
(Given at Comptroller1s 
Dinner, February ¿¿5, 1938)

Ur. Comptroller, distinguished guestss
If I had been given sufficient warning that I would be called 

upon this evening, I might have prepared an oration suitable to this im
portant occasion. I have had no such warning. I suspect strongly that 
this was deliberate ¿aid premeditated. It is another instance, I tnink, 
of the Comptroller’s Office protecting tne public interest. It is another 
example of how the Comptroller’s Office saves the banker from himself. I 
make no complaint about it. As an erstwhile banker, I submit as gracefully 
as I know how to properly constituted Government authority acting for the 
general welfare. So I assure you that I shall refrain from making a speech, 
and1ask you to conceal your disappointment by not showing too much relief 
and approval of the ruling of the Comptroller’s Office.

I accept the deprivation without complaint myself because apart 
from my respect for authority, I recognize that the Comptroller of the 
Currency is a kind and generous man who does not believe in taking unfair 
advantage of a fellow officeholder like myself, who has none of his talents 
as a public speaker. I suppose that you all know it, but in case you do 
not, let me remind you that the Comptroller has almost as many medals for 
oratorical skill as the late John Philip Sousa used to display as a band
master. The Comptroller’s biographical sketch, for example, appearing in 
’’iho’s feho”, refers to his winning a “diamond medal for debate” as far back 
as 1906, when he was a veritable infant prodigy in a day of oratorical giants. 
It records the fact that he won the worth Dakota State Oratorical Contest in 
1907— that he won the Townsend Oratorical Contest at Yale in 1909— long be
fore a later well-known movement of the same name that has caused a great 
deal of oratory. And that he was a member of the Yale debating team. I 
suppose that under the rules of the game he retains his amateur standing, 
but as a matter of fact, he deserves to be classed as a professional while 
I am one of the rankest of the amateurs.

I am, therefore, more than content not to make the futile attempt 
to match any words that I might say, even if I had had the opportunity, with 
his accomplished and superior gifts. I want merely to express ray apprecia
tion to him personally and to his associates for the opportunity to b© 
present at this celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the establish
ment of the bureau of the Comptroller of the Currency. It has been my priv
ilege to serve with the Comptroller and to know not only of his personal 
achievements, but of the remarkable record of accomplishment of the Bureau 
whose anniversary you are appropriately observing tonight and whose long 
established ideals and high traditions he has upheld with distinction during 
his own service.
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