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December 19, 19k7

Dear Mr. Eccles:

This letter, handed you by Mr* Preston Bergin of our 
staff, is an invitation to you to speak at the annual meeting 
of the American Retail Federation at dinner January 9, 19U8, at 
the Statler Hotel. This invitation is by direction of our 
Executive Committee. The committee feels that your views on 
the subject of inflation and its controls would be helpful to 
the distributors of America who will be present.

For reasons of brevity I will not go deeply into our 
plan of organization or our membership structure beyond saying 
that we represent upward of $00,000 retail stores. Mr* Bergin 
will supply you with any information you require* In passing 
it might be well to point out that our standing is such that 
Former President Franklin D. Roosevelt once addressed this dinner 
while he was President,

I should like to stress particularly the cordiality 
of the invitation and the conviction on the part of those who 
issue it that you can make a substantial contribution to the 
stability of the distributive trades on this occasion*
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December 22, 19U7-

Mr. Pre» Bergin,
Ar. eric an Retail Federation,
1627 K Street, Northwest,
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Hr. Bergin:

As Miss Benton told you over the tele
phone, Mr. Eccles will be pleased to accept the 
invitation to speak at the dinner on January 9* 
19i*8» at the Statler Hotel, with the understand
ing that it will be off the record and given no 
publicity so that he will not have to prepare 
any text.

Your courtesy and Mr. Morrow*s is very 
■uch appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

Blliott Thurston, 
Assistant to the Chai naan.

ET:b
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JEROME M. NEY 
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f t m c m c i i n  r e t a i l  r c D t n n n o n
1 6 2 7 K S T R E E T ,  N O R T H W E S T
W A S H I N G T O N  6 ,  D . C .

January 7> 194$

Dear Mr. Thurston:

Attached are two copies of the printed 

program for our annual meeting*

The Federation is honored to have Mr. Eccles 

as its banquet speaker. Kindly express to him 

the pleasure of our Executive Committee and 

Mr. Morrow, who is ill.

Sincerely yours,

Preston B. Bergiiv 
Field Secretary

Vice-Chairmen 

of the Board

HAROLD M. LANE
NEW YORK CITY

BARENT S. VROMAN
PORTLAND, MAINE

JAMES B. WEBBER, JR.
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Mr. Elliott Thurston
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ANNUAL MEETING

American Retail Federation 
January 9 and 10, 1948 

Statler Hotel 
Washington, D. C.

Friday, January 9

9:00 A.M. REGISTRATION 
Mezzanine

9:30 A.M. ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
Pan-American Room—Mezzanine

Call to Order_____________ By Walter Morrow, President
Presentation of Reorganization Plan,

By Jerome M. Ney, Chairman of the Board
Announcement of ARF Trustees for 1948

10:00 A.M. ANNUAL MEETING BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mr. Ney, Chairman of the Board, presiding 

Action on Reorganization Plan 
Election of Executive Committee 
Election of Officers

12:00 M. ADJOURNMENT

12:30 P.M. LUNCHEON
Federal Room—Mezzanine
Harold M. Lane, Vice-Chairman of the Board, presiding

Report of the President—--------------------- By Mr. Morrow
Report of the Treasurer-------------------- By William Schear
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2:00 P.M. GENERAL SESSION
Pan-American Boom—Mezzanine
James B. Webber, Jr., Fic*€hairman of the Board, presiding

Speaker: Ralph E. Bowers, Secretary and General 
Attorney, Marshall Field & Co.

“Trends in Employee Relations”
Speaker: John G. Byler, Vice-President and Treasurer, 

W. T. Grant Co.
“The Outlook for Taxes and Fiscal Policies”

Speaker: Beardsley Ruml, Chairman of the Board,
R. H. Macy & Co., Inc.

“The Economic Outlook”

5:00 P.M. SPECIAL SESSION
District Room—Mezzanine

Organization of National Conference of 
State Retail Associations
Temporary Chairman: Vincent D. Kennedy,

Managing Directory California Retailers Assn.

