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February 9* 19U5*

Honorable Jerry  Voorhis,
House o f Representatives,
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Voorhis:

A t the suggestion o f  an o ld fr ien d  o f  mine, 
Judge John Curtis Hcusm o f San G a b r ie l, C a li fo rn ia , I  
am tak ing the l ib e r ty  o f  sending you a  copy o f a ta lk  
I  gave la s t  f a l l  be fo re  the National In d u str ia l Confer­
ence Board.

Judge Hamm and I  have had an interm ittent  
correspondence fo r  a good many y ea rs . He reminds me 
that he has crossed the l in e  o f e ig h ty -s ix  years and 
he appears to be going as strong as ever. 1 tru s t  
that th is  request that I  send you th is  copy w i l l  not 
ind icate  that h is  perceptions are f a i l in g .

With best regards,

S incere ly  yours.

M. S. Eccles, 
Chairman.

Enclosure

F !b
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Honorable M. S. Eccles, Chairman
Board o f  Governors o f  the Federal Reserve System
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I  am very  g lad  indeed to have yours o f  February 9th,

enclosing copy o f the ta lk  which you gave la s t  f a l l  to  the N ational

In d u s tr ia l Conference Board.

Judge John C urtis  Hamm i s  one o f  my best frien ds and

supporters and I  only wish that a lo t  o f  people at 46 were as young

as he i s  at 86. He i s  a great o ld  gentleman and I  do not know what

I  would do without him.

As usual I  thought your speech was e x c e lla it  and only

hope i t  can obtain the widest reading p o ss ib le .

S incere ly  yours,
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John  Curtis, Hamm
MEMBER STATE BAR OP CALIFORNIA

2 2 7  SOUTH MUlCATn. AVENU1 
SAN OABRIKL. CALIFORNIA

277 South Muscatel Avenue, 
San Gabriel, California.

Honorable Marriner S. Sccles,
Washington D.

My dear Mr* Eccles;
I have desisted for long while in bothering you with 

my inconsequential correspondence, but am persuaded to ask you 
about an important pronouncement you have recently made.

My atten tion has beefc called t6 an article in the 
Townsend Weekly of date February 3, 1945, referring to, ommentin 
upon and making some brief quotations from, an address which you 
presumably delivered to a conference of employers in the city of 
Hew York.

The brief quotations re so comppelling in their impli­
cations that I am anxious to have a copy of your full address in 
case you may Tmv. had it printed.

I enclose the page of the Paper in which the matter 
referred to was published.

And, in order that you nfiay know that this old "noggin" 
is still at v/ork noting current problems and activities in our# 
country today, even after I have passed the 86th crossing, I am 
enclosing my contribution the the great game of "prognostication" 
that is indulged in every four years.

It is a great pleasure to me to know that you are still 
the functioning head of the our monetary system and that you 
are not- afraid to take advanced ground in the economic changes 
that must take place in this ecomomically changing to rid*

With very best wishes, I am
s in o ^ r e l j  

udge Hamm.
P. S. In the event you have printteti copies of the address, I

would be pleased to *have you send one each to Congressmen 
Jerry Voorhis artd <Jeorge Outland, House of Representatives 
Wahlngton, D. 0. a3 ,.ell as t0 me_ JCH
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February 8, 1945.

Judge John C urtis  Haitira,
¿77 South Muscatel Avenue,
San G a b r ie l, C a li fo rn ia .

Dear Judge namm:

I t  was good to  hear from you and to  know 
that your in te re st  in  world a f f a i r s  continues to  
be so v igorous.

I  appreciate your sending me the en­
c losure  from the Townsend N ational Weekly, which 
I  had not seen. In accordance with your request,
I  am enclosing a reprin t o f the speech from which 
the quotations in  the Townsend »«eekly are taken.
At your suggestion , I  am venturing to  send copies  
to  Congressmen Voorhis and Uutland.

I  have noted p a rt icu la r ly  the date o f  
your prognostication  and you ce rta in ly  were 
amazingLy accurate and vindicated .

Needless to add, I  am always g r a t i f ie d  
by your in te rest and encouragement.

With best regards,

S incere ly  yours,

M. S. E cc les , 
Chairman.

Enclosure

ET:b

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



fcy
John ; urtis La®», 

ttetffeer r .t a t e  * * t  o f  f i t l t l i i x s l i ***

I3*priwê of th.. in fallib le  d&t: that «»s fu m l^ d  by the 
lt«n»ry .l^ fct for a fUawn y«ws , »nd the eâ te method '©y
? »W t w »w  1 Ti Ô i& jtn|T 1** AjSSUii* •?Ulÿ £•*> $ XÔ40 p — & Biîliti(> 

tTî t «niMid i  i© ferecast eitfo unerring aeeuraey. * 6«ks In advance 
the result* of ^ealtlentl&i *■. lee tione for the past fe vient y y^&rfc,
I aifi eattjwlleo to resort to thv uhuuI btt&ineee of $u©sting fthat 
w ill h ppen next ?«eeàay.

