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Mj - ear Mr . M a r r i n e r : 
A week ago today Pe te r M Jensen came and s a i d he had two 

t r e e s loaded w i t h a p r i c o t s , and f o r us t o come and ge t some. 
So w h i l e I was up on t he l a d d e r d ropp ing t h e co ts down i n t o 

t h e baske t on t h e ground he s tood t h e r e t a l k i n g , w i t h h i s ear 
phones • Somehow we g o t on to t he Ecc les f a m i l y - and you* 
About the f i r s t t h i n g he s a i d was, "That M a r r i n e r i s a ve ry 
shrewd young man? And t h e n he added, " I t sure t ook a l o t o f 
s tamina t o s tay on t h e Board a f t e r Truman pu t another man i n 
h i s p l a c e as P r e s i d e n t o f it1.' And he i s r i g h t , Pe te r M. 

W e l l , h e ' s proud o f you , as any u n c l e should be . But I t h o t 
y o u f d l i k e t o hear t h i s f i r s t hand, word f o r word a lmos t . 

So i n t e l l i n g K i t t y about i t ; t h a t ' s my g i r l t h a t ' s W i l l a r d ' s 
s e c r e t a r y a t t h e bank, she urged me aga in t o drop you a l i n e 
and t e l l you o f my a t t i t u d e and what I have sa id o f your mar-
ve lous achievements. I t i s s imp l y t h i s , as I t o l d Pe te r M. 
t o o ; I am convinced t h a t i n 50 years o r s o , we as a people w i l l 
l o o k back and p o i n t t o M a r r i n e r Stoddard Ecc les as t h e t op 
p roduc t o f our day and g e n e r a t i o n i n The Church. I have sa id 
t h i s f o r y e a r s , even tho I ' v e o f t e n been cha l lenged. 

W e l l , I ' m no t l o o k i n g f o r a j ob o r a l o a n o r a t i p . These 
a r e mere l y my v i ews , based upon nard co ld r e a l i t i e s , and a lso 
upon human t endenc ies . THEN - w e ' l l no t be ask ing i f he goes 
t o h i s mee t ings , E t c . , ( no t s a i d i n c r i t i c i s m - a t a l l ) , bu t 
y o r # " l loom up as a g i a n t among men, e s p e c i a l l y i n your you th -
f u . j a r s . I n t h e b roades t sense, The Church i s an i n d u s t r y . 
I T ' s a process r a t h e r t h a n an i n s t i t u t i o n o r phy losophy, and 
I T f s f o r us here and now, and t h e meet ings a f t e r a l l are bu t 
a means t o an end; and t h i s i s i t . I t i s n ' t f a i r f o r me t o 
go t h i s f a r , b u t Mr . M a r r i n e r , as a m a t t e r o f a c t u a l t r u t h , 
i t ' s a w f u l hard f o r some o f us t o recogn i se our own teach ings 
i n a c t i o n . For example; I t b roke my h e a r t a t ou r l a s t G e n ' l 
Conference t h a t n o t a s i n g l e word o f commendation was sa id o f 
t h e a c t i o n o f Congress, ( j u s t the week be fo re ) i n spending 
some s i x b i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s f o r t h e r e l i e f o f t he peoples o f 
t h e w o r l d i n d i s t r e s s . I n p r i n c i p l e , i t i s no th ing s h o r t o f 
t h e ^ s t o r o o f t he good Samar i tan a l l over aga in . There 's a wide 
d i f f e r e n c e ^ i n t he s e t t i n g , and m o s t l y i n t h e method, bu t i f we 
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a well-bred man of fine feelings, especially one of good character; . 
raised above the vulgar by habits, education and social esteem.—Webster righteOUSneSS , 
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what are we t o use. (Tha t f s o f f the c u f f , bu t i n a way, i t a p p l i e s t o you . ) 
But h o n e s t l y , ever s ince t h a t change was made i n p u t t i n g another man i n y o ^ - ^ p l a c e as 

