
NOTES ON BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLIES * 1 

Statements have appeared i n the press and t rade jou rna ls 

r e c e n t l y , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the cur ren t demand f o r b u i l d i n g mate r ia l s 

i s press ing hard upon ava i l ab le supp l ies . The Na t iona l Assoc ia t ion 

of Real Estate Boards repor ted i n a survey o f some 300 c i t i e s t ha t 

"New cons t ruc t ion i s us ing up b u i l d i n g mate r ia l s as f a s t as present 

f a c t o r y capaci ty can produce them.* Spec i f i c mate r ia l s repor ted i n 

shor t supply i n f rom one-hal f t o two - th i rds of the c i t i e s were 

cast i r o n s o i l p ipe , hardwood f l o o r i n g , plumbing equipment, rock 

l a t h , minera l w a l l board, and m i l l - w o r k . 

Fur ther i n d i c a t i o n o f the pressure o f demand f o r b u i l d i n g 

mate r ia l s on supply i s g iven by the Plumbing and Heat ing I n d u s t r i e s 

Bureau, spokesman f o r the combined i n d u s t r i e s , which revealed t h a t 

al though product ion of plumbing equipment t h i s year w i l l probably 

be the h ighest on record , demand i s contl iuing so s t rong t h a t 

suppl ies are s t i l l inadequate. 

Loca l b u i l d i n g mate r ia l s dealers i n the Washington area 

r e p o r t t h a t n a i l s , rock l a t h , lumber, b r i c k , mor tar , and cement 

are the items i n shor tes t supply. The l o c a l shortages of cement 

and lumber r e f l e c t no t on ly s t rong demands o f the cons t ruc t ion 

i ndus t r y bu t a lso the f r e i g h t car shortage. 

The b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l shortage has rev ived the "b lack or 

*premium* market . " A l o c a l dealer has repor ted rece i v i ng o f f e r s 

of severa l thousand kegs o f n a i l s a t f rom $12 t o $15 a keg when 
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the " l e g i t i m a t e market p r i ce * was $8.95 a keg. Lumber p r i ces have 

r i s e n to new h igh l e v e l s w i t h dealers w i l l i n g t o pay premium 

p r i ces f o r quick d e l i v e r y . As one West Coast lumerman repor ted , 

P r i c e s are determined these days "by adding something to the l a s t 

rumored p r i c e of a compet i tor . Buyers seem t o he w i l l i n g t o pay 

any p r i c e . " This f e l l i n g i s r e f l e c t e d , f o r example, i n the p r i c e 

o f two by fou rs a t West Coast m i l l s , now s e l l i n g f o r $72.50 per 

thousand "board f e e t , double the l a s t OPA c e i l i n g p r i c e and compared 

w i t h l a s t May and $60 i n August. 
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