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C ongratu lations  G radu ates ! W e lc o m e  A lu m n i!

In extending these g reet in gs  as P r e s id e n t  o f  the Alum ni S oc ie ty ,

I a m  en joy ing  the th ird  such s ign ificant o c c a s io n .  You m ay  quote m e - -

i t 's  the best  p a r t  of the job .  Let m e state as p r e c i s e l y  as I am  able

m y  p u rp o se  in appearing h ere  today: M y in te re s t  r e la te s  to the ro le

of the Alum ni S oc ie ty  in the future grow th and s tab ility  o f  this great

U n ivers ity .

As U n ivers ity  graduates , you have d em on stra ted  the ab ility

and d isc ip lin e  to d ec id e  upon a l o n g - t e r m  p r o je c t .  You have sustained

a determ in a tion  to re a ch  distant goa ls ,  without sudden shifts in d ir e c t io n

tow ard  fa ls e  p r o m is e s  o f  instant g ra t if ica t ion .  You have sh ared  in the

great  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  o f  the A m e r ic a n  u n iversity .

A m e r ic a n  u n iv e rs it ie s ,  including the U n iv ers ity  o f  G eorg ia ,

have con tr ibuted  e n o r m o u s ly  to the a lm o s t  unbelievab le  in c r e a s e  in

knowledge the w o r ld  has e x p e r ie n ce d  within the past h a l f -ce n tu ry .
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L o rd  Snow, a B r it is h  s c ien t is t  and n o v e l is t ,  in a r e c e n t ly  p ub lished

dialogue with his 1 8 -y e a r  o ld  son o b s e r v e d :

nAt a rough estim ate  s in ce  1945, A m e r ic a n  u n iv e rs it ie s

have c a r r ie d  out about 80 p e r c e n t  o f  a ll the s c ie n c e  and

sch o la rsh ip  in the w e s te r n  w o r ld ,  and a v e r y  high p r o p o r t io n

of the s c ie n c e  and s ch o la rsh ip  in the w h o le  p lanet. This is

the e f fe c t  of a s ingle gen era tion . It is som eth in g  about

w hich  A m e r ic a n s  m ight, without fa lse  m o d e sty ,  pat th e m s e lv e s

on the back . n

C om ing  f r o m  a sc ien tis t ,  a m an tra in ed  to o b s e r v e  c a r e fu l ly

and f o r m  op in ions  o b je c t iv e ly ,  this statem ent e m p h a s iz e s  this fa v o r a b le

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  A m e r ic a n  u n iv e rs it ie s  and p r o v id e s  re a s o n  f o r  p r id e  in

our a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .

But I hasten  to w arn  that outstanding a c h ie v e m e n ts  a lw ays b r in g

additional r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  and duties. Stagnation and d e ca y  await the

u n iv ers ity  that is  unable to keep p a c e  with the rapid  expan sion  o f  know ledge
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we are  e x p e r ie n c in g .

M o r e  and m o r e  p eop le  a re  e a g e r ly  dem anding en trance  into

the u n iv e rs it ie s .  A lre a d y  stra in ed  to the l im it s ,  the u n iv e r s it ie s  a re

fu lly  aw are  that even m o r e  p r e s s in g  dem ands a re  build ing up fo r

the future.

U n iv e rs it ie s ,  in la r g e  m e a s u r e ,  r e ly  upon the v ita lity  and

r e s o u r c e fu ln e s s  of its undergraduates , alum ni, facu lty , and a d m in is ­

tration  to cop e  w ith the inertia  and in d e c is io n  that d eve lop  in any

institution, w hether it is  re la ted  to governm ent, b u s in e s s ,  o r  education ,

if  its p r o b le m s  appear  to be ove rw h e lm in g .

I c o n fe s s  to a strong  urge to appeal to your  sen se  o f  duty,

to rem in d  you (and h ere  I quote another o f  our B r it is h  f r ie n d s ) ,

nthe on ly  w ay we can repay  our  debt to the p ast  is  by  putting the

future in debt to us. n But you are  aw are  o f  this, so I w i l l  s im p ly

say that you are  indeed  w e lc o m e  as new m e m b e r s  o f  the A lum ni

Society . We need you r t im e, your ta lents , and your m o n e y  in our
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determ in a tion  to strengthen the a lre a d y  a d m ira b le  reputation  o f  the

U n iv ers ity  o f  G eorg ia  as a cen ter  o f  learn in g .

Again, m y congratu la tion s  and e v e r y  good  w ish  f o r  your

happiness  and a rew a rd in g  future.
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