6:30 P.M. RECEPTION
Federal Room—Mezzanine

7:30 P.M. ANNUAL BANQUET
Federal Room—Mezzanine

Toastmaster: Jerome M. Ney, Chairman of the Board
Speaker: Marriner S. Eccles, Chairman of the Board 

of Governors, Federal Reserve System

Saturday, January 10

9:30 A.M. GENERAL SESSION
Federal Room—Mezzanine

12:00 M. ADJOURNMENT

Friday, January 9— continued
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MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS
of the

AMERICAN RETAIL FEDERATION
1627 K STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
A m e r ic a n  N a t io n a l  R e t a il  Jew elers A sso c ia tio n  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C redit  A ppa r e l  S to r e s , I n c .
C o o p e r a t iv e  F o od  D istribu tor s  o f  A m e r ic a
I n s t it u t e  o f  D is t r ib u t io n
L im it e d  P rice  V a r ie t y  S to res  A s s o c ia tio n
M a il  O rder  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A m e r ic a
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C h a in  D rug  Stores
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Credit Jew elers
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  F ood  C h a in s
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  M usic  M erch an ts
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e t a il  C lo th iers  & F u r n ish e rs
N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e t a il  D ruggists
N a t io n a l  A ss o c ia t io n  o f  S h o e  C h a in  S tores
N a t io n a l  R e t a il  D r y  G oods A ss o c ia tio n
N a t io n a l  R e t a il  F a r m  E q u ip m e n t  A sso c ia tio n
N a t io n a l  R e t a il  F u r n itu r e  A ss o c ia tio n
N a t io n a l  R e t a il  H a r d w a r e  A ss o c ia tio n
N a t io n a l  S h o e  R e ta ile r s  A ss o c ia tio n
N a t io n a l  S t a t io n e r s  A ss o c ia t io n
R e t a il  C redit  I n s t it u t e  o f  A m e r ic a

STATE ASSOCIATIONS
C a l if o r n ia  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia t io n  
C o l o r a d o  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia t io n  
D e l a w a r e  R e t a il e r s ’  C o u n c il  
F l o r id a  S t a t e  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia tio n  
G eo r g ia  M e r c a n t il e  A ss o c ia tio n  
I l l in o is  F e d e r a t io n  o f  R e t a il  A ss o c ia tio n s  
A sso c ia te d  R e t a il e r s  o f  I n d ia n a  
A sso c ia te d  R e t a il e r s  o f  I o w a  
K e n t u c k y  M e r c h a n t s  A ss o c ia tio n  
L o u is ia n a  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia tio n  
S t a t e  M e r c h a n t s  A s s o c ia t io n , I n c . (M a in e )
M a r y l a n d  C o u n c il  o f  R e t a il  M erch an ts  
M assa c h u s e t t s  C o u n c il  of  R e t a il  M er ch an ts  
M ic h ig a n  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c a t io n  
M is sis sip p i R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia t io n  
M is so u r i R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia tio n  
N ev a d a  R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A sso c ia tio n  
N e w  H a m p s h ir e  C o u n c il  of  R e t a il  M erchan ts 
R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A ss o c ia t io n  o f  N e w  J ersey  
N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  C o u n c il  of  R e t a il  M er ch an ts  
N o r t h  C a r o l in a  M er c h a n ts  A s s o c ia t io n , I n c .
O h io  S t a t e  C o u n c il  o f  R e t a il  M e r c h a n ts  
O k l a h o m a  R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A ss o c ia tio n  
O re go n  S t a t e  R e t a il e r s ’  C o u n c il  
P e n n s y l v a n ia  R et a il e r s  A ss o c ia t io n  
R h o d e  I sl a n d  R e t a il  A ss o c ia t io n  
R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A ss o c ia t io n  o f  T en nessee  
R e t a il  M er c h a n t s  A ss o c ia tio n  o f  T ex a s  
R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S ou th  D a k o t a  
U t a h  C o u n c il  o f  R e ta ile r s  
V e r m o n t  C o u n c il  o f  R e t a il  M er c h a n ts  
R e t a il  M e r c h a n t s  A ss o c ia t io n  of  V irg in ia  
W est  V ir g in ia  R e t a il e r s  A ss o c ia t io n , I n c .
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