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M a r r i n e r  Eccles 
Chr Board o f üoyernors 
Federal Reserve bystem 
Washington i) C

jjear Mr. Eccles:

Vvilliam C. Lengel (Fawcett Publications) has a compelling public 
service iaea lo r  his two m illion  Toaay*a V»oman reaaership. I t  
is  so challenging i t  brings us d ire c t ly  to you as a leaaer or 
American thought. The crux o f his iaea: plenty lo r  a l l . In 
America we have a vast axia bountifu l productive system, a sw ift 
and all-embracing a is tr iou tio n . Yet thousands in our country, in 
a lanu in which there is  ana shoula be plenty fo r  a l l ,  haven*t even 
the bare n ecess ities , and other thousanas have to use every la s t  
cent just to l i v e .

You probably l ik e  Mr. Lengel f e e l  th is is  a problem not beyond 
solv ing, anu that now is  the time to s ta r t . i>ut i t  w i l l  take the 
b iggest minas o f America to uevelop the solution —  not Democratic, 
not rtepuolican minds, just pro-American. For i t * s  not a question 
o f why we aonf t  have as much as we shoula, out how we can have more 
than we do nowj not a case o f what might be wrong, but what can be 
gone to make i t  r igh t.

A solu tion , even a part solution, to th is proolem can a f fe c t  not 
only the liv e s  o f Mr. Lengel*s Toaay’ s ¥<oman reaaers, but o f every 
man and woman in our country. As magazine w riters  we.were commis­
sioned to ao the Today's Vnoman a r t ic le  -  but in a very specia l way.
V>e f i r s t  were to put ourselves in the place oi typ ica l mr .  ana M r s .  
America, tra ve l a l l  over the country, ana see exactly what conditions 
are. becona, with th is knowleage, we were to contact the outstanaing 
minas o f the country, the men who are shaping the fu ture, to lin a  out 
th eir suggestions about cringing about th is plenty fo r  a l l .

foe w ell r e a liz e  how presseu lo r  time you are. ¿ut only because you .
have given yourself so unstintedly to puolic a f fa ir s ,  we pose one /
question: w i l l  you make a s ing le  suggestion as to a way to bring fi 
a more w iaely shared plenty fo r  a i l  in our.country?

Our sole reason or excuse fo r  hoping fo r  an early  rep ly is  the tre -  
menaous concern we louna everywhere among the men ana women in 
every area we v is ite a ,  ana we v is ited  from Oregon to F loriaa , aiaine 
to C a lifo rn ia . bo, as representatives o f Mr. and Mrs. America, 
may we thank you.

¡èlIB/ Thompson 
3/13/46 » v i l i  Thompson
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March 18, 19i|6.

Ur. and Mrs. Will Thompson,
24312 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia U, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Thompsons

In response to your letter of March 13, I am 
venturing to enclose a copy of an address I made before 
the National Industrial Conference Board in November of 
19UU since it outlines in a general way the public 
policies that in my opinion would result in bringing 
about more widely shared plenty for all in our country. 
Ho one suggestion would be adequate. It will require a 
well-integrated, comprehensive program.

This address, though it was delivered a year 
and a half ago expresses now, as it did then, my general 
viewpoint in connection with the question you present.

Sincerely yours.

M. S. Eccles, 
Chairman.

Enclosure
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