Chairman o f The Board o f ^ " e r n o r s o f The Federa l Reserve System o f Our Gove ant i n Wash-
i n g t o n , my h e a r t has gonex* ou t i n adm i ra t i on f o r you; and i f i t ' s f a i r t o say so, f o r 
The System t h a t produced us a l s o , f o r needless t o admit t h a t I f i n d myse l f i n t e r p r e t i n g most 
e v e r y t h i n g i n l i f e i n te rm o f The Church, p r e t t y much. And maybe you do t oo * more o r l e s s , 

I honor you. I wanted you t o " s tay w i t h t he ship? l i k e you d i d . I f m g l a d you d i d no t 
f l a r e up and q u i t , l i k e a p inhead. That made you a Digger man, no t o n l y i n t he eyes o f a l l 
o f u s , b u t i n r e a l i t y and i n essense. I l i k e d i t , and I f v e used you as an example i n many 
o f my t a l k s i n t he Wards, f o r t o me, t h a t v i t a l l esson was lea rned i n some l i t t l e Quorum o f 
The Pr ies thood i n Cache v a l l e y and i n the m i ss i on f i e l d * f o r t h a t v e r y t h i n g i s most common 
among us . One day w e f r e a t t h e t o p , l i k e Sam Dye, and the nex t day w e f r e t a k i n g o rde rs . 
That takes a b i g man. But t h a t f s what The Church does f o r us - i n t h e process . J u s t imagine 
J Edgar Hoover, head o f t h e F . B . I , i n t h a t s e t t i n g - i f you can, o r C o r d e l l B u l l . 

Bes ides , t h a t nob le course shows t h a t you a re work ing - f o r America, and f o r t he American 
peop le , and t h a t Ma r r i ne r Ecc les i s second t o h i s t ask and h i s d u t y . 

P e r s o n a l l y - I am s a t i s f i e d t h a t t he l a s t chapter i n the s t o r y has no t y e t been w r i t t e n ; 
no t by a l o n g ways, and no t even i n The Church; b u t even tho you q u i t tomorrow o r a re l e t 
o u t , t h e t h i n g has been done, and i t f s a p a r t o f Amer ica , and i t f s a p a r t o f u s , and no one 
can ever undo t i e r eco rd o f t he pas t twe l ve momentous years . Much l i k e Seward sa id o f L i n -
c o l n , MNow jue belongs t o t he ageS1.1 Some day w e 1 1 1 ALT* app rec ia te your f a i t h f u l n e s s . 

I want you t o do t he bes t you can - as An E lde r i n I s r a e l , under t h e c i rcumstances, ray 
dear Mr. M a r r i n e r $ and t he Lord w i l l b l ess and s u s t a i n you. And no t because I say so e i t h e r . 
These t h i n g s j u s t come. L i k e Amer ica; I t says any n a t i o n t h a t possesses t h i s l a n d s h a l l serv 
the God o f t he l a n d o r be des t royed . W e l l , i f we are no t des t royed , b u t prosper i n s t e a d , 
does t h a t mean we are s e r v i n g t h e God o f t he l a n d . What e lse? What e l s e , I beg o f you, my 
dear f e l l o w . And t he same app l i es t o you and to me and a l l o f us . These are b u t t h e ABCs 
o f good common sense o r o f s imple a r i t h m e t i c o r l o g i c , o r whatever you want t o c a l l i t # 

Please f a v o r me and no t answer t h i s l e t t e r . Pardon me f o r w r i t i n g and f o r us ing t h i s 
persona l s t a t i o n a r y . I f v e used i t f o r more than twenty yea rs . 
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August 11, 1948. 

Dear Mr . B e l l : 

I t was v e r y k i n d a n d - t h o u g h t f u l 
o f you t o w r i t e as you d i d on August 5* 
I t i s always g r a t i f y i n g t o rece ive en-
courag ing words f rom those who approve 
o f my e f f o r t s t o be h e l p f u l t o o u r coun t r y . 

I am j u s t c a r r y i n g on my r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t i e s as I see them, and, o f course^ I am 
l u c k y t o have a - f i n e h e r i t a g e . 

S i n c e r e l y yours , 

Mr . A l b e r t W. B e l l , 
2236 Madison Avenue, 
Ogden, Utah. 

MSE 
VE 
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