Baseà upon th poIX» of f * ur professional sources, th« guesser 
of ï*riU r* t ncl new# pthëi^rs ne the experiences I feaife gained 
fey vCtiTv participation in 17 m s i^ n U  l  élection», I *t® par* 
sua4eô io m&fce the f vHoming forecast*:-

j
resident oosuv  ̂it v41i t*£ eventi e l*ain&ly 

Lis v t» « ix l Ik. &fe l&rgM afô in l$»4o.

Lie «afcjoriiy in thii e*«ctarai ©oXXege certainly pro&cii JMdsliâo 
gireport ion• «ne ofccofis* «*< toValanohe »

H# n iU  raceltrs «tptMura* of 4&v électoral to te s i?nc* my react, isere 
than 47i. •

/
He l i i i  eery Llitelj e»ri| U  8 «  . ngUne states a ^ : -  - f i n ü l «  
li&in ifc uit lifc 1/ t ; desert i>er twin eiuter u. the X*»nae» 
uiuu r>igm/f 1Sî3q sb  ̂ votv, for the fW illifW l»

M s U<irôsliàe ,?et«\^ill ev.rry - ith it -:,n increase in th** nuMĥ r of 
ienatoref &mi in th<. louse enough sore 'bwmQmtm t© g it« that body 
a r. &i : efâocr tio majority.

r lifcrniis w ill give the ranic nt upwards of ft* v*â;. C .. isajority eitn 
though «;oa» <*nthtt »lasts hnr b*en telling BF. il llop th- t̂ this 
State is doubtful*

enatcr ^cimy » i l l  ^  retttmea tc- the United i tat es r enc-»te by 
upwards of £*: ©# C O majority*

Jerry Voorkie w ill be return«** te t&u 1 ouee of Repre^ntatire® in 
the ILtfc PufTeiiliwul letrict ey upwards of lCcCCC majority 
0«spite ene of the moat scurrilous* catâ &i&Ba unprincipled eien, 
following tfc ; Xi-aû of iheir fcatlefe’X leader could invent .

i have a firm conviction that th% result» e i l l  Justify every one 
of Ük« fjrtgilm : j >>âUlk | i«

*î̂ f7 , ou&h ¿4U oatei ¥ nue,
..an wbhrl^i9 Ui-iifomia*
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HERB’ S WHAT KAPP-ILJ) OK HOVk'HBteE 7th.
By

John C u rt i . Hamm,
December 26, 1944,

I  have just received from the Secretary of ^tate at S&oranento, 
the o f f i c i a l  count o f  v o t e s  cast in the etate of C a lifo rn ia  on 
November 7 th ., and can no?.? submit the fo llow ing coro lla ry  to my 
forecast o f November 5th, 1944 set out on the preceding page:

The ¿ 'r e s id e n t  v/as triumphantly reelected.

The popular vot>. was not quite ae large as four years ago 
bee a us e a smc. l i t  r numbe r o f t o  t e t we re cast.

His e lec to ra l vote was designated as o f landslide proportions 
by th^ press generally - 432 to 99. Draw yiur own conclusions.

He carried a l l  o f New ingland except Maine an. Vermont, - 
the trad it ion a l ândon Republican minimum.

The Democratic arty hela i t s  own in the Senate, having lost 
two very close senatorial races which would have given them the 
anticipated increase.

The resounding majority o f 43 in the House of Representatives 
g ives that body a rea l worbing m ajor ity%a& indicated in tlta forecast.

In C a lifo rn ia , the forecast of ,! upwards o f 500,000 fo r  the 
prea i ent was only a l i t t l e  short of the ha lf m illion  mark,- 
ac tua lly  475,899.

Senator Downey’ s majority of 151,502 was a whopping v ic to ry  
because a l l  the canards, v i l i f i c a t io n ,  falsehoods and money wefe on 
the side o f his opponent , bu t signally  fa iled *

Congressman Jerry Voorhis in the 12th Congressional D is tr ic t  
topped the upwards of 10,000 estimated majority, despite the most 
vicious fa ls i f ic a t io n  spread over the D is tr ic t  with unlimited fepney 
doubtless furnished by Standard O il upon whose toes the redoubtable 
Congressman has stepped hard in unearthing the Blk K i l l s  projected 
o i l  land stea l, and his well known e f fo r ts  to curb monopoly deals.
On the 26th of September, a fte r  a l l  the reg istrations were in, I sub­
mitted to Mr. Voorhis a private forecast fo r  his e lec t ion  in which I 
said the majority would be 13,690. The e lection  gave him 14,801.

I w i l l  simply add that in making my forecasts fo r  C a lifo rn ia , I 
based my judgment on the reg is tra tion  and common sense. In the Nation 
at la jg e .  ; re l ied  ch ie f ly  upon the margibs o f error Dr. Gallup has 
commltt^din £936 and again in 1940,1- is  errors in this Campaign ran tru 
to form and gftfe me nearly an in fa l l ib le  aata fo r  my judgment.

277* South Muscatel A¥enue, Respectfu lly  submitted,
San Gabriel, a l i fo m ia .  Judge Hamm»

Congressman Voorhis has written ; - « I  do not blame you fb r 
saying *i to ld  ypu so* with regard to your prcphsies about the outcome 
of the election,, p articu la r ly  v,hen so many people were inclined  to d is ­
agree with your analysis at the tim e«11
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