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Inducting graduates o f the U niversity  o f G eorgia  into the Alum ni 

Society  is a pleasant duty fo r  the P resident of the Society . I congratulate 

you and w elcom e you as m em bers.

I congratulate you a lso  on being the h eirs of generations of 

A m erican s who spent their lives  building fo r  you a legacy  never equaled 

in h istory . Although it is not represented  by m oney or rea l property , this 

legacy  has a value im p ossib le  to com pute.

The freed om s you enjoy, guaranteed by the N ation 's Constitution; 

the su p erior education you have been given; the opportunities to earn your 

living in a m anner that in terests and challenges you; the good health re flected  

in your good looks and live ly  in tellect - -  these things and many m ore  did 

not develop fortu itously  in the natural cou rse  of events. E a r lie r  generations 

prayed, w orked, fought, and died fo r  them.

The influence of the Puritan ethic on A m erican  socie ty  figures 

greatly  in the benefits you w ill enjoy. This philosophy, based on a stern 

re lig iou s dogm a, em phasized se lf -r e lia n ce , a con fidence to innovate, and 

above a ll a w illingness to work.

E arly  A m erican s took the ch u rch 's  adm onition against sloth very  

seriou sly ,an d  feelings of guilt arisin g  from  id leness encouraged in them 

and their ch ildren  a restless  am bition , a ch a ra cte r is tic  that becam e typ ica lly

A m erican .
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This strong identification  with w ork by which generations of 

A m erican s achieved a re lig iou s sense o f w ell-be in g  and s e lf -r e s p e c t  

appears to be adding yet another clause to your legacy . Iron ica lly , it 

em bodies exactly  what the Puritans feared ; that is , a g reater amount of 

le isu re  tim e for  the population as a whole.

As our socie ty  b ecom es a r ich er  and tech n olog ica lly  stron ger, 

it is m oving in the d irection  of a sh orter w ork w eek, a shorter w ork year, 

and a sh orter w ork life , with correspon d in gly  m ore  le isu re  tim e. Since 

the turn of the century, the w orking day has been reduced by a third as 

the per capita output in creased .

P sy ch o log ists , s o c io lo g is ts , and h istorians warn us that if society  

is going to demand less  and le ss  w ork of its m em b ers , then new values 

m ust-be established and man must learn  how to use his le isu re  tim e 

con stru ctive ly  and crea tive ly . A skilled  and highly com petent population 

living in affluence without a sense of usefu lness and worth could be highly 

exp losive .

L e isu re , as we understand it, is the tim e available to the individual 

when he has fin ished earning his livelih ood . It is a tim e when he can ch oose  

from  a ctiv ities  open to him  at hom e or in his society .

H istor ica lly , tim e has always been a very  s ca rce  re sou rce . In 

fact, until recent tim es, when the autom ated m achines gradually took over 

the m onotonous and tim e-consum in g  job s , le isu re  has been reserv ed  for  a
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se lect  few . We cannot look  to the past fo r  precedents in ways to cope 

with le isu re . The Puritans w ere unable to envision  a tim e when large 

groups o f the population could be idle with no drop in the output o f goods 

and se rv ice s . They left us no guidelines fo r  this situation; how ever, 

they did leave us superb exam ples of se lf-m otivation  and se lf-d is c ip lin e .

B ertrand R ussell said: "Nothing of im portance is ever achieved

without d isc ip lin e , not d iscip lin e im posed  by socie ty  or authority, but 

d iscip lin e  determ ined by individual needs and d e s ire s , in other w ords 

se lf-d is c ip lin e . "

You w ill find your greatest satisfactions through m otivating y ou r­

se lf toward achievem ents that w ill benefit the greatest num ber o f people 

and d iscip lin ing  y ou rse lf to continue w orking to that end. R est and relaxation 

w ill be m ore  thoroughly enjoyed when alternated with p eriods of w ork and 

achievem ent.

Finding a worthwhile p ro je ct  should be easy. You can becom e 

active  in c iv ic  a ffa irs , in terest you rse lf in lo ca l governm ent, w ork for  

environm ental con tro l, w ork toward the continuing advancem ent of our 

sch oo ls  and u n ivers ities , just to m ention a few.

It fo llow s , then, we urge your interest in the e fforts  of the Alum ni 

Society  as it w orks with the adm inistration  and faculty toward even m ore

outstanding achievem ents by the U niversity  o f G eorgia .
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