him , idleness
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is a lud icrous doctrine, unbecom ing to m en. You cannot learn  

to drive a car, play a guitar, or p rogra m  a com puter m ere ly  by 

watching others. H owever humble or how ever great your job , w ork 

to im prove your p erform an ce  steadily . You becom e sk illed  with 

p ra ctice  and with e ffort.

The man o f quality lifts his head above the crow d to see  a 

horizon  fitting his ab ilities . He encourages his im agination to 

envision future p oss ib ilit ie s  and bends his back to the im m ediate 

task that w ill contribute toward their accom plishm ent.

One o f the ea rliest  Greek poets said : ’ ’B efore  the gates o f

exce llen ce  the high gods have p laced  sweat. " P eople are not stirred  

to seek exce llen ce  by ease or p leasu re or any other sugarplum .

True, the com puter and autom ation are elim inating m ore  and 

m ore  drudgery from  our everyday liv es . They are fantastica lly  

in creasin g  our productive cap acities, but we are  still confronted with 

a multitude of tasks that requ ire the p r ice le ss  ingredients o f human 

lo g ic  and sensitivity .

M ere existence has never been a satisfying way o f life .

Even if we could exist without working, we would not want it so .

We would devise w ork because o f its restora tive  and therapeutic 

p ow ers .

You and your contem poraries are lik e ly  to have m ore  freed om  

to choose the w ork you w ill enjoy and to pursue p erson a l happiness
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than those who have gone b e fore  you. P rovid ing fo r  your live lih ood  

w ill requ ire  le ss  of your tim e, so you w ill have m ore  opportunities 

fo r  sp e c ia l-in te re s t  pursu its.

E con om ica lly  the outlook is good. The C arnegie C om m ission  

on higher education rep orts that the job  outlook in m ost fie lds for  

this y e a r 's  co llege  graduates is the m ost encouraging in four y ea rs .

L ong-range fo reca sts  add to this bright p ictu re . It is 

p red icted  that in le ss  than thirty y ea rs , in the tw en ty -first century, 

the average A m erican  w ill be healthier and w ealthier, w ill live  in 

an urban area and hold a w h ite -co lla r  job . The em phasis w ill be 

on se rv ice s  and autom ation.

Thus, m uch of your attention w ill n e ce s sa r ily  be centered  

on the a im s, con cern s, and am bitions o f p eop le . To a la rge  extent, 

man has achieved his a g e -o ld  am bition o f dominating nature. He 

has su cceeded  in altering his w orld , both externally  and internally. 

His pow er has becom e greater than that o f any tyrant who ever lived  

and to an equal degree his resp on sib ilities  have grown. M oral b e 

havior o f the men who use this pow er m ust com e fro m  the highest, 

m ost ethical m otivation and goals. As knowledge in crea ses  m an 's 

dom inion over his environm ent, his co lle ctive  behavior m ust re fle ct  

this com m itm ent.

It is with confidence the older generation begins to m ove over 

and make room  for  you, rea liz in g  that in the next twenty years you

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



9

w ill becom e our relig iou s and p o lit ica l lea d ers , judges, scien tists , 

educators, a rtists , authors, and p ro tectors  o f the c iv il rights of 

p eop le .

You w ill set the so c ia l standards, heal the sick , ca re  for  

the disabled, p re se rv e  natural re so u rce s , and prom ote c iv ic  w elfa re . 

Your generation w ill decide whether nuclear pow er w ill spell 

abundance or desolation .

As you seek to d ispel the ignorance, d ishonesty, and 

p re ju d ice  you deplore, and shine the light o f love  and knowledge 

and the grace  o f to leran ce into dark p la ces , you m ust do so within 

the la w --w h ich  you too hold in your p ow er--a n d  without infringing 

human lib e r ty --e s p e c ia lly  your own. Being true to y ou rse lf w ill 

enable you to becom e an unrelenting foe o f a ll that in actuality, or 

in e ffect, seeks to re s tr ic t  m en ’ s c iv il lib e rt ie s .

R egard less of the cou rse  on which your new dream s ca rry  

us, rega rd less  of the changes you are  able to bring about, at least 

a few  constants rem a in --ev en  in this troubled  w orld . The old virtues 

that have sustained mankind through centuries o f advers ity  and p e r il 

find no le ss  application today.

Honesty, integrity, com passion  and lo v e --th e s e  a re  the raw 

m aterials fro m  which enduring dream s are m ade. Such virtues m ay 

be o ld -fash ion ed , p oss ib ly  even quaint, but so a re  beards and unshorn 

lo ck s , both of which appear to have survived  and flou rish ed  in spite 

o f tim e, technology, and stainless steel blades.
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I suggest that these virtues ham m ered out over the centuries 

on the anvil o f human experien ce are  s till relevant today. They 

are  worth keeping. They are  worth pursuing. They rem ain the 

essen tia l foundations fo r  any truly great c iv ilization , fo r  any in sp ired  

p erson a l com m itm ent, fo r  any worthwhile dream .

We m ass produce a lm ost everything in this country today, 

but we cannot m ass produce character because that is a m atter o f 

p erson a l identity. It belongs to those who have found the part they 

ought to play, who are doing the w ork fo r  which they are  best 

endowed, who are  satisfied  that they are fillin g  a vital need, and 

who are m eeting their obligations.

To the U niversity o f G eorgia  Graduating Class o f June 1901, 

the then C hancellor, W alter Barnard Hill, p osed  these qu estion s- -  

questions just as penetrating today as they w ere 72 years ago:

"W ill you be m ere  b en eficia ries  o f this inheritance or contributors 

to it? W ill you be spendthrift heirs of hum anity’ s estate or w ill 

you add som ething worthy to be transm itted to generations to com e? ” 

H opefully, you w ill take the p ositive  aspects o f m an ’ s 

achievem ents to date and, with the b asic  tools you have acqu ired  

here  at the U niversity of G eorgia , build upon them . Adapt, im prove, 

re form , a lter, or change their d irection , but don 't throw them  away.

The clarion  ca ll sounds loud in the needs o f our tim e. I 

have faith in you, congratulate you and pray G od’ s r ich  b lessin gs

on you.
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