
To the Graduating C lass o f 1972, m y p erson a l congratulations 

and the congratulations of the Alum ni Society . We are  alw ays happy 

when new graduates a re  w elcom ed  as m em b ers .

O ver the y e a rs , the Alum ni Society  has served  the U n iversity  

o f G eorgia  w ell, although som e m em bers found that s e rv ic e  to be 

d ifficu lt at tim es. Often their lives  and the liv es  o f their con tem p ora ries  

w ere  caught up in events o f such overrid in g  im portan ce that their p erson a l 

am bitions had to be postponed. N everth e less , som ehow  their con cern  

and e ffort brought about many advantages fo r  you to enjoy.

T hese advantages helped to make you the b est-in form ed , b e s t -  

educated c la ss  ever . Enjoy your glow  of a cco m p lish m e n t--y o u  rich ly  

d eserv e  it --b u t  it is fleeting. The real w orth o f your y e a rs  at the 

U niversity  w ill be determ ined 10 o r  20 o r  30 y ea rs  fro m  now when 

your ach ievem ents a re  m easured  against the advantages you w ere 

provided .

The parents o f som e of you w ere  in the C lass  o f  1942. That 

generation  struggled  fo r  an education through the debilitating d ep ress ion  

y ea rs  o f  the 1930s, only to find them selves caught up in a global w ar. 

F ollow ing the w ar, they taxed them selves re le n tle ss ly  to rehabilitate 

the shattered nations- o f the w orld .

Added to that gen eration 's  troubles w as the stark rea liza tion  

that atom ic bom bs bursting ov er  Japanese c it ie s  w ere  undeniable p ro o f
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that m an 's tech n olog ica l a b ilities  had outpaced his m ora l and spiritual 

developm ent.

The C lass of 1952 saw se rv ice  on two f r o n t s - -a  hot w ar and a 

co ld  w ar. The K orean W ar, the hot v e rs io n , ended in July o f 1953, 

but the nu clear d ip lom acy  o f the co ld  w ar rem ained  a n erve -w ra ck in g  

irritant.

The e v e r -p re se n t  tensions o f those y ea rs  did not prevent the N ation 's 

1952 graduates fro m  helping to crea te  the w o r ld 's  m ost produ ctive  society ; 

fro m  furthering the so c ia l re fo rm s  begun in the 1930s; fro m  conquering 

p o lio ; o r  from  helping to feed  a hungry w orld .

F o r  the C lass  of 1962, the y ea rs  w ere  astoundingly eventful. The 

news was a k a le id oscop e  o f assassin ated  le a d e rs , P ea ce  C orps beginnings, 

w ar news fro m  A sia , and astronauts orb iting  the earth and m oon.

But, the 1960s was the m ost rem arkable  decade o f re se a rch  and 

developm ent ever  experien ced . Space re se a rch  generated  the m ost 

soph isticated  technology in the h is tory  o f  mankind.

The C lass of 1972 liv e s  in a better w orld  as a resu lt o f the e ffort 

and s a c r i fic e s  m ade by your parents and grandparents. B ergen  Evans 

o f N orthw estern  U n iversity  has pointed out:

"B ecau se  they gave you the b est, you a re  the ta llest,

health iest, brigh test, and probably  b e st-lo o k in g  generation

to inhabit the land.
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"And becau se  they w ere  m a te r ia lis t ic , you w ill w ork  

few er h ou rs, learn  m o re , have m ore  le isu re  tim e, tra ve l 

to m ore  distant p la ce s , and have m ore  of a chance to fo llow  

your l i fe 's  am bition . . .

"If your generation  can m ake as m uch p ro g re ss  in as 

m any a reas as these two generations have, you should so lve  

m any o f the w o r ld ’ s rem aining il ls . . .

"But it w on 't be easy. And you w on 't do it by tearing 

down or belittling. You m ay, and can, do it by hard w ork , 

hum ility , hope and faith in m ankind."

I can only add that the m ethods used by past generations in their 

m agnificent ach ievem ents had their gen esis  in e a r lie r  developm ent 

p rog ra m s. And you w ill be w orking tow ard an even better  w orld  for  

future graduating c la s s e s --a s s u r in g  them  the enjoym ent o f  the advantages 

you have, as w ell as a great many m ore .

E ducation is o f  p rim e im portan ce  in the tech n o logy -or ien ted  so c ie ty  

in which we liv e . The Alum ni S ociety  has a variety  o f p rog ra m s designed 

to help the U n iversity  o f G eorgia  continue giving its students the best 

education p oss ib le . We need your support, and I speak fro m  exp erien ce  

when I say that you w ill find your a ssoc ia tion  with the A lum ni S ociety  

rew arding